Species

Breeding season dates for key breeding species in

Scotland
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Red-throated diver

Black-throated diver

Little grebe

Great crested grebe

Slavonian grebe

Black-necked grebe

Fulmar

Manx shearwater

European storm petrel

Leach's storm petrel

Gannet

Cormorant

Shag

Heron

Mute swan

Greylag goose

Shelduck

Wigeon

Gadwall

Teal

Mallard

Pintail

Shoveler

Pochard

Tufted Duck

Eider

Common Scoter

Goldeneye

Red-breasted merganser

Goosander

Honey Buzzard

Red kite

White-tailed eagle

Marsh harrier

Hen harrier

Goshawk

Sparrowhawk

Buzzard

Golden eagle

Osprey

Kestrel

Merlin

Hobby

NOTES

The attached table shows 'sensitive' time periods, equating to the beginning
and end of a bird's breeding season in Scotland. The start of the breeding
season is defined here as the approximate earliest start date for territory/nest
site establishment and egg laying, and end of the breeding season is defined
by the end of chick rearing to fledging. There will be some inter-annual
variability in timings and the dates provided here will not always represent
(and therefore include) extremes of variability. The dates are divided into two
week blocks so that reach month is composed of two, two-week blocks of
time. This is to cover latitudinal and longitudinal variation across Scotland.
The data were pulled together by Phil Whitfield and Rhys Bullman in SNH
and taken from various sources including Birds of the Western Palaearctic
(BWP), but modified as appropriate, based on knowledge and experience of
SNH ornithology staff.

Andy Douse, SNH Inverness, May 2014.
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Peregrine

Red grouse

Ptarmigan

Black grouse

Capercalillie

Grey Partridge

Quail

Water rail

Spotted crake

Corn crake

Moorhen

Coot

Oystercatcher

Ringed plover

Dotterel

Golden plover

Lapwing

Dunlin

Snipe

Woodcock

Whimbrel

Curlew

Redshank

Greenshank

Common sandpiper

Arctic skua

Great skua

Black-headed gull

Common gull

Lesser black-backed gull

Herring gull

Greater black-backed gull

Kittiwake

Sandwich Tern

Roseate tern

Common tern

Arctic tern

Little tern

Guillemot

Razorhbill

Black guillemot

Puffin

Stock dove

Wood pigeon

Collared dove

Domestic pigeon/Rock dove

Cuckoo

Barn Owl




Little owl

Tawny owl

Long-eared owl

Short-eared owl

Nightjar

Swift

Kingfisher

Green woodpecker

Great spotted woodpecker

Skylark

Sand martin

Swallow

House martin

Tree pipit

Meadow pipit

Rock pipit

Yellow wagtail

Grey wagtall

Pied wagtail

Dipper

Wren

Dunnock

Robin

Redstart

Whinchat

Stonechat

Wheatear

Ring ouzel

Blackbird

Song thrush

Mistle thrush

Grasshopper warbler

Sedge warbler

Lesser whitethroat

Whitethroat

Garden warbler

Blackcap

Wood warbler

Chiffchaff

Willow warbler

Goldcrest

Spotted flycatcher

Pied flycatcher

Long-tailed tit

Marsh tit

Willow tit

Crested tit

Coal tit




Blue tit

Great tit

Nuthatch

Treecreeper

Jay

Magpie

Chough

Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion/Hooded crow

Raven

Starling

House sparrow

Tree sparrow

Chaffinch

Greenfinch

Goldfinch

Siskin

Linnet

Twite

Redpoll

Common crosshill

Scottish crosshill

Bullfinch

Hawfinch

Snow bunting

Yellowhammer

Reed bunting

Corn bunting




