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The Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa,

His Excellency the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Through : Secretary, Ministry of Finance and Planning,

Your Excellency,

| have the honour to submit the Preliminary Report of the 2012 Census of Population and
Housing taken on the direction of your Excellency by order published in the Gazette Extra
Ordinary No. 1739/17, of 04 January, 2012 to conduct the enumeration stage of the ‘Census of
Population and Housing 2011’ which was carried out successfully between 27 February and 21
March, 2012. This report presents the population of Sri Lanka, its growth, and the distribution of

the population by district, based on the information gathered at the Census.

The information collected at this Census will be of immense use for planning of
development activities of Sri Lanka especially because it covered the entire country after a lapse
of 30 years. According to the data dissemination plan of the Census which is targeted to publish
the Census information in a timely manner, this preliminary report has been prepared based on
population summaries collected from enumerators immediately after the conclusion of the

enumeration activities.

| am, your Excellency,

Your Obedient Servant,

D.B.P. Suranjana Vidyaratne
Superintendent of Census and

Director General of Census and Statistics

Department of Census and Statistics,
No. 109, Floor 5, Rotunda Tower,
Galle Road, Colombo 3.

20 April, 2012.
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Preface

Census of Population and Housing is undoubtedly the largest statistical undertaking in a
country. A population census provides reliable and detailed statistics on the size, distribution and
the composition of population of a country. The preparation of maps of the ‘Census of Population
and Housing 2011/, the 14™ National Census of Sri Lanka was completed in 2009/2010 and the listing
of the buildings based on these maps was completed in 2011. The enumeration stage of the Census
was carried out in February-March 2012. Information collected at this Census is of utmost
importance to Sri Lanka since this Census covered the entire country after a lapse of 30 years. Only
18 districts out of 25 districts were covered in the previous census which was carried out in 2001 due
to the situation prevailed in Northern and Eastern Provinces during this period. Therefore, the policy
makers, planners, researchers as well as the general public are eagerly waiting for the information
collected at this Census. The department has carefully drawn up a plan to disseminate preliminary
data in order to cater to the immediate data needs as the final data can be released only after the
processing of all Census questionnaires is completed. Therefore, this report has been prepared
based on the summarized population data collected from enumerators immediately after the
conclusion of the enumeration activities. This is a brief analytical report on population of Sri Lanka
by district. It should be noted that the data contained in this report as provisional.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff of the Department of Census and
Statistics, and all other officers who have contributed in numerous ways to the success of the
Census. | would also like to express my sincere gratitude to the general public for their cooperation
at this national endevour.

This report was prepared by the Population Census and Demography Division under the
guidance of the Additional Director General, Mr. H.R. Gunasekera. Analysis contained in this report
was carried out by Senior Statistician, Mr. W.L.D.P. de A. Goonatilleke who was assisted by Coding
Clerk/Data Entry Operator, Mr. R.D.M. Padmakumara in preparation of maps. The report was

printed by the Printing Division under the supervision of Mr. W.C. Weerawansa, Senior Statistician.

D.B.P. Suranjana Vidyaratne
Superintendent of Census and
Director General of Census and Statistics
Department of Census and Statistics,
No. 109, Floor 5, Rotunda Tower,
Galle Road, Colombo 3.
20 April 2012.
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& HlNenes s ST (HhHME).

1981-2012 @H&AOLLILLL STOLULGSHMUS SHBHSHHL C&TeTEnOCLTE Fr5H0STameUNeT eUbLMHS
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ST (h&eImg. Qeual(m el L hisaNgid GOILUTe Qu@BHCHTLLL Nflalisd QHMA 2 (haurssLd
GMDEUGID UTHSMILS SMIOTHSEFSHSHTS  @IDTOIL L MSEh5HE 6UbhSH(HHS LSS FLOTHTEILD
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Qeuwiul’ L wrell L safihsmar Qenenhs AM&ms, Gugear, ol (heusdast Qgrenswdiy 2001).

Ggyitb 2001 Q@mensLSUN6T GUTEH BILIgeT (W(PF FaTGASTMSWTES GSOUINLOUGG SNBSS
Q& TemSLOSILIL HL_62Iq. 560 & S6NT 7Y QEuwIiLL TS LOMEUL L RIS EHES AN LU L

FHASTMSUIL 6T @MISuNDL QUDHMIS QASTETIL. (L (LPFFATEASTENS LSS TGSLD.

Quywenm QTOSLALINGT Sreusenen 1981 b oyl GFeardh CQHSTMSLALLS eyl eir
oIl L LL§HD uGausmans 1981 Qe ¢Cr wmeul LwomuNGhs WTPLLITET DTl L & &6
FHQSHTMS HMHCUTMFIW OMQILL  TeLemeVSeMeT  SlgLiLemLuNed WmpLumemid, HeNABTES etenr
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allenaTalnsd (PHLTEUH Gla&arsh CHTmSLEINOGHS BHIM eu@GLMseear MNer 1971 Glgs6s
QarensLglline gerg Qamemns 12,689,879 o6 QHeHH. HOGHE BIOUG UL FiSesor Lot
Quwen QLLAUHD QFTOmSLSIND BT Cwrss Fastsrans 20,273,649 9485 QUHSIHI.
@Hev 3,418 pUGEREG 6uflGS QL CMETNOLTESTEL  UPEMOWITET AL AL  HMHS
Qeuafuiled euSLILCUTSHOTES Q) ([HSEMTTSE.

sLH® 140 eu@mL smusded Farsgmamnsuller eu@GLHS euemiEs oif 2 wfhs eiHrsi
BHIHMISG 2.8 e6otug udley Qeunuiul L 1953 QgrensSlNer Newen) &6rsH0STensuNeT eUIHLThHS
QeMEs afpld LgliLgung GommealsmLhg STy (H&HME. g6y 2001 QFTmswElNesr Gurg)
HHMSEE 1.2 P& QOBGHS FOg0sTms Gousld @bwsm HIMHNSGSG 072 &6 GCgid
GmmeUmLhHH&EMG. LIDULSET WwOHMID  @oUUSEr&SamLUNL  Coumiumligemess Q& meior(hsen
Qupems HSHIND Bl &mTeowons  sTaULUGLD  efpFAujd  BTgeHHE  CQeueNCHTEEW
ALLAUWTED FT&H0HTMS cuaTf&FH Cousld GeomHE WLLEHHNG 6UGHUSDHEG LRISaNSEHHLILIDSS
srewieond. @ MeTleugHled  Qevmisnsulesr Farsemmse GoODHS CoussHGeMID  LigLiLiguirs
QUeTJFSILHL LD @ CUTEKMET ST IqUN[HSHMS).

4. TQULL igLiLemLulléd Farg0HmemSL LIFLDLIED

BTLIg60T  LOMHMEUIRIGET  OMMID LTI L RiGeflstT  SiglitemLuiled FersCsmensduiledt  LIFLDLIEL
Sl L 6Uen6uuiled SILL LILIL (ReiTerng.
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SILL6UEMETI :- 2 LOMSTEHIRIGET LOMHMILD LTI L MG igluenLuiled FargsHmemaL UL - 2012

5600150618 (RS SLILLL 56001506185 (HSSLILIL L
LOTSMETOILD LDHMILD BUIJ& 66T 6T6001600T1660)8 WP (PEF FUTHOBHTNS
USIILIL_& 60 & & Qeuafuned 6T600T600T1561) & F565LD
Q&IT6ToTL A &G LD

B\ 6vMmIMS 20,274,179 3,418 20,277,597 100.0
GLD6V LOIT & 1T 630 LD 5,835,852 1,442 5,837,294 28.8
Qam(pLbLy 2,322,942 884 2,323,826 11.5
Suamr 2,298,190 398 2,298,588 1.3
& (©1h & &I60M 1,214,720 160 1,214,880 6.0

. . Ld
LD SIWI LOIT & T 6007 LD 2,556,350 424 2,556,774 12.6
&6T0Tlq. 1,367,900 316 1,368,216 6.7
LD TS S 6me6r 482,294 54 482,348 24
HleuQedlIm 706,156 54 706,210 3.5

. - L L
Q60T LOM & 1T 6T0TLD 2,465,333 293 2,465,626 12.2
&med 1,058,902 144 1,059,046 5.2
DT SH6mM 810,629 74 810,703 4.0
SIDUTHCHTL ML 595,802 75 595,877 2.9

. L4 L4
6L LOIT&IT6ToTLD 1,059,888 135 1,060,023 5.2
WITLD LILIT6TDTLD 582,995 76 583,071 2.9
LD 63T6DTITIT 99,063 0 99,063 0.5
Q6w 172,730 59 172,789 0.9
WELEMELSEE 6 92,228 0 92,228 0.5
HeaNABTES 112,872 0 112,872 0.6
P& G LTS 6wILD 1,547,306 71 1,547,377 7.6
L L&&erLL 525,166 20 525,186 2.6
SILD UMMM 645,803 22 645,825 3.2
& (15 CHIT6TILL 63160 376,337 29 376,366 1.9
QUL GLD6V LOIT & T 6T0T LD 2,371,881 304 2,372,185 1.7
& (BBTEH6D 1,611,230 177 1,611,407 7.9
LSSenTLb 760,651 127 760,778 3.8
QUL Lo FUI LOT&IT6woTLb 1,259,200 221 1,259,421 6.2
SIHITTSLFLD 855,373 189 855,562 4.2
QuITeL6BTETTM) M6 403,827 32 403,859 2.0
2AMEUIT LOI & 1T 6T0TLD 1,259,218 201 1,259,419 6.2
LGl emer 811,138 87 811,225 4.0
QILDIT6TTMIT & 63I60 448,080 114 448,194 2.2
EUJS (L6 LOM & IT6TorLD 1,919,151 327 1,919,478 9.5
A& et 1,082,051 248 1,082,299 5.3
C&HMem6L 837,100 79 837,179 4.1

(PHEOI6L  LDTSHMEIIMIGEMGT Sl LILISHLUNED FTHRASTMSBL LJDUMELS SHEHEHM C&men@pd GUms)
BILIG60T F6OHRFHTMHUND [BTHTHD (1 UGHEHGWL HSLM  F15HCHTenS GLO6L  LOMSHTES Hed

QUSIILEMSS STEUOTELNLD. G BT Ig6T QTGS Fo1HFHTmsHUN6T HIOMMNES 28.8 HPGW. SHSHS WHHIL
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(HMOMIOEG 12.6) Qgstr (HIOHMMHS 12.2) wHMID UL Ced (HIOMMHEG 11.7 ) IHIRISETND SO
FOIHCHTMS  STOLLUGHAME. BT Ig60 H&& GODHS FOIHASHTENS UL LDTSHTEI%HH 60
STILGHMG. Q@& BILIG6 (P(RF FaTgASMmEUTNT 5.2 §5aIHLOMGLD.

wreulL FHwWTET  FOHOSTOSHMWS  HUMTGHALEEHSTL  BMLlgshT &S  FaBH6e0mes
FOHOAHTEMSHMUIS QST LOMTEUL L LOME  @ILD(LpmMULD Q&)rr@l.bu wrell LG (Lpsreremnuiley
$s0EMG|. QSMIPLDY LTI L §H6T FaTHABTNS 2,323,822 G AFNEASHSHS LD&S Falqul 2,298,588
I FUHEHTMS QBTPLeL Siuhss  sbuamTaNed STELLGHDS. @@ LML L HS6eT6TgI0
FHAFHTMSHUNCDL 2 effem  MGHWITFD 25274 pUISCOMUTGLD. SLEBHMUSS WLOMHMID LIS &L
GHHHT UIHFHS eUWmSmeT CHTEE QL LAUMID  YeobQuuwige| LmMIL  Qsmpbel  GhTésE
HeowELW(@BD ESET Qe0GeUTs CSM(PLDMUE CIFHTMEMLIWS FalqWSTEONIHLLSTEL  6TuenLouilgleTer
sluamm IRl L Sfamer uflusmG sHley QIS DML LGHHT Fa1505Tme  FMjUeTaNed
AHBFULSHG BTGNS  SeMOhHGleTener. SOUADT QSMIPLY PHW  LIOILLKSmaTSH &aily
WhHHw QeTan&LSLILSEEmeT GCUTsTm @QUb(PenDUd HNHSWOMET FTHAHTME (NMMGLL (& (H TS
(1,611,407) &e6vorlg.  (1,368,216) S@Epgglenm (1,214,880) @QusHeorifl (1,082,299) WMHMID HTed  (1,059,046)
QLA DT L RSN Q@bHEH SIMaNSSUUL G H&HAME. SihG LTIl L hsalaib 1 @) WHeedmIsE
Hsner  FaHAHTMmS  NONGHIUL I (HEHME.  (WpetTemenl  QFTmSSILSHSmeT  GUTETM)
QU WemWD BT GET FOIHOSTOS GHMDHS LLIQILL RISETTS 6UL  LOTETEuSS6T (LPLMeVSE6),
etteormy,  HeNQBTeH  OHMID  eueyesiir  HHuwl Il L RS  MaN&SUILIL g (b &S 6Tmer.
SieumMieeflemnL_ G 1981 QaramsHlNOGHSSH  Cumsim  Quypmpuwd  IssE  GODHS
FOSHQFHTOSHOMUIS QEHMETIL DML L LOME  (LPELENELESHE] SMDHSIETNG. SNHET FIHASHTeNs 92,228
AGL. @& sally 99,063 @id QL FHHMGL GMMEUTET QSHTeMS LD LTI L SHN(BHS
SNMN&SLIUL g (hSEHDE).

Bllg60  eupenowimss UL e Hwhs  Qeuefued QUMY  BUTSHET QSHMLIUTE &S6U6TLD
QeeusgIGeumnmuilesr 1,442  etemd W& Hs  eetviamNGmSWITGeorTy  SmeoilU(Beug — GLOeL
Or&MESHGINTGD. esE  Gammeurear cauadamawirear 71 Guy  sraulu(held  HPsSG
LrSTESHCOWNGLD. WUl L FHULTS SausTd QFeSHermed dHIUMTESS Falql eNHHHD BT 1q60
SHFalqw  Qsmemaswmer 881  Hmhg Ceuelulled euALGUTT  obieNssLUL (ReTeng  Qam(pLdY
QL L $SNGWD. QUL &G LTSH@IGSH 6T, (LPeLsneusFea] WMHMID HeNABTERN LTI L higeafed
Hohg Ceuaflufled euSIIGUT sTeu(hD HHONSSHILL ONCLEMEV.

BIL1q60 SHeWISHGHHSSULULL. QNS FaIHESTMS DML L SiqliLenLuiled UJDL6L SienLhHgleTer aNgLd

2. (h 2 @60 &ML LUUL(BeTeng).
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2. 2 : el L FHwnear FarsOsTemsI LFbUed - 2012

1,000,000

I - 2.000,000

SLOLQMT

FGRSTME
< 100,000

100,000 -
500,000 -

499,999
999,999
- 1,999,999

5. LMeULL FHWTen Far5H0eMms alenjss

TQILL LL§SHD Fars0sTamns euamjeflenwt Qumud Gurg 2012 QSTMSLEHIIL  SHFeUSHsnern
WhHHW QFTOSLHLILS ST SHEHL 6T UL (GU UTTHH0 Goucui(hid. el @& QFTmsLHINDG

LOM6UL LIS (ErhLD

@LLAUMHD 2001  QeTEMSWLEHLNIT  CUTEH  BILIGET NS
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FHIYSEHHG CLLHSLTS QuiHwrs oy BIEWL 2 et ssUULL 1981  QFTESLOSILIT6H

B s EhL o6 eUIICL MM S Leuenemnr 3 Qe &ML LILL (HelTeng).

Sl Leusnernr 3: wreul L ffulleonen FaTEAZHTMS, FATSHOHTMS euaTj&FS aigld (HlgFarsH

Qsrenswduy 1981, 2001 wohmib 2012

QUHLIMTHS eueT&FS

F6O5HEHTNS afBih (EBaiBD)
E Qg,(r%sggfgl’uu Qg(?sﬁ:ngu Qg,(r%sggfggﬂu 1981~ 1981 2001-
1981™M 2001®@ 2012 2001 2012 2012
Qeomims " 14,846,274 18,797,257 20,277,597 1.16 1.00  0.71
Qam(pLbLy 1,675,847 2,239,696 2,323,826 143 1.05 0.35
SLbLQMT 1,367,813 2,060,470 2,298,588 201 1.67 1.02
& (b & SI6M 823,964 1,065,635 1,214,880 126 125 1.23
&630Tq. 1,032,335 1,276,202 1,368,216 1.04 091 0.65
LDIT& & 606 352,860 439,031 482,348 1.07  1.01 0.88
mleuQeSiwim 583,716 702,689 706,210 091 0.6l 0.05
L) 805,403 989,769 1,059,046 1.0l 0.88 0.63
LDIT&&6mM 642,235 760,990 810,703 083 075 0.59
SUbUMHCHTL ML 421,277 525,913 595,877 .09 1.12 1.17
WITLD LILIT6B0TLD 734,474 - 583,071 - =074 -
LD 63T6DTITIT 105,276 - 99,063 - =020 -
e siwim 93,694 - 172,789 - 197 -
WELEMELS S0 73,886 - 92,228 - 071 -
HeNABTES 90,778 - 112,872 - 0.70 -
DL L &8 6Ly 329,343 - 525,186 - 150 -
SIDLTemM 383,275 592,596 645,825 214  1.68 0.81
&), G TEIIILD 616V 250,771 - 376,366 - 131 -
& (HHTEH6L 1,198,795 1,458,385 1,611,407 096 095 0.93
L&SenLD 485,619 709,002 760,778 1.86 1.45 0.66
SIBITTHLILD 575,546 742,535 855,562 125 1.28 1.33
QUITeLHBMI M6 253,411 358,804 403,859 171 1.50 1.11
Lglener 620,839 778,422 811,225 111 0.86 0.39
QLD ITEOTITIT & 6m6V 269,684 396,521 448,194 1.89 1.64 1.15
Br&Herym 779,927 1,016,221 1,082,299 130 1.06 0.59
CaHEHMEm6EL 678,456 784,371 837,179 0.71  0.68 0.61

1. sHGumgienar WTeULL 6TeLemELGeM6T Lilg. WITPLUMEHILD WHMIL HeNABTFS MUl L Rusafet HFeysen &L ULl (Heimerss

2. 2001 QamemsAHUND WITHILTEILD, euejafim, Ty, HeNQABTES, WeLmeHEeal L L&SLIL, LOHDID HEHCHTENDmMED
QAW WTOILL MG QFTMSLHIY BL G EMEHHT LTSH QFWWOUL TSSO DML L RGMNHSTE Fa160STmSmW WHUITL L

Neweory @MIHLITES SENSEASESSILLL (L) BTLigHGWrer wHILLIULL Fargagmams 2001 Qer & sMLLOUL eTang).

@MY : 2012 Gl&ar ASMOSLALUND HUTHmTS HEISAHBSHSHD UPMLWITST UHOIL &M SiqLUmLILTES Q&Ten®h
GumHAsTeTemiuL L Liquited 76| Uil (6@ 1981, 2001, 4& QBLRSMYID Far0sTmeWLTeEs STLLOUL G GUIUS bS

QETmSLSILSeM6 Tl L UL §H QuHMIS QSTETaMILLL QIELWITES QGG FaISASTOSWIMGLD
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B 1q60Tg SiseneNlevnen &aHESTemS FIeUOWISHISGSHIW LoTeUL L RisefNed(BhE MeNssUuL L
CUTHID BLHG STLHHO(BHCH FaTHASTMEHUNDT Falgll QULTHS euenf&s afpld smemliu@Geug
BILlg60T 2 e0JUOWISHISGSHW IOl L MSaNeOBGHECHLTGL. @gemer GG oL euenesor 3
Qgafleursl NHued&HDG. 2001-2012 QsmenswSILL  sTeoliLGHullsr Gurg 2001 CQSTEOSOSILIL
BLAIQSMSSHET LTHH QFLWNULL  reul L sl el LGSl  OTSTESSevieTer  SBITTSHLY
LIl L §HO®EHCs (HIHAONHG 1.31) HFalgll QUGLIHS  FaHAsTms  aualfdsl  afgb
SNMGSILL I (BHSEH. S Sl 2.60f eueowsGHANGHw HburHCsTienL. (HMHOMHG 1.7)
Quremrssmer  (HIHMMHS 1.15)  womib  QurevssteTTmienel  (HIHOMHES 1.11) W
wrell L saNed@Ghg 1 F5B5HHGL AHsWLIET  UGBLIHE Fa1505Tms  euajss  afgbd
SNMGSLILL I (E&HMG. SiF CUTHIM GHEITEHED WIQILL ST euajés afFd 0.93 sFHaEHLOMS6LD,
SiUTeNM MUl L §Sl6T euanj&s afpd 0.80 HYoHabd, UsSFHeDd reul LGS euemjss eaigd 0.65
QBTSN 2 6Targ. QLD WML L RISEEL 6T FIaeWSSHSGHI GO LTsTansHer &HeEnHHenm (1.23
afg OHMID sbuamr (1.02 afFb) WHW LTI L KIS QUi edhbhSHID 6NN Falgll 2 WfhHS
QUBLMHE FOTHASTMS eUafES aiFd HMENGSLILL Iq.(HEHHETMGI. Q&ML LOmeUL L LD GOUUTS B
NGCeHED  QUIHSHHLOUIDTHVISE 2 6ETeUGETD NG AT UNHSHTD Q@ LOTEUL L RIGEMETILILD
W&&6T UAILSNGS QFfley Qsleusmed Q& HHDPSTE QIHEHSMD. (PHSHW QSHTOSLALILSSaMN6
STLLUULCL LG BILlgesT &S UGHUNO(HHE LeoCLUI(HD &S SLOUOMIT LTI L SmGU|LD C1%esT
LOISTESHENBHSH LEODLWI(HLD LD&SET SHEpHSHMD WLIQILL Sm WD uILGHE OFfley QFILG0
Qeua(p WLIQILL RSN FaHASTMS  eueMf&H sTjueTaNlsd HSFLILSET g CFLUTEG
Qe SHUNHESHME| 616018 &(IhG6VITLD

2001 @lgarg Qammswdlimul Uiss Qs (phg gemerul LTIl L hiGEheT @b (WM
FUHAFTMS uaf&FH algHHL GMUINLESHES ICFL  SDEFLTS HOWLHEHLUS LOMeOBHTL (HLI
QuBHGCHTLL L NiCHesHHemel NIHRESSQUILGSHID NTSTET DTULL MG @IesorLmer [leuQyediuim
(0.05%) wHMID ugiener (0.37%) AW @@ WL hGaNOGEHSID NN GoODhE FaIH0SHTMHS
auemEs afg gheNssiul g GUUCSWTGL. GOLUTS Qeual(h Wwraul L hsaNagid QuBHCHTL LS
SOm  SsiqluusnLufeomssr  Geusmeveumillil] 2 (HeUTHSLD — GODMEUHL UG  SHMyeoons — Geum)
NyCeHERSEHGF CFLNIGNID UMHISTLIL SMIEUHSATNEITE eUbhg CEFIHS LDSSHET FLONSHTID 6JHLL L
Metteorj BTG SMD UGS LTI L RSmeT CHTHE LeobQuifeugid @eual(h Lomeul L hiseilergih
FOISH0HTMS eUeM&ES afgld 086 GmmMbS L LEHHO QOHLUUSHES STIIIONS @)(5HSSHE0MLD.

2001 Q6L SIMETIGHG| OMUL L MIGH@pLD 2 61TeMLSSLILLTHLIGUITEL 1981-2012 Glq.&6018 QFTOSLOSILILIS
STeolIUGHUNNET HeuaTHSled QHTNCeUTLMUNGT UHFalqll eUMIEH B 1.97 6mib euemj&s
afpld QL LTSTES ST euejaiur Il L SHeNGHE HNMNSSUULIG(HSEME. 6UL  LDTSHTEwS ST
J6METIILI  LOMEUL L MiGeMNed(hh& WSHHSSHenmed QLD QUILTHE LD&SS&ET cua il reUl LSHMHGSL LeoLd
QUMW  Seueumml b GBS Hevj QDML L §HCOCW uAUUFGID Qb 2 Wjhs
FUHQFHTMS UNMTEHNESG JHUTH Q5658 (LDIgILLD.

Qurgleurs CHIGGLOL S8 AGsusOTe  OTULLRSGeMND euanfés e 1 sgahiHmgall
IHELMES SrLLUGHsTn CurHepd 1981-2012 sTLLUGHUINID 2 WfHS euejEs aissHemners
STEWOIPIGEIGH 2 60UV DT L MSGeMGeGILITEGLD.  sTeueummmuilaid  1991-2012  &mevLiL@Suilest
Gumg wWMPLILMEILD WMMID D66 oMUl L Ri&SeMNed([Bhg &Sarsasmams auafss ainsHed allpss
@61M STLLUIUGEDS. WHsHHemed QL AUWTHS FardH0gTmaeuNcd el @IDLOMEIL L MiSeMedl([hhg
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Qeuelyfs@pd® UeLCAUWTHE®L @QHDEG &MJaLTs: QHSHDS.

2001

AsTmsLSIY LSS

Qeuniul’ L omeIl L RgEnet 1981 - 2001 smeoluGHuNed Sy euGLIhS euemjss efgméul

2.14%

STeoLLGHUNID 1.68% 6TemIld 2 WIfHE euenf&s afpld S ULEGETmEI.

6. FUHOHTMS ILTHH)

Qenesis  SML QU  SIPSHG OTSTENSHEHT DUTMD LTI L S0 BHS

1981

2012

SiLLsusnenr 4: wrall L FHwmer sars0smms LiHS Glaar, all Gausdhsen QgmamasdLiy

1981, 2001 wmmwo 2012

FMHASTMS SILTSFH (F8I) HCeomBHDIT

e60TIGVI6NENT [HLITGET) Remeo
LDMEUL_L_LD Blasas G456 B9 &6
QSTELAI  QgTesAIL2 AT 1981 2001 2012
1981 001 2012

Qeomiens 230 300 323
Qam(pLdL 2,605 3,330 3,438 1 1 1
SLLAMT 994 1,539 1,714 2 2 2
5@55 MM 516 677 771 5 3 3
&etulg, 554 667 714 4 4 4
&ITe0) 487 613 655 7 5 5
LOM& &M 516 600 638 5 6 6
WITLRLILITEUOTLD 795 - 628 3 - 7
Gaamemev 412 466 497 8 7 8
HleuQedwim 354 412 414 9 8 9
G HBHTHEL 254 316 348 10 9 10
@QusHeui 246 314 334 11 10 11
uglenen 227 276 287 12 11 12
USGend 165 246 264 14 12 13
LTS Geman 180 226 247 13 13 14
SIbUMHCSH ML emL 164 211 239 15 14 15
L L &&eriiy 134 - 201 16 - 16
SILDUTEOM 86 140 153 18 15 17
& CHMETILDEMEL 98 - 149 17 - 18
QumeLstTET M6 77 117 131 20 16 19
SIRITTSLLD 82 112 128 19 17 20

HeNQABTEH 76 - 94 21 - 21
aleyesflm 36 - 93 25 - 22
QLOmETMT& M6V 49 72 81 23 18 23
LDGOT6OTITIY 53 - 53 22 - 24
LPELMEVS E6 39 - 38 24 - 25

GOIY : 2001 Gla&aTd ASTOBLAINDEG SIRIG HEOUSASHESILLL A I1G6d LD
FUSHQAFHMEMSEOMWIILD g LILDLWITES Q&  QeORIM&SESESTET F61H0STmS ST L LLL I HSEHMS).
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FUHASHTMSHUTNGT LU LTIl L RGefledlsd UJhHg eumpHern  ForgbsTansulledbhg Eem
STEWILILLLTID, FaI50HTMS HGeneiled epeim SJeioi(y 6UTLDHEHM DTUL L MIGH6T  @6uThiSTeuor
Geugn(GQinefed  Hleoriugrilest SigliLemnLuled &FersRHMems 660tm  Heo® eUMPH6TD LNFCHEFMHIGHET
QarLjuuns SLumibg urjés Ceudn@Gb. @FME Heolurly 0@ 66TNed  eUMPSHIETID BHLUFSH66oT
Qamems  etetr  UMINNSSILILEGSSLUILGHSTD Far505TmS  SLFHSHUNeneT  SHSHD Qsmemen
Gougni(hd Goum) MBS Famieusmuilet @b §&J HGeom WBHMGHESTeT LFLN6D uTLD&A6TD HUjS6rMedr
cT6TTenNSemEEnL  H(hG Couan(Hbd 1981, 2001, 2012 SHw QFTOSLSHLILSS6MNEL  Sieueurm
SemelL LUl L meul L Ri&eflei Lig &am&05mams &S L eusnsmiuiied STl LiLhE6Tmg)

QuIgleuns qBSHHS QEHTEULTED BT Ig6ll FIHAHTMS HHSHALULL 6T SFTTUETONCD  FerTSHCSHTNS
LTSS SH&RNGGeeng. 1981 Gugar QAgTmswIHlND g5 HCom WBHMT @TMISES 230 HUTSHET
611 QbhS F1HRSTMS SILTHE 2012 QerensND 323 ausmy ASHSHSHHSSHETMS. 2001 2 L 66
RUINEGmsUNL QI (Weom Fard QHTms SILTEHE @@ §&5T HCor BHm®meE 300 Hevhl BN (BHE
323 948 23 L HENGHHHEHMGI.

LIl L. UL §E0 Fas0sTmse SLTSHSHUNT g SHeueaid QFeuSHCUTOTUNGT SHT6wI%H S 1q L
LNJSTETILOMET SIDEFLOMS SMDEUF 6L LTEULL MIGaTL FOTEHOHTNS SEHMOWITE LHHUND Gehg
STEWILLGLD  SHetTenbujld &ev LML L KIS OGS Gomhe SFarHegHTemns aNmNG b LILenG LD
SMWIGHFalQWISTS QOUUSTGL. LG Crssns UumisGL &) Qs sLHS epeuleur(p
QaTSLAINMILD  STENHEFWSTESNHEGD CT WA CUTEETGL. AFTUFH  QUIHUTS
ChHré@LIL GG FIaUOWILDd 6TEMmPSSLILEL G LmsTauddler CsMLY, SLUADT, SEFSHSHIMMD
AW IO L RSMeOGHEHID QOFH6T HmFuled ADLHHHSGL &TeN LTEHMM WA HHFCWIT]
QI L hiGaNId  WGSHUI  OTETESHHET  &Hetollg OO L HSHVID QI TSTEISHS  WITLDLILIT6s0T
LTULLSSHVID  SHSLTET  FOIHHTENS &S STEILLEGHDE. G WM CGTenSHSHLIN6HTLIY.
FFalqlll FAIHCAHTNS SILTHH SHmeLiL(beus) Q&n@mu hEEOISH HMOHSITHSE CEHTEHIIL Q&n@mu
LML L $HOTGD. ST FH0ETMS SLfEHH 1981 QeTemsLALND &5 HGCOMEHMT @eTMHG
2,605 pUISERL  2001@60 3,330 BUISEHLOTGLD Quwen Qnhs oletel 3,438 o5 Ged
2HBREAMG . QaTPLY WILL$HDG SGHSSTE 2 WihHs &FMGASTME SLTHE smaulLGaIS)
NG ST UNHERTD SHOUAMT LTI L GHeom@L. QWenm QHTMSLALNGGT &5 HGeoMBMHMIT
@e1NHG 1,714 BUTSTS 2 6Tang. GG GMIUNLL QSMIPLDL, SLUAMT, SEbSHIOM, SH6wollg, &HTeO),
LOT&S6MM,  WIMLPLILITETOTLD QL& TRILL RGeMed 600QMHGL  NHSLOTET  FarsEFHTms S T&E
Sl HME).

QuUITEIUTS TBSHGEIS QSTEIILTL QUL LOTSHTETIGHS6T LosoTerT, eueleslilm, (WeLemevSEel, HaNQBITES
QILLDSSHIUI LOTSHTEESHH6 SBITTHLTLD, QUITCLETEIMIENeY SHIPHE LOMSTEuSEH6 DL L SSHELiL SIDUTen,
HmGCHTEIDmMeL  WMMID — 261eUT  LOTHTEOISHH6  CQUOMTEIITHMED Q&  TAILL MG  GmDhE
FOIHCHTEMS IILTHSMCI  SHTETSHFalq WISTHE TS @LDLOMEIL L RIGEF6T DL L SSHENLIL  LDMeUL L LD
SNJHg eemert MUl L mgaNed 1981 Qgmemsw&lifsr CuTg @@ 5T HCoMBHDRO®BHS BHLTSHET
Qemems 100 allLé GmmeuT@. SiGeTUg QWD SiHS I L R&GT BILIg60T GHODh
FOIHCHTMS SILFEHHMWS Q&HMEIL MU L RISTS QHESTmeT. @QUPMD  HLDLOTEUL L MG @6
&gl &Ceom BHMT epettMed 100 pUfSMeT L& Gemmeumsst QHTens HeNABTES, eueysofiwim,
WLMEGE], DTS, COTEIIT&HEMeY &AW OTEIL L RISEHD, SAHITHUID,  QUITLETTMImE,
H(HGCHTETIDEMED, SIDLTMM Q& LTIl L MSeed(bH& 200 BUSHmeT 6N GMDhG CQFHTMmSI|LD
STEILILGHADGE. BrLllged LSS GODHS FaHSHTMS SILFEHH 2 66T IULLLD (LPELMVSETSLD
QUwennm SIMEG 857 HCoMBHMATTETNL uHlGGL DTS cmumMesme 38 @G, el L
FHUNL &6r1SHCHTNS SILTHSE S QUG 2.(h 3 60 STLLLLL BeTengl.
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Population of Sri Lanka by district

Executive Summary

The enumeration stage of the ‘Census of Population and Housing 2011’, the 14th
National Census conducted in Sri Lanka was carried out between 27 February and 21
March 2012.

Population according to this Census which covered the entire country after a lapse of
30 years was reported as 20,277,597.

Census 2001 covered only 18 districts of the country. However, compared to the
estimated total population of the Census 2001, population has increased by 1,480,340
which is an increase of 7.9 per cent.

Average annual population growth rate between 1981 and 2012 stood at 1.0 per cent,
while the same between the intercensal period of 2001 and 2012 was reported as 0.7
per cent. It can therefore be concluded that the population of Sri Lanka is still growing
but at a lesser rate.

Major share of 28.8 per cent of the population live in the Western province while only
5.2 per cent of the total population live in the Northern Province.

Out of the 25 districts, two districts reported more than 2 million population. Colombo
district reported the highest of 2,323,826 while, Gampaha district reported the second
largest population of 2,298,588.

Other than Colombo and Gampaha districts, Kurunegala (1,611,407), Kandy
(1,368,216), Kalutara (1,214,880), Ratnapura (1,082,299), and Galle (1,059,046) districts
reported population more than a million in each of them.

Mullaitivu (92,228) district reported the lowest population followed by Mannar
(99,063) district. Only these two districts reported population of less than one hundred
thousand.

During the intercensal period of 2001 and 2012, districts in the dry zone reported the
highest average annual population growth rates as in previous censuses.

During the intercensal period of 2001 and 2012, highest average annual population

growth rate of 1.33 per cent was reported from Anuradhapura district. Next highest
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annual growth rates in dry zone were reported from Hambantota (1.17 per cent),
Monaragala (1.15 per cent), Polonnaruwa (1.11 per cent), Kurunegala (0.93 per cent),
Ampara (0.81 per cent), and Puttalam (0.66 per cent) districts.

Kalutara (1.23 per cent) and Gampaha (1.02 Per cent) of the Western Province reported
a relatively higher population growth rates. This may be due to the fact that in-
migrants to Western Province opting to settle down in Gampaha and Kalutara districts.
Migration from other districts to the Free Trade Zones in Katunayake and Biyagama has
contributed to the population growth visible in Gampaha district.

Nuwara-Eliya and Badulla, which represent the upcountry estate sector reported low
growth rates of 0.05 per cent and 0.37 per cent respectively. Lack of employment
generations in estates, return to their original homes of those who have moved due to
conflict situations in the Northern parts may be some possible reasons for this decline
of population growth rates.

Similar to previous censuses, Colombo district reported the highest population density
of 3,438 persons per square kilometer. The next highest population density of 1,714
persons per square kilometre was reported from the adjoining Gampaha district.
Coastal districts in the South-West from Kalutara, Galle to Matara, Kandy District in the
Central Province and Jaffna district in the Northern Province have reported population
densities of more than 600 persons per square kilometer.

All districts in the Northern Province except Jaffna district and Monaragala district in
the Uva Province have population density of less than 100 persons per square
kilometre. Districts in North Central Province as well as Trincomalee and Ampara
districts in the Eastern Province have recorded population densities of less than 200
persons per square kilometer.

At the time of the 1981 Census, Vavuniya district recorded the lowest population
density of 39 persons per square kilometre while in this Census, adjoining Mullaitivu

district reported the lowest population density of 38 persons per square kilometer.

30



Population of Sri Lanka by district

1. Introduction

Planning for the ‘Census of Population and Housing 2011’, 14" National Census of Sri
Lanka since 1871 and the first Census since 1981 covering all the districts in the country, was
initiated by the Department of Census and Statistics (DCS) in 2008. The preparation of maps
at Grama Niladhari (GN) level was completed in 2009/2010 and the listing of the buildings
based on these maps was completed in 2011. The enumeration stage of the Census was
scheduled for and the activities carried out in February-March 2012. The enumeration stage
was comprised of two rounds: the first round, which was carried out from 27th February to
19th March 2012, involved collection of data of persons according to their places of usual
residence, and their housing units. The revision of data collected in the first round to
account for any births, deaths or changes of residence between the date of collection and
the Census Date, which is 20" March 2012, was carried out during the second round, based
on a defined Census Moment of midnight of 19" March 2012. Enumeration of the homeless
people who do not have a usual place of residence was carried out during the night of 19"
March 2012, based on the above Census Moment. About 80,000 enumerators were
deployed for data collection. Supervision of these activities was carried out by the Grama
Niladharis and other appointed government officials. District Secretaries functioned as
Commissioners of Census for their respective districts while the Divisional Secretaries
functioned as the Deputy Commissioners of Census for their respective Divisional
Secretariat divisions. The necessary technical guidance to conduct the Census was provided

by the officers of DCS.

An important feature of this Census is the coverage of the entire island after a lapse
of 30 years since 1981. Only 18 districts out of 25 districts were covered in the previous
Census which was carried out in 2001 due to the conflict situation in Northern and Eastern
Provinces prevalent during that period. Census activities in Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi districts in the Northern Province and in Batticaloa and

Trincomalee districts in the Eastern Province could not be completed during that Census.
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Population of Sri Lanka by district and related indicators in Sri Lanka is presented in
this preliminary report. This report has been prepared based on the summarized population
data collected from the enumerators and their supervisors immediately after the conclusion
of the enumeration activities. Therefore, the data contained in this report should be

considered as provisional.

2. Background

The enumeration of persons in this Census was conducted based on their places of
usual residence (de jure) replacing the methodology adopted in the previous Censuses
where the enumeration of persons was done on de facto basis in which persons were
enumerated at where they were found at Census night. However, due to difficulties faced
by policy makers and planners in using Census data for long term planning purposes as well
as operational issues of conducting the Census at night (between 6 pm and 12 midnight),
especially in enumerating people on the move has led to the change of the method of

enumeration to de jure.

The place of usual residence of a person for the Census purposes has been defined
as ‘A place where a person has been living continuously for more than 6 months or

intends to stay more than 6 months continuously at the time of Census’.

According to the above definition, persons were enumerated at the housing units
they were usually residing while persons who were usually residing in hostels, prisons,
rehabilitation camps, hospitals such as the Hospital for the Mentally Ill and the Leprosy
Hospital where patients are warded for a prolonged period, have been enumerated at those

places.

Data from the Censuses of 1981 and 2001 are used for comparison purposes in this
report. Nonetheless, population at the Census 2012 was enumerated based on their places
of usual residence while that of 1981 and 2001 were based on de facto method and
published accordingly. However, in this report, population by districts in Censuses of 1981

and 2001 are presented by their places of usual residence to make the comparison more
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meaningful. Therefore, it should be noted that population by district with respect to 1981
and 2001 Censuses used in this report for analysis differ from the published data for the said
Censuses. Also, the total estimated population figure published in this report for the entire
country in the 2001 Census is the total of the estimated figures for the districts where the

Census was not conducted and the actual enumerated figure for the rest of the country.

For the comparison of the population data by district of the current Census with that
of the 1981 Census, the district population of the 1981 Census of the then Jaffna district, has
been divided into these two districts based on the current district boundaries. Even though
there is no change in the number of districts between the 2001 Census and the present, the
administration of the Welioya Divisional Secretariat Division, which was established in 1987
with land area in both Mullaitivu and Vavuniya districts and was coming under the
administration of the Anuradhapura District during the period of the conflict, has been
transferred to the Mullaitivu District by the Ministry of Public Administration letter Ref. HAF-
2/4/DEST/07/0483 dated 30" August 2011. When the above change is taken into
consideration, there have been 14,022 Grama Niladhari divisions established in 331
divisional secretariat divisions in the 25 administrative districts belonging to the 9 provinces

of the island at the time of the Census.

3. Total population and population growth

The first official Census conducted in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) on a legal and scientific
basis was recorded in 1871 under the British regime in the colonial era. The total
enumerated population, intercensal increase of population and the intercensal average
annual growth rates in population for the series of Censuses conduced so are depicted in

Table 1 and Figure 1 given in next pages.
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Table 1: Population enumerated at the Census, intercensal

increase, and average annual growth rate, 1871-2012

Intercensal increase Average
Census date Enumera'ted Annual
population Number Percentage  8rowthrate
(per cent)
1871 March 27 2,400,380 - - -
1881 February 17 2,759,738 359,358 15.0 1.4
1891 February 26 3,007,789 248,051 9.0 0.9
1901 March 01 3,565,954 558,165 18.6 1.7
1911 March 10 4,106,350 540,396 15.2 1.4
1921 March 18 4,498,605 392,255 9.6 0.9
1931 February 26 5,306,871 808,266 18.0 1.7
1946 March 19 6,657,339 1,350,468 254 1.5
1953 March 20 8,097,895 1,440,556 21.6 2.8
1963 July 08 10,582,064 2,484,169 30.7 2.6
1971 October 09 12,689,897 2,107,833 19.9 2.2
1981 March 17 14,846,750 2,156,853 17.0 1.7
2001 July 17 18,797,257 3,950,507 26.6 1.2
2012 March 20 20,277,597 1,480,340 7.9 0.7

Note : Under Census 2001, total estimated population for the country which is calculated
based on the estimated population of Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, and
Kilinochchi districts of Northern Province, Batticaloa and Trincomalee districts of Eastern

province, where enumeration was not taken place is given.
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Figure 1 : Population enumerated at the Census and average

annual growth rate, 1871-2012
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The population in the country has been increasing continuously since the inaugural
Census in 1871 which recorded a total population of 2,400,380. An increase in population, in
general terms, is an increase in the population in a certain geographic area. This continuous
increase in population growth has resulted in recording a total population of 12,689,897 in
the 1971 Census which was conducted 100 years after the inaugural Census. The current
Census, conducted 40 years thereafter, records a total population of 20,277,597. Out of this

total population, 3,418 persons are homeless without a place of usual residence.

There is a decreasing trend in the population growth rate since the Census of 1953
which recorded the highest population growth rate of 2.8 in the 140 year history of Census-
taking. Accordingly, the population growth rate of 1.2 recorded in the Census of 2001 has
further decreased to 0.7 in the current Census. The long standing decline in the natural
increase of population which is the difference between births and deaths and the out-
migration have contributed to this low level of population growth. A gradual increase in the

population however is observed in the country notwithstanding the low growth rate.
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4,

Distribution of the population by district

Population distribution by province and district is given in Table 2 below.

Table 2 : Population distribution by province and district, 2012

Population enumerated

Total population

Province and District enumerated
Uzual

residents Homeless MNumber Percentage
Sri Lanka 20,274,179 3,418 20,277,597 100.0
Western Province 5,835,852 1,442 5,837,294 28.8
Colombo 23229437 884 2,323 8526 115
Gampaha 2,298,190 308 2,298,588 113
kalutara 1,214 720 160 1,214 880 6.0
Central Province 2,556,350 424 2,556,774 12.6
Kandy 1,367,900 316 1368216 B.7
Matale 482,294 54 482 348 24
MuwaraEliya 708,156 54 706,210 35
Southern Province 2,465,333 293 2,465,626 12.2
Galle 1,058,802 144 1,055,046 52
Matara 810,629 7d 810,703 4.0
Hambantota 505,802 75 595 877 249
Northern Province 1,059,888 135 1,060,023 5.2
laffna 582,995 Fil= 583,071 29
Mannar 99,063 0 99 063 0.5
Vavuniya 172,730 59 172,789 049
Mullaitivu 92 228 0 02,228 05
Kilinochchi 112,872 0 112 372 0.6
Eastern Province 1,547,306 71 1,547,377 7.6
Batticaloa 525,166 20 525,186 26
Ampara 645,803 22 645 825 3.2
Trincomalee 376,337 29 376,366 19
North Western Province 2,371,881 304 2,372,185 11.7
Kurunegala 1,611,230 177 1,611,407 7.9
Puttalam 780,651 127 760,778 3.5
Morth Central Province 1,259,200 221 1,259,421 6.2
Anuradhapura 855,373 189 855,562 42
Polonnaruwa 403,827 32 403,859 20
Uva Province 1,259,218 201 1,259,419 6.2
Badulla 811,138 a7 811 225 4.0
Monaragala 448,080 114 448 194 22
Sabaragamuwa Province 1,919,151 327 1,919,478 9.5
Ratnapura 1,082,051 248 1,082,290 53
Kegalle 837,100 79 837,178 41
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The Western Province accounts for more than one fourth of the total residents (28.8
per cent) in Sri Lanka. This is followed by the Central Province (12.6 per cent), Southern
Province (12.2 per cent) and the North Western Province (11.7 per cent) respectively in that
order. The Northern Province records the lowest population percentage in the country at

5.2 per cent.

According to a district-wise analysis of the population, Colombo District continues to
record as the most populous district of the country with a population of 2,323,826. This is
followed by the adjoining district of Gampaha, which records a population of 2,298,588. The
difference between the populations of these two districts is a mere 25,238. The worker in-
migration to the export processing zones in Katunayake and Biyagama located in the
Gampaha District as well as the selection of Gampaha district for residence due to the ease
of commuting to Colombo district which is the commercial and administrative hub, could
reasonably be attributed to the relative increase of population in the Gampaha district.
Apart from Colombo and Gampaha districts, as observed in previous Censuses, large
populations of over one million have been recorded from Kurunegala (1,611,407), Kandy
(1,368,216), Kalutara (1,214,880), Ratnapura (1,082,299) and Galle (1,059,046) districts
respectively in that order. Mullaitivu, Mannar, Kilinochchi and Vavuniya districts of the
Northern Province continue to record the lowest populations among the districts in Sri
Lanka as observed in previous Censuses. As in the case of the Census of 1981, Mullaitivu
District has recorded the lowest population in the country at 92,228. Mannar, with a
population of 99,063, is the only other district to record a population of less than one

hundred thousand.

The highest number of homeless people of 1,442 is recorded from the Western
Province. The lowest number of such persons in a province is recorded from the Eastern
Province where the figure is a mere 71. As can be expected, Colombo District with a total of
884 homeless persons accounts for the most number of homeless people among districts.
Mannar, Mulativu and Kilinochchi districts in the Northern Province do not record a single

homeless person.

Figure 2 depicts the total enumerated population by districts in the country.
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Figure 2 : Population Distribution by district, 2012
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5. Growth of Population by district

Comparison of population of previous Censuses and the Census 2012 portray a better
picture of how population has grown at district level during the intercensal period. However, since

the Census immediately prior to this, the Census of Population and Housing 2011 did not cover the
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entire island, population by district of the last island-wide Census of 1981 was also compared. Table
3 below shows a comparison of population by district according to the last three Censuses and

population growth rates by districts.

Table 3 : Population by district and annual annual growth rate,

Censuses 1981, 2001 and 2012

Average annual growth

Population rate (Per cent)
District i i i

oo Pt PO o sost oo

1981" 2001% 2012 2001 2012 2012
Sri Lanka 14,846,274 18,797,257 20,277,597 1.16 1.00 0.71
Colombo 1,675,847 2,239,696 2,323,826 143  1.05 0.35
Gampaha 1,367,813 2,060,470 2,298,588 201 1.67 1.02
Kalutara 823,964 1,065,635 1,214,880 1.26  1.25 1.23
Kandy 1,032,335 1,276,202 1,368,216 1.04 091 0.65
Matale 352,860 439,031 482,348 1.07 1.01 0.88
NuwarakEliya 583,716 702,689 706,210 091 0.61 0.05
Galle 805,403 989,769 1,059,046 1.01 0.88 0.63
Matara 642,235 760,990 810,703 0.83 0.75 0.59
Hambantota 421,277 525,913 595,877 1.09 1.12 1.17
Jaffna 734,474 - 583,071 - -0.74 -
Mannar 105,276 - 99,063 - -0.20 -
Vavuniya 93,694 - 172,789 - 1.97 -
Mullaitivu 73,886 - 92,228 - 071 -
Kilinochchi 90,778 - 112,872 - 070 -
Batticaloa 329,343 - 525,186 - 1.50 -
Ampara 383,275 592,596 645,825 2.14  1.68 0.81
Trincomalee 250,771 - 376,366 - 1.31 -
Kurunegala 1,198,795 1,458,385 1,611,407 0.96 0.95 0.93
Puttalam 485,619 709,002 760,778 1.86 1.45 0.66
Anuradhapura 575,546 742,535 855,562 1.25 1.28 1.33
Polonnaruwa 253,411 358,804 403,859 1.71 1.50 1.11
Badulla 620,839 778,422 811,225 1.11 0.86 0.39
Monaragala 269,684 396,521 448,194 1.89 1.64 1.15
Ratnapura 779,927 1,016,221 1,082,299 1.30 1.06 0.59
Kegalle 678,456 784,371 837,179 0.71 0.68 0.61

(1) Jaffna and Kilinochchi data is given based on current district boundaries.

(2) Under Census 2001, total estimated population for the country which is calculated based on the
estimated population of Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, and Kilinochchi districts of Northern
Province, Batticaloa and Trincomalee districts of Eastern province, where enumeration was not taken
place is given.

Note : population at the Census 2012 was enumerated based on their places of usual residence and
therefore in this report, district-wise population in Censuses of 1981 and 2001 are presented by their
places of usual residence to make the comparison more meaningful.
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Even though the districts in the wet zone of the country reported high population
counts, as shown in Table 3, high annual population growth rates have been reported from

the districts in the dry zone over the years which can be clearly seen in Table 3 above.

Out of the 18 districts covered in the Census 2001, the highest annual growth rate
between 2001-2012 intercensal period was reported from Anuradhapura district (1.33 per
cent) in the North Central Province. In addition, Hambantota district (1.17 per cent),
Monaragala district (1.15 per cent) and Polonnaruwa district (1.11 per cent) which belong to
the dry zone have reported annual growth rates over 1 per cent. Kurunegala district (0.93
per cent), Ampara district (0.81 per cent) and Puttalam district (0.66 per cent) have also
reported comparatively high annual population growth rates. Moreover, Kalutara district
(1.23 per cent) and Gampaha district (1.02 per cent) of Western Province in the wet zone
have also reported annual population growth rates over 1 per cent respectively. It could be
possible that the rapid commercialization, of especially the urban areas of Colombo district
may have opted people to choose the two neighbouring districts as their residence and
hence the comparatively high annual growth rates. As observed in previous population
Censuses, it can also be considered that people who are migrating from across the country
are choosing Gampaha district as their residence and those who are migrating from
southern parts of the country preferring Kalutara as their district of residence may have

contributed to the comparatively high annual growth rates reported in those districts.

One of the most important highlights observed in the population growth rate during
the intercensal period of 2001 and 2012 in the 18 districts covered at the 2001 Census is the
significantly low growth rates reported from Nuwara-Eliya and Badulla districts. These two
districts which represent the upcountry estate sector reported growth rates of 0.05 per cent
and 0.39 per cent respectively. Out migration from these districts to other areas due to lack
of employment generation in estates, return to their original homes of those who have
moved due to conflict situation in Northern parts may be some possible reasons for the

decline of growth rates observed in Nuwara-Eliya and Badulla districts.
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With the objective of giving a complete picture of population growth rates of all
districts and since the entire country was not enumerated in the 2001 Census, population
growth rates of 1981 and 2012 are also analyzed in this report. The highest annual
population growth rate of 1.97 per cent between 1981 and 2012 was reported from
Vavuniya district. Many people who have displaced from other districts in the Northern
province due to the long standing conflict situation in those areas migrating to Vavuniya
district and opting to settle down permanently in Vavuniya district may have caused the
high growth rate in that district. Even though most of the districts reported a growth of 1
per cent or more between the Censuses of 1981 and 2012, higher growth rates among them
were observed in the districts in the dry zone as explained above. However, Jaffna and
Mannar districts reported a decrease in growth rates between 1981 and 2012. It is evident
that out migration of those who have displaced due to the conflict situation in those
districts has been the reason for the observed reduction in population growth in those

districts.

Of the 18 districts covered in the 2001 Census, Ampara district which reported the

highest annual growth rate of 2.14 per cent between 1981 and 2001, also reported a

comparatively high growth rate of 1.68 per cent between 1981 and 2012.
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Population Density

Table 4 : Population density by district,

Censuses 1981, 2001, and 2012

Population density (Persons per square

kilometer) Rank

District

Comis 1961 Come 2001 Comusaotp 1981 2001 2012
Sri Lanka 230 300 323
Colombo 2,605 3,330 3,438 1 1 1
Gampaha 994 1,539 1,714 2 2 2
Kalutara 516 677 771 5 3 3
Kandy 554 667 714 4 4 4
Galle 487 613 655 7 5 5
Matara 516 600 638 5 6 6
Jaffna 795 - 628 3 - 7
Kegalle 412 466 497 8 7 8
Nuwaraeliya 354 412 414 9 8 9
Kurunegala 254 316 348 10 9 10
Ratnapura 246 314 334 11 10 11
Badulla 227 276 287 12 11 12
Puttalam 165 246 264 14 12 13
Matale 180 226 247 13 13 14
Hambantota 164 211 239 15 14 15
Batticaloa 134 - 201 16 - 16
Ampara 86 140 153 18 15 17
Trincomalee 98 - 149 17 - 18
Polonnaruwa 77 117 131 20 16 19
Anuradhapura 82 112 128 19 17 20
Kilinochchi 76 - 94 21 - 21
Vavuniya 36 - 93 25 - 22
Monaragala 49 72 81 23 18 23
Mannar 53 - 53 22 - 24
Mullaitivu 39 - 38 24 - 25

Note : For Census 2001, density of the country is calculated based on total estimated population
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Even though the distribution of population could be expressed in terms of the
number of persons residing in each district, it is vital to analyse this in relation to the land
area of the district in order to study the level of concentration of the population in a
particular district. Population density, defined as the number of persons in a unit area, could
be used as the most appropriate measure for this purpose. In other words, it is important to
calculate the number of persons in a square kilometer for this purpose. Table 4 above
depicts the district-wise comparisons of population densities based on the data from 1981,

2001 and 2012 Censuses.

Population density in the country, in general, has increased in keeping with the
increase in population. The population density of 230 persons per square kilometer in 1981

has increased to 300 in 2001 which has continued to increase to 323 in the 2012 Census.

There is high variation of population densities among districts. Colombo, Gampaha
and Kalutara districts in the Western Province, coastal districts of Galle and Matara in the
Southern Province, Kandy District in the Central Province and Jaffna in the Northern
Province have high population densities. According to the current Census, the highest level
of population density is prevalent in the Colombo District. The population density in the
Colombo District, which stood at 2,605 persons per square kilometer in 1981 and increased
to 3,330 persons per square kilometre in 2001, has increased further to 3438. The next
highest figure of 1,714 is recorded from the adjoining district of Gampaha. All other districts
of Kalutara, Kandy, Galle, Matara, and Jaffna mentioned above have population densities of

more than 600 persons per square kilometer.

In all recent Censuses in general, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi
districts in the Northern Province, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa districts in the North
Central Province, Batticaloa, Ampara and Trincomalee districts in the Eastern Province, and
the Monaragala District in the Uva Province have recorded very low levels of population
density. Except for the Batticaloa District, all the districts mentioned above have recorded
population densities of less than 100 persons per square kilometer in the 1981 Census. In
this Census also the districts of Kilinochchi, Vavuniya, Moneragala, Mannar and Mullaitivu

have reported population densities of less than 100 persons per square kilometer.
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Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Trincomalee, and Ampara districts reported a population
density of less than 200 persons per square kilometre. However, Mullaitivu is the district
with the lowest population density in the country with 38 persons per square kilometer.

Population densities of different districts are illustrated in Figure 3.

Figure 3 : Population density by district, 2012
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English translation by : Ms. U.V.Jayakody
Senior Statistician
Population Census and Demography Division
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