
  

THE BISHOPôS ADDRESS/CHARGE PRESENTED TO THE THIRD SESSION OF 

THE SEVENTH SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF NSUKKA ON FRIDAY 24TH 

OCTOBER, 2014 AT ST. MARYôS CHURCH, OPI, NSUKKA EAST 

ARCHDEACONRY IN NSUKKA LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF ENUGU 

STATE 

PROTOCOL 

Your Graces,  

My Lord Bishops, 
The President of Women Ministry, Diocese of Nsukka, Mrs. Ifeoma A. Agbo (JP), 

The Honourable Chancellor of Nsukka Diocese, Sir Hon. Justice F. I. N. Ngwu, 

The Registrar & Other Legal luminaries here present 

The Hon Commissioner for Environment and Enugu Capital City Development, Hon. Engr, 

Ik Ugwuegede 
The Executive Chairmen of the Local Governments & Other Government Officials, 

My Respected Vice Presidents of the Synod, 

Wonderful Members of the Clergy, 

Your Royal Highnesses, 

The Gallant Knights & Ladies of St. Paul, 

My Dedicated Nominees, 

Distinguished Synod Delegates, 

All Invited Guests, 

Gentlemen of the Press, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Beloved people of God, We are glad to see you present in this Synod; full of life and zeal for 

the Lord. It is really a testimony that we are alive in the face of the numerous challenges of 

life plaguing our present world. We therefore welcome you to this great Synod of our 

Diocese. Be glad and rejoice in Godôs presence. 

APPRECIATION 

Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peopleé. 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation. Declare his glory 

among the heathen; his marvelous works among all nations. For great is the Lord, and 

greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all godsé. Give unto the Lord, ye 

kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory 

due to his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holinessé. O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercies endureth for ever 

(1Chron.16:8,23-25,28-29,34.)  

These words of David rightly captured our feeling of gratitude to the Lord who is truly good 

to us. His inspiration motivated us; His wisdom guided us; His strength enabled us; His power 

protected us; His providence made us rich; His grace sustained us; His favour opened closed 

doors to us; and His love made us worthy. Truly the Lord is good to Aloysius; Truly the Lord 

is good to Nsukka Diocese. Praise The Lord! Alelluya!  



This year was a very busy year as usual or more than usual, in Nsukka Diocese. It was 

eventful, fruitful and fulfilling; where God partnered with His people to fulfill His purpose. 

We will continue to appreciate you, the good people of Nsukka Diocese for your continued 

support to our ministry, whole hearted commitment and willingness to serve which has 

remained the secret of whatever success we have recorded. Beloved we cherish your love, we 

commend your enthusiasm demonstrated especially during the 20th Anniversary, tenacity of 

purpose in the Cathedral project, the team spirit you exhibited in the hosting the National 

EFAC Convention and passion for our vision. You are truly the right people to work with. We 

pray that the bountiful gifts you lavished on us both at Parish level, during confirmations and 

other pastoral visits, and the ones you gave individually, will rise unto God as a sweet 

smelling sacrifice that will attract generational blessings in Jesus Name!  

If we delve into mentioning groups and individuals one after the other, stating the 

contributions of each to the development and growth of this our endeared Diocese to enviable 

heights, this Address would have been ten times its present volume. However, it will be 

difficult for us to stop at this point without saying thank you to my darling wife, Mrs. Ifeoma 

Agbo, my children and familyï the Bishopscourt team, the Pioneer Bishop and wife Rt. Rev. 

Dr. J. C. Ilonuba and Mrs R. U. Ilonuba (Nnediugwu) who have continued to inspire and 

encourage us, the Chancellor of the Diocese, Sir Hon. Justice F.I.N. Ngwu and the respected 

Legal Team, the Visionary Archdeacons and wives, the entire house of clergy and their 

dedicated wives and all the pastoral staff. Moreover, the Diocesan Officials, chairmen and 

members of different Boards and committees, our personal staff are all worthy of mention. 

You are all wonderful endowments to us. 

In short, to say that working with you, both the Clergy and the Laity is a delight is to say the 

least. Your commitments, obedience, sacrifice and followership is unique. We are very proud 

of you. Keep it up and God bless you in abundance. 

 

OUR JOYS 
We felicitate with:  

¶ The immediate past Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of all Nigeria, His Grace, Most 

Rev. Dr. Peter Jasper Akinola for his 70th birthday celebration and for the deliverance God 

granted him from kidnappers. 

¶ The Archbishop emeritus of the Ecclesiastical Province of Enugu, Most Rev. Dr. Amos 

Amankechinelo Madu for his 60th birthday celebration and a successful completion of his 

tenure as the Archbishop of Enugu. 

¶ The incumbent Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical Province of Enugu and wife, His Grace, 

Most Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Olisamedualim and Dr. Mrs. Joyce Chukwuma (OON) for the 

Archbishopôs 60th birthday celebration, silver jubilee of their episcopacy, presentation as 

the second Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical Province of Enugu and their successful 

thanksgiving celebration. 

¶ The 14th Vice Chancellor of University of Nigeria Nsukka, Prof, Benjamin C, Ozumba, on 

his divine appointment. 

¶ His Excellency, Barr. Sullivan Chime and the Honourable Minister for Power, Ven. Prof. 

Chinedu Nebo for their meritorious National Awards of (CON). 



¶ The Archbishop of Enugu and all the Bishops within the Province for a successful hosting 

of the Church of Nigeria General Synod. 

¶ Rev. Chukwudi and Mrs. Ifeoma Elejere, Rev. Christian and Mrs. Chinyere Ajibo, Rev. 

Adolphous and Mrs. Chinyere Nwachukwu, Rev. Samuel and Mrs. Olinya, Rev. Samuel 

Chinedu and Mrs. Odo, Rev. Daniel and Mrs. Marvelous Abba, Mr. Johnson and Mrs. 

Christiana Omeke, Mr. and Mrs. Echezona Chukwuemeka, Barr. Chinedu and Mrs. 

Dorcas Ezeja, Mr. Ndubuisi and Mrs. Blessing and Many others who were joined to their 

missing ribs for their successful weddings. 

¶ Ven. Ab. C. and Mrs. Okorie, Rev. Christian and Mrs. Ebere Orji, Rev. Emmanuel and 

Mrs. Chika Isiwu, Rev. Canon Joseph and Mrs. Ifeoma Chukwuma, Rev. Canon 

Christopher and Mrs. Ruth Ezeja, Rev. Canon Mathew and Mrs. Evelyn Ezema, 

Rev.  Canon Kenneth and Mrs. Chinwe Onah, Rev. Daniel & Mrs. Chinasa Amoke, Rev. 

Canon Williams and Mrs. Modester Okolo, Ven. Dr. Collins and Mrs. Amara Ugwu, Rev. 

Dr. Ebuka and Mrs. Chidimma Omeke, Rev. Canon Ekene and Mrs. Blessing Eze, Rev. 

Canon Emeka and Mrs. Chinedu Ezea, Rev. Godwin and Mrs. Ebere Diara, Rev. Canon 

Chris and Mrs. Victory Nnadi, Rev. Nnaemeka and Mrs. Nkiruka Ezike, Rev. 

Makuochukwu and Mrs. Favour Nnamonu, Rev. Favour and Mrs. Abigail C. Eze, Rev. 

Daniel and Mrs. Oby Onah, Rev. Adolphus and Mrs. Chinyere Nwachukwu and Ven. 

Clifford and Mrs. Peace Ugwuanyi for gift of new babies in their homes. And all the good 

people of this Diocese who have received special favour from God, we rejoice with you 

all.  
 

OUR SORROWS  
The demise of Rt. Rev. Isaac Orama, the former bishop of Uyo was a great loss for the church 

militant. Our consolation is that he has joined the church triumphant. May the great shepherd 

of the flock keep and sustain his family. 

Late Mrs. Dora Akunyili who has passed on was with us in our 2010 Synod at Aku. Her death 

was a shock to us and has left Nigeria with a noticeable vacuum. We condole with her family 

and pray God to raise men and women who will do better than she did in our nation. 

We sincerely identify with every member of this Diocese who lost his or her loved one, 

especially, the families of late Mr. Ndubueze Nnamani, Late Mrs. V. C. Onwuteaka, Late 

Mrs. Chukwu, the family of Mr Ekwelem, the family of Mrs Nwoke, the family of Ven. 

Okwu, Late Lady Etuonyeaku, Late Sir G. O. Nwangwu, Late Rev. Fidelis Ezugwu, Late Mr. 

Isiani, the family of Ven. E. I. Asogwa, and Ven. E. E. Ugwu who lost their mothers, Canon 

Michael Ugwu who lost his father, Rev. Williams Okoye who lost his inlaw, the Family of 

late Rt Rev. G. N. Otubelu who lost their mother Lady Lucy E. Otubelu, and others we could 

not mention their names, please accept our condolence. May God Almighty grant us long life 

in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

THE RESOURCE PERSONS 

1. SYNOD PREACHER:  VEN. ENGR. DR. JOE AJAEFOBI 
Joseph Obichukwu Ajaefobi hails from Umudioka, Dunukofia LGA, Anambra state. He 

became a Christian as a teenager in secondary school through the ministry of Scripture Union 



(Nigeria) but his faith really came on ófireô while at the then Anambra State University of 

Technology (ASUTECH were he played different leadership roles in the Christian Union 

(CU) and the Nigeria Fellowship of Evangelical Students (NIFES). He studied Metallurgical 

and Materials Engineering at ASUTCH graduating with a degree of Bachelor of Engineering 

(B.Eng.) in second Class honours Upper division in 1988. He worked briefly at Ajaokuta 

Steel Company before proceeding for training in the ministry at Trinity Theological College 

Umuahia in 1990. He passed his Theological and Pastoral trainings with distinctions in both 

College Diploma in Theology and the University of Calabar Diploma in Religious Studies. He 

was ordained at the All Saints Cathedral Onitsha in July 1992 by the then Bishop on the Niger 

the Rt. Rev Dr J. A. Onyemelukwe (later Most Rev Dr). He served the Church in various 

capacities as a Pastor, School Teacher and Evangelist.  

He moved to England in the year 2000 and completed a PhD in Manufacturing Engineering 

and Management in 2004 at Loughborough University, Leicestershire, England. He joined the 

staff of Loughborough University as a Research Fellow and was on that post till the end of 

2009. While in England, Joe held several pastoral positions in the parishes and chaplaincies. 

He co-founded the Igbo Anglican Church, Birmingham, England in 2008 and was a visiting 

Vicar to the Church until October 2010, when Bishop Ken Okeke (now retired) suggested to 

him to relocate to Nigeria for maximum impact in the ministry 

On returning to Nigeria, he was posted to All Saints Cathedra Onitsha. Presently, he is the 

Vicar of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Bridgehead Housing Estate, Fegge Onitsha and a 

Lecturer at the Department of Industrial/Production Engineering (IPE), Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, Awka.   

He was preferred a Canon in 2005 and an Archdeacon in 2013. Joe is a gifted teacher of the 

Word and by Godôs grace has ministered in many national and international Christian 

gatherings including Nsukka Diocese where he has been used of God to bless the Church in 

crusades and other meetings. 

Brother, thank you so much for allowing God to use you mightily in this Synod to bless us. 

Please keep the fire burning, and may God bless your ministry.  

Joe is married to Uche Ajaefobi (nee Anumba) and they are blessed with two lovely children, 

Ifeanyi and Adaobi.  

 

2. THE BIBLE STUDY LEADER:  RT. REV. PROF. EMMANUEL BAYODE 

AJULO  
 

Our Bible Study leader this year is a learned man of God, who doesnôt only have the head 

knowledge of the word of God, but the heart knowledge. A quiet and soft-spoken man, yet, 

full of wisdom and knowledge. He is a friend, a brother and a colleague. We were elected and 

consecrated the same day. We sincerely appreciate him for finding time to be with us and 

bless us through the revelation of the word of God. 

 

The Right Reverend Professor Emmanuel Bayode Ajulo was born on 26th September, 1947 to 

Mr. Daniel Adebola Ajulo and Mrs. Comfort Ojuolape Ajulo in Lampese. 

He had his primary education in CMS Primary School, Lampese from 1953 to 1959 and his 

secondary education in Anglican Grammar School, Igarra from 1962 to 1966.  Emmanuel 



Ajulo has a BA degree (English) from University of Ife, Ile-Ife in 1973; and MA (English 

Studies) from the same University in 1977 (degree was conferred in 1978); PhD (English 

Language) from University of Sheffield, Sheffield, England in 1980.  He also has Diploma in 

Theology from Immanuel College of Theology and Christian Education, Ibadan in 1994.   

Mr. E.B. Ajulo worked as a clerk in Central Police Pay Office, Lagos, June-September 1967 

and in Central Police Pay Office, Benin City from September 1967 to September 1969.  Mr. 

Ajulo was born again in 1969.  He worked as a Graduate Assistant and grew up to Lecturer I 

in the Department of English, University of Ife, Ile-Ife from 1974 to 1985, and worked in 

University of Jos, from 1985 and became a Professor (English Language) in 1995. 

Dr Ajuloôs journey into the Holy Orders started with his posting as a postulant to The Church 

of St Piran on the Plateau, Jos by (then) Right Reverend B.A. Kwashi, Bishop of Diocese of 

Jos in 1992.  He was made a Deacon in Diocese of Jos by Right Reverend B.A. Kwashi (now 

Archbishop of Jos Ecclesiastical Province); was priested in 1993; preferred a Statutory Canon 

in 1996, and appointed a Venerable Archdeacon in the Cathedral Church of St Luke, Jos in 

2007, all by the same Bishop (now Archbishop).  Venerable Professor E. B. Ajulo was elected 

and consecrated Bishop for Missionary Diocese of Okene in 2008. 

As a Deacon, Rev Dr E. B. Ajulo served in The Church of St Piran on the Plateau, Jos, 1992-

2000; and was appointed the vicar of the church and the Supervising Priest of Jos South 

Archdeaconry from 1996-2000.  He was transferred to New Covenant Church, Laranto, Jos 

2000-2003, and then to St Michaelôs Anglican Church, Jenta-Katako, Jos 2003-2007.  He was 

transferred to Cathedral Church of St Luke, Jos in 2007 and served there up to May 2008.  It 

was while serving there, he was elected a bishop. 

Right Reverend Professor Ajulo is married to Mrs. Apeke Victoria Ajulo and blessed with 

five children and four grandchildren. 

 

THE HOST ARCHDEACONRY 
 

We are grateful to the entire people of Nsukka East Archdeaconry for accepting the challenge 

of hosting this Synod. There is no doubt they really laboured and prepared for a successful 

Synod as we can see from the record they have already broken. Ven. Engr. Obidi and Mrs. 

Azuka Ekpunobi, Rev. Ugochukwu and Mrs. Stella Ofoezie, Rev. Godwin and Ebere Diara, 

Rev. Emmanuel and Mrs. Evelyn Ogbochie, Rev. Kenneth and Mrs. Mercy Ugodu, Rev. 

Canon Jude and Mrs. Oluchi Ogah, Rev. Adolphus and Mrs. Chinyere Nwachukwu and all 

Lay Pastors and their lovely wives, the chairman of the Local Organising Committee ï HRH 

Igwe J. U. Ezea (KSP) ably assisted by Bro. Samson Ugwuishiwu, the entire laity of this 

Archdeaconry and all those that laboured  for the successful hosting of this Synod, we 

appreciate you. We pray that God will remember your labour of love and reward you. 

Nsukka East Archdeaconry, made up of four Parishes namely; St. Maryôs Parish Opi, St. 

Markôs Parish Ohodo, St. Phillipôs Parish Ozalla and St. Matthewôs Parish Ekwegbe, was 

inaugurated at St. Maryôs Church Opi on 2nd April 2006, by His Lordship, the Rt. Rev. Dr. J.C. 

Ilonuba, the then bishop of Nsukka Diocese. Ven. C.C. Ogbu was installed as the pioneer 

Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry on the same day.  

This Archdeaconry is currently made up of five Parishes. Namely: 

1. St. Maryôs Parish, Opi-Uno 



2. St. Matthewôs Parish, Ekwegbe 

3. St. Philipôs Parish, Opi-Agu 

4. St. Peterôs Parish Idi Opi 

5. Holy Trinity Parish Idoha 

 

Since inauguration, the following have served here as Archdeacons: 

Ven. C. C. Ogbu, now late, 2006-2007. 

Ven. G.U. Nnamani 2008 (Jan. ï August) 

Ven. S.C. Anioke (Jp) 2008-2011 

Ven. Engr. G.O. Ekpunobi 2011 till date. 

Please permit us to give an abridged version of the history of these Parishes and the churches 

in them because of space and time, except St. Maryôs Church Opi-Uno, the venue of the 

Synod. 

 

BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. MARYôS CHURCH OPI 

The Anglican Church came into existence in Opi in 1933 with the efforts of Chief Ishiwu 

Abonyi Ugwuegede and other prominent men around him. Both church and school took place 

at his ancestral house within his palace called (OBU AMA). It could be recalled that this 

Ishiwu Abonyi Ugwuegede was one of the cabinet members of a warrant chief, Chief 

Abonyitikili Onyeke. The dream of looking for the Anglican Church by Chief Abonyi 

Ugwuegede was due to some misunderstanding that emanated between the chief Abonyitikili 

Onyeke and his cabinet members. 

Abonyitikili Onyeke from Amaogbodu Ogbozalla brought the Catholic Church, St. Charles 

Opi as far back as 1926. while Abonyi Ugwuegede brought Anglican into Opi Community 

through the patronage of these prominent men around him like Abonyi Ugwuasogwa from 

Umuaworo, Ugwuanyi Okenyi from Uwelu, Ugwualichi Nwaeke of Ama Ufi, Eze Nkpuma of 

Umuawulu, Ugwuoke Eleje  of Ida and Eleje Ugwuagbo of Umuezikedim, all from Ibeku 

Opi. 

These people played important roles in the establishment and growth of C.M.S. mission 

within Opi. Chief Ishiwu Abonyi Ugwuegede went to Nsukka to negotiate for teachers when 

Rev. Andrew N. Asiekwu was the priest. 

Two teachers were sent to open the church. They were Mr. B.A. Okeke Anyiwo and Mr. F.B. 

Onwujekwu. They lived in one of the houses within the compound of Late Ishiwu Abonyi 

Ugwuegede. 

  

Church services were organized within his palace (OBU AMA). It did not take long, 

kindergarten classes started for the children from the three quarters of Opi, Ibeku, Ogbozalla 

and Idi. When it was noticed that the numerical strength of the congregation was small, and 

slow in growth, one of the teachers, Mr. Onwujekwu was transferred leaving only Mr Okeke 

Anyiwo. 

The church and school continued operating at the Obu-Ama until Ishiwu Abonyi Ugwuegede 

donated a piece of land where the school and church exist today. 

Opi people then saw the coming of the missionaries as a way of development; they came en 

mass to build the church. The church was first built of mud with thatched roof. The seats used 



in the Church were clay-sculpted ñbenchesò (Okpo). The Women glazed these (Okpo) and 

floor every Saturday with clay and water, which after it dries, shines like glazed tiles. The 

church served as both church and school. 

It may be pertinent to note that those who built the church were pagans. 

After the church was completed, the teachersô house was also constructed with mud wall and 

thatched roof. The early converts that helped in making the church to stand were as follows: 

Mr. Abraham Abonyi of Umuaworo, Mr. Michael Nwaenyi of Umuezikedim, Mr. Jeremiah 

Agbo of Umuagogwu, Mr David Nwaeze of Umuobekeani who was later ordained a priest, 

Mr. Moses Ezugwunweze of Umudikwu, Mr. Ezekiel Agbo from Umuagogwu, others were 

Patrick Abonyi, Jeremiah Okidigwe, Amos Ezea, Samuel Abonyi, Mary Agbo and Hannah 

Abonyi. The pupils then included Rev. D.O. Nweze, Inspector Emmanuel Ekeja, Sir Godwin 

Ugwuegede, Ben Okadigwe, Igwe R.O. Ikeoha and Josiah Ugwulolo just to name a few.  

The Prominent teachers at St. Maryôs Church School included: 
1) Mr. B.A. Okeke Anyiwo 

2) Mr. F.B. Onwujekwu 

3) Mr. Emmanuel E. Ogenyi who was at St. Philips Church Opi Agu from 1939 ï 1943 where 

he was transferred to St. Maryôs Opi Uno. He remained at Opi Uno till 1947 when the 

school was up-graded to standard five. He was the headmaster and also the catechist. He 

was also the group teacher in charge of other churches opened around like 

1) St. Maryôs Church Opi 

2) St. Philipôs Church Opi Agu, 

3) St. Markôs Church Ohodo 

4) St. Philipôs Church Ozalla 

5) St. Matthewôs Ekwegbe 

6) St. Maryôs church Agu Ekwegbe 

7) St. Thomas Church Aku 

8) St. Johnôs Church Lejja 

9) St. Barnabas Church Eha-Ndi Agu in Eha-Alumona 

These nine (9) churches made up the former Opi group of churches. By 1939, at the event of 

Second World War, St. Maryôs Opi was in standard two and those whose parents could afford 

to be transferred to Nsukka where there was standard six were transferred. 

By 1974, more teachers were posted to the church including Mr. Ogenyi Emmanuel. Mr. 

Charles Aneke who was later ordained a priest, Mr R.O. Ikeoha now Igwe of Idi-Opi Uno, 

and Mr. Benard Mojukwu. 

Other teachers included 
Mr Godwin Agbo, Fredrick Udebuluzo, Mr E.O. Nwanja, Mr Henry Eya and Sussy Onyeisi 

pioneers of faith. The first resident priest of st. maryôs church was 

Rev. Emmanuel Eke followed with other priests as below  

Rev. Emmanuel Onyeaele 1988-1997. He worked tirelessly to gather more souls but 

unfortunately died in 1997. He succeeded in planting church at Idoha called Emmanuel 

church now Holy Trinity Church Idoha near Ukehe after the destruction of Ehuru Idoha, a 

great deity that held the entire village in captivity. Rev. Onyiele was succeeded by the 

following priests: 

Rev. Canon G.U Uvuka   - 1997 

Rev. Canon L.I. Eze    - 1997 



Rev. Canon B.C.D. Diara now venerable  ï 1998-2000 

Rev. Canon G.A Ugorji now venerable  ï 2002-2004 

Rev. Canon E.I. Asogwa now venerable  ï 2002-2004 

Rev. Joseph Agbo now late. 

Rev. Canon C. C. Ogbu, the pioneer Archdeacon of Nsukka East Archdeaconry 2006-2007 

now late. 

Ven. G.U. Nnamani 2008 (Jan. ï August) 

Ven. S.C. Anioke (Jp) 2008-2011 

Ven. Engr. G.O. Ekpunobi 2011 till date. 

Some other priests served as Curates. They are:  Rev. Engr. P.C. Okoye, Rev. Fidelis C. 

Ezugwu (now late), Rev. Kenneth Ugodu, Rev. A.O. Odoh, Rev. S.N. Ukwuoma, Rev. C. 

Obileke, Rev. Ginika Agbo, Rev. David Nwede and Rev. Canon J. O. Oga, who is presently 

serving with the vicar Ven. Engr. G.O. Ekpunobi. 

The other catechists that served the church include: 
1. Mr. Clement D. Okoro 

2. Mr. Eze Donatus (Late) 

3. Mr. Onyeike Wilfred  

4. Mr. Uzuagu Isaiah D. ï 2001-2004 

5. Mr. Onah Christian I. retired 2005-2006 

6. Mr. Emmanuel Omeje (now a Priest)ï 2009     

St Maryôs as a Parish 

St. Maryôs Parish was inaugurated on 14th march 1993. It was a three church Parish 

comprising St. Maryôs church Opi Uno, St Philipôs church Opi Agu and Emmanuel Church 

Idoha. It was inaugurated by his lordship, the Rt. Rev. Nwaeke Otubelu, the then Anglican 

bishop of Enugu Diocese under the vicar, Rev. Emmanuel Onyiaele. 

 

Indigenous Priests of St. Maryôs church 
God blessed St. Maryôs Church Opi with so many indigenous priests. 

At first, late Rev. David O. Nwaeze, the first indigenous priest ordained in 1976 lamented if 

he would be the only ordained priest from the church but later as the saying goes that the most 

beautiful ones are not yet born, it sprang like the wonderful water fall, St. Maryôs church is 

celebrating almost every year with the ordination of her children as follows: 

1. Ven. Theophilus Ugwuishiwu (the present Clerical Synod Secretary of our Diocese) 

2. Ven. Ernest Omeje 6/7/97 ï Eha-Amufu Diocese 

3. Rev. Joseph Agbo 9/7/200 now late 

4. Rev. Canon Emeka Ezea 7/11/08 

5. Rev. Canon Goddy Eze ï 7/11/08 

6. Rev. Canon Damian Abonyi 14/6/09 ï On The Niger Diocese 

7. Rev. Ndubuisi Okenyi 19/7/09  

8. Rev. Vincent Omeje ï Diocese of Languang 

9. Rev. Enouch Abonyi ï Abakiliki Diocese 

10. Rev. Caleb Ugwuobute ï 6/7/14  

St. Maryôs Parish, Opi is made up of the following Churches: 

1. St. Maryôs Church, Opi established in 1933. 



2. Christ Church, Unyasu established in 1980 with Pastor John Ezugwu Oluchukwu as her 

present pastor. 

3. St. James, Ogbozalla established in August 2009 with Pastor Isaiah Ugwu as her present 

pastor. 

 

St. Mathewôs Parish Ekwegbe is made up of the following Churches: 

1. St. Mathewôs Church, Ekwegbe established in 1933, with Rev. Godwin Diara as her present 

Vicar. 

2. Emmanuel Church, Ukopi established on 8th July, 1990, with Pastor Cornelius Omeke as her 

present pastor. 

3. All Saintsô Church Umuna   established on 28th June, 1998, with Pastor Benjamin Eze  as her 

present pastor. 

4. St. Lukeôs Church Diogbe established on 29th April, 2007, with Pastor  Augustine Emeka as 

her present pastor. 

5. Anglican Church, Ama-Onicha-Ekweegbe established on 13th Jan, 2013, with Pastor  Daniel S 

Olinya  as her present pastor 

 

St. Philipôs Parish Agu-Opi was inuagrated on 26th Aug. 2009 with Rev, Sylvernus 

Okwuoma as the pioneer vicar. It has the following Churches: 

1. St. Philipôs Church, Agu-Opi established in  1936 with Rev. Emmanuel Ogbochie as her 

present Vicar. 

2. St. Maryôs Agu-Ekwegbe planted in 1987, with Rev Adolphus Nwachukwu as her present 

priest. 

3. Church of Transfiguration, Okwurume planted in 2006 with Pastor Emmanuel 

Nwachukwu as her present pastor. 

 

St. Peterôs Parish, Idi-Opi was inuagrated on 11th April, 2013 with Rev. Ugocxhukwu 

Ofoezie as her pioneer/present Vicar. It has the following Churches: 

1. St. Peterôs Church, Idi-Opiestablished on 9th July 1995  

2. St. Markôs Church, Ibuko, Opi-Uno established in with Pastor Chetachi as her preset 

Pastor. 

 

Holy Trinity Parish Idoha was inaugurated on 14th March, 2013 with Rev Kenneth Ugodu 

as her first/current Vicar and Priest. It has the following Churches: 

1. Holy Trinity Church, Idoha established in 1988. 

2. St. Paulôs Eziukehe planted in 1998, with Pastor  Malachy Ugwu as her present pastor. 

3. Church of Holy Spirit Umunko planted in 2011, with Pastor Sunday Nnadi as her present 

pastor. 

 

EVENTS IN THE DIOCESE 

2014 JANUARY FASTING AND PRAYER  
The spiritual exercise was done under the theme: ñThe Harvest is plentiful but the workers 

are few....ò (Matt 9:37-38) with focus on raising workers for Harvest in Partnership with God 

 
PRAYER FOCUS:   Genesis 14 (Recovery of Destinies and Lost Opportunities) 
And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted 



and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then said he unto his disciples, the 

harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray you therefore the Lord of the 

harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest (Matt 9:35-38; KJV).  

 

From reports, all churches within the Diocese were mobilized by the workers to participate 

fully in the 31 days fasting and prayer ï it was very wonderful. A 3-night Diocesan prayer 

convocation, to conclude the programme was held in conjunction with TRIUMPHANT 

NIGHT ministry from 29th to 31st of January 2014. The meeting was heavy in the 

manifestation of Godôs glory and attracted an average of 13,000 people at the New Cathedral 

compound. The meeting was as usual preceded by prayer convocations held by all 

organizations in the Diocese namely; the men, women ministry, clergy and wives and then the 

Pastors and wives. In all, attendance was outstanding with bible-based messages and 

seminars. There were many miracles with several souls giving their lives to Christ. Certainly, 

God has been consistently answering the prayers of the Diocese as we can see that despite the 

heavy responsibilities on the Diocese this year 2014, God gave us overwhelming successes. 

DEDICATIONS 

St. Matthewôs Parsonage, Ekwegbe ï 16th March, 2014 

St. Andrewôs Parsonage, Ibagwa-Ani - 17th April, 2014 

The SAMAH Water Factory and the Diocesan Kitchen of the Women Ministry -Wednesday 

3rd September, 2014. 

Water Bore-hole at St Philipôs Church, Agu-Ogbara, Ibagwa-Aka. 

 

COLLATION AND INSTALLATION  

On Sunday 18th May 2014, during the thanksgiving service to conclude our 20th Anniversary 

the following 16 priests were collated and installed Canons and one collated an Archdeacon. 

 

Canons:  
1. Rev. Can.Capt. Hyginus Ugwu   

2. Rev. Can.Paul Onwuamaeze Eze     

3. Rev. Can. Joseph N. Chukwuma    

4. Rev. Can. Eric Ude    

5. Rev Can. Christopher Ezeja   

6. Rev. Can. Asp Chukwudi Okanya   

7. Rev. Can. Matthew E. Ezema   

8. Rev. Can. Ifeanyi A. Onodu  

9. Rev. Can. Joel C. Ugwuoke  

10. Rev. Can. Kenneth A. Onah  

11. Rev. Can. Dr. Samuel Chukwuemeka  

12. Rev. Can. Dr. Chris I. Okoye  

13. Rev. Can. Prof. B. N. Mbah  

14. Rev. Can. Prof. N. N. Osadebe  

15. Rev. Can. Williams Okoro  

16. Rev. Can. Edwin G. Agbo 

 

 



Archdeacon  
 

1. Ven. Dr. Collins Ik. Ugwu 

Rev. Simon Ezema has also been preffered a Canon but the collation will come later. 

We congratulate them and their wives and remind them that ñto whom much is given, much is 

expectedò. May Godôs abiding presence remain with you and direct you aright. 

ORDINATION  
On July 6, 2014, twelve (12) persons were made Deacons and four (4) Deacons were ordained 

Priests at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul. It was an epoch making ordination being the first 

to be held in the new Cathedral. 

Those priested were: 
1. Rev. Samuel Sunday Olinya 

2. Rev. Christian Onyebuchi Ajibo 

3. Rev. Chukwudi Chibunile Elejere 

4. Rev. Adolphus Onyebuchi Nwachukwu 

Those made Deacons were the Reverends: 
1. Emmanuel Okechukwu Agbo 

2. Kingsley Ikechukwu Chukwu 

3. Kingsley Osinachi Ogbonna 

4. Basil Chukwuka Okenyi 

5. Barnabas Ndubueze Onyema 

6. Bethram Okechukwu Udegbunam 

7. Collins Nnaemeka Ugwu 

8. Caleb Onyekachi Ugwuobute 

9. Ekeleme Ugochukwu Ukazu 

10. Adolphus Odoabuchi Ebune 

11. Alphonsus Nnamdi Ezugworie 

12. Edwin Chinedu Ngwu 

We congratulate them and their wives and charge them to work worthy of their calling. We 

pray that God will be glorified through their ministries. 

An Advent Ordination will hold on Sunday 21st December, 2014 at the Cathedral Church of 

St. Paul, Nsukka. Those to be made Deacons are: 

1. Izuchukwu Ewulu 

2. Maxwell Odoabuchi 

3. Christian U. Agbara 

4. Oliver Ozoemena Ajibo 

5. Sunday C. Akubue 

6. Emmanuel C. Ezugwu 

7. George I. Michael 

8. Innocent Nnamani 

9. Stephen O. Ugwu 

10. Ignatius O. Ugwoke 

11. Isaac A. Ugwuanyi 

12. Samuel O. Onyeidu 



We pray God to grant them understanding of the vision God has given us and give them the 

right heart for the ministry as they prepare.   

THEOLOGICAL TRAINING 

The Diocese is very much in need of Labourers, for God has given us open doors in 

Evangelism. Some churches have grown to having ordained ministers but do not because of 

lack of workers. To remedy this situation, we sent sixteen (16) Lay Pastors to Trinity 

Theological College this year ï eight (8) were direct entry, seven (7) through Church of 

Nigeria Joint Entrance Examination and one (1) person went for Sandwich. We also sent one 

of our young clergymen for full time studies. We therefore have a total of seventeen (17) 

persons sent for the theological training this year. They are: 

1. Valentine O.Ugwu 10.   Augustine Abugu 

2. Oliver Onyeke 11.    Michael Ik. Ugwuanyi 

3. Samuel O. Ugwu 12.   Ignatius Chukwuma 

4. Emmanuel C. Onuoha 13.   Ebenezer Agbo 

5. Joshua Ngwoke 14.   Ekene Ugwuja 

6. Chimzirim E. George 15.   Israel Ugwunnadi 

7. Kemprissy O. Ujah 16.   Gideon U. Attah 

8. Godson U. Arua 17.   Rev. Anthony E. Nwobi 

9. James Ik. Olir 

Some other clergymen were also sent to Trinity College for Sandwich Programme. Currently 

we have the following Clergy for sandwich course at Trinity Theological College Umuahia. 

Rev Cannon Samuel Obeta, Rev Johnson Ezeobetta, Rev Alfred Ike, Rev Christopher Ezema, 

Rev John E. Okwor, Rev Luke Eze, Rev Augustine Ezechi, Rev Emmanuel Ogbochie, and 

Rev Christopher Eze. 

We are also sending Rev Canon Emeka S. Ezea, Rev Canon Godwin E. Eze and Rev. Dr. 

Ebuka M. Omeke to Crowther Theological College Abeokuta for Training too. 

 

We think it will be necessary to bring to your notice the feat our students are making at 

Trinity Theological College Umuahia. For three consecutive years now, Nsukka Diocesan 

Students have continued to top their sets academically viz: 

2012 Set ï Christian Orji   ï Nsukka Diocese, Best Graduating student 

2013 Set ï Barnabas Onyema  ï Best Graduating student, Nsukka Diocese  

2014 Set ï Ekeleme Ukazu   ï Best Graduating student. 

 Emmanuel Oke Agbo  ï 2nd Best Graduating Student,  

 Basil Okenyi   ï 3rd Best Graduating Student; all from Nsukka Diocese.  

This may not be far from the reason why three key officers of Trinity College Umuahia, the 

Rector, immediate past Registrar and the Chaplain had to attend this yearôs ordination 

together with their wives. 

Nsukka Diocese has also blazed the trail in the Church of Nigeria Joint Entrance 

Examinations into Seminary Schools in Nigeria for two years now. To God be the gory.  

 

RETIREMENT OF SOME CLERGY 
The Superannuation Board in December last year informed some of our clergy who are 

subscribers to the fund of their retirement in December this year having attained the statutory 

age of 65 years. In addition, there are other clergy who are not subscribers to Superannuation 



that have reached sixty five (65). Therefore the total list of those that should have retired by 

the end of this year are: 

1. Ven. Prof. T. C. Madueme 

2. Ven. Steve N. Dimelu 

3. Ven. Chijioke A. Onyechi 

4. Rev. Canon Chris Obileke 

5. Rev. Canon Ben Adibe 

6. Rev. Canon Paul O. Eze  

7. Rev. Canon Prof. Benjamin Mba 

8. Rev. Prof. Peter Nwangwu 

9. Rev. Emmanuel U. Omeje 

However, following the resolution of the Church of Nigeria General Synod at Enugu that the 

official retirement age shall now be seventy (70) years, these gallant soldiers of Christ will 

still serve in this ministry for another five (5) years. We congratulate them and pray for them, 

for more fruitfulness in ministry in Jesus name. Amen. 

CONFIRMATIONS AND ADMISSIONS 
By the enabling grace of God, we were able to cover all the Parishes for confirmations and 

Admissions through Joint Parish Confirmation and Admission strategy. A total of 3,729 were 

confirmed, 1,363 males and 2,366 females. While 126 men were admitted into Christian 

Fathers Fellowship, 186 women, into Mothersô Union, 607 into Womenôs Guild and 511 into 

Girlsô Guild. We thank God for His move and the grace released upon these brethren during 

this spiritual exercise and pray that it will be sustained. The Joint Parish Admission and 

Confirmation is helpful, in that it helped us to cover the entire Diocese in a Year, but it has 

some challenges especially as it affects the candidates. Therefore, for grassroot touch of our 

Episcopacy we will be having our confirmation and admission on Parish level from next year, 

We commend the workers and their wivesô effort in preparing the candidates very well. 

However, we implore some who did not do well to brace-up. Below is the statistical data of 

the exercise. 

 

Date Church Confirmation  G. 

G 

W.G M.U  CFF Total 

Male Female 

2/3/2014 St. Cyprainôs College 

Nsukka 

63 37 39 - - - 

139 

8/3/2014 St. Peterôs Church, Ovoko 

Parish 

34 29 6 10 1 7 

87 

ñ St. Maryôs parish Ihakpu-

Awka 

39 63 26 8 3 - 139 

ñ St. Lukeôs Iheakpa Parish 24 27 2 6 4 - 63 

ñ Umujioha parish 13 14 1 5 4 3 40 

9/3/014 St. Jamesô Orba Parish 15 33 17 16 6 4 91 
 

St. Johnôs Okpu-Orba Parish 13 14 14 16 4 1 62 
 

St. Lukeôs Imilike Parish 7 3 2 - - - 12 

15/3/014 Amufie Parish 36 50 6 22 4 - 118 

ñ Amachalla Parish 21 45 20 44 5 - 135 

ñ Uda Parish 19 27 18 6 1 - 71 

ñ Olido Parish 4 19 2 2 1 - 28 

ñ Ekposhi Parish 7 12 1 3 4 2 29 



ñ Ikpiga Parish 5 10 6 7 2 - 30 

ñ Ugbaike Parish 8 18 6 6 5 2 45 

16/3/014 St. Maryôs Opi Parish 31 69 8 21 4 4 137 

ñ Ekwegbe Parish 22 44 - 14 2 1 83 

ñ 0pi-Agu Parish 12 11 - - - - 23 

ñ Ohodo Parish 28 42 3 6 7 - 86 

ñ Idi-0pi Parish 7 21 - - - - 28 

ñ 0zalla Parish 31 60 - 23 6 - 120 

ñ Ujoma Parish 5 8 - 11 - - 24 

ñ Idoha Parish 8 8 - 4 - - 20 

5/4/014 St Barths. 0bimo Parish 17 34 - 3 1 - 55 

ñ Ajuona Parish 8 21 2 1 1 3 36 

ñ Nkpologwu Parish 3 10 - 3 3 - 19 

06/4/014 Enugu-Ezike Parish 17 60 10 6 1 - 94 

ñ Umuopu Parish 13 35 10 15 - - 73 

ñ Umuida Parish 15 36 - 8 2 - 61 

ñ Igogoro Parish 14 38 2 8 1 - 63 

ñ Ijekpe Parish 2 4 - 1 1 - 8 

ñ Agu-Ibeje Parish 6 16 - - - - 22 

13/4/014 Umulokpa Parish 14 23 2 9 3 - 51 

ñ Adaba Parish 6 18 - 9 2 1 36 

19/4/014 Aku Parish 27 81 15 12 9 6 150 

ñ Ohemuje Parish 4 12 - - 3 1 20 

ñ Ngboko Parish 21 43 3 5 1 - 73 

ñ Ochima Parish 7 12 4 2 2 2 29 

26/4/014 Obollo Afor Parish 33 47 17 10 2 11 120 

ñ Obollo Etiti Parish 24 47 17 13 2 4 107 

ñ  Obollo Eke Parish 1 7 - 3 - - 11 

ñ Imilike Agu Parish 8 9 1 1 - - 19 

ñ Ezimo Parish  12 10 1 3 - - 26 

27/4/014 Eha-Alumona Parish 15 28 - 10 1 2 56 

ñ Amachenu Parish 7 3 - - 1 - 11 

ñ Akwari Parish 19 34 2 11 - - 66 

ñ Umabor Parish 8 17 1 10 - - 36 

ñ Eha-Ndiagu Parish 15 3 - 1 1 2 22 

10/5/014 Onuiyi Parish 22 28 14 15 9 7 95 

ñ St. Marks Parish Obukpa 14 12 - 1 - - 27 

ñ St. Michaelôs Parish Owere 42 63 2 10 3 8 128 

ñ St. Matthewôs Parish Ejuona 11 28 1 9 1 2 52 

11/5/014 St. Johns Parish Itchi 9 43 6 18 6 - 82 

ñ Emmanuel church Parish 

Unadu 

24 17 10 6 1 - 58 

ñ Alor-Agu Parish 12 35 4 7 1 - 59 

1/6/014 Christ Church Chapel UNN 28 19 8 7 2 - 64 

8/6/014 St. Paulôs Cathedral Parish 18 26 32 13 9 14 112 

ñ Pentecost Parish 14 33 9 1 4 - 61 

ñ Transfiguration Parish 19 44 63 6 8 2 142 

15/6/014 Ibagwa Aka Parish 31 52 10 9 - 9 111 



ñ Uzo-Ego Parish 18 36 1 4 9 - 68 

ñ Agu-Ogbara Parish 9 47 3 4 6 - 69 

ñ HTC Ndioke Parish 10 12 - 3 1 - 26 

ñ Eburumiri Parish 10 22 4 5 3 - 44 

29/6/2014 St. Lukeôs Parish Nsukka 43 34 8 13 - 5 103 

,, St. Johns Parish Lejja 6 20 2 2 2 - 32 

,, Emmanuel Church Parish, 

Ede-Oballa 

15 40 - - - - 55 

ñ St. Andrewôs Parish Orba 

Road 

15 13 8 6 4 4 50 

24/8/2014 Alor-Uno Parish 37 56 10 5 1 6 115 

ñ Okutu Parish 2 14 4 5 2 - 27 

ñ Ibagwa-Ani Parish 11 45 5 4 1 1 67 

ñ Okpuje Parish 22 55 1 21 1 1 101 

31/8/2014 Abbi Parish 22 19 2 3 - - 46 

ñ Adani Parish 7 38 2 7 1 6 61 

ñ Ogurugu Parish 19 35 - 1 - 1 56 

ñ Ugbene-Ajima Parish 24 50 5 4 1 - 84 

ñ Nrobo Parish 7 19 - 12 - 1 39 

14/9/2014 Edem-Ani Parish 36 57 16 18 4 - 131 

ñ Eziani Parish 16 11 6 3 1 2 39 

ñ Edem-Enu Parish 14 9 8 8 2 - 41 

ñ Akpa-Edem Parish 8 22 3 3 3 1 40 

Total 1363 2366 511 607 186 126 5159 
  

 

THE TRIUMPHANT MINISTRY 

ñé we are witnessing at this time, the glorious manifestation of answers to the labour of 

prayers (cries) of our fore-fathers in faith over the land and people of Nsukka and beyond é. 

Today, I deliver a óchildô carried in my ówombô over time into your hands! Do not allow this 

child to die éò 

TRIUMPHANT NIGHT has remained an undisputed spiritual platform, an altar upon which 

heaven was to fulfill the divine mandate of the New Cathedral Building in Isaiah 2: 1 - 

5.  Triumphant Night was envisioned to be A SENTINEL MONTHLY GATHERING, A 

DIOCESAN AND INTER-DENOMINATIONAL PRAYER CONVOCATION FOR ALL, 

TARGETED AT TOUCHING THE LAND AND IT'S PEOPLE WITH THE POWER 

GOSPEL. This reviving all night vigil has proven to be A NIGHT OF WORSHIP, WORD 

AND WARFARE. In line with these mandates, the heavily anointed programme has been 

running on every second Friday of the month with an average attendance of 6,000 persons 

besides children. The messages have remained purely bible-based and undiluted with several 

stunning miracles following especially during ministrations and counseling hour. It is 

remarkable to note that following the roofing of the New Cathedral we moved the venue into 

the New Cathedral on 13th June 2014.  The joy of not staying under rain all night made the 

June version an exceptional glory. 

The leadership has remained what we approved from inception with Rev. (Dr.) Moses Ebuka 

Omeke as the Co-ordinator of the programme except Bro Austin Chibuike who has declined 

his position as works coordinator. Others are: Assistant Co-ordinator ï Bro. (Dr.) Edwin 

Omeje; Lighting system ï Evangelist Sunday Asogwa, Prayers-Evangelist Obumneme 



Ozioko, Counseling and Ushering ï Canon Nnamdi Ijeudo among others. The expenditure of 

the Ministry has been growing steadily following the movement of the venue in addition to 

the anchoring of the programme  at the Anglican Cable Network of Nigeria (ACNN) every 

Sunday (6-7pm) which takes Twenty four thousand naira (N24,000.00) monthly. The 

Ministry also procured a total of 475 plastic Chairs from pledges made by participants. 

However, the Ministry has not borrowed money as God has been sustaining it miraculously. It 

is pertinent to note that majority of those who attend the programme are not Anglicans by 

denomination which is a strong prove that the vision is from God. Brethren, the platform for 

the long-awaited transformation of the people and the land of Nsukka and beyond through the 

power gospel has been released to us. Let us continue to pray and support the vision so that 

God will sustain it. 

We need urgently more seats, our own sound system, Power Generating sets, Lighting and 

media Equipment. We are praying that God will raise those that will take up these materials. 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
In other to reposition the Diocesan for effectiveness in ministry and growth, the following 

appointments and changes have been made since after the last Synod: 

 

1. Rev. Canon Kingsley S. E. Obeta  ï Bishopôs Administrative Assistant 

2. Rev. Emmanuel Isiwu    ï Bishopôs Chaplain 

We therefore appreciate our immediate past personal staff: Rev. Daniel I. Onah (our Pioneer 

Bishopôs Administrative Assistant), Rev. Canon Kenneth A. Onah and Rev. Daniel M. Abah 

(our Chaplains). We have no regret working with you rather we enjoyed your company, 

sincerity, diligence and effectiveness. We pray God to reward you all according to his riches 

in glory in Jesus name. Amen. 

Changes were also made in the Womenôs Ministries in consultation with the president of MU, 

WG, GG & YW as follows: 

1. Lady Prof. Chika Oguonu  ï Secretary 

2. Mrs. Obiageli Onah   ï Assist. Secretary 

3. Mrs. Gladys O. Onah   ï Chairman, Conference Planning Committee 

4. Mrs. Ruth Ogbodo   ï Co-ordinator, Kitchen Unit 

5. Mrs. Blessing Eze   ï Coordinator, Girlsô Guild Unit 

6. Dr. Mrs. Ekpereka Ibezim  ï Coordinator, Young Wives Unit 

7. Lady Tochi Ezeudu   ï Assist. Coordinator, Young Wives Unit 

 

Directors  

1. Ven. Chinedu Onah          - Mission and Evangelism Directorate;  

2. Rev. Canon Samuel Obeta       - Directorate for Discipleship and Publications;  

3. Ven. A.N.C. Ogbochie (JP)   - Directorate for Pastorate 

4. Ven. E. I. Asogwa                 - Directorate for Theology and Ecumenism 

5. Ven. G. U. Nnamani           -Directorate for Training & Manpower    Development 

6. Ven. C. M. O. Ugwuanyi   -Directorate for Planning, Research & Development 

7. Rev. Canon Joel C. Ugwuoke  - Directorate for Media and Communications 

8. Rev. Canon Emeka S. Ezea      - Youth Directorate  

9. Rev. Canon Matthew E. Ezema  - Directorate for Women & Children 

10. Rev. Canon Prof. N. N. Osadebe  -Directorate for Christian Marriage & Family Life 



11. Rev. Canon Edwin G. Agbo    -Directorate for Justice, Peace/Conflict Resolution 

12. Rev. Canon Jude Ogah     -Directorate for Politics & Inter-Governmental Affairs 

13. Izuchukwu Ewulu         - Music Directorate  

14. Rev. Williams Okoye       - Directorate for Sports 

15. Rev, Sunday Dike             - Directorate for Security Services 

They have already swung into action and are making waves. 

 

NEW PRINTING PRESS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
It became necessary to set up a new Printing Press Management Committee, following the 

relocation of her former chairman ï Prof. Johnson Urama and the need to make this venture 

efficient and result oriented. We prayerfully chose the following as the new committee 

members: 

1. Sir Johnson Onah    ï Chairman  

2. Rev. Canon Kingsley S. E. Obeta ï Secretary 

3. Rev. Canon Joseph N. Chukwuma 

4. Engr. Ik. Ezema 

5. Dr. Victor Ogugua 

6. Bro. Chris C. Eze 

7. Sir S. O. Eze 

8. Mrs. Ogechukwu Onah 

9. Dr. Chiedozie Ajero 

The committee has since been inaugurated and functioning. We commend them for the 

positive changes we have started noticing which their report explains better and pray for more 

grace upon them. 

 

DIOCESAN MISSION SUNDAY: 
In our desire to grow together as the body of Christ, and strengthen the mission frontiers, we 

fixed Sunday 29th September, 2013 as a mission Sunday in all the Churches in the Diocese. All 

the proceeds in all our Churches were collected together to support the feeble churches in the 

Diocese. The following Churches benefitted in the magnanimous missionary gestures of the 

Diocese. 

¶ Church of Advent, Ette      N400,000.00 

¶ Our Saviourôs Obinagu Owerre, Edem-Ani  N300,000.00 

¶ Holy Trinity Church Umunko    N100,000.00 

¶ Christ Church, Nguru     N300,000.00 

¶ St. Stephenôs Church, Amogwu    N200,000.00 

¶ Christ Church, Owerre-Obimo    N200,000.00 

¶ Church of Transfiguration Ezillo   N300,000.00 

¶ Holy Trinity Church Inyi    N200,000.00 

Mission Sunday was also observed this year on Sunday 31st August. A total sum of Two 

million, three hundred and twenty two thousand, eight hundred and eighty Naira only 

(N2,322,880.00) was collected and will be distributed to some other Churches within the 

Synod. We appreciate the churches for their commitment to this vision. 

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 



This event was held on Monday 12th to Sunday 18th May, 2014 at the Cathedral Church of 

St. Paul, Nsukka. The event featured football competition of which Cathedral Deanery 

emerged the winner, Quiz Competitions for Children, Youth, Women and Men of which 

Alor-Uno, Cathedral, Alor-Uno and Nsukka Archdeaconries took the first positions 

respectively, and Match past Competition for Young Wives which the Cathedral Deanery 

took the first position. Other activities during the celebration were: Youth Carnival, Night of 

Praise, Public lecture on Church Growth, Anniversary Service with Awards given to some 

special friends of the Diocese, some good spirited Nigerians and philanthropists who have 

distinguished themselves in politics, commerce, industry, charity, lifestyle, etc, some Heroes 

of Faith and some who have shown great commitment. It will be necessary to note here that 

the award was our attempt to appreciate those that have contributed in the mission of the 

Church for these years. We apologize to anyone who was omitted in the award or those whose 

labours were not recognized verbally or written. 

Thanksgiving, Collation and Installation service ended the weekôs activities. 

The Anniversary attracted a sea of people from various walks of life. We had in attendance 

top church leaders, top political leaders, high ranked academics and great business men. It 

was indeed a huge success in all. 

We continue to appreciate the Planning Committee, especially the indefatigable Chairman 

Hon. Ogbonna Idike, an astute Administrator and visionary leader - a true Anglican indeed. 

We have not also stopped to commend our team spirit that resulted to the Anniversary being a 

huge success. May God bless all of us. 

The Anniversary Book ñAnglican Diocese of Nsukka at 20: Growth, Relevance, and Future.ò 

is still available. Go to the book stand and get copies for yourself and for your friends. It is not 

just a mere historical compendium but a timely harvest of gifts, talents and intellectual 

endeavour in a spirit of cooperation. 

NEW VEHICLES FOR THE BISHOP 
Before last yearôs Synod, the picture was very clear that we had not a reliable car for our 

travels and movements. Efforts were made to remedy the situation but were without success 

until the Women Ministry of the Diocese under the able leadership of Mrs. Ifeoma A Agbo ï 

a woman of gentle spirit but powerful in action - decided to take the bull by the horn. It was to 

our greatest surprise when, after we presented our  Address during last yearôs Synod at St. 

Lukeôs Nsukka, the women of this Diocese presented to us a brand new Toyota Prado Jeep 

(2013 Model). We appreciate the president of the Women Ministries, Mrs. Ifeoma A. Agbo 

(JP), the Vice presidents, all the members of the executive and all the women of this Diocese 

ï May God Almighty reward you abundantly in Jesus name. Amen. 

Few weeks after the Synod, God also blessed us with another car, this time, Lexus Jeep. A 

member of this Diocese and a great supporter of our ministry Mr. Ejiofor Oke resident in 

Abuja gave us the car without our asking. It was a big sacrifice which we appreciate so much 

and pray God to reward him immeasurably. 

Early this year also, the Chief Executive Officer of Peace Mass Transit, Evang. Dr. Samuel 

Maduka Onyishi gave us a brand new eighteen seater bus. We appreciate this servant of God 

so much and pray God to continue to keep him and to bless him. 

EFAC NATIONAL CONVENTION  



The EFAC National Convention held from 11th to 17th August, 2014 was a very huge 

success. We had over ten (10) thousand participants. The spiritual harvest of the convention 

cannot be over emphasized. The testimony of the National Chairman, other executive 

members of EFAC Nigeria and all participants is that it was the best of all the Conventions 

that have been held ï best in all ramifications. 

We use this opportunity to appreciate you all for your sacrifices, humility, commitment and 

prayers that moved God to crown our efforts with such astounding success. We appreciate in 

a special way the Planning Committee, under the chairmanship of Ven. Steve Dimelu, the 

EFAC Zonal Coordinator, Rev. Canon Godwin E. Eze, all the chairmen and members of the 

sub-committees, the Boys and Girls Brigade, and others too numerous to mention. The lesson 

of this convention is that ñunder God, with team spirit and unity of purpose, there is nothing 

we cannot achieve.ò 

May God reward you all. 

FAITH FOUNDATION MISSI ON HOSPITAL, NSUKKA (FFMHN)  

We give God all the glory for his faithfulness in this establishment. 

You will recall that during last yearôs Synod, issues about high charges/bills and the blackmail 

against the hospital published in local News paper were raised. The Synod frowned at these 

cases and called for immediate action. 

As regards the publication, the case has been filed at the high court but they are yet to begin 

hearing. We are waiting for the action of the court. For the charges, a drastic downward 

review was done immediately after last yearôs Synod., We are aware that few people are still 

complaining but we are not disturbed by that since it is obvious that complaints will never 

stop even if we turn it to a charity organization. 

Following the courtôs judgement that the hospitalôs mortuary be relocated, a new one with a 

bigger capacity and modern design has been built and completed within six months. The cost 

of erecting the structure was six million, six hundred and twenty two thousand, five hundred 

and ninety naira (N6,622,590.00) only. The site was approved by Enugu State Ministry of 

Environment which issued us the license to operate in addition to the one we obtained from 

the State Ministry of Health. 

We happily wish to inform you that about three (3) months ago, the hospital received 

equipment worth over six million naira (N6,000,000.00) only from PATHS 2. We have 

written to appreciate them. May God bless them abundantly. The report booklet has details of 

the equipments. 

DEUS REFUGIUM PRINTING PRESS 

Since the re-constitution of the Management Committee and re-organization of the staff, we 

have noticed impressing changes. Notable achievements as you will see in their report have 

been made. In fact, life has returned to the press. Therefore, we urge you to send your printing 

jobs to our Printing Press; you will be given the best at an affordable prize.  

We commend both the Management Committee and the staff for their commitment, 

effectiveness and efficiency. 

HIS GLORY BOOKSHOP  



We are all witnesses of the growth of the bookshop. The shop has become small for the 

establishment thus sitting space for customers is just very small. Both devotional and 

theological books are sold there; commentaries and dictionaries are also available. Life 

transforming messages are available both in audio and VCDs/DVDs. We appreciate the 

management. 

AGRIC FARM  

It is very clear to all of us that our Agric department has been resuscitated. The department 

has established cassava farm, started a plantain and banana plantation in which about 300 

suckers have been planted for initial experimentation, the maize farm is doing well, and in this 

year alone they have planted two sets ï early and late maize which will be harvested in about 

two weeks from now. The pig farm has been revived and has about 34 piglets and we have 

withdrawn our tractor from Adani for proper management. 

All these are the Lordôs doing and we return all praise to Him. We appreciate the chairman of 

the Agric Committee, Dr. Shedrack Asogwa for his extreme commitment to seeing this 

department fully revived. We also appreciate other members of the committee and pray God 

to bless them all. 

THE CHRISTIAN FATHERSô FELLOWSHIP (CFF) 

The wind of revival is blowing seriously among the fathers. We noticed that fathers have 

started becoming spiritually minded and committed to the things of God. Our last conference 

at Aku was a huge success in all ramifications. We congratulate the fathers and also the host 

Archdeaconry ï May God bless you. 

It is also very necessary to inform you that we removed the Financial Secretary and the 

Treasurer of the CFF for lack of accountability. They have been replaced with other persons 

who will keep the offices till next election. 

Beloved people of God, at Aku, God met us; he sat on us like the refiner of gold and opened 

our eyes to our unworthiness. On this note, the participants entered into a covenant with God 

on behalf of the Diocese, which may require ratification by this Synod to become Diocesan 

Covenant with God. The covenant is as follows: 

 

THE COVENANT OF THE DIOCESE OF NSUKKA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION) 

WITH GOD DURING THE CFF CONFERENCE AT ST. THOMASô CHURCH, AKU, 

IGBO-ETITI L.G.A  

In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! Amen.  

WHEREAS:  
1. The Christian Fathersô Fellowship of the Diocese of Nsukka met at Aku from July 11-13, 

2014.  

2. The theme of the conference is ñThe First Commandmentò; we reject idolatry and will 

worship the one and only true God. 

3. The guest preacher for the three days talked to us as inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

exposed the sin of idolatry and its consequences;  



4. The Presidential Address, from the beginning to the end, dealt with the first 

commandment of God and its importance as the foundation and pivot of every other law 

or commandment of God. 

5. In view of the fact that in this conference, all the members of the Diocese are in 

attendance ï Representatives of the CFF from various churches, the women represented 

by the mother of the Diocese and the Archdeaconsô wives, the youths represented by the 

Band members and the Boys Brigade members, and the children here present. 

We, All the Members of the Diocese of Nsukka, Anglican Communion, hereby, 

wholeheartedly, willingly, without any force from any body, agree, accept to enter into a New 

Covenant with Jehovah, the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the great I am that I am; and 

declare that as from today,  

a. We shall have no other god except You;  

b. We shall not sponsor any idolatrous act in our families;  

c. We shall not endorse any idolatrous act in our communities;  

d. We shall not fail to fight against the worship of idols in all its ramifications. 

Whoever goes back on this covenant puts himself under the wrath of God. Amen..  

May it be known to you that this covenant is binding on all of us and we are committed to 

following it to the last letter. May God help us. Amen. 

 

THE WOMENôS MINISTRIES 

The Women Ministry has remained an enviable gift from God to us. Their giant strides cannot 

be over emphasized. We have already acknowledged the new car they bought for the Bishop. 

In addition to this, they have completed and dedicated the SAMAH Water complex. They also 

began, completed and dedicated the Diocesan Kitchen. The Young Wives Unit has 

established a standard bakery ï all the bread you have been eating in this Synod was produced 

by them.  More importantly, the evangelical wave they are making at Ojo, Enugu-Ezike and 

Ezimo Agu are heart warming. In fact, the Women Ministry is waxing stronger in all 

ramifications and we give all the praise to God. 

We must state clearly that the Womenôs Conference of this year was very wonderful. The 

organization was excellent. It was indeed a life transforming programme ï it was rich in the 

word of God, in prayers and in education. We therefore commend the dynamic, articulate, 

meticulous but silent president of the Women Ministry, Mrs. Ifeoma A. Agbo (JP) and her 

team of executive for good works. God bless you all. 

We commend the host Archdeaconry, Ibagwa for a wonderful hosting. We charge all others to 

follow their example and that of Aku ï all their launchings were cash. That is where we are 

going in this Diocese and we are already there. God bless you Ibagwa and Aku 

Archdeaconries. 

ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (AYF)  

The AYF carried out an outreach at St. Maryôs Church, Opi (the venue of this Synod) from 

25th ï 27th October, 2013. It was a success. Induction of some persons into AYF and 

inauguration of some Unit Councils were held at St. Stephenôs Church, Umuezeavuru, Ovoko 

on December 26, 2013. Our youth star took 4th position at the National Quiz Competition held 



during the AYF National Convention at Umuahia from 6th ï 10th August, 2014. We 

congratulate the leadership of the fellowship. 

However, it has become very clear that if more effort is not put, we may end up not having 

AYF in the nearest future, given the response of our youth to AYF activities and programmes. 

We need to, as a Diocese, restrategize on how best to revive this organization. 

YOUNG ANGLICAN CRUSADERS (YAC)  

This organization is doing well. They are expanding and growing strong. We commend the 

step they took to reviving all the Archdeaconries by which they have carried out revival 

programmes to Cathedral Deanery, Ibagwa, Aku, Nsukka East and Ovoko Archdeaconries. 

We also commend their special annual programme for WACE/NECO and JAMB candidates 

tagged ñAcademy of Graceò ï the testimony of it is worthwhile. 

We commend the leadership of this organization but want them to consider the issue of 

ñwhere do we fix these young ones when they cross the age limit for YAC membership?ò This 

is very necessary as our effort will be a waste if they do not remain in the faith and become 

useful in other organizations after graduating from YAC. Again we need to think seriously of 

how to make YAC useful in Secondary school Evangelism. 

COUNCIL OF KNIGHTS  

The commitment and sacrificial services of the Knights and Ladies of St. Paul is worth 

commending. The council sponsored a 3-day crusade at All Saintsô Church, Adaba from 21st 

ï 23rd February, 2014 and roofed the churchôs parsonage building, which took about Five 

hundred thousand naira (500,000.00). This is an expression of commitment to Evangelism and 

Missions. May God bless all the Knights and Ladies. 

We have to inform you that we have released all the members of the council who are 

indigenes of Eha-Amufu Diocese who applied for transfer to Eha-Amufu. The Council of 

Knights of St. Christopher of the Diocese of Eha-Amufu was inaugurated on 26th April, 2014. 

We congratulate them and pray God to keep them flourishing and useful to His Church in 

Jesus name. Amen. 

 

CATHEDRAL PROJE CT 

The new cathedral building that is now standing tall amidst other Anglican Cathedrals in our 

nation and amidst all the buildings in Nsukka is only an expression that with God, nothing is 

impossible. Humanly speaking, many of us thought that the project may be abandoned on the 

way or may take about fifty years to come to the level where it is now. God has just proven to 

us that he is a mysterious God; He moves in a mysterious way and His wonders to perform. 

At a point during the roofing, we saw it that the devil was fighting seriously to stop the work. 

This was evidenced in the unnecessary delay by the contractor. However, the roofing was 

finally completed, part of the outside plastering was done, some  windows at the Chancel and 

the Vestries were fixed, the P.O.P for all the Vestries and offices were completed with their 

doors fixed, all the conveniences in the Vestries and offices and some in the main auditorium 

were put into use, the German flooring was completed by the Cathedral Church at the cost of 

about six million naira, (6,000,000.00), the fencing was completed with the gates fixed, etc.  

Between September 2013 and August 2014, we have spent about Fourty eight million, seven 

hundred and eighty two thousand, one hundred naira (N48,782,100) only excluding the 



outstanding debt of about Seven million naira (7,000,000.00), and six million naira 

(N6,000,000) spent on the German floor by St. Paulôs Cathedral and the cost of all the marble 

works already done that were taken care of by some families, including the family of Chief 

Matthew Ani Nwangwu, courtesy of Sir Hon Justice FIN Ngwu, the Chancellor of the 

Diocese and the family of Sir Jonathan Onuh- the Diocesan Auditor. We pray God to bless all 

who were instrumental to bringing the cathedral work to its present stage. We must not stop to 

appreciate the Architect, Sir Innocent Agbo and the Diocesan Engineers, Sir Engr. Dr. Ugo 

Nwoji and Bro. Mathias Otti and the Cathedral Project Committee. Their commitments to this 

work worth more than tens of millions ï May God reward you all. 

It will be very necessary to let you know that all we realized from the N1,000.00 Cathedral 

Seed money required of every Anglican in Nsukka Diocese (both home and abroad) was six 

million, six hundred and seventy thousand, two hundred and fifty naira (N6,670,250) only. 

We thank those who responded. However, this shows we have to do more in teaching our 

members Christian commitment and giving. God will help us. The list of those who paid the 

seed money is attached to this address  

In all, we return all glory to God and trust him to finish what he has begun. The outstanding 

work at the Cathedral Includes: 

1. Windows  

2. Ceiling 

3. Tiling 

4. Seats/furniture 

5. Marble work 

6. Electricals  

7. Sound 

8. Electronics 

9. ICT 

10. Landscaping 

11. Plumbing/water  

12. Painting 

13. Plastering 

Below is the quotation for the windows:        



 



 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION: OUR FLAGSHIP PROJECT  

It was in our very last Synod held at St. Lukeôs Church, Nsukka that God spoke to us in clear 

terms on the need and urgency of the churchôs active involvement in education, through an 

eminent Anglican, an erudite scholar and educationist per excellence, Sir Prof. Chinedum 

Nwajiuba. He raised some definite points that required ruminations and which were not 

properly addressed during the Synod. This necessitated our calling for an Education Summit. 

We saw the education summit as a meeting ñé of the children of Issachar, which were men 

that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to doò (1 Chronicles 12:32). 

The Summit, under the chairmanship of an eminent and proud Anglican, a University Don, an 

educational Psychologist, Prof. Mrs. Elsie Chizua Umeano did in-depth brain storming on 

Wednesday 23rd to Thursday 24th July, 2014 at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul. 

In as much as our past mistakes were glaring, they did not waste time crying over our spilt 

milk or lamenting over our educational woes. They educationally looked back at where we are 

coming from, understood where we are and then projected where we want to be. They came 

up with wonderful, specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time based resolutions. 

These resolutions were incorporated into the product of the Vision Crew and Vision Team to 

be discussed, deliberated upon to become our mission and vision. 

We have resolved to give special attention and devote more time to education. We have set it 

as our Flagship Project. Being so resolute about this, we have already started carrying out 

some of the resolutions of the Education Summit. On the receipt of the draft copy of the 

Summitôs Report and Resolutions, we proceeded to setting up a Curriculum Review 

Committee headed by Dame Dr. Uche Igbokwe who is a curriculum expert. They reviewed 

our schools curriculum and came up with standard curriculum that reflect the need of the time 

and will make our Anglican schools academic centres of excellence. You will be properly 

communicated at the right time so that all those concerned will take the required action. 

At this point, we sincerely appreciate all the participants in the Education Summit and the 

resource persons for agreeing to be part of that monumental trip; the members of the DEB and 

the staff for such wonderful package, and the Curriculum Review Committee members for 

continuity on the job of the Summit. The Almighty God who is the fountain of all wisdom and 

knowledge continue to keep you green in all your endeavours in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

REVIEW OF OUR VISION AND WORK PLAN FOR THE DIOCESE  

Beloved, at this juncture we deem it appropriate to take us down the memory lane. Nsukka 

Diocese was inaugurated on 11th January 1994 with Rt. Rev. Dr. Jonah Chukwuemeka 

Ilonuba as the first Bishop. At inauguration, we had Two (2) Archdeaconries, Eighteen (18) 

Parishes and Twenty (20) Priests. The jurisdiction covered 7 Local Government Areas. In the 



words of Justice F. I. N. Ngwu; ñThe terrain was hilly and the road rough but the people 

were determined. What they needed was a later day Jonah with the spirit and cloak of St. 

Paul.ò  With the wisdom of God upon him, Rt. Rev. Ilonuba and his wife, Mrs. R U Ilonuba 

soon altered the landscape and spiritual formation of the new Diocese.  

At the retirement of the Pioneer Bishop, we were elected and consecrated to succeed him. We 

saw the need for an articulated focus and, indeed, a vision for the Anglican Diocese of 

Nsukka. As the holy Bible puts it, "Where there is no vision, the people perish" (Proverbs 

29:18). To us the beginning of our tenure was a timely opportunity to chart a new future for 

the Church. We believed that the process of charting a new future for the church must involve 

the various groups in the church. But being constrained by time and since it was before our 

enthronement, we appointed these wise and commitment members, under the leadership of Sir 

Hon Justice F. I. N. Ngwu, to articulate the "Way Forward"- Sir Hon Justice F. I. N. Ngwu, 

Sir Arch. Innocent Agbo, Sir Dennis Agbo, Pharm. Emeka Ezea, Rev. Can. C. C. Eze, Rev. 

Nnamdi Ijeudo and Sir Engr. Dozie Eze.  

We used the occasion of our enthronement on 6th July 2008 at the Cathedral Church of St. 

Paul, Nsukka, to present our vision THE WAY FORWARD to the good people of Nsukka 

Diocese. We all have pursued this vision with strong passion and by the grace of God we are, 

where we are now.  

During the preparations for the 20th Anniversary, the need to review our vision was done on 

us, for two reasons, viz; most of the set goals have been achieved, and there are many lands 

yet to be conquered. Although the Church has witnessed significant growth numerically and 

infrastructurally, its spiritual growth is still below desired level. There are still many villages 

to be reached with the gospel of salvation. There are raw paganism and syncretism: 

spirituality is shallow and many members pay little attention to Bible study, prayer and 

fasting. There is still strong adherence to prayer houses. Negative cultural practices and 

beliefs are alive in most members. Commitment to Christ and obedience to the biblical 

injunction is weak and conformity to the standard of the world has engulfed the church at all 

levels. There is superficial love and, in most cases, sacrificial love/service as exemplified by 

Jesus Christ, is lacking.  

Our worship is beginning to loose its spiritual savour as attention is shifting to how much that 

is realized at the end of the service rather than how many souls were nourished. Church 

services therefore appear unexciting to many who desired spiritual rejuvenation any time they 

come to church especially the youths.  

In the face of the foregoing challenges, we were provoked to put in motion a process that will 

set objectives and goals that will lift the diocese to a higher pedestal, and to design strategies 

and programmes that will lead to the attainment of the desired goal.  

The process started with the setting up of a 21-man-Vision Crew Chaired by our beloved 

brother; Prof. Willy Ugwuanyi. With the following as members:  

Rev. Can. Emeka Ezea ï Secretary  

Sir Hon Justice F I N Ngwu  

Sir Bar Onyinyechi Ugwulor  

Prof. Johnson Urama  

Sir Prof. Micah Osilike  

Sir Dennis Agbo  

Sir Arch. Innocent Agbo  



Lady Prof. Chika Oguonu  

Dame Dr Uche Igbokwe  

Lady Maryrose Ngwu  

Lady Dr Florence Ezeudu  

Hon. Ogbonna Idike  

Sir Engr. Dozie Eze  

Dr Edwin Omeje  

Dr Shedrack Asogwa  

Dr Daniel Ugwu  

Sir Onyebuchi Okolo  

Ven. Chinedu Onah  

Rev. Can Prof. N. Osadebe  

Rev. Dr Moses E. Omeke.  

They were given four months to answer the following questions:  

1. Why do we exist as a Diocese?  

2. What do we want to achieve?  

3. How can we do it?  

In other words, they were to give us our Mission Statement, Vision Statements, Goals and 

Action Plans. They concluded by the end of September. The second stage of the process was a 

gathering of The Vision Team made up of all the Archdeacons, the Legal Team, Diocesan 

Officials, selected professionals, representatives of men, women, youths and children. This 

Team met at Nike Diocesan Retreat Center Trans-Ekulu, Enugu from 3rd to 5th October 20014. 

The participants were divided into work groups as follows:  
¶ House of Clergy  
¶ Men  
¶ Women  
¶ Youths  

The groups engaged in an inspired brainstorming, directed at finding answers to the various 

issues that would bring out the vision of the Diocese and the strategy and programmes that 

would lead to the realization of the vision.  

The report of these groups were given to a-7-man Technical committee who collated, 

analyzed and articulated them to produce what will be presented to us in this Synod for our 

assent and adoption.  

We sincerely appreciate all those that contributed in the process of the 

vision review especially the members of the Vision Crew. T he Vision Team 
and the Technical Team and the Director of Research, Planning and 

Development -  Ven. Clifford M. Ugwuanyi.  
 

NEW PARISHES AND ARCHDEACONRIES  

It is very obvious that all the Archdeaconries and about ninety-six percent of the Parishes 

created during the 1st Session of this 7th Synod are doing well. We congratulate them and 

charge them to be committed to continuous growth. 

Being mission minded, we see creation of Parishes and Archdeaconries as a missionary 

approach that will help us in achieving the great commission. It is on this note that the 



Diocesan Board held on 30th September 2014 approved the following new Parishes and 

Archdeaconries.  

PARISHES:  

1. St. Johnôs Parish, Ohodo 

1. Anglican Church, Uzueku-Ohodo 

 

2. St. Barthôs Parish, Ohodo 

1. St. Michaelôs Church Elue 

2. Church of Nativity, Agbuigwe 

 

3. Christ Church Parish, Iheakpu-Awka Ndiagu 

1. Anglican Church, Azuebor Iheakpu-Awka 

 

4. All Saintsô Parish, Uhunowerre 

1. Emmanuel Church, Amokpu, Uhunowerre 

 

5. St. Andrewôs Parish, Uroshi 

1. Emmanuel Church, Isiobere 

 

6. Christ Church Parish, Igbelle 

1. Anglican Church, Umuagbo-Igbelle 

 

7. St. Johnôs Parish, Isiugwu 

1. St. Paulôs Church, Anambra Isiugwu 

2. Anglican Church, Owerre-Eze 

3. Anglican Church, Ofuodo 

 

8. Christ Church Parish, Okpo 

1. Anglican Church, Amaja 

 

9. St. Barthôs Parish, Isiagu Ibagwa-Aka 

1. Church of Redemption, Ogurugu 

 

10. All Saintsô Parish, Ihe, Alor-Uno 

1. Anglican Church, Umuome Alor-Uno (proposed) 

 

11. St. Philipôs Parish, Echarra-Nsukka 

1. Holy Trinity Church, Uwalu Ugwu Umuakashi 

2. Anglican Church, Amebor Ani (Proposed) 

 

12. St. Peterôs Parish, Ukpata  

 

13. Christ Church Parish, Unyasu-Opi 

1. Anglican Church, Uwelu-Ibeku 

 

ARCHDEACONRIES:  
 

1. Amachalla Archdeaconry 



1. Amachalla parish 

2. Ikpuiga parish 

3. Igbelle parish 

4. Urokshi parish 

 

2. Uda Archdeaconry 

1. Uda parish 

2. Ugbaike parish 

 

3. Umulokpa Archdeaconry 

1. Umulokpa Parish 

2. Adaba Parish 

3. Ukpata Parish 

¶ Lejja Parish to join Ozalla Archdeaconry 
 

ENUGU PROVINCIAL NEWS  

Most Rev. Dr. Emmanuel O. Chukwuma, OON is now the Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical 

Province of Enugu. He has since been presented. 

Election was conducted at the Provincial level and all the Provincial Executive were returned. 

Ven. Theophilus O. Ugwuishiwu was elected the Assistant Secretary of the Province ï We 

congratulate him and pray for Godôs grace upon him. 

 

CHURCH OF NIGERIA NEWS  

ACNN 

ACNN, our cable network is doing well but not without certain challenges. A board has been 

constituted and inaugurated to run the affairs of the network. They are to work up the 

establishment to a profitable level. The membership includes: 

1. The Most Revôd. Adebayo Dada Akinde  ï Chairman 

2. The Revôd. Chidi Oparaojiaku    ï Member 

3. Ven. Dr. Amatu Christian Iwuagwu   ï      ñ  

4. Prof. Jerry Gana ï      ñ 

5. Mrs. Augusta Maduegbunam ï      ñ 

6. Engr. Nosa Osawe ï      ñ 

7. Prince Kanayo Nwajei ï      ñ 

Our Triumphant Night is televised in this network every Sunday from 6pm to 7pm. The 

network is free to air and you get it in My TV (Strong). 

GAFCON 2 
The Diocese was represented by five persons (Bishop, Bishopôs wife and three others) at the 

meeting held in Nairobi, Kenya. In all, there were thirty-seven (37) nations in attendance at 

the meeting including Iran and Israel. The Archbishop of Canterbury attended briefly and left 

back to attend to some other engagements. Nigerian contingents made up a larger proportion 

of the GAFCON. We noticed massive revival in East African countries and in the western 

world, too, where some churches formerly aligned to the homosexual group are returning 

back to our fold. 



We commend so much the organizational excellence and the spiritual impact of the meeting. 

Two challenges we identified as confronting the church are: Greater commitment to Youth 

and Children Ministry  and the need for training and further training of the clergy. These 

challenges/issues would be given serious attention. 

DIVCCON 

The last one was held between 18th - 22nd November, 2013 in Abuja. We noted an 

improvement in attendance with thirty one (31) Laity, thirty six (36) Clergy and four (4) from 

the house of Bishops. Dame Sally Adukwu hosted 10 persons while Sir Barr. Chukwudi 

Chukwuemeka gave some financial support towards the hotel bills. We appreciate those that 

donated their vehicles for the trip as well as the drivers of the vehicles. 

This yearôs own shall hold from 3rd ï 7th November, 2014. We encourage all of us to attend. 

For the sake of our future, we shall device means of assisting our youths to attend en mass. It 

is very necessary for their growth both in God and in Anglicanism. Consult Sir Engr. Dr. Ugo 

Nwoji and Rev. Canon Nnamdi Ijeudo to guide you properly on your registration and 

attendance. 

Land has been acquired in Kwali, Abuja and plans are on to develop the camp ground very 

soon. 

ST. MATTHIAS DAY 

The fund raised from the St. Matthias Day all over the Church of Nigeria is used for the 

welfare and growth of Dioceses within the nation, especially the ones having serious financial 

challenges. Part of it (5%) as approved at the Standing Committee at Ibadan has been 

allocated to the Clergy Ph.D study programme. 

You will recall that last year, we raised Two million, seventy seven thousand, three hundred 

and thirty Naira (N2,077,330) only. This year, we raised Two million, four hundred and 

twenty two thousand, three hundred and fifteen naira (N2,422,315) only. This is a sign of 

growth. We are expecting to raise Three million Naira N3,000,000 next year. We commend 

your commitment to this.  

STANDING COMMITTEE AT IBADAN 

This was held from February 18 ï 22, 2014 at St. Jamesô the Great Cathedral, Ibadan, Oyo 

State. Our Diocese was represented by Rt. Rev. A. E. Agbo (JP), Mrs. Ifeoma A. Agbo (JP), 

Sir Barr. Onyinyechi Ugwulor, Ven. T. O. Ugwuishiwu and Prof. Mrs. Chika Oguonu. Issues 

raised were the Amendment of the Constitution, Permanent Diaconate and others. The 

Communiqué and Pastoral Letters are appended to this charge. 

GENERAL SYNOD 

The 11th General Synod of the Church of Nigeria was held at the Cathedral Church of the 

Good Shepherd, Enugu from 15th ï 20th September, 2014. Greater percentage of the hosting 

cost was taken care of by an individual ï May God bless him. Our Diocese was given Two 

million, seven hundred and fourty eight thousand, two hundred Naira (N2,748,200) to 

contribute to the hosting of the Synod. By Godôs grace, we paid it all. The Synod was 

successfully held. 

Our Diocese was represented by the Bishop, the Bishopôs wife, the Chancellor, the Clerical 

Synod Secretary, Ven. Prof. T. C. Madueme and Sir Engr. Dr. C. U. Nwoji. The resolutions 



are contained in the communiqué and Pastoral Letter that are appended to this 

Address/Charge. 

RETIREMENTS IN THE EPISCOPATE 
1. The Rt. Revôd. Matthew Osunade ï Ogbomosho 

2. The Rt. Revôd. Simeon O. M. Adebola ï Yewa 

3. The Rt. Revôd. J. Fasipe ï Oyo 

We wish them happy and peaceful retirement life in Jesus name. Amen. 

ELECTION OF BISHOPS 
1. Rt.Revôd. Titus Babatunde Olayinka  ï Ogbomosho 

2. Rt. Revôd. Michael Adebayo Oluwarohunbi  ï Yewa 

3. Rt. Revôd. Prince Antai Asuquo  ï Uyo 

4. Rt. Revôd. William Aladekugbe  ï Oyo 

We congratulate them and wish them blissful ministry. 

PRESENTATION OF ARCHBISHOPS 
At the Episcopal Synod held at Ibru Centre, Agbarha Otor, the following were elevated as 

follows: 

1. Most Rev. I. C. O. Kattey   ï re-elected Archbishop of Niger Delta Province 

2. Most Rev. M. O. Akinyemi  ï re-elected Archbishop of Kwarra Province 

3. Most Rev. E. Egbunu       ï re-elected Archbishop of Lokoja Province 

4. Rt. Rev. E. O. Chukwuma  ï elected Archbishop of Enugu Province 

They have since been presented. We congratulate them and wish them successful ministry. 

Note that the Most Revôd. Friday Imekhai (JP) is now the Dean of Church of Nigeria ï We 

congratulate him. 

 

MESSAGE TO THE NATION  

 

We give all praise and honour to God who kept our nation for these hundred years since the 

amalgamation of both the Northern and Southern parts of Nigeria. The journey has not been 

too smooth given the wars, political and economic crises and religious intolerance plaguing 

our nation. However, we have many reasons to praise God. 

We appreciate the President of this nation, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, for the much he has 

been able to achieve in the midst of turmoil. We are aware that you are resuscitating the 

Nigerian Railway Corporation which will definitely reduce the incessant destruction of lives 

and properties caused by much number of haulage vehicles on the Nigerian roads. We 

commend the construction and maintenance of roads around the country; and your 

commitment to the power sector. Thanks and God bless you. 

His Excellency, Barr. Sullivan Chime, the Governor of Enugu State ï you have done well and 

still doing well. You have achieved a lot ï turning Enugu into a modern city, providing the 

much needed security in the state, timely payment of workers, and very importantly, your 

commitment to zoning the next Governor of the state to Enugu North. Your Excellency, as we 

commend you in these giant strides, we want again to bring to your notice the activities of 

some people around your Government who are using their privileged positions in government 



to marginalize others especially in the educational sector. We wish to advice your Excellency, 

that in order to neatly conclude your good work in the state and polish your achievements, 

you should complete the Return of Schools to their rightful owners within the remaining few 

months you have, unless you did not originally intend to do it. We wish you well.  

We commend some of our Local Government Chairmen for good governance. Hon. Festus 

Ozioko, the chairman of Igbo-Eze South L.G.A. built the Ibagwa-Iheakpu-Awka ï Ovoko 

road with asphalt, renovated the whole Local Government Secretariat into a modern complex, 

renovated Ibagwa-Aka Health Centre and stocked it with modern equipments, constructed a 

health centre at Isiagu, gave electricity to some communities, renovated primary schools with 

modern facilities, dug boreholes in some communities, constructed Public Library/ICT 

building at the council headquarters, etc.  

Hon. Augustine Nnamani, the Chairman of Isi-Uzo L.G.A has done marvelously well. He has 

built many roads in all the communities across the L.G.A. with asphalt- Neke, Mbu, Ikem 

Mgbuji, Eha-Amufu, etc and done many other developmental projects. Hon. Cornel 

Onwubugha of Uzo-Uwani has also done well in the area of roads, renovation of the 

secretariat and other notable transformational projects. Hon. Barr. Amaechi Nwodo of Udenu, 

though new in the office, but is already making notable moves. We commend all of you for 

doing well and implore you to do more. 

While we commend these political leaders, we want to state that this country has enough for 

our development and sustenance, but we still have a lot of problem with our heart and our 

political system. So, we are moved to make the following suggestions. 

POLITICAL REFORM: ANTIDOTE TO OUR NATIONAL MALADY.  
History has shown that no nation of the world grew and enjoyed steady development in 

virtually all spheres of its national life without experiencing good and selfless political 

leadership. This is largely because qualitative growth and development has always been an 

outcome of good governance. Commenting on the experience of the Nigerian nation, the 

renowned novelist, Chinua Achebe of blessed memory, insisted that the root cause of the 

Nigerian predicament should be laid squarely at the foot of bad leadership. ñThe trouble with 

Nigeriaò Achebe argued,  

Is simply and squarely a failure of leadership. There is nothing basically wrong with the 

Nigerian character. There is nothing wrong with the Nigerian land, climate, water, air or 

anything else. The Nigerian problem is the unwillingness or inability of its leaders to rise to 

their responsibility, to the challenge of personal example, which is the hallmark of true 

leadership (Achebe, 1984:1) 

For over five decades of our independence since 1960, Nigerianôs unstable political 

history can be characterized by a fiendish series of military dictatorship interspaced 

with belief interludes of limited democracy and civilian rule. We are just grateful to God 

that for the first time in our national history, we are currently experiencing the longest 

period of democratic government lasting for over thirteen years. Yet the situation of the 

Nigerian nation still looks very bad, although it is not beyond remedy. 

The Nigerian political economy and our methods of politics create a difficult context for 

reformation. Therefore the need for the improvement and amendment of what is wrong, 

corrupt and unsatisfactory in our national history, underscore the emphasis for a political 

reform. 



Many are becoming a politician, because politics has become so lucrative and attractive, 

because leadership in this context has nothing to do with selfless service, honesty, dignity and 

accountability. The ideology behind politics is no more leadership or patriotism but to make a 

fat living and also come to platforms where one can intimately have a share of the ñnational 

cakeò. Money and material driven motivation on many politicians today has brought into 

leadership positions both small and high echelons, some bad leaders who to us are perpetually 

visionless, focusless, greedy and corrupt, living in palatial building with endless streams 

trendily attires and census of posh cars, properties and robust bank account owned all over the 

choice countries of the world. Just last month according to Encomium mag, an Ex-Governor, 

now has the most expensive private jet in Nigeria. The jet which is the latest edition of the 

Gulfstream G650, is said to worth N12billion and it arrived MMI Airport Lagos on Thursday 

September 18th, yet ñAba stinksò, people have argued that Abia state still remains one of the 

worst state infrastructurally and otherwise in the nation. 

The problems still remains:  it is hard to build good roads, railways and maintain it, 

education system still deteriorating, generating and maintaining constant electricity still a 

challenge, it has become hard to build a minimally corrupt police force where they are not 

desperate for N20 and N50, a military that hold the core values of loyalty, duty, respect, 

selfless service, honor, integrity and personal courage, a leadership values also held on the 

above qualities. 

Our bad image as a nation was cultivated and nurtured to maturity over the past decades by 

successive regimes of corrupt politics that empowered corrupt politicians into leadership 

positions. Our image is the by-product of unbridled corruption, deception, falsehood of 

political leaders, avarice, and false democracy as practiced in this country, indiscipline, and a 

consequent loss of moral values by Nigerians as exemplified to them by successive leaders. 

And our young politicians have no role model than some of their corrupt god-fathers in 

politics. It appears as if what we are practicing is not democracy but DEMONcrazy which is a 

flagrant demonstration of demon craziness where one would want to remain in political 

position for a life time, looting and embezzling public funds in an untold degeneracy  

Elections are rigged, violence, public pronouncements of our leaders are the exact opposite of 

what they practice. a Governor of a state i shall leave unnamed was projected as haven rebuilt 

the whole state with several kangaroo videos and false pictures shown abroad while its main 

cities remain an eye-saw, yet he proud around claiming to be the patriotic achiever of our 

time; the law enforcement agents are compromised, the ordinary Nigerian out there have lost 

hope confidence on the judiciary, dishonesty governs the leadership while deception becomes 

the compass. While a few people are swimming in the ocean of affluence, majority of 

Nigerians are wearing an oversized garment decorated with ornament of frustration. The 

universities are churning out graduates in numbers every year without jobs thereby grooming 

them into future armies of revolution or terrorists, a situation we earnestly pray not to happen. 

This has been the story behind politics, politicians, leaders and our dear country Nigeria, for 

decades, how do we come out of this quagmire?   

It is a result of the prolonged failure of the Nigerian state to deliver purposeful good 

governance, Furthermore, the monstrous duo of official corruption and state neglect of the 

masses stands out as the most compelling primary cause of our national maladies like, 

terrorism, political violence, armed robbery, kidnapping, proliferation of fire arms, illegal 

smuggling of contrabarnned goods into our nation, fall in civil service, insurgency, etc, this 

has severely undermined national, social and economic development. 



The contemporary Nigeria has become a theatre of bloodletting, of genocide and insecurity 

over the past few years due to the carnage activity of terrorist groups. These acts of terrorism 

have seriously caused untold hardship to the Nigerian people and the government as these 

cruel and viciously murderous groups unleash havoc on a vulnerable, unprotected, and 

helpless innocent Nigerians, of which we all as a nation have already been placed under a 

situation of a life-threatening national insecurity. 

Corruption is Nigeriaôs prime economic malady. Several billions of Dollars in national coffers 

are not unaccounted for and those guilty were never held responsible or prosecuted. 

Recommendations:  
The Government must address the domestic cause of corruption and political wickedness 

rather than treat it in a sycophantic manner.  

1. The systemic disease condition in our Policies that promotes and empower corruption 

must be arrested. It is the height of impunity that a corrupt leader walks about free, 

unprosecuted and enjoys national cover for dubious crimes and evils he had committed in 

office. They nation must arise to bring to book all such offenders without favoritisms. 

2. Power is concentrated in the hands of decision makers who in reality are not directly 

accountable to the people. That is not democracy, and it must be changed. Accountability 

must be demanded from any government without the ñSacred Cow syndromeò. Leaders 

must be accountable to the people. 

3. A huge reform is urgently needed in our electoral system, since Nigeria has been unable to 

always conduct a credible, free and fair uncontroversial election since our Independence. 

Most political office holders acquire power through disputable and illegitimate means. 

The law and government must come alive to this but since those called the government are 

equally the same group of corrupt folks who got in illegitimately, we now see a perennial 

lack of government transparency in decision making because this will expose their own 

misconducts. 

4. Political parties must practice democracy. There is a gross lack of internal democracy 

within the political parties. Aspirants from within same parties are not given a level 

playing ground but appointments are made within a small inner caucus of cabals for who 

becomes the partyôs flag bearer. A decision which most times is largely determined by 

who made the highest bidding of settlement. With the exchange of few ñGhana must go 

bagsò and the corruption goes on. 

5. A costly political campaign we see these days should become a standard for 

disqualification of any aspirant who goes all out to buy the will of the people with money. 

With a campaign expenses, exceeding normal source of political funding, the elected 

officerôs first project on assumption of office is to loot money from any means possible to 

recuperate their election expenditures, this ñassumption into office embezzlementò is 

achieved by the design of marginally relevant prestige projects and even irrelevant once; 

approval of all kinds of allowances, sitting allowance, standing allowance, furniture 

allowance, all sort of allowances, which in my opinion should be looked into or stopped 

entirely. Some kangaroo projects are engaged which requires expenditure of large amount 

of public capital. Subsequent awarding of the contracts for these projects, becomes the 

avenue where self-interest closed cliques, ethnic-cum-family members, ñold-boysò 



networks are favoured and sponsors of the campaign settled in multiple fold of their 

monetary investment into the ñpolitics businessò . 

6. The Nigerian oil industry has been said to be the den of corruption. Only certain restricted 

inner circle of the government and political money bags know exactly how much oil 

income flows into the national coffers. Not even the legislature could compel the 

executives to exhibit total transparency in the handling of the Nigerian oil resources.   

7. Nigerians and her politicians have developed an unhealthy love for easy wealth and luxury 

goods while at the same time, losing their traditional appetite for hard work. (okoye 

2004:4). Lifting crude oil has been the a major form of political patronage in Nigeria since 

the 1970s oil boom and this must stop. Lets raise our industries to refine our God given 

raw materials. ñit is seen logically that any effort to tackle corruption in politics, among 

big politicians, and Nigeria in general must start with sanitizing the oil industry, because 

of its all pervading knock-on effect on other sectors of national economyò with due 

respect consider this example;   

8. It is corruption that has made politics so attractive and a lucrative business. David Brin, an 

award winning US Scientist and social critic said ñit is said that power corrupts, but 

actually it is truer that power attracts the corruptible. The sane are usually attracted by 

other things than powerò. I have observed that the sometimes it is common place that the 

less fit for an office are the most ambitious, while the best qualified are more modest and 

less ambitious or even less confident in themselves. We must watch out for ambitious 

folks who hunt for their share of the ñnational cakeò in the disguise of leadership. 

9. We must wage war against political methodologies that foster bribery and corruption, god-

fatherism, sacred-cow syndrome, etc. 

10. We must prevent corrupt practices beginning from our immediate local environments, 

homes, integrity in our little place of work. We must create public awareness and educate 

the next generation to have a change of mind set for politics. This should be service and 

not enslaving the masses. Sanctions, prosecutions, and punishment of any corrupt leader 

will serve as a deterrent to the others and especially the younger generation. 

 

11. Laws should be created in line with the suggestions made by political experts. 

12. A monumental corruption that is more dangerous and a serious threat to the future of 

Nigeria is taking place in our Educational system. Besides other factors that has 

contributed to this perennial decay, Transparent admission into Nigerian Universities has 

degenerated into a cash and carry system, devoid of fairness where the highest bidder 

either in cash or in kind. Here again I call on politicians to stop the invasion of our 

universities with the power of their office to become the ñlong legsò that demand for 

admission slots as a condition for the VCs or the school to obtaining any future favor with 

them or the government.  

 

SOLUTIONS TO INSURGENCY IN NIGERIA ð A SPIRITUAL APPROACH  

They are dreaded and feared; Their justice and authority originate with themselves. Their 

horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening. Their horsemen come 

galloping, Their horsemen come from afar; They fly like an eagle swooping down to devour. 

All of them come for violence. Their horde of faces moves forward. Their horde of faces 



moves forward. They collect captives like sand. They mock at kings And rulers are a laughing 

matter to them. They laugh at every fortress And heap up rubble to capture it. Then they will 

sweep through like the wind and pass on. But they will be held guilty, They whose strength is 

their god." (Habakkuk 1:8-11) 

The above verse from the book of Habakkuk aptly describes what Nigeria and virtually the 

whole world is experiencing currently in the hands of dare-devil insurgents. In Nigeria, the 

most gruesome had become a household name-Boko Haram which is responsible for over 

10,000 deaths and destruction of properties worth billions of dollars. The horror is summarily 

indescribable.   

In a recent international publication entitled, ñBoko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria: Its 

Implication and Way Forwards toward Avoidance of Future Insurgencyò the author, Olaide 

Ismail Aro  had this to say: 

ñThe end of 2011 general election in Nigeria results to mass recognition of another set of 

militant popularly called Boko Haram. These set of militant during the cause of prosecuting 

their objective have destroyed properties worth Billions of Naira, killed thousands of innocent 

people and add to religious misconception in Nigeria. It should be noted that the scope of this 

paper were not restricted to Boko Haram matters alone  because the present writer belief that 

certain factors that applied to other groups that had emerged in Nigeria also laid foundation 

for emergence of Boko Haram. As a result of the above fact, militancy instigating factors as 

well as the effect of Boko Haramôs means of prosecuting their objective along with way 

forwards toward avoidance of future insurgency are object of discussion hereò. 

To paint the gloomy picture of the calamities associated with insurgencies in Nigeria 

especially, the Boko Haram, one Emmanuel Oladesu of the Nation Newspaper, 2013: 4 said, 

ñSince the end of the civil war no calamity of enormous proportion has befallen the fledging 

nation state more than the harrow unleashed by the dreadful secï Boko Haram. Many lives 

have been los,t property worth billions of naira have been destroyed. Nobody is insulated 

from the attack. Government officials and buildings, traditional rulers, police and military 

formations and church worshippers are targets. On daily basis, there is panic. The fear of the 

invincible agitators has become the beginning of wisdom.  

BRIEF HISTORY OF INSURGENCY IN NIGERIA 

Different sets of groups had arose in Nigeria with little or real militancy approach in 

prosecuting their different objective among them is Oodua Peopleôs Congress (OPC) within 

Yorubas, Bakassi Boys and movement for Actualisation of Sovereign State of Biafra 

(MASSOB) among Igbos, Niger-Delta Militant as well as Boko Haram that is object of 

discussion here and others without particular identity within Northern part of Nigeria. And in 

my humble view, the activities of Boko Haram pre-dated 2011 general election; because there 

are the generation of people that have been engaging in different political and ethnical crisis 

courtesy of religion in the Northern part of Nigeria. No wonder S. A. Ekanem, J. A. Dada and 

B. J. Ejue (2012:232) stated that Boko Haram have been in existence right from the 1960s but 

only started to draw attention in 2002. It is on record that this particular group have been 

operating under the name Shabaab Muslim Youth Organisation with Mallam Lawal as the 

leader since 1995 but leadership of the group shift to Mallam Mohammed Yusuf when 

Mallam Lawal left Nigeria to continue his education in Saudi Arabia. It is the leadership of 

Mallam Mohammed Yusuf that allegedly opened the group to political influence and 

popularity (Brock Joe). There is no gain in denying the fact that Mallam Mohammed Yusuf is 

the one that officially founded Boko Haram in 2002 in the city of Maiduguri with the aim of 




