FUTURE

AMERICA'S

NATIONAL

PARKS

First Annual
Centennial Strategy for

Theodore Roosevelt National
Park

August 2007

CENTENNIAL ﬁ INITIATIVE



Site: THRO Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Theodore Roosevelt National Park, in western North Dakota, is an outstanding area of
nati onal significance, which astounds, delights, and often surprises 475,000 visitors
each year. The park, established in 1947, preserves 70, 447 acres of extraordinary
badl ands scenery, healthy and visible wildlife popul ations, native m xed-grass prairie,
and the | egacy of Theodore Roosevelt. The park consists of three separate units
(North, Elkhorn, and South) and is dedicated to the preservation and public enjoynent
of inportant historic, scenic and natural resources. The central, unifying feature of
the 110 square nmile park is the free-flowing Little Mssouri River, which w nds through
the South and North Units and forns the east boundary of the small El khorn Unit.

The park is significant because the colorful North Dakota badl ands provide a scenic
backdrop to a place that menorializes our 26th President for his enduring contributions
to the conservation of our nation's resources. The park all ows people to enjoy
panorami ¢ vistas and a sense of solitude, inspiration and tinelessness sinmilar to
Theodore Roosevelt’s experience in the Dakota Territory in the 1880s. The area

provi des an opportunity to | earn about an environnent and way of life that hel ped shape
Roosevelt’s attitudes and phil osophy regardi ng conservation

The Little Mssouri River has shaped the land that is hone to prairie plants and

ani mal s i ncludi ng bison, elk, bighorn sheep, and prairie dogs. Small herds of fera
horses and | onghorn steers represent the historic scene as living exhibits. The park
experience is created by the interplay of natural forces including weather, vegetation
wildlife, vistas, snells, color and shape of landforns, air quality, varied |ight, and
seasons. Ongoi ng geol ogi cal activities create spectacul ar exanpl es of badl ands terrain
and provi de opportunities for visual interpretation of erosional processes. The park
contai ns one of the few islands of designated wi |l derness (29,920 acres) in the Northern
Great Plains, and is designated as a Class 1 air quality area providing for clean air,
brilliant clear day and ni ght skies and outstanding exanples of a relatively unpolluted
environnent. The park has one of the largest petrified forests in the US and extensive
pal eont ol ogi cal deposits fromthe Pal eocene epoch

In 2007, the park is celebrating its 60th Anniversary with the thene - 60 years of
Preservation, Tradition, and Inspiration. This is just the beginning. In the next
decade, the park will revitalize its m ssion and purpose to connect with the American
public, the way that Theodore Roosevelt revitalized the nation during his presidency.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Nalerie J. Nayl or, Superintendent




Site: THRO STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Rehabilitate high-priority historic buildings to good condition, and help
comunities to preserve their history through progranms |ike Preserve Anerica.

Ranch in the South Unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Park.

headquarters during the first year's of the park's existence.

condi ti on.

The park will be continuing to rehabilitate the historic Peaceful Valley

The ranch is on

t he National Register of Historic Places and is significant because it was
establ i shed during Roosevelt's tinme in the badlands. It also served as park

The historic

ranch house will have its foundation rehabilitated in |ate 2007 and early
2008, and additional inprovements will follow until the ranch is in good

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: THRO STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

devel op a conservation nmindset early in life.

Thr ough enhanced interpretati on of Theodore Roosevelt and his conservation
| egacy, the park will reconnect with young people and encourage themto

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: THRO ENVI RONVENT

Reduce environmental inpacts of park operations.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

to include nore waste itens generated by park visitors.

Theodore Roosevelt National Park has devel oped an expanded recycling program
at both the North and South Units, using recycling trailers to haul materials
to recycling centers. The programis currently working primarily for waste

generated from park offices and park residences, but is being expanded sl owy

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: THRO ENVI RONVENT

I nspire an environmental conscience in Anericans.

Denonstrate environnental excellence through increased use of alternative
energy and fuels at every park.

of its fleet with hybrid vehicles. This will cut down on fuel costs and fuel
consunption and will set a good exanple in a rural state where alternative
fuel /hybrid vehicles are not as well known as in some other areas.

In the next few years, Theodore Roosevelt National Park plans to replace sone

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: THRO ENVI RONVENT

Engage partners, conmunities, and visitors in shared environnmental stewardship.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Theodore Roosevelt National Park plans to work with the City of Medora, and
per haps the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, to expand the park

recycling programto city visitors. |If this partnership is successful, it
will make a significant difference in the anount of materials that are sent
to a landfill.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: THRO RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease visitation by 25 percent at |esser-known parks through a national
tourismeffort ainmed at hel ping people to discover the breadth of parks and
experi ences.

park has worked with Fahl gren-Mrtine, one of the top 100 publicity firnms in
the country, to develop itens to encourage travel witers to focus on the
North Dakota National Parks. Fahlgren-Mrtine is providing their services
pro-bono. The next effort will focus on a 14 park area in North Dakot a,
Sout h Dakota, Nebraska, and eastern Woning. This publicity effort wll
begin in fall of 2007. Both of these efforts are on-going.

Theodore Roosevelt National Park has a cutting edge tourism pronotion program
whi ch al so highlights the m ssion of the National Parks in North Dakota. The

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

THRO EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their fanmilies to national parks by using exciting
medi a and technol ogy.

I ncrease the nunmber of web hits through the introduction of advanced,
interactive features that attract young people to national parks.

The park will work with Dickinson State University to digitize collections
rel ated to Theodore Roosevelt and nmake them avail abl e through ki osks in park
visitor centers and el sewhere. This project is a portion of a |arger

undert aki ng i nvol vi ng Di cki nson State University and the Library of Congress
as partners. Wen conplete, it will have national significance, as the
project will create a software system docunment portal, and website that wll
i ndex, classify, categorize, interpret, and dissemnm nate the conbi ned
Roosevelt collections. This new way of getting information will be
attractive to young people and students and shoul d encourage young people to
| earn nore about Theodore Roosevelt and his conservation |egacy.

In addition, podcasts developed to interpret the El khorn Ranch Site, should
attract nore young visitors and their families to the El khorn Ranch, Theodore
Roosevelt's honme in Dakota.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



