From Victoria to Vladivostok:
Canada’s Siberian Expedition
1917-19
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Petrograd, 1917
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Railway rolling stock, Vladivostok
~ 1918
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Konstantin “Kosta”
Sukhanov

President of Vladivostok Soviet
December 1917-28 June 1918



British cruiser HUS Suffolk in Vladivostok's Zolotoy Rog
~ March 1918
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Allied troops overthrow Vladivostok Soviet,
June 1918
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General Dmitri Horvath

White Russian governor
of Eastern Siberia,
July 1918-January 1920




American soldiers march into Vladivostok, August 1918



Imperial War Cabinet,
London

Canadian Prime Minister Robert Borden
(and a young Winston Churchill)




Canada’'s intervention in the Russian Civil War
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“Marching out of Petawawa,”
by C.W. Jeffreys (1918)
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Canadian soldiers travelling west through the Rocky Mountains,
October 1918



Soldiers in barracks, New Westminster
November 1918




Inspection of the troops, 259" Battalion,
Willows Camp, Victoria
November 1918



Armistice
11 November 1918
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Soldiers on day leave from the Willows Camp, Victoria
December 1918



Canadian soldiers at “Hands Off Russia” meeting
Victoria, December 1918



s

Soldiers marching to ship, Victoria, December 1918
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“Departure Day” Mutiny
21 December 1918
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Railway bridge destroyed by Partizans
Siberia, 1919
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Omsk, Capital of “White Siberia” and headquarters of Kolchak’s government
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Shkotovo
April 1919
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Diary of

Rfn. Sidney Rodger,
'A' Company of the
259t Battalion




“We demand that you evacuate our
territory and go back from where
you came. If you will not submit to
this order we will not give you one
inch of the railway which we have
built with our very blood ...
Remember that in this we are not
alone but the working classes of the
whole world are with us.”

-Gavrila Shevchenko

Commander-in-chief of partisan detachment

Proclamation to Allied command, Vladivostok
April 1919




Canadian equipment garage, Egerscheld, 1919
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The Canadian in Viadives-
tok counts that dax lost wherain
e has nat heard a romour about
going home. Some daye he is
informed that the transpart witl
sail in Ewo months; on other occa-
slons g pessimist rafses the bid
o tWo ¥ears. Ab- Egorseneidc
¥od find a chep kesping his trunik
ey pacled againat o swdden
warning for Canada, - At Gour-
nastai there's a man who believes
that some of us will get 1o Van-
eouver some day it we're not 190
old te stand the voreze. Mo
harm being interested in the
eneral subject of patting hame
d‘giﬂ; bug the bald fact sppears
to'he that none of 03 lifow any-
thing about it. We'll hawve to
leave it up to " "the Fedee Confar-
erite,

Maone of us are suppeaed bo
datible in Russian pelitics. Which
iz mighty fortunate, on the whele,
since only those of uswhn atarted
life ap Boasiana conid make head
or Gkl of this complicated  maze
of policital thought. Two or
‘threa parties are about all the
average Canadian can digest
Twanty-seved st beyend com-
prehension. Thiz iz not a politi-
ezl treatise, for reasons just
atated, hat merelva contribution
to the dvgument thal goes oo
nightly in avery barracks in this
neck of the woeds, The theme
iz What are we .doing here
[exeapt just staying.) amd why
did wi eorma, and when will we
go homa?

It was simple enough at
the berinning, Something had
to bie done to divert the attens
tion of Germuny on the east
front so that Foch esuld mop
them up on the west, Ths
Russian  Holsheviks were, and
are, 4 pro-Gaerman  organization,
soat was well within the prov-
incens of the Alliea to attack
them. Britian was too moch
oceopied Lo spars troops for

1By an Amateur Guesser)

Siberia, so ahe turned to Canada
in her hour of need,—and heve
Wa gare, rapresenting, with a few

Imperial croops, the British
Empire in - the  Bupssian Far
Enst.  Ansl im the mesntimy the o

migtive et Aleng, afier the Hon
had lind  ewough of fghting, ood the
Burisn situation took oo oo entisely
oUw ashidel.  lor eheme was o looger
peed of an epdters - Cronl o asal e
Germang:  The Canmban fomca thi
shartadl il o ls an netive Bglalog inkt
againgt the Boltheviks and Germons
vemniined by e a4 e in o dipdoenatic
wiiesl - Aplitls now the daty of fthe
Pézew Conference to dechie it the
ned poeve 5 oks B, withdrowal feom
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thipoaanley, (ither watehiol waitiog - or
@ campaign im Kossls,

Lenvingazids all-discossbo oI_Rue-
wind politicsl pRrties and politiend views,
L st spree Wwich 1he opivicn sa jre:
quently expresseid -that tha {_:s,unj_ian_-
of Hritish hove oo bosiness in Buassia
eo-duy, So lonp as the Baldhevik nrmibes
ol Borapesr Buseln termorized it enn-
ot be maid thet the {'mn_'us.n ENEniee in
at noepnd  The Bolskevik government,
wioare infafmed bas oever  been drily
Etaesian. It Bing besn vompel warge
af men of othe? [han Rossian bloml,
deaperats fnntles inomany coees,
shevik @rmies are led by Gormane and
A ang wild ore tob 2t nll apcions 1o
aiie] ander reabored in the

Fii
wartlde  Balsheyik  misimaries are

What Are We Doing Here?

apresding ihele deetrines in every conn-
Lryin thy wordel, fiopings for widespros.d
nnarchy.  Thers loa madd dog ang
louds winong the naticna, and i wou
s iy b b duky of - the ona e
lanodle & peinad doge wxeally oee
hamalled.

Lt g wmll o remmnbey tlhot in 1w
curly stages of the war Hossin proctic-
ally committel salcido b suvethe Alics
Al e west front.  Her tonps, many of
them fnndequately nrmed, were holed
nguinst e Hun ko jmmenss oumbers,
andd there was sbughtor sacl as perha
tha world bad nover seen before. B
interron ber fighting power was nural
by internal iutrgue, Hieo Beltish
mukt not foapet Baeain's reneras mar-
tyriom at the autset, Somathing mast
he dote to Fave the rermant of By
nest  fran the munderine, tnrtnring
Brslea who showad ;'I;Igr m}-m chararter

LS Lerm. Thnt j8 ane oo
the gumstian. £:-ll-||_¢r. Fusa a.'l'l.l.uiﬂit?r, iE
that there can nover b fall peaee in the
warld while Bolshevism males in Rosain,

Although they have dome little or
s gt fizhting, she Brigtel forees in
fiberda  have ccrainly acconiplishied
something £0r the Ruesinn enuse, Tl
bag. been = ol aﬂ's:j At Reans. Well
imfrmmed Rossinns it thal withs
deawal of Allied sronps wenld
aigmal fnr & new ot break-of wrism
i Bibesia.  There wonld be anctiicr
carnivalaf blood.  Neoomen whih & collne
amit Eig woald be safe. The eblo, the
educzted, woull b masencred. . That B
the Balshevik way.  Withdravwal woald
e Paparded by the best of the Rnasiang

v the

2s 2 berrlbla calaimity,  The Helsheviks,

preparing nt cnen to bring te Jight theiv
l‘llv_l] i Btores of rifles nnd]%m
gn, waikld weloome il

'I:I'fmum, it in difSuli fo sse how
the Eussinnproblem will oyt teelf fora
boredime to come. Aebond exnshing ol tle
E_ VK - mtmies, disarmament, erea-
tion of 5 Eroztworthy army and navy—
nll these tlosgs wonld asam Lo b peees.

nfy Hefone the Russizn Parlismenst conld
e rded

ealaly carey o, That muosl he
ot the Peses Conference,  This nothink.
‘mhie that the Allles shoald Siciags 4o
Hnsein what her futwre form of
arameanl is 4 be, Riesians must work
oat-the mlvation of Roepin Bl there
iz nead of & helping hand while the
Bolahevik mad dog isnbroad; and some-
haw or ather, It peems very Hkely that
the Aliies will do thuir pare.

This in eme versian of thinga. memly
a conlriturtion to that endles J:hrgt,u
thnt waktes up g0 targe o part of Sibardan
tights Entertainments. W desn net
ANEWET One
el hers? nk-mntbor ig
Ienaes of e mods,

estion:  How long will we
gt Tm g illee
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Canadian baseball team, Vladivostok, 1919



Gymkhana, Vladivostok, 1 May 1919
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Canadian barracks at Gornostai Bay, outside Viadivostok
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Canadian barracks at Vtoraya Rechka, Vladivostok, 1 May 1919



[I

)

»a

bl

1117%

FFFEEENGR
N UL

i

El

.

-liki.i"" § bk I

"““5‘.[‘:1 il ..:.m. r

- - - ...._.-
- - --lllllh'l-"'"

] ; '.P

B

i -

—' """ .y aRIAYY i | ! & ' : |
g = nin o SR 5
-

- e _ .-

’4

-










Nursing Matron
Grace Eldrida Potter










Sex-trade workers

“Kopek Hill,”
Viadivostok




Vladivostok vagsal, 1919










Private Edwin Stephenson, Vladivostok Chinese Market, 1919




Edwin Stephenson
Anglican priest

July 1918




Edwin Stephenson grave
Vladivostok Marine Cemetery
1919



Edwin Stephenson grave
Viladivostok Marine Cemetery
2009










“So we grow up thinking there were no struggles
to engage 1n, no obstacles to be overcome.

We suppose now that the new text books will tell

children that the world was set free in 1914-1918

— with no hint that autocracy 1s not yet out of the
saddle, no suggestion that there are other fields to
be won.”

“History Teaching All Wrong”
Semi-Weekly Tribune (Victoria)
22 September 1919
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