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White-winged Duck Cairina (=Asarcornis) scutulata
and Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus: two
new country records for Bhutan

ANWARUDDIN CHOUDHURY

Inthisnote I report the recent addition of two new species
to the list of Bhutan’s avifauna.

WHITE-WINGED DUCK Cairina (=Asarcornis) scutulata
This is an Endangered species (BirdLife International
2004), occurring from north-eastern India to Indonesia
(Green 1992, Choudhury 1996, 2000, BirdLife
International 2001). In north-eastern India, it is mainly
known from the rainforests of eastern Assam (Ali and

Ripley 1987, Choudhury 2002). In Assam, the bird has
not been recorded from areas close to the India-Bhutan
international boundary. The nearest record was from near
Barpeta (¢.26°25'N 91°02E, ¢.50 km south of the nearest
point on India-Bhutan international boundary) in 1886
by Stuart Baker (Green 1992). It is resident in its range
across South-East Asia with some local movement
depending on water conditions (Choudhury 2000,
BirdLife International 2001).
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On 3 August 2006, I observed and video-recorded the
first instance of a White-winged Duck in the Mathanguri
(Matharguri) area (26°47'N 90°58’E) of Manas National
Park, Assam, India (Choudhury 2006). The duck was
resting by the side of a pool at 17h15, about 30 m away
from me. The light was good, and with a 10X telescope,
I could see its blackish-brown upperparts with metallic
green hue. The underparts from breast to flanks were
chestnut-brown. The head and neck were white with black
speckles. The bill was orange-yellow with black spots,
and the legs were also orange-yellow, but paler than the
bill. When the bird took flight after about a minute, a
large white patch on its wing shoulders (upper wing-
coverts) became prominent. The bluish-grey secondaries,
which I had not noticed earlier, were also visible in flight,
as seen in the video recording. Its small size and slightly
dull coloration suggested that the bird was not an adult
male. The iris colour differs between the sexes (orange-
yellow in the male; brown in the female), but the eyes
were closed when the bird was resting and the iris could
not be observed. Later that day I saw one (possibly the
same individual) and heard two more ducks of this species
at 18h00 and 18h10, respectively. The calls were recorded
on the audio track of the video camera. On the morning
of 4 August at 04h50, one White-winged Duck was seen
on the water and two others in a tall Bombax ceiba tree. At
05h15, one duck perched low in a B. ceiba tree, in semi-
silhouette, was video-recorded with a Sony camcorder
(20x optical zoom). On 9 August at 17h50, a call was
heard in the same area.

On the night of 3 August 2006, i.e., the day of the first
sighting, at around 19h30 I heard the honking call of
White-winged Ducks near the forest bungalow at
Mathanguri on the international border. One duck was
seen and it is possible that I missed another one because
of poor visibility. The bird(s) flew from south to north
and then turned towards the south-east. In the process it
(they) flew between the Boundary Pillars numbered 200
and 200/2 between India and Bhutan, just below the
bungalow (26°47'N 90°57’E), thus entering Bhutan.
Subsequently, the forest staff who camp on the border at
Mathanguri for patrol duty also heard honks at night,
when the ducks flew from south-east to north-west, i.e.,
towards Royal Manas National Park, Bhutan. There was
no possibility of confusion with other species by the forest
staff, as the wintering geese Anser spp., and the Ruddy
Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea, whose honks might be
confusing for those unfamiliar with the calls of C. scutulata,
were absent at that time of year. The White-winged Duck
has a distinct honking call, which is uttered while on the
water (rarely), while roosting, and also during flight
(Choudhury 1996). All the feeding and roosting sites of
the White-winged Duck observed by me in Manas were
between 500 m and 1 km from the India-Bhutan
international boundary.

BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER Merops philippiniss

The Blue-tailed Bee-cater is a common species in
the plains of India. It occurs as a summer visitor in the
Gangetic and Brahmaputra plains while in peninsular
India it is mainly a winter visitor (Ali and Ripley 1987).
In Assam, it is mainly a common summer visitor.
However, because some birds remain until November
and others arrive early in April, it has been treated as a
resident undergoing some local migration (Choudhury

2000). In Assam, the bird has been recorded in many
areas close to the India-Bhutan international border,
notably in Manas National Park (26°44'N 91°12’E), in
the Ultapaniarea (26°43'N 90°18’E) of Chirang Reserved
Forest (Kokrajhar district) and also in Kumarikata
(26°45'N 91°33’E) and Guabari (26°47'N 91°40’E) areas
(Baksa district).

Atabout 11h15 on 22 June 2006, I observed 10 Blue-
tailed Bee-eaters perched on electric wires near the first
check gate on the way to Nganglam town in Samdrup
Jonkar district of Bhutan (26°49'N 91°13’E). The site
was about 1.5 km from the Indian border (Manas National
Park, Assam) and was a clearing at an elevation of about
200 m. The birds were perched on two wires and were
conspicuous because of their number. Earlier in the
morning, while driving from Nalbari to Koklabarien route
to Nganglam, I saw a few perched on electric lines between
Jalah and Kamardoisa (ILakkhi Bazar) (26°42'N 91°12'E),
in Baksa district, Assam (India).

The birds were about 15 m away and were easily
identifiable even with the naked eye. They were
conspicuously larger than the commoner Green Bee-eater
Merops orientalis. Still, I used a 10X scope and located
one bird to make a detailed description. It was, like
other bee-eaters, a slender, richly coloured bird,
predominantly green with a narrow blue patch onits face.
Ablackeye-stripe was conspicuous. The throat was yellow
and brown while the beak was black. Its rump and tail
were blue with two elongated central tail-feathers or ‘tail-
pins’. One of the ‘tail-pins’ was shorter than the other.
Later on, I scanned the rest of the group and confirmed
that all were of the same species. Subsequently, I saw at
least seven birds flying (singly and not as a group) and
catching insects in the air in the Choki area covering both
Bhutan (Samdrup Jongkar district) and India (Subankhata
Reserved Forest, Baksa district) (26°48'N 91°25’E) on
5 September 2006.

The other bee-eaters found in Bhutan and Assam
are Green Bee-eater (much smaller and without the blue
tail), Chestnut-headed Bee-eater M. leschenaulti
(conspicuous chestnut head and almost square-ended
tail with a partial notch) and Blue-bearded Bee-eater
Nyctyornis athertoni (much larger, different coloration and
square-ended tail), all of which are distinct from the Blue-
tailed Bee-eater. It could have been confused with the
rather similar-looking Blue-cheeked Bee-cater
M. persicus but this species is known from drier north-
western India (Ali and Ripley 1987) and sighting of such
numbers on both India and Bhutan side seemed
impossible. Moreover, on closer observation, the blue
tail and rump distinguishes Blue-tailed from Blue-cheeked
Bee-eater, which has green tail and rump. The Blue-
tailed Bee-eater has notbeen reported from Bhutan earlier
(Inskipp ez al. 2004, Spierenburg 2006).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to thank the following for their help during my visits: A.
Rabha (Field Director), R. Bhattacharjee (Deputy Field Director), S.
Sharma (Assistant Executive Engineer, E & D department), Hakim,
Moinul Haq (both drivers), M. Saikia, G. Medhi, Das, Talukdar,
Baishya (all of Assam police), members of the Manas Maozigendri
Ecotourism Society, Bijoy Choudhury of Barama and the Drukpa (SDO)
of Nganglam for his hospitality during my visit to Bhutan.



Forktail 23 (2007)

SHORT NOTES

155

REFERENCES

Ali, S. and Ripley, S.D. (1987) Compact handbook of the birds of India
and Pakistan. Second edition. Bombay, India: Oxford University
Press.

BirdLife International (2001) Threatened birds of Asia. Cambridge,
U.K.: BirdLife International.

BirdLife International (2004) Threatened birds of the world. CD-ROM,
Cambridge, U.K.: BirdLife International.

Choudhury, A. U. (1996) Survey of the White-winged wood duck and the
Bengal florican in Tinsukia district and adjacent areas of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. Guwahati, India: The Rhino Foundation for
Nature in North-east India.

Choudhury, A. U. (2000) The birds of Assam. Guwahati, India: Gibbon
Books and WWF-India.

Choudhury, A. U. (2002) Conservation of the White-winged Wood
Duck Cairina scutulata in India. Pp. 52—-64 in A. R. Rahmani and
G. Ugra, eds. Birds of wetlands and grasslands: proceedings of the
Salim Ali Centenary Seminar on conservation of avifauna of wetlands
and grasslands. Mumbai, India: Bombay Natural History Society.

Choudhury, A. U. (2006). White-winged Wood Duck Cairina scutulata
in Manas. Mistner 7(3): 13-14.

Green, A.J. (1992). The status and conservation of the White-winged
Wood Duck Cairina scutulata. Special Publication Nol7.
Slimbridge, UK: International Waterfowl and Wetlands Research
Bureau (Special publication No. 17).

Inskipp, C., Inskipp, T. and Grimmett, R. (2004) Birds of Bhutan. New
Delhi, India: Timeless Books.

Spierenburg, P. (2006) Birds in Bhutan: status and distribution. Bedford,
U.K.: Oriental Bird Club.

Anwaruddin Choudhury, Depury Commissioner, Baksa. Correspondence: The Rhino Foundation for Nature in North-east
India, clo Assam Co. Lid, Bamunimaidam, Guwahati 781 021, Assam, India. Email:badrul @sify.com

Further significant bird records from Atauro Island,
Timor-Leste (East Timor)

COLIN R. TRAINOR and PEDRO J. LEITAO

The bird fauna of Atauro island, Timor-Leste (East
Timor; 150 km?, 23.5 km north of Dili) was summarised
in Trainor and Soares (2004), who listed 84 species.
Atauro is the largest and highest (995 m) of two islands
now administered by Timor-Leste. It is part of the
volcanic Inner Banda Arc and has had a different
evolutionary history to adjacent Timor island. Despite
this, only the finschi race of Olive-brown Oriole Oriolus
melanotis suggested any influence on the avifauna by Wetar
island (18 km north-west), and no bird species
characteristic of the Flores—Alorisland chain was recorded
(Trainorand Soares 2004). The presence of 14 restricted-
range birds including the Endangered Timor Green
Pigeon Treron psittaceus highlighted the conservation
importance of the island (Trainor and Soares 2004). One
site on Atauro, Mount Manucoco, has been recognised
as a ‘protected wild area’ by the Timor-Leste government
(UNTAET 2000) but there is limited management on
the ground.

The number of resident birds known on each island in
Wallacea depends on many factors including: island size,
habitat diversity, elevation range, extent of disturbance
and degree of isolation from source populations as well as
survey effort (Trainor 2002, 2005a). Understanding
patterns of species richness on islands can therefore
highlight survey priorities.

METHODS

Here we provide updated information on the birds of
Atauro island collected by three ornithologists. Jan Keast
(JK) visited the east coast on 1 December 2003; CRT

visited during 19-24 April 2005, mainly within 2 km of
Makadade village at 500-700 m on the central plateau of
the island; and PJL visited during 21-24 December 2005,
making observations mostly around Tua Koin and
between Tua Koin, Mt Manucoco, Anartutu and open
waters between Dili and Atauro.

To explore survey adequacy we examined the
relationship between number of resident bird species and
island area for Atauro and 14 other “Timor-group’islands.
Lists of resident birds were generated from White and
Bruce (1986), Coates and Bishop (1997), Trainor (2005a)
and CRT (unpublished data).

RESULTS

We recorded 13 species new to the island, and made
notable observations of nine other species.

RAINBOW LLORIKEET Trichoglossus haematodus

Three birds were seen on 22 December 2005 flying
through open Eucalyptus alba savanna woodland,
supporting the anecdotal report in Trainor and Soares
(2004). The subspecificidentity of this taxon is unknown,
and more observations are needed to determine this.

WHITE-THROATED NEEDLETAIL Hirundapus caudacutus
New island record. Two birds were observed on 22
December 2005 flying a few kilometres north-east of
Anartutu (c.400 m altitude). Most records of this migrant
in the Nusa Tenggara region occur during the period of
southward migration during September—January (Coates
and Bishop 1997).



