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CREATIONISM AND EVOLUTION 

Britons and Canadians More Likely to 

Endorse Evolution than Americans 
A majority of respondents in the United States believe God created human 

beings in their present form. 

 
[NEW YORK – Sept. 5, 2012] - People in Britain 

and Canada are more likely to vouch for the 

theory of evolution than their counterparts in the 

United States, a new Angus Reid Public Opinion 

poll has found. 

 

In the online survey of representative national 

samples, two thirds of Britons (69%) and three-

in-five Canadians (61%) think human beings 

evolved from less advanced life forms over 

millions of years—a view shared by only 30 per 

cent of Americans. 

 

In the United States, 51 per cent of respondents 

believe God created human beings in their 

present form within the last 10,000 years. This 

opinion is shared by just 22 per cent of 

Canadians and 17 per cent of Britons. 

 

Regional Breakdowns 

 

In the United States, respondents in the Northeast are more likely to think human beings evolved (37%) 

than residents of the South (24%). The proportion of Americans who endorse evolution shifts with age, 

from a high of 35 per cent for respondents aged 18-to-34 to a low of 23 per cent for those over the age of 

55. 

 

In Canada, Quebecers are the most likely to endorse evolution (71%), while Albertans (48%) are the least 

likely. In Britain, respondents in the South of England (15%) are the least likely to believe in creationism, 

compared to 23 per cent for Londoners. 

 

 

KEY FINDINGS 

 69% of Britons, 61% of Canadians and 30% 

of Americans think human beings evolved 

from less advanced life forms over 

millions of years 

 51% of Americans, 22% of Canadians and 

17% of Britons think God created human 

beings in their present form within the last 

10,000 years 

Full methodology details and topline results are at the end 

of this release. 
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Full Methodology Details: 

 

Angus Reid Public Opinion conducted an online survey among: 

 

- 1,002 American adults who are Springboard America panelists, from September 4 to September 5, 

2012. 

- 2,010 British adults who are Springboard UK panelists, from August 30 to August 31, 2012. 

- 1,510 Canadian adults who are Angus Reid Forum panelists, from August 30 to August 31, 2012. 

 

The margin of error—which measures sampling variability—is +/-2.2% for Great Britain, +/-2.5% for 

Canada, and +/-3.1% for the United States. The results have been statistically weighted according to the 

most current education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of the 

entire adult population of each country. 

 

 

Learn about our electoral record / Consult our surveys / Follow us on Twitter 

 

 

About Angus Reid Public Opinion 
Angus Reid Public Opinion is a public affairs practice headed by Dr. Angus Reid: an industry visionary who 
has spent more than four decades asking questions to figure out what people feel, how they think and who 
they will vote for. A team of talented and experienced practitioners with a unique and profound 
understanding of global issues conduct high quality research throughout the world on a daily basis for 
corporations, governments, academic researchers, and non-profit organizations. 

 

About Vision Critical® 
Vision Critical is a global research and technology firm that creates software and services solutions for 
over 600 clients, including one third of the world’s top 100 brands. The company has offices across North 
America, Europe and Australia as well as a Global Partner Program that provides other research 
companies and consultants with access to top-of-the-line technology. Its Sparq™ product is the most 
widely adopted community panel platform on the planet. 

 
 
 

- 30 - 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact 
our spokesperson listed in the footnote.

http://www.angus-reid.com/record
http://www.angus-reid.com/polls/
http://twitter.com/AngusReidGlobal
http://www.angus-reid.com/
http://www.visioncritical.com/
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Creationism and Evolution 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and development 

of human beings on earth? 

 

 
CANADA 

 

 

UNITED STATES 

 

 

BRITAIN 

 

 
Human beings evolved from less 

advanced life forms over millions of 
years 

 

61% 30% 69% 

 
God created human beings in their 
present form within the last 10,000 

years 
 

22% 51% 17% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

16% 18% 14% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

 

CANADA 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and development 

of human beings on earth? 

 
  
 

 
Gender Age 

 TOTAL Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 

 
Human beings evolved 
from less advanced life 
forms over millions of 

years 
 

61% 67% 56% 65% 64% 55% 

 
God created human 

beings in their present 
form within the last 10,000 

years 
 

22% 20% 25% 20% 21% 26% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

16% 13% 20% 15% 15% 19% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

 

CANADA 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and development 

of human beings on earth? 

  

 Region 

 TOTAL BC AB MB/SK ON QU AT 

 
Human beings 

evolved from less 
advanced life 

forms over 
millions of years 

 

61% 62% 48% 53% 60% 71% 58% 

 
God created 

human beings in 
their present form 

within the last 
10,000 years 

 

22% 22% 35% 24% 24% 13% 27% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

16% 16% 17% 23% 16% 16% 16% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

 

UNITED STATES 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and 
development of human beings on earth? 

 
  
 

 
Gender Age 

 
TOTAL Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 

 
Human beings evolved 
from less advanced life 
forms over millions of 

years 
 

30% 35% 23% 35% 30% 23% 

 
God created human 

beings in their present 
form within the last 

10,000 years 
 

51% 47% 58% 45% 53% 60% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

18% 17% 18% 20% 17% 17% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

 

UNITED STATES 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and 
development of human beings on earth? 

  

 Region 

 TOTAL Northeast  Midwest South West 

 
Human beings evolved 
from less advanced life 
forms over millions of 

years 
 

30% 37% 28% 24% 32% 

 
God created human 

beings in their present 
form within the last 

10,000 years 
 

51% 48% 49% 61% 48% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

18% 15% 23% 15% 20% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

  

GREAT BRITAIN 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and 
development of human beings on earth? 

  
 

 
Gender Age 

 
TOTAL Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 

 
Human beings evolved 
from less advanced life 
forms over millions of 

years 
 

69% 74% 64% 67% 69% 69% 

 
God created human 

beings in their present 
form within the last 

10,000 years 
 

17% 15% 19% 20% 16% 16% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

14% 11% 17% 13% 15% 14% 
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Creationism and Evolution 

  

GREAT BRITAIN 

 

 

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view regarding the origin and 
development of human beings on earth? 

  

 Region 

 TOTAL London 
South of 
England 

Midlands and 
Wales 

North Scotland 

 
Human beings 
evolved from 

less advanced 
life forms over 

millions of 
years 

 

69% 60% 74% 66% 69% 69% 

 
God created 

human beings 
in their present 
form within the 

last 10,000 
years 

 

17% 23% 15% 18% 15% 22% 

 
 

Not sure 
 
 

14% 18% 11% 16% 16% 9% 


