
 

American Muckrakers PAC, Inc. 
P.O. Box 51 

Spruce Pine, NC 28777-0051 
(312) 213-6001 - david@firemadison.com 

VIA EMAIL 

April 27, 2022 

 

 

 

Mr. Omar Ashmawy 
Staff Director & Chief Counsel 
Office of Congressional Ethics 
U.S. House of Representatives 
425 3rd Street, S.W., Suite 1110 
Washington, DC  20024    

Re:   Rep. David Madison Cawthorn (R-NC) and Mr. Stephen L. Smith, Staff to Rep. 
Cawthorn, Ethics Rules Violations 

Dear Mr. Ashmawy: 

Greetings to you from Western North Carolina.   

I would like to request the Office of Congressional Ethics investigate Rep. David Madison Cawthorn (R-NC) 
for the following ethical violations: 

1. Violation of House Rule XXIII, (1): Cawthorn has attempted to bring a loaded gun on a flight from 
Asheville, North Carolina, in February 2021 and from Charlotte Airport in April 2022.  His actions 
reflect negatively upon the House.  The Transportation Security Administration will have records of 
these infractions. 

2. Violation of House Rule XXIII, (1):  Rep. Cawthorn has brought a “4.45-inch dagger” to North Carolina 
public educational property on four documented occasions, in violation of North Carolina law.  The 
Sheriff’s Office in Henderson County, North Carolina, can confirm this. 

3. Violation of House Rule XXIII, (3):  Cawthorn provides free housing and travel as a gift to an employee 
of the House, Mr. Stephen L. Smith, in excess of $250.00.  (See attachment A)  

4. Violation of House Rule XXV, (5): Rep. Cawthorn has provided loans to a member of the House staff, 
Mr. Stephen L. Smith, who is under his supervision. (See attachment B) The repayment by Mr. Smith 
has not been made and can be confirmed by reviewing Rep. Cawthorn and Mr. Smith’s House financial 
disclosures.  

5. Violation of House Rule XXVI: Rep. Cawthorn has not properly filed House financial disclosures 
regarding gifts and loans to Mr. Stephen L. Smith. 
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6. Violations of House Rule XXIII: The Committee is requested to investigate whether any House Rules or 
statutes were violated by the relationship between Rep. Cawthorn and his House employee Mr. Stephen 
L. Smith. Mr. Smith apparently lives with Rep. Cawthorn and various social media postings by them 
indicate a personal relationship between them, separate and apart from the professional relationship of 
employer and employee. For example, Stephen L. Smith accompanied Rep. Cawthorn on his 
honeymoon to Dubai, UAE, in April 2021. (See exhibit B) 

7. In addition, the Committee is requested to investigate the financial relationship and activities between 
Rep. Cawthorn, and the Bitcoin company recently reported on by the Washington Examiner questioning 
whether Rep. Cawthorn violated House Ethic Rules and U.S. Statutes relating to promoting a product 
and profiting from that promotion. A link to the news article is here: 
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/house/madison-cawthorn-implicated-in-potential-insider-
trading-scheme-experts-say 

In addition, I would like to request an ethics investigation into Mr. Stephen L. Smith, a House employee on 
Rep. Cawthorn’s staff, for the following violations of House Ethics Rules:  

1. Violation of House Rule XXIII, (3):  Mr. Smith accepts free housing and travel as a gift in excess of 
$250.00 from Rep. Cawthorn.  (See attachment A).  These were gifts to Mr. Smith by Rep. Cawthorn 
and neither have disclosed them. 

2. Violation of House Rule XXV, (5):  Mr. Smith has accepted money loans from Rep. Cawthorn. (See 
attachment B) The repayment by Mr. Smith has not been made and can be confirmed by reviewing Rep. 
Cawthorn and Mr. Smith’s House financial disclosures. 

3. Violation of House Rule XXVI:   Mr. Smith has not properly filed House financial disclosures regarding 
gifts and loans from Rep. Cawthorn. 

Please contact me if you would like additional information on any of these allegations.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

David B. Wheeler 

Attachment:  Exhibit A 

 

 & B



Cawthorn and Smith EXHIBIT A 
 
 

 
 
Cawthorn appears to have lived there since 2018, when he originally purchased the property: 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



  
 
Smith also receives campaign payments registered to Smith’s address at the home Cawthorn owns, per 
Cawthorn’s FEC filings. One of many disbursements: 
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Cawthorn and Smith social media post. 
 
They are seen in this video, which was distributed on Twitter among various people, discussing suggestive 
subjects and touching inappropriately:   
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ypnjy_17FjdZ5_XqAlGrgELw8koUzmzw/view?usp=embed_facebook&usp=e
mbed_facebook 
 



In addition, here they are together on a “snow day”.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VENMO Payment History Between Cawthorn and Smith 
 

 


