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13. Jebel Quruntul     جبل   نطل ل 

The Mount of Quruntul is situated 4 Km north-westof Jericho, west of Tell 
es-Sultan. This mountain beneath 35 m of the sea level as a vertical preci-
pice. The precipice is disseminated of hermits‟ caves and chapels. On the 
highest point of the mount are the foundations of a fortress and of a little 
chapel inside it. 
The monastery 
Standing on the tell of ancient Jericho and looking west, we can see the 
cliff and a monastery built on it. This is the Quruntul ("the Forty"), the 
Monastery of the Temptation (fig. 1). The earliest monastery was built in 
the 6th century (Byzantine Period) above the two caves traditionally be-
lieved to be the ones where Jesus spent forty days and forty nights fasting 
and meditating during the temptation of Satan, as the Gospel tells us. After 
baptizing Jesus, John was arrested. Jesus, taking over from him, did not 
immediately go up to Galilee to start his public mission. Rather, he is led by 

the spirit into the desert, where the devil tempts him. The Byzantine mon-
astery was very simple in plan with a longitudinal navy, a lateral entrance 
and an apse. The land upon which the modern monastery was built was 
purchased by the Orthodox Church in 1874, and now it is the Monastery of 
St. George. 
The Chapels 
The two chapels situated on the eastern cliff of the mountain, now under 
the monastery, were visited by C.R. Conder and H.H. Kitchener during a 
survey of the Western Palestine (1870-1877). The lower one was a cave 
chapel reached through a hole in the roof of an excavated chamber. The 
chapel above was covered with medieval frescoes on the cemented walls, 
also having inscriptions and graffiti of numerous pilgrims on the frescoes. 
The frescoes represented the Saviour enthroned, the Virgin, Saint John 
Baptist, the angel Gabriel and Saint Sabas extracting a thorn from a lion 
foot. The latter fresco served to date the frescoes as no earlier than 532 
AD, when St. Sabas died. The second chapel was still in use as an her-
mitage, it was built of masonry, in front of a cave and the walls were cov-
ered with frescoes. In its west wall was a niche cut in the rock and a stone 
marked with a cross. This niche supposed to show the exact point where 
Jesus stood during the temptation (fig. 2). 

The Fortress 
On the top of Jebel Quruntul an impressive fortress still stood today (fig. 
3). The ancient name of the fortress was “Douka/Duyuk”, preserved to pre-
sent days in the name of the 
village and the spring of „Ein 
ed-Duyuk. The fortress is 
probably the “Dok” mentioned 
as a fortress of the Templars 
between Jericho and Bethle-
hem in the 13th century. On 
the east of the fortress there is 
a precipice; on the west a 
fosse has been cut in the rock 
to separate the fort from the 
rest of the hill. The castle ap-
pears to occupied an irregular 
rectangle of about 76 × 30 m. 
There is still a chapel inside with an apse. The main function of the fortress 
was to guard the link road. Some cisterns and aqueducts remains from the 
Roman and Hellenistic periods still rise near it. 
The Caves 
Several caves are located in the Jebel Quruntul area (fig. 4). The caves dat-
ed back from the Chalcolithic to the Islamic Period. They were used for var-
ious aims as burial caves, domestic settlements and repairs. Some of these 
caves where explored in 2002 during a survey in the eastern cliff of the 
mount. In one of these, the “El-Mafjar cave”, composed by two connected 
chambers, was found remains related to different periods, from Chalcolithic 
to Islamic Period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

كم   ال غ   مدي   أ يحا   لىيا ج   ى ب   ة منا   ة تد  ا   أ    أ  ع           4يقع   ى ب         
أ دةً   ى       53ة ض ط ن   ي       ر     دمط    ة ل دبد   ليل      يد    ر    ة  مد ا    بيح      

 أض  ى   صطا   ة راد 

 الديط

به    يخلم   أ ة ن ً   لىيا       ىح  ة    د ى ب    ة ض ط ن بة حظد مد  ً يلك  ىؤيا ديد 
بةصم   ة مر    غة    تا   ة ضك ن   ة لا       ل ر     دمط ل     ة   إمه    ر    ةيى    ج   ة ق يلا 

 حة   لبغ   ديد       به     ر    ة  مد ا   ليل ً يط ق ن ى ب ه ة ة  يد ة ل  قل ديد  دمط لج 
بي  ق    لن   ة ض     ة لض ا         إ  ه   غة ة قدن ة ض دس ة ل لادي )ة   دة ة ر زمط ا(ج 
خلاغ   ه ا   ة  مد ا   كل     كد   غة      بآبى إ ب لح  كن غه ب  م ب  ر  لى     ي أ ً 

ةلإمم  :       ل   ة لض ا ةى ق  ي حح  ة ل ل ةن بل را  ات  صدد ة لض ا ى  ه 
بغة   لاح ذ     ء     ذا   ة خ ط ن   بل     ة ضلام ب م ي هب غ ىة إ ب ة م      ر ل أنل ه  

 ه   ى ب   أل  ء   ة  م     غة   أا ب ا   لإمدةكه   بإم ةكه    ك ن   ة  يد   ة ر زمطة    ض       ةً   أ    
ح ث   أ ططهج   ح ث   ك ن   يل      خك       ة   ب ه   أ خ      مرة   بحح ا      أت   

 خدةذ   ةيىا   ة  ة    حة   ى  ن    ة  يد   ة ا يثج      4984ة كح ضا   ةيىا  كض ا   غة   ى م   
 بيضلب   ة ن   ديد   ة ق يش     ى     

 الكنائس
غة   ة ض ا   ة خد ة   أ    ة مر     ات   ة  يد    قع   كح ض  ن    ت د  ن   ةص   أ     
كلص ب     كد   ة ل  ع   أ    خلاغ   أضا   مدي   غ ضط     أ     ر    ك م ى   بك  خحد   غة   

(    ة كح ضا   ةيب ب   هة   ىر ىة   ى    كن    ي م   4988-4981صحا   )
ة    غ   إ  ه   أ    خلاغ   غ اا   غة   صق    ة تدغا   ة  ة    م   
ة كخ    ىحن ج   ب ق    ييحت   غة   ة  ص ى   ة  صطب        ح     
ة م ةىياج   كل    ي      مق ط   بك        ى ب   ة   ح     ة م ةىيا   
ىصلت   أ     ر    ة ام      ب مض    ه ا   ة دص أ       ىةً     حص ب   
ة ل  صج   ة   ىةذج   ي حح    ة ل ل ةنج   ة ل ء    ردةك  ج   بة ق يش   
ص   س   به    يض  د    ا كا   أ      م   ةيص     لأ    ة كح ضا   
ة ث م ا   بة  ة   أ    ية ت    ض   م   كلك ن     صلاة   بة    ةج   ب     
 ح ت   أ    ةيحم ى   أ     نا   ة كن    بمط ت   ة م ىةن        ح     ة م ةىياج   غة   ة م ةى   
ة تد ة    طع   ة لادةي   غة   ة ص د   بة امد   ة  ي   يال    ىلاأا   ة ص  بج   بأ    ة ل  دا   

 ( 2لن   ه ا   ة حقطا   ة  ة   ب     يض ن   ى  ن    لاح ذ   ىل  ا   ةلإمدةذ   )ة خك    
 القلعة

ى ب    لا    ر     دمط              ا   أث دة    مىم ي   أ     زةغ   أ ا ا   ح ب   ة   م   )ة خك    
(    صل ت   ة ق  ا     يل ً     صم   دبك    ح   ة  ي مج   بةح  ظت     صلن    ح ب   ة   ت   ة ا  د   4

  صم   ة قديا   بة حرع   لى     ة  ي مل    ة ق  ا   ى ب   ةيى ا   هة   لدبمل   ة  ة    كد    
كاص       دص ن         لىيا    ب  ت    ام   غة   ة قدن   ة ث  ث   ىخد    ى ب   ة منا   ة خد  ا   
أ    ة ق  ا   ي       دد   ى ب   اك    ه بياج   بغة   ة منا   ة تد  ا   ح د   خح   ً   غة   ة ص د   
  ص    ة ق  ا   ى       ة   ة        ظند   ة ق  ا    خك    أض ط     م د   أح ظم   ل   دا   ح ة ة   

م    بي   يزةغ   ي      دةخ    ة ق  ا   كح ضا    ت دة   بحح ا    بك مت   ة لنلا      51×    87
ة دك ض ا     ق  ا   حدةصا   ة طديق    ب م مب   ة ق  ا   ي      آ  ى    ملع   ة ل  ا   ب ح ة     حق    

 ة ل  ا   أ    ة   د      ة ن حض  ا   بة دبأ م ا 
 الكهوف

(    بي  د     ىيم   ه ا   4ي      ة   ي    أ    ة كن د   غة   أحطقا    ر     دمط    )ة خك    
ة كن د   أ    ة  صد   ة امدي   ة حا صة   بح ب   ة   دة   ةلإصلاأ ا    ةص   أت   
بةص ص ات   ة كن د   غة     ء   ة لحطقا   يمدةا   أ   دة:   أ ةغ ج     ضك ج   بإي ةذ   

لاح ذ   أضا   ة لحطقا   ة خد  ا   أ       2112ة ا  ةم      ةك خ ت         ه ا   ة كن د   صحا   
 ر     دمط     بة     أ    ه ا   ة كن د   ي دد     صم   لكن    ة ل مدلج   بي ك ن   أ    حمد      
أ ص       أع     لنل    ة ر  ج   ح ث    م   ة  ث ى   ى ب    ق ي       د      دة    أ    اج   أ    

 ة  صد   ة امدي   ة حا صة   بح ب   ة   دة   ةلإصلاأ ا 

Fig. 1 - View of the Monastery of Temptation. 

Fig.2 - Niche where Jesus stood during the temptation. 
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Fig. 3 - Aerial view of the fortress. 
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Fig. 4 - The caves on 

the cliff of the mound. 

Mount of Temptation  


