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Berras Create First Chair at a Regional Campus

Tim M. Berra, zoology professor emeritus at
Ohio State’s Mansfield campus, and his wife, e

] L
Rita M. Berra, have made a gift to the Mansfield ARRIFD

literature and technical writing in the

lished Department of English until 1985, when campus to endow the first-ever chair established
. _ g at one of Ohio State’s regional campuses.
i she was granted Assistant Professor Named the T M and Rita M. Betva Bisiloraed
Michael Emeritusstasis Chair in Evolutionary Biology, in the Department of sl Baine
Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology, the position =55
The Passes have endowed this has been created to continue the visible presence of

evolutionary biology on the Mansfield campus.

“I hope the chair will eventually be filled by a
students who demonstrate both academic scientist of international reputation who conducts field
work abroad and returns to the Mansfield area to teach
our students and explain the research, thereby
enriching the local community,’ Berra said. “I also want
this bequest to honor my wife. She has made my life
systems to recipients. Understanding firsthand the easier for all these years and has provided unselfish
support, freeing me to pursue my research”

Berra has worked at Ohio State’s Mansfield
uigg studies and financial responsibilities, they campus since 1972 and received two Fulbright
Fellowships, published more than 60 scientific papers
and five books, and spent six years doing field work in
Australia. In 1995, he took early retirement to continue
: his research full time. He has served on the Board of
nent of and supporting themselves. With this Governors of the American Society of Ichthyologists
and Herpetologists, as editor-in-chief of The Ohio

scholarship—created to assist architecture

excellence and financial need—based, in

at Ohio State, ~ part, on their own experiences as scholarship

4101993.He  challenges students face when coping with

Oorm=mmp2>=

982 and was said, “We know how difficult it can be for

15 in 1993. students to find a balance between studying

a graduate scholarship, we hope to alleviate a little of the Journal of Science, and as a member of the Board
D.,a degree stress on the recipients, and make life easier of Trustees of the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium.

¥ “Im pleased with the way my career has
t American for future generations of students’ turned out and with what I have accomplished at

a regional campus,’ Berra added.
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