
Timeline
of Bodleian Libraries Events from 2000

acquisition OF the 
Abinger Papers &
manuscript of Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein

2004

Gladstone Link opens as 
open shelving library 

OCTOBER
2011

Library print 
collections EXCEED 10 

million printed volumes

AUGUST
2011

Oxford University 
Archives JOIN THE 
BODLEIAN LIBRARIES

AUGUST 
2010

Social and Cultural 
Anthropology Library 

joins OULS

AUGUST
2009

Experimental Psychology 
Library integrated into the 
Radcliffe Science Library

SEPTEMBER 
2009

Book Storage Facility 
opens at South Marston, 
Swindon
153 miles of storage capacity

OCTOBER 
2010

Ex Libris Integrated Library 
System implemented

JULY
2011

OULS renamed
Bodleian Libraries

MARCH
2010

Temporary Special 
Collections operations 
created in THE RADCLIFFE 
SCIENCE LIBRARY
11,500 linear metres of material 
moved and re-housed

DECEMBER
2009

Oxford University’s 
museums, libraries and 

archives awarded Queen’s 
Anniversary Prize

NOVEMBER
2009

Hooke Lending Library 
and Geography Library 

integrated into THE 
RADCLIFFE SCIENCE LIBRARY

SEPTEMBER
2007

International 
Development Library 
integrated into THE 
Social Science Library

SEPTEMBER
2005

ELISO PROJECT PROVIDES 
INCREASE IN E-JOURNALS 

SUBSCRIPTIONS

AUGUST
2005

Google Books project 
start of scanning

JUNE
2006

Use of electronic
material exceeds requests for  
print and paper documents 
for the first time

JULY
2005

Social Science Library opens 
along with Social Sciences 

Manor Road Building
Replacing the Politics, International 

Relations and Sociology Library, 
Economics Library and Social Policy 

and Social Work Library

OCTOBER
2004

Planning permission
denied for Depository AT 
OSNEY

NOVEMBER
2007

335,000  DIGITAL BOOKS
FROM GOOGLE 
COLLABORATION MADE 
AVAILABLE THROUGH SOLO

OCTOBER
2012

History Faculty Library 
relocates to THE Radcliffe 

Camera

SEPTEMBER
2012

Philosophy and
Theology Faculty 
Libraries merge 
and move to THE Radcliffe 
Humanities Building

AUGUST
2012

Completion of the 
Inventory Control, Book 
Move and Ingest Projects

Over 8 million items barcoded, 
moved and ingested into the 

Swindon Book Storage Facility

DECEMBER
2011

New Bodleian Library 
HANDED OVER TO 
CONTRACTORS FOR 
renovation

JULY
2011

PLANT SCIENCES AND ZOOLOGY 
LIBRARIES INTEGRATED INTO THE 

RADCLIFFE SCIENCE LIBRARY

SEPTEMBER 
2010

Refugee Studies Library 
integrated into the Social 
Science Library

AUGUST
2009

SOLO online search tool 
launched

OCTOBER
2008

Appeal against denial of 
Planning Permission lost FOR 
OSNEY DEPOSITORY

SEPTEMBER
2008

Old Road Knowledge 
Centre opens

JANUARY
2008

Wellcome Unit for the 
History of Medicine Library 
joins OULS

AUGUST
2007

Launch of Oxford Research 
Archive and requirement to 

deposit digital theses

FEBRUARY
2007

Long term access policy 
for e-journals and purchase 
of periodical backfiles 
and electronic database 
rEsources

2006

Sainsbury Library opens in 
the Saïd Business School

NOVEMBER
2001

Sackler Library opens
Replacing the Ashmolean Museum 
Library, Classics Lending Library, 
the Eastern Art Library and the 
History of Art Library

SEPTEMBER
2001

Vere Harmsworth Library 
for US studies opens in 

THE Rothermere American 
Institute

MAY
2001

OULS created, bringing 
the Bodleian and major 
subject area libraries 
together

FEBRUARY
2000


