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A Discussion on the Development of the
Vietnamese Buddhist Church from the Perspective of

the Four Objectives of Fo Guang Shan

Shih Mi Shan
Abbot, Qingliang Temple, Hanoi City, Vietnam
Lecturer, Hanoi Buddhist College

Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun's aspiration is centered on Humanistic
Buddhism, and based on the skillful means of the Four Objectives: To propagate the
Dharma through culture, to foster talents through education, to benefit society through

philanthropic activities, and to purify human minds through spiritual cultivation.

From theory to practice, from teaching to real action, Venerable Master
Hsing Yun and his disciples have promoted such ideals successfully through Dharma
propagation, education, collective practice and philanthropic activities. This paper
discusses the achievements of these Four Objectives and at the same time, compare
them to the accomplishments of the Vietnamese Buddhist Church throughout the past
thirty-three years, thereby proving that the Four Objectives introduced by Venerable
Master Hsing Yun is a truth that fits well with both the principles and our time.

Keywords: Four Objectives, Humanistic Buddhism, Vietnamese Buddhist Church
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