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Leslie Lipper is a senior environmental economist in the agriculture and development 

economics division at FAO.  She has worked there over the past seven years developing a 

program of research on natural resource economics and poverty reduction program.  

Leslie is the lead author of the FAO State of Food and Agriculture report 2007 focussing 

paying farmers for environmental services. She received a doctorate in Agricultural and 

Natural Resource Economics from the University of California at Berkeley in 2000.  She has 

an undergraduate degree in political science and a master’s degree in international agricultural 

development from the University of California at Davis. Leslie worked for several years as 

consultant for FAO, IFAD and World Bank on designing agricultural development and 

poverty reduction programs, primarily in China and Vietnam.   She was Fulbright Scholar in 

Brazil in 1998-99, and a volunteer English teacher in Beijing China in the early 1980’s. 

 

 

 

 

  


