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employment rose 2.8 percent from 3,548 to 
3,649.  By October 2011, employment rose to 4049, 
or 14.1 percent from December 2009. 

 The US Energy Information Agency coal production 
estimates as of Dec. 31 show Illinois coal production 
up 3 million tons or 9% over last year.   The final 
revised number won’t be in until all of the 4th quarter 
data from MSHA is collected, but as of now Illinois 
coal production is 36.4 million tons for 2011, the 
highest since 1999. 
 
State of Illinois Coal Programs 
 
DCEO's Office of Coal Development (OCD) is 
dedicated to the development and use of Illinois' 
extensive coal resources as a fuel source for the 21st 
century.  OCD provides technical and financial 
support to Illinois’ coal and energy industries.  
Funding is awarded for basic research and 
development on coal and its utilization, as well as 
commercial-scale demonstration of promising coal 
utilization technologies.  Education and marketing 
programs develop and convey appropriate messages 
about the importance of Illinois coal in the state’s job 
development efforts and in meeting domestic and 
international energy needs. 
 
The Illinois Coal Revival Program, administered by 
OCD, provides significant tax and financing 
incentives and direct support to developers who build 
substantial new coal-fired electric generating stations 
or coal gasification facilities in Illinois.  It includes 
additional incentives for the coal mines that will 
supply these plants and the transmission network that 
will carry the expanded load.  
 
Financial assistance in the form of grants may be 
used for capital facilities consisting of buildings, 
structures, durable equipment and land at the new 
generation facility. The amount of financial 
assistance is determined by the state occupation and 
use taxes, commonly known as sales taxes, to be paid 
on Illinois-mined coal used at the new facility.   
 

The Illinois Coal Research Program, administered 
by OCD and under the technical oversight of the 
Illinois Clean Coal Institute (ICCI), is recognized as a 
national leader among state coal research programs.  
Since its inception in 1985, the Coal Research 
Program has provided grants totaling more than 
$69.9 million in state, federal and private funds to 
more than 15 universities and other research 
institutions.  Laboratory-scale research projects 
initiate and advance technologies in the areas of coal 
combustion systems, coal residuals management, and 
coal preparation.  Each year, about 15 research 
projects receive sub-grants totaling $2 million.   
 
 
The Illinois Coal Development Program, 
administered by the OCD, under the technical 
oversight of the ICCI, has provided nearly $14.6 
million in state funds to advance promising new coal 
research technologies, through the proof-of-concept 
stage, to the commercial demonstration stage.  
Processes include technology maturation, technology 
transfer and related studies.  Priorities for the 
Development Program are established by tracking 
key markets and projecting how technology can take 
advantage of these issues to improve markets for 
Illinois coal.   
 
The Illinois Coal Demonstration Program, 
administered by OCD, exemplifies successful 
cooperation between the private and public sectors to 
put advanced coal technologies into commercial-
scale operation.  Since its inception in 1981, the 
Illinois Coal Demonstration Program has committed 
more than $151.3 million to 34 state-of-the-art 
projects demonstrating advanced coal systems for 
utility and industrial use.  Those funds leveraged 
more than $756.5 million in private and public 
investment.  Funding is provided through the Illinois 
Coal and Energy Development Bond Fund which has 
a total authorization of $185 million.   
 
Potential projects must exhibit commercial readiness, 
economic feasibility, technical innovation and 
environmental acceptability.  Each project provides 
near- and long-term benefits to the state of Illinois, 
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