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PREFACE

The publication of the Fourth Edition of Special Publication No. 23 "Limits of Oceans
and Seas" was decided by the XIth International Hydrographic Conference (April 1977) which
adopted the following Decision No. 17 :

"The Conference resolved that in view of the increasing use being made by cartographers,
national institutions and commercial agencies of SP 23, the International Hydrographic

Bureau shall undertake a revision of this publication in order to update its content.

To acomplish this task the IHB should solicit representation on an ad hoe Working
Group to carry out a review of this publication and to provide gutidelines for its

updating and revision."

The following Member States nominated representatives on the Working Group : Argentina,
Chile, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Japan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom, and United States of America.

In response to the action initiated by the Bureau, as convenor of the Working Group,
the United Kingdom submitted guidelines for the work of the Group which were circulated
to the Members for consideration and were adopted after minor amendments. The Working Group
started the work of the revision of SP 23 in November 1979 and worked closely with the other
IHO Member States in their respective zone, by correspondence.

After having received all proposals from the members of the Working Group, the Bureau
compiled a Draft Fourth Edition 1986 of the SP 23 which was submitted to the IHO Member
States for comments and approval before its final publication as the Fourth Edition.

The names and Timits used in the text and shown on the chartlets of the Fourth Edition
have been drawn up solely for the convenience of national Hydrographic Offices when compiling
their charts and preparing the nautical publications produced by them. The limits do not
necessarily result from complete and exact geographical studies, but bathymetric data of
various oceanographic expeditions, where available, has been taken into consideration so that
the names and 1imits may be also acceptable to oceanographers and other users. In any case,
it must be clearly stated that limits used in the SP 23 have no legal or political signifi-
cance whatsoever.



NOTE

A. The oceans and seas of the World have been divided in the following nine main zones,

numbered 1 to 9 :

North Atlantic Ocean and its sub-divisions.

Baltic Sea and its sub-divisions.

Mediterranean Region and its sub-divisions.

South Atlantic Ocean and its sub-division.

Indian Ocean and its sub-divisions.

South China and Eastern Archipelagic Seas and its sub-divisions.
North Pacific Ocean and its sub-divisions.

South Pacific Ocean and its sub-divisions.

Arctic Ocean and its sub-divisions.

W O N O O & W N =

Each main zone and its sub-divisions constitute a chapter of the publication.
Each sub-division is designated by the number of the main zone followed by another
number designating the sub-division. A graphic depiction of the nine main zones
appears with the Alphabetical Index, at the beginning of the publication.

B. The following layout has been adopted :

- The texts describing the limits of each main zone and of each sub-division are
printed on the right hand pages with a reference chartlet printed opposite.

- The chartlets are for illustrative purposes only and have no navigational or
political significance.

- At the beginning of each chapter, a chartlet-index shows the location (by
means of the corresponding numbers) of all the sub-divisions included in the
main zone described in the chapter.

- The geographical positions given in the descriptions of limits are taken from
national larger-scale charts published by the IHO Member States located in the
area concerned and in the possession of the Bureau. When such national charts
were not available or do not exist, the United Kingdom larger-scale charts,
available at the Bureau, have been used.

- Generic terms (cape, point, island, etc.) are in English only.

- Only the geographical names cited in the descriptive texts are shown on the
chartlets.

- An "Alphabetical Index" of oceans, seas, straits and gulfs described in this
publication has been added after the "Index of Main Zones", at the beginning
of the publication.






Index of Main Areas

e S =E

150° 180° 150° 120°

PAGES

MomTH ATLANTIC DCEAN wsswererissmwsunuswonnaannnsis 3729
BALTYIE SEA xvrvsrmnasssdidiisisounssssngansnsqnees I1=4L
MEDITERRANEAN REGION «uvuvevvisrnaversnrensnsaress 43-65
SoutH ATLARTIC DCEAN suwsanvyvrvessnxsnnnanonnvers DI~/D
INDIAN OCEAN +svsvesvsannssrnssnsnsentsisssssssves 79=93
SouTH CHINA AND EASTERN ARCHIPELAGIC SEAS uve.vs 95-139
NorTH PACIFIC OCEAN ssgiesiosssvsvnmmvnnassaress 141~168
Souts Paciric DCEAN vowveiiisensvingnunsissiass 171=187
ARCTIC OCEAN vyvvvvvvnsrnsnvirvarnsionaeranenens 189-215




8 ALPHABETICAL INDEX

of oceans, seas, straits and gulfs
described in this publication

Pages
/\ g
Aden (Gulf of) (5.5) ..oviviiiiiiinnennn. 82-83
Adriatic sea (8:2:2:1) sivesvamsurnamnins 58-59
Aegean sea (3.1.2.4) +sevinvrnteonsvososes 62-63
Alaska (Coastal waters of Southeast

Alaska and British Columbia) (7.14) ... 166-167
Alaska (Gulf of) (7.13) ..ovviinnnniinnn 166-167
Alboran sea (3:.1:1:2) ivicecnnmasmsmenmons 52-53
Anadyrskiy qulf (7.12) .....oo.ouvennn. 164-165
Andaman or Burma sea (5.13) ............. 90-91
Aqaba (Gulf of) (5.3) «.vviviniiiiinnnnn.. 80-81
Arabian sea (5.8) svsviscosussosssosoonns 84 -85
Arafura sea (6.16) ..oveneeereneennnnn. 122-123
Archipelagic (South China and Eastern)

SEAS (6.) i e 98-101
Arctic ocean (9.} sisesmsasvimsnuaninss 192-193
Aru sea (6.17) uiviuiiininiiiininennans 124-125
Atlantic (North) ocean (1.) ............. 12-13
Atlantic (South) ocean (4.) ............. 70-71
Australian Bight (Great) (5.15) ......... 92-93
Azoy (Sea of) (3.4) ..oviviiiinniiiiinnnns 64-65

B

Baffin bay (9.12) ........ccvvviiinivnnnn 210-211
Balear sea (3.1.1.3) ... viviiiiinnnnnnnns 52-53
Bali sea (6.9) ... iiuiiiiiniiiininnnn 114-115
Baltic sea (2.0 .icivissirmsmuininssoenis 34-35
Banda sea (6.18) .. ........ccoiiiiinann 126-129
Barents sea (9.4) ... ..., 200-201
Bass strait (8.7) .....ciiiiiiiiiiiinnn 186-187
Beaufort sea (9.15) .......iiiiiiiinnn. 214-215
Belt (the Great) (2.5) ...............out. 38-39
Belt (the Little) (2.6) .......ccvvuennns 38-39
Bengal (Bay of) (5.12) .........c.cvvuen. 88-89
Berau (Gulf of) (6.21) ................ 130-131
Bering sea [(7.22) ..icscacaswasnunssinsns 164-165
Biscay (Bay of) (1:8) ..uivrassesvensmnne 20-21
Bismarck sea (8.1) .............ccvunn. 176-177
Black sea (3:3) ... iiiiiiiiininiiiiinnn, 64-65
Bonaparte (Joseph) gulf (6.14) ........ 120-121
Bone (Gulf of) (6.19) ......c.ovvvinnnn 128-129
Bo sea (7.6) ... 156-157
Bothnia (GUIf of) (2.1) .......oovvvnn... 36-37
Bristol channel (1.5) .. ......ccoiviiinn. 18-19
British Columbia (Coastal waters of

Southeast Alaska and) (7.14) ........ 166-167
Burma (Andaman or) sea (5.13) ........... 90-91

Pages
C
California (Gulf of) (7.16) ......u.vn 168-169
Canarias sed (1.9) ceesseosonsosenessass 22-23
Caribbean sea (1.11) ..vivviiiervnnineeens 24-25
Carpentaria (Gulf of) (6.15) ......... 122-123
Celtic sea (2.8) civesivssmosnonosnsanes 20-21
China (East) sea (7.3) ..evvininninnenn 154-155
China (South) and Eastern Archipelagic
SEAS (6] swomsw s oesiswem s om vesn we 98-101
China (South) sea (6.1) ...vvvvvinnnnn 102-105
Chukchi sea (9.16) ....ciiiiiiinnnnnns 214-215
Coastal waters of Great Barrier
Reefs (8+4) ..i.iivinivisimansssoios 180-181
Coastal waters of Southeast Alaska and
British Columbia (7.14) ............ 166-167
Coral sea [8+8) isiewunsnnosersmonsnane 182-183
D
Davis strait (9.9) ..oviviiiiiiiiiinntn 206-207
E
Eastern Archipelagic (South China and)
$6AS (6.) sisuwswiwemin e a e woweves 98-101
East China sea (7.3) .iiivvivinencanes 154-155
East Siberian sea (9.1) .....cciviuiinn 194-195
English channel (1.7) ....civvivninnnnnns 20-21
F
Finldand (GUIF of) (2:2) sesnsuvsnsanmans 36-37
Flores sea (6.10) vvvviivevnnneennenns 116-117
Fundy (Bay of) (1.13) ........ a8 od W W e 26-27
G
Gibraltar (Strait of) (3.1.1.1) ........ 52-53
Great Australian Bight (5.15) .......... 92-93
Great Barrier Reefs (Coastal waters
Of) (8 4) sivewrensmemanomenaissiodon 180-181
Great Belt (The) (2.8) ....ovvvvvinnnnn, 38-39
Greenland sea (1.16) ...... e ad e e e 28-29
Greenland (North) sea (9.6) .......... 202-203
Guinea (Gulf of) (2.10) ...vvuiinninnnnnn 22-23
H
Halmahera sea (6.22) ..ivvievivnnnnnns 132-133
Hudson bay i09:77) s sw s sememamvis ois sio 208-209
Hudson strait (9.10) .....ccvvvvennnn. 208-209
I
Iceland sea (9.8) «.viviuninnennnnnnnn 204-205

Indian ocean (5.) .iiiiiiievnnnrennnnns 78-79



Pages
Inland sea of Japan (Seto Naikai)

(757) ssmiaminssnssansn s s smsams o s 158-159
Inner seas off the West coast of

Scotland (1.3) ..vuiniininninrnnnnns 18-19
Ionian sea (3.1.2.3) ovvviiniennnonnnens 60-61
Irish sea and St. George's channel (1.4) .. 18-19

J
Japan sea (7.8) ...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieen 160-161
Jawa Sea (6.7) ..civeasnvnsenenanarenns 112-113
Joseph Bonaparte gulf (6.14) .......... 120-121
K
Kara sea i(9:3) ciceviisisovinansnsonnss 198-199
Kattegat (2.7) ...iiiiiveiiniinunnneennns 40-41
L
Labrador sea (1.15) .viiiiivnnenenennnnns 28-29
Lakshadweep sea (5.9) ....ovvinnniininnnnn 86-87
Laptev sea (9.2) ... 196-197
Liaodong qulf (7.6) ....oovvuivivennnnn 156-157
Ligure sea (3.1.1.4) ..vvivniienninnnnnns 54-55
Lincoln sea (9.13) .iivviiiirnverannnns 210-211
Little Belt (The) (2.6) ....vvvninnnnnnnn. 38-39
M
Makasar strait (6.8) ..........iiiiinen 114-115
Malacca strait (5.14) .iiisovsmeimsnanins 90-91
Maluku sea (6.23) ...vviurinneeennnnnns 134-135
Mannar (Gulf of) (5.10) .....cevvveiuvunnn 86-87
Marmara (Sea of) (3.2) ...voiiiiiiniinnn 64-65
Mediterranean Region (3.) ............... 46-47
Mediterranean sea (3.1) ....cuiiiiiiiinnn 48-49
Mediterranean sea (Eastern basin)

(B0 Te2F o v o win o wce oun o wie oo 8 18 0ok B 08 008 56-57
Mediterranean sea (Western basin)

(35 L02) wisimnisocamsiwvie oo wreiod 5085 508 8 8 Bt 50-51
Mexico (Gulf of) (1.12) .........cvvennn. 24-25
Mindanao sea (6.26) ....coeevvevncncses 136-137
Mozambique channel (5.1) .......ocvvuennn 80-81

N
Natuna sed (6e4) .esiwsnsmessemanss ponos 108-109
North Atlantic ocean (1.) ............... 12-13
North Greenland sea (9.6) ............. 202-203
North Pacific ocean (7.) .......covenn. 144-147
Norith §68 (1.2) icsnswsmsnsinsmsnsmonns o 14-17
Northwestern passages (9.14) .......... 212-213
Norwegian sea (9.7) ....oiiiiiiiinnnnnn 202-205
O
Okhotsk (Sea of) (7.10) ....covviinennn. 162-163
Oman (Gulf of) (5.7) civvivvnininnnennnnn 84 -85
P

Pacific (North) ocean (7.) ............ 144-147

7

Pages
Pacific (South) ocean (8.) ........... 174-175
Palk strait and Palk bay (5.11) ....... 86-87
Panama (Gulf of) (7.16) ....ovvvvvvnnn 168-169
Persian gulf (5.6) viveriiiiniennnnnneens 84-85
Philippine sea (7.1) .uiivvvvnnnnnnnnen 148-151
R
Red sea (5:d) sesm e weiosnwe s omeswsw e oe 82-83
Riga (GUIT of) (2.3) ivcvonosvossnrannns 36-37
Rio de Ta Plata (4.1) ..vviunnernnninenns 72-73
S
Sawll Sea (6.12) ..vvevernsecnssnsnnans 118-119
Scotland (Inner seas off the West coast

0f) (1.3) iviiiniininiinninsnnsnances 18-19
Seram sea (6.20) .iiceveesssneanoncnns 130-131
Seto Naikai (Inland sea) (7.7) ....... 158-159
Siberian (East) sea (9.1) ............ 194-195
Sicilia (Strait of) (3.1.2.2) .......... 58-59
Singapore strait (6.5) ............... 110-111
Skagerrak (1.1) .iviveuieeninineniennnnn 14-15
Solomon sea (8.2) .veecicsvessssssoasse 178-179
Sound (The) (2.4) ..oevviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn 38-39
South Atlantic ocean (4.) .....vvvvunnnn 70-71
South China and Eastern Archipelagic

SEAS (6¢) vivssensenrssosscinivcninis 98-101
South China sea (6.1) ....cvvvvvnnenns 102-105
South Pacific ocean (8.) .....cvvuvenn 174-175
St. George's channel (Irish sea and)

L 3 P 18-19
St. Lawrence (Gulf of) (1.14) .......... 26-27
Suez (GUIf of) (5.2) «ivevnniininnennens 80-81
Sulawesi sea (6.25) .. ..cvvvinnnnninnes 136-137
Sulu sea (6:27) ..vvvuninnnn. e 138-139
Sumba strait (6.11) ... .iieiiiiiinennns 116-117
Sunda strait (6.6) ......... Vo e e 110-111

T
Taiwan strait (7.2) ...iiiiiiiiiennnns 152-153
Tartary (Gulf of) (7.9) .....ovvviinnn 162-163
Tasman sea (8.6) weevisossovesassnsans 184 -185
Thailand (Gulf of) (6.3) ..oviveninenns 106-107
Timor sea (6.13) cuviviernvnnennnnenns 120-121
Tirreno sea (3.1.1.5) uoviuiivninennnenns 54 -55
Tomini (GuU1f of) (6.24) ....ovvvvvnenn 134-135
Tonkin (GUTf of) (6.2) «ivviivuvnnenss 106-107
Torres strait (8.3) ....vvviiiiiiinnnn 180-181
W
White sea (9.5) +vvvevnvenneneeeios.. 200-201
Y
Yellow S€a (7.4) ieevveneeennnsnonnnes 156-157








