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5 remarkable women scientists receive the 2006 L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Award 

    The L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Tribute for UNESCO’s 60th anniversary is awarded to Christiane

Nüsslein-Volhard, 1995 Nobel Prize in Medicine

      • 5 L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards For Women in Science have been presented for Africa,

Asia/Pacific, Europe, Latin America and North America. 

    Paris, March 2nd – Today at UNESCO House in Paris, Sir Lindsay Owen-Jones, Chairman and

CEO of L’Oréal, and Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, presented the 2006

L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards For Women in Science to 5 exceptional women:  

      -Pr Habiba BOUHAMED CHAABOUNI (Tunisia), Laureate for Africa, "For her contribution to

the analysis and prevention of hereditary disorders".  Medical Genetics, University of Tunis.

    -Pr Jennifer GRAVES (Australia), Laureate for Asia/Pacific, "For her study on the evolution of

mammalian genomes". Head of Comparative Genomics Research Group and ARC Centre for

Kangaroo Genomics, Australian National University, Canberra.

    -Pr Christine VAN BROECKHOVEN (Belgium), Laureate for Europe, "For her genetic

investigations of Alzheimer’s and other neurodegenerative disorders".  Molecular biology and

genetics, University of Antwerp, Research Director at the Institute Born-Bunge, Scientific Director of

the Department of Molecular Genetics, Interuniversity Institute for Biotechnology, Flanders.

    -Pr Esther OROZCO (Mexico), Laureate for Latin America, "For her discovery of the mechanism

and control of infections by amoebae in the tropics".  Molecular Pathology, Experimental Pathology

Department, Center for Advanced Research (CINVESTAV), National Polytechnic Institute, Mexico

City.

    -Pr Pamela BJORKMAN (USA), Laureate for North America, "For her discovery of how the

immune system recognizes targets".  Biology, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, California Institute

of Technology (CalTech), Pasadena.

      The Laureates were selected by the international Jury for the 2006 L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards

in Life Sciences, 15 eminent scientists presided by Professor Gunter Blobel, Nobel Prize in Medicine,

and in the presence of Professor Christian de Duve, Nobel Prize in Medicine and Founding President

of the L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards.  The Awards recognize five Laureates, one from each of the five

continents: Africa, Latin America, North America, Asia Pacific, and Europe.  Each Laureate receives

$100,000.    
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      • The L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Tribute  for UNESCO’s 60th  anniversary

    UNESCO has just turned 60. To celebrate this event, during ceremonies on the evening of March

2, L’ORÉAL and UNESCO awarded a special tribute to Professor Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard,

1995 Nobel Prize in Medicine, "For her efforts in supporting highly qualified women with children to

facilitate their progress in science".   The Tribute was accompanied by a $100,000 donation to the

Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard Foundation.

    Pr Nüsslein-Volhard created the foundation in 2003 to alleviate the difficulties that women face in

reconciling family life and research.  Through the foundation, she hopes to make a contribution to the

advancement of highly qualified women in leading scientific research institutions.  She is currently the

Director of Genetics at the Max Planck Institute in Tübingen, Germany.  http://www.cnv-stiftung.de/  

        • The three actions of the L’OREAL-UNESCO For Women in Science program

    The L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Award is part of the L’ORÉAL-UNESCO For Women in Science program,

which is built around three actions:

    ¦ Consecrating excellence through the L’ORÉAL-UNESCO Awards, the founding act of the

program.  These prestigious annual distinctions, awarded to five leading women researchers, one

per continent, identify exceptional women as role models for the generations to come.

    ¦ Encouraging talent through the UNESCO-L’ORÉAL International Fellowships.  Granted

annually since 2000 to 15 promising young women scientists, doctorate or post-doctorate, they

encourage international scientific cooperation and the developing of cross-cultural networks.  The

beneficiaries of the 2006 Fellowships were announced on March 1st.

    ¦ Developing diversity through the L’Oréal National Fellowships with the support of the

UNESCO National Commissions, which anchor the “For Women in Science” program in countries

around the world, while respecting their particularities and specific needs. Every year, nearly sixty

fellowships are allocated in some twenty countries.

    Created in 1998, the L’ORÉAL-UNESCO For Women in Science partnership is the fruit of an

exemplary collaboration, illustrating the way that the private sector and an intergovernmental

institution can pursue joint projects to support women of science, encourage the advancement of

knowledge, and enhance development on a global scale.

    For more information on the Laureates, the Tribute for UNESCO’s 60th anniversary, and the

L’ORÉAL-UNESCO partnership, please see: http://www.forwomeninscience.com  

        L’Oréal is a worldwide leader in the cosmetics industry, developing innovative products to meet

the diverse needs of customers in 130 countries worldwide. Nearly 2,900 people work in the Group’s

14 research centers, located in France, Asia and America. Their findings are responsible for the

registration of hundreds of patents annually. Women represent 55% of the research workforce – a

percentage unmatched anywhere else in the industry.  http://www.loreal.com   

    Since its creation in 1945, UNESCO has been dedicated to eliminating all forms of discrimination

and promoting equality between men and women.  While designing scientific education programs

intended especially for young women, UNESCO has created several academic chairs that connect

women of science around the world.  The international report on science, technology and gender that

UNESCO will shortly publish is intended help its 191 Member States develop appropriate policies in
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this area.  http://www.unesco.org/science/women    

    For more information and to set up interviews with Laureates and Fellows, please contact:   

  L’ORÉAL

  Partnerships and Philanthropy Division

  Tel.: + 33 (0)1 47 56  42 55

  Fax. + 33 (0)1 47 56 42 59

  Fwis-infos@dgc.loreal.com

    Corporate Press Office

   Tel. : +33 (0) 47 56 41 95

   Fax : +33 (0) 47 56 40 54

  presse@loreal.com 

    UNESCO 

  Press Office

  Tel. : +33 (0)1 45 68 17 48 

   Fax : +33 (0)1 45 68 56 52 

  www.unesco.org

    Media Relations Agency 

  RUDER FINN

  Frédérique IMPENNATI

  Tel.: +33 (0)1 56 81 15 00

  Fax: +33 (0)1 43 25 06 06

  fimpennati@ruderfinn.fr
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About L'Oréal

L'Oréal has devoted itself to beauty for over 100 years. With its unique international portfolio of 34
diverse and complementary brands, the Group generated sales amounting to 25.8 billion euros in
2016 and employs 89,300 people worldwide. As the world's leading beauty company, L'Oréal is
present across all distribution networks: mass market, department stores, pharmacies and
drugstores, hair salons, travel retail, branded retail and e-commerce.
Research and innovation, and a dedicated research team of 3,870 people, are at the core of
L'Oréal's strategy, working to meet beauty aspirations all over the world. L'Oréal's sustainability
commitment for 2020 “Sharing Beauty With All” sets out ambitious sustainable development
objectives across the Group's value chain. www.loreal.com

“This news release does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy L'Oréal shares. If you

wish to obtain more comprehensive information about L'Oréal, please refer to the public documents registered in

France with the Autorité des Marchés Financiers, also available in English on our Internet site

www.loreal-finance.com.

This news release may contain some forward-looking statements. Although the Company considers that these

statements are based on reasonable hypotheses at the date of publication of this release, they are by their

nature subject to risks and uncertainties which could cause actual results to differ materially from those indicated

or projected in these statements.”

Contacts L'OREAL(switchboard + 33 1.47.56.70.00)

Individual shareholders and
market authorities

Financial analysts and
institutional investors

Journalists

Jean Régis CAROF 

Tel : + 33 (0)1.47.56.83.02

jean-regis.carof@loreal.com

Françoise LAUVIN 

Tel : +33 (0)1.47.56.86.82 

francoise.lauvin@loreal.com

Stéphanie Carson-Parker 

Tel : + 33 (0)1 47 56 76 71 

stephanie.carsonparker@loreal.com

For further information, please contact your bank, stockbroker or financial institution (I.S.I.N. code: FR0000120321), and consult your usual
newspapers or magazines or the Internet site for shareholders and investors, www.loreal-finance.com,the L’Oréal Finance app or call the

toll-free number from France: 0.800.66.66.66.

Anne-Laure RICHARD

Tél : +33 (0)1.47.56. 80.68

annelaure.richard@loreal.com

Polina Huard  

Tél : +33 (0)1 47 56 87 88

polina.huard@loreal.com

Vanessa Wang  

Tel : +33 (0)1 47 56 76 88 

vanessa.wang@loreal.com
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