Daniel – Part I
Lesson 6
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
The Testimony Of A Broken King
(In God’s Plan, What Is Happening On Earth?)

Rev. Wayne Barber
The testimony of a broken king
In our study, so far, we have only seen one of the kings under whom Daniel served. Of course, that is Nebuchadnezzar. Already, in three chapters, God has Personally moved in his life; two times. We know, in chapter two, when he had his dream … matter of fact, God gave him a panorama of all history. Of course, Daniel came and interpreted it for him. Then, in chapter three, we saw the miraculous delivery of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. At this point, we have to realize that Nebuchadnezzar understands that God exists. As a matter of fact, he knows a lot about Him from what he has seen in Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.
Let us go back, for the sake of review, to chapter two, and remember that Daniel is to give God the glory and to let him know that there is a God, the God, and he points right to Him. In Daniel 2:28, Daniel comes to reveal the mystery, the dream that he has had. 
Daniel 2:28a  28a "However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days.
Is it not interesting how he makes sure that gets in there. He wants him to know there is a God. “I’m not doing this myself.” In other words, Daniel was  not like the other wise men that Nebuchadnezzar was used to. There is a God that is giving him that revelation, and that led to the response of Nebuchadnezzar in verse forty-seven:
 Daniel 2:47   47 The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery."
At least he is beginning to say some things and he recognizes the existence of a God, and what this God can do. 

Daniel 3:16-17, the part where Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were asked to bow down before the golden statue. They would not do that and they gave their answer. 
Daniel 3:17-18   17 "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  18 "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."
Again, like Daniel, they make sure to get God in the picture. They know Who He Is, they know He is in control and they are not ashamed to mention that before this pagan king. That leads to a response. After he delivered them out of the fiery furnace, 
Daniel 3:26a   26a Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God,
That is very important, as you realize in our study in chapter four that is entitled, “The Most High God.” 
Daniel 3:26b   26b “ and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire.
Daniel 3:28-29a  28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king's command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God.  29a "Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego 
Not my god, not our god, but the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He is coming, but he is slow in coming. He knows that  there is a Go, the existence of a God, more supreme than the god he serves, but he has not yet recognized that He is the God, to the point that he is willing to bow down before that God. It is one thing to recognize that  there is a God; it is another thing to recognize that  He is the God; but, it is still another thing to recognize that He is to be honored, blessed, praised and obeyed as the God. There is responsibility that goes along with revelation, and Pastor Barber thinks that is what we are seeing here in chapter four. He has seen that there is a God, he has recognized that, but he has not yet bowed down, in his personal life, to this God. 
In Daniel 4:1-3, we see that Nebuchadnezzar shows his anxiousness to tell his story, which is where Pastor Barber got the title, “The Testimony Of A Broken King.” We see his anxiousness to tell his story. 
Daniel 4:1-2  1 Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and men of every language that live in all the earth: "May your peace abound!  2 "It has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done for me.” 
The word “sign” there is the word that means “that which points the miraculous things that God does. 

Any miracle in Scripture is a sign. We never worship the sign. You look at what the miracle is there for. In John 20:30-31, it talks about the fact that all these signs were to point to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah and the Son of God. Anytime God does a miracle, it is a sing that points back to Who He is and what He demands out of peoples lives, once they understand that about Him.
The word “wonder” means “the astounding things that God has done that has caused Nebuchadnezzar to look towards Him.” So, His signs and wonders that He has done in his life. He goes on, again, and mentions 
Daniel 4:2  2 "It has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done for me.” Daniel 4:3   3 "How great are His signs And how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom And His dominion is from generation to generation.

It is interesting how he compares rules. His kingdom is forever, His rule goes from generation to generation. Here is Nebuchadnezzar, about to realize, or has realized, now, the insignificance of his kingdom as compared to the kingdom of God. His is temporary, going from  man to man. But, God’s goes forever and ever. So he compares there, beautifully, the picture of his kingdom with God’s kingdom. Of course, this is written after the fact. Now, he is going to tell the story. 
What has happened to Nebuchadnezzar, to make him so anxious to talk about what God has done in his life? There are five parts to this story. 
1. Delusion of his dilemma – Daniel 4:4-9
Several years have passed between chapters three and four. One of the problems when people study the Old Testament, particularly in books like Daniel, is they forget the time lapses here and think that when they go from chapter three to chapter four that it is the next day. Several years have passed between chapters three and four, and we find Nebuchadnezzar really at ease: 
Daniel 4:4   4 "I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and flourishing in my palace.”
Rev. Wayne explains that if he understands history of Babylon, they had three palaces. One was higher than the others. Probably, he is sitting up on the top part of the high palace there, looking over the great city that he has put together. His kingdom, all of it stretched out in front of him. The word “ease” means the “absence of fear” and his “restfulness.” And the ”flourishing” in there shows the prosperity of his kingdom. 
Rev. Wayne remembers a commercial where these two guys caught all these fish and they are cooking them that night. They are sitting around the campfire and one of them says, “You know, man, it just doesn’t get any better than this.” For some people, it does not get any better than that.  He got to thinking about Nebuchadnezzar, how he was sitting up there on top of that old palace looking down over his kingdom, how he was thinking to himself and drinking a glass of lemonade and smoking a cigar saying, “It doesn’t get any better than this. This is wonderful! Look how this thing is played! Look how this thing is prospered!”

Is not it interesting how God does not move in his life until he gets to a certain point. Right when he thinks it is going well, when he thinks nothing can conquer him or bug him; life is just wonderful and he has completely forgotten the intervention of God in his life — two times, miraculously, already. It is at that point that God intervenes. 

If God is on our trail, we are never on His. It is God Who pursues us. Right when we think we have it all put together and we think we have turned our back on Him and think we are getting away with it,  God will move —right at that point of convenience in our life—He is letting us know Who is in control. We do not ever look to ourselves; we must learn to look to Him.

In verse 5 we see God interrupting his little party; he is just having a good time, thinking about how good everything was.
Daniel 4:5a   5a "I saw a ….” 
“Oh, no…not another dream.” We remember, back in chapter two, it was serious; it kept him up a long time. It worried him and his wise men could not interpret it for him, so he was going to put them all to death. That was when Daniel came forward. Years have gone by, by this time. Some people say as much as forty years have gone by. Daniel is way up in age, now, although he is still a young fellow. But, now, look what happens; he [Nebuchadnezzar] has another dream.
Daniel 4:5   5 "I saw a dream and it made me fearful; and these fantasies as I lay on my bed and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.”
We wonder what made him fearful. We know he did not understand it because he calls his wise men to come in to interpret it. What is it that made him fearful? We have to read between the lines because when God gives us a dream, it is not like the dreams we normally have. If God intervenes in our life, we know that God is doing something, and that put a little bit of fear in the heart of Nebuchadnezzar. He had been getting proud, all these years, and now God is checking on him and he is fearful. It goes on in verses six and seven, and he calls his ding-a-lings, again.

Daniel 4:6-7  6 "So I gave orders to bring into my presence all the wise men of Babylon, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the dream.  7 "Then the magicians, the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the diviners came in and I related the dream to them, but they could not make its interpretation known to me.”
[Daniel enters in verse 8. Perhaps] some people think, maybe he calls Daniel last and the other ones first. But in verse 8 it says, “finally Daniel came in before me.” We know in Daniel 2:48, Daniel is the head of all the wise men. So if he summons the wise men, he will summon Daniel first. So how come Daniel did not come with the rest of them? Pastor Barber thinks Daniel knew God was up to something. 
Daniel had been standing in the shadows for many years, walking faithful before God, watching this man fill himself up with all kinds of pride, watching him take all the glory to himself. Pastor Barber thinks Daniel had a sneaking suspicion, “Aha! Now’s the time.” He knew God was not going to let him get away with it. So now Daniel comes in. 
Daniel 4:8a   8a "But finally Daniel came in before me, whose name is Belteshazzar”

That was the name Nebuchadnezzar had given him. Pastor Barber finds it interesting that it is phrased almost as if even if Daniel does give an interpretation, he still gets a little bit of the credit to his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] god.  
Daniel 4:8b   8b “according to the name of my god, and in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and I related the dream to him, saying,”
 So far, we see the delusion of “What’s the dilemma?” His dilemma is that he is still full of pride. The delusion about it is that he does not know it. He thinks he has gotten the kingdom together. He is sitting there at ease; He flourishes. “What can bother me? Absolutely; I am invulnerable! Nobody can touch me!” Watch the second part, here.

2. Difficulty of his dream– Daniel 4:10-18
First of all, the king describes his dream:
Daniel 4:10  10 'Now these were the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed: I was looking, and behold, there was a tree in the midst of the earth and its height was great.
First of all, he tells [Daniel] about this huge, tall tree. Verse eleven says the whole world can see it. The ides is that it is the only tree on the earth. The idea of those pagan kings was that they were kings over all the earth. You hear that all the time. “Over all the earth. Over all the earth.” Even though their territories were pretty well defined, they still felt like it was “Over all the earth.” So here was a tree that everybody could see. For everybody to see a huge tall tree, it must be the only one out there because they could not be looking past anything else. So it was a HUGE-TALL-TREE as if it was the only tree on earth.

Secondly, it was a healthy tree: it provided food and shelter for man and beast alike.

Daniel 4:11-12   11 'The tree grew large and became strong And its height reached to the sky, And it was visible to the end of the whole earth.  12 'Its foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant, And in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, And the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches, And all living creatures fed themselves from it.  

Imagine ourselves sitting there, drinking a lemonade, or whatever, and all of a sudden getting interrupted in all our ease, or whatever, and all of a sudden we have a vision, and in this vision, we have a huge tree. It is not like a dream that does not make any sense. We know God is in it because it brought fear into his [Nebuchadnezzar’s] heart. But in the midst of that vision, as he is looking upon that tree, an angel interrupts the vision. Not as if something happens and stops it, but he comes along with the vision. 
Daniel 4:13-14  13 'I was looking in the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed, and behold, an angelic watcher, a holy one, descended from heaven.  14 'He shouted out and spoke as follows: "Chop down the tree and cut off its branches, Strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit; Let the beasts flee from under it And the birds from its branches.”’
 Here is this beautiful tree, all the earth is looking at it. It has grown strong to the sky. All of a sudden this angel breaks in and says, “All right, now cut the tree down. Cut the branches off. Cut the leaves off. Scatter the fruit of it and even let the beasts and the birds flee away from it.” In verse fifteen, he says something else:
Daniel 4:15a  15a "Yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground,”

When the roots are in the ground, that means that the stump is still living because there is nourishment coming to that part of the tree.  The word “band” in Hebrew, could also be translated “fence” as if it is guarded or protected, or something around it of iron and bronze to go around it like a fence. 
Daniel 4:15b  15b  “In the new grass of the field;”

[Pastor Barber wants us to pay attention to this part of verse 15.]  Notice how he [the “holy one”] changes, now, to the personal pronoun “him.” Pastor Barber wonders if this is what caused the fear to get in his heart. He was okay with cutting the tree down … until,
Daniel 4:15c-16a  15c  “And let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, And let him share with the beasts in the grass of the earth.” 16 "Let his mind be changed from that of a man And let a beast's mind be given to him,”
Something is going to happen, here. [He is] cutting the tree down and all of a sudden, he begins to realize that tree is a person, and that person be drenched with the dew, and let that person have the mind of a beast. Matter of fact, they say that there was a disease that could be tracked all the way back into that time, where a person could be conscious and he would communicate, but hew had the sensitivity or the sensations of an animal. He almost became like an animal. Sort of like a form of insanity that they could track. Something was going to happen to this person, though, that was going to render him like a beast.

In the last part of verse 16, it says,
Daniel 4:16b  16b  “And let seven periods of time pass over him.”
Pastor Barber does not know what those “seven periods of time” mean. However, if we look at how the word time is used in Daniel 7:25,  if it is use in the same way, in chapter four, perhaps he is talking about seven years.
Daniel 7:25   25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.
That is supposed to be three and a half years. If that is the word for “year”, perhaps that is what he is saying here [in Daniel 4:16b]. However, seven periods of time are to pass over him before this is going to go away. 
In verse seventeen, he tells us why he is doing this.
Daniel 4:17a   17a "This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers 
Be careful. The angels are not making it as if they came up with it. If we go all over in the chapter, it is the decree of  the Most High God. We know that.
Daniel 4:17b   17b And the decision is a command of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes And sets over it the lowliest of men."
That term “Most High God” is used, as we studied this past week in Genesis 14:18-22, refers to the One. II Samuel 22:14-15
Genesis 14:18-22   18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  19 He blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;  20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." He gave him a tenth of all.  21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself."  22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth,”
II Samuel 22:14-15  14 "The LORD thundered from heaven, And the Most High uttered His voice.  15 "And He sent out arrows, and scattered them, Lightning, and routed them.”
Psalm 47:2   2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared, A great King over all the earth.

“The Most High God” is a term for the sovereign God, the One True Sovereign God. “Sovereign” means “He is in control of everything.” He is “The Most High God.” But not only is He the God of the sun, the wind and the storm. Not only does He possess heaven and earth, but (as He says here in the context) that He oversees/superintends the election and appointment of rulers on the face of this earth. God has the outcome already planned in His Sovereign way. He knows what is going on. He may not approve of the character of some of the people He uses, but whoever He uses, accomplishes His purposes. He is always the One Who superintends over any election, or any appointment of man, as a ruler on this earth. But what is it He desires most of all?  It says, 
Daniel 4:17c   17c "And sets over it the lowliest of men."
The word “lowliest” means “the humble man.” The one who does not think of himself as proud; the kind of man god wants to rule over people are the lowly men, those who are humble men, those who recognize God to be God and themselves in their place. 

  Having said that, Nebuchadnezzar did not qualify. However, Pastor Barber thinks he will. God has a way of putting him in a vise to get him into a position so that God could use him to bless the people. So we see the delusion of his dilemma, the difficulty of his dream, and now the
3. Decision after his discovery– Daniel 4:18-28
He is going to make a discovery because Daniel is going to tell him what his dream was all about. He is going to discover something about that tree and about that angelic watcher and what they were talking about. But, he is also going to have to make a decision, once he has discovered something that Daniel has revealed to him.
Daniel 4:18  18 'This is the dream which I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, tell me its interpretation, inasmuch as none of the wise men of my kingdom is able to make known to me the interpretation; but you are able, for a spirit of the holy gods is in you.'
Look what happens in verse nineteen. Daniel gets real quiet. It says,

Daniel 4:19a  19a "Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was appalled 
The word “appalled” means “dumbfounded” or “he grew silent.” He did not say a thing. He just stood there for what must have seemed like an eternity for Nebuchadnezzar. He just stood there in absolute silence because he
Daniel 4:19b 19b was appalled for a while as his thoughts alarmed him. 
He picked up on it right away. He knew exactly what that vision was all about. It had nothing to do with an abstract tree; it had something to do with Nebuchadnezzar and what God was going to do in his life. 
Daniel 4:19c 19c The king responded and said, 'Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its interpretation alarm you.' Belteshazzar replied, 'My lord, if only the dream applied to those who hate you and its interpretation to your adversaries!’”
He is trying to tell him that it has everything to do with him. Then in verses twenty through twenty-two, after the king encourages him, he explains the tree. 
Daniel 4:20-23a  20 “'The tree that you saw, which became large and grew strong, whose height reached to the sky and was visible to all the earth  21 and whose foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt and in whose branches the birds of the sky lodged--  22 it is you, O king; for you have become great and grown strong, and your majesty has become great and reached to the sky and your dominion to the end of the earth.” 23 'In that the king saw an angelic watcher, a holy one,"
The tree is Nebuchadnezzar. In verse twenty-three through twenty-six, he is going to explain that [angelic watcher], and what he had to say: why the command of cutting it down, what all this means.
Daniel 4:23-26   23 'In that the king saw an angelic watcher, a holy one, descending from heaven and saying, "Chop down the tree and destroy it; yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground, but with a band of iron and bronze around it in the new grass of the field, and let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him share with the beasts of the field until seven periods of time pass over him," 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king:  25 that you be driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.  26 'And in that it was commanded to leave the stump with the roots of the tree, your kingdom will be assured to you after you recognize that it is Heaven that rules.
 So the dream becomes a reality to Nebuchadnezzar. Now he is the tree and he is going to be cut down; he is going to be temporarily insane for seven periods of time (seven years or whatever). During that period of time, he is to come to recognize it is God Who raises up kings, it is God Who establishes kingdoms.   …He wants king Nebuchadnezzar to recognize Him. Twice He moves in his life in such a powerful way that none of us, back in that day, would have understood it. But he moved in his life and totally pushed him aside for all those years and then began to pride himself on what he was doing, even though he realized that maybe there was a God, and even that God could have been in control, he still had not bowed down to him; he still only looked to his own pride and what he thought he could do.
Daniel gives him a warning and he gives him a decision he can make in verse twenty-seven, and here is the key for all of us:
Daniel 4:27   27 'Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: break away now from your sins by doing righteousness and from your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor, in case there may be a prolonging of your prosperity.'
What he is saying there is, “Maybe you can escape this judgment. Maybe, if you will go on and repent, and go on and recognize God for Who He is, maybe you can escape this thing and go on in prosperity.” But, of course, Daniel did not know if that could happen or not. But he had given him a decision, “Will you repent, right now?”
Obviously, he is not going to do it. No way he is going to do it. This guy is hard-headed; he is thick between the ears. Take a man down to where his heart is barely ticking and we find out how proud that guy’s going to be. Take a guy’s sanity away from him like He does [with] Nebuchadnezzar and find out just how proud, how [much of a] big shot that guy is. That is exactly what He is going to do to Nebuchadnezzar. He is going to suck that pride right out of him. And it is all built up, now. He has a decision, is he going to repent.
Daniel 4:27   27 'Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: break away now from your sins by doing righteousness and from your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor, in case there may be a prolonging of your prosperity.'
4. Discharge of his discipline – Daniel 4:28-33
Daniel 4:28-29   28 "All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king.  29 "Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon.  
Pastor Barber advises us to go to an encyclopedia and look up Babylon and look at the pictures of that ancient city.
Daniel 4:30   30 "The king reflected and said, 'Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?' 
What if he had a mirror…. [singing] “How great thou art…” He was excited with himself. He really pays a lot of attention…. Pastor Barber thinks that Nebuchadnezzar probably thought, “God is not going to do anything to me. It has been a whole year! Nothing is going to happen to me.” God may be slow but He is never late and He is on His Own time schedule and He will. He is faithful. We will never hear it from the Word that it does not come to pass. Pastor barber thinks America kind of fools around like that, sometimes. [He thinks] we are over here [thinking,] “It will never happen to us. There is never been a war on our soil; never going to have any problems over here. Why? It has not happened yet.” That does not mean a thing because when God says something, He means it. Pastor Barber thanks God for His longsuffering; he cannot understand why He has put up with us for so long. The other day Pastor Barber heard a man say that if God does not judge America, He owes Sodom and Gomorrah an apology. 
Daniel 4:31-33    31 "While the word was in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, 'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you,  32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.'  33 "Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was driven away from mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws.”
Well, God is faithful to execute His judgments. So we see the Delusion of his dilemma (proud and did not even know it), Difficulty of his dream, (how can he figure out a tree until he saw that he is in that thing), the Decision after his discovery (was he gong to repent and do righteousness?), and then finally, the Discharge of his discipline (verses 28-33).
5. Delight of his deliverance – Daniel 4:34-37
Pastor Barber imagines that after seven periods of time were over, Nebuchadnezzar was glad that there had been a fence put around there, a band of iron and bronze so that he could come back. It was even prophesied that he would come back, that he would recognize during that time 
Daniel 4:34a   34a "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever;”
That was the thing that was missing in his life back before this whole chapter started. He recognized Him. It has been revealed to his heart and he was the God, and He was a sovereign God. But he had never praised Him, honored Him, and blessed Him as his god. 
Daniel 4:34b-37   34b “For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.  35 "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You done?'  36 "At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me.  37 "Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride."
Pastor Barber thinks that the most frightening thing to him is the pride that is within him of which he is unaware…. It is amazing how the pressure gets on us like that when we go through difficult times, how God being in control, begins to break us down  when that old silly pride is in  our lives, and He will bring us down, right back to where we praise and honor  and exalt the LORD as King….
If we have anything in our lives, God has done it. But remember that if we do not have anything in our lives He is still sovereign because whatever He does is true and just…. He has His own way of doing things. 
Let us pray:
Father, We just thank You, so much, that you teach us that you are able to humble the proud. LORD, how many times we have had to be brought down. LORD, we tend to look at life as if You are not in control, and I thank You, Father, for Daniel who reaffirmed to me that whether You are allowing it, or initiating it, whatever is going on, LORD, You are still in control. You pull the strings. I thank You, Father, that nothing in life should work against us; it ought to work for us, Father, as we come to the cross and we die to the junk that is in our life. Help us, Father, to be honest as, at least, Nebuchadnezzar was. LORD, help us to come to the place that we will pray, honor, exalt and glorify just You, bless you by what we say about how we live. We love You and we thank You. Thank You, Father, for Stephanie’s soul. Thank You that Jesus, the Son of the Most High God loved us, even us. We praise You in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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