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K~ ARBHLKRREGFORE =B ERGR o JAKIEH - 75 TR
NHIBEREAFRER - RGULZABERIRETE G K HE ~ 2 BIREURRE - A
BUR B RIEGE R - © 05 2 » MERTTBERMI R BRI 3 » RS 6E
e A b A B S R A R RRE B Bl Bt 2R B N R EES (EBRLE
2010) °

BT AR 2B A L E SRR KR R Fe 0 B F - MEBLERE S
WeB A - S BRI T B PP ARG ~ RO A R ICE AIVE L BRI E R (R
N et 38 Re BEEAS 25 U R RTIATRRGAN AR RO R 5 11 [ L S AHRE = I TEOR
Hiakam | (policy epistemics) 5 » BURTE % it b aAJE v b B 5 P i 1 5k B
O BRAL & SCIE RN EINY LB BAGR - LUbeh Bl ok B (L ] S 1 P E AL THE S 2 P
mn’E (Fischer, 2009) ° WatertonZdWynne (2004) 71 LIBGHIERIE BTS2 51 -
PRHATRHIE LR PP aRat » B S P BRIAR B S T SRR AR R B A

@ NKIFESCES “to be able to assert this right (to live in an environment adequate to his or her
health and well-being) and observe this duty, citizens must have access to information, be entitled
to participate in decision-making and have access to justice in environmental matters......”
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Democratic Practice of Environmental Information
Disclosure - A Lesson from Siaoli River Pollution Disputes

Wen-Ling Tu and Han-Lin Li

Abstract

Government information disclosure and transparency are essential elements in an
environmental decision making process. But its actual implementation poses a
tremendous challenge to today's environmental governance, particularly in light of the
uncertain environmental risks associated with complex technological developments.
Government information disclosure and decision-making transparency have become
an integral part of the current administrative procedure in resolving environmental
management dilemmas. Taiwan has promulgated “Government Information
Transparency Law” in 2005 with the desire to promote democratic participation
and to safeguard the people’s right to information disclosure by facilitating the
distribution and fair use of government information to the public. Although the
disclosure of government information may have achieved its basic goal in the legal
sense, in reality it has garnered little discussion in actual implementation; especially
in the problematic area of the right to production and consumption of environmental
risk related information. This article takes the Siaoli River optoelectronic wastewater
pollution dispute as an example; examines information production and interpretation
between the government, the public, and the manufacturers during the course; and
outlines the dynamic process of Taiwan’s environmental information disclosure as a
topic worthy of further reflection. We also strive to inquire what further institutional
support and resources could strengthen the implementation of environmental
information disclosure under Taiwan’s political climate. Through the analysis of the
relevant documents, meeting minutes, and in depth interviews; this paper explores
information barriers facing the ordinary citizens in the Siaoli River pollution dispute
and pinpoints what institutionalized factors are obstructive to Taiwan’s information
disclosure system in such environmental disputes.

Keywords: information disclosure, environmental information, optoelectronic
wastewater, high-tech pollution, Aarhus Convention, Siaoli River.
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