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Collective Memory under Political Repression:
Circulation of the Deeds of Zhang Huangyan
in the Early Qing

Chan Wing Ming”*
Abstract

When the anti-Qing resistance movement eventually failed, the well-
known Southern Ming loyalist scholar-general Zhang Huangyan 5EIE =
chose to hide in seclusion on an island off the coast of Zhejiang. In 1644 he
was unfortunately captured and soon after executed due to his repeated refusal
to surrender. After Zhang’s death, the circulation of his own writings and
accounts written by his friends in Ming loyalist circles nevertheless ensured
that his heroic deeds were transmitted to posterity and became an important
historical memory. In the hundred years following Zhang’s death, these stories
passed from secrecy into open discussion, with different groups in society each
offering their own interpretations. From the hearsay of a “Mr. Wang” of
eastern Zhejiang and the memory of an isolated official among Ming
adherents, to the “diehard” of the fallen dynasty in the works of early Qing
scholars, Zhang’s subtly changing image provides a valuable reference point
for exploring early Qing social development. In the past, many historians
tended to consider Qing scholars’ admiration of Zhang a continuation of the
anti-Qing sentiment shared by remnant Ming loyalists. This assertion seems
problematic, as their praise of Zhang neither questioned nor challenged the

* Chan Wing Ming is an assistant professor in the School of Chinese at the University of Hong
Kong.
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legitimacy of Qing rule. On the contrary, their request for a government
reevaluation of Southern Ming figures is an unmistakable acknowledgement of

the cultural hegemony of the Manchu authorities in their times.

Keywords: Zhang Huangyan 5 J& &, Ming-Qing dynastic transition,
collective memory, Huang Zongxi &=52%, Quan Zuwang £71H
oy
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