
Johnson & Johnson Statement on CDC Advisory Committee Meeting on Company 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

  
NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J., April 14, 2021 – The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) convened today to 
consider reports of an extremely rare disorder involving blood clots in combination with low 
platelets observed in a small number of individuals following vaccination with the Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
“The safety and well-being of the people who use our products is our number one priority, 
and we strongly support awareness of the signs and symptoms of this extremely rare event 
to ensure the correct diagnosis, appropriate treatment and expedited reporting by health 
care professionals,” said Paul Stoffels, M.D., Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee and 
Chief Scientif ic Officer at Johnson & Johnson. “We continue to believe in the positive benefit-
risk prof ile of our vaccine. We value the consideration of the Advisory Committee, and we 
will continue to collaborate with medical experts and global health authorities, including the 
CDC, U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), European Medicines Agency and the World 
Health Organization, as we work toward continuing vaccinations to end the global 
pandemic.” 

Out of an abundance of caution, the CDC and FDA have recommended a pause in the use of 
our vaccine. The Company has made the decision to proactively delay the rollout of our 
vaccine in Europe and pause vaccinations in all Janssen COVID-19 vaccine clinical trials 
while we update guidance for investigators and participants. 

The CDC and FDA have made information available about proper recognition and 
management due to the unique treatment required with this type of blood clot. The health 
authorities advise that people who have received our COVID-19 vaccine and develop severe 
headache, abdominal pain, leg pain, or shortness of breath within three weeks after 
vaccination should contact their health care provider. 

For more information on the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, click here.  

### 

Cautions Concerning Forward-Looking Statements 

 
This press release contains "forward-looking statements" as defined in the Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995 regarding development of a potential preventive vaccine for 
COVID-19. The reader is cautioned not to rely on these forward-looking statements. These 
statements are based on current expectations of future events. If underlying assumptions 
prove inaccurate or known or unknown risks or uncertainties materialize, actual results 
could vary materially from the expectations and projections of the Company, any of the 
other Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies, and/or Johnson & Johnson. Risks and 
uncertainties include, but are not limited to: challenges and uncertainties inherent in 
product research and development, including the uncertainty of clinical success and of 
obtaining regulatory approvals; uncertainty of commercial success; manufacturing 
diff iculties and delays; competition, including technological advances, new products and 
patents attained by competitors; challenges to patents; product efficacy or safety concerns 
resulting in product recalls or regulatory action; changes in behavior and spending patterns 
of purchasers of health care products and services; changes to applicable laws and 
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regulations, including global health care reforms; and trends toward health care cost 
containment. A further list and descriptions of these risks, uncertainties and other factors 
can be found in Johnson & Johnson's Annual Report on Form 10-K for the f iscal year ended 
January 3, 2021, including in the sections captioned “Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-
Looking Statements” and “Item 1A. Risk Factors,” and in the company’s most recently f iled 
Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q, and the company’s subsequent f ilings with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. Copies of these f ilings are available online 
at www.sec.gov, www.jnj.com or on request from Johnson & Johnson. None of the Janssen 
Pharmaceutical Companies nor Johnson & Johnson undertakes to update any forward-
looking statement as a result of new information or future events or developments. 
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