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CROCHERON-McDOWALL 

Built i n 18 57 f o r the r i c h Bastrop merchant, Henry Crocheron, the Crocheron-
McDowall house remains as an outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture 
i n Texas. Although the architect i s unknovm, the house i s constructed almost 
entir e l y of cedar and displays many unusual characteristics f o r a mid-1800's 
home. 

The o r i g i n a l structure consisted of the two-story main building and a one-story 
e l l section at the rear. At one time a f i n e l y detailed cornice terminated 
the f l a t roof main structure, but, because of deterioration, i t has been 
altered. The o r i g i n a l d e n t i l molding, on the other hand, i s i n good condition 
and surrounds the entire structure. The gable roof e l l wing on the west (rear) 
facade displays d e n t i l molding i d e n t i c a l to that of the main building. 

Dominating the main (east) facade, the two-story central portico i s supported 
by four square one-story wood columns on each f l o o r . The f i r s t f l o o r columns 
are proportionally t a l l e r and thicker than the second-story columns. Bounded 
by transom and si d e l i g h t s , the f i r s t story double door entrance i s crowned by 
an entablature with supporting p i l a s t e r s . Featuring the f a m i l i a r d e n t i l 
molding, t h i s entablature i s framed on each side by a set of larger p i l a s t e r s . 
The second f l o o r entrance opens onto the balcony which at one time was enclosed 
by a sl a t balustrade, but was l a t e r replaced by the present cross diagonal 
balustrade. An entablature and pilasters frame the door while another pair of 
pilasters compliments the f i r s t f l o o r ' s outer p i l a s t e r s . 

Typically symmetric fo r a Greek Revival house, the three bay east facade 
exhibits an "aba" pattern as demonstrated by the central portico and doors 
with windows flanking each side. Repeating the subtle difference i n 
proportions as exhibited by the columns, the f i r s t f l o o r windows contain six 
over nine l i g h t s , while the corresponding second f l o o r windows display six over 
six l i g h t s . A l l are framed by molded t r i m . Reinforcing the "aba" rhythm, 
the placement of the portico's columns again adds to the sjrmmetry. 

On the south facade, the second f l o o r of the o r i g i n a l house i s symmetrically 
pierced by three six over six l i g h t windows. The large f i r s t story west and 
central s i x over nine l i g h t windows correspond to the second f l o o r openings, 
while a single door framed by pila s t e r s and an entablature i s situated near 
the east corner. To the rear (west) i s a one-story e l l wing with a small 
entrance, two six over si x l i g h t windows and a standing seam t i n roof. 

Similar t o the south facade, the north wall reveals three bays with three s i x 
over nine l i g h t f i r s t f l o o r windows and three s i x over si x l i g h t windows on 
the second f l o o r , a l l embellished with molded architraves. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Crocheron-McDowall house contains many unique elements. 
Perhaps the most unusual aspect i s the f l o o r plan with i t s novel reception 
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h a l l . Running the entire width (north-south) rather than the length of the 
house t h i s one-story reception h a l l leads i n t o two large rooms and together 
they constitute the f i r s t f l o o r plan of the main structure. The second f l o o r 
includes a h a l l and sewing room over the reception h a l l and two bedrooms on 
the west end. The one-story e l l wing contains a kitchen, c i s t e r n and 
dining room. Other d i s t i n c t i v e features of the house include the six over 
nine l i g h t windows and the hand-carved walnut bannister which were shipped 
from New York City to Galveston and delivered to Bastrop by r a i l and f r e i g h t 
wagon. The twelve foot ceilings of the f i r s t f l o o r rooms are decorated with 
wainscotting. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Crocheron-McDowall house at 1502 Wilson i s one of the f i n e s t examples of 
Greek Revival architecture not only i n Bastrop, but i n Texas as we l l . B u i l t 
in 1857 f o r the prominent Bastrop entrepreneur, Henry Crocheron, the two story 
wood frame house was for many years the social and i n t e l l e c t u a l center i n 
Bastrop. Although the architect i s unknown, Crocheron went to great expense 
to construct a house of fine q u a l i t y . 

L i t t l e i s known of Crocheron's early years. As a young man, he went to 
Montgomery, Alabama and opened a mercantile business. In 1837 Crocheron bought 
12 black slaves and moved to the small community of Bastrop, Texas. By s e l l i n g 
the slaves, he was able to buy several stores i n the town and was one of the 
founders of the Bastrop Steam M i l l , Incorporated, the f i r s t i n d u s t r i a l 
enterprise i n Bastrop. He soon became a leader i n the community and served 
as county treasurer from 1851 to 1853. 

Quickly amassing a fortune, Crocheron decided to b u i l d a home and went to great 
lengths to insure that the structure was of excellent q u a l i t y . The 6/9 
windows and hand-carved bannister were shipped from New York to Galveston and 
then by r a i l and f r e i g h t wagon to Bastrop. The remainder of the house was 
constructed of Texas cedar and was milled i n Bastrop's many saw m i l l s . Finished 
in 1857, the elegant Greek Revival house symbolized Crocheron's affluence. 

Soon a f t e r the house was completed, the C i v i l War broke out and greatly disrupted 
commercial trade. Crocheron attempted to continue his prosperity by trading 
Texas cotton f o r English products via Mexico. During the war Crocheron's 
niece, Mary Ann Nicholson moved into the house. Accompanying her uncle on one 
of his business t r i p s to Matamoris i n 186H, Mary Ann met an Englishman named 
William McDowall. Four years l a t e r they were married and eventually settled 
in London. Mr. McDowall died the following year of yellow fever enroute to 
England af t e r a business t r i p to Central America. In 1869 Mary Ann and her 
three month old daughter, Ruth returned to Bastrop to l i v e with her uncle. 
When Crocheron died i n 1874, he w i l l e d the house to Mrs. McDowall. 

An accomplished musician, Mrs. McDowall soon began teaching music and the house 
became Bastrop's center f o r social and i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e . Numerous parties, 
lectures and concerts were given at the house. However, when her daughter 
died i n 1897, Mrs. McDowall moved to Houston to l i v e with her s i s t e r . A strong 
and determined woman, Mrs. McDowall again began to teach and eventually became 
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the president of the 1st YWCA i n Texas. Her unpublished manuscript 
"Journey Down Memory Lane" sheds l i g h t into Bastrop's early history. 
When she died i n 1933, the house was sold. Since then i t has had 
numerous owners and is s t i l l used as a residence. The present owners 
show great interest i n the house's significance and have made plans to 
restore the structure. 
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