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A Lamanite youth spenks in 8 Chareh meeting

LAMANITES AND THE BOOK
OF MORMON

OU native Americans who are calied

Indigns—who are you? Where did you come

from? Do you knaw that your ancestors
were once & mighly nation upon the American
continent?

Evidencas of the great nations of your
ancestors have been found on this continent, Much
has been learned about your people from studying
these evidences. However, the bast source of
true Information that tells who you are, where
you came from, and what you can achieve Is found
In an important book—the Book of Mormon,

The Book of Mormon: A History of Your Ancestors
THE Book of Marman is a history of your

pecple. It is your book. That is why members
cf The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints feel @ responsibility 1o tell you about It.

The Book of Mormon is scripture. The gospel
of Jesus Christ is written in both the Book of Mor-
mon and the Bible. The Bible is scripture because
it contains the word of God, The Bibie prophet
Ezeklel foresaw tnat In the latter days the writings
of the Jews—the Bitie~—and the writings of your
ancestors—the Book of Morman—would ba |oined

The Lord said 1o Ezekiel:

Moreover, thou san of man, take thee one
stick, and write upon i, for Judah, and for the
chifdren of Jsraal his companions: then taks another
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stick, and wnite upon i, for Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim, and for all the houss of israel his
companions

And join them one 10 arother inte one stick;
and they shall become one in thine hard
(Ezekiel 37:16,17.)

@ e o % ™
Lot and hin propie reach the promised aind

God loves your people on this cantinen!
|ust @s he lovas all his children. The Beok of Mor-
mon tells how your forefathers came trom Jerusalem
about 600 years before the birth of Jesus
Christ. A prophet named Lehi was warned by God
1o take his family and leave Jerusalem because the
City was going 1o be destroyed. The Lord
directed Lehi and his family to the seashore,
where he toid them how to build a ship. Then thisy
sailed to what is now known as America

After arrving In America, these people planted
seeds and harvested crops They found the
earth rich with metals, which they moidsd into
tools for building homes and cities. They built great
temples and highways and made beautiul clothes
They had great faith in Ged, and he blessed
them. but there weare also times of wickedness
that resulted \n wars and dastruction

Two groups formed and fought each other,
One group called themselves Nephites, and
Itie other group was Xnown as Lamanites. The
Lamanites were marked by the Lord with a
darker skin

The Lamanites were wicked duting some
pericds of higtory, while at other times they were
obedient fo God's commandments. An account
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HMolaman and 9y Ta0 thousans young warois

is given of some of your ancestors who buiit
ships and sailed from the Amerncan continent with
their families, never returning, Thesa people
journeyed 1o the islands of the seag and have lived
there ever since

Just belore Joesus Christ was born, the
Lamanites had become & righteous people. The
Lamanite prophet Samuel visited the wicked
Naphites 1o tell them that the Savior would soon be
born In Palestine. When the Lard was born,
God let your ancestars know by showing them a new
s1ar and othar signs,

HILE Jesus Christ was living in Palastine
he organized his church and he taught
the people many things. He fald them that

there was another psople in the world that he

Wwas 0oing 1o visit. He was speaking of youf

people in America

And other sheap | have, which are not of
this fold. therm aisa | must bring. and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd, (John 10:18.)

When the Savior died on the cross, the
earth shook ang thera was darkness in the land
of Jerusalem for three hours. At this same time.
a lerrible destruction occurred in the Americas,
and thick darkness covered the land for throe days
Sometime following the three days of darkness
a voice was heard by all the people on the
Amarican continent. It wae the voice of Jesus
Christ, who |ater appeared 10 e people as he
descended out of heaven, Clothed in a white robse,
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he stood in the midst of them and said, ''Behold
| am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets testified
shall come into the world, " (3 Nephi 11.10,)

Your pacpia remembered he prophecies
concerning hig coming,. and they fell down and
worshipad him

Your People Saw Christ and Spoke with Him

NO it came to pass thal the Lord spake
unto them saying:
Arise and come forth unio me, that

ye may thrust your hands into my side, and also
that ye may feel the prints of the nalls in my
hands and in my feet, that ye may know that |
am the God of (sragl, and the God of the whole
earth, and have been slain for the sins of the worid

And Il came o pass thal the multitude went
forth, and thrus! thair hands Jnto his side, and ovd
feel the prnts of the nalls in his hanas and in
his feel; and this they did do, going forth ons by
one untit they had &!l gone forth, and did see with
their oyes and oid feel with their hands, and avd
know of a sursly and dfd bear record, thal it
was he, of whom if was written by the prophets
that should come.

And when they had all gone forth and had
witnessad for themselves, they did cry oul with
one accerd, saying

Hosanna! Blessed be the name of the Mos!
High God! And they did fall down at the feet of
Jesus, and did worship him. (3 Nephi 11; 13-17.)

The Savior continued 1o teach your ancestors.
He blessed the children, healed the sick, and
taught the pecple to repent and to be baptized In
his name. He chose leaders from among them and
gave them authority to baptize and to carry
on 1he affairs of his church. He taught them many
other truths and commanded them that these
things should be written

After Jesus vssited the peaple, they lived
in love and peace for more than 200 years. Then
they began to forget the Lord, and they separated
into two groups again—ths Nephites and the
Lamanies. You are descendants of the Lamanias

After the groups formed, war covered the land
Both the Nephites and the Lameanites had fallen
away from the true church that the Savior
gstablished when he was hera. The Lamanites
aventually destroyed the Nephites



Your History Was Preserved

ORONI, a nghteous man whom the

Lord allowad 10 witness the destruction of

the Nephites, buried the record of
your ancestors, wrilten on goid piates, so it would
not be destroyed. Your record lay butied in a
hillsige for more than 1,400 years, In the year
1823, Moroni, now resurrected, was sent by the
Lord fo a young man named Jogeph Smith
Maroni told him whera the history of your people
was buried.

Tha Prophet Joseph Smin recatves the
oid pintes, a recodd of 1he ancent infiat.
187/ of the Amercas. from the Angeal
Maoroni i 1827

Under the direction of the Lord, Joseph
Smith translated the history into modern English,
and this was published as the Book of Mormon in
1830, While it is the history of the ancient
Americans, It also containg the gospel of Jesus
Christ. God wanted to bring the gospel back to the
earth because ha had taken it away when the
Lorg's followers forgol him and bacame wicked.

The restoration of your record was an important
part of banging the gospe! back to earth The
Lord has estat¥ished his frue church on the earth
through his: prophet Joseph Smith

Members of the Church feel a responsibility 1o
the Lamanite people, whose foretathers originally
wrole the Book of Mormon, The Lord has given
his restored church the responsitility of retuming
your book to you and of teaching you its message.
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You Can Know That the Book of Mormon
is the Word of God

HE great prophiet Moronl has given ycu a
challenge concerning the message of the
Book of Mormon:

Behold, | would exhort you that when ye
shall read these things, if it be wisdom in God that
ye should read them, that ye would remember
how mercitul the Lord hath been unto the children
of men, from the creation of Adam even down unto
the time that ye snhall raceive these things, and
ponder It In your hearts.

And when ye shail receive these things, | would
exhort you that ye would ask God, the Frarnal
Father, In the name of Christ, It these things are
not trye; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart,
with real intent, having faith in Christ, e wiil
manifest Ine truth of it unto you, by the power of the
Holy Gtost. (Moronl 10.3,4.)

The Book of Morman is your book. It is the
word of God 1o your people. Test it and leam lor
yoursell, and thereby enjoy the many blessings
promised 10 you by the Lord when you accept the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mission Addresses

Mazor offices of The Chureh of Jesus Thast of Larer-cay
Sawts e foCated wotlowsdy. Some nre nted below. You can \eam
mure about e Chuioh and abowt the gospel o Jesus Creat

Ly cortucing e ofMce nearast you

Argenting Busnos Aires Soum Mission
Casifa de Correo 147

Lomas de Zamor, Buenos Alres
Argentina

Austraia Syaney Misson

5 Russul Street. Wolstonecraf!
Syoney, NSV, 2088 Austalia
Brazil Sao Paule North Missan
Cuama Pogtal 20808

Sao Pouo, SP,, Brazk

Cattornis Los Angeles Mission
1531 Eaal Tample Way. # .0 Box
24389

Los Angeea. Calésenia 50024

Canaca Teeomo Masion

228 Oueen Syeet East, Sulte 205
Brampsco, Ontario. Canata LBV 104
Cenmack Capennagen Mason

164 Dalgas Govlavard

UK 2000 Copanhagan F. Denmure
Engiand Landon Mission

64788 Exhittion Asad

Loodon SWT 2PA, England

France Parns Mason

23, ree du 1) novembre 1918
7B110 L& Vésinel, France
Gartrany Frarkturt Misson

6 Frankfurt/ Main 30
Damarsitasse 9, Germary
Haong Keng Misscn

No. 2 Corrwell Streel, Kawon Targ
Kowlcon, psang Kong

Italy Roma Misson

Va Cmcre 85

Qo141 Home, Haly

Japan Tokyo Mesicn
S-6-10 Minami A2abu
Manao-Ki, Tokyo 106, Japan

Lauvimna Baton Rouge Mission
11754 South Haralls

Ferry Road

Bacn Houge, Louisans 708714
Maxica Moo Ciry Mission
Mame Caucaso 1110

Lomas de Chapultesec

Mexico 10, D F

M550 Indapendance Missicn
206 Soulh Faasant Sieet, Box 455
wiepandence, Madoun 64051

Netherancs Araterdam Msson
Waldsckisan 3
Hiverss, Nathar ands

New York New Yors City Misson
Two Lincon Sauarw, 125 Culumbus
Avenue

Hew Yorm City, Hew York 10023
Fhlippines Mania Msson
Commercial Cectar, .0 Bax 801
Makati, Rizal. 070§

Philippines

a1 Lake City Msaonary Depanment
50 Eas! North Temply
St Lava City. Utah 83150

Samod Ap'e Mission

FO.Bow 197

Apn, Westen Saman

Soulh Alrce Jorannsstury
‘Cumorat’’, No & Feth Avenue
Lower Houpnton, Jehannesburg

Tranavaal, South Africa

Spain Madnc Msson

Cafle Ssn Temo 28

Madnd 18, Span



