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In China, Dai Nationality has 1025128 population (1990), distributing
mainly in the south and southwest of Yunnan Province.

They have 4 traditional writings, one of which, the Old Xishuang Banna
Tai Writing is the oldest, created 700 years ago. It’s used by Dai and Bulang
pepole in Xishuang Banna Autonomous Prefecture, Menglian and other
counties in China, about 50, 000 population. It’s used to write Buddhist
scriptures in Laos, and used by Yuan a branch of Dai Nationality in the
north of Thailand and Khoeun a branch of Dai too in Burma, the population
not less than 50,000.

There are 56 letters in the alphabet of the writing. Its 49 initials can be
divided into two groups according to their tones high and low. ‘Each
consonant may be described with two letters at least separately in high and
low groups (See the tables attached, H and L in brackets to indicate) , While
two or three letters are used to described one consonant in H or L Group,
H,, Hs;or L,;, L; to distinguish. The rime system of the writing is rather
complex, Containing more than 100 rimes. Many of them consist of several
phonemes. They can be described with 41 letters. In addition of 1 hyphen, 3
tone marks and 8 numeral symbols, 102 symbols are used altogether.

Lots of historical documents, not less than 30,000 are still kept now,
involving history, religion, astronomy, calendar, divination, law,
literature, military affairs etc. In the past, all of them were written by
hand, and the Buddhist Scripture was written on the palm leaves, called
Palm Leaf Scripture.

Newspapers, magazines, literature, science and technology books have
in the writing be printed since 1960s, and goverment documents and
textbooks as well. The computer technique is adopted and developing to deal
with the writing data now.
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TABLLE - RGCW

dec hex Chgracter
image

0nC 0]0) g
001 01 23
002 02 ?
003 03 ?
004 o4 L.
005 05 eg;
006 06 S
oo7 07 0
cos 08 )
009 09 )
010 OA o
011 OB G
012 oC EB
01% 0D ey
014 oL Ej
015 CF 2
016 10 &
017 11 “
018 12 )
G195 13 £

ZISHUANG

BANNA DAL

Name

X.B3.DAT
A.B.DAI
X.B.DAI
X.B.DAT
A.B.DAT
Z.B.DAI
A.B.DAT
X.B.DAT
Z.B.DAT
X.B.DAT
X.B.DAT
A .B.DAT
W BULAT
£ .B.DAT
#.B.DAT
Z.B.DAT
X.B.DAI
X.B.DAT
£.B.DAT

“.B.LAT

LETTER
LETTEK
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTEK
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTEK

LETTE=

zero consonant(H)
i

u

uu

e and DIGIT nine
k(H)

x(H)

k(L)

*x(L)

ng(L)

ts(H)

ts(L)

J(i)

t(h)

th

d(H)

LETTERth(L)

LETTER
LETTER

LETTER

n( L)
t(H2)

th(H2)



dec hex
020 14
021 15
022 16
0232 17
024 18
025 19
026  1a
027 1B
028 1C
029 1D
030 1E
031 1
S o2 20
037 21
034 22
035 23
036 24
037 25
Oz 26
039 27
OLO 28

haracter
image
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Name

.B.DAT
.B.DAT

.B.DAI

B.DAI
. B3.0DAT
.B.DAT
. B.DAT
B.DAT

. 5.LAT

~.B.DAT

A

£

.B.DAT

.B.DAI

LETTER
LETTER -

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

LETTER

X
o
X
X

A¥s
£
FES

. B.DAT

LB.DAT
.B.DAI

B.DAT

X.B.DAI

x

X.B.DAI

X

.B.DAT

..B.DAT

X.B.DAI

LETTER
LETTER
LETTER
LETTER

LETTER

1(L)

——

v(L)
s(H)
s(H2)
h(H)
h(L)
p(H,
f(H)



hex Character Name
imaze
26 & X.B.DAI LETTER f(L)
24 & X.B.DAI LETTER s(L)
2B V1 X.B.DAI LETTER n(B)
2C W X.B.DAI LETTER m(H)
Yy /
2D ) X.B.DAI LETTEX 3(H2)
2F 5 X.B.DAI LETTER h(H2)
oF o X.B.DAI LETTER 1(L2)
L_’\
30 = X.B.DAI LETTER n(L) with vowel aa
4 > X.B.DAI LETTERSIGHN aa and DIGIT ope
72 ) %.B.DAI VOWEL SIGN aa
Z32 ~ X.B.UAI VOWEL SIGN 5
34 AN X.B.DAI LETTEXSIGN e
35 < X.B.DAT VOWEL SIGN o
36 2 X.B.DAI VOWEL SIGN ai
37 4 X.B.DAI VCWEL SIGN aai
(%]
38 et X.3.DAT VOWEL SIGN i
.
39 & X.B.DAT VOWEL SIGN ij
[5Y)
7 3 ¥ .B.DAI VOWEL SIGN ue
C)a
3B >, X.B.DAT VOWEL SIGN i or ing
A
zC . X.B.DAI VOWEL SICN ua
0 x5 I A en!
30 S %.B.DAL VCWEL a WITH TATL CORSONANT
ng ang
& ,
3E = X.B.DAT VOWEL a WITH TATL CCNSGNANT
ng ang



dec hex Character Name
image
067 zE < X.B.DAT VOWEL ‘SIGN u
OE4 4O O Z.B.DAI VOWEL SIGN uu
i
065 47 Nl X.B.DAT VOWEL SICN us
L
L
066 42 qi X.B.DAI VOWEL SION uui
067 4% gj X.B.DAI VCWEL uwITH TATIL
CONSONANT p  up
068 44 Q) %.B.DAT VCWEL uu WITE TAIL
T
CONSCKANT p  uup
CECQ 4§ ;i X.3.DAT VOWEL SIGN ua(2)
07¢ L6 ;; X.B.DAI TAIL CONSONAKT =ng
071 L7 ia X.B.DAT TAIL CONSCNANT -n
072 48 S X.B.DAI TAIL CONSCNANT -
072 4G O X.B.UAT TAIL CONSONANT -k
[a ]
O74L  La O X.B.DAT TAIL CON3ONANT -t
3
075 4B 52 A.B.DAT TAIL CONSONANT -t(2)
076  4C g; X.E.DAT TAIL CCHSONANT -%(3)
077 LD U X.3.DAT CONSCNANT CF THE SECOND
= SYLLABLE x(12)
078 4LE g; X.B.DAI CONSONANT OF THE SECOND
SYLLABLE th(L2)
079  4F N X.3.DAT CONSCNANT OF THE SECOND
v SYLLABLE h(H2)
080 50 tﬂ A B.LAT TAIL CONSONANT -p(2)
081 51 éf X.B.DAT TAIL CONSCNANT =-v



dec he:x Character Name

image

082 52 - X.B.DAI CONSCNANT OF THE SECGHD
SYLLABLE s(H3)

083 53 3 X.B.DAI COMPONENT PART. OF CONSONANTS

oskh 54 (*u A.B.DAT COMPONENT PART OF CONSONANTS

085 55 iy X.B.DAI VOWEL SIGN oi

086 56 O X.B.DAI VOWEL SIGN uai

087 57 g; A.b.dai sign OF CONSONANT CLUSTER

082 58 S X.B.LAT TAIL CORSONANT -n(2)

089 5 .l X.B.DAT TAIL CONSCNANT -ngz(3)

090 54 o X.B.DAT OVERLAFPING SIGN

091 5B 5 A.B.UDAT SIGN GF 3BUOND TONE

092  5C e X.B.DAI SIGN OF THIRL TOKE

093 5D z X.B.DAT SIGN OF THERL TCNE WITH
VOWEL SIGN a

094 5L o X.B.DAI DIGIT one

095 SF ] X.B.DAI DIGIT two

096 60 2 X.B.DAI UTISLI0 three

097 & 5 %.3.DAI DISIT four

098 €2 ~ %.B.DAI DIGIT five

099 63 n X.B.DAI DIGIT six

X.B.DATI DIGIT seven

o
O
&
s

~.B.DAT DIGIT eight



