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RAPID TRANSIT FACTOR 
KEY TO QUICK GROWTH 

OF INDUSTRIAL QUEENS 
Fifty-third Street Line and Brooklyn Crosstown 

Subway Plans, Now Under Way by City, Fore

cast Still Vaster Developments in Future. 

• ' * • . 

By GUY NORDMAN 

Rapid transit has been one of the prime factors in the industrial 
development of Long Island City, where 80 per cent, of the industries 
of the borough are located. 

• According to the 1925 census, Queens ranks twelfth in importance 
among the industrial cities of the nation and it has come to be known 
as the "Detroit of the East." 

That four-fifths of all the industries in Queens should concentrate 
in Long Island City is due in large part to the fact that it is the rapid 
transit hub of the borough. 

One of the main considerations in the location of a manufacturing 
plant is the availability of skilled workers. Some industrial centers 
create this condition by the erection of mushroom cities, but that method 
is not satisfactory because the worker lives under a certain restraint 
and discontent is the result. 

There Is no need for colonization * 
of factory workers In Long Island svay for two more rapid transit lines 
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Heights to lower Manhattan with 
trunk lines in Eighth avenue and 
Sixth avenue, Manhattan, an under-
rlver tunnel from Fulton street, 
Manhattan, to Brooklyn, and a line 
under Fulton street, Brooklyn, which, 
eventually, will run to Jamaica. 

The Smith plan provides for the 
unification, not only of the rapid 
transit lines, including the elevated 
lines, but also the surface car lines. 
The principal difference between the 
two plans is that the Untermyer 
scheme is based on a five-cent fare 
and the Smith proposal on a seven-
cent fare for a single trip or four 
trips for twenty-five cents. 

Still another improvement in the 
Queens rapid transit situation which 
has every assurance of consumma
tion, is the Installation of gauntlet 
tracks on the Astoria and Corona-
Flushing branches for the through 
operatto» of B. M. T. steel-car 
trains. 

rresent System Poor. The need for "intelligent attention 
At present <he B. M. T. stcul-car o n t h e P a r t ot business to the reason 

trains from Brooklyn and Manhat- | able relationship that ought to exist 
tan turn back in L>ong Island City 
and passengers bound for points on 
the Astoria and Corona-Flushing 
branches are compelled to transfer 

"one to realize that for Its lntelll- real community of interests not only 
gent conduct a broad knowledge and , among the manufacturers but be-
survey of the situation is useful, is , tween the manufacturers on the one 
Indeed necessary, and that to get hand and their customers on the 
that, each must frankly contribute | other, and between the manufacturers 

Asks Contribution of Field 
Facts to Guide Pro-

ductions. 

City because the three rapid transit 
lines that pass through it are parts 
of cltywide systems. The worker 
can live anywhere he pleases in the 
city and still be within easy reach 
of his place of employment. This 
freedom of abode contributes to the 
content of the Long Island City fac
tory worker. There is never any 
scarcity of labor because the indus
tries have a population of over 
6,000,000 from which to draw their 
skilled help. ' 

Of course there are other preem
inent factors that have made Long 
Island City a great Industrial center. 
It is in the geographical center of 
New York City, the greatest market 
In the world for manufactured prod-

(uct s ; it has splendid harbor facili
ties, provided by Newtown Creek 
and the East River and the facili
ties of the Long Island Railroad, 
which include the large Sunnyside 
freight yards, car float bridges and 
the Hell Gate Bridge over which 
cars originating on the Pennsylvan
ia and New York, New Haven * 
Hartford Railroad systems are In
terchanged. 

Rapid Transit Vital. 
All of these factors, to use the 

human organism as an illustration 
for comparison, supply the body and 
the food for industrial development, 
but it is the veins of rapid transit 
that supply the life blood. 

Long Island City began its Indus
trial growth with the extension of 
rapid transit to Queens from Man
hattan. It now has two under-rlver 
transit connections, the Steinway 
tunnel and the Sixtieth street tun
nel, and an elevated connection over 
the Queensboro Bridge. 

Each tunnel is a link in an Im
mense rapid transit system with 
ramifications throughout Manhat
tan, Brooklyn, Queens and the 
Bronx. 

}• The Queensboro subway line, oper-
i ated by the Interborough Rapid 
Transit Company, has two branches 
in Queens, one starting in Astoria 
and the other In Flushing, which 
converge at the Queensboro Plaza, 

.Long"Island City, and then contin
ues as one line through the heart of 
the industrial. section and through 
the Steinway Tunnel to Seventh ave
nue Aid Forty-first street, Manhat-

. tan, with a free transfer to the I. 
: R. T. east side subway at Grand 

Central and the I. R. T. west side 
. subyray a t Times Square. 

The B. M. T., under an agreement 
. with the Interborough, operates over 
.the Astoria and Corona-Flushing 

, branches to the Queensboro Plaza 
station, Long Island City, and then 
continues through the Sixtieth street 
tunnel, down to the lower end of 
Manhattan and through Brooklyn. 

The Second avenue elevated line 
, also travels over the Astoria and 

Corona-Flushing branches and pass-
' es over the Queensboro Bridge and 

down Second avenue to the Battery. 
• If it be true that rapid transit has 
been one of the prime factors in the 

. industrial development of Queens, 
• especially Long Island City, and 
j there does not seem to be any doubt 
• about that, then the borough will 

become more of an industrial center 
[ in the future for plans have been 

at the Queensboro Plaza station to 
wooden-car trains operated by the 
B. M. T.~ 

The interborough subway and ele
vated cars are nine feet wide and 
the B. M. T. steel-car trains ten feet 
wide. Gauntlet tracks will make it 
possible for the different width cars 
to operate past the same stations. 

The gauntlet track improvement 
has been sponsored by the Daily Star 
and has been approved by the Tran
sit Commission and the Board of i 
Transportation. Approval by the ! 
Board of Estimate is awaiting the 
solution or the problem of determ
ining the manner in which the ex
pense, which is to be borne by the 
city, is to be accounted. The Astoria 
and Corona-Flushing branches have 
been leased by the Interborough and 
technically the cost should be 
charged to that company, but the 

between production and prospective 
demand" was emphasized today by 
Walker D. Hines. president of the | J * 5 * * 3 L * l * b J M . W W . ' , * ! * • 
Cotton-Textile Institute, Inc., in his 

to a common fund facts of his in 
dividual experience. The other at
titude Is that ot individual secretive-
nesa which gives nothing but gets 
nothing. 
^ F " i s an accepted principle of busi

ness in this country that it is wise 
to have an intelligent adaptation of 
supply to demand." 

In this connection Mr. Hines 
pointed out that one of the important 
functions of information as to pro
duction, unfilled orders and stocks, 
compiled by the institute, is "to af
ford a producer that broad survey 
of the situation which enables him 
to gdlde his conduct intelligently 
against improvident production in ex
cess of prospective demand and 
toward an increase in his production 
when the market will absorb an In
creased production," 

"We have the distinct feeling," 
said Mr. Hines, "that we are work
ing along lines which are in entire 

first annual report to the cotton tex-

Government. The things which we 
are striving to accomplish have, as 
T see It, the wympathy of the Gov-

tile Industry at tne meeting of Insti- I ernment. It appears to wish to pro-
tute members held in the Blltmore mote more complete and frank ex-
Hotel. About 460 cotton mills in change of Information among busi-
both the North and South were rep
resented at the meeting. 

•There are two courses open In 

ness men so that each can act with 
wider knowledge of his Industry, 
more common striving toward great-

modern business," said Mr. Hines, er efflctency, more appreciation of the employes." 

on the one hand and the producers 
of raw material on the other. 

"All these things the institute Is 
working for and Is working for with 
greater confidence because it believes 
they tit in with the business concep
tions that are recognized as sound by 
the Government, and by general pub
lic sentiment. 

"It is obviously to the disadvant
age of an increasing demand which 
will permit increased production, just 
as it Is against his Interest to pro
duce goods substantially In excess of 
any demand reasonably in prospect. 
The result of the first course is that 
If the producer falls to get the ad
vantage of his market opportunities 
hio customers suffer from the result
ing unnecessary shortage and price 
instability. The result of the other 
course is to create prices below the 
cost of production with injury to the 
producer and his employes as well 
as to his customers who have bought 
his goods at higher prices. 

"We see shining examples of sen
sible and sound methods of business 
in the steel and automobile Industries 
where production goes up when de-
mand goes up and goes down I when 
demand goes down, and there does 
not arise any destructive instability 
of price to the disadvantage of cus
tomers nor to the producers and their 

Anchorages for guy ropes and i Conversation by radio telephone 
other purposes are quickly set with- between an airmail pilot and a test 
out having to dig holes by means of station has been maintained pver 
a unit which is screwed into place, distances of ISO miles. 

FOR SALE 
ASTORIA 

Bond's 6-family houses. Up-to-date '4-room 
apartments. Good location. 

36-12, 36-14, 36-18 28th Avenue 
(Vandeventer) 

ALSO 
6-family houses — 3 rooms and kitchenette; 
with 3 garages. All rented. 

34-12, 34-14, 34-18 44th Street 
(14th Avenue) 

LITTLE CASH REQUIRED 
8 E K 

W. J. Bond, Builder-
410 Grand Ave., Astoria, L. I. 

'Phone ASTORIA 4370 

through Long Island City. 
The 5Srd Street—Queens Line. 

One is what is known as the Fifty 
third street-Queens line. It will run] B. M" T. alone benefits'by "the change 

and therein lies the rub. Unification between Jamaica and lower Man
hattan, by way of Hillside avenue, 
Queens boulevard, Broadway, North
ern boulevard, Jackson avenue, For
ty-fourth drive (Nott avenue), un
der the East River and Welfare Isl
and, Fifty-third street and Eighth 
avenue, Manhattan. 

This will be a four-track, trunk 
line subway. The express trains 
will pass over the route Just de
scribed. The local trains will use 
the same route with the exception 
that at Broadway and Queens boule
vard, Elmhurst, the local tracks will 
make a loop around Winfleld, by way 
of Queens boulevard and Sixty-ninth 
street (Flsk avenue), rejoining the 
express tracks at Broadway, Wood-
side, and again will leave the ex
press tracks at Broadway and 
Northern boulevard. Woodstde, for 
a loop around Broa<*v'ay and Stein
way street, Astoria, rejoining the ex
press tracks at Steinway street and 
Northern boulevard. 

The other new subway Is known 
as the Brooklyn Crosstown line. 
This will be a two-track local line, 
starting at the lower end of Brook
lyn and running to Long Island City 
to a physical connection with the 
Fifty-third street-Queens line on 
Jackson avenue, near Harris avenue, 
Long Island City. 

Actually the Brooklyn Crosstown 
line will be an inseparable part of 
the new Queens line to Jamaica for 
the local trains on the new Queens 

would solve the problem. 
Closely related to rapid transit is I 

| the free passage of vehicular traffic j 
and in this respect Queens is some- ! 
what handicapped. The only facili-
t l u for the movement of vehicular '• 
traffic between Manhattan and I 
Queens at present are the Queens- j 
boro Bridge, the Long Island City- ; 
Thirty-fourth street ferry, the As-
toria-Ninety-second street ferry and 
the College Polnt-Clason Point ferry. 

Plans, hewever, are under way for 
a cure of this situation. The city has 
appropriated $100,000 for the plans, 
surveys and borings for a vehicular 
tunnel under the East River from 
Thirty-eighth street, Manhattan, to 
Borden avenue, Long Island City, 
with a spur under Newtown Creek to 
Oakland street, Greenpolnt, and 
$150,000 for similar preliminary work 
in the construction of the proposed 
Tr!-Borough Bridge, connecting Long 
Island City at Potter avenue, As
toria; Manhattan at 125th street and 
the Bronx at St. Ann's avenue. 

Both the tunnel and the bridge 
will be built on the toll plan with 
ihe use of private Capital, involving 
cither the award of a franchise or 
the creation of a quasi-public body 
similar to the Port of New York Au
thority. The next session of the 
Legislature will be asked to grapple 
with this problem. 

line will continue down the full ' P R A I R I E S T E N D 
length of the Brooklyn Crosstown 
line. 

In other words, a passenger board
ing a local train at Jamaica, may 
ride without change to lower Brook
lyn. 

New Importance Coming. 
Therefore, when the Fifty-third 

street-Queens and the Brooklyn 
Crosstown subways are completed, 
Ave rapid transit lines will pass : 
through Long Island City and it will 
then be the most important rapid 
transit center In Greater New York. 

What .effect that will have on the 
industrial development of Long Isl
and City can easily be gauged. ' 

But that Is not all in the way of 
rapid transit that is In store fo* 
Queens. The Transit Commission at 
present Is engaged In the prepara
tion of a plan for unified operation 
of the Interborough, B. M. T. and 
new city systems. 

Two unifications plans have been 
recommended, one by Samuel Unter
myer, special counsel for the Tran
sit Commission, and the other by 
Charles Edward Smith, St, Louis 
engineer, who made a study of New 
York City's transit situation for 
Controller Charles W. Berry. 

The Untermyer plan provides for 
Joining all of the Interborough sub
ways if that be possible and the I. 
R. T. east side line If it is not, the 
B. M. IT. subways with the excep
tion of several short lines in Brook
lyn which are not recapturable. and 
the entire new city system, which, 
besides the Fifty-third street-Queens 
and Brooklyn Crosstown lines, in-

TO BECOME FORESTS, 
SAYS SCIENTIST 

adopted and work is already under eludes also a line from Washington 
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19— Keeps your 

to car warm 
all winter 

Have a Perfection Heater installed 
Now ana drive in comfort 

THE heat it already there. Why 
not use it? 

A Perfection Heater fills your oar with 
fresh heated air on the coldest days. 
No rattles or odors, and the cost is low. 
Drive in now and get your Perfection. 

PERFECTION 
MOTOR CAH 

HEATERS 
GABRIEL SNUBBERS S. & S. CO. 
570 PIERCE AVENUE L. 1. CITY 

COB. 1JTH AVRNCK— PHONC ASTORIA fTM 

Booth No. 90 
null J •» i j l • •••> • •_ jfc_ __«p™ssssssss»sissssssMS»iis»»swjMMW 
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(By Science Service.) 
What is the destiny of prairies? 

What would have become of the 
great stretches of, rolling grassland 
that began in mld-Illinols and 
stretched across Jowa and Minnesota 
and into Nebraska and Kansas, if 
they had not been plowed into corn 
and wheat fields? 

These questions, which have been 
much discussed by botanists and 
have considerable significance in 
agriculture and forestry, were ans
wered before the meeting of the Na
tional Academy of Sciences, by Pro
fessor H. C. Cowles, head of the de
partment of botany at the University 
of Chicago. 

Prairies are of two types, Profes
sor Cowles stated. The first, usually 
found as interruptions in otherwise 
forested areas, are due to peculiar 
conditions of soil water, soil chemis
try or other soil conditions where 
they occur, and are known as "eda-
phic" prairies. 

The second type are typified by the 
unbroken stretches of grassland in 
the West, and their existence is de
termined by general climatic condi
tions, regardless of local differences 
in the soil. 

The first type of prairie, Professor 
Cowles believes, is not a permanent 
thing. The trees that surround It 
modify soil conditions along Its 
border until they are able to creep 
over it and conquer it for the forest. 

"Tension line" prairies also, that 
occupy an Intermediate position be
tween the first and second prairie 
types, will in the end become forest 
If left to themselves. 

Only the last type, which lies in 
regions where the rainfall is too 
scant for permanent forest or where 
other general climatic conditions are 
unfavorable for tree growth, will re
main permanently prairie. 

AIR-CYCLE MAKES ; 
BID FOR POPULARITY 

"Alr-eycllng" may become the most 
popular means of travel if the Inven
tion of a Viennese engineer named 
Michael Rostohar is a success. 

H* claims that his invention makes 
it possible for a pedal bicycle to 
rise from the ground and fly from 
hill-top to hill-top or evade the dis
comforts of a particularly nasty 
piece of road, simply by moving a 
lever on the handle bars. 

The machine is built like an ordi
nary pedal bicycle, but is specially 
strengthened and provided with a 
series of small planes. It is claimed 
that the machine is capable of'rising 
to a height of 3,000 feet, and that, 
travelling in a straight line, it can 
attain a speed of from forty to fifty 
miles an hour. 

A propeller at the rear of the ma
chine Is worked by a chain round 
the hub of the rear-wheel. 

HK HAD Hlft "JOKE" 
AND LIVED TO TELL IT 

Suddenly there waa a crash. The 
small van was flung into the dltcn 
by the roadside, where it settled Into 
a shapeless mass. The old horse 
that has been attached to It, having 
been striped of harness, trotted. In 
rather a frightened way, down a lane, 
away from danger. The motor-oar 
that has caused the damage whlzaed 
away, the oriver doubtless having 
thought It useless to stop for the pur-

M* of offering first-aid to toe in-
red or finding out the extent of the 
ivoo that had been wrought. 
Presently from beneath the wreck

age In the dltoh a man crawled. 
Slowly and painfully h* rose to his 
feat, and than, seeing the ear rush
ing away in the distance, he per
mitted a smile of satisfaction to 
overspread his face as he sa-ld: 

"Mat 'Twas a good Joke meaettj 
played on that fellow. He thought 
I waa gohV t#4turn out of the road 
for him." 

furM 
hav<x 

In IMS the total per capita ex
penditure for new buildings in 
cities waa fM£0. 

Qfe 
s» 
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VISIT OUR 
BOOTHS 
75 and 76 

at the 

QUEENSBORO 
BUILDING and 
INDUSTRIAL 
EXPOSITION 

Come in—Look around— 
And rest yourself 

• 

Visit Our 
Headquarters 

at / 

Broadway and 
Steinway Aves. 

where you will find the 
largest furniture building— 
just crammed with the 
latest and finest furniture— 
and all offered surprisingly 

low during our 

FALL SALE 
which is now in progress. 

Dining Room Suites 
from $129 to $995 

Directions to reach our 
vFurniture Building: 

Flushing, Corona, Elmhurst, 
Winfleld and Woodstde resi
dents—Oo to Queens Plaza. 
Change to Astoria subway and 
get off at Broadway station or 
Steinway Ave. car to door 
from Queens Plaza. 

Northern Boulevard r e s I • 
dents take surface car line— 
change at Woodside car bams 
to Broadway car to door. 
From Forest Hills, Rego Park 
and Queens Boulevard take 
Queens Boulevard car to Plaza 
—then Steinway Ave. car to 
door. 

Dltmars Ave. residents—Take 
bus to Grand and Steinway. 
Walk 3 blocks to Broadway. 

i»jgipj»'ri »il II g |n_n »A' 

All Furniture Sold 
for Cash or Deferred 
Payments. It's up to 

you. 

,1 i S*jfr S> • • <|fr II < | f t I 

Mi^wMi n»A' • " * 

FREE 
STORAGE and 

DELIVERY 

's-JbfLfiTSC. 
BROADWAY fe- STEINWAY AVENUE, 

LONG ISLAND CITY VJNenj-wood-0826 
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