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Finding your way

As you get started, it’s helpful to familiarize yourself with some of the tools and

resources you’ll be using for this assignment.

Enrollin your course Eellod x
Create an account on Wikipedia, and then enroll on your s . p——"

course’s page using the link provided by your instructor. A

Take all the online training modules B v womes 1o o N

Once you create an account and enroll on dashboard.
wikiedu.org, you'll have access to the training library.

“Wikipedia Essentials” and “Editing Basics” modules are
usually required at the start of your course. They take

Student Training Modules

This set of modules helps students get started with Wikipedia. This page lists every module, including
specialized modules for particular dlasses. Check your course timeline to see which modules you
should take, and when!

about an hour each. ;E:;s-:"'mmmﬂm
Other, shorter modules may also be assigned as part
of your course timeline. These offer a refresher, or new s A

skills that match the task you'll do that week. You may
be graded on these trainings, so check back often to R I————

keep up to date!

Keep an eye on the Dashboard B oo o
The Timeline feature on dashboard.wikiedu.org will give e

you a sense of what you should be working on in any R o N
given week. Rt R
New training modules and help resources will be made e i i s

available to you throughout the assignment.

Week6 on3-039
ek z

Editing basics InClass Jidens Ua/20: )
« Basics of eciting Weeks o3127- 04102

Weeko 04/03- 04109
and bad artices.

+ Collaborating and engaging with the Wik editing community

Help is available!

Your class will be assigned a Content Expert. They're
paid staff of the Wiki Education Foundation. They're

expert Wikipedians who are there to offer advice and
feedback.

You can request their help through the “Get Help”
button.

Get Help

This button is visible on dashboard.wikiedu.org and your
Wikipedia sandbox. If you're seeking feedback on your
draft, unsure about a message from another Wikipedian,
or have any questions at all, push the button. A Content
Expert will be in touch!
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What’s the plan?

Below, you’ll see a rough outline of what goes into writing a Wikipedia article.
Each task has its own section in this guide. We’ll also show you if there are
training modules to help you with that task.

Writing a Wikipedia article, from start to finish

l Get to know Wikipedia : 2 Choose your topic and find

First, learn about Wikipedia and how writing yoursources
for Wikipedia is different from your typical :
classroom writing assignment. Review some key
policies that guide Wikipedia.

Your instructor might assign an article or ask
you to find a relevant topic to write about.
Make sure you have enough material to cite

ite!
Online Training: Wikipedia Essentials when you write!

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources

3 Draft your article 4 Add images
Once you have a few good sources, start You can add pictures and diagrams to your
drafting your article or contribution. You'll do : article to illustrate it. But where can you find free
this in a “sandbox” on Wikipedia. The online images licensed for use on Wikipedia? Pay close
student training will show you how. : attention to the copyright claims on images.
' If you found it on the internet, it probably can't
Online Training: Editing Basics be Used.

Online Training: Contributing Images and Media Files

5 Spruce up your work § 6 Post your work
Once you've written your article, review your When you have written a few paragraphs, with
formatting to help it look and feel like the rest ; citations, you're ready to go. Post your work to
of Wikipedia. “mainspace,” that is, the Wikipedia article!

B3 Online Training: Sandboxes and Mainspace

7 Get feedback, and improve

When your article is live, you'll want to solicit Other trainings, not listed here, may

feedback from classmates. You may also receive be required for your class. Check your
helpful feedback from other Wikipedians. Engage ! course’s page often to be sure.

with the Wikipedia community to share ideas and
incorporate feedback.

Online Training: Peer Review

I: > You have a variety of online, interactive trainings
available to you at dashboard.wikiedu.org.

We’ve added the titles of the most relevant training
modules to certain pages. You’ll see them on your
course timeline, too.
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o What you may not know about Wikipedia

Writing for Wikipedia differs from writing term papers, essays, and other
assignments. Here are a few differences to keep in mind. If you want to know
more, visit the most relevant training modules, too.

Neutral point of view

You may be used to persuasive styles of
writing. On Wikipedia, you don’t want to
persuade. Articles don’t take sides, but
describe significant viewpoints published
in reliable sources. You want to share facts.
Wikipedia lets people interpret those facts
for themselves.

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources

No original research

Wikipedia isn’t a place to share original
ideas or opinions. Instead, you should
summarize what others have published in
reliable sources about the topic. Skip the
thesis statement! Don’t offer conclusions,
interpretations, or analysis.

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources

Copyright and plagiarism

In your academic papers, you might quote
lengthy passages and cite the source. That’s
not how it works on Wikipedia. Copying
content from copyrighted sources onto
Wikipedia isn’t allowed, even if you cite the
source.

Everything you contribute to Wikipedia
has to be written in your own words. Think
carefully about what you write, and draw
from a variety of sources.

Online Training: Plagiarism and Copyright Violation

Wikipedians have developed these
policies and principles over the years
so we can ensure that Wikipedia is
reliable and trustworthy.

Reliable sources

When people read a Wikipedia article,
they want to see where the information
comes from. That’s why you have to
include citations for anything you write on
Wikipedia.

Good sources have a reputation for fact-
checking. That means books published by
academic presses, peer-reviewed academic
journals, and international newspapers.
You should also be using sources that
represent widely held viewpoints, rather
than authors who write to persuade readers
to a particular point of view.

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources

Conflict of interest

If you have a conflict of interest about a
particular topic, avoid editing articles
about it. Don’t write about your instructors
or workplace, for example.

Online Training: Wikipedia Essentials
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e Choose your topic / Find your sources

Depending on your class, you may be assigned an article to develop, or asked
to choose one yourself. Choosing a topic for your article, and finding sources
that support that topic, is often a cyclical process. You’ll adapt your choice
based on what sources you find, and you’ll find more sources as you refine
your article topic.

Choose your topic

Choose a topic that you find in a
variety of good sources, but isn’t
well represented on Wikipedia. Avoid
overly broad topics. You’ll have

better luck writing about a narrowly
focused (though not oo narrowly
focused) topic than on a broad
overview.

Find good sources

Rather than search online, ask your
librarian to help you find good, reliable
sources. The best sources are recently
published books, textbooks, and peer-
reviewed work in academic journals
from reliable publishers, written by
experts in the field you’re writing about.

As you investigate your topic, you
may find there aren’t enough reliable
sources to write an article. If that’s
the case, start thinking about other
topics you’ve discovered.

You’ll generally want to avoid blog
posts, information with a strong point
of view, and opinion columns.

When you find 3-5 good sources that
address your topic, you’re probably
ready to start writing. If you can’t,
reassess your selected topic.

What makes a source trustworthy?
It’s not about agreeing with it. Think
When you’ve settled on the article critically, and look for sources that:
you want to improve, let your

instructor know by adding it to
dashboard.wikiedu.org. + Don’t present some facts and omit others

+ Fact-check and/or publish corrections

to advance an agenda

* Don’t frame facts with a certain slant

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources

6 Wiki Education Foundation



e Draft your article

Here’s a small but fully developed article to use as a model. For more ideas,
find an article on a topic similar to one you’d like to write, and think about how
it’s structured.

WIKIPEDIA
‘The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia Shop

~ Interaction
Help
About Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes
Contact Wikipedia

» Toolbox
» Printlexport

w Languages
Catala
Deutsch
Espafiol
Euskara
Frangais
Portugués
Simple English
X

Create account Log in

Article Talk Read Edit View history |Search Q_

Hurricane Irene (2005) *

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the Atlantic humicane of 2005. For the 2011 storm, see Huricane Irene
see Tropical Storm Irene (disambiguation).

ther storms of the same name,

Irene was a long-lived Cape Verde-type Atlanti ne during the 2005 Atlantic
hurricane season. The storm formed near Cape V&rde on Augusl 4 and crossed the Atlantic,
tuming northward around Bermuda before i of
Irene persisted for 14 days as a tropical system, the longest duration of any storm of the
2005 season. It was the ninth named storm and fourth hurricane of the record-breaking season.

Hurricane Irene
Category 2 hurricane (SSHS)

Irene proved to be a difficult storm to forecast due to oscillations in strength. After almost
dissipating on August 10, Irene peaked as a Category 2 hurricane on August 16 before being
absorbed by a larger extratropical system late on August 18. Although there were initial fears of a
landfall in the United States due to uncertainty in predicting the storm's track, Hurricane Irene
never approached land and caused no recorded damage. However, swells up to 8 ft (2.4 m) and
strong rip currents resulted in one fatality in Long Beach, New York.

Hurricane Irene on August 15, 3 days before

Contents [hide] dissipating
1 Meteorological history Formed August 4, 2005
2 Impact, records and naming Dissipated August 18, 2005\
3 See also Highest winds  1-minute sustained:
105 mph (165 km/h)
s Lowest pressure 970 mbar (hPa); 28,64 inHg
" Fatalities 1 direct
Damage Nore
Meteorological history [edit] |Areas affected  East Coast of the United States

Partof the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season
A vigorous tropical wave moved off the west coast of

Africa on August 1, initially weakening due to cooler sea surface temperatures. It moved westward
and passed near Cape Verds, where convection started 1o increase. The system became more
and into Tropical Dx Nine on the aft of August 4, 690 miles
(1100 km) southwest of the Cape Verde Islands."] Early on August 5, the depression abruptly
turned to the northwest into an area of higher wind shear, causing some computer models to
predict that the depression would dissipate, while others predicted steady strengthening. The
sudden threat to the storm's existence prom| ional Hurricane Center (NHC) forecaster Dr
Lixion Avila to comment, "How little we know about the genesi: ical cyt:lm\es."[2 Despite
the unfavorable conditions in its vicinity and its poor organization, Tropical i
continued to strengthen, becoming Tropical Storm Irene on August 7.1

Storm path [=)

Because Irene was in an envirenment laden with dry air

and high shear, it soon weakened to a tropical
depression, on August 8.["! On the moming of August 10, as it was passing north of the Lesser
Antilles, Irene nearly dissipated into a remnant low, but forecasters predicted with "very low
confidence" that the storm would survive. ) However, warmer waters and less wind shear allowed
Irene to become gradually more organized while south of Bermuda, and it became a tropical storm
once again early on August 11.11]

Due to uncertainties about how the region's subtropical ridge would interact with Irene, the models
continued te give unclear signals of the sterm's future. Some of the models predicted that Irene
would make |andfall in North Carolina, while others continued to anticipate that Irene would
dissipate. 4 The uncertainty ended when a weakness in the subtropical ridge allowed Irene to turn sharply northward, which caused thestorm
to pass midway between the Outer Banks of Nerth Carolina and Bermuda on August 15. Soen after, upper-level shear weakened greatly, a
Irene rapidly intensified, first to a hurricane, then to its peak strength as a 105 mph (170 km/h) Category 2 hurricane on the aftemoon of
August 18, while located 350 miles (560 km) northeast of Bermuda; at the same time it also attained minimum pressure of 870 mbar.[1)
Though NHC meteorologists thought it was likely that Irene would become a hurricane, they were not expecting an intensification of such a
magnitude. [*

Irene as a tropical storm o

Irene entered a region of increased wind shear and began to weaken, and as a result it was downgraded to a tropical storm early on August
18, when it was 520 miles (B30 km) south of Cape Race, Newfoundland. Tropical Storm Irene finally became extratropical on August 18 after
moving over much cooler waters, and was absorbed by a larger extratropical system later that day. [1] irene lasted for 14 days as a tropical
system, the lengest duration of any storm of the 2005 season. &

Impact, records and naming [edit]

As Hurricane Irene stayed well away from land, no coastal wamings or watches were issued for it.
Despite Irene's long life there were no reports of tropical storm force winds affecting ships. There were no
damage or fatalities as a result of Irene.') However, the hurricane generated strong waves and increased
lhe risk of rip currents along the East Coast of the United States. Many beaches in New Jersey restricted
activities, and i at one beach more than a hundred rescues over a three-
day periad.[T Waves along the coastline of New York reached 4 to 8 ft (1.2 to 2.4 m).[¥ on August 14,
16-year-cld boy drowned after being caught in a rip current near Long Beach, New York on August 44 )
His body was recovered on August 16 after washing ashore. &)

When Tropical Storm Irene formed on August 7, it was the earliest date for the f¢
tropical storm in an Atlantic hurricane season, beating the previous record by a storm in the 1936
season by 13 days. This storm also marked the fifth occasion the nanté "Irene” had been used to name a
tropical cyclone in the Atlantic.!®) Due to the lack of effects from Hurricane Irene, the name was.
not retired by the World Meteorological Organization jas reused in the 2011 Atlantic season.

Satolito s image of Tropical Storm &1
Irene on August 14 off the coast of

the United States See also [edit]

 List of 2005 Atlantic hurricane
« Timeline of the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season
» List of New Jersey huricanes

F3 rropical eyeiones portal
]

References [edit]
1. a@bederdnational Hurricane Center. "Tropical Cyclone Report: 2008,
Hurricane Irene” | 1] (PDF). NOAA. Retrieved April 24, 20086, 6. * % ®National Hurricane Genter; Hurricane Research Division;
2. A National Center. "Discussion for Tropical D Aflantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (April 2012).

Nine, 11:00 a.m. EDT, August 05 2005" 5. NOAA. Retrieved April “Al\anuc hurricane best track (Hurdat)" &. United States Nm\cnal

Lead section

This is a clear summary of
the most important parts of
the article. For a short article,
your lead may only be a few
sentences. It isn't meant to
catch the reader’s attention,
or explain why the topic is
important. Instead, it's a
quick summary of the article
in plain language.

Infobox

Many, but not all, articles
contain an infobox that
describes key elements of the
topic. You can find an article
on a similar topic to yours,
copy the code for the infobox,
and adapt it to your article.

Body of the article

Each big idea can have its
own heading. In the case of
this article, the body covers
the history of the hurricane,
then its impact. A new article
may just have one section.

Images

Freely licensed images can be
added to Wikipedia articles
from Wikimedia Commons.
(See pages 10-11.)

References

After the content comes a
section listing the sources
used in the article. This
should appear automatically.
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e Draft your article, continued

Wikipedia is a unique style of writing

You might be used to writing five-paragraph essays, research papers, or
persuasive arguments. Wikipedia is a different style of writing. Keep to the
facts, and let your writing be clear, formal, and impersonal. You aren’t trying
to convince readers to agree with you. You’ll want to make sure they trust the
information you’re sharing.

Here’s a poorly written Wikipedia article: Here’s why:

This title is too much like an essay. Who

Britannica and the Future of Encyclopedias | ¢ factually talk about the future?

Encyclopeedia Britannica, although a celebrated and historically Has “little relevance” according to whom?

significant encyclopedia, has little relevance in modern society. Don’t make any original arguments.

Instead, most experts agree that the future of the encyclopedia
L . . . Don't use “weasel words” (like “most
genre belongs to Wikipedia and other wiki enc — experts agree” or “some people say”).

created by regular folks like you and me. Ironically, while it was a

great influence on Jimmy Wales and the intrepid n ion Avoid casual language and siang, or any
references to yourself or the reader.

of amateur encyclopedists who created — and conti to create

Don't use “fluff terms” (like “great”,
“extraordinary”, or “intrepid”).

— Wikipedia, Britannica in recent years has come to symboliz
everything wrong about the old ways of creating and distributing

knowledge: top-down control, unacc keepers Don't inject your opinion into the article.
who decide what does and does not merit coverage, copyright

restrictions and high prices that limit access to the wealthy, Don't use overly complex language and

and — in its current online form — intrusive advertising that sentence structure.
undercuts the reliability and usability of its content.

Here’s a better article: Here’s why:

« It’s short and to the point, with

Since the early 1990s, the Britannica has faced new challenges
o . . . . plain language.
from digital information sources. In rapidly changing fields such

. he . « It cites sources for factual claims.
as science, technology, politics, culture, and modern history, One citation per statement s the

the Britannica has struggled to stay up-to-date, a problem first minimum expectation.

analyzed systematically by its former editor Walter Yust. ['] It attributes viewpoints to the
Although the Britannica is now available both in multimedia form people who hold them.

and over the Internet, its preeminence is being challenged by - It states a conclusion, but
other online encyclopedias, such as Wikipedia. [ attributes it to a specific source.

Online Training: Evaluating Articles and Sources
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Writing your lead

When you create a Wikipedia article, the lead is the first section. It’s the most
widely read aspect of your article, and can even be presented by search engines
when you look up your topic! That’s why it’s crucial to get it right.

A good lead summarizes the entire article by briefly covering all important aspects
of the topic. One good strategy for writing a Wikipedia article is to draft a lead
section first, which you can then use as an outline for the rest of the article.

Ultimately, you’ll need to revisit your lead when you finish writing your article.

Adjust it to reflect the finished product.

Writing the first sentence

The first sentence should serve as a definition of the article topic, with the
topic itself — be it a person, place, thing, idea or concept — in bold, and a brief

description that puts it into context.

For example, a biography would look like this, with
the name in bold, and the birthdate after the name in
parenthesis.

An article about a social theory would look like this,
with the idea in bold.

An article about a plant, animal, or other species would
look like this, with the common name in bold and the
scientific name in italics and parenthesis.

Anna Anderson (16 December 1896 —
12 February 1984) was the best known
of several impostors who claimed

to be Grand Duchess Anastasia of
Russia.

Capitalism is an economic system
based on private ownership of the
means of production and their
operation for profit.

Sheep (Ovis aries) are quadrupedal,
ruminant mammals typically kept as
livestock.

How is Wikipedia different from a college essay?

Fact-based, not persuasive writing

Rather than making an argument, think of the article
as a description of the information you can find about
a topic, based on good sources.

Formal tone and simple language

Articles should be written in a formal tone, but with
easy-to-understand language. Wikipedia isn't the place
to show off your extensive vocabularies or mastery

of jargon. People who have never heard of the topic
before will be reading your writing. Keep it clear, and
help them learn!

No large block quotes

You might be used to quoting large passages from other
works, but Wikipedia’s policies ask you to paraphrase
whenever possible. Provide information in your own
words.

Pickier about sources

Wikipedia is very particular about where its information
comes from. You may find that some sources that
would work in a typical college paper won't work here.

Wiki Education Foundation 9



a Adding images to Wikipedia articles

Adding images and illustrations to Wikipedia can be tricky. You can’t
just grab images you find by doing an image search. Instead, you
have to make sure the person who made the image agrees that it’s
OK to share with Wikipedia under a free license, such as a Creative
Commons Attribution Share-Alike license (CC-BY-SA). Even
so-called “free” images on websites usually aren’t acceptable.

You can’t use it, even if...

* You don't see any copyright notice.

* The image is older than the internet.

* The creator has died.

e It's a publicity shot for a movie, book, album, etc.

* You own a copy of a photo (unless you took it yourself).
* You scanned it from a book.

So, where can you find legitimate photos?

It may seem impossible to find an image you can use on Wikipedia.
That’s why Wikimedia Commons, commons.wikimedia.org, is so
important! That’s where you can find freely licensed images already
approved for use on Wikipedia. If you can’t find something there, try
using Creative Commons Search to find freely licensed files:
search.creativecommons.org

@Search |

I want something that | can... ¥ use for commersjal purposes;
¥ modify, adapt, ef build upon.

Be sure to check both options: “I want something that | can...
use for commercial purposes; modify, adapt, or build upon.”

Find content you can share, use and remix

Options to find freely licensed images:

* Within the Wikipedia editing window, click “Insert,” then “Media,” to get access to
all the images on Wikimedia Commons.

* You can look in open-access academic journals, such as those from the Public
Library of Science (PLOS), which have useful scientific and medical illustrations.

* You can find photos on Flickr, but they MUST be shared under a CC-BY-SA license.
From Flickr's search page, you'll want to search for “Commerical use & mods
allowed,” “No known copyright restrictions,” and “U.S. Government works.”

* You can also use public domain images. Those are images with expired copyrights,
and anything created by the U.S. federal government.

If you aren’t sure if an image is OK to use, ask your Content Expert
by using the “Get Help” button. When you upload an image that

doesn’t belong on Wikipedia, it can create a lot of problems for you
and the Wikipedia community.

[&3 Online Training: Contributing Images and Media Files
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What is NOT allowed
on Commons

By default, you can’t upload
someone else’s work. That
includes your own photographs
of someone else’s work, such
as a painting or movie poster.

Never upload:

* Most pictures published
on the internet, especially
image-sharing sites such as
Instagram, Tumblr, Imgur,
Reddit, or so-called “free
image” or “stock photo”
websites

* Logos

* Photos scanned from
textbooks

* Promotional photos

¢ Screenshots of TV shows,
movies, or DVDs

D

What is allowed
on Commons

You may upload works that
you created entirely yourself.
This includes photos,
diagrams, charts, and videos
such as:

* Pictures you take of natural
landscapes, animals, plants,
or everyday objects (i.e., not
art such as a sculpture or
painting).

* Explanatory diagrams you've
made. For example, a Bohr
diagram, a flowchart, or
anatomical illustration.

* People photographed in
public places.



How to add an image to a Wikipedia article

You may not find any images for your Wikipedia article. That’s OK! But if
you’ve made an image, chart or diagram, or found one on Creative Commons
search, here’s how to add it to your article. If the image is already on Wikimedia

Commons, skip to step 4.

Go to commons.wikimedia.org, and click
“Upload file.”
(Be sure you are logged in.)

The upload wizard will give you step-by-
step instructions for uploading your work.

If it’s not your own work, make sure the
image is explicitly described as CC-BY-
SA, CC-BY, or public domain. Name
the creator of the image, and link to the
source.

Add one or more categories describing
the subject of the file.

Wikimedia Commons can group related
files into categories. For example, bonsai
trees are grouped under Category:Bonsai.

To add the image to a Wikipedia article,
go to the section of the article where you
want the image to appear.

Click “Edit” and then click the media
icon ( /™). Search for the name of your
file, and select it.

Save the page. You’re done!

porr
Village pump
Language select
(English %

(select)

Upload file

Ry
LEWEN

Photo: Cabo Espichel, Portugal, 2012-08-18, DD 08 / Poco a poco / CC BY-SA 3.0

Latest files

This site requires you to provide copyright information for this work, t
® This file Is my own work.

1, |Puzzly , the copyright holder of this \

Commons Attribution ShareAlike 3.0 license (legal code).

(Anyone may use, share or remix this work, as long as they credit me and

This file is not my own work.

“Title 2
rrm:enl Maple bonsai no, 52, National Bonsal & Penjing Museum

*Description
|English

-

[Acar buergerianum) bonsai, Japanese Collection 52, on di
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum at the United States |
|Arboretum. According to the tree's display placard, it has
[training since 1895. It was donated by Prince Takamatsu

Add a description in another language

“Date created (?)

poos-10-10 e
Categories 12
[cerbonsa
[Acerbuergerianum

[United States National Bansai & Pen

Add another category

v @
+ = 5[0 enikpedin.org /50

B3 Online Training: Contributing Images and Media Files

Wiki Education Foundation
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e Spruce up your work

Adding links to and from your article

One of the great joys of Wikipedia is the interesting links that lead to other
compelling articles. Creating wikilinks helps others discover your article.

Creating a wikilink

What might your reader want to learn about to deepen their
knowledge of your topic? Once you have a few ideas, go back to your
article. Find the first time these ideas are mentioned in the text

(not in headers or subtitles, which should never be links). That first
in-text mention is the best place to create a wikilink to the article
about that idea.

To link to another Wikipedia article, choose the “edit” option in
the section of your article you want to link from.

B Highlight the word you want to become a wikilink, and press the
link button ( ) in the editor window. Never use this method to
. ) . o . . link to a page that isn't a
A list will pop up, showing Wikipedia’s related articles for the Wikipedia article. You can
highlighted word. Select the article you want to link. create an “External Links”
) ) section at the end of the
B Click the “Save” button, and enter your edit summary. “Created article.
wikilink” is a fine summary. Click “Save page,” and you’re all
done!

Using headings

Use section headings to distinguish important ideas or broad
subtopics. Don’t use them as paragraph headers, or to break up the
article. Think carefully about the structure of your article before you
start writing. As you write about different aspects of a topic, those
aspects will guide sensible choices for your headings.

» Headings should never be questions.

* Don’t number your headings or sections.

* Only capitalize the first word of a heading and any proper nouns.

» Don’t keep naming the subject in your headings. For example,
an article about Barack Obama might use the heading “Childhood,”
not “Barack Obama’s childhood.”

(&3 Online Training: Editing Basics
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@ Post your article

The online training will show you how to find and use your sandbox to draft an
article. Once you have a few well-cited sentences in your sandbox, you can create
a new article, or bring your work over to an existing article to improve it.

Creating a new article

Go to your sandbox (or wherever you’ve
been drafting your article). On the
sandbox page (where your article is), look
to the right. To the left of your search bar
is a tab called “More.” Click it, and then
click “Move.”

Click the box that says User and change
itto (Article). Delete all the text in
this window and carefully type ONLY
your article’s title. Pay attention to
punctuation and spelling, because this
can be hard to change once you move it.

Look at similar topics and choose a title
that matches theirs. Don’t use an essay
format, or title it with a question. The
best title is usually the simplest statement
of what your article is about.

In the Reason box, enter “Ready for
mainspace.”

Review your title one last time, and then
click on the blue “Move page” button.

Now, you can link 1-3 other articles
to your article. Find relevant words in
other articles, and follow the wikilinks
instructions on page 12.

Improving an existing article

Read Edit Editsource View history More v

Move page
New title:

(Article) w  State Shinto

Reason:

[ Ready for mainspace

Move associated talk page

D Watch source page and target page

Move page

If you’re editing an existing article, the sandbox can be a good
place to copy and paste a few sentences or a paragraph to develop.
Make sure you copy the text in edit mode. Copy no more than a

paragraph or a few sentences at a time, then paste them into the
article and save the change. Don’t copy and paste from other text
editors (such as Word, Google Docs, or OpenOffice). That can
introduce weird text errors when you save the edit!

[B3 Online Training: Sandboxes and Mainspace

Never copy and paste your
work over an entire article!
Improve the existing text or
add new text.
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0 Get feedback

Every article has its own Talk page. Wikipedia is a collaboration of
thousands of people, and Talk pages are where they negotiate decisions.
You’ll use Talk pages to make suggestions, post sources, and discuss
changes with other Wikipedians.

& Ephraim Chambers Talk Sandbox Preferences Beta Watchiist Look, a new Notification! 21
Arice | Tak e Eitsoirce | New secton | view syl 77 wisre:+ | (S5 These let you know when someone

mentions your username, thanks you

Talk:Encyclopedia for an edit, or leaves a message on
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia you r User Ta | k page
This is the talk page for pI to the yclopedia article.
This is not a forum for general discussion of the article's subject.
. Put new text under old text. Click here to . Be polite, and welcoming to  Article polici

To hold a discussion with other Wikipedians on a Talk page, you’ll
need to use wikicode, also known as wiki markup. We’ve provided a
guide on the back cover to help you format your text on a Talk page.
Remember to end all of your comments with four tildes (~~~~) to
sign your name.

What if your work is challenged or removed?

You may find that your work is challenged, or removed outright. If
someone has reverted your edit, make sure you read what they said
in their edit summary by checking the View history tab of the article.
Check to see if they left more information on the article’s Talk page.

Your instructor can see everything you add to Wikipedia, even if other
Wikipedians remove it. Don’t worry about your grade, and never ask
anyone to stop improving an article because of your grade. Instead,
discuss the content respectfully, and work to find a solution you both
can live with.

If you ever recieve a message you can’t understand, or if you’re not
comfortable responding to it yourself (for any reason!) contact your
course’s Content Expert. They’ll get in touch with you.

Etiquette

» Be polite. Remember, it’s difficult to read sarcasm and irony in text.

* Assume good faith. Other editors are trying to improve the project.
Try to see their point of view, discuss things on the Talk page when you
disagree, and find a solution.

» Never simply post deleted content back into the article.

« Discuss article content, not editors. Do not make personal attacks.

Online Training: Peer Review
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Final review

Make sure it doesn’t look like an essay, or ask a question.
It should clearly define the subject, with the topic of the article in bold.

The lead shouldn’t be written like an introduction, or argue why the topic is
important to read about. It’s just a condensed summary of what’s in the article
below. Everything in the lead should be mentioned in the article, too.

Check that the article doesn’t contain excessive quotations, or COpy any sources,

even if you’ve given them credit.

Check that you’ve explained acronyms and jargon in simple English the first time
you use them.

Rewrite any persuasive language that aims to sway a reader to a conclusion.
Don’t ask the reader to do something. Let the reader make their own conclusions
based on the facts.

Do a basic grammar and spelling check. Make sure your sentences are complete
sentences. Remove any first-person (“I/we”) or second-person (“you”) writing.

Don’t use too many bullet-pointed lists or too many headings in your article.
Check page 12 for help with headings.

If it isn’t your own image, link to evidence that the copyright is shared under a free
copyright license. Make sure you do this on Wikimedia Commons, not Wikipedia
itself. (If you added it from Wikipedia’s media tool, it’s usually fine.)

Good sources include textbooks or academic journals. Don’t cite blog posts.

Link relevant words to other Wikipedia articles the first time they appear.
Visit other Wikipedia articles and link them to the article you’ve been working on,
too. Stick to words that relate directly to your topic.

Check your User Talk page, and the Talk page of your article. If anyone offered help
or feedback, say thanks!

A week after you’ve created an article, try doing a web search for your topic on a
search engine. You may be surprised to see your own writing!

Wiki Education Foundation
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Wiki markup cheatsheet

These examples cover the formatting needed most often when editing
Wikipedia articles with wiki markup. You’ll need to use wiki markup to carry
on discussions with other Wikipedians on Talk pages.

Description What you type What you get
Italic ''"italic text'' italic text

Bold ' 'bold text''!' bold text

Section headers ==Heading text== Heading text

===Sub-heading text=== Sub-heading text

====Sub-heading text==== Sub-heading text
Link to another [ [Denis Diderot]] Denis Diderot

Wikipedia page
(Internal link)

Internal link with [ [Denis Diderot|Diderot]] Diderot
different text

Link to another [http://loc.gov Library of Congress Library of Congress
website website] website &

Bulleted list * Wikipedia * Wikipedia
* Encyclopédie * Encyclopédie

Numbered list # A - Azymites 1. A - Azymites
# B - Cézimbra 2. B - Cézimbra

Image with [[File:Example.jpg|thumb |Caption
caption text]] Q/\
R G

Caption text &

B

Signature and Username (talk) 19:50,
timestamp (for Talk 11 June 2016 (UTC)
pages)

To make a citation | What you type What you get

Insert a citation Page text. <refs>[http://example.org Page text.[]
Example.org], more text.</ref>

Display citation <references /> 1. A Example.org, & more
footnotes text.




