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STATE OF THE FATION MESSAGE OF 

PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

To The Joint Session Of The National Assembly 

25-1-1968 

Mr. President of the Senate, 
Mfr. President of the House, 
Distinguished Senators and Representatives,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Since the day the Constitution was proclaimed, on April 1, 
1967, our country has gone through almost one year in tine, 
and though it had many difficulties and challenges, it also 
gathered many encouraging results. From a Constitution 
proclaimed as a legislative act on principles, we have  
gradually materialized those principles into reality. From  
the temporary executive and legislative organisms, we have 
moved to the constitutional ones, -andtoday marks the first  
formal and direct meeting between the Executive and Legis-
lative powers in a joint session of the National Assembly.  

As Chief of the Executive, duly elected by the People, I
 
sincerely welcome you, Representatives of the Nation's -
Legislative power, and I hope that the relations between 
the Executive and Legislative will be fostered in order to  
better serve our Nation and People's interests.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Due to the pressing situation of the country, the day I  
have been waiting for has come, for the two Houses have  
already finished preparing their status and elected their  
official secretariats as well as the special committees in  
order to operate efficiently.  
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Yor this reason, I come here today to present to you the  
actual situation of our country, our national policy, the  
Government's program of actions and the proposed budget for  
1968.
 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Three years ago, the Communists opened large-scale operations  
throughout and inside our territory, from the provinces of  
the southern I Corps, the central Coastal Zone, the central  
Highlands, to the Southwestern and Southeastern provinces.  
In 1965 alone, there was a time when the enemy wanted to 
divide our country into many isolated Zones so as to surround 
and destroy us.  

However, from mid-1966 to this date, our Armed Forces and 
our Allies have repeatedly defeated the enemy in all battle­
fields. The southern part of the DNZ, as well as the bases  
along the Central Coastal Zone and the famous safe-havens  
in the South-East and South-West were gradually either  
cleaned up or occupied.  

Toward the end of 1967, with the cessation of important but  
costly battles taking place in the past few months from the 
South of the 17th parallelto Dakto, Phuoc Qua, Loc Ninh, 
Bo Due... we have seen that from the big operations in 
preparation for its general offensive war in 1965, the enemy 
was gradually forced to a holding position in 1966, and to 
a defensive'one today. The majority of the units from the 
Division to the Regiment level were wiped-out-of their strong 
base camps, and especially in the last months of 1967, despite 
the fact that the enemy was still able to conduct some large 
battles, they all took place along the frontiers and the DMZ, 
and there was not any important battle'deep inside our 
territory. 

Two years ago, the enemy was thinking of dividing our country 
in order to destroy us, but they were gradually pushed to the -
point from where they could not launch any important offensives 
without relying on bases beyond our frontiers. 
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In the last three months of 1967 alone, enemy's catualties 
were up to 22,500, and around 9,000 weapons of all kinds 
were seized. 

In 1967 especially, the enemr lost around 96,000 soldiers  
(an increase-of 52% over 1966) and 32,785 weapons (an  
increase of 66% over 1965).  

Compared to ours, the enemy's casualties are increasing 
everyday. The ratio of friendly to enemy forces killed in 
1965 vias 1/2, in 1966 it was 1/5, and in the first months 
of 1967 it was 1/6. The ratio for weapons seized has changed 
from 1/3 to 1/1,5,- and to 1/4. There were also 26,157 V.c. 
returnees in 1967, a record number until now. The enemy's 
recruiting capacity in the South has decreased by 50%5 in 
1967, thus forcing them to dxat youngsters 14 to 16 years 
of age, ,to use women to reolace the guerillas,. to try to 
attack jails and release the prisoners in order to strengthen 
the number of their units. 

Their total strength has decreased despite their efforts to  
infiltrate from the North in order to make up for their  
depleted units and their difficulty in recruiting in the 
South. The number of fighting men in their various units  
has also decreased.  

Throughout the past two years, the enemy tried-desperately  
to force a victory at any cost, first aiming at the U.S.
 
Forces, in order to attract the world's attention and stir  
the U.S. public opinion, and last hoping to use the victory  
on the battlefield as a bargain at the negotiation table.  

The enemy also tried but failed to create political unstabi-
lity in the rear, thus preventing us from building alegal  
Government and Democracy. 

Through various Winter-Spring, Fall-Winter campaigns the 
enemy's hopes to end the war by a military victory were -

completely crushed. 

In the plains, the enemy no longer has the ability to launch 
an all-out offensiveagainst the chief towms and district  
towns, thus they are forced to use mortar attacks and  
terrorism. Their tactic was aimed at shaking public's 
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donfidence and discrediting the Government, but on the 
military viewpoint, it demonstrated a weakness rather 
than strength. When the regional forces can no longer 
support the guerillas efficiently, and when the main-core 
units are isolated from the regional forces, then their 
mutual support can no longer exist, consequently, their 
general offensive can no longer be realized.  

Their rear bases in the North being destroyed, their direct  
infiltration network being harassed, and although North  
Vietnam has used many new infiltration routes and safe-
havens, the replacement strength of the North is no longer  
in abundance for production and self-defense purposes as  
well as for infiltration, as was the case in the past. The  
question of feeding an ezpeditionary force having lost the  
support of the regional forces has become an unsolvable 
problem for North Vietnan. 

The North Vietnamese high-ranking officials certainly under­
stood more than anybody else that they cannot achieve a 
total victory, but with their remaining capability they 
still nurture a last hope for victory. 

This year being an election year in our most important 
allied country, namely the United States, the Communists 
take advantage of the occasion and fully utilize all 
propaganda and political maneuvers; they launch a false 
peace offensive along with their military efforts which at 
the present time take place iith vehemence in the area south 
of the DIM and some places of the Highlands. They also 
increase their sabotage, shelling, and terror campoigns in 
the Delta provinces. Furthermore, there is a propaganda 
movement for a coalition government. All the above mentioned 
effoits aig at consolidating the morale of the people, the 
army, the cadres in the North as well as in the South before 
their total collapse.  

With regard to national security, mention should be made of  
many important successes in 1967, namely:  

- control has been regained on 95 of the rice cultivated 
and heavily populated areas in the II Corps; 
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- better security conditions on roads and waterways 
were observed in 1967 as compared to 1966; 

- the length of secure roads increased by 660kml; 

- the length of roads where armed escort was required 
decreased by 500km; 

- by the end of 1967, traffic on National Route No. 1, 
from Saigon to Ben Hai, was reestablished; 

- in addition, 209km of railway were restored, thus 
increasing the total operation network to 519km. 

If North Vietnam stubbornly-avoids a peace talk because 
they had neither a military nor a political victory, then, 
with its rate of increasing defeats it will not be long 
before North Vietnam must decide to end the war gradually. 

But as I have also presented, until North Vietnam has to  
bow totally to decide either to negotiate or stop the war,  
they still are able to increase their military and sabotage  
efforts, at least in the 'course'of this year. Along with  
their military offensives and sabotage actions we should  
expect many more propaganda campaigns and efforts to stir  
up the population in our towns and cities; thus, in this  
respect we should be vigilant, and strongly oppose them.  

The above mentioned facts do not permit us to be too  
optimistic and believe that peace will soon come as a  
miracle. On the contrary, we must know to exploit the 
actual Communists' failures as well as our victories in 
view of shortening the war and establishing peace under the 
most favorable conditions for our side, thus bringing us a 
guaranteed and durable peace upon which we can rebuild and  
develop our nation on a-strong and lasting basis.  

Moreover, it is a common knowledge that we are fighting  
for our self-defense, and the Vietnamese area peace-loving  
people; therefore, we will always welcome peace initiatives; 
provided that peace is a just peace which guarantees our  
Independence, Freedom, and Democracy, and suppresses the  
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sufferings long endured by the Vietnamese of both the 
North and the South, 

Honever,-when we talk about Peace, in other words the end 
of the :war, it is necessary for us to mention that the 
prupose of the present struggle of the Republic of Vietnam 
is simply a self-defense war against the adggression of the 
Communist North. 

Imediately after the signature of the 1954 Geneva 
Agreement, North Vietnam has violated it by leaving behind 
hundreds of arms caches scattered everywhere and numerous 
disguised cadres in the South. 

Later., Communist NVN infiltrated into SVW in ever increasing 
numbers of cadres, weapons and large military units, 
Captured North Vietnamese soldiers as well as captured 
documents have amply proven this aggression, aimed at the 
destruction of SVN and the overthrow by force of-the Govern­
ment of the RVN. 

The ICC, in its Special Rep6rt of June 2,.1962, has clearly  
testified to this aggression.  

The bominig of NVN, as well as the presence of allied troops 
in SVI, which followed by many years the start of Communist 
aggression, are the only measures in response to Communist 
aggression. Therefore, any solution toward peace should  
begin by the cessation of Communist infilbration and aggressive 
activities. To ask us to stop our defensive measures before 
the aggression stops, is to ask us to surrender to the enemy. 
The RVN and the other freedom-loving countries will never 
accept this condition. 

The bombing of'NT is the response to the whole apparatus of 
Communist aggressive activities, including Communist in-
filtration across the borders,.as well as guerilla attacks, 
subversion; sabotage, and terrorism... in SW. Therefore, 
the bombing of NVN can be stopped only after NVN has stopped 
all their aggressive activities mentioned above. 

The cessatiori of infiltration by itself is not sufficient,  
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because infiltration is only a part in the Communist 
system of aggression. 

Besides, it is the part whose cessation is the most difficult 
to control in view of the lengthy borderline across vast 
areas covered by jungles and mountains, especially on the 
frontiers between North and South Vietnam, and between Viet-
nam - Laos - Cambodia. 

We should also try to avoid falling into the stratagem of  
NVN which strives to separate artificially the war in the  
'Northfrom the war in the South. In fact, these are only  
two battle fields of the same war, as illustrated by the two 
following reasons: 

1. The battlefield above the-17th parallel is caused by the . 
NVN aggression iii SVN. 

2. Communist NVN directs and organizes the war of aggression  
against the RVN. To stop the bombing of NVN alone will not  
bring back peace to Vietnam.  

The scheme of NVN is to require our cessation of bombing 
in the North and then to bring pressure on us to negotiate 
with and to recognize the so-called "NLF" leading to a 
"Coalition Government" with the Communists. NVN hopes, b­
that detour, to conquer the RVN by political means, through 
a solution by which the communist elements constitute a fifth 
column inside our administrative machinery and even at the 
high level of our Government itself. This, we can never 
accept. 

If the Communists reduce infiltration alt6gether with other  
aggressive and subversive activities in SVN, the bombing of 
NVN can also be reduced in the same proportion. Since the  

.bombing of NVIN is only a defensive measure, it cannot be  
stopped until the aggression itself has completely stopped.  

The defensive character of the bombing of NVN needs to be  
better understood by public opinion in our country and abroad.  

In the past two years, at each bombing pause, the Communists 
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took advantage of it to increase their infiltration and  
prepare greater assaults against our installations.  

The bombing of NVN constitutes a measure of dissuasion 
for NVN to stop its aggression. If the Communists maintain 
their aggressive ambitions, we shall have to increase our 
pressure in order to bring peace nearer, and shorten the 
sufferings of the entire vietnamese population.  

The Communists are fully aware ofthe effectiveness of our 
response. Therefore, they concentrate all their political 
and propaganda efforts to bring pressure on us to stop our 
most efficient method of defense. They have, to a certain 
extent, succeeded in confusing public opinion on this issue, 
because while the international press focussed their 
attention on, and gave full publicity to the isolated cases 
in which our bombings created casualties among the civilian 
population, they have not sufficiently brought to public 
attention the numerous cases of brutal murders, assassina-
tions, and shellings committed by the VC against women, 
children, the innocent civilian population as well as local 
officials in the districts, villages and hamlets in SYN. 
The question therefore has been often placed in an unbalanced 
perspective, creating emotional reaction in the -rong 
direction. 

In summary, for the RVNh the purpose of our present struggle  
is simply the defense of our national independence, and  
the preservation for our people of the freedom to choose  
their way of life, and their system of Government.  

The RVN has taade many sacrifices in this struggle to defend 
these ideals, and we are longing-for the reestablishmient of 
peace, to put an end to the destruction and sufferings, and 
to be able to devote all our human and natural resources to 
the reconstruction and development of this country. But 
peace should be made tith honour, and in conditions uhich 
can preserve Freedom Independence,aand Democracy, otherr;ise, 
so many soldiers of this nation and allied countries who 
fought to defend these ideals, would have died in vain, and 
stability as well as a durable peace in the world would be 
seriously jeopardized. 
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The position of the RVJ vith rezard to the restoration of 
peace has been solemnly stated at the Manila Summit 
Conference on October 25, 1966. The RVN will maintain 
that position which can be summed up in these following 
six points: 

1. Communist aggression under all its forms should stop; 

2. The territorial integrity of the RVN must be guaranteed; 

3. The reunification of Vietnam should be decided by the 
free choice of the entire population of Vietnam; 

4. The RVN puts into effect the National Reconciliation 
program, to welcome into the National Community-all the 
elements of the population, in the framework of the Consti-
tution adopted by the elected representatives of the Nation; 

5. The RVN will request allied troops to withdraw from 
Vietnam, after the military and subversive units of NVN 
will have stopped their infiltration and aggressive 
activities, and withdrawn from SVN; 

6. The people of Vietnam require effective international 
guarantees for the implementation of the above mentioned  
points.  

We are fighting for self-defense and to preserve freedom.,  
We are anxious for an early restoration of peace but we  
have to be vigilant.  

As I have stated in my inauguration speech of October 31, 
1967, I shall not overlook any opportunity which may bring 
to us peace with honour and freedom, and I have already 
actively explored the avenues which may lead to a fruitful 
negotiation with the North Vietnamese authorities. I 
believe strongly that the war in Vietnam logically should 
be discussed, in the first place, among the leaders of  
both North and South Vietnam.  

Recently, with regard to the reestablishment of peace in  
Vietnam, mention has been made of the convening of an inter-
national conference on the basis of the 1954 Geneva Confer-
ence.  
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On-this.question, when the convening.of an international  
conferende-appears indicated, in my view it can only  
begin after a complete cessation of hostilities;- in other  
words, together with the cessation of bombing in NVN,
 
all aggressive activities of NVN in SVN should be stopped.  

As you remember, during the Korean war, the Communists  
dragged the negotiations for two years, and killed more.  
allied soldiers during the negotiation than before.  

In Vietnam, the Communists can in addition take advantage  
of the negotiations to increase their infiltrations, and
 
strengthen their guerillas bases,. while making pressure
 
to require our cessation of defensive bombing.  

In other respect, cdncerning the composition of a future  
conference on Vietnam, from a logical and realistic stand­
point it seems to me that such a conference should naturally 
include only the Governments of the countries closely 
involved in the war. In this regard, not only is the nature 
of the present war completely different from the war 
previously waged by the French in Indochina,, but the 
countries participating in the two wars are also very 
different. I conceive therefore that the countries'having 
an active role in this war, in particular the countries 
whose sons are fighting in the present conflict, and the 
countries participating in the maintenance of peace and 
security in this area, are qualified to participate in a 
conference on Vietnam. 

Another point which needs to be clarified is the fact that 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements were basically only an Armistice 
Agreement concluded between the French and the Viet Minh 
High Commands, to establish the modalities of ceasefire and 
regrouping of belligerent forces. There were no legal 
clauses with regard to Vietnamese political problems in the 
1954 Geneva Agreements. 

The Vietnamese political problems naturally fall within the 
sovereign jurisdiction of Vietnam, and normally are to be 

by agreements between the leaders of North and South 
Vietnam. 

-solved 
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Furthermore, the question of guarantees for faithful  
implementation of an agreement is also very important. 
As it is well known, the Viet Minh violated the 1954 
Geneva Agreements as soon as these Agreements iiere signed, 
by leaving behind them in SVN, arms caches and cadres, and 
obstructing a large number of our fellow countrymen in the 
North who chose.freedom and wishes .to go South. 

Another example is the violation by the Communists of the 
1962 Geneva Agreements on Laos, according to which the 
Communists were required to withdraw their troops from 
Laos. Instead, the Communist NVN troops, mingled with the 
Pathet-Laos, con tinue to occupy Laotian territoi&y., to use 
it both as a base for infiltration into SVN, and 'a military 
position to threaten, on a permanent basis, the independence 
of Laos. 

Therefore, we should not assume that an international  
conference will necessarily lead to a peace agreement. 
Furthermore, on the basis of past experiences, we should 
not assume that, once we have a peace agreement, we shall  
necessarily have a genuine and durable peace.  

Although we have actively explored all means to end the'war  
through negotiations, but if the Communists are still stubborn 
or try to use tricks to lure us', then we should intensify our 
pressure to force the Communists to end their aggression soon. 
-The Communists VN made no secret of their strategy of-attri­
tion in which-they count on our weariness in this struggle. 
They also rely on the fact that, after a period of time, the 
Chinese Communists will have a better arsenal of nuclear 
weapons and missiles, to provide a more powerful support to 
their expansion in South-East Asia. 

Therefore, we should always keep in mind that, to have  
peace, a genuine and long lasting peace for Vietnam and South 
East Asia, we should make greater efforts and sacrifices in  
order to avoid the danger of slavery for ourselves and also  
for the generations to come.  

In the present struggle, the United States is our principal 
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ally, because the two nations share the same ideals on  
freedom and democracy, as well as common aspirations for  
a world in which frontiers cannot be unilaterally changed 
by the force of arms.  

The American Government has also recognized that if 
communist expansion is not checked on time, security of 
other free natiohs will be sooner or later jeopardized. 

The role of the US in vN today is not different from its 
role in Europe in the two World Wars. Communist NVN with 
the support of communist China, and their aggressive 
strategy for conquest based on infiltration, subversion,  
sabotage, and terrorism, constitute to South-East Asia a 
threat no less seriohs than the one posed to the security 
of Europe by Nazi Germany during World War II. Likewise, 
if the Communists succeed in taking over all of Vietnam, 
and expanding over South-East Asia, the balance of power  
will be seriously disrupted and will gravely affect the  
chance for international security and a durable peace in  
the world.  

Therefore, the RYN is fully justified in requesting the  
assistance and receiving the help of the US and other free-
dom loving countries, in resisting communist aggression.  

In their devious propaganda, the Communists naturally try 
to picture us as lacking independence vis-a-vis the US. 
This propaganda is not without regrettable effects on inter­
national public opinion. 

Conversely, in some friendly countries, aT certain number  
of people, Vithout prior examination has over-dramatized 
the differences, real or imaginary, between the Vietnamese  
and American Governments, and seem to expect all the view­
points and approaches of the Vietnamese Government to be' 
always identical to those of the American Government. These 
expectations are not realistic because they do not conform 
to the actual situation; furthermore,'they are harmful to 
our common cause, because the Communists exploit these 
manifestations to push their propaganda line, in which they 
pretend to be the standard bearers of the "liberation" of 
the South. 
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In our search for a peaceful solution, although the RVN  
has encouraged and requested friendly Governments and even  
neutral Governments, to make parallel efforts with us to  
explore the possibility which may lead to peace with honour, 
the RVN maintains the position that in all'official pro­
posals relating to the future of the VTI people, the Viet­
namese Government should have the principal role, otherwise 
the prestige of our common cause will be harmed, and we 
will give ammunition to communist propaganda. 

In fact, as I have mentioned above, the RVN shares the same 
ideals and the same basic purposes with the friendly 
countries which are fighting side by side with us in V. 
However, in the approaches toward the achievement of these 

purposes, the emphasis to give to each Question may not be-
identical in all circumstances. That is why, in addition 
to the regular diplomatic relations, which are very close 
and naturally very friendly between us and the Allied Govern-
ments, there are Summit Meetings and Meetings at the level  
of Foreign Ministers, so that Allied Governments can exchange 
views, and iron out differences when they exist.  

Concerning the question of peace negotiations, the American  
Government has pledged, and on January 15, 1968, Secretary  
of State Dean Rusk has renewed the pledge, that there could 
be no decisions by the American Government on negotiations  
without prior full consultations with us. and that the US 
upholds the basic principles that the SVN people must 
determine their own future without external interference. 

Besides, the position of President Johnson on peace negoti-
ations as stated in his San Antonio speech last September  
and his State of the Union Message to the US Congress on  
January 17, 1968, seems to me very realistic in requesting  
solid guarantees before the bombing of North Vietnam could 
stop.  

In the common efforts to resist communist aggression, unity 
is indispensable to final success, and we should be careful 
not to fall into the communist stratagem of fostering  
division between us and our Allies.  

Together with.our Allies,, we are devoting all our efforts  
to achieve a durable peace in freedom and justice, and to
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build an international community based on mutual respect, 
and friendly cooperation for common security and prosperity. 

On this occasion, I would like to express again the heart-
felt gratitude of the Republic of Vietnam for the selfless 
assistance of friendly countries at this crucial period of 
history which will determine the future of Vietnam and South 
East Asia. 

To face the treabherous and stubborn attitude of the 
Communists,.naturally we ought to put up 'a continuous fight. 
and also increase our forces so that an early victory can 
be attained. In the meantime, our efforts toward peace will 
be increased. 

Spurred by the successive victories in 1267, the Republic of 
Vietnam Armed Forces, vith a modernization program in 
armaments, in equipments, and in logistics, will increase  
its activities in a two-pronged program: support for the  
pacification program and pursuit of .the enemy through the 
search and destroy operations. 

Regional Forces, Popular Forces, Revolutionary Development 
Cadres and Combat Youth will be reinforced and with their 
efficied'cy improved, they will play an important role in 
holding and controlling the territory gained, and this will 
give our yegular Forces a free hand in sweeping off the 
enemy regulars. Our Armed Forces will then be able to -
replace gradually the Allied Fordes. 

To keep the soldiers' morale high, the Government will 
coordinate the efforts to better the lot of the soldiefs and 
to better the living conditions of the soldiers and their 
families. 12,000 houses will be built for married soldiers, 
andat the same time 1,420 other houses will be built in the 
Army Community villages in Saigon, Dalat, and Danang. 47 
retail stores selling foodstuffs will be created and managed 
by the Army Office of Supply, 20 other Support-Farms will 
also be created to supply fresh foods at low price to the 
Army units, and to distribute them free to the soldiers. 

Besides, the Psy-War activities dealing with the political 
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indoctrination, the Army Social Welfare, the campaigns  
against. the enemy. proselyting efforts will be continued 
and developed. Especially the campaign against corruption  
will receive an impetus stronger than ever.  

The..training. program of soldiers will be changed drastically 
to fit the new needs. The National Defense College will 
be inaugurated very soon. The training program and the plan 
to merge the Popular Forces, the Militia and the RD cadres 
into an unique Military-Civilian Force will be realized. 

Finally, the partial mobilization program will be carried 
out to increase the fighting potential of our forces. 

With regard to this subject, I want to explain clearly that 
the new mobilization policy is aimed mainly at the 
reinforcement and the beefing up of the Armed Forces, but 
the new policy will not affect much all other activities 
in the country, nor will it perturb other factors of our 
National Potential. The new policy will be carried out 
absolutely in a strict and.just manner, so that all our 
young men can contribute to the struggle against the commu­
nist aggression, and thus will help.bringan early peace to the 
country, so that ll can join in the Reconstruction and 
Building of the Nation. 

The salient points in the mobilization policy are: 

- An intelligent and well-coordinated use of the human 
resources to beef up the Armed Forces enabling them to face 
favorably the Communists in the fields. 

- In the rear, our young men, who still are able to go to 
school, will be allowed to continue to study until the day 
of their graduation. Then they will relieve those who had 

fulfilled their military service to allow the letter to go 
back to civilian life. 

The war we are fighting is a special kind of war, with special 
characters. We have to fight and at the same time we have in 
our hand a reconstruction job. Thus, the forces fighting in 
the front should be solid and the forces in the rear should be  

in a state of 'readiness. Besides, the formation of cadres,  
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experts, officials in the administrative, economic and  
social branches should be continued so that, once peace  
is restored, we will have enough talented and efficient  
cadres to rebuild the country.  

Thus, those students who have been successful'in their work  
will be deferred. They will be allowed to continue to 
study until graduation. However, to preparefor a reserve  
force to be committed in an emergency, all students will  
receive their basic preparatory military training while 
they are still in school., 

This basic preparatory military training'is aimed at  
giving the students the necessary military skills similar  
to that of a soldier trained in a regular Army Training  
Center. The, after graduation, the students will be called  
to serve as reservists.  

Besides, to allow those who are beyond the age of 
conscription to particinate in the National Defense  
efforts, a military training program, a refresher military 
course which will be offered to the Civil Servants over 
33 years of age. will be considered. The Civil Servants 
will be responsible for the security of the agencies where 
they work. They will relieve the soldiers assigned there; 
this will allow the latter to be transferred to the units 
fighting in the field. 

REVOLUTIOEAa DEVELOPT 

Due to the continuing efforts by the soldiers and cadres,
the Revolutionary Development program had made significant 
progress. In 1966, and the six first months of 1967; we have 
succeeded in: 

- the building of 787 New Life Hamlets ahd recuperating 
977.774 pebple under our control; 

- the reinforcement of 8k6 Nev Life Hamlets previously set 
up, involving over a million people; 

- the development of 3,235 dlready pacified New Life Hamlets,
involving over 5 millions peo:)le. 
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Thus, the number of the population under the control of 
the Government has increased to almost 10 millions (as a, 
matter of fact, the figure is 9,827,064), including over, 
2 millions living -in the Canital. The total ratio of the 
controlled population is 70%. 

ithin the Revolutionary Development program, about 15 
millions seedlings of all sorts, and 13 million fishing 
devices were distributed to the population and 2,116 'class­
rooias (with 3,322 teachers recruited) were opened in the 
hamlets. 

This year, our efforts will be directed towdrds the 
substantial increase of the controlled area, bytthe build­
ing of New Life Hamlets, Pacification Hamlets, and by the 
reinforcement of the completed New Life Hamlets to prevent 
them from slipping back into the hands of the enemy. At 
the same time, for each province, we will fix a long-range 
program for at least 3 years whose aim is directed at the 
long sought security and the New Life- Development. 

We will train more cadres and recruit many other Military-
-Civilianunits, to serve in the building program of 2,400  
other Hamlets involving another 2 million people.  

The primary education program and the campaign against 
illiteracy in the rural areas will be strengthened with  
provisions for 2,700 classrooms (and 3500 teachers) and  
890 classes to teach oldsters how to write and read.  

The Public Health program in the hamlets will call for the 
creation of 198 maternity wards and the recruitment of 
needed personnel. 

The Government will increase efforts to provide better 
facilities such as the construction of 500km of new roads, 
the repair of 200 other kilometers, the construction of 150 
ferry landings, 42 market-places, the dredging of 120km 
of canals and the construction of 92 dams, dikes, culverts 
and irrigation.channels to reinforcq the hydraulic facili­
ties serving an area covering some 200.000 acres. 
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To implement expeditiously and efficiently the above  
program, a National Congress for Revolutionary Develop-
ment will be convened to set the proper and efficient  
measures for each area.  

OPEN Afli8s  

The Government is concentrating its efforts in the develop-
ment of the National Cause so as to offer those who are 
still with the Communists.a honorably way out. 

The brilliant successes of the Open Arms program depleted  
the enemy forces as well as their morale.  

Curren tly, 75,000 people had left the ranks and file of  
the Communists to return to the Nation Cause. With 47 
Open-Arms Centers in the whole territory and a Central  
Open-Arm Center in Saigon, we still need many other centers  
to receive the returnees whose number grows larger and 
larger. 

64.ooo out of 75,000 returnees were given a chance to go 
back to normal civilian life. More than 1,700 families  
now live in Open-Arm villages. 16 returnees were success-
ful in the popular hamlet and village elections. 3,000
 
others now serve in-the Government agencies, and some have  
been chosen to hold high and 'important offices. 3,000
 
have volunteered to serve in the Armed Propaganda Units.  

In 1967, 47 Armed Propaganda Companies have successfully 
talked 3,000 Communists out of their units and killed 808 
V.C., and captured 98 others and an important number of arms 
and ammunition. 

To dampen the above governmental successes, the Communists  
had, on one hand, found all necessary proselyting measures  
to keep a tight control of their soldiers and cadres, and  
on the other hand, made many efforts to terrorize the Open- 
Arms cadres and the returnees. During the last year, 131
 
Open-Arms cadres and returnees were murdered by the V.C.
 

To face the subversive efforts of the Communists, the Open-
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Arms program, planned for 1967, will be developed.  

22 Armed Propaganda Companies will be formed, and 10 of  
them will be trained and committed in the first few months.  
These companies, along with the available cadres, will  
push the national Open Arms efforts, in trying to rally  
the -V.C. cadres and soldiers to quit their ranks and files.  

With the current development, the number of returnees  
anticipated for 1968 will reach 45,000 (27,000 in 1967).
 
To cope with the-needs, 118 temporary camps will be built  
all over the country.  

With 100 instructors recently trained, the Government will  
start other training sessions and standardize the training  
program and revise the published materials.  

50 returnees villages aie being built and 8 others.will be 
constructed. Self-help projects and cooperatives will be 
approved for the existing. villages. Vocational Training 
Centers will be built and at the same time the Government 
Agencies and the Army increase their efforts in the recruit-
ment and the use of the returnees. Besides, some of them  
are sent to receive training in the Training Centers managed  
by the Ministry of Labor and the Ministry of Education, and  
they will surely find a suitable job which fits their  
capability and desire. 

As a special measure, the Government will orient the  
reconciled POW'S into returnees and will prepare a bill 
which will define the constitutional rights of the returnees. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

In Foreign Affairs, we have to face a.difficult situation, 
but we have pulled all our efforts to cope with the needs 
of the Country. 

Atsthe present time; we have 19 Embassies in 37 countries, 
8 General Consulates, one United Nations observer and one 
Representative at the International Specialized,Organizations 
in Geneva. 
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Within the Ministry, there is a progressive reform 
program leading to a better organization and to an effi­
cient activity. Last year, a Training Center in Foreign 
Affairs was created to train the Ministry s officLals. 
The personnel will be increased. The length of their duty 
tour abroad and the length of their stay at the Ministry 
will be revised so that the Foreign Ministry s officials 
will get to know better the situation in the country and 
abroad.  

Nevertheless, the above efforts could not fill the current  
needs. As a matter of fact, the Ministry now lacks an  
adequate budget and a sufficient number of personnel to  
open other services and enlarge its sphere of activities.  

First of all, is the overseas information. This activity  
includes the effort to make known the National Cause and  
to expose the gggression scheme of the Communists. Then, 
the next effort is aimed at working with the friendly govern­
ments urging them to increase their aid to Vietnam, and 
finally the last effort consists of helping the Vietnamese 
living or travelling abroad. 

To attain the above objectives, the Government will install 
a few other Embassies in South America and Africa and will 
try to reestablish diplomatic-relations with Indonesia. 
The question of cumulative representation of many countries  
by one Ambassador, especially in Africa, will be revised.  
The Government will organize roving diplomatic missions in  
Europe, in America, especially in South America and in  
Africa. The information bulletin about the Government policy  
sent to the Embassies will be upgraded. The personnel will  
be increased to fit the needs of the Ministry. Some 20  
Attaches will be recruited this year.  

We have just reviewed the problems dealing directly with 
the War and the Restoration of Peace. 

But, the problems we have to face these days do not consist  
only of the pure military problems. We still have another  
problem: the-Nation Building.  
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Thus, along with the military efforts, the Nati. 1  
Policy also aims at the building of Democracy an 'e
 
installation of Social Reforms. The above three p-ints are  
what I consider as guidelines.  

The building of Democracy is directed at the creation of  
the organisms prescribed by the Constitution in a record  
time and the creation of a favorable atmosphere for the  
development of political activities.  

The rights and responsibilities of the citizens will be  
carefully explained, propagated, so the population can  
exercise their rights and defend their interests properly.  
At the same time, the administrative reforms will be 
implemented so that the administrabive machine will be a 
smooth operating machine-designed to serve efficiently the 
public. 

Finally, the Government will reserve the rights fully 
deserved and the opportunities for the ethni'c minorities 
to participate in the building of the Nation, in a real 
democratic atmosphere. 

With the creation of the Second Republic and jith the 
regular, solid, and well planned creation of the'various 
institutions set forth by the Constitution, we have already 
taken a first step forward, we have built a solid base fo'r 
the Nation-building. 

The building of a democratic regime in our country is at 
the beginning stage. The framework is completed, but a 
real democratic regime cannot be fulfilled by its bare 
framework. Democracy consists of complicated political 
activities of many facets. 

Thus, the creation of sfuch a regime requires a long period 
of time, possibly a couple of decades; it demands fundamental 
changes in the orgatization, the basic lais-as in the political 
and social customs., 

As stated above, on the long road for the building of 
democracy, we have just completed the framework. The basin 



ins bitutions for the Executive and Legislative branches 
were installed recently. The Legislative branch, the 
Inspectorate, and other Consultative Committees are not 
yet created, but they are all planned for in the Consti­
tution, We need some time to prepare and promulaate the 
basic organizational documents, as well as the organization 
of the afore mentioned organisms. We shall strive to cut 
short the lead time as much as possible, so that the  
activities in the Nation can be regulated.  

The r'elations between the Executive and Legislative branches 
are at an experimental stage. Both branches were created 
recently and the relationship between them was not well 
developed, but through some recent contacts and through this 
Joint Session of the National Assembly, I certainly feel 
that Twe have made a very good start. 

To help building up the Second Republic, we will haie to  
think about revising, redefining and amending the Codes.  

The bask is compl*icated,,and its accomplishment will surely 
be considered as a brilliant record for the Legislative  
term of office. 

With regard to the mass activities, I am glad to recognize 
that the activities of the mass have frell developed, since 
the 1963 Revolution, and reached a high degree in the large  
cibies and especially in Saigon.  

Under the Diem Regime, the political activities were 
prohibited, and nowadays a certain number of them have  
emerged officially and some unofficially. There are numer­
ous organizations, political, social, professional, cultural  
as well as religious, which are now active. 

They used to operate underground, and mou they emerge in  
public. Thus, at the beginning, their activities were either  
very cautious, or very excessive, later, through their experi-
ences and their potential for development, I firmly believe  
that the groups and mass activities will be better and pro-
gressively organized.  
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In 1964, a couple of months after the Revolution, we had 
a new tide of organizations emerging rapidly, with a 
proclamation, program of actions and so forth. They all
 
asked for official recognition and their development and  
activities were not coordinated.  

Their activities simmered down. The inefficient organi­
zations were eliminated, the profiteering organizations  
died out. Those with a solid and sound organization  
recovered and reorganized their ranks and files, revised  
their program and activities accordingly.  

The smooth transition period was very fruitful, and I 
certainly think it is not only good but also necessary. 
Surely after a tumultuous development, there should be a 
calm period for reorganization. Those which are good and 
efficient will emerge; those vhich are not, will be rejected. 

During the past few years, I believe that the political  
groups have enough time to reaffirm their ranks and files;  
they should be able to-'regroup to form larger political  
parties deeply rooted in the population, well organized so 
that they can subsist through the politicial turmoils to 
develop themselves and to contribute efficiently td the  
development of the Country.  

Our Country needs the presence of strong, coherent political  
parties. Our regime is a democracy. Our Constitution 
approves and encourages a two-party system. If both the  
Government and the Opposition are not backed by the afore-
mentioned parties, we cannot build a regime, as stipulited  
by the Constitution.  

Today, the strong political parties needed to back the  
Government and the Opposition ate not available, but I 
believe they will be formed right withifn your ranks, 
distinguished Senators and Representatives, many of you 
under the banner of-some organizations, some groups, have 
been elected. From your unofficial and often secret activi-
ties, to your official and public activities 'in the Assembly,  
as well as other form of oublic activities, you have covered  
a long way. 
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I believe the parties and groups will fulfill their duties  
in this new period of our History. 

In the judiciary field, and independent justice was insti-
tuted with the purpose of modernizing and unifying the law. 
Since 1966, the Law Study Committee has undertaken the study 
of appropriate measures to reform the national laws and  
organize the judiciary organs. In this connection, many  
tribunals were reorganized and established.  

However, we must admit that during the last few years our 
laws were not upheld and respected. In order to overcome 
this difficult situation and to restore the national dis--
cipline, the Ministry of Justide will implement and appropri-
ate program and urgent actions. 

Consequently, the Ministry's activities will be carried out  
to support efficiently the establishment of an upright and  
impartial justice.  

To reach the objective of unifying and modernizing the law, 
the Ministry will give priority to the drafting of the laws 
pertaining to the organization of constitutional institutions, 
the Ministry will concurrently amend the 5 following codes; 
The Civil Code, the Civil Procedures Code, the Penal Code, 
the Criminal Procedures Code, add the Commercial Code. 

The judiciary machinery will at the same time be reorganized 
so as to adapt to the establishment of the Supreme Court. 
The competence of a certain number of tribunals will be 
extended, and a certain number of Justices of P'eace will also 
be established in such a manner that each district can have 
one. 

Lastly and also most importantly, the Ministry will focus  
all efforts on heightening-the people's sense of respect  
of the law, therefore, the mobile courts will gradually be  
brought to the population, from the districts to the villages 
and new-life hamlets, concurrently with the dissemination of 
common laws among the masses. 

A few urgent actions will be accomplished before July 1968. 
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Along with a drafting of the laws concerning the organi­
zation of the constitutional institutions such as the  
Supreme Court, the Council of Magistrates, the Status of  
the Presiding Judges, the Status of the Prosecuting Judges,  
the 3 following Codes will be completed: the Civil Code,  
the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedures Code.  

In the field of administration, the administrative reform  
has often been mentioned because we conceive it as a  
pressing need to put an end to the evil habits in which  
the people are the victims. People often do-not hesitate  
to accuse the administrative machinery of hindering thp  
progress of the Nation,and they regard the civil servants  
as people who fulfill their tasks superficially and who  
specialize in embezzling public funds.  

Such an observation, even if it is partly correct, is only  
a hasty and inadequate one. I believe that the adminis-
trative machinery is, in the final analysis, a tool for  
the Government to use in the implemehtation of its policy.  

The good or bad results thus obtained depend hot only on  
whether the tool is sharp or not, but also on whether the  
man who handles the tool has a concrete policy or not and  
knows how to handle it. 

In saying so I do not mean that we do not need to raise the  
problem of improving the administrative machinery. An  
unskilled worker cannot produce anything even if he has a  
delicate tool. Conversely, a clever worker with an old  
and primitive tool cannot do better.  

The need for an administrative reform requires us to  
possess a sharp tool; however, we inherited an antiquated  
administrative system from the past regimes, and which was 
adversely affected by many political turmoils, social  
instability and economic difficulties.  

I do not think that these turmoils, instability and  
difficulties have caused.the administrative machine-cy to
 
be irremediably useless. In the past years, the adminis­
trative machinery has considerably contributed co the build­
ing of the nation and recently to the setting of the Democratic  
foundation for the era of the second Republic.  
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However, if we objectively analyze the situation, we 
must realii that, -a the central as well as the local 
level, the administiative system is still cumbersome, 
complex and slow, lacks coordination,' and still suffers 
from corrupt practices, injustice and bribery; in short 
it has not met the rdquiremenbs of a nation which wants to 
free itself from the state of under-development. 

In the field of local administration, in other words, at, 
the level closest to the people, a dertain number of 
administrative doctiments whose legal validity is in doubt 
has distorted the concept of separation and deenraliza-
tibn of power of the local administration, snch as what 
concerns the authority and jurisdiction of the.Government 
Delegates, the'role and thle position of the. Province Chiefs 
vis-a-vis the central government as well- as the various 
ministerial agencies in the -oxovinces. 

The delienation of authority between the province chief 
and his Deputy, between the District dhief and his Deputy, 
has not been clarified and unified. 

With regard to personnel, we must frankly admit that we 
lack a rational program to train and utilize the 'cadres, 
a sound personnel rotation plan,-a clear-cut and just reward 
and punishment policy. 

Art. 70 of the Constitution stipulates that a law will 
determine the organization and the operation of the local  
administration. We should not wait until the promulgation 
of this law before we start functioning because the 
circumstances do not permit us to do so. We must conceive 
the administrative reform as a continuous process made up 
of many stages. Moreover, article 1i4 of the Constitution 
concerning the assignment of'the province chiefs during the 
first presidential ternr of the Republic does not allow us 
to prescribed now a permanent administrative formula to be 
applied later. 

Our problem is to-seek a formula to improve the adminis-
trative machinery, which enables us to implement efficiently  
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the policy of the central Govern ment in accordance with 
the main trend of the Constituent Assembly in order to 
prepare for the future. This is clearly mentioned in Art. 
70 of the Constitution which reads: "The principle of 
local separation of power is recognized for legal regional 
entities: villages, provinces, cities, and the Capital." 
Thus, according to the Constitution, the power-decentraliza­
tion tendency prevails over the power-centralization 
tendency, as illustrated by the provision for the election 
of prefects and mayors, and starting from 1971, the election 
of Drovince chiefs.  

People have often criticized Ordinance No. 57-a, dated 
Oct. 24, 1966 fixing the organization of the local admin­
istration as a documnent which is unrealistic and-which 
is inconsistent with the country's requirements. 

I think that what should be criticized is not the Ordinance 
57-a itself, but the incorrect way of implementing it. 
Ordinance 57-a has prescribed andappreciably flexible 
formula for organizing the adinistrative'machinery which, 
not only is consistent with the local power decentrali­
zation principle, but also broadly harmonized with this  
principle. 

Within the temperary framework of- this legal document, the 
reform of the administrative system will be simultaneously 
conducted in two domains: organizatios and personnel. 
Although they seem to be 
in fact closely related. 

different, these two domains are 

With regard to Organization: 

At the Central Level - Central agencies such 
Ministry of Interior, the DirectorhteeGeneral 

as: the 
of Ovil 

Services, the Directorate General df the Budget, the 
National Institute of Administration, and others Should 
coordinate their activities within the scope of a Committee 
for Administrative Improvement. The composition-andC 
jurisdiction of this cpmmittee willibe properly determined 
so that the Committee'is fully obleto 'fulfill its tasks, 
which is to work out plans, carry put Government policies, 
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promote civil servants, etc..., the purpose is therefore  
aimed at avoiding the old path of previous Interministerial 
Committees which were considered as a graveyeard for count--
less fine projects which were never completed. 

- At the Delegates of the Central Government Level 

I advocate a readjustment in the authority of all Delegates  
of the Central Government which are to be considered as  
power-separation agencies of the Central Level. I also  
advocate a revision in the jurisdiction-and competence of  
the Government Delegates so that the inspection and super-
vision program can be more rational and effective.  

- At the Prefecthral, Muicipal and Provincial.Level 

I conceive that this level is the basic support of the local 
administration. The constitutional principle of a local 
separation of power will be enforced especially at this  
level: increasing power and means to the prefects, provinces  
chiefs and mayors, at the same time, the control of Central  
Government upon these levels should parallely be increased.- 

In order to make this level become the real delegate of the  
Central Government, it is needed to determine clearly and  
rationally the relationship between prefects, province chiefs, 
Mayors and the Central Government, as well as other local 
bureaus and offices, the role of the Ministry of Interior vis-
a-vis other Ministries, and the competence of these Minis­
tries toward the local bureaus and offices. Moreover, it  
is necessary to clearly define the authority and responsi-
bilities of prefects, province chiefs, mayors, deputy  
prefects, deputy province chiefs, and deputymayors.  

- At the District Level 

It is necessary to define the powers of the district chiefs,  
and deputy district chiefs, so that they can correctly  
fulfill their role and tasks assigned by the province chiefs  
and exercise their supervision over the cadres at the village  
and hamlet levels.  
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- At the Village Level 

It is necessary to continue the reorganization program of  
the village administration which has already started last 
year. The purpose is aimed at realizing effectively the 
traditional autonomy of the villages. It is also neces­
sary to readjust the administration at the villages 
situated nearby the city in order to satisfy the needs of 
their people and to help them to catch up with the develop-. 
ment 'at the city. 

With regard to Personnel 

- Forming and Training Civil Servants 

There will be a long-term program of.forming and training 
civil servants effectively in quality aswwell as quantity. 
This program will be carried at all levels: central, 
provincial, as well as for all ranks and all branches.  

Training courses and seminars will be opened for civil  
servants to have opportunities to exchange their experiences 
and.to improve their efficiency thus making the adminis-
trative machinery operate smoothly and efficiently.  

- Using the right man at thd right place 

Eliminate the cliquish and biased spirit in the,appointment 
of.chiefs. All appointments and transfers should be based 
upon qualifications and virtues. Eliminete also corruption 
and bribery. 

Exercise a just reward and punishment policy through an 
impartial and effective inspection system in order to create 
a firm belief among civil'servants and enhancing the competi­
tion efforts to serve people. 

- Helping Civil Servants 

In the face of a hike in prices, the Government '411 seek 
all means to he!, civil servants through the follotving ways: 
providing needed goods, selling-houses on the basis of 
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installments, and so forth. In the above mentioned  
administration reformation, a great number of problems  
will be solved in the first six months of 1968.
 

On the Ethnic Development Field  

The democratic spirit has been manifested through the  
promulgation of a separate administrative system for ethnic  
peoples and the establishment of 7 courts applying the  
traditions of the Montagnards and the Decree-law on the 
citizenship and landownership of the ethnic peoples. In 
addition, another program will be realized aiming at 
providing favorableconditions for the Minorities to 
develop in the cultural, social and economic fields. 

Especially, in the first six months of 1968, the establish-
ment of the Ethnic Council will be carried on at the same  
time with the census of ethnic peoples and establishment  
of Ethnic Development Bureau at Phuoc Tay and Chau Doec  
provinces. Meanwhile, the Government will call upon the 
dissident Minorities to return to cooperate with the Govern­
ment, and there will be a proposal Decree related to land 
survey and the training of ethnid compatriots for this work. 

On the cultural and'social aspects, the ethnic language  
texts books of the elementary level will be printed,- along  
with the building of boarding schools and boarding houses.  
To protect and improve the lives of-the ethnic groups in 
their villages, the Ministry of Ethnic Development will 
cooperate with the Ministry of Defense in reorganizing the 
training and use of the military forces, including ethnic 
youths on the Highlands. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

We have just reviewed the problems of ending the war and 
building Democracy. 

They are onlynecesshry, but not sufficient, steps to attain 
the final bbjective, that is a New, Just and Progressive 
Society. . 
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In the task-of reforming the society, the Government will 
try to create equal opportunities for every citizen so that 
he may benefit from the progress of mankind, promote his 
ability and personality and contribute efficiently in the 
general development.'  

But under the present conditions of the society, the 
majority of the people are leading an unstable life, deprived 
of comfort and lacking education; they should be particularly 
assisted-. For this reason, in the social and economic field, 
th main objective of the Government is the welfare policy. 

In the economic field, the Government will mobilize every  
effort to achieve an-economy based on mass capitalism.  
Favorable opportunities must be given to the tiller without  
land, the unskilled worker, the soldier, the junior civil  
servant in order for them to gradually reach a prosperous  
life with sufficient savings to assure their future.  

The realization of this economy of mass capitalism should  
not be viewed as a mere subsidy of the Government but as  
a material aid to help the citizens themselves better their  
lives. To realize mass capitalism is to help the lower class  
of the society acquire property, organize the direct parti-
cipation of the majority of the people in the economic life,  
harmonize the individual right of free enterprise with the 
interest of the community. Nevertheless, to achieve mass  
capitalism, we must first stabilize the prices and develop  
the Nation's economy. In this task, the Government will 
utilize all the resources and potentialities of the-country  
instead of relying totally on the valuable help of friendly  
Nations. The Vietnamese should play a major role in the  
stabilization and development of the Vietnamese economy.  
For this reason, the Government will ask the whole popu-
lation and adequate contribution inthe above effort. And  
at the same time, to avoid any waste, we should fully utilize  
all the Nation's resources so as to have the maximum 
efficiency.  

In the field of Education, the policy of the Republic of  
Vietnam is to realize oractical education for the mass.  
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This educational system does not privilege any class of  
citizens; instead, it aims at the majority of the people.  
In this spirit, the Government will try to create equal  
opportunities for every citizen to have at least a basic  
education. For this reason, the Government will enforce  
compulsory and free education for the children through  
elementary schools, and at the same time, develop the  
popular education to eradicate illiteracy and increase the  
general knowledge of the people. Education for adult  
people should also be considered, in order for them to  
have the opportunity lo further their study and advance in  
their profession.  

Besides, in order to meet the requirements of the country  
on the road of progress, the national education should be  
practical. To achieve this goal, the Government will 
promote community-oriented schools to enable students to 
adapt themselves to the community and to better serve their 
region later. 

Our next objective is to opt for vocational rather than  
academic education. We should view education as a giant  
investment. In this context, the education should meet the  
demands of the society and the Nation's economy. Conse-
quently, in addition to the basic knowledge, our education  
should give the youngsters professional skills right at the  
secondary level so that upon graduation they can fully  
utilize their knowledge to servo the nation more efficiently.  

- In the field of Culture, the policy of the Government 
is to assist activities aiming at the promotion of national 
culture; and the Government will censor films, theater plays 
and novels which violate the national morals and customs. 

In the field of Social Activities, the government's policy 
is to intensify the relief and welfare pregram, especially 
for the refugees, war victims.., to help and develop the 
charity agencies to enable them to operate more efficiently. 
However, our most pressing need is to eradicate our social 
plagues, to build a healthy society and lastly to create a 
social security system as provided by the Constitution. 
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In the field of Health, we need to develop public health,  
particularly public hygien and preventive medicine to  
protect the people's health. Medical treatment should also  
be intensified so that even the remote areas can also  
benefit.  

In the field of Youth, the Government will try to build  
a strong and healthy young generation dedicated to the  
Nation. The physical education and sport programs, the  
youth-serving-nation movements will be strongly promoted, 
and the Government will give basic military training to the 
young people to prepare for their future civic obligations. 

Lastly, with regard to the Labor Class, the policy of the  
Government is to assist them, help them acquire property, 
create equal opportunities for them to advance in their 
prdfession, and establish compulsory insurance to assure 
their safety. 

Besides, the Government must also create mutual under­
standing between the employers and the employees, and try 
to reconcile the interests of both parties in order to 
'avoid regrettable conflicts. 

Within the framework of the policy I have just outlined, 
we must review the economic situation in order to clearly 
draw andappropriate program of action. 

The present economic situation stems from the past years 
continuing events caused by the communist aggression. Our 
resulting military efforts together with the presence of  
large numbers of Allied Forces have tilted the national  
balance of supply and demand.  

The strong measures taken by the Government in the middle of 
1966 have gradually stabilized the economic situation. In  
the past year, the increase of the consumer price index in  
Saigon was 31o, compared with 62% in 1966 and 35% in 1965, 
due mainly to the price increase of locally produced foods 
and the difficulty in transport caused by communist sabotage.  
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The abundant import of commodities during 1967 has been
 
one of the most decisive factors contributing to the price
 
stabilization. This volume of imported goods has permitted
 
-the absorption of a.large -part of the purchasing power, 
consequently, the money supply has decreased to 28% during  
1967, compared with 37 during 1966 and 74i% during 1965. 

The export sector, on the contrary, sharply decreased. 
Export of rice was completely suspended, and simultaneously 
the value of 1967 rubber export has decreased by 50o, 
compared with 1966. In agriculture, the war-has created 
many difficulties in the implementation of the Government's 
programs. In the past three years, more than a million 
people were forced to abandon their lands and seek refuge in 
resettlement centers and new life hamlets. Consequently, 
up to the end of 1967, there was a decrease of 300.000 ha. 
in the rice growing areas. In the period from 1964 to 1966, 
the rie production has decreased by 17%, and Vietnam has 
had to import more than 700,000 metric tons of rice in 1967. 

However, despite the reduction in the size of cultivated  
areas, thanks to relentless efforts of the Government to 
induce the farmers into increasing their production by 
providing them with fertilizers, farm machinery, new seeds, 
... Pthe 1967-68 6rop is estirqated to increase by 3o over 
the 1966-67 crop.  

In order to-provide farmers with operating funds, the 
Agricultural Development Bank has loaned more than 1.5 
billion piasters to 100,000 farmers, up to the end of 1967. 

In the field of land reform, progress was not satisfactory.  
Out of a total of over-1,000,000 hectarusof various lands  
to be distributed-, only 270,000 hectares have actually been  
distributed to the peasants, which is only 23%. Especially  
out of a total over 200,000 hectares of land bought from  
French, only 4,000 have been distributed, that is less than  
2% of the total.
 

Industry and craft have obtained more encouraging results  
than Agriculture. -The volume of manufactured goods has  
increased by 400/ from 1964 to 1967. This is in part due to  
the coniderably growing investments. In 1967, 43 enterprises  
with a total capital of 7, 1 billion piasters were granted  
investment privileges, compared with 24 firms with a total  
investment of 0.9 billion in 1966, an increase of mdre than  
7 times in one year.  
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In the field of Public Works and Communications, the  
was has caused a great number of people to leave the  
countryside and to resettle in the cities, thus creating  
many unsolvable problems such as housing, roads, water,  
electricity and other public facilities. The supply of  
the Capital and the cities encountered many difficulties  
due to the sabotage of the roads. The air transport sector  
therefore had to develop rapidly. 

In the context of the war, the economic development although 
heavily hindered had shown many signs of progress in the 
past years. Economic aid from more than 40 nations of the 
Free World has greatly helped us in building our Nation. 
From 1964 to 1967, total aid was estimated at 1,829 million  
US dollars, of which 1,778 were frbm the United States.  
This valuable aid coupled with the efforts of our people  
have brought to our real gross national product an increase  
of 11% from 1964 to 1966, and possibly an increase of'%  
in 1967. The living standard of the Vietnamese people, in  
general, though not high, is comparable to that of other  
underdeveloped countries in South East-Asia.  

The actual annual per capita income is estimated at  
15,500 piasters (130 US Dollars).  

In a society perturbed by war, the distribution of income  
is indeed not equitable. The majority of the people living  
on agriculture in the countryside, has suffered manr preju-
dices on account of communist sabotage, while a minority  
pertaining to the service producing sector in cities and  
towns enjoyed prosperity. This has brought about a clear-
cut disparity between the affluent life in the city and the  
austere life in the rural areas.  

However, the war cannot last indefinitely. The Government 
not only is actively implementing a program to revive the 
agricultural sector but also is currently setting up long 
range development progtams. In that 'connection, the Post­
war Planning Group created in Febraury of 1967 has 
recommended to the.Government preliminary programs to 
develop the National Economy and to stabilize the Society 
in the postwar years. 

Though the results obttined during last year have been 
encouraging,,the Government foresees a difficult economic 
situation for 1968. 
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According to our preliminary estimates, the inflationary  
gap for 1968 will be about 27 billion piasters, increasing-
by 50%, compared with last year. Thus, after being  
'temporarily curbed, the inflation will continue its growing  
trend this year.  

In brief, the actual economy still faces many problems  
created by the war and the state of underdevelopment, but  
we will be able to overcome them if we understand the  
problem clearly and are determined to accept the required  
discipline to mobilize and fully use all the nation's  
potentialities. Only then, can we hope to stop the infla-
tion which is ruining our nation's financial resources, and  
to soon bring our national economy out of its state of under-
development.  

In order to cope with the economic problems listedabove,  
the Government's program of action in 1968 will be aimed  
at regularizing the supply, controlling the inflation
 
pressure to preserve the people's living standard, and
 
concurrently realize the required investments to set up the
 
foundation for the postwar economic development.
 

In this program, the Ministry of Economy will allow to 
import all kinds of goods without restriction in order to 
meet the demand, increase its control to stop all pro-
fiteering, regularize the trade between the rural areas and 
the cities and update the distribution of the staple products. 
Besides, long-range industrial planning will be carried out 
along with the guidance of the existing investment projects; 
priority io for industries which support the agriculture or 
which utilize the resources.available in the country. 
Priority will be given in the first six months of this year 
for the completion of the following urgent tasks: 

- simplify regulations and procedures of the import 
operations'and profession;  

- complete the census system of staple products in stock 
and regulate to economic information; 

- abolish the unnecessary economic control checkpoints so 
as to speed the flow of-goods;  

- 36 -



- perfect the Cooperatives laws, and reform the manage-
ment of cooperatives; 

- review the operation of the General Supply Office;-

- establishment the investment policy; 

- coordinate the management of governmental and mixed 
companies;  

- complete -the sale to the private sector of the following 
governmental companies stocks, with priority given to their 
'personnel: 

- Vietnam Sugar Company;  
- Vietnam Textile Company (SICOVETA);
 
- Companies seized by the Government.
 

The Ministry of Agriculture will push ahead the food 
production with its program to increase the cultivated oreas 
and the productivity, to provide agricultural inputs, to  
sinplify investment and credit procedures, to assure the 
revenue for the farmers. As for the land ref5rm program, 
the Ministry will continue to distribute all the lands which 
remain to-be distributed, such as expropriated lands, lands 
acquired from the French $wners ,Governmenit owned lands, 
and lands of the Lands Development Centers. 

To begin the above program, priority will be given to the  
realization of the following tasks for the first six months 
of 1968 

- plant 40,000 hectares with "Miracle Rice", a new seed 
which has an average yield 3 times the yield of ordinary 
seeds; 

- import 330,000 metric tons of fertilizers-, and 60,000 
metric tons of corn for animal husbandry; 

- produce 11 million vaccines to prevent and cure animal 
diseases;  

- reform the role of the Agricultural DevelopmentBank to
 
help the tenants increase their -productivity;  
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- undertake immediately the tasks fixed by the 
National Seminar on Land Reform of January 18th, 1968; 
especially distribute all the remaining expropriated lands, 
to write up decreesfor distribution of 30,000 hectares 
of expropriated lands, to distribute the lands being culti-
vated by the refugees, and to distribute 40(5 of the total 
lands. bought from the French. 

In 168, the Ministry of Public Works will implement a 
program tb modernize and repair roads and bridges, to 
reinforce the My Thuan ferry, to reequip the zones which 
lack public facilities, build low-cost-houses, increase the 
water and electricity supply to the people in the cities, 
carry oit the rural electrification program and particu-
larly continue the work on the My-Thuan bridge project. 

The following urgent tasks will be completed by the end  
of July 1968:
 

- modernize 20km. of roads in the Gia Dinh chief town; 

- complete the construction of the Binh Dien bridge, and 
4 other bridges on HR No. 1 near Cam Ranh; 

- increase the power production in the Capital- of Saigon 
and in Chuong Thien, Long Khanh, Phuoc Le, Binh Tuy provinces 
and supply power'to the Bien Hoa industrial zone;  

- install water-plants in Phuoc Le and Truc Giang provinces 
and water supply system in the 4th and 8th precincts of 
Saigon; 

- equip the deep wells at Vung Tau and Bao Loc .to increase, 
the drinkitg viater supply; 

- -repair And maintain the Long Xuyen airport; 

- build a civilian sector. for Pleiku airport and a ware­
house for Tan son Nhut airport. 

The lMinistry of Communication and Transportation will 
,implement the following program for 1968: 

- 38 -



- carry out the training program for all the people to 
use highways and respect the traffic code; 

- increase public transportation facilities; 

- reinforce and modernize the civil avidtion installa-
tion, meteorological centers, reorganize postal delivery 
system, telephone network. 

The emergency program of the Ministry of Communication and  
Transportation for the first six months of 1968 is the  
following: 

- satisfy 100o of the requirements for air transportation, 
with regard to existing flights; 

- inaugurate the flight between Saigon and Ba Xuyen; 

- dstablish 3 additional postal stations, 20km. of 
telephone cable, distribute 7,000 telephone numbers to the  
population.  

In 1968, the Ministry of Finance will increase its efforts 
to fight inflation by fully collecting all the existing 
taxes, increasing the revenues of the administrative agencies, 
and concurrently will encourage the people to cut their 
spendings and increase their saving. 

In the first six months of 1968, the Ministry of Finance 
will carry out the following urgent tasks: 

- amend the laws pertaining to Custons, income tax,,business 
license tax, and registration tax;  

- determine the status of foreign 'PX, clubs and foreign 
contractors operating in Vietnam;  

*- control the real estate tax, income tax, traffic tax,  
and super-rent tax; 

- put an end to the sale of smuggled goods and collect the 
major back taxes;  

- improve accounting and financial management of the public 
and mixed companies; 
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- increase interest rate in order to encourage the 
savings deposited at the various banks and treasury branches; 

- establish the procedure for selling to private interests 
the stocks of the public and mixed companies.  

In the area of Culture and Education, the activities have 
not yet attained the desirable standard. The shortage of 
teachers of schools and equipment still creates diffi­
culties, meanwhile the number of students increases 
constantly every year. 

In higher education, every university teacher has to look 
after two hundred students, compared to ten o± twenty 
students in the other modern countries. 

The governmental high schools can accommodate 145,000 
students, a very small number among the pres'ent estimated  
two million elementary school boys and girls. 

-At the elementary level, Only the supply of 30,000 more 
classrooms and 35,000 mole teachers can fulfill the demand 
of nearly 3 million school age-children. 

While the nation needs a *feat number of technicians, the 
technical and vocational school only occupies a very-modest 
position. 

Another great weakness roots from the lack of organization 
and guidance in school children.and students' activities. 

In order to improve the above situation, the Ministry of 
Education in 1968 will concentrate its efforts in develop­
ing and building more schools, in training urgently more 
teachers in order to fulfill the requirement of the 1968-1969 
school year. The 1968 program of the Ministry of Education 
also consists in transferring a great number of universities 
out of the Capital, in building andexperimental farm for the 
agricultural educational branch, in creating 4 new technical 
schools to increase the present technical students from 
11,000 to 15,000. Other teacher's schools as well as 
secondary and elementary schools and class-rooms will be
 
built and completed.  
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As for the activities from now until the end of July 
1968, the urgent following tasks will be carried out: 

- A large site in Thu Due will be purchased for the 
Construction of new buildings for the University of Saigon. 

- Major repairs and up-graded maintenance will be effected 
in the University of Hue.  

- New buildings will be completed at the University of 
Can Tho. 

- An-experimental farm .forthe agricultural educational 
branch will be built at the Thu Due Campus. 

- The noon-classes in the congested districts of the 
Capital such as Ban Co, Phan dinh Phung, Tran hung Dao, 
will be auppressed. 

- 219 classrooms for the refugee children as well as a 
great number of classrooms no)w in different New Life Hamlets 
will be completed. 

- A special training course for 500 junior high school-teachers 
will be organized.  

In the field of Youth, besides the school children and young  
students, the reminder is not without importance. These  
youngsters lead a very individual life, having no guidance,  
no constructive activities. That is the reason why-the  
Directorate of Youth is greatly concerned about channelling  
the energies of young people into constructive nation build-
ing activities and instituting a program of developing  
competitive athletic leagues in order to turn out a young,  
strong, disciplined, and responsible generation. In addition,  
the Directorate of Youth will also train a great number of  
instructors in Physical Education and athletic competitions  
in order to support and coordinate the efforts of the School  
and Zouth Activities office.  

Especially from now until the end of July the Directorate  
of Youth ;Will carry out the following tasks:
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- building an international swimming pool in the capital. 

- establishing a Youth Guidance Activities Center at 
Saigon and Hue. 

- establishing a camping center at Vung Tau, Dalat, Hue. 

- developing youth clubs throughout 14 provinces. 

- building gymnasiums at 4 secondary schools in the Capital. 

In the field of Social Welfare, the most important problem/is 
that of Refugees. By the end of 1967, the number of the 
refugees exceeds 2 million. Out of this number, more than 
1 million have been resettled, 800,000 are temporarily 
sheltered.  

Besides the refugees, there are also the war victais and the  
victims of natural disasters who need the help of the  
Government . 

In order to solve these problems, the Ministry of Refugees 
and Social Welfare -ill institute the following program for 
1960:  

As for the Refugee program, the Governdent will provide aid 
for the resettlement of 30,000 families who are now tempo-
rarily sheltered, will create new refugee hamlets and­
continue to develop thd actual refugees' hamlets, will push 
on the-special programs at the refugees' centers such vs 
propaganda, information and recreation program, health add 
education program. 

As for the socicl assistance, the Government 'will improve 
its assistance program for the war victims and the victims 
of natural disasters for the poor, the old and the disabled 
persons, will create and subsidize social agencies such as  
orphanages, kindergarten, homes for the aged, loir-cost 
restaurants.  

To improve the living standard and to eradicate the social  
plagues, the Government will start a caupaign for community 
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health, will establish a community development program, 
build new low-cost housing for'the poor people in those 
provinces aosb affected by the destruction of war. The 
governmhltt-il-also plan the building of low renting-rate 
apartments for the poor people working in the Capital.c 
Besides, the Ministry of Social Welfare will also strive 
to suppress the social plagues such as mendicity, juvenile 
delinquency, prostitution, particularly in the Capital. 
Especially from now until the end of July, the urgent 
following tasks will be carried out: 

- 100 refugees' centers will be'built. 

- Public utilities will be provided for 350 existing 
centers andlOO new centers. 

In the area of Health, in spite of the Government's efforts,  
the rati5 is not yet 2 beds for every thousand inhabitants.  
The total number of doctors is 250, which means one doctor 
for 64,000 inhabitants. While there are still very few 
health technicians and the national demand is increasing 
constantly, the supply of trained ,personnel is slow and 
very insufficient.  

The medical supply is barely sufficient, thanks to the 
generous aid of our allied countries, but our means of 
evacuation of the wounded war victims are not adequate, 
The general level of Public Health is not very optimistic 
because of the lack of technicians in this area, lack of 
security in the rural regions and also because of the rather 
new aspects of this branch. 

In order to cope with the above situation, the government  
plan for 1968 is:  

- Hospital improvement program by repairing and providing 
more construction commodities and facilities in the too  
small and too old hospitals, by building a new medical  
training center with 600 beds at the site of the former 
Nguyen van Hoc Hospital, by completing the construction of  
a 500-bed-hospital at Danang.  
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- ExpansioA of preventive medicine byestabtslihng an 
National Institute for Public Health, by concentrating 
special efforts on different projectsfor controlling 
communicable diseases. 

As for the rural medicine, the Hinistry will practice 
the "oil spread" policy by increasing "mobile health teams" 
first in the secure regions, then in the less secure 

ones, then right in the embattled areas. 

These teams will also be backed by new waves of district 
trainees, by the improved system of medical supply, by 
the construction of new commodities at different districts 
and hamlets. 

From the various projects of the 1968 program, the follow­
ing tasks will be carried out and fulfilled in six months; 

- Construction and putting in operetion 4 "TB." (Tubercu­
losis) hospitals at Saigon and hanh Hoi. 

- Reorganization of 22 hospitals in the Capital and. 
provinces. 

- Expansion of the immunization campaigns against the 
communicable and infectious diseases. 

- Establishing the National Institute for Public Health. 

The war veterans, including the discharged soldiers, the 
war invalids, their dependents such as wives, children, 
parents, consbitute a real problem to the Government. 
Most of them are not well-to-do or highly educated and have 
no special profession to earn their own living. From 1961 
until now the number of dead soldiers exceeds 60,000. As 
a result, 25,000 widows and more than 100,000 orphans are 
in need.  

In addition, more than 30,000 soldiers have been discharged,  
among them 18,000 are receiving disabled's allowance, 
10,000 are receiving retirement pension or discharge pay 
from 1964 to 1967.  



Although the Government has'from 1964 to 1967 thrice  
.increased-the retirement pension and compensation benefits,  
the amount of the allowance cannot keep up with the present 
cost of living.  

In order to improve the ab ove situation, the Ministry 
will focus its attention on: 

- promptly providing retirement pension and compensation 
benefits. 

- educating the orphans of our dead soldiers. 

- expanding the vocational training and rehabilitation 
program. 

- establishing two orthopedic centers in Danang, Qui Nhon, 
renovating the Cantho center, and creatin5 a Physical  
Rehabilitation Center, a Blind Rehabilitation Center -in 
Saigon. 

Besides, the Ministry for Veterans Affairs will plan to  
build the Wards of the Nation School at Danang, to expand  
the Vocetional Training Progran'at the Wards of the Nation  
School in Saigon, to create more classrooms at different  
schools in Hue, Can Tho and Da Nang. In the goal of  
vocational training for war veterans, the Ministry will  
renovate the Vocational Training Center at Cat Lai trith 500
 
trainees in each session. The Ministry will at the same time  
improve the job placement service and coordinate with our  
allied organizations in order to establish other Vocational  
Training classes outside the above mentioned centers.  

Espdecially in the first six months, the following tasks  
will be carried out: 

- Study the various measures aiming at increasing-the 
amount of retirement pension and compensation benefits in  
accordance with the present cost of living, and thus raising  
the living standard of the war veterans.  

- Begin to pay the retirement pension to the Regional Forces 
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and other compensation benefits to the Popular Forces  
and the Revolutionary Development Cadres.  

- Expand the vocational training classes for the 
discharged veterans.  

- Improve their production agencies and establish an 
Institute for the Wards of the Nation. 

The last important problem is Labor. The rapid expansion 
of the labor unions'has caused some draw backs in their  
organization and-management. Since there.is not yet a  
sincere cooperation between the employers and employees, 
the labor conflicts are not always easily settled in the  
spirit of the respect of Law.  

The.war not only causes the lack of skilled labor but it  
also brings about an increased number of foreign workers.  
To cope with this situation, the Government program will -
Aim at training more labor union cadres, at training the 
workers in their profession to improve their skill, at  
increasing the control of factories on matters of hygiene,  
health, work safety, and at completing and making public  
the labor laws.  

Especially during the first 6 months of 1968, the following 
urgent tasks will be pdrformed: 

- follow up the establishment of a health record program 
and the physical examination before recruitment and  
periodically thereafter for every worker. 

- study the creation of Health and Work Safety Committees 
in the factories employing 50 or more workers. 

- complete the election of over 3,000 workers' delegates,  
organize seminars and training.courses on industrial  
management relations, assisting employers and employees, help  
the employers and employees write up industrial contracts. 

- create 2 more placement offices in Da Nang and Men Hoa 
and some mobile placement services, organize 14 vocational 
training courses in Saigon and in 10 other provinces, 
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setting up an office of foreign iworkers aimed at  
controlling and limiting the ntmber of foreign workers 
in order to protect the interest of the Vietnamese wrorkers. 

Ladies-and Gentlemen, 

I have just presented to you the actual situation in Viet­
nara, the national policy and the program of action for 
1958 as well as the urgent tasks in the first half of the 
year. 

I:shall now explain the nronosed budget for fiscal year 
1960* reouired for the implementation of the above mentioned 
programs. 

The preparation of this budget was urged by two contradicto-
ry considerations:  

The-first one is the pressure of the war. The ever increasing 
erpenditures for Defense and Pacification have seriously 
perburbed the economy of the country. On one hand, the 
Government must intensify its :er efforts and efforts to 
preserve the national security, on the other, it must draft 
mannower and resources from other areas to support the above 
efforts and concurrently to fight the inflationary pressures 
caused by the war. The 1968 budget has been prepared in 
accordance with the afti-inflation program begun since the 
devaluation of the piaster on June 18, 1966. 

The senond consideration is the need for economic develop­
ment. We cannot just focus on the present with its fierce 
war raging on, and not have in mind the reconstruction and  
developmenb of the Nation once peace is restored.  

* The GVT fiscal year begins 1 January and ends December 31. 
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Considering the above, I shall successively point out the  
highlights of the estimated expenditures and revenues of  
the proposed budget.  

The total estimated expenditures for 1968 is 95 billion 
piasters. Compared with 83 billions in 1967, there is an 
increase of 12 billions. The rate of increase of the  
estimated 1968 expenditures is 10o, compated to 51% in 1967. 

To point out the relative importance of our Nation's  
programs at the present time, the expenditures can be  
classified as follows:  

- Expenditures related to the war, such as Defense, Se-
curity... 

- Expenditures reserved for Cultural, Economic and Social 
programis.  

- Expenditures for the various reconstruction and 
development programns. 

The expenditures related to the tar increase by 14 billions 
or 28%. 

These allocations take up 66 of the total estimated 
expenditures of the 1968 budget, compared with 58% in 1967. 
This increase aims at strengthening the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Vietnam with an additional 63,000 soldiers 
and about 3,000 civilian employees. Besides, all training, 
logistics, psychological warfare programs will be strongly 
carried out to create favorable conditions for the efforts 
to peserve national security and restore Peace. 

The 1968 estimated Cultural, Economic and Social Expendi-
tures increase by 3.8 billions or 26% They take up 20fo 
of the total expenditures of the 1968 budget, compared with 
18G in 1967. 

In this domain, we have first to consider the Cultural and 
Education, and the Health branches. Our main objective is 
to develop agencies, train more technicians and cadres of 
all levels to broaden our activities in the cities as well 
as in the rural areas, especially those concerning technical 
education, ponular education, and rural health. 
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Next, are the economic and financial programs. Their  
importance does not reflect in the funds allocated to  
the concerned ministries but in the investment or develop-
ment projects undertaken with private capital, and under  
the guidance of these Ministries.  

The credits allocated to the various Reconstruction and 
Development ptograms increase by 2 billions, or 251%, as 
compared with the 1967 figures. 

The expenditures take up 100o of the total estimated 
expenditures in 1968, as was the case in 1967. 

The allocations for this year's Revolutionary Development 
program increase By 76% over 1967. The main objectives 
of this program are to continue to gather the people and 
build hamlets. 800 additional New Life Hamlets and 1,600 
pacified Hamlets will be completed in 1968. 

The continuing war raises many urgent social problems  
which are solved through various urgent or long-range 
programs of the Hinistry of Refugees and Social Welfare. 
The increase in spending mostly concerns the Government's 
projects to resettle permanently about 400,000 refugees in 
the coming year. Besides, there are the programs, both 
political and social, of the Ministries of Open-Arms and 
Ethnic Development. All these programs aim at restoring a 
normal life in the national community for ethnic minorities 
and returnees. Through the 1968 estimated military and , 
civilian expenditures, the Government shows its determina­
tion to:  

- Strengthen the fighting efforts of the whole people. 

- Reduce to the minimum all administrative operating 
expenditures. 

- Set up the foundation for the reconstruction and develop-
ment programs in the oostuar years. 

I shall hereafter Dresent the estimated revenues of the  
pronosed Budget.  
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Total revenues for 1968 are estimated at 70 billion  
piasters; compared with 66 billion in 1967 there is an  
increase of 4 billion. The rate of increase of the 1,968 
estinated revenues is 65o, a very small increase compared  
with the 735 increase of 1967. 

These estimated revenues consist of h4 billibn, from the  
National resources and 26 billions from the Counterpart  
Funds. 

With regard to the National resources, compared with the  
36 billion piasbers revenues in 1967, the estimated 1968
 
revenues increase by 8o.  

The majority of these revenues are brought about by
 
imports: custom duties added with perequation taxes.  
amount to 22 billion piasters, that is 50% of the total 
revenues from the hational resources Progressiin the 
collection of other taxes is not satisfactory. 

As for Revenues from the Counterpart Funds, the Commercial  
Import Program will bring to the Counterpart Funds an
 
estimated revenue of 26 billion piasters. This figure has
 
decreased by 4 billion compared with 1967, because in
 
fiscal year 1968 the imports under American Aid program
 
tend to decrease while the imports with GVN dollars are
 
increasing.
 

It is worth mentioning that this is the first time since 
1962 that the tstimated revenues from the national resources, 
with a record ratio of 63%0, exceeds the revenues from the 
Counterpart Funds which represent only 37% of the total 
budget revenues. 

'To sum-up, with the total estimated expenditures at 95 
billioirpiasters and the total estimated-revenues.at 70 
-billion-pi'asters, the net deficit of the 1968 national 
budget will[ be 25 billion piasters. 

Com'ared with the 17'billion piasters gap of 1967, this 
year's budget deficit is too high. This recalls the 1965 
gap of 26.7 billion piasters which caused a serious inflation 
in the first months of 1966 and which forced the Government 
to decide the devaluation of the piaster. 
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Under the actual circumstances, the Government cannot  
cut any spendings which will lessen the war efforts; all 
other expenditures have already been reduced to the 
minimum level. 

As for Budget Revenues, despite allIthe Government efforts 
to fully cpllet the existing taxes, the revenues from  
the National Resources do not even make up half of the  
total Budget expenditures.  

All of us must accept still more sacrifices and contribute  
more to our national expenditures in order to gradually  
,reestablishthe Budget equilibrium.  

During this fiscal year, the Government will probably have 
to submit- to the National Assembly to vote on a certain 
number of-measures aiming at increasing Budget Revenues to 
cope with the-heavy inflationary pressures in order to 
avoid the necessity of resorting to the extreme solution 
of devaluating the piaster once more. 

I am convinced that you are all well aware of the general 
economic and financial situation, and that you will, without 
delay, pass the entire Budget I have just presented in order 
to enable the Government to implement immediately its 
program of action. Furthermore, I also wish that you would 
respond to the Government's proposals and explain clearly  
to your constituents that the task of stabilizing the  
economy is not the sole responsibility of the Govern ment  
but also a common duty of all the people-to safeguard the  
national economy.  

Mr. President of the Senate,  
Mr. President of the, House, 
Distinguished Senators and Representatives, 

I have nade a frank and factual report on the problms 
related to the actual situation of the country, the National 
Policy, the Government's program of actions, aind the 
proposed bud'get for 1968 as well as its explanation. In 
order to striccly implement this program of action so as 
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to deal with the difficult situation of our country, the  
Government must have the means, and the most urgent and vital
 
one is the budget. Therefore, I ask the National Assembly
 
to approve the proposed budget for fiscal.year 1968 in a  
short period of time in order for the Government to carry  
out immediately its olanned programs. 

The Government is fully awareo:f the national situation; 
it is also conscious of its responsibility as well as *-he 
dangers and results of inflation when it submits the. Budget. 
The first draft has shown 113 billion for the expenditures. 
The Executive power has had to reduce.sharply the expendi­
tures to -arrive at the actual figure. With such a strict 
proposal, any further cut-will make it impossible for us 
to avoid the disastrous influences on the nation's activities.  

Furthermore, because of the war, the economic and social  
situation of the country is still experiencing many diffi-
culties and challenges, thus requiring timely and efficient  
measures. Depending on the circumstances, the Government  
will likely ask the National.Assembly to approve-a certain  
number of proposals aiming at reforming the fiscal system, 
the objective of which is to guarantee the economic and  
social stabilization and development.  

Concerning the problem of ending the war, the Government
 
urges the National Assembly to respond favorably to the
 
efforts in mobilizing financial and human resources so as  
to soon restore peace to the nation.  

-Finally,to materialize the aspirations for a truly  
democratic life of the whole population, the Government  
asks the National Assembly to lend a hand to the Executive  
power in achieving the democratic institutions as prescribed  
by the Constitution. In that spirit, the Government will  
draft the bills concerning the status of political parties,  
the status of the press to forward to the National Assembly  
in the days to come. Bills concerning the Supreme Court,  
the Inspectorate, the Council of Magistrates, the Council  
of Economic and Social Affairs, the Council of Cultural and  
Educational Affairs, the Council of Ethnic Minorities will  
also successively be sent to the National Assembly.  

- 52 -



Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The success of failure of the national objectives do not  
depend entirely on the Government or the Executive power,  
but also on you as representatives of the Legislative, as  
well as the entire population.  

I believe in your strong patriotism, and I eagerly expect  
a close cooperation between the Legislative and Executive  
in order for us to gather more strength and reduce diffi-
culties in our first steps toward building Democracy. I
 
strongly urge the understanding and the sense of duty of  
all groups and classes, the Army, the People, the Cadres,  
the Government so as to soon achieve our task to safeguard 
and rebuild thenation. I earnestly call upon the under-
standing and the support of all the people in the Free . 
World to share the sufferings and sacrifices that we have 
to endure for our Independence and Freedom. Furthermore, 
I ask them to give us full support and help us in our  
Mission to assure the survival of Vietnam and to contribute  
t6 the consolidation of world peace.  

Let us pray for an independent, unified, democratic,  
progressive, and ever lasting Vietnam fatherland.  

Thank you.  
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ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU  
BEFORE THE JOINT SESSION OF THE NATIONAIL ASSEMBLY
 

9 February 1968  

Mr. President of the Senate; 
Mr. President of the House; 
Distinguished Senators and Representatives; 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 

I am very pleased to come here today once again to present to you the
 
situation of our country in the past few days.
 

I have always liked to present the truth, to put forward all my findings 
with a full sense of responsibility, and honestly propose to you what I  
consider as useful for the nation and for me to fulfill my mission. On the 
other hand, I shall always frankly and cooperatively welcome any recommenda-
tions to the Government from the National Assembly. 

I have alyays thought that, whether we are the Executive or Legislative
 
powers, we both are the organisms of a unique Republic of Vietnam. Whether
 
Executive or Legislative, we are carrying thd mandate of the Nation, 'and we
 
are also responsible for the survival of the Nation in this critical stage
 
of our history. All of us should be brave to accept our responsibility and.
 
actively support each other in order to fulfill our mission.
 

I should remark here that on February 3, the Presidents of the Senate 
and the House cooperated with us to review the situation and decide on very 
urgent measures to cope.effectively with the situation. And in the following 
days, the Secretariats ,of the two Houses along with the Senators and Repre-
Sentatives as individuals leaders of political groups, chairmen of committees, 
have shown a strong understanding and cooperation with the Executive branch. 
They have strongly condemned the Communist activities, warmly supported our 
efforts and the anti-communist spirit of the people, encouraged the soldiers; 
and made many constructive and useful recommendations. I sincerely praise your 
actions. I think that you have contributed much in the big and decisive 
titories thkt our Armed Forces and our people have gained and shall continue 
to gain in the future. I shall present to you now, all the events in the past 
few days, the measures that the Executive. branch have implemented and the 
actions being carried out so that you and the people can be fully aware. 

Mess.. Presidents, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In my State of the Nation niessage before the National Assembly on January
25, 1968 I made the following remark concerning the general situation: 

"When the Regional Forces cannot support efficiently the guerillas and 
when the main core units are isolated from the Regional Forces their mutual  
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support no longer exists, thus their general offensive can no longer be realized. 

But I also warned you of a final effort of the Communists to use all 
their propaganda means, and along with the military efforts which had taken 
place in the first days of Tet south of the Demilitarized Zone and some places 
in the Highlands, they have increased their mortar attacks at the utmost in 
nany places throughout the territory. 

I also remarked that: 

"Until North Vietnam has to bow totally to decide whether to negotiate 
or end the war, they still are able to increase their Military and sabotage 
efforts, at least in the course of this year." 

There are two reasons for the Communists' actions, one is that they 
can no longer achieve a total military and political victory, and the other 
is that they are forced to the point where they should end the war. Thus, 
the problem is that they do not want to end the war in total defeat, but they 
must have at least some victories to use as bargains at the negotiation table.  

For this reason the Communists decided to launch a general offensive 
leading to a general uprising at a time they thought as most favorable. 

Before launching the "general offensiven during the Tet truce, the enemy 
has initiated the battle at the Demilitarized Zone by marshalling several NVA 
Divisions, threatening the Khe-Sanh and Quang-Tri area, and determining to 
obtain a military victory in this area. 

After returning from my visit to this region, I have presented that  
situation in my Tet address to the Vietnamese People.  

- -In only one day, January 29, the Communists have violated 37 times  
the truce they themselves proposed.  

- At the same time, evidence showed that the NVA.had really prepared 
to attack the provinces south of the Demilitarized Zone, especially the area  
around Khe-Sanh and the Laotian border; they also reinforced their supply to  
support the attack.  

- So, the Government of Vietnam and its allies decided effective  
January 29, not to observe the Tet truce in I Corps Area and the territor  
south of the city of Vinh.  

- In fact, the Communists launched their "general offensive" in I and  
II Corps Areas during the night of January 29, and in the Capital City,  
the IIE and IV Corps Areas during the night of January 30, aiming primarily at  
seizing power at the local level, and then seizing power throughout South  
Vietnam. 
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Following, is the development of the situation in various Corps since 
Jahuary 29: During the night of January 29, the aggressors shelled and attacked 
simultaneously a number of our provincial chief towns and airports in I and 
II Corps Areas. 

They have infiltrated into, and attacked, the cities of Kontum, Qui-
Nhon, Pleiku, Nha-Trang, Darlac, Hoi-An, and at the sane time shelled the 
airport of Da-Nang, the 23rd Division Eqs. at Ban-Me-Thuot, the 24th Special 
Sector flqs. at Kontum. 

The above facts have shown.that the Communists have violated the Tet 
truce, with premeditation and preparation. After the Communister attack 
against the civilian population, the Government of Vietnam and its allies 
were forced to cancel completely the truce, effective 3 p.m. January 30 
throughout the territory. 

In conjunction with their activities in I and II Corps Areas during the 
night of January 30, the enemy began to infiltrate into and attacked the 
Capital City, the Chief towns in III and IV Corps Areas. 

At about 2 a.m. January 30, the enemy simultaneously infiltrated into, 
attacked, and shelled a number of civilian and military installations, such 
as the Tan Son Nhut Air Base, the Joint General Staff Hqs., the Navy Eqs.,
the Artillery camp at Go-Vap, Qang-Trung Training Center, the Armor Camp, 
the Saigon Radio Station, the Independence Palace, the U.S. Embassy, etc... 

In the III Corps Area, the enemy has shelled the 3rd Corps Eqs. at Bien 
Hoa, the Bien Hoa Air Base, the Long Binh Camp, the 25th Division Hqs. at 
Hau Nghia, the Trang Bang District. They also infiltrated into the provincial 
chief towns of Binh Duong aid Phuoc Tuy. 

In the IV Corps Area, the enemy has shelled, attacked, or infiltrated 
into the provincial chief towns of My Tho, Rach Gia, Soc Trang, Can Tho, An 
Iuyen, Vinh Long, Kien Hoa, Vinh Binh and Chau Doc. 

While the enemy deployed their efforts in the Capital City, the III 
Corps and IV Corps Areas, they also attacked and shelled, in the I Corps Area, 
the Day Zuyen District (Quang Nam), the 1st Division Hqs. at Hue, the Dong Da 
Training Center at Phu Bai, the 7th Armor Regiment at An Cau, the 3rd 
Infantry Regiment located at North of Hue, the Non Nuoc Airport (Quang Nam), 
the outpost at the Hai Van Pass, Quang Ngai City, the Tam Iy District, the 
6th Infantry Regiment Hqs, the Sub-Sectors of Quang Tri, Darlac, Kontum and 
Pleika. 

On February 1, the enemy attacked the provincial chief towns of Binh 
Duong, Ba Ria, and maintained their pressures on Pleiku, -Kontum, Chau Doe, 
Thua Thien and Darlac. 
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This has been the development of the enemy's major activities durir 
the first 3 days of the Communist's "general offensive". 

During the days which followed, the enemy's activities decreased and 
were no longer impetuous and coordinated as seen in the first 3 days.  

However, the enemy tried to maintain their pressures on Hue; they 
desperately defended the area inside the "Gitadelle, burned the FOL depot, 
occupied the city jail, released 2000 prisoners and destroyed one span of 
the Truong Tien Bridge. At the same time, the Communists increased their 
shelling and harassing in the IV Corps Area where Route No. 4 was damaged in 
several locations. 

On February 5, the Khe -Sanh Camp was again under enemy attack. 

On February 7, the Communists utilized, for the first time, armored 
vehicles originating from the Laotian territoty and attacked the GIDG Camp 
at Lang Vei on route No. 9, near the Khe Sanh Camp. In the afternoon of 
February 7, the Lang Vei Camp was lost to the enemy. 

As of this morning, in several areas of the territory, the enemy still
 
continued their shelling on a certain number of our installations.
 

In Rue, our armed forces and our allies have reoccupied most of the 
important installations; the enemy's activities were reported to be sporadic 
and only in the outskirt of the city. 

In Saigon, the mop-up operations are continuing successfully. 

In summary, the enemy's "general offensive" plan has completely been 
troken by our armed forces and our people, due to the quick and effective 
reaction of our friendly and allied forces and also due to the valuable 
cooperation of the population. Our friendly and allied forces continually 
launched their operations to sweep, pursue and destroy the enemy, inflicting 
heavy casualties to them in all fields and pushing them out of towns and cities. 

However, because of their military defeat, the enemy dispersed themselves 
into small groups; concealed in populate& areas to shell us and to continue 
their sniper fire; destroyed public facilities such as bridges, power plants, 
hospitals; burned the population's houses in the cities and in the refugees' 
camps, in order to cause maximum damage to the civilian population before 
their withdrawal. 

The cumulative casualty figures for the period January 29 - February 9
 
are as follows:
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Friendly forces. 

ARVN Allied Total 
and 
National Police 

Killed 1609 741 2350 
Wounded 4987 3883 8870 
Missing 128 3 131 
Weapons lost 404 404 

Enemy forces; 

Killed 25.436 
Detained 5.911
 
Returnees 16 
Weapons lost 6.944 

If we analyze the enemy's activities during the past days, we observe 
that their "general offensive" plan had-been prepared a long time ago, 
aiming at the following military and political objectives: 

The main military objective of the Communists was to achieve a ugeneral
 
offensive" leading to a "general uprising".
 

But since their main military objective was not obtained, they are now 
aiming at their secondary objective whidh is to support the guerilla 7 
organizations in the areas surrounding the cities, and to use the guerillas 
to pin down our forces. 

* Their military objective was also to expand their controlled areas, to 
diminish ours, in order to collect more resources for their war needs on one 
hand, and to blockade the economy in the cities, on the other. 

The main political objective of the Coiaunists is an uprising of the 
population, aiming at overthrowing our constitutional Government in order to 
establish a so-called "revolutionary government which Advocated the with­
drawal from South Vietnam of U.S. and Free World Forces, and the negotiation 
with the NLF to impose the total domination of Communist Hanoi on South 
Vietnam. This "revolutionary" government is bidden- behind a "Unified Front 
for the People for Democracy and Peace" that the Communists had begun to es­
tablish at Hue and Saigon immediately after the Tet truce aggression. 

The enemy's plan consists of two phases: 

Phase 1: To use Commando groups, sabotage groups, in combination with 
the militia, to attack and occupy secretly and surprisingly our strategic 
administrative and military headquarters and our radio stations, if they exist. 
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Phase 2: To-useradio broadcasting and armed propaganda groups in 
order to instigate the population for mass manifestations whose scheme is 
peace, coalition and overthrow of the government while their main regular 
and regional forces complete the military objectives. The Communists 
also advocated the arming of the population in the cities in order that 
their "general offensive" had the nature of an uprising movement of the 
population against the government. The Communists also aimed primarily at 
attacking the GVN and ARVN, and ofily had the intention to pin down our 
allied forces in their actual positions by shelling and harassing actions. 

The Communist Plan has been carried out by the enemy who adopted the 
following strategy and tactics: 

Strater: Eploy all available forces to attack at all places, in 
the view of: 

* - T6roing the friendly forces to defend Saigon and the provincial 
chief towns. 

- Seizing the power in some localities, if possible, to create condi­
tions of negotiation.  

- Annihilating our Revolutionary Development program. 

Tactics:  

- Secretly infiltrate weapons and ammunitions into Saigon and provincial 
chief towns on the occasion of Tet. 

- Commando and sabotage units, dispersed into small groups, infiltrated 
by all means into the marshalling areas where they received weapons and 
immediately attacked the assigned targets. 

- - Occupy the above targets by raids or strong attacks. Defend and 
wait for reinforcement, then attack again. 

- If the Communists fail in both phases 1 and 2, they shell and commit 
sabotage to withdraw. 

IIix 

The Communist's error in the "general offensive". 

The Communists have misjudged that the actual situation is uriper than
 
ever" for then to launch a "general offensiven and incite a "general
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uprising" of the population. 

The reason for this is, on one hand, the Communists thought that the 
population was ready to listen to their propaganda and, on the other hand, 
they have miscalculated our fighting potential. Because of those serious 
and basic errors, the Communists, have failed badly in their general offensive 
scheme. The facts have shown that our armed forces have courageously 
fought and broken the back of their general offensive and at the same time the 
population has demonstrated their anti-communist spirit and their non­
cooperation with the enemy; instead, the population has closely cooperated 
with the government and the armed forces. 

In brief, defeated in their scheme of a general offensive and a general 
uprising, the enemy is now forced to withdraw its main forces from the cities.  
But they will unfold their conspiracy to support, organize, and arm the 
guerillas in order to pin down our main forces. They might maintain a 
number of units to help the guerillas harass the cities and shrink our 
controlled areas, and blockade our economy. 

The enemy main forces might repeat their attacks in order to forge 
advantageous positions whereby they reserve the initiative. At the same 
time, they will pin down and gradually destroy our forces, secure and widen 
their controlled areas, block our pincer strategy, namely the search-and­
destroy operations and the Revolutionary Development Program. 

In conjunction with the above activities, the enemy might launch an 
armed insurgency in the rural areas. The guerillas, with the help of their 
local forces, will simultaneously attack the districts, hamlets, and New 
Life Hamlets. This "point" - and - "faces" strategy will be carried out by 
Communists in a selected number of weak provinces or vital bases. 

In summary, after the failure of their general offensive, the enemy will: 

First, maintain guerillas around the cities, so as to continue their 
shelling, harassing, and propaganda, and also to pin down a number of our 
units. At the same time they will try at the tdtmost to destroy the 
communication links to create difficulties to our supply system and our economy. 

Second, launch some all-out battles, possibly in the Demilitarized 
Zone, the Highlands, in order to obtain some important military victories 
which might be used as political pressure. If they can not succeed, they 
will at least be able to pin down a sizeable number of our units and allied forces 
in the areas far from the populated delta, forcing us to abandon other places, 
and creating difficulties for our Revolutionary Development Program. 

Third, try to reoccupy a part of the rural areas which they have lost 
to our Revolutionary Development Program in the past few years, in order to 
have resourtes and manpower to replace their combat losses and to continue 
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the fighting, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

During the recent general offensive of the Communists the population
have suffered heavy casualties. 

The inhumane aim of the Communists was to invade the populated areas, 
herd the population and use them as shield for their attacks or their 
retreat, fight from house to house in order to cause the destruction of the 
population's properties and raise difficulties for the Government. 

Our Armed Forces were particularly cautious in preserving the lives 
and properties of the population and kept a slow pace of progression in 
order to avoid unnecessary and excessive destruction. 

However, to counter the inhumane destruction of the Communists who 
set fire to the houses and took advantage of the confusion to retreat, or 
opened fire onto the population, our Armed Forces had to resort to drastic 
measures to expel them out of the populated areas in order to protect the 
lives of the soldiers and the population. 

As of the afternoon of February 8, the interim record of civilian 
casualties in 31 provinces and the Capital is: 

- 3,071 dead  
- 7,945 wounded  
- 189,650 refugees
 
- 21,089 houses heavily damaged
 
- 1,500 houses lightly damaged.
 

The casualties figures for the Saigon-Gia Dinh area stand at 1294008 
refugees, 9,000 houses heavily damaged. The most heavily hit areas are: 
Pham The Hien (8th Precinct), Rach Lo Gom (7th Precinct), Binh Tien (6th  
Precinct).  

So far, Kien Hoa province has suffered the most. However, we cannot 
yet assess the damages of Thua Thien and Hue. 

Besides the above civilian casualties, the soldiers' families living 
in dependents quarters in the Saigon-Gia Dinh area (lom Moi - Go Vap) and 
the other cities have been mercilessly murdered by the Communists. 

As examples of the blood-thirsty Communists' barbarism we can cite 
the case of two armor officers and their families: 

- Lieutenant-Colonel Huynh Ngoc Diep, his old mother, wife, and two 
children;  
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- Lieutenant-Colonel Nguyen Tuan, his wife and six children, have been 
assassinated to the last without regards to innocent children. 

- Moreover, the interim record shows 360 military dependents dead and 
400 wounded, over 1,000 military houses burned. In most places the 
estruction was total. 

Following are the measures that the Government had taken in order to 
protect the lives and properties of the population: 

a/ Martial Law has been promulgated over the whole territory of the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

b/ The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces and police together with the 
Allied Forces have strongly and successfully counter-attacked in the -
Capital and the cities under Communist attack. At the present time the 
Republic of Vietnam and Allied Forces are in control of the situation  
everywhere.  

c/ There still are a number of Communists scattered in the populated  
areas keeping on terrorizing, assassinating, indoctrinating the population  
and burning houses; our forces must therefore carefully clear every block,  
every hamlet in order to gradually bring back order and reduce as much as  
possible the damages to the population.  

d/ The population 4n the fighting zones have been evacuated to secure 
areas with the active help of the civilian organizations such as the Red 
Cross, the religious, civic action, popular, youth, students groups. 

e/ Providing the refugees with shelter, medical assistance and supply. 

f/ Shortening the curfew hours progressively in order to bring back 
a normal life to the cities. 

g/ Restricting traffic by day and night, and in the areas where the  
Communists are still hiding: 

- Control traffic and pedestrians. 

- Prohibit any gatherings and strikes. 

Close the public recreation facilities. 

- In Gia Dinh alone except for the center of town, the 24 hour curfew 
is still in effect. 

- Thanks to the strict control measures and the discipline of the 
population, security and order have been quickly restored 
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h/ Moreover, with the support and cooperation of the population, 
the Armed Forces and police have arrested an important number of hiding 
communists and seized many weapons. 

Using the Open Arms policy, the Goverment has exhorted through propa­
ganda leaflets the Communists to come back to the National side. 

i/ Security measures being enforced: 

- Restrict the traffic from outside into the Capital,control the 
people in the streets;  

- Continue the search and clear operations 'and police operations in 
the areas where suspected Communists are still hiding. 

- Continue the military operations to relieve the enemy pressure on 
the Capital and cities under Communist attack (Hue - Dalat). 

j/ Measures in order to preserve security: 

On account of the situation, the military authorities have been given  
the power to enforce the necessary measures to protect public security and  
order. Therefore, there are many restrictions on traffic, gathering, public  
recreation and the freedom of the press. Civilians must turn all weapons and  
ammunitions into the Authorities, infringements of national order and security  
will be dealt with by the Iilitary Courts under emergency procedure. However, 
thanks to the gradual restoration of security, the curfew hours have been 
shortened depending on the areas. If the population cooperates in soon 
restoring total security, the Government will progressively lift the above 
restrictions and end the Martial Law enforced on the whole country. 

Committee for the Relief of War Victims. 

On February 3, 1968 1 have signed a decree establishing the Committees for 
the Relief of War Victims on the central as well as the regional level, and 
the Vice-President has been appointed to organize and direct those Committees. 

In the Corps areas, the Capital, the provinces and cities, upon necessity, 
a local Committee will be formed. 

The assignments of these Committees are: 

m-imediate relief for the war victins; 

- help them back to a normal life; 

- solve the supply problem; 
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- reinforce the self-defense system of the population. 

As of February 9, 1968, 31 out of the 48 provinces and cities (except 
the Capital) have formed local Committees, and started operation. 

War victims relief and refugee operations: 

As of yesterday afternoon, the refugees figures are: 

- 63,954 in 52 temporay shelters for the Saigon area; 

- 65,554 in 24 tenporary shelters in Gia Dinh; 

In every temporary shlter, there are RD, Civic Action, Medical, Informa­
tion and Psy-War cadres living right with the refugees to assist then. 

In the future more refugee camps will be created depending on the needs. 
As of yesterday afternoon the total of funds and materials provided by the 
relief and Social Welfare inistry to the relief centers in the whole 
country, amounts to: 

- 46,000,000 piasters; 

- 2,004 tons of rice; 

- 27,158 mats; 

- 7,450 blankets; 

24,967 condensed milk cans;  

- 34,483 cans of fish; 

- 8,000 cans of meat; 

- 7,348 liters of nuoo-mam; 

- 3,224 cooking sets; 

The official and private organizations in response to the Government 
appeal have sent to the ,Relief and Social Welfare Ministry 1,495,195 piasters 
and goods such as rice, cloth, used garments. 

. To the population of the Capital, water is an essential daily need and 

the Government has succeeded in maintaining the water supply. 

With regards to the food supply, the stocks of staple products such as 
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rice, sugar, meat, will last 2 to 3 months. 

With regards to public health, in the Saigon - Gia Dinh area, the 
medical organisations have vaccinated over 10,000 people, sprayed DDT at the 
refugees' temporary shelter, purified drinking water for the Capital. 

The Information and Psy-War efforts have been pushed at a fast pace; 
25,000,000 leaflets of all sorts have been dropped including proselyting 
leaflets for enemies and civilians. 105 arial information broadcast sorties 
were made. 

Although the National Broadcasting Center had been heavily damaged by the 
Communist attack and is under repair, the radio broadcast all over the--­
country is being assured through the Lational and Armed Forces Network and the 
population all over the country is regularly informed. 

The few local radio stations which had momentarily ceased broadcasting 
in the first days have now resuned operations. 

Mess. Presidents, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just presented to you the Communist activities and conspiracies 
as well as our measures to cope with them. Throughout this presentation you 
have realized that in the actual challenge we are in full control of the 
situation. Here also you can realize that the Communists have used up all 
their available capability and unfold all their cruel plans with the hope to 
force advantageous positions. in the military and political fields. 

To cope with such an impetuous and fierce enemy, we should use up all 
our energy and enforce all measures considered as essential to assure success. 

With regard to our efforts, we have gained good results in the past few 
days. As for spirit, the Executive and Legislative powers, the whole 
population, the Government and the Army, all have shown a unanimous and closed 
solidarity. Concerning our capability, all groups and classes of the society 
have contributed all their energy in the common effort of the nation, from 
destroying the enemy by weapons to encouraging and assisting the victims 
of war. 

Concerning the measures which were enforced, you have realized that the 
Government had to strongly implement all the measures considered as essential 
but, also the Government had to restrain itself into applying only the 
measures considered as indispensable in dealing with the enemy. 

As I have told you and the people many times, our situation is extremely 
critical. We have to fight the Communists to safeguard Independence and 
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Freedom but we also have to build at any cost a truly democratic regime.
Though they are related, the two duties mentioned above differ in many points. 
Our anticommunist movement will be useless if we cannot build a free and truly
democratic regime. On the other hand, if we let ourselves be tied by the 
perspective of Democracy and Freedom, if we dare not implement the 
appropriate measures, then the Communists will exploit it as a useful means 
for them to expand their aggression and terror campaigns, thus bringing the 
danger of a Communist dictatorship nearer to us and rendering impossible a 
true Democracy and Freedom. 

The Government itself had fully realized those difficulties, and for
 
that reason, it had both to be energetic and to restrain itself. However, I
 
am deeply encouraged when I realize that the Senators and Representatives are
 
fully aware of that critical situation. In the heavy task of dealing with
 
the actual critical situation, I am very confident due to your understanding,
support, and frank cooperation in the first minutes and throughout the past 
few days. Until now, all the Communists' efforts have failed in all places. 
However, the result of this offensive can still be felt for a long time. As 
I have pointed out, the Communists are still able to repeat their conspiracy 
in 1968. In the face of this situation, I believe that the understanding and 
cooperation of all the powers and groups of the Nation, particularly between 
the Executive and Legislative powers, need to be consolidated and developed 
so as to be increasingly lasting and strong. I strongly urge all of us to 
contribute the most of our efforts in consolidating and developing this soirit 
of understanding and cooperation. 

I sincerely expect the cooperation between, the Executive and Legislative 
powers, first as a moral support in principle and last materialized into 
legislative acts, with a decisive and direct influence on the situation. 

The cruel and reckless attacks of the Communists have shown us more 
clearly the immediate dangers which need to be solved; and they also show 
us the demands we should fulfill. 

For this reason, the Government had to decide immedie.tely on a number 
of Security measures aiming at dealing energetically and directly with the 
situation, preventing the disaster from spreading, and also at protecting 
the people effectively and safeguarding the national order and security. 

Those measures area strict minimm for a war time; they were not fully 
enforced in the pest because the situation did not necessitate a strict 
enforcement.  

Apparently, they somewhat violate the rights of Freedom and Democracy. 
However, the reality of the past days makes us realize that if we do not 
have those measures, the situation will become so critical that it will 
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be hard to reassert our control. 

All of us strongly believe and actively fight for Freedom and Democracy, 
but, above all, we need to safeguard this Hation, and to maintain our 
constitutional regime. If we cannot safeguard the Nation or maintain our 
constitutional regime, and if we let the Communists unfold their conspiracy, 
then all the proclamations on freedom and Democrac* will simply be useless. 

As I have presented, the Government will strongly enforce every 
necessary measure, but it also will strictly restrain itself applying the 
essential measures to a sufficient degree in dealing with the situation. 
It is in that spirit that the measures mentioned above have been decided upon. 

And I am once more deeply encouraged by the unanimous approval <f the 
Senate and the House., 

I am fully aware that we have a Constitution; the minimum measures 
necessary to cope with a critical situation of the Nation do not mean that 
the Constitution is no longer in use.  

On the contrary, those measures are indispensable to the Government in  
stabilizing the situation, the confidence of the people so as to restore as  
soon as possible normal life for the people and to protect and enforce the.  
Constitution.  

With regards to Defense, in order for its to deal effectively and in a 
timely manner with the situation, it is natural to increase the number of 
our soldiers as planned earlier, but now we have to proceed rapidly in order 
to meet the demand of the war. For this reason, the Ministry of Defense will 
have to strictly enforce the Partial Mobilization Law, nronptly carry out the 
draft call so as to fulfill our plan ahead of schedule. 

Along with those laws, the Ministry of Defense will have to enforce the 
following measures. 

- Delay the discharge of military personel of all ranks except those 
discharged on. grounds of health; 

- Strengthen in every aspect the defense forces by immediately recalling 
the veterans with less than 5 years of service and still in the mobilization 
are brackets; 

- Draft all young men under the partial mobilization age brackets 
sooner than originally scheduled. 

Besides, the following 2 programs of urgent actions will also be carried 
out: they are the military training program for students and civil servants: 
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- All civil servants from 45 years of age down will receive a special
 
military training and ill be armed to help the Army in order to protect their
 
offices, or they will be civil defense cadres at their residing places so
 
as to guide the people, secure their safe-being in their respective wards in
 
case of natural disaster and political turmoil, and to be able to command
 
a civilian fighting force, thus protecting the life and fortunes of the
 
citizens.
 

- All schoolboys, students from 17 years of age up will receive a military 
training program in conjunction with their academic curriculum so that, when 
the circumstances require they will be ready to fight with the soldiers; and in 
the future, upon graduation, they will become reserve officers of the Army. 

All the programs I have mentioned above have been outlined in the  
Government's program of actions which I have submitted to you earlier in  
my State of the Nation on January 25, 1968. 

Now, on account of the situation and the /urgent demand I sincerely  
hope that you will approve those measures in order for the Government to  
thoroughly implement them.  

Concerning the implementation of the National Policy and the Govern-
ment's program of actions which I submitted before the National Assembly in 
my address of January 25, I want to confirm again today the decision of the 
Government to continue the strict implementation of the program in all aspects: 
Building of Democracy - Solving the war, and Reforming the Society-despite the 
critical condition whih our nation is undergoing. However, I need your total 
support in order to solve the actual difficulties created by the political 
turmoil, as well as the major difficulties we will 'have to face in the beginning 
of this decisive year. Thus, your prompt approval of the budget for fiscal 
year 1968 is highly needed so as to give the Government the necessary means to 
carry out the urgent programs and solve immediately the existing problems. 

I wish to fix the end of February as the deadline for yjou to pass the 
proposed budget for 1968. 

Besides, due to the special situation in this decisive year and in  
addition to the problems created today as well as in the near future by the  
determined and maximum efforts put forth by the enemy to strive toward the  
final victory, the urgent and special needs to increase our war potential in  
every field will arise and could be met if and only if the Government has all
 
the means, ready and sufficient, to deal with those problems in an efficient  
manner.'  

Thus, I would like to request the National Assembly to especially 
empower the Executive to-decide and promulgate by Decree - Laws all the 
economic and financial measures considered indispensable, for a period of one 
year. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I had carefully explained this point in the part dealing with the 
Budget appropriations, in my State of the Nation Message of January 25. Then, 
I had called upon your understanding to approve the 1968 Budget in a short 
time. At the same time, I had also warned you that, on account of the war, 
the social and economic situation of the country will require efficient and 
urgent measures and therefore, the Government will likely request the National 
Assembly to approve a certain number of fiscal measures, in order to ensure 
the stability and the development of the National Economy and Society. 

Furthermore, I am sure that the current situation and the difficulties 
which will arise in the months to come are strong arguments in favor of my
special requests mentioned above. 

Even though these special powers are vested upon the Executive branch 
by the National Assembly, I always believe in the mutual understanding and 
close cooperation between the Executive and Legislative branches. My policy 
is to maintain consultations between the Executive and Legislative branches 
prior to the promulgation of any measures. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have just made a sincere and factual report on the situation of the 
country and concurrently. I also have proposed some measures which I 
sincerely hope will receive your earnest and wholehearted support. 

To my fellow country men, especially to those living in the areas which 
were under the Communist attacks, I would like to take this opportunity to 
convey to you all my sincere condolence. 

I pray for those innocent war victims and sincerely wish to share the 
burden with those who have suffered, and those who were separated from 
theirloved ones. 

The Communists often claim that they are fighting for the welfare of the 
population. Their propaganda could not convince anyone and their actions 
during the last few days incriminated themselves. They have shown their true 
color. The Communists did not care for the traditional Tet ceremony. While 
everyone, every family long for a reunion, the Communists did not hesitate to 
destroy the cities, the populated areas, and to murder the population. They 
have used the promise for a truce during Tet to fit their scheme to work 
toward a surprise victory. 

They disregarded their promise and did not care about their moral 
responsibility. Moreover, after they have failed in their attacks, with 
none of the military and political objectives attained, they had killed 
without reserve, set fire and destroyed all they could, and they did not care 
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about the interest of the population. This is another proof that the 
Government end the Army are not the only enemies of the Communists. The 
;population is also considered by them as their enemy. 

The treacherous actions by the Communists are to be incriminated and
 
abjected. Mhe high morale and discipline of our population are to be
 
commended. Everywhere, the ropulation have disregarded all temotations and
 
Ulots offered or forced upon them by the Comranists; they have behaved  
admirably; they have well observed discipline and they have not once -
cooperated with the enemy, and have given a hand to the Government and the 
Army in their mission of eradicating the enemy. In many places, especially 
in Saigon, the population organized into groups to serve as Civil Defense. 
That great spirit is to be commended and encouraged to develop. 

I urgently call upon the population to cooperate closely with the
 
Authority and the Aned Forces, to observe the strict discipline measures,
 
so that we can make a forward stride toward our victory, so that the
 
Communists' plots will not occur again. Then, the population will not have
 
to bear again the hardships caused by the treacherous Communists.  

Throughout the recent events, besides the mutual understanding and close 
cooperation between the Executive and Legislative branches, between the 
Government and the Population, I also would like to commend various religious, 
social, political organizations and personalities of all social strata. With 
their differences left aside, the above organizations and p)ersonalities have 
either proclaimed their condemnation or actually contributed their efforts 
in the close cooperation with the officials, they have helped in trying to 
solve the current and urgent problems which have arisen, especially the 
problem of helping the war victims. 

The Government sincerely wishes to remember those generous acts and
 
calls upon the population to work toward the important national efforts.
 

Cur Ration belongs to us, all of us, and in the difficult time ahead, 
we have no right to waste our resources, especially, we should not, for a  
minor difference, stand aside and wait. We should contribute to the best 
of our ability to the service of the ±jation and the Population. 

To the Allied Forces and civilian organizations which have helped 
efficiently the Government and the R1fAF in their efforts to destroy the 
enemy as well as to help our people during the last few days, I would like 
to express the .gratitude of the Nation and my own. 

One of the Coamunist propaganda themes was that the U.S. Army had helped 
the Communists in trying to force the formation of a Coalition Government. 
That theme is an often used, malicious tactic which aias to break the 
monolithic bloc formed by our forces and those of our Lilies. 
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To the Allies who have sent their trooos to fight in Vietnam, I would 
like to convey my deepest gratitude for their understanding and their solid 
and staunch support in helping us to )reserve our independence and our 
democratic regime. I certainly hope that the recent Oonrunists' actions will 
helD our llies as well as other Jations, the world over, to recognize the 
actual nature and the objectives of the Communists. 

The more they get to imow the nature.and the objectives of the Communists, 
the more our lilies and other free~om loving countries will understand and 
approve the firm and resolute position of our country. He have to deal 
finly with the eneay not because we are belligerent, but because the 
Communists are a stubborn and malicious enemy. For them what they have been 
calling as Peace'is a trump card in their war strategy. An example is the 
recent Tet truce. They have transformed it into the bloodiest campaign ever. 

I wish to call upon the Allies and other freedom loving Nations to size 
up the difficulties our Nation is -encountering and to understand the position 
of the Republic of Vietnam. I hope that they all vill support whole-heartedly 
our position in any situation which may come up. 

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam wishes to assert its staunch 
and solid nosition. I have requested a few governments and some important 
personalities to find the most efficient way to transmit to Hanoi my 
standxoints. They are: 

1. As a leader elected by the people of the South I call upon the moral 
responsibility of the iiorth Vietnam government to cease its aggression, to 
put an end to the long sufferrance of the Vietnamese nation, in the South 
as well as in the North. 

2. The Vietnam problem ought to be solved by the !forth and South 
government themselves. 

3. I stand ready to meet the Hanoi government to discuss the peace
 
restoration whenever Hanoi gives some indication of its goodwill.
 

Up to this day, there is no result whatsoever. 

However, tbrough their ever blatant and increasingly overt agression 
and their treacherous attents during the Tet truce all over South Vietnam, 
the DCommunists from the iMorth have shown that they still nurture the hope 
for a total victory, military as well as well political in South Vietnam 
or at least for a few military successes to use them as a bargain at a 
conference table in exchange for some political concessions. 

As long as the Cocmunists do not change their mind and their treacherous
 
practices, I feel that the lilies:
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1. Should not trust the peace declarations of the Communists. 

2. Should not fall into the Coanunists' trap which is to stor our 
self defense actions, especially to stop the bombing in the North, then to 
suffer heavier casualties and drag the war further instead of moving toward­
peace. 

3. Should, on the contrary, keep on punishing the stubborn agressors
 
to open their eyes.
 

4. Should keep on showing our good will for peace, keep on opening the 
door for peace, for the Conmunists will not move toward a fraik and honest 
peace until they realize that they can no longer win militarily and their 
forces are totally depleted. 

Finally, to help the numerous war victims during the recent communists 
attacks, I also wish to call upon the various organizations all over the 
world, for their intense help, to relieve the hardship borne by the population. 
I would like to call attention to the fact that the Republic of Vietnam has 
been supporting a heavy load in the preservation of word peace. What we are  
fighting in Vietnam, we are fighting not only to preserve our Nation from
 
falling into the Communists' hands, we are also fighting for the interest of
 
Democracy to prevent the Communists' expansion in the World.
 

Mr. ?resident of the Senate,  
Mr. president of the House,  
Distinguished Senators and Representatives,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the history of our long and arduous struggle against the war supported 
and directed by the forth Viets, the first few days of the new lunar year  
which we have endured can be counted as the most decisive and glorious days  
ever.  

By decisive, I mean this: It is the first time that the Communists have 
committed all their full armed forces in their general offensive all over the 
country. The attacks are daring, foolhardy and they are characterized by a 
last surge of efforts, without regard for casualties. 

By glorious, I mean'this: In this decisive and strenuous challenge, 
we have, one one hand, blunted the enemy military spearheads, destroyed the 
great part of the enemy main forces. On the other hand, we have developed 
within the Population, the Army, an unified and solid spirit of cooperation 
which is aimed at fighting against the common enemy and to preserve the Nation. 

The military victories and successes since January SO, 1968 are tremendous. 
Nevertheless, the political achievements are also important, by all means. 
In this challenge, all of us, the Executive and the Legislative Branches, 
the Government and the Population, the Soldiers and the Civilians, we have 
shown our solidarity, our unyielding, unshaken spirit and determination. 
We all know how to concentrate all our efforts, we are ready to accept our 
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responsibilities and if needed even sacrifice our lives. .411 of our efforts 
are concentrated toward the destruction of the enemy, and the protection 
of the Second Republic. 

The close cooeration between the Executive and the Legislative branches, 
between the Population the Government and the Army, during the decisive 
recent fights is an encouraging sign to be based upon to guide our future 
efforts. That sign also indicates that the cause of our struggle is clee.rer 
than ever. This also indicates that the young and growing Second Republic. 
is strong enough to withstand and to overcome victoriously the attacks in 
all fields. 

In that spirit, I would like to ask you to pray with me for the solidsrity 
of the whole population on their road toward an early and totsl victory over 
the Communists' aggression.  

Thank you. 
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Arrete No. 261-ND/Th.T/CS of March 5, 1968,
 
determining organization and functions
 

of the Directorate General of Civil Service
 

THE, PRIME MINISTER, 

Considering the Constitution of April 1st, 1967;
 

Considering Decree No. 5-a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967
 
defining the composition of the Government;  

Considering Decree No. 6-SL/Th.T/VP dated November 17, 
1967 establishing the Directorate General of Civil Service; 

ARRETE 5:  

Art. 1 - The organization and functions of the Directorate. 
General of Civil Service are determined as follows: 

Art. 2 - The Directorate General of Civil Service is in 
charge of all matters concerning Personnel Administration 
and Legtslation for public agencies throughout the country: 

- studying and submitting to the Prime Minister proposals 
on personnel policy, measures for Civil Service improve-
ment relating to personnel management and any method to 
increase employeest productivity; 

- making survey and proposals on principles and basic 
regulations of personnel management; 

- giving agreement to Ministries in the organization of 
cadres; 

- administering common cadres personnel, technical cadres 
of category A and cadres attached to the Prime Minister's, 
Office; 
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- following-up and controlling the personnel management 
in all ministries to secure conformity in the application 
of law and regulations; 

- planning and submitting personnel training programs; 
organizing general training Courses for personnel of all 
categories and specific training courses for adminis­
trative employees; 

- encouraging technical agencies in the training field; 

- making survey on relations among offices, between 
public agencies with the people, and submitting proposed 
impiovement measures to the Prime Minister; 

- keeping personnel files and establishing statistics 
on all personnel throughout the country . 

Art. 3 - The Director General for Civil Service is 
assisted by a Deputy General who will replace him in his 
absence. 

Art. 4 - The Directorate General of Civil Service is 
composed of the following: 

- Private Secretary Bureau 
- Administrative and Accounting Service 
- Research and Legislation Directorate 
- Personnel Administration Directorate 
- Training and Public Relations Directorate 
- Records and Statistics Service. 

I. Private Secretary Bureau: 

Art. 5 - The Private Secretary Bureau is headed by a
 
chief of Bureau and has the following functions:
 

- receiving and dispatching confidential correspondence,  
- examining particular matters,
 
- centralizing and submitting confidential correspondence
 
for signature,
 
- keeping classified records. 

II. Administrative and Accounting Service:  

Art. 6 - The Administrative and Accounting Service headed 
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by a Chief of Service, is composed of 3 Bureaus and a 
typing Pool, with these functions: 

Correspondence Bureau:  

- receives, dispatches ordinary correspondence, 
- gives information to the public, 

Administrative Bureau: 

- performs all general administrative operations relating 
to the Directorate General 

- assures internal security 

- centralizes and submits ordinary correspondence for 
signature 

- makes arrangements for and follows-up the publication 
of basic texts prepared by the Directorate General after 
they have been approved or signed 

- reviews newspapers and gets in touch with other 
Directorates and Services to answer all inquiries relating 
to the Directorate General  

- makes reports on the activities of the Directorate 
General 

a serves as liaison between the Directorate General and  
other agencies.
 

Personnel and Accounting Bureau:
 

- administers the Directorate General's Employees and 

keeps their personnel records  

- provides all the usual administrative services such as 
budgeting, salary, material, inventory, properties and 
vehicles, supply and social works. 

Typing Fool: 

- attached to the Chief of Service, is in charge of typing 
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and mineographing all drafts of the Directorate General. 

III. Research and Legislation Directorate: 

Art. 7 - The Research and Legislation Directorate is 
headed by a Director, classified as a Director in charge 
of several Services. 

It involves a number of specialists, assistant specialists  
and a library manager with these tasks:  

- studying civil service policy, drafting programs and 
plans for policy implementation, 

- collecting and studying civil service system data of 
foreign countries to implement the best points into the 
Vietnamese Civil Service System, 

- drafting, revising interpreting laws and rules applied 
to all career and non-career personnel, including war  
veterans, their children or wodows, war handicapped persons,  
and-members of recognized ethnic minority groups,  

- cooperating with government lawyers or with the agency 
delegated to plead legal matters concerning the direct 
administered personnel of the Directorate General; examin­
ing appeals and grievances relating to Civil Service, 

- organizing and.managing the Directorate General's 
Library.  

Art. 8 - The library is run by a librarian having the 
position of a Bureau Chief. 

IV. Personnel Administration Directorate: 

Art. 9 - The Personnel Administration Directorate 
administers common cadres, technical cadres of category 
A and special cadres attached to the Prime Minister's 
Office; controls the management of technical cadres person-
nel from category Bl down and non-career personnel assumed 
by Ministries. 
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This Directorate headed by a Director, is composed of 
3 Services with' these functions: 

Art. 10 - Common-cadres Service 

This Service is divided into three Bureaus: 

Bureaus 1 and 2: administer common cadres personnel 
(except disciplinary actions and promotions). 

Bureau 3: assumes disciplinary actions and promotions  
for all common cadres personnel:,  

- organizes competive examinations to recruit common 
cadres employees. 

Art. 11 - Technical cadres Service:
 

- administers technical cadres personnel of category A  
and cadres attached to the Prime Minister's Office.
 

This Service is divided into 2 Bureaus: Bureaus 4 and 5.  

Art. 12 - Control Service:
 

- follows-up and controls personnel management performed  
by Ministries to assure conformity in the application of  
personnel management regulations.
 

This service is divided into 3 Bureaus:
 

Bureau 6: recruitment and appointments,  

Bureau 7: admittance into cadre, conversion of rank, of  
cadre, leaves and transfers,  

Bureau 8: promotions, disciplinary actions, compensation,  
resignation, retirement and maintenance in Service.  

V. Training and Public Relations Directorate: 

Art. 13 - This Directorate is headed by a Director, classi­
fied as a Director in charge of several services, and 
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assisted by a number of specialists and assistant  
specialists with these functions:  

a. Pre-entry and In-Service Training: 

- Planning employee training programs to meet immediate 
and future needs; 

- Organizing general training courses for civil servants 
and specific training courses for common cadres personnel; 

- Keeping liaison with University Faculties and Pro­
fessional Institutions to recommend them to teach subjects 
necessary to-students who want to enter the civil service, 
cooperating with the National Institute of'Administration 
to insure the maximum utilization of facilities to meet  
training requirements of Ministries;  

- Assisting Ministries in determining their training 
needs, and establishing training programs responsive to 
these needs; 

- Keeping coordination with the Directorate General of 
Planning to follow-up the utilization of Foreign Aid 
facilities in the training field;, 

- Collaborating with the Culture and Education Ministry 
for employees training in foreign countries. 

b. Public Relations: 

- studying policy and measures to improve relations 
among agencies, and between public offices with the public; 

- in charge of all matters concerning Union or Associ-
ations of employees; 

- making surveys in helping government employees sub-
stantially: supply, housing, mutual credits, loans,  
health protection, social activities, sound recreation,  
etc... 
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Art. 14 - The number of specialists and assistant 
specialists mentioned in Articles 7 and 13 above is fixed  
at 5 specialists and 5 assistants for the Research and  
Legislation Directorate, 4 specialists and 4 assistants 
for the training and Public Relations Directorate.  

This number can be increased -ifrequired by Civil Service  
needs.  

Art. 15 - Specialists will get the position allowances 
of Service Chief; assistant specialists will get the  
position allowances of Bureau Chiefs as in the Prime  
Minister's Office.  

VI. Records and Statistics Service:  

Art. 16 - The Records and Statistics Service is responsi-
ble for keeping personnel files of all employees through-
out the country, establishing statistics on all personnel,  
keeping archives. It is directed by a Chief of Service  
and divided into 2 Bureaus:  

1. Bureau of Records: keeps personnel files of all  
employees and keeps up-to-date these files; keeps all  
records of the Directorate General.  

2. Bureau of Statistics: maintains personnel fiches of  
all employees; establishes statistics and makes reports  
every three months as to the total number of employees,  
categories and other necessary details.  

Art. 17 - Ministers, Secretaries of State, Under Secre-
taries and the Director General for Civil Service are in  
charge of the execution of this Arrete, as far as their  
respective duties are concerned.  

Saigon, March 5, 1968
 

s/ Nguyen van Loc  
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THE CABINET 

Government of Vietnam 

ADPA 
USAID 

JUNE 1968 
SAIGON 
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PRIME MINISTER  

 

A. PERSONAL DATA
 

Profession: Teacher and Civil Servant  

  
 

Education:  
- 1926 Graduated, High School of Pedagogy,- Hanoi  

   

: 
 ) 

 
-   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Present position:  
- May 25, 1958 Prime Minister  

Former positions: 
- 1926-1937 High School Teacher, My Tho High School. 
- 1937-1945 Primary Education Inspector, Tay Ninh Province. 
- 1945 Chairman, Adminisarative Committee,-Tay Ninh 

Province. 
- .1946-1954 Abstained fgom participating in any government. 
- 1954-1955 Mayor of Saigon. 
-1955-1964 Abstained from political activity. 

- 1964 Chairman, Pqlitic. Affairs Committee, Council 
of Notables, 

- 1964 Mayor of Saigon. 
- 1964-1965 Prime Minister, Republic of Vietnam. 
- 1967 Campaigned for election to the Presidency. 

Awards and decorations: None  

Political activities: Southern Renaissance Movement,  
Supreme Counselor.  

/ ~'  



C. OTHER DATA 

Associations, Clubs, Unions:  
- 1952 Active member, Vietnam.Red Cross.  
- 1956-1960 Secretary General, Vietnam Red Cross.  

Publications: 
- 1964 Lao Trung Lanh Van (poems), published by the 

author. 
- 1965 Bo Hoa Cuoi Mua (End-of-season flowers), poems, 

published by the author. 
- 196.6 Kim Thach Ky Duyen (classical play), Khai Tri, 

Saigon. 

Special remarks: 
- Incorruptible; dedicated; firm but somewhat inflexible. 
- Considered a geniune nationalist. Was removed as Prime 
Minister in 1965 following his refusal to-bow to Buddhist 
demands for a greater role in the government. 

- Little bapability in English. 
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MINISTER OF STATE
 

(Concurrently Minister of 	Open Arms)  

 

A. PERSONAL 	DATA
 

Profession: 	 Doctor of Medicine - Professor of ,Preventive 
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Saigon 
University 

 	   
 ,  

   

Education: 
--1945 Medical Doctor degree, Hanoi University 
- 1954 Ph.D. in Public Health, Harvard University, USA 

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Forme.r positions 
- 1945 Editor, Binh-Minh newspaper. 
- 1945 Advisor for Youth Affairs in the Tran Trong Kim 

Government. 
- 1945 Publisher of Thiet Thuc newspaper. 
- 1946-1947 Physician inthe Shanghai Fourth City Hospital, 

China.  
- 1947-1948	 Political advisor to Emperor Bao Dai, 

concurrently Minister of Information in the 
Nguyen Van Xuan Government. 

- 1949-1962 Private pracritioner directing a private 
practice in saigon. 

- 1963-1964 Lecturer in Preventive Medicine, Faculty of 
Medicine, Saigon University. 

- 1965 Chairman, Gia Dinh City Council. 
- 1966 Chairman, National Political Congress.
* L966 (Sept) Member, Constituent Assembly -
- 1967-1968 Private practice in Saigon.  



C. OTHER DATA 

Political activities: 
- 1939 - Prime Cuong De's Phue Quoc Party. 
- 1940 Dai Viet Dan Chinh Party. 
- 1945 Founder of-Giapbat camp to feed 5,000 bcggars 

and Bao Nong Doan (Country Protection Group) 
to popularize national language and hygiene. 

- 1945-1946 Leader.of anti-Communist and anti-Colonialist 
movements. 

- 1946-1948 Fled to China, participated in negotiations 
with the French. 

- 1948 Organized the Vietnam Press Agency and Dan Huan 
1 Vu (People's Education Affairs). 

- 1949-1951 Organizer of the Vietnam Republican Partr in 
France. 

- 1952-1954 Contacted American labor Unions and Afro-Asian 
leaders in the United States. 

- 1954-1955 Made trips to Africa, Middle East and Asia to 
establish the anti-Colonialist Front. 

- 1955-1956 -Returned to Vietnam, collaborated with Dai Viet, 
Vietnam Quoc Dan Dhng, Phue Quoc Hoi and Cao Dai 
Lien Minh Parties of the opposition and was 
arrested. 

- 1957-1958 Organized the Democratic Group. 
- 1959 Elected Deputy in District II, Saigon, but was 

prosecuted on trumped up charges. 
- 1960-1963 After an attempted coup d'etat, was deported 

and held on Con Son island. 

Special remarks:  
* 	 An ardent nationalist. 
-	 Phan Thac Suu's running mate in the 1967 presidential 
election. 

* 	 Took a leading role in the deliberation which resulted in 
the drafting of the new Constitution.  

- Yluent English.  

http:Leader.of


MINISTER OF STATE
 

(Concurrently Head of the 	Inspectorate Institute)  

   

 
 

  Tri  

Profession: Career Government Employee (retired)  

 	   
   

   

Education: 
- 1925 Diploma, Chasseloup Laubat High School, Saigon 

 

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- .1924-1930 Administrative Assistant. 
- 1931-1939 Field Administrator. 
- 1940-1954' Chief of Cabinet or Director of Cabinet of 

various government departments. 
- 1955-1960 Chief Inspettor fbr Administrative & Finncial 

Affairs, GWl.. 
- 1964 Member, Council of Notables. 
- 1964 Member, National $igh Council. 
- 1955-1968 President, South Vietnam Association for 

Buddhist Studies.  

C. OTHER DATA
 

Religious activities: 
- 1959-1963 Vice President, Vietnam General Buddhist 

Association. 
- 1961-1964 Deputy Chairman, World Fellowship of Buddhists. 
- 1966 Advisor to the Association of Inter-School 

Alumni. 
- 1967 President, Kien Hqa Mutual Aid Association. 



Decoration: 
- 1954 National Order of Vietnam, 5th class. 

Principal works: 
- Since 1954 Editor and Publisher of a Buddhist Monthly 

Review (Tu-Quang) and various books in 
Vietnamese and French on Buddhism. 

Special remarks: 
- Running mate of Prime Minister Huong in 1967 presidential 
election. 

- Has the traditional Vietnamese leadership virtues - age 
and experience, integrity, and unselfishness. 

- Little capability in English. 



MINISTER OF STATE
 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Professor of Economy at the Dalat and Saigon 
Universities  

   
 

   

Education:  
- 1942 Licentiate of Law, Hanoi  
1952 Agrege (Ph.D.) in Economics, Faculty of Law,  

ParisUniversity, France.  

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- 1951-1953 Assistant Dean, Faculty of Law, Hanoi Univeruity. 
- 1953-1954 Minister of Education. 
- 1955-.956 Governor, National Bank. 
- 1957-1963 Dean, Fa6ulty of Law, Saigon University. 
- 1961-1963 Vice-President, National Economic Council. 
- 1963-1967 Writer and Professor. 

Other current positions: 
- Head of the Post-War Planning Study Group, 'in collaboration 

.with Dr. David Lillienthal since February 7, 1967.. 
- Chairman, Vietnam Lawyers Association. 
- Chairman, Duy Linh (By the Spirit) Cultural.Associatipn. 
- Member, National Planning Cpuncil. 

C. OTHER DATA
 

Principal works:  
- 1951 The 'Communalist Economy of Vietnam, Hanoi.  
- 1952 An Introduction to Economics, Hanoi.
 
- 1962 4ectures on Economicv, Saigon.  



- 1955 Problems Resulting From The Dissolution of the 
Indochinese Monetary Union, Saigon. 

- Various essays in Vietnamese, French, and English published 
in Saigon newspapers. 

Special remarks: 
- Works very well with Americans (Thuc/Lilienthal Group). 
- Participated in international economic conferences 
(IMF, UNESCO). 

* He and brother, Vu Quoc Thong, were unsuccessful Senatorial 
candidates in 1967.
 

- Fluent English.  



MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS  


 

A. PERSONAL DATA
 

Profesolon: Lawyer and University Professor  

 	  
 

   

  
- 1942 Licentiate of Law, Hanoi University  

  

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- 1945 Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Justice. 
- 1945-1948 Director of Justice, Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam. 
- 1949-1952 .Resigned as Director of Justice and fled to 

South Vietnam. 
- 1953-1954 Lavyer in Saigon. 
- 1954-1956 Secretary of State at the Prime Minister's Office. 
- 1957-1960 Minister of Information and Youth. 
- 1961 Journalist. 
- 1962 Chief of the VN Delegation to Geneva. 
- 1962-1963 Ambassador to Tunisia. 
- 1963 Ambassador to U.S. 
- 1964 Special envoy to Cambodia; Liberia .(1965) 
- 1965-1967 Professor of Political Science at the Dalat 

University. 
- 1967 (Sept) Senator: - Chairman, Senate Information & Foreign 

Affairs Committee. 

C. OTHER DATA
 

Principal Works: 
- Critical studies in law, politics and information. 
- Contributor to several Vietnamese and French newspapers. 

Special Remarks:  
- Was a close friend of Ngo Dinh Diem.  
- Intelligent, energetic administrator.  
- Authoritarian L attitude.  
- Some capability in English.  



MINISTER OF INTERIOR  

A. PERSONAL DATA
 

Profession: Military officer and diplomat  

   

   

Education:  
- 1947 Aspirant (graduatd) Dalat Military academy  

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions  
- 1954 Obtained Rank of Major. 
- 1957 Acting Chief, ARVN General Staff. 
- 1957(March) Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics. 
- 1958 (Feb) Commander of the 4th Field Division. 
- 1960 (Sept) Commander of the 5th Field Division. 
- 1941 (May) Commander of the 1st Division. 
- 1962 (Dec) Chief of Joint Staff. 
- 1963 Rank of Major General. 
- 1964 (Feb) Minister of Defense, concurrently Commander in 

Chief of RVN Armed Forces.  
1964 Rank of Genexal. 
1964 (Oct) Ambassador to the U.S. 
1965 (Nov) Ambassador to the.-Republic of-China. 

C. OTHER DATA-


Decorations: 
- Four Gallantry Crosses with silver stars. 
- Seven Gallantry Crosses with pplm. 
- National Order of Vietnam, frqm 5th to 2nd class. 
- Vietnam Campaign Medals 4 9,54 ,60. 
- Staff Service Honor Meda,1, First Class. 

Army Distinguished Service Order, First Class. 
- Armed Forces Honor Medal,, First Class. 
- Armed Forces Service Medal, Second Class. 



- Air Force Distinguished Service Order, First Class.
 
- Air Gallantry Medal, Golden Wing.  
- Chuang My Medal, First Class.  
- Civic Actions Honor Medal, First Class.  
- Hazardous Service Medal.  

Special remarks: 
- Out of Vietnam since 1964. 
- Fluent English. 



MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND WAR VETERANS  

 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Military Officer  

   

   

Education: 
- 1938 Baccalaureate, II Part, Hanoi 
- 1940 Studies of Economy and Social Welfare, Hanoi University 
- 1940 Graduated from Tong Officers School, Son Tay, North VN 
- 1951 Graduated, General Staff School, Paris 

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- 1952- Chief of Mili.tary Cabinet for Chief of State 

Baa Dai. 
- 1953 Commander of Coastal Regions. 
- 1953 Concurrently General Inspector of Military 

Expenses and Chief of the General Joint Staff, ARVN. 
- 1954-1955 General Inspector of the RVN Armed Forces. 
- 1956-1963 Political exile in.France. 
- 1-964 Deputy Chief, General Staff APVN. 
- 1965 Chief of Quang Trung Training Canter. 
- 1966 Chief of the Central Training Canter. 

Chiefs1966of General Joint Staff ARVN.  
C1967-1968 

E 
Ministry of Defetse in the Nguyen Van L  
Government.  

C. OTHER DATA
 

Decorations: -
- Grand officer of the Nat*onal Qrder of Vietnam.  
- Army Distinguished Service Order, 1st class.  
- Air Force Distinguished Servicq Order, let class.  
- Training Service Honor Medal, 1st class.  
- Staff Service Honor Medal, lt class.  
- Various Gallantry Crosseq.  

Special remarks:  
- Holdover from Loc Cabinet.  
- Some capability in English.  



MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Lawyer, Journalist, Civil Servant  

    

   

Education: 
- Licentiate of Law, Hanoi University, 1938 
- Advanced studies in Economics & Social Sciences, Saigon 
University.  

    

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions: 
- 1939-1943 Offices in the French Infantry. 
- 1943-1945 Customs Controller. 
- 1945 Commander of South Vietnam Civil Guards. 
- 1945-1951 Organized resistance against the French. 
- 1950-1955 Owner and publisher of weekly "Tien Thu". 
--1950-1955 -Co-Editor of "Le Song". 
- 1952-1968 Lawyer, Saigon. 
- 1964 President, High National Council. 
- 1964 Council of Notables 
- 1964-1967 Legal Advisr forthe Chairman, National, 

Leadership Committee.  

C. OTHER DATA
 

rolicical activities: 
- 1945 Founder of the VN-Independence Party (with 

Ngo Van Lam & Ho Van Nga). 
- 1945 Founder of VN Dem9cratic Socialist Party. 

Special remarks: 
- Classmate of General Duqng Van Minh ("Big") Minh and old 

friend of Prime Minister Huong. 
- On Council of Notables after Diem's overthrow. 
- Some capability in English. 



[INISTER OF CULTURE, EDUCATION & YOUTH 

 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Dentist, Teacher  

   

   

Education: 
- 1951 Doctor of Dental Medicine, Northwestern University, USA 
- 1955 Master of Public Health, Yale University, USA 

   
  

  

t. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions: 
1946-1947 Recording officer, Saigon Court of First Instance. 

- 1948-1951 Student at Northwestern University. 
- -1952-1961 Private practitioner directing a private practice 

on Tu Do, Saigon. 
- 1955-1956 Deputy Dean of School of Medical Assistants. 
- 1961-1963 Deputy Secretary, Department of Health. 
- 1966-1967 Minister of Education. 
- 1963-1968 Professor, Saigon Faculties of Medicine & 

Dental Medicine.  

Other current positions:  
- Member of Vietnam anti-Tuberculosis League.  
- Vietnam Boy Scout Association.
 
- Vietnam Dental Association.
 
- American Society of Oral Surgery.
 

C . OTHER DATA 

Special rearks: 
- Gets along well with Americans and with Vietnamese military. 
- Fluent English. 



MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SOCIAL 
WELFARE, AND RELIEF 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Doctor of Medicine  

   

   

Education: 
- 1946 Local Baccalaureate, Saigon 
- 1946-1951 Non-Residence Doctor of Hospitals 
- Hospital Clinic at Saigon Hospital 
- 1952-1954 Lt. Medicine, 1st Battalion of Parachutists of 

Vietnam 
- Training at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris  
- Medical Resident in Paris Hospitals
 
- Graduate in Hematology, Paris
 

Marital status: Married, 2 children  

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- 1956-1960 Chief of Medical Clinic Service, Saigon. 
- 1960-1963 Assistant to the Saigon Faculty of Medicine. 
- 1963-1966 Lecturer, Saigon Faculty of Medicine. 
- 1966-1967 Commissioner for Health, in the Nguyen Cao Ky 

Government. 
- 1967-1968 Minister of Heath in the Nguyen Van Loc Government. 

C-. OTHER DATA 

Decorations:  
- Knight of the National Order of Vietnam.
 
- Gallantry Cross with Colo Star,  
- Chuong My Medal, First Class.  

Special remarks: 
- Continued from Ky and Loc Governments. 
- Raises tropical 'fish. 
- New Ministry combines heqlth, social welfare, and relief. 
- Some capability in English. 



<3 

MINISTER OF ECONOMY 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Economic Advisor  

   

   

Education: 
- 1956 	 M.S. in Geological Engineering, Montana School of 

Mines, USA 

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former postions: 
- 1957 Director Founder of the "Vietnam Automotive 

Battery Manufacturing Company" in Bien Hla. 
- 1958-1961 University Professor, Hue & Saigon Universities. 
- 1962-1964 Secretary General, Hue University, Central Vietnam. 
- 1964-1966 Assistant in charge of Craft & Industry, Ministry 

of Economy. 
- 1966-1968 Deputy Chairman, Board of Administrators, Foremost 

- Company. 

C. OTHER DATA 

Associations: 
- Member, American Mining & Metallurgical Engineer Association. 

Decorations:  
- First prize in eloquence, Rotary Club in Montana, USA.
 
- Bronze Medal in lecturing, Seven Western States, USA.
 

Works;  
- Industrial Development of Vietnam.  

Special 	remarks: 
- Articulate, aggressive and somewhat critical in the past 
of the GVW.
 

- Fluent English.  



MINISTER OF FINANCE 

 

A. PtRSONAL DATA 

Profession: Public Administrator  

   

   

Education: 
- 1934 High School Diploma, My Tho, South Vietnam 
- 1935-1936' Two years-undergraduate work at Petrus Ky, Saigon 

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA
 

Former positions: 
- 1936-1945 Customs Clerk 
- 1945-1948 Senior Clerk, Residence of France in Cambodia. 
- 1948-1961 Assistant Administrator, Government of Vietnam, 

Saigon. 
- 1961-1963 Administrator, Surer Class - Director General 

for Budget and Foreign Aid. 
- 1963-1964 Commissioner of Finance. 
- 1965-1967 Director General of Budget and Foreign Aid. 
- 1967-1968 Minister of Finance, in the Nguyen Van Loc 

Government.  

C. .OTHER DATA
 

Special remarks:  
- Serves concurrently as Director General of Budget and 
Foreign-Aid, in which capacity he reports directly to 
the President. 

- Little capability in English. 



MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Economist, Journalist 

   
  

  

Education: 
- Baccalaureate in Philosophy, Hanoi 
- B.S'. in Economics, London'school of Economics, England 
- 1962 Ph.D. in Political Sciences, Geneva, Switzerland 

  

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA -

Former positions: 
- 1960-1962 Press Secretary at the Presidency. 
- 1963-1964 Director General of Vietnam Press. 
- 1964-1965 Director of Cabinet of People's Claims. 

1965-1968 Writer for severar foreign magazines, and the 
English language Saigon Daily News. 
Editor of the Vietnam Guardian. 
Deputy Dean of Sociology and Professor of 
Political Sciences at the Van Hanh University, 
Saigon. 

C. OTHER DATA 

Special remarks: 
- Has been critical of US and GVN. 
- Nis paper was suppressed in 1966 (The Vietnamese Guardian). 
- Well-informed, bold-critic with ability, energy, and 
patriotism. 

- Fluent English. 

I 



MINISTER OF LAND REFORM & AGRICULTURE 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Prdfession: Agronomist 

  

Education: 
- 1956 Degree - Agronomy Engineer, Toulouse, France 

  

  

B. OCCUPATIONAL -DATA 

Former positions: 
1956-1959 Specialist at the Directorate General of Planning. 

- 1959 Specialist at the Directorate General for Budget 
and Foreign Aid. 

- 1959-1961 Technical Director, Sugar Companies of Binh Duong, 
Tuy Hoa, Quang Ngai. 

- 1962-1963 Director of Program, Directorate General ,of Budget 
and Foreign Aid. 

- 1964 Assistant to the Minister of Finance, concurrently, 
Chairman Sugar Companies Binh Duong, Tuy Hoa, 
Quang Ngai. 

- 1965 Cofmissioner General of Economy and Finance. 
- 1966 Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister. 
- 1967-1968 Minister of Economy in Vhe Nguyen Van Loc -

Government. 

Other current positions: 
- President, Association of Agricultural Engineers & Experts. 
- Member, Inter-School Association. 
- Member, Association of Vietnamese Engineers & Experts. 

C. OTHER DATA 

Special remarks: 
- Fluent English. 

I 



MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, 
COMMUNICATION, AND TRANSPORTATION 

A. PERSONAL 'DATA 

Profession: Civil Engineer 

 	   
  

   

Education: 
- 1960 government Civil Engineer (Ingenieur des Ponts-et-

Chaussees), Paris. 
- 1962 Advanced Studies in Economics, Harvard University, 

USA. 

   

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions:  
- 1962-1963 Chief of Technical Studies.
 
- 1963-1966 Engineer, An Hoa - Nong Son Industrial Complex.
 
- 1966-1967 Technical Director, An Hoa - Nong Son Industrial
 

Complex. 
- 1967-1968, Minister of Communication & Transportation in 

the Nguyen Van Loc Government. 

Other current positions: 
- President, Vietnamese Association of Engineers & Technicians. 

Qhairman, Committee for Economic Self-sufficiency. 
- Member, American Economic Assopiation. 

C. OTHER DATA
 

Special remarks: 
- Presently 34 years old 
- Holdover from Loc Cabinet who has retained services of 
previous Public Works Minister (Engineer BUU DON). 

- Some capability in English. 

/
 



MINISTER OF LABOR 

 

A.- PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Attorney, Economist, Sociologist, -Civil Servant 

    
 

  

Education: 
- 1934 Bachelor of Philosophy 
- 1938 Licentiate of Law, Hanoi 

  

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions: 
- 1945 District Chief of Kim Anh, Phue Yen province, 

North Vietnam. 
- 1957 Lawyer at the Saigon Court of Appeal. 
- 1964 Minister of Labor in the Nguyen Xhanh Government 
- L?64-1965 Minister of Social Welfare in the 1st Trau Van 

Huang Government. 

Other current positions: 
- Advisor to Labor Unions. 
- 'Chairman, Federation of Asian Labor Unions. 
- Iresident, Social Research Center, Saigon. 

C. OTHER DATA 

Pringlpal, Works: 
- books on Economy and Labor. 

Special remarks: 
- Has participated in many international labor 
- Regards Prime Minister Htong as an inspiring 

a sound program. 
- Is good friend of CVT's Tran Quoc Buu. 
- Some capability in English. 

conferences. 
leader with 

/ 



MINISTER FOR ETHNIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profession: Teacher 

    

  

Education: 
- High School Diploma, 1945 

  

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions: 
- 1943-1948 School teacher. 
- 1948-1963 Director of the Elementary School of Kontum. 
- 1963-1965 Deputy Province Chief, Kentum. 
- 1966 (March)Special Commissioner for Montagnards Affairs 

in the Ky Qavernment. 
- 1967-1968 Minister ofuEthnic Development in the 

Nguyen Van Loc Government. 

I 

C. OTHER DATA 

Awards: 
- Wational Order Medal 5t1 and (th class. 
- Chuong My Medal let and 2nd class. 
- Leader of the Phong Trao Thuong Cao Nguyen (Central 

ighlands Montagnard Movement). 

Publtcations: 
- Various brochures and nqwspaper articles on the Mntagnards. 

Specyal remarks: 
- gride of the Montagnards. 
- Some capability in Engliesh. 



A 

MINISTER AT THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

.(Secretary of State for Executive Affairs) 

 

A. PERSONAL DATA 

Profpssion: Career Civil Servant I 

 , 
  

  

Education: 
- Baccalaureate of Philosophy 
- Diploma in Law, University of Saigon 

Marital status: Married, 4rchildren 

B. OCCUPATIONAL DATA 

Former positions: 
- 1954-1955 Deputy Director of Finance in South Vietnam. 
- 1956-1957 Director of city, provincial, and village budgets. 
- 1958 Graduate training (on the job) - University of 

Michigan. 
- 1959-1961 Secretary General, Minister of Education.. 
- 1962-1963 Director of Budget & Accounting, Ministry of 

Defense. 
- 1964 Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Defense. 
- 1965 Minister of Finance. 
- 1965-1966 Director of Cabinit, Ministry of Defense 

concurrently, Director General of Finance and 
Audit, Ministry of Defense. 

- ;966-1967 Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Education. 
- 1967-1968 Director of Cabinet, Ministry of Defense. 

C. OTHER DATA 

Special remarks: 
- (pnsidered to be a person of integrity and straight 

forwardness. 
- Resigned his post in Defense Ministry in 1963 as Chief of 

Administration when facilities of his directorate were used 
by the Diem Government to print anti-Buddhist literature. 

- Fluent English. 



BIODATA
 

THE CABINET
 

Government of Vietnam
 

January 1968 
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PRIME MINISTER' 

  

Profession: Lawyer 

 	      
 

Education:
 
- Licentiate of Law, Montpellier, 1954
 
- Graduated from.Institute of Administration and Finance,  

Montpellier, 1955 
- Diploma of Advanced Studies in Criminal Law, Paris, 164 

   

Former positions:  
- Lawyer at Saigon Court of Appeal, since 1955 
- Lecturer at National Institute of Administration, since 1955 
- Chairman of Army-People Council, November 1966 
- Vice Chairman of Committee for Drafting Electoral Laws, 

May 1966 
- Commissioner for Information, Political Affairs Committee 

of the Army-People Council, since July 1966 

-Associations, Clubs, Unions: 
- Board member of the daigon Bar Association 
- Chief of Information Section of War Victims Relief Committee 

(Vietnam Red Cross) 
- Advisor of the Union for Human and Civil Rights of-Vietnam 
- Secretary General of the Inter-School Association 

Publications: 
- Giai Cap (Social Classes), novel, Song Chung, Saigon, 1948 
- Tan Binh (Remnants), novel, Saigon, 1948 
- Loan (Rebellion), novel, Saigon, 1949 
- Bong Ngay Xanh (Youthful Days), collected boems, Saigon, 1960 
- Dien Dan TQ Do (Free Tribune), collected poems, 1966 
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CHAIRMAN, PRItE MINISTER'S COMMITTEE FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM 

and 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ADMINISTRATION RECTOR 

 

Profession: University Professor 

  

  

Education: 
- Doctor of Law, Paris, 1960 
- Agrege in Public Law, Paris, 1962 

   

Other current positions: 
- Assistant Dean, Faculty of Law; Saigon'University, 1962 
- Member, Council of Notables, 1964 

Publications: 
- Doctoral dissertation: Khai niem Quyet Dinh Hanh Chanh 

(The Concept of Administrative Decision)' Paris, 1950 
- Luat Hien Phap va Chinh Tri Hoc (Constitutional Law and 

Political Science), Saigon,,19?67 
- Frequent newspaper and magazine articles on Government 

reform. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE
 

IN CHARGE OF RELATIONS WITH THE NATIONAL ASSRIB:Y 

Profession: University Professor  

   

Education:
 
- Doctor of Law, Saigon University, 1965  

  

Former positions:
 
- Officer, RVNAF, 1951-1958  
- Executive Officer, National .Assembly,1958-1963  
- General Manager, Council of Notables, 1963-1964
 
- Director of Cabinet, Prime Minister's Office, 1964-1965
 
- Deputy Commissioner General of Intefior, 1965-1966
 
- Profeshor of Political and Administrative ociences,  

National Institute of-Administration, Saigon' 1966-1967
 
- Special Commissioner for Administrative Affairs, July 1966  

to November 9, 1967  

Decorations: 
- Chuong My Boi Tinh- (Merit Medal) 1st Class 

Publications: 
- Doctoral dissertation La Democratie-en Asie 

. 814-



FOREIGN AFFAIRS
 

  

Profession: Doctor of Medicine 

     

Education: 
'- Doctor of Medicine, Paris University, France, 1931 

   

Fprmer positions:  
- Director, Military Medical Corps, 1951-1954 
- Leader of Viet Ham Delegat'ion to Geneva Cohference, 1954 
- Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Ngo dinh Diem Government, 

1954-1955
 
- Deputy Prime Minister in the Phan huy Quat Government, 1965 

Present nosition:  
- Minister of Foreign AffaIrs in the Nguyen cao. Ky government, 

June 1965; consecutively in the Nguyen van Loc Government, 
9 November 1966 

Associations, Clubs., Unions: 
- President, Anti Tuberculosis League, since 1956 
- Presiaent, Vietnamese Msdical Association, since 1957 
- President, Asociation for Assistance to Flood Victims in 

Central Vietnam, 1964. 
- Honorary Chairman, Vi'etnam Veterans Association 
- Honorary Chairman, Association for the Protection of Orphans 
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DEFENSE 

  

Professidn: Military Off ier-

    

   

  

- Baccalaureate, II Part, Hanoi 1938 
- Studies of Economy and Social Welfare, Hanoi University, 1940 
-. Graduated Chief of Staff, Paris, 1951 

  

Former positions: 
- Chief of Military Cabinet for Chief of State Bao Dai 
- C-ommander of Coastal Regions 
- Concurrently General Inspector ofDilitary Expenses and 

Chief of the General Joint Staff, ARVN 
- Political exile in France 1954-1963 
- Chief of Quang Trung Training Center 
- Chief of the Central Training Center 
- Chief of General Joint Staff ARVE 
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ITERIOR 

Profession: Military Officer (Lieutenant General) RWTAF
 

     

   

Education: 
- Baccalaureate, II Part, Albert Sarraut High School, Hanoi 
- Graduate, Tong Officers School, North Vietnam, 1940 
- Graduate, Higheq School of Staff, Paris, 1953 
- Graduate, Staff and Command College, Fort Leavenworth, USA, 1958 

  

Former positions: 
- Commander, IV Military District - 1955-1958 
- Chief of Staff, Special Hilitary Staff, Defense Ministry, 

1959-1950
 
- Deputy Chief of Joint General Staff for Logistics Affairs, 

1961-62 
- .Commander, 22nd Infantry Division, 1963-1964  
- Director, Directorabe of Military Security - 1965  
- Minister of Information and Psychological Warfare in the  

Phan buy Quat Government, from February to June 1965
 
- Chief of Staff, RVNAF, 1965-1966
 
- Commissioner General of National Security in Nguyen cao Ky
 

Government April 1966-November 1967 

Decorations: 
- Coimnander of National Order of Vietnam, 1955 
- Knight of National Order of Vietnam, 1952 
- Officer of National Order of Vietnam, 1955 
- Grand Officer of the National Order of Vietnam, 1964 
- Army Distinguished Service Order, 1st class 
- Chuong My (Merit), Ist class, 1964 
- kCit6tions, Armed Forces level 
- 1 Citation, Corps level with Gallantry Cross 

Special Remarks:  
- new Ministry combines National Police and local governm6nt  

affairs  
- announced program places equal emphasis on security and
 

provincial administrative reform.  
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JUSTICE  

 

Profession: Lawyer  

  	    
 

   

Education:  
- Licentiate in Law, Hanoi, 1952
 

Marital status: Married. 	 6 children 

Former positions:  
- Director of Tay Ho Private School, Da Nang, 1952-1954
 
- Da Nang City Counsellor, 

- Substitute Presiding Judge, Tribunal of the First  

1953-1954
 
- Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Interior, 1954
 
- Director of Political Affairs, Ministry of Interior, 1955  
- Judge in Pleiku, Kontum, Central Vietnam, 1955-1960  

Instance, Saigon., 1960-1965
 
- Vice Chairman of the People/Military Council, 1966-1967
 
- Chairman of the Committee for Drafting Electoral Laws,  

1967. 
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ECOHOIY 

Profession: Agromist 

  

Education: 
- Degree Agronomy Engineer, Toulouse, France'- 1956 

  

Former positions: 
- Specialist at the Directorate General of Planning, 

1956-1959
 
- Specialist at the Directorate Generalfor Budget and Foreign 

Aid, 1959 
- Technical Director, Sugar Companies of Binh Duong, Tay 

Hoe, Quang Kgaf - 1959-1961 1 
- Director of Program, Directorate General of Budget and-

Foreign Aid, 1962-1963 
- Assistant to the Minister of Finance, concurrently, 

Chairman Sugar Companies Binh Duong, Tuy Hoa, .Qnang Ngai,
1964 

- Cormiissioner General of Economy and Finance, 1965
 
-- Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister, 1966.
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-FIN'ANCE 

 . 

Pr:6fession: Public Administiator 

   	    

Religion-. C5nfucilin 

 	  

Former positions:  
- Customs _Clerk, 1940-19?5-
- Senior Clerk, Residence of France in Cambodia, 1945-1948 
- Assistant Administrator, Government of Vietnam, Saigon, 

1948-61 -
- Administratqt-; Super pass - Director Genetal for Budget 

and Foreign Aid, 161-1963 
- Commissioner of Finance, 1963-1964 
- Director General of Budght and Foreign Aid, 1965-1967 

Special Remarks:  
- serves concurrently as irectpr General of Budget and 

Foreign Aid, in which capacIjy he reports directly to 
the President.  
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EDUCATION AND CULTURE.
 

 

Profession: Lawyer 

  
 

 

Education: 
-- Degree Doctor of Law, Paris' 

- Advanced Studies onSciences/Economics/Social Sciences, 
Paris, 1958 

  

Former positions:  
- Specialist, National Ban; of Vietnam 
- Professor, Faculty of Lay, Saigon 
- Professor, .NI. Saigon 
- Dean of Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, Can The University 
- Member of the Board, National Bank of Vietnam 
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REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMET 

Profession: Military Officer 

  

   

  

Former positions: 
- Private Schools, 1940-1950 
- Military Training Course (Session I, in Ran Dinh), 1951 
- Director of Vietnam Military Academy and Editor of the 

Military Review, 1952-1965  
- Commissioner General of Information and Open Arms,
 

1965-1967 

-Publications: 
- Mien Cao Ngiyen: Cac Sac Toc Thuong (The Highlands -

The Ethnic Minorities) 
- Vai Tro Quan Doi o Cac Nuoc A Phi (The Role of the Army 

in the Asian-African Nations) 
- Canh Tan Trong Lien Tue Lich Su (The Renovation in the 

Continuity of History) 



(,  

OPEN ARMS 


 

Profession: Public Administrator 

   
 

Education: 
- Graduate of Oxford (London) in PoliticalSciences 

  

Former positiohs: 
- -Esso Technician 

- Commissioner of Labor in Ky Government 
- Special Assistant to Prime Minister Ky 
- Cofmmissioner of Social Welfare in the Ky Government. 
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PUBLIC -WORKS
 

 

Profession: Civil Engineer  

  

Education: 
- Government Civil Engineer (Ponts & Chaussees), Paris,

1958 -
- Engineer, School of Petroleum Refinery and Motors, 

Paris, 1958 

  

Former positions:  
- Chief of Service, Ministry of Public Works, 1960-1963 
- Chief of Service, in charge of Oil Refinery, Ministry 

of Economy, 1963 
- Assistant Director General of Planning, 1964-1965 
- Director General of Highways, Ministry of Public Works, 

1966-1967 



COMM,21UNICATION AND TRANSPORTATION
 

  

Profession: Civil Engineer  

  

Education: 
- Government Civil Engineer - Inmenieur des Ponts-et-

Chaussees, Paris, 1960 

   

   

Former positions: 
- Engineer, An Hoa-Nong Son Industrial Complex, 1961-1966 
- Technical Director,-An Hoa Bong Son Industrial Complex,

1966-1967 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Profession: Doctor of Medicine  

 	   
)  

 

Education:  
- Doctoi of Medicine, Hanoi Uhiiveitsity, 1951 
- Attended the Flight Surgeon Course at Randolph Air 

Force Base Texas, 1956 

Former positions: 
- ArMyHedical Corps (1st Lieutenant), 1951 
- Senior Doctor,'20th Battalion, 1951 
- Senior Doctor, 75th Battalion, 1953 
- Physician (Captain)concurrently Assistant to Snior 

Surgeon V0 Tanh Military Hospital, 1953-1954 
- Physician, Chi Lang ilitary Hospital, 1954-1955 
- Senior Surgeon, Nguyen Hue and GiaiPhong Operations, 

1955  
- Senior Surgeon, Air Force-Hospital, 1956 
- Senior Surgeon, Flight Personnel Medical Center, 1957 
- Senior Surgeon (Major) RVN Air Force, 1959 
- Lieutenant Colonel, September 1964 
- Commissianer for -Youth and Sports in the Phan huy Quat 

Goverhment . February 19'5 
- Comissioner.for Vet6erails Affairs in the Nguyen cao Yq 

Government, 1arch. 1, 1966-November 1967 

Decorations, Awards: 
- Iight of the National Order of Vietnam 
-, Air Force Distinguithed Service Order, 2nd Class 
- Gallantry Cross with Golden Star 
- Gallantry Cross with Silver Star 
- Armed-Forces -Honor Medal 
- Staff Service Honor Medal, 1st Class 
- Techniical Se'rvice 'Honor Medal 
- Good Conduct Medal 
- Vietnam Campaign Medal (1945-1§54 and 1960) 
- Armed Forces Service Medal 



Dr. Hong 

Decorations, Awards (coatinued) 
- Air Service idedal 
- Chuong My (erit) Medal, 1st Class 
- Police Honor Medal 
- Labor Medal 
- Van Phi Medal (Republic of China) 

Associations, Clubs: 
- Charter Member, Hoi HEa Si Tre Vietnam (Vietnam 

Association of Young Painters), 1956 
- Honorary -President, loi GioiQhoi (Outdoors Association), 

1967 
- Counselor, Ili Huong Dao Vietnam (Vietnam Boy Scouts 

Association) 
- Member, Selection Committee for Leadership Scholarships, 
- 1967 
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PUBLIC HEALTH
 

  

Profession; Doctor of Medicine 

 

   

Education: 
- Local Baccalaureate, Saigon, 19116 
- Non-Resident Doctor of Hospitals, 1946-1951 

*-	 Bospital Clinic at Saigon Hospital 
Lt. Medicine, 1st Battalion of Parachutists of Vietnam 
1952- 1 95h 

- Assistant ho Professor Marbureau at 2aigon Faculty 6-f 
Meaicine 

- Training at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris
 
- Medical Resident of Paris Hospitals
 
- Graduate in Hematology  
- Lecturer at Saigon Faculty of Medicine
 

   

Former positions: 
- Chief of Medical Clinic Service, Saigon 

Commissioner for Health, in the Uguyen cao Ky governmen; 
1966-1957 -
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SOCIAL IEARE AND REFUGEES 

 

Profession: Doctor of Medicine 

Date and place of birth:  , Eanoi, North Vietnam 

  

Education: 
- Degree Medicine Doctor, Nava) Healthe Bordeaux, France
 

1956, Specialist - Tropical Medicine  

Former position: 
- Doctor of Medicine, ARV2T, 1957-1966 
- Cormmissioner for Anti-Communist Refugees- in Nguyen cao ICY 

Government., 1966-1957 

- 99 -

jmenustik
Rectangle

jmenustik
Rectangle

jmenustik
Rectangle



E'ETIC DEVELOPMENT'
 

  

Professioni Teacher  

	   
  

Education : 
- High School Diplona, 1945 

   	  

Former positions: 
- School teacher, 1943-1948 
- 1
Director of Elementary School of-Kontum, 1948- 963 
- Deputy Province Chief, Knntum, 1963-1965 -

- Special Commissioner for Montagnards Affairs in the 
Yy Government 

Publication s: 
- Various brochures and newspaper articles on the 

Montagnards 
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LABOR  


 

Profession: Professor  

   

   

Education: 
- Military Pharmacist, Hanoi University, 1946-1950 
- MBA - Business Administration, Harvard-Uiiversity, 

1954-1956 

   

Former position: 
- Professor of Business Administration, Dalat University 
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EXECUTIVE AFFAIRS 

 

Profession: Lawyer and Foreign Service Officer 

      
 

Education:  
- Licentiate in Law
 
- Advanced Studies in Private Law (Doctorate)  
- Advanced Studies in Public Law (Doctorate)  

   

Former positions: 
- Counselor, Vietnamese Embassy, Tokyo 
- Other posts in Foreign Service 
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AGPICULTURE AID LAUD REFORM 

Profession: Agronomist 

    

   

Education:  
- Agronomy Engineer, Institute National Agronomique,  

Paris, 1954  
- Engineer of Tropical Agronomy, Ifogent-sur-Marne, Paris,  

1955-


  

Former positions: 
- Chief, fotanic Division - Center of Scientific Research 

Department of National Education, 1955 
- Deputy Director, Center of Scientific Research, Depart­

ment of Rational Education, 1956 
- Technical Director, General Commissariate for Land 

Development, 1957 
- Secretary General, Rural Department, 1962 
- Foreign Aid Director, Directorate General of Budget and 

Foreign Aid, 1963 
- Director Higher School of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Animal Husbandry, Saigon, 190 
- Assistant to the Economy and Finance Minister, 1966 
- Assistant to the Senior ACdvisor to the Prime Minister 

Ky, 1967 
- Professor, Higher School of Agriculture, Forest and 

Animal Husbandry, Saigon, 1967 -

Publications: 
- Canh tac ve to soi (Fiber Crops Cultivation), 1959 
- Nong hoc dai cuong (An Outlidie of Agronomy), National 

Education Department, iO 7 -
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Republic of Vietnam  
Office of the  

Prime Minister  

20-SL-TC  

PRIME MINISTER,  

- Considering the Constitution promulgated on 1 April, 
1967; 

- Considering Decree No. 005-TT/sL of 9 November 1967 
governing the establishment of the Government; 

- Considering Decree No. 188-TC of 18 September 1965 
fixing the organization of the Ministry of Finance; 

- Considering Decree Law No. 019/SLU of 3 September 1966 
fixing the statute of finance and national accounting and 
local administration communities; 

- Considering the recommendation of the Minister for 
Finance. 

DECREES:
 

Art.1 - This hereby establishes the-Central Accounting 
Office placed under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry 
for Finance. 

Art. 2 - The Central Accounting Office is placed under 
the direction of a Director General and is responsible for 
implementing all provisions defined in Chapter 12 of 
Article 47 in Decree-law No. 019/SLU issued on 3 September 
1966. 

Art 3 - The Director General of the Central Accounting 
Office is appointed by decree of the Prime Minister upon 
recommendation of the Minister for Finance. 
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Art. 4 - The organization and operations of the Central 
Accounting Office will be defined subsequettly by an 
arrete of the Minister for Finance.  

Art. 5 - The Minister for Finance, and the Secretary of 
State at the Prime Minister's Office are charged, each as 
to that which concerns him, with the execution of this 
decree. 

This decree will be published in the Official Journal of 
the V.N. Republic.  

Saigon, 28 February 1968
 

s/ Lawyer Nguyen van Loc 
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TIM -NOTARY IN-VIET NA... 

In the Republic of Viet Nam there are presently four  
confirmed and three aprobationary notaries, and a staff 
of forty-five clerks. They are appointed and supervised 
by the Minister of Justice. 

There are two Notary effices: one in Saigon (which.also 
functions for the residents of Cholon) and one in Can Tho. 
The latter -is conducted by clerks under the'direction of a 
Notary in Saigon-who goes there once a month to sign 
documents as necessary. This is the only provincial office, 
although it has been planned to establish one at Dalat. In 
all areas other than Saigon/Cholon and Can Tho, the responsi-
bilities of the Notary are performed by the Village Chief. 

Notaries are authorized to certify to contracts of sale, 
powers of attorney, wills, the establishment of companies, 
and adoptions. 

It -is common practice for Notaries to give advice on the 
form of documents certified. 

The fixed salaries of confirmed notaries are based on an-
index of 1,0003 plus an emolument of 3% of the income of the' 
office 'in excess of VN$i,000,000 monthly. This emolnment 
averages VN$13,000monthly-foreach confirmed notary. 
Probationary notaries' salaries are based on an index of 430. 
The Notary Director, in addition to his salary, receives -
VN$1,000 monthly. I 
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Republic of Viet-Nain  
Ministry of Defense  
No. 1010/AP/NC/3
 

Saigon, February 21, 1968
 

Director of Cabinet 

To: 	 Directors of Cabinet of the President, Vice President, Prime  
Minister's Office and all Ministries.  

Sirs:  

The Ministry of Defense is taking charge of military training and  
arming all civil servants, from 45 yearq old downwards with the  
view that:  

- Civil servants will themselves provide security for 
their offices. 

- They are ready to participate in the Civil Defense organ-
ization of their residences, as well as to assist the 
government in disturbances and disasters. 

This 	program of activity is ppojected as follows:  

a. Training  

- We will begin the training of civil servants, especially 
in Saigon, on March 4, 1968. In provinces, the training 
will begin at a later date. 

- The training program will be divided into two phases: 
50% of all civil servants will be trained in each  
phase. Trainees will be away from their offices for  
seven consecutive days.  

- Grouping of trainees: In order to facilitate training 
and weapons firing practice, trainees will be grouped 
into units of 150 men. 

- Every unit will be in charge of a group of military 
trainers. Training location will be fixed by the 
Ministries, possibly on the office grounds or any 
convenient place. 
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Page 2 

b. Armament  

- Civil servants will be armed by the Ministry of 
Interior with a ratio of one weapon for three 
people. 

In order that this program will be realized within the  
time projected, we request you to establish and convey to  
our office before February 27, 1968:
 

a. A list of civil servants under 45 years of age who  
are designed to attend the training in the two phases  
(50% for,each phase-). If the number of trainees is  
more than 150, it should be grouped into -units as  
mentioned above, and into groups if less than 150.
 

b. Place of training chosen by your office.  

c. The number of civil servants under 45 years old for  
the armament.  

These documents should be sent to the Ministry of Interior,  
with copies to the Ministry of Defense and the General Staff  
for information.  

Signed,  

Huynh Van Dao  
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Office of the Prime Minister  

Decree No. 2O-SL/V fixing the general organization of the 
Ministry of Interior.  

The Prime Minister,  

DECREES:
 

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior placed-under thedirect  
supervision of the Minister of Interior, is composed of the  
following agencies:  

1. Central agencies  

- Office of the Minister  
- Planning Bloc 
- Administration Bloc  
- Inspection Bloc  
- Consultant Section  

2. Dependent agencies  

- The Directorate General of National Police  
- The Dir6ctorate of Rehabilitation -
- The-Directorate of Relecommunications  

Art. 2 - The Office of the Minister is placed under the super-
vision of a Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of 
Cabinet, 4 charges de Mission, 4 attaches de Cabinet, and 1 
private secretary. The Special Office is under the direction 
of a chief of Cabinet. 

The Director of Cabinet assists the Minister in the direction  
of the Ministry of Interior.  
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Art. 3 - The Planning Bloc is placed under the supervision 
of a Secretary-General. It includes 5 Services: 

- Political Service 
- Control Service 
- Planning Service -
- Research Service 
- Entrance, Exit and Immigration Service 

Art. 4 - The Administration Bloc is placed under the super-
vision of a Director assisted by a Deputy Director. It 
includes 4 Services: 

- Training Service 
- Personnel Service 
- Accounting and Budget Service 

Administration Service 

Art. 5 - The Inspection Bloc is placed under the supervision 
of a Chief Inspector assistbd by a deputy Chief Inspector. 
It includes 6 Inspectors and 15 Controllers. The Chief Inspector 
has the rank of a Director of a large size Directorate, the 
deputy Chief Inspection and the Inspectors have the rank of a 
Director of a small size Directorate and Controllers have the 
rank of Chief of Service. -

Art. 6 - The Consultant Section includes 3 to five consul-
tants placed under the supervision of a chief of Consultant 
Section who has the rank of a Director of a large size 
Directorate. The Consultant member - if he is a government 
official - has the rank of -a -Director of a small size Directo-
rate, and - if he is a non-government official - his salary 
will be fixed in the contract. 

Art. 7 -. The Directorate of Rehabilitation is -placed under 
the supervision of a Director assisted by a deputy Director. 
It includes the following services: 

- Main office 
- Administration-Service 
- Welfare Service 
- Rehabilitation Service 
- Technical Service 
- Inspection Team (5 controllers). Controllers have the 
rank of Chief of Service, 

no  



Art. 8 - The Minister of Interior will issue an Arrete 
determining the details of organization and functions of  
central agencies of the Ministry and the Directorate of  
Rehabilitation.  

Art. 9.- Provisionally, the organization and functions of 
the'Directorate General of National Police and the'Directorate 
of Telecommunications previously defined in separate texts, 
remain unchanged. 

Art. 10'- Any provisions contrary to this Decree arerepealed.  

Art. 11 - All ministers, Secretaries of State, Deputy 
Secretaries of State and the Secretary of State at the Prime 
Minister's office are charged respectively with the execution 
of this decree. 

Saigon, 22 Nov. 1967
 

s/ Lawyer Nguyen -van Loc 
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Republic of Viet Tam 

Office of the Prime Minister  

Decree No. 19-SL/NV datedw22 November 1967 defining the 
fuictions of the Minister for the Interior. 

The Prime Minister,
 

- Considering the Constitution of the Republic of Vietnam  
of April 1, 1967,
 
- Considering decree No. 005-a/TT/sL of 9 Nov. 1967 fixing
 
the composition of the government,
 

DECREES: 

Art. 1 - This hereby defines the functions of the Minister 
for the Interior: 

A. Security  

- coordinate with the National Security Council and the 
interested.-Ministriesabout the implementation of policy and  
lines of action of the President and the Government relatiire  
to security and internal administration; apply necessarymeasures  
to maintain order, to strengthen security throughout the country;  

compile and.8xplore information and data relative to  
nternal security;  

- exterminate the enemy infrastructure, cooperate with 
interested Ministries to adhieve pacification operation and 
rural construction; 
- wor out and execute general policy on entrance and exit 
of Vietnam territory, control the immigration of aliens and 
their activities, the use, import-and export of various types 
of weapons, the activities of political parties, organizations. 
and associations;  
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- ,organize, administer, direct and supervise national 
police forces.  

B. Administration  

- - study, establish, administer, improve, strengthen Pnd 
control local administrative structures from village level 
up in line with the promotion of democratic and organizational 
innovations, 
- provide support to local administrative structures -i'f the 
field of communications' people's organization control 0o 
resources, 
- carry out laws and regulations concerning elections and 
maintain liaison with elected bodies from central down to 
Villagelevel, 
- modify the boundaries of local administrative units, 
- administer faciliiies (personnel, budget-, materials) of 
the Ministry and its dependent agencies and local adminis-
trative structures, payment authorizing officer by delegation 
in the National Budget with respect to expenditures chargeable 
to the Ministry budget, 
- make regular inspection tours to control, sgpervise, 
assist and clean up the rank of local administrative personnel, 
eliminate corrupt practices among therank of administrative 
officials, -
- -trainand organize training courses for administrative 
cadres to increase efficiency, -
- exercise the-right of establishing statutes and the  
'internal organization of the Ministry, exercise the right
 
of surveillance -over aininistrative communities with respect  
to the right to enter into contractsand to institute legal  
proceedings in the name of the ministry,  
- apply legal procedures relative to expropriation of.  
properties to help governmental agencies to realize-programs,  
of public utility or military interest.'  

Art. 2 - Former agencies -

1. The Ministry of Security, excluding the Directorate of  
Research and the National Committee for Coordination of  
Intelligence Service, 

2. and,the Special Commission for Administration, is transferred 
to the Ministry of Interior with its entire personnel, office -
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(No. 41 Thong Yhat Avenue, No. -2 pguyen Hue and 16,4 TuDo 
Street)-budget, vehicles, materials and relevant documents. -

Art. 3 - The Directorcie of Research and the National 
Committee for coordination of Intelligence Service are placed 
under the Central Commission for Intelligence. 

Art. 4 - Any provisions contrary to this decree, in particular 
the decree No. 66-NV dated 8 February 1952 fixing the functions 
of the Ministry of Interior, are repealed. 

Art, 5 - All Ministers, Secretaries of State, Deputy 
Secretaries of State, and Secretary of-State ab the Office  
of the Prime Minister are charged, each as to that which 
,concerns him, with the execution of this decree. 

This decree will be published in the Journal Official of the  
Republic of Viet Nam.  

Saigon, 22 'October 1967
 

s/'Nguyen van Loc -
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Republic of Viet Nam  
The Ministry of Interior  

Arrete No..8/BNV/ND dated November 25, 1967 governing the  
organization of the Interior Ministry  

The Minister of Interior,  

- Considering the Constitution of the Republic of Viet Nam  
dated April 1, 1967;
 
- Considering Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated November 9, 1967
 
fixing the composition of the government;  
- Considering Decree No. l9-SL/NV dated Novembet 28 fixing 
duty of the Minister of Interior;  
- Considering Decree No. 20-SL/NV dated November 22, 1967  
governing the general organization of the Ministry of Interior;  
- Considering Decree -No. 175-NV dated May 23, 1955 modified.
 
by preceeding docuMents fixing salary in kind and in cash -for
 
government officials;  
- Considering official business-requirements;  

ARRETE:  

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior is directed by the 
Minister of Interior and.d-consists ofjthe following agencies: 

I. 	 Central agencies 
- The Cabinet of the Minister 
- The Directorate of Planning 
- The Directorate of Administrative Affairs 
- The Directorate of Inspection 
- The consultative Committee 

II. 	'Subordinate agencies 
- The Directorate General of National Police 

--	 The Directorate of Rehabilitation  
- The Directorate of Telecommunication.  
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COLUMT I 

The Cabinet of the Minister  

Art. 2 - The Cabinet of the Minister is directed by a 
Director of Cabinet who is assisted by a Chief of Cabinet, 
four Charges of Mission, four Cabinet Attaches and private 
Secretary. The special Cabinet is directed by a Chief of 
Cabinet.  

The Director of Cabinet assists the Minister of Interior in  
all problems concerning the direction of the Ministry.  

The.Cabinet of the Minister is composed of seven (7) Bureaus, 
each directed by a.chief of Bureau: 

- Main Secretariat 
- Bureau of Press 
- Bureau of Communication 
- Bureau of Internal Security 
- Bureau of Information 
- Bureau of Map and Briefing 
- Bureau of Mail. 

COLUMN II 

The Directorate of Planning 

Art. 3 - The Directorate of Planning is directed by a 
Secretary General and consists of five Services as follows: 

- Service of Political affairs 
- Service of Control 
- Service of Planning 

Service of'Research 
- Service of Exit-Entrance and Immigration 

Art. 4 - The Service of Political affairs is directed by a 
chief of Service and consists of four Bureaus, each of them 
is directed by a chief of Bureau. 

- Bureau of General Political Affairs 
- Bureau of Internal affairs 
- Bureau of Synthesis and Statistics 
- Bureau of Security Measures. 
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Art. 5 - The Service of Control is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of the two following Bureaus, each 
directed by a chief of Bureau. -

- Bureau of People's Groups and Associations 
- Bureau of administrative security 

Art. 6 - The Service of Planning is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each directed by a 
chief of Bureau.  

- Bureau of Planning 
- Bureau of Elected Bodies 
- Bureau of Foreign Aid. 

Art. 7 - The Service of Research is directed by a chief of 
Service and consists of three Bureaus, each of them is directed 
by a chief of Bureau. 

- Bureau of Research 
-, Bureau of Legislation 
- Bureau of Regional administrative affairs. 

Art. 8 - The Service of Exit-Entrance and Immigration is 
directed by a chief of Service and consists of five Bureaus-,-
each directed by a chief of Bureau. 

- Bureau of Exit for Vietnamese 
- Bureau of Exist for Aliens 
- Bureau of Entrance 
- Bureau of Immigration 
- Bureau of Coordination. 

COLUMN III  

The Directorate of Administration  

Art. 9 - The Directorate of Administration is directed by a 
Director and a Deputy Director who enjoys same privileges 
granted to-a -Director of a small size Directorate. It is 
composed of four following Services: -

- Service of Training 
- Service of Personnel 
- Service of Budget and Accounting 
- Service of Coordination. 
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Art. 10 - 'The Service of Training is directed by a chief 
of Service and composed of two Bureaus, each directed by a. 
chief of Bureau. 

- Bureau of Program and organization 
- Bureau of Training. 

In addition, the ,Service of Training consists of a training  
Center directed by the .chief of Service of Training.  

Art,. 11 - The Service of Personnel is directed by a chief 
of Service and composed of fbur Bureaus, each -directedby a 
chief-of Bureau. 

- Bureau of Central Personnel 
- Bureau of Local Personnel 
- Bureau of Police Personnel 
- Bureau of Personnel in the Directorates of Telecommuni-
cation and Rehabilitation. 

Art. 12 - The Service of Budget and Accounting is directed 
by a chief of Service and composed of five Bureaus, each 
directed by a chief of Bureau. 

- Bureau of Authorization of Expenditure 
- Bureau of Central Accounting 
- Bureau of Regional Accounting, 
- ,Bureau of Supply 
- Bureau of Internal Affairs 

Art. 13 - The Service of Administration is directed by a 
chief of Service and composed offour Bureaus, each directed 
by a chief of Bureau: 

- Bureau of General Administration 
- Bureau of Requisition and Confiscation 
- Bureau of Resources Control. 
- Bureau of Weapons Control. 
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COLUNN IV 

The Directorate of Inspection 

Art. 1l - The Directorate of Inspection is headed by a 
Senior Inspector who is assisted by a Deputy Inspector. 
It consists of six inspectors and fifteen controllers. 
Its office is directed by a chief of office and divided 
as follows: 

- Central Inspection team, consisting of one inspector 
and three controllers.  
- 1st Corps Inspection team, consisting of one inspector 
and three controllers. 
- 2nd Corps Inspection team, consisting of two inspectors 
and three controllers.  
- 3rd Corps Inspection team, Consisting of one inspector 
and three coiftrollers.  
- 4th Corps Inspection team, consisting of one inspector 
and -three controllers. 

Inspectors and controllers will alternate in carrying on the 
above-mentioned duty each quarter. 

The Senior Inspector enjoys same privileges granted to a 
Director of a large size Directorate; Deputy inspector and 
inspectors enjoy same privileges granted to.a Director of a 
small size Directorate; controllers enjoy that of a chief of 
Service.  

COLT2N V
 

The Consultative Committee 

Art. 15 - The Consultative is headed by a Chairman-and 
composed of three to five consultants, The Chairman of the 
Consultative Committee enjoys same privileges granted to a 
Director of a large size Directorate. Governmeht officials 
serving as consultants enjoy privileges granted to a Director 
of a small size Directorate; Civilian Chairman and consultants 
enjoy salary fixed in the contracts. 
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General Article  

Art. 16 - An Arrebe from the Minister of Interior will fix 
detailed duties of the above-mentioned agencies. 

Art. 17 - The organization and duty of the Directorates, 
of National Police and Telecommunications is temporarily 
unchanged. The organization and duty of the Directorate 
of Rehabilitation will be fixed in another Arrete. 

Art. 18 - Other articles and items that are not in 
accordance with that of this Arrete are abolished. 

Art. 19.- The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Interior take charge of carrying outiis 
Arrete as far as their duties are concerned.  

Saigon, November 25, 1967
 

s/ Linh quang Vien 

Annex: 

The Director of Cabinet  

s/ Chu ngoc Lien  

Copy: 

The Director of Administration 

s/ Bui hun Kien 
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Decree No. lo/BNV/ND dated November 27, 1967 fixing the 
duty of agencies under the Jurisdiction of the Ministry  

of Interior.  

The Minister of Interior,  

- considering the Constitution of the Republic of Vietnam 

dated April 1, 1967, 
- considering Decree No. 5a/TT/SL dated Ilovember 9, 1967 
fixing thecomposition of the government, 
- considering Decree No. l9/SL/NV dated November 22, 1967 
fixing the function of the Minister of Interior, 
- considering Decree No. 20-SL/NV dated November 22, 1967 

governing generally the organization of the Ministry of 

Interior, 
- considering Arrete No. 8/BNV/ND dated November 25, 1967
 
fixing the organization of agencies under the jurisdiction  

of the Ministry of Interior,  
- considering Decree No. 175/NV dated May 23, 1955, modified  

by succeeding documents fixing the salary in kind and in cash  

for government officials,
 
- considering the requirement of official affairs,
 

ARRETE:  

Art. 1 - The Ministry of Interior is composed of the 

following agencies: 

I. Central Agencies: 

- The Cabinet of the Minister 
- Directorate of Planning 
- Dirdctorate of Administration 
- Directorate of Inspection 
- -Committee for Consultation 

II. Subordinate Agencies 

- Directorate General of National Police 
- Directorate of Rehabilitation 
- Directorate of Telecommunication. 
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Art. 2 - The above-mentioned agencies' responsibility is 
assigned as followsi 

Art. 3 - The Cabinet of the Minister: 

Bureau 1: Main Secretariat  

- Prepare and distribute general directives of the Minister, 
- Keep lMinisterial Council's, Government Council's and 
other high rank Council's files, 
- Explore and keep meeting records,  
- Follow up the execution of the Ministerial Council's,  
the government council's and other -high rank council's 
decision, 
- Award decoration and letter of commendation to outstanding 
officials,  
- Official mission and visiting tour,  
- Qelebration and reception,  
- Keep top secret in and out official correspondence and  
code, 
- Give consideration to individual's requests and complaints,  
- Keep files and archives,  
- Keep records on change over-of the Ministry's central  
agencies, 
- Handle internal problems 'eoncerning social welfare, women,  
co-operatives and health,  
- Send employees to attend ceremonies,  
- Administer the Ministry's internal library.  

Bureau 2. Press  

- Scan daily newspaper
 
- Prepare press conferences  
- Explore news from information bulletins from home and  
foreign newspapers and magazines concerning the Ministry of
 
Interior,
 
- Maintain liaison with domestic press broadcasting stations,  
television stations, news agency, motion picture centers to  
distribute information concerning the Ministry's-activities,  
- Handle deposit of duty copies of book and magazines.  

Bureau 3. -Communication  

- Receive and dispatch the Ministry's messages  
- Operate radio and telegraph communication system between  
the Ministry and provinces, 
- Operate teletype system. 

- 123 -



From the technical and personnel management point.of view,  
the Bureau of Cominication is placed under the jurisdiction  
of the Directorate of Telecommunication.  

Bureau-4. Internal Security  

- Administer guard duty for the Ministry headquarters and  
the Minister's residence,  
- Provide escoit and body guard to the Minister,  
- Take preventive measure against leakage 6r abstraction  
of secret information,  
- Make reports on daily situation.  

Bureau 5. Informationr 

- Receive the people coming to theMinist'ry, 
- Receive applications, requests and dossiers submitted 
by the people and transmit them to the Ministry's Services 
or agencies under the jurisdiction of the Ministry, 
- Instruct the people coming to the Ministry on prbeedures 
necessary to obtain papers from the Ministry, assist them 
effectively in making requests, 
- Get in touch with the Ministry's agencies to solve the 
people's problemseffectively and rapidly. 
- Introdude the interdsted parties to other Ministry and-
agencies being under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of _ 
Interior if their requests fall within the competence of these  
agencies.  

Bureau 6. Maps and 'Briefing 

- Compile and update maps concerning political activities,  
- Explore and make use of statistical statements concern-
ing political and security activities,  
- Prepare speeches and consolidate-briefings ofthe  
Minister,  
- Organize meetings at the Ministry with the coordination  
of concerned agencies.  

Bureau 7. Official Correspondence 

-. Receive, submit, and distribute incoming cassified and 
undlassified official correspondeice, 

Submit for signature, give number, keep records of and 
send outgoing classified and unclassified official correspondence, 
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-' Keep record of documents issued by the government, 
- General official business (establish guard duty, on-duty 
lists, type and mimeograph official correspondence...) 

Art. 4 - Directorate of Planning 

1. Service of Political Affairs  

Bureau 8. General Political Affairs 

- General political affairs concerning the Ministry of 
Interior, 
- Problems concerning the International Control Commission 
(ICC), 
- Treaty and international conference,
 
- Political problems concerning neighboring countries,  
- International political problems concerning-domestic  
activities.and security, 
- The demilitarized zone,
 
- Release of prispner of war,
 
-- Political refugee,
 
- Special state: state of emergency, curfew and state of
 
war... 
- Contribute political ideas on drafting of standing 
operation documents,  
- Contribute ideas on politileal activities of political  
groups.  

Bureau 9. Internal Political Affairs 

- Follow up political activities of political groups, 
religious sects, unions, associations student groups and  
ethnic minorities,  
- Study and formulate government's policy governing  
political groups,
 
- Keep liaison with political groups,
 
- Study supply of means of activity to political groups,  
- Political activibies concerning foreigners,  
- Vietnamese political groups in foreign couAtries,  
- Set up personal files of individuals considered as  
remarkable in the field of politic,  

-,125 -



t - Follow up the government's political organizations
activities,  
- Pay'attention to activities of press and magazines, 
- Handle matters concerning press and magazines, 
- Gather news from information bulletins from home and 
foreign newspapers and magazine concerning the political 
state inside the country, 
- Censor books. and films. 

Bureau 10. Synthesis and Statistics  

- Gathering daily reports on var situation to follow up 
the enemy's and the Allies' activities throughout the country,  
- Gathering and exploring periodic reports from other 
agencies for the examination of local -political situation,  
- Publishing periodic or special synthetized statements 
for studying the domestic political condition, 
- rollowing up results of pacification activities, 
- Handling prisoners of war and defectors, 
- Making general statistics of political and security 
problems, 
- Preparing, showing and updating- maps of the original 
inhabitants and religions (coordinate with the Bureau of Maps), 
- Studying the enemy's policy, plan and program of action, 
then working out counter-measures, 
- Working out measures to destroy the enemy's infrastructure, 
- Examine good-points and shortcomings of anti-communist 
.programs so that we can improve them in time. 

Bureau 11. Security measures 

- Security commitee, 
- Handle matters concerning operation of rehabilitation 
centers, 
- Execute deportation sentences, 
- Prohibit illegal residence, 
- Anti hooligan campaign,  
- Handle mctters- concerning administrative tand judiciary 
police, 
- Infiingements of laws such as: smuggling, unauthorized 
transfer of funds... 
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2. Service of Control:  

Bureau 12. Groups and Associations  

- Issue basic doduments concerningnunions, religious  
sects, associations,.civil groups.-..  
- Follow up activities of the mentioned groups,  
- Control activities of the horse racing association,  
- Establish cards and documents of associations-unions -and  
connected persons,  
- Report of activities of unions and associations,  

Bureau 13. Administrative Security  

- Study and apply measures to preserve national secrecy, 
- Study security measures for State-run enterprises,  
mixed ownership enterprises and other key installations of 
the nation, 
- Study and apply measures of anti-sabotage, anti-
terrorism and anti-material and psychological sabotage in 
governmental agencies, 
- Train and instruct civil servants, cadres, and personnel 
of all levels to be aware of their responsibilities in  
secrecy preservation and in proper application of these  
measures,  
- Conduct administrative investigation,  
- Provide security to state guests, statesmen, and very  
improtant persons.  

3. Service of Planning 

Bureau,14. Plannting  

- Makes study of programs and lines of action for the 
Ministry of Interior according to the government's policy, 
- Prepares plans for implementation of the Ministry's 
programs of action and follows up such implementation so that 
necessary measures for improvement may be initiated, 
- Provides general coordination of all activities of the  
Ministry's component agencies,  
- Works out statutes governing religions and pblitical
 
groups,
 
- Makes-plans to eliminate corruptionand to improve working
 
method,
 
- Prepares periodic reports on the activities of the Ministry.
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Bureau 15. Elected Bodies 

- Carries oust electorial laws and regulations and 
organizes elections and referendums,.  
- Keeps liaison with and follows up activities of elected 
bodies: National assembly,'local councils, etc... 
- Assigns personnel to supervise election booths, 

Bureau 16. Foreign Aid 

- Studies, implements and controls foreign aid programs 
withl a viev to support local admidistrative structure,  
- Keeps liaison with Foreign agencies. 

4. Service of Research 

Bureau 17. Research 

- Studies plans to improve organizations and general 
operating methods of the Ministry's headquarters, component 
agencies and other administrative establishments. 

Bureau 18. Legislation 

- makes studies of legislative documents and administrative  
regulations;  
- hanides problems of administrative disputed claims.  

Bureau 19. Local -Administration 

- makes studies of general problems relative to local  
administration for efficiency and implffiatib prose,  
- studies and sets up local administrative structures: the  
capital, cities, provinces, district, canton, village and
 
hamlet,
 
- . sets up and modifies the boundaries of the .capital, cities,  
provinces, district, canton, village, and hamlet,  
- updates maps and bibliographies of administrative units,  
- follows up, urges and,controle activities of regional 
administrative structures,  
- exercises the right of surveillance over local admin-
istrative groups,  
- - calls periodic meetings.of province chiefs.  
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5. Service of Enrbance and Erit and Eimigrstion 

This Service is placed unler the Minister's jurisdiction. 

Bureau 20. E it of Vietnamese 

- Administers exib of Viebnamese people, 

Bureau 21. Exit of Aliens 

- Administers exit of Aliens. 

Bureau 22. Entrance 

- Administers entrance of aliens into Vietnam, 
- Administers entrance of Vietnamese from abroad, 
- Administers security clearance for students going abroad, 

Bureau 23. Immisration 

- Administers aliens' immigration, 
- Controls Aliens' activities,
 
- Deportation and extradition,  
- Administers naturalization of local-born Chinese.  

Bureau 24. Coordination  

- Studies, prepares, follows-up and revises basic documents  
and regulations governing aliens' nationality,exit, entrance  
and'immigration; 
- Controls, coordinates, and harmonizes activities of 
dependent sections of the Services of Exit-Entrance and 
Imnigration,
 
- Handles correspondence of records of the Services of 
Exit-Entrance and Immigration.
 

Art. 5 - Directorate of Administrative Affairs
 

1. Service of Training 

Bureau 25. Program and Organization 

- makes plans for training and in-service training of 
administrative personnel of all levels: central province, 
district, village and hamlet,  
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- organizes administrative seminars, 
- sets up and controls local training centers and in-
service training centers, 
- researches, prepares and distributes training documents 
and refresher documents, 
- translates documents, 
- use audio-visual equipment in conducting training courses, 
- organizes competitive examinations and graduate ceremonies. 

Bureau 26. Training  

- -testing and practicing,
 
- studies and consolidates reports on training activities  
from central and local training centers,  
- follows up students' study and living condition during 
the training period, 
- prepares and distributes training magazines,  
- handles problems concerning overseasin-service training,  
observation tours, attending international conferences,  
- conducts indoctrination course for officials and cadres.  

Training Center 

- central training center is stationed in Saigon and 
directed by the chief of Service of Training, 
- local training centers directed by Directors who enjoys 
same privileges granted to a chief of service takes charge -of 
training cadres of district, village and hamlet levels. 

2. Service of Personnel 

Bureau 27. Central Personnel  

- Manages administrative-personnel of the Ministry of 
Interior (regular-and non-regular personnel), 
- Controls the above-mentioned personnel on the problems 
of: appointment, transfer, promotion, disciplinary action, 
dismissal, leave, retirement and-posthumous allowances... 
- ' Drafts arretes, decisions, hiring contracts and recruit-
ment sheet concerning the.above mentioned personnel, 
- Retirement allowances, 
- Keeps personal files of the above mentioned personnel. 
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Bureau 2&. Local Personnel  

- appoints Prefect, Province Chiefs, Mayors, Prefecture 
Secretary General, Deputy Prefect, Deputy Province Chiefs, 
Deputy Mayors, District Chiefs and Deputy District Chiefs, 
- adinisters administrative personnel of the*Saigon 
prefect, cities, provinces, and districts on the problem of: 
transfer, disciplinary action) leave, efficiency reports, 
check list... 
- 1eeps the above mentioned personnel's personal files. 

Bureau 29. Police Personnel  

- administers regular and non-regular personnel of
 
National Police,
 
- recruits, transfers and admits personnel into career,
 
- handles personal rating, promotion and personnel
 
classification,
 
- administers personnel's resignation, career-returning,
 
and detachment,
 
- handles annual leave, retirement an4 leave without pay,
 
-. approves retirement pay, posthumous allowances and other
 
allowances,
 
- keeps personal files of personnel of the mentioned branch.  

Bureau 30. Rehabilitation and telecommunication personnel 

- Controls personnel of the Directorates of Rehabilitation 
and Telecommunications: appointment, transfer, promotion,
punishment, dismissal, leave, retirement, posthumous allowances.. 
- Checks and receives drafts of arretes, decisions, hiring  
contracts, recruitment sheets concerning the above-mentioned  
personnel,  
- Keeps the above-mentioned personnel's files.  

3. Service of Budget and Accounting 

Bureau 31. Budget and Expenditure Authorization  

- Prepares and implements the Ministry.'s budget,  
- .Follows up implementation of budget df the dependent  
agencies,  
- Sets up procedures confering authorization for expenditures 
and receipts,  
- Designates liquidating officers for the Ministry's budget  
chapters,  
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- Approves documents necessitating expenditures supported 
by the national budget, other subsidiary budgets and foreign 
aid budgets, 
- Provides financial supports to-elections,  
- Follows up implementation of foreign aid programs. 

Bureau 32. Central Accounting 

- Effects payment for personnel, materials, internal 
equipment, affairs and operating expenses of the Ministry 
of Interior,  
- Issues'travelling warrant, transportation authorization,  
hospitalization authorization to the Ministry's personnel, 
- Sets up, controls and gives discharge of advance funds. 

Bureau 33. Local Accounting 

- Delegates funds concerning local administrative programs  
to local administrative structures,  
- Takes charge of accounting for local structures on  
implementationof foreign aid programs,
 
- Visas travel orders, issues transportation and hospi-
talization authorizations to local personnel,  
- Provides financial supports and liquidation of expenses  
to Con Son Administrative Organization.  

Bureau 34. Supply  

- Purchases and administers materials used by thd central  
headquarters,  
- Certifies inventory of property and makes records of  
disposal materials,  
- Coordinates and harmonizes activities between central 
and local structures. 

Bureau 35. Internal Affairs 

- Handles internal affairs and vehicles of the'central 
headquarters.  

4. Service of Administration 

Bureau 36. General Administration 

- Issues plastic-covered identity cards family, 
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- Conttols the. inhabitants records, change of residence, 
organization of inter-families,  
- Performs census of population, 
- Takes charge of public developments, 
- Takes care of civil status and nationality,  
- Handles military service and transportation of military  
use items,  
- Issues authorization for organizing lottery, fair, funds  
rising and horse race,  
- Administers popular mortgage houses,  
- Administers registration of motocycles below 50cc,  
- Manages property of Asian residents' sectors. 

Bureau 37. Confiscation and Requisition 

- Effects requisition of personal and real property for 
gdvernment use,  
- Effects confiscation for public interest,  
- Administer problems concerningland and houses,.  
- Takes charge of administrative problems concerning social  
welfare (refugee, social plague, natural disaster victims;..),  
- Detains mind defective people and administers their  
property,  
- Implements slum clearance program and assists public  
officials in execution of justice court's sentences,  
- Handles problems concerning the inter-Ministerial land-
house Committee .and Compensations for damages of the people.
 

Bureau 38. Control 

- Performs organization and control of manpowers and 6ther 
national resources assigned to the Ministry of Interior, 

Makes study of national resources mobilization, 
- Coordinates with other Ministry's-Service in organizing 
the people, 
- Controls of national resources and encircles the eneiy's
 
economic activities,
 
- Controls of military use items.
 

Bureau 39. Weapons Conbrol'
 

- - Permits and controls importation, exportation, transport­
ation trade and use of administrative personnel s, private 
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individuals, Aliens, and travellers' weapon (it is not  
classified as weapon of war), 
- Conduct technical control of these weapons, 
- Permits, and controls trade and use of radio, sending  
and receiving wireless and related items,  
- Permits and controls trade of Radio and Television.  

Art. 6 - Directorate of inspection. It is composed of:  

1. The office. It takes charge of:  

- Receiving., distributing, and dispatchingofficial 
correspindence, 
- Organizing meetings of the Directorate of inspection,
 
- Analyzing inspection reports and distributing results
 
to agencies conceried,
 
- Administering documents necessary of inspectors and
 
auditors on operation.
 

2. Central inspection team, takes charge of inspection 
in the central agencies of the Ministry of Interior, 

3. 1st corps inspection team, tdkes charge of inspection 
in provinces and towns of the 1st corps, 

4. 2nd corps inspection team, take charge of inspection in 
protinoes and towns of the 2nd corps, 

5. 3rd corps inspection team, takes charge of inspection 
in provinces and towrns of the 3rd, corps, 

6. 4th corps inspection team, takes charge of inspection 
in provinces and towns of the 4th corps. 

a. Senior inspector is assigned the duty of:  

1. Follow-up, cbntrol and direct general activities of  
central and local administrative agencies, 

2. Direct and appoint job to inspectors and auditors, 
- 3. Carry out regular inspection prboblems and take charge 

of special investigation under the order of the Minister of 
Interior. 
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b. Inspectors and auditors' duty is defined as follows:  

1. Regular duty 

- Control, direct and report to the Minister of 
Interior implementation of policy, programs and decision 
of the government assigned to the Ministry of Interior., 

- Control, direct and report to the Minister of 
Interior the operation of administrative agencies under the 
Ministry and method of working and efficiency of super­
visors concerned in every field of activity under the juris-
diction of the Ministry of Interior, 
- - Follow-up the general situation in the responsi-
ble area, find out what people need and what they want to 
be able to propose suitable improving-measures in adminis-
tration,  

- Control implementation of the national, regional 
and foreign aid budget on the part of the Ministry of 
Interior, 

- Evaluate organization and method ofvorking 
applied in the above mentioned agencies and initiate 
recommendations for improvement. 

2. Special duty  

- Verify, investigate and make an on-the-spot 
study of special problems assigned by the Minister of Interior, 
- - Auditors work under the direction and instruction 
of Inspectors, 

Inspectors and auditors may be assigned the duty outside the 
responsible area if it is necessary. 

Inspectors and auditors have to assemble at least once a 
month to exchange ideas and experiences ofinspection affairs 
and study, prepare and submit to the Minister of Interior 
recommendations of necessary measures for improving organi­
zation and operation of the Ministry's agencies. 

Art. 7 - Consultative Committee I
 

The Consultative committee has the duty of: 
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- Working out the Ministry's policy,  
- Studying political problems concerning the Ministry  
of Interior and making plans of implementation.  

Art. 8 - This Arrete is distributed internally and only  
to Services level.  

Art. 9 - The Director of Cabinet and the Secretary General  
of the Ministry of Interior takes charge of carrying out  
this Arrete as far as his duties are'concerned.  

Saigon, November 27, 1967
 

s/ Linh quang Vien 

Duplicate:  

Director of Cabinet  
s/ Chu ngoc Lien  

Copy:
 

Director of Administrative Affairs 
s/ Bii hu Kien 
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Ministry bf Interior  

Arrete No. 9-BNV-ND dated 25/11/67 governing the organi-
zation of the Directorate for Rehabilitation.  

The Minister of Interior,  

ENACTS:
 

Art. 1 - The Directorate for Rehabilitation is placed under 
the direction of a Director who is assisted by a Deputy 
Director. The Deputy Director has the same rank as a Director 
of a small size Directorate. 

Art. 2 - The Directorate for Rehabilitation is composed of: 

- main office 
- administrative service 
- technical service 

rehabilitation serv ice 
- rearing service 
- control team 

Art. 3 - The main office, headed by a Chief of Service is  
in charge of:  

- special and confidential affairs  
- receipt of classified documents,  
- scanning newspapers,
 
- preparation of visits, mission tours, receptions,
 
- organizing conferences,
 
- receipt and dispatch unclassified correspondence,  
- gathering and submitting official'correspondence to the  
Director for signature,  
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- controlling the execution of the Director's decisions,  
- keeping record of official correspondence,  
- maintaining library, archives.  

Art. 4 - Administrative Service headed by a Chief of Service,
 
is composed of 4 bureaus:
 

a. Rersonnel Bureau: headed by a Chief of Bureau:  

- applies civil service regulations,  
- administers ReliabilitationPersonnel - chief supervisor'
 
Rehabilitation Supervisors, Rehabilitationgworkers, recruit4
 
.ment,-appointment, transfer, promotion, punishmeht, dismissal,  
leave, retirement, death compensation.  
- follows up status of administrative pei-sonel of all 
categories from the Directorate of SViabiiitation,  
- maintains personal files of-all jersonnel of the Directorate,  
- - issues authorizations for medical examinatioh for personnel.  

b. Bureau of Budget and Accounting, headedbya Chief of  
Bureau:
 

- prepares and implements the Directorate's ttdget,  
- allocates funds to Rehabilitation centers,  
- effects payment.of salaries and allowances,,
 
- -provides expenditures, under rehabilitation chapter and
 
foreign aid budget,  

advances funds to-rehabilitation centers'.
 
- sets 'up monthly list of approved expenditures, -

sets up general monthly report of accounting situation of  
al4l ehabilitationXCenters, - - - -

- issues and verifies,travel orders, issues transportation
 
and hospitalization authorization to personnel of the Directorate,  

c. Bureau of materials, headed by a Chief of'Bureau  

- purchasesnmaterials and office supplies,  
- administers the construction of rehabilitation centers  
- handles calls for bid,  
- sets up inventory of properties and prepares -report of  
disposal materials,- ,
 
- administers internal services-and vehicles,  
- regulates transport betweenthe,Directorate and Rehabi­
litation Centers,  
- provides supplies to Con Son Rehabilitation Center.  
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d. Bureau of Administration, Legislation, headed by a Chief  
of Bureau  

- - organizes rehabilitation centers,  
- gathers and'studies statutory documents relative to  
rehabilitation centers,  
- studies 'allmatters from the legal standpoint, before  
turning them-over to different services for execution,  
- handles general administrative affairs -and administrative  
lawsuits, 

Artd.,,5 - Technical Service, headed by a Chieft o-Service 
is composed of 3 bureaus: 

a. Bureau of culprits, under the supervision of a Chief of  
bureau: 

- maintains the rolls, fileg and personak cards of culprits,
 
- classification of culprits,
 
- considers the release of culprits,  
- considers the transfer of culprits,
 
- resolves the status of culprits: deportation, prolongation  
of sentence, pardon, mitigation of sentence, etc...  

b. Bureau of research and planning, headed by a Chief of  
Bureau: 

- consolidates monthly reports-from all centers and from  
controllers,  
- explores above reports, 
- prepares monthly reports and-submits them to higher
 
authorities,
 
- studies general program of action in all centers,
 
- studies and prepares statistical data on cases of  
perpetration of crimes, repetition of offences.  

c. 'Bureau of Security, under the direction of a-Chief-of 
Bureau, studies and controls measures to insure security and  
order in the centers'. 

Art. 6 - Sevice of Rehabilitation, under the direction of  
a Chief of Service is composed of 3 bureaus:- -
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a. Bureau of Rehabilitation headed by a Chief of Bureau: 

- works out rehabilitation plans,  
- organizes rehabilitation sections for the centers',-
- coordinates with the Personnel Bureau in the assignment  
and transfer of rehabilitation workers according to the needs  
of the centers,  
- follows up the management of rehabilitation activities  
in the centers,
 
* prepares a recapitulative report of rehabilitation 
activities in the centers, 
- prepares a recapitulative report of experience in 
rehabilitation and study specific rehabilitation programs, 
- follows up, controls the implementation of all instruct-ions 
concerning rehabilitation.. 

b-.; Vocational Bureau, headed by a Chief of Bureau: 

- studies vocational programs in.the cenjers, 
- organizes vocational training,
 
- follows up vocational activities,
 
- studies the consumption of products manufactured by the  
centers,
 
- controls the execution of the vocational budget-in the  
centers.  

c. Bureau of Training; headed 'bya Chief of Bureau: 

- studies programs and training -plans for- rehabilitation 
workers and supervisors at the'centers,  
- organizes and administers training courses for cadres,  
- prepares uniform -instructionalmaterials for all centers,  

organizes seminars,  
organizes training courses for Rehabilitation workers  

and typing courses,  
- musical performance,  
- printing,  
- prepares instructional materials for the training courses. 

Art. 7 - Welfare Service headed'by a Chief of Service is 
.composed of 2 bureaus: 
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a. Bureau of Social-Assistance, headed by a Chief of  
Bureau:  

Public Health:  

- organizes Health bureau, dispensaries, hospitals in the  
rehabilitation centers, provides equipment to personnel,  
public health equipment and drugs,  
- considers and follows the case of patients who receive  
treatment outside rehabilitation centers,
 
- maintains liaison with health, welfare agencies, to 
reqiest them to provide medicine and medical equipment for 
rehabilitationcenters, 
- supervises the health bureau at the Directorate for 
Rehabilitation. 

Social Welfare: 

- studies to create conditions aimed zat satisfying 
requirements ofiEdith, moral education, physical education, 
- - establishes welfare bureaus in-the rehabilitation centers, 
- organizes visit tours to culprits,  
- intercedes with friendly organizations to provide material  
and spiritual aid to culprits,  
- organizes mutual benefit and aid among the personnel of 
rehabilitation branch. 

b. Bureau of post-training patronage, headed by a Chief of 
service: 

- provides ox-convicts with moral and material assistance 
in order that they may Adapt themselves to normal living 
conditions, 
- establishes program of post-training patronage for welfare 
bureaus in the rehabilitation centers and follows up the 
execution of these programs­
- intercedes with agencies, factories, handicraft and
 
industrial firms to give job to ex-culprits throughout the
 
counbry,
 
- appeals to welfare organizations to cooperate in the relief 
of ex-culprits or encourage private individuals to establish  
Post-Training patronage society.  
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Art. 8 - The Inspection Team composed of 5 controllers: 

- controls the operations of all centers from the viewpoint 
of organization, accounting, administration and security, 
- -examines the rehabilitation in all centers, 
- prepares- reports after each inspection tour and makes 
appropriate measures for improvement, 
-' examines the files of political prisoners. 

- Any provisions contrary to this Atrte are repealed. 

Art. 10 - The Director of Cabinet of the Ministry of 
Interior, and the Director of Tehabilitation Directorate are 
charged, each as to that which concern him, with the execution 
of this Arrete. 

Saigon, 25 Niovember 1967 

s/ Gen. Linh quang Vien 
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COMEARISOE OF COLLECTIONS OF WITHHOLDING TAX Im 1967 

AD THE 1966 SALARY TAX 

The chart on the followin-page compares mo'ithly Salary 
and General Income Taz: collections of 1966 with 1967, 
the year the withholding tax system was installed. 
Total tax vithheld in 1967 was 612 million piasters, 
an increase of more than 100o over the 140 million 
collected in 1966. 

For the year 1968, it is estimated withholding tax 
Will be lower than for 1967. The destruction of large 
plants of some major employers end the general reduction 
in many business'activities because of the shortened 
workday and other conditions brought about by the Viet 
Cong Tet aggression will result in reduced total pay-
rolls. Many of the other areas of revenue are expected 
to be similarly affected.  
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE 132 MillionDIRECTOR GENERAL OF TAXATION 

COMPARISON OF COLLECTIONS  
OF TOTAL: 

WITHHOLDING TAX IN 1 9 6 711m 612 Million VN$ 
SALARY TAX THRU DECLARATION IN 1966 sum a 140 Million VN $ 
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* 	 THE NUMBER OF SALARY TAXPAYERS THUS FAR IN 1967 EXCEEDS60 000 COMPARED TO 14000 IN 1966. THIS INCREASE HAS TAKEN  
PLACE DESPITE THE FACT THAT MANY SALARY TAXPAYERS WERE ELIMINATED BY A SUBSTANTIAL PERSONAL EXEMPTIOGN INCREASE .  

*K I9 TOTAL 196 SALARY TAX COLLECTIONS WHICH WERE APPROXIMATELY 140 Million VN$ IS SHOWN AS 12 Million VN$I MONTHLY AVERAGE. 
* MARKS THE START OF WITHHOLDING BY U.S. PRIVATE CONTRACTORS AND U.S.GOVERNMENT CIVILIAN AND MILITARY AGENCIES . USAfIRS-FTAS 
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