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UEAf/ \/b Depnnmem 8 Uharles K Hoadden, State Supcriniendent of Schouls
Enu e ?E 75904 Konawho Boulevaed, Fase Building 6

Charleston WV 253058
hrip Fwde state wy s

August 25, 2014

Ms_ Vicki Heinerman
Summers County Schools
116 Main Street

Hinton, Wv 25851

Dear Ms. Heinerman:

During their May 2013 meeting, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) approved
revisions to Policy 2330; Nonpublic School Accreditation. The policy establishes that a
non-public school which has been accredited through a national or regional
accreditation agency, approved by the WVBE, shall be accepted to meet the criteria for
West Virginia non-public school accreditation.

Non-public schools that voluntarily complete the accreditation process of any of the
above agencies and receive full accreditation from the respective agency shall be
designated per WVBE Policy 2330 as an accredited non-public school. in order to
receive thal designation, schools must provide to the West Virginia Depariment of
Education (WVDE), Office of the State Superintendent, the following:

1 Electronic copy of the original letter from the accrediting agency stating the
school has achieved full accreditation and the time period for which the
accreditation is active; and,

2. Electronic copy of the accreditation report the school received from the
accrediting agency.

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that Greenbrier Academy for Girls in Summers
County has provided my office with the appropriate documentation from AdvancEd (also
known as North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School
improvement). Therefore, the WVBE requests that you update directory information that
is placed on the WVDE school directory. That update shouid show the word “Accredited
by WVBE Policy 2330” beside the name of the Greenbrier Academy for Girls. The
WVDE’s data base of registered non-public schools will also indicate the school is
accredited. A copy of this leiter will also be forwarded to Mr. Mark Dennison, principal,
Greenbrier Academy of Girls.

ﬁ;fumfe



Ms. Vicki Heinerman
August 25, 2014
Page 2

in the event that a student transfers Greenbrier Academy for Girls to any public school
in the state, the receiving county will place the student in the comparable grade level
and accept, if applicable, high school credits the student has accrued at Greenbrier
Academy of Girls.

Should you have questions or need additional information please contact Betty Jo
Jordan at bijordan@access. k12 wv.us or 304.558.2118.

Sincerely

Y;;gk« Loy L?\/WW !
Charles K. Heninlein
State Superiniendent of Schools

CKH/BL np

¢ Mark Dennison, Greenbrier Academy for Girls



ivarshall University ¢ e R
100 Angus E Peyton Drive 1.3669, ext 6978
South Chareston Wy 25303 770 346.8260 fax

West Virginia

July 24, 2014

Creenbrier Acadomy for Girds
Dr. Mark A, Dennison

POy Box 798

Alderson, WY 24910

Dear Mark:

Congratulations! On June 106, 2014 the West Virginia State Council for the North Central
Associagon, Commission on Acereditadon and School Improvement reviewed and rook
scuen on the Accrednation Progress Report filed by the Greenbrier Academy for Girds. The
Accreditaton Progres: Report was a required component of the five-year acereditztion tenm
prauied the school i fune 20120 The West Vigginis Sue Councid accepted the report and
pramed condnuation of the acoreduaton term with so fndings or additionsl
FECOMMENUALGNS.

Your next External Review will be held during the 2016-17 schoal year. The schowl is
cxpected o contnuc its offorts 1o faithfully execote and monitor the strategies 1t has enacted
w response to the recommundations from the un-site evaluaunn for School Accreditatan,

Oree again, 1 extend on behalf of the AdvancED and the endre NOCA CAS! educational
cormmunity, congratolations to you, your staff, and your community fur the contnued
commitment o excellence 1n educarion. Greeabrier Academy for Gigls should be proud of
its Jedicwion to covtnaous improvement and quality assurance focused on helping every
student succeed

Sineerehy,
! 'y [ Ty
TR TSR VRN B PRUS SR B CRRENE P

Brenda Nush-Mason
Direcror, NCA CAS]
AdvanclED



Accreditation Progress Report
Greenbrier Acadamy for Girls
Pence Springs, West Virginia

Visit: February 24, 2014

Introduction:

ateam of two visited Greenbrier Academy for Girls in Pence Springs, West Virgiua, which is
located near Alderson. The school is a Therapeutic Boarding School serving students in grades
8-12. Il has been in business since 2007 and operates year round. Currently, the school serves
50+ students with a rolling admissions policy. An Accreditation Progress Report (APR) was
required to address the Required Actions after the initial accreditation visit. The West Virginia
State Councit requesied an onsite visit.

Additional information can be found at hitp://www . greenbrieracademv.com/.

An initial accreditation review took place in May 2012, and the school received the status of
accredited on edvisement from the AdvancED Commission in fune. The two reguired actions
had 1o be addressed in an Accreditation Progress Report (APR). The school tock the
requitements seriously, formed committees, and over the next eighteen months, they
reevaluated the school based on AdvancED's new Standsrds. Evidence revealed that ali
stakeholders wete invoived in the process of completing the APR.

Erior to arriving onsite, the External Team reviewed the APR and substantial additional
evidence proviged by the school. Evidence revealed improvement planning was completely
aligned with the criteria set forth in the AdvancED's standards and indicators. Atour of the
campus wes provided including classroom observations. The peer review team ‘nterviewed
representatives from all stakeholder groups including: administrators, teathers, community
partners, and students. Significant evidence was presented to show how the school aligned
esch of the required actions with all five standards and indicators.

Required Action 1:

Establish o leom with represeniotion from olf stakeholder groups to collborate in the
sniolysis of system effectiveness in order to revise the school improvement plon to
include goals, strotegies, person responsible, timelines, budgeted omouns, and
evoluation, which will be revisited by the team annuolly to determine progress.

Reguired Action 2:



Provide focused on-going professiono! development to improve delivery methods,
student engagement, and differentiotion; monitor ond document the implementation of
these strotegies through frequent classroom visits.

In addition to academics, the school puts an emphasis on teaching and modeling values,
virtues, and spirituality. The school states: “Greenbrier Academy Is 3 young woman's
therapeutic boarding and college preparatory school, committed to experiential education and
transformative therapeutics embracing virtuous relationships, personal excellence, and
emotional breakibroughs that will inspire altruistic Hife missions for girls and their families.”
tvidence, observations, and interviews confirmed this statememt.

interview with Teachers:

Continual enroliment aliows new students and constant changes in the dassroum communities.
The admission director evaluates the academic and therapeutic nature of each student to
determine appropriate fits for the school and classrooms.

Meetings with staff are held twice weekly with a focus on curriculum, academic development,
and student progress. One meeting weekly includes the schoo! therapists. Additional meetings
with teachers and therapists are held 1o address specific student concerns.

Teschers are encouraged to seek and participate tn professional development opportunities
consistent with thelr content area instruction. Collaboration has been initlated with Summers
County Board of Education to explare joint professional development sessions. Quantum
tearning training continues as a major investment in professional development for teachers.
Therapy Crisis Intervention is another training that is provided for all staff members to help
address the therapeutic focus of the school. Differentistion takes place and teachers use
multiple instructional strategies to reach every student.

Small groups are utilized to "meet the girls where they are” and work with them 1o improve
identified needs. ACT, SAT, and information from prior schools helps determine individual
student strengths and wesknesses and needed accommodsations for students. 2 varietly of
acaderic standards from across the tountry accompanies the students upon their arrival to
Greenbrier Academy, Consideration of the state standards from student origin is applied
rowatd academic instruction for individual differentiation. Data is gathered from pre and post-
iest assessments 1o determice student gains. Therapeutic progress often opens the way for
improved academic suceess, Online courses are available for g variety of foreign languages.

interview with comimunity stakeholders:



Two members of the External Advisory Commitlee were present to discuss community
collaboration and partnerships. The New River Community and Technical College
representative noted interactions with Greenbrier Academy for Girls through dusl enrollment
possibilities, Psychology 103, physical education courses, and Equine courses ate frequently
included for coliege credit, Addhtional options are discussed as appropriate for student credit,
Fileld trips are made to the college for performances. The college wet iab is utilized for hands
on experiments, Tutors are provided through the community college to assist Greenbrier
stugents with academlr skills.

A member of the area ministerial association is the non-profit contact for student community
service projects. The girls assist with the local food pantry and Hospitality House on a regular
bass, volunteering to give back to the community. The students also participate in local
intramural sports.

The Externat Advisory Committee was formed the summer of 2013, They met in October 2013
and planned guarterly meetings thereafter. Snow prevented the scheduled meeting for
January, Their focus is on ways to Improve the school ang to provide an avenue (o
grievance/sppeals procedures.

The stskeholders acknowledged that community participation by the girls through sports,
community service, and performances produced a mostly positive view of the school by the
general public While onsite, the girls basketball team celebrated being league champions.

interview with students:

Eight members of the performing drum team performed and were interviewed. The girls were
very honest and passionate of their experiences at Greenbrier Academy. They expressed high
ecteem for the teachers and therapists, Friendships and life changing experiences were stated
as positive aspects of the school, The school provides the students with opportunities to
express themselves through musicel instruments, fine ants, and interactions with animals,
Oceasions 1o develop leadership skills and teach others were provided through a drum leader
position, student council, and 2 student led improvement committee {S.L.L.C.). Leadership roles
changed frequently 1o allow many students the chance to participate. Roommaies are changed
avery threa months Lo provide friendship opporiunities, prevent cliques, and to teach
acceptence of others.

Interview with Headmaster;
Mark Dennison, Headmaster, indicated the importanice of maintaining goals to support
students through therapeutic as well as avademic means, The school addressed these goals



through experiential classroom learning. In order to assure curriculum effectiveness, the school
implemented data collection, establishment of learning objectives, and implementation of
instructional programs,

A grant from the Hershey Corporation has resulted in the recelpt of six interactive whiteboards
for classroom usage. Alumni Viilage experiences have kept previous students in touch with the
schoot and interested inits future.

Headmaster Dennison siated that a second Self-Assessment was completed after the initial
AdvancED visit to reforus on committess and their work in supporting the balance of
therapeutic and academic student support. Mark is passionate about his leadership for the
school and in leading his staff 1o make & difference in the lives of the girds that attend.

Conciusion: The Greenbiier Academny for Girls has completed the requirements of the APR by
addressing the two Reguired Actions. The school has implemented changes to meet
AdvancED's Quality Standards for Accreditation. The team recommends that Advisement be
removed from the status.

Fecommendation: Accredited

Team Members:

Rhonda Baker

Montgomery County Public Schools
Supervisor of Literacy Programs and Preschoo!

Brends Nash-Mason
Director, AdvancED West Virginis



Memorandum

To.  Mark Dennison, Greenbrier Academy for Girls
From: Betty Jordan, Office of Superintendent
Date: July 10, 2015

RE: Removal of Accreditation Status for SY 16

As a non-public school that has voluntarily chosen to participate in West Virginia Board
of Education Policy 2330, we sent correspondence dated April 1, 2015 to remind those
schools of their reporting obligation. Section 3.1.¢.2 of the policy requires those non-public
schools, who are accredited by this policy, to annually notify the West Virginia Department
of Education of their status. We asked that this information be sent to us by June 1, 2015.

To date we have not received the requested verification and wili remove your school’s
name from our list of accredited schools. We will also notify Summers County Schools of
this action. Until your school can demonstrate that it is in compliance with its respective
accrediting agency, students that should transfer from your school to a public school will
be ineligible to receive the benefits of Policy 2330. i you have any questions you may
contact me at bjjordan@k12.wv.us or 304.5658.2118

BJdd:np

¢ Summers County Schoals



1900 Kanewha Boulevard. East, Building 6 » Charleston, WV 25305
wede.us

April 23, 2021

Cristiano Cardoso Meto
Greenbrier Academy for Girls
PO Box 798

Alderson, WY 24910

Dear Mr. Cardoso Melo:

As a non-public school that has voluntarily chosen to participate in West Virginia Board
of Fducation Policy 2330, we have verified your school's accreditation status and it has
been continued for the 2021-2022 school year with the West Virginia Department of
Fducation. Sectionn 3.1.c.2 of the policy requires those non-public schools, who are
accredited by this policy, to annually notify the West Virginia Department of Education
of their status

we will notify Summers County Schools of your school's continued accreditation status.
If you have any questions you may contact me at dilambert,. -k12wv.us or 304.558.5325.

Sincerely,

Dustin Lambert, M Ed.
Coordinator

¢ Summers County Schools

W. Clayton Burch Miller L. Hali
State Superintendent of Schools Presiden:, West Virginiaz Board of Education



From: Cristiano Melo

Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 1:29 PM
To: Natalie Proctor

Subject: Copy of certificate - Non-public school

[EXTERNAL SENDER]: Do not click links, open attachments or reply to this email unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe,

Hi Ms. Proctor,

Please, view attached the copy of Greenbrier Academy For Girls’ current certificate, We are accredited
though COGNIA (former AdcandED).

Let me know if there is anything eise that you need from us,

Best regards,
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iy 1908 Kanowha Boulevard, East, Building 6
Charleston, Wesr Virginia 25305-0339
Phone: 304-558-2681

2
; j  West V irginia Fax: 304-558-0048

Dr. Steven L. Puine, State Superintenident of Schools

Aupust 6, 2007

L. Sheffield, Academic Director
Greenbrier Academy

Route 3, P.O. Box 342

Pence Springs, West Virginia 24962

Dear Ms. Sheffield:

Thank you for your recent leiter notifying me of your intent to operate a private or parochial schoo)
under the provisions of Exemption (), as cited in chapter eighteen, article eight, section one of the
West Virginia Code (§18-8-1). As required in §18-28-5, the section that sets forth Exemption (k)
specifics, you have sent the required information.

Your notice of intent to operate under Exemption (k) exempts the children between the ages of 6 and
16 who attend Greenbrier Academy from compulsory public school attendance. Upon request from
the county board of education, your school or its parent organization is required to present a list of
the names and addresses of all children between the ages of 6 and 16 who attend your school. A
copy of this letter is being forwarded to Mr. John D. Curry, Superintendent Greenbrier County
Schools, so that the county school attendance officer will know of this exemption,

This registration of a notice of intent to operate as an Exemption (k) school does not grant
registration or approval from this office for instruction in a home (home schooling - instruction for
your child or your children only). Therefore, if your notice of intent to operate is for a home school,
please send such notice to your county superintendent or board of education, not the state
superintendent of schools.

This Exemption (k) registration status granted by this letter is limited to any alternative private,
parochial, church or religious school which chooses to comply with the provisions of §18-28. This
Jetter is not an endorsement by the Department of Education of the program being offered in
Greenbrier Academy.

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code
establish the provisions for the operation of an Exemption (k) school (copy enclosed). Please review
each section carefully. It is your responsibility to meet each provision. Directions for complying
with §18-28-3, Standardized Testing Requirements, are also enclosed.

W EST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDU CATION
24672008
Detores W,  aeb. President. Priveitts M. Jladen. Vice Peesidens. Runald B, Spencer, Scoretan

Rabert %, Dunlevy Member Berbars N, Fich, Member Buems Hatfield, Member. Lowell E. Johnson. Member: Gayle Manchin Menber. Jeany . Phillips Member
Brisn E. Naland Fx Officw, Jemes L. Skidmore, £y Offion, Steven L. Paine. Ex Offiee

Department of Education hrpvvdestate wius



L. Sheffield, Academic Director
Greenbrier Academy
Page 2

Thank you for sending the required information. If you have questions about the requirements of
the West Virginia Code, please contact Karen Larry, Executive Assistant to the State Superintendent,
Building 6, Room B-362, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virignia 25305-0330,
(304) 558-2118 or at klarry@access.k12.wv.us.

Respectfully,

\%W\JJ L’%"‘:’\ﬁ/

Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools

cc: Mr. John D. Curry, Superintendent
Greenbrier County Schools

Enclosures
SLP:kl/ab
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L. Sheffield, Academic Director
Greenbrier Academy

Route 3, PO Box 342

Pence Springs, WV 24962
Telephone: 30444577790
Email: LSheffield@greenbrieracademy.com

5 August 2007

Dr. Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools
West Virginia Department of Education

Building 6, Room 358

1900 Kanawha Boulevard Fast

Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Dr. Paine:

Please accept this letter in reference to my conversation with Annetta Burgess on
August 3, 2007, As discussed, Greenbrier Academy is located in Summers County,
WYV and will be operating as an “exemption K school” in compliance with WVC §18-
28-6. In accordance with WVC §18-28.5, we are submitting our “new school notice
requirement” to begin operation on September 10, 2007.

If you have any further questions, 1 invite you to visit our school website at
www.greenbrieracademy.com or you may contact us at 304.445.7790. Thank you in
advance for your kindness and efforts on our behalf.

Very cordially,

L. Sheffield, Director
LSheffield@greenbrieracademy.com



Dr. Sweven L. Palne, Stefe Superintesdent of Schouls
1960 Kanawha Boulevard, Enast, Building 8
Charleston, 3V 25305-8330

Phone: 304-558-2681

o0 West Virginia _ | Fax: 3045580043
A Department of Education

L3

Im[;.:};%v -

August 22, 2008

Matthew Hart

Greenbrier Academy

P O Box 342

Pence Springs, WV 24862

Dear Mr. Hart:

in a letter dated April 15, 2008, our office requested standardized test results from Greenbrier Academy
for the 2007-08 school year. As of today, we have not received the reguested results. f we do not
receive the test results before September 1, 2008, it will be understood that your school will no longer
maintain Exemption (k) status in West Virginia and effective the 2008-09 school vear all students
previously enrolled at Greenbrier Academy will be enrolfed in the public school systern. In this event,
please notify in writing the State Superintendent of Schools at the above address of your intent to
terminate operation pursuant to West Virginia Code §18-28-5.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. if you have any additional questions, please feel
free to caontact me or my associate, Gloria Burdette, at {304) 558-2118.

. ]
Sm7ly,

i ' / p

N\ t / -,

77;\ Y //,f'\“ ’_/‘ . o l /_’
[ RN [ ‘ 3

}
Karen K. Larry, Executive Assistant
to the State Superintendent

KKL/gkb

c Vicki Hinerman, Superintendent
Summers County Schools

WEST VIRGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION
2008-2009
Delares W, {ook, President, Priscills 3L Haden, Vice President; Jeany M. Phitlips. Seanan
Robert W. Dunievy Member, Barhara Y. Fish, Member, Burma Maifield, Member. Lowell £. Johnsan, Member: Geyle C, Manchin Muonber Renetd 8. Kpencer, Membat
Brivn £, Noland, Fx Officio; James 1. Skidmore, Ex Officio. Steven L. Paine. Ix Offico



Dr. Sveven L. Puine, State Superintendent of Schools
1900 Kanuwlia Boulevard, East, Building 4
Charleston, WY 25305-0330

Phone: 304-558-2681

West \u‘gmia | Fax: 304-558-0048

Department of Education agp:rhovde.state. wes

Septernber 17, 2008

Karen Hurt, Academic Director
Greenbrier Academy for Girls
P.O. Box 342

Pence Springs, WV 24962

Dear Ms, Hurt:

t enjoyed the opportunity to speak with you this morning concerning Greenbrier Academy for Girls,
Your dedication to your students is certainly commendable!

As we discussed vis telephone, West Virginia Code §18-28-3 mandates private and parochial schools
operating under Exemption {k} status of West Virginia Code §18-8-1 to administer a standardized test to
all students between the ages of seven and sixteen, There are provisions for nonpublic schools that
exclusively teach special education students or children with learning disabilities. At first, it appeared
the students at Greenbrier Academy for Girls were exempt from testing due to various conditions
thought to be learning disabilities. After consulting our Office of Special Education, we have determined
the problems associated with your students are not classified as learning disabilities as per state and
faderal definitions. For this reason, we will be unable to accept portfolio assessments for your students
during the 2008-2009 school year. Students attending Greenbrier Academy for Girls will need to take
one of the standardized tests listed in West Virginia Code §18-28-3. Please consult this section of code
to determine which test will work best for your school. As you prepare for the upcoming tests, vou
might want to note all composite test scores are due to our office by mid-June.

if you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me at gkburdet@access.k12 wv.us or
{304}558-2118,

Sincerely,
.'l 2/ ) N ’ "7";_.—‘
a3 el TG

Gloria Burdette
Executive Assistant Secretary

gkb

Enclosure

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF £DBLC ATION
2008-1009
Delures W. Cook. President. Priscifts M, Haden, Vice Presidens; Jenny . Phiftips. Sveretan
Robert 3v. Dunlevy. Member, Barbary ™, Fish, Member, Burma Hetfield, Member, Lowell E. Johnson, Member. Geyle (. Manchin, Member, Roasld 8. Spencer, Member
Beian £, Nolanth, Ex Officin: James L. Skigmore, Ex Gfficio. Steven L. Paine, Fx Offian



Dr. Steven L. Paine, State Superintendens of Schools
1960 Kunawha Beulevord, East, Bullding 6
Chorlesion, WY 25305-0330

Phone: 364-558-2687

Fex: 304-558-0048

West Virginia

Department of Education diipHwvdestate wius

August 4, 2009

Karen Hurt

Greenbrier Academy

P O Box 342

Pence Springs, WV 24562

Dear Ms. Hurl:

In keeping with section three, article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your
Exemption {k) school’s test results for school year 2008-2009 were furnished to the state superintendent
of schools. The results were found, upon review, to provide a composite test result at or above the
fortieth percentile.

Based upon your compuosite test result, 1 am pleased to inform you that your school's Exemption (k)
registration has been extended through the 2009-2010 school year. Further yearly exiensions will be
dependent upon (1) the continued compliance with the provisions of article twenty-eight, chapter
eighteen [§18-28-1 et. seq.} of the West Virginia Code, {2) the annual submission of test results by the
established due date, and (3) the annual composite test result egualing or exceeding the fortieth
percentile.

Thank you for submitting your school’s annual test result for school year 2008-2009. 1 appreciate your
continued efforts on behalf of the students enrolled in your school.

Respectfuily,
7o

Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools

SLP:kki/gkb

C Vicki Hinerman, Superintendent
summers County Schools

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
200%-20190
Priscilis M. Huden. President; Jenny N, Phillips, Vice Presideat; Robers W, Dunlevy, Secretary
Deioces W. {Teak, Mewber; Barbara M. Fish, Member, Burma Hasfield, Membes; Loweli E£. Sohnson, Member; L, Wade Linger Jr. Member, Gayle C. Maachin, Momber
fyian £, Moland, Bx Qfficio; James L. Skidmore, Ex Officio; Steven L. Paine, Ex Officic



july 1, 2011

Mr. im Gordon

Greenbrier Academy for Girls
P O Box 342

Pence Springs, WV 24562

Dear Mr. Gordon:

In keeping with section three, article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your
Exemption {k) school’s test resuits for school year 2010-2011 were furnished to the state superintendent
of schools. The resuits were found, upon review, to provide a composite test result at or above the
fortieth percentile.

Based upon your composite test result, | am pleased to inform you that your school’s Exemption (k)
registration has been extended through the 2011-2012 schoot year. Further yearly extensions will be
dependent upon (1) the continued compliance with the provisions of article twenty-eight, chapter
eighteen (§18-28-1 et. seq.} of the West Virginia Code, {2} the annual submission of test results by the
established due date, and (3} the annual composite test result equaling or exceeding the fortieth
percentile.

Thank you for submitting your school’s annual test result for school year 2011-2012. | appreciate your
continued efforts on behalf of the students enrolled in your school.

Sincerely,

Jorea Marple, Ed.D.

State Superintendent of Schools

IM/Blnp

¢: Summers County Schools



July 13,2012

Mr. Mark Dennison
Greenbrier Academy for Girls
Route 3

Pence Springs, WV 24962

Dear ir. Dennison:

In keeping with section three, article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your Exemption (k)
school's test results for school year 2011-2012 were furnished to the state superintendent of schools. The resulis
were found, upon review, 1o provide a composite test resull at or above the fortieth percentile.

Based upon your composite test result, | am pleased fo inform you that your school's Exemption (k) registration has
been extended through the 2012-2013 school year. Further yearly extensions will be dependent upon (1) the
continued compliance with the provisions of article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen (§18-28-1 el seq.) of the West
Virginia Code, (2) the annual submission of test results by the established due date, and (3) the annual composite
test result egualing or exceeding the forlieth percentile.

it is the expectation that the standardized test utliized to meet the above mentioned provisions be normed within the
last fen years. Using a test older than ten years does not reflect current testing standards. Many of the older
assessments have been purchased by other testing companies and discontinued. The enclosed document details the
current nationally normed standardized tests that are acceptabie for meeting this requirement. Your school is also
able to participate in our statewide assessment, the WESTESTZ2, to meet the annual assessment requirement.
Please contact our Office of Assessment for details at 304.558.2546. Questions about the use of other nationally
normed lests may be directed {o Betty Jordan at 304.558.2118 or bjlordan@access k12 wv.us

Thank you for submitting your school's annual test result for schoot year 2011-2012. { appreciate your continued
efforts on behalf of the students enrolied in your scheol,

Sincerely,

i e

Jorea Marple, Ed D.
State Superintendent of Schools

JM/BJS:np
Enclosure

¢: Summers County Scheols



U’wf(/ Depariment of James B. Phares, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Schools
E@u c &Ti @N 190 Kenawha Bowlevard, East, Building 6
Charleston, WV 25305

hitp:/rwvde. state. s

June 12, 2013

Mr. Mark Dennison, Greenbrier Academy for Girls
PO Box 798
Alderson, WV 24910

Dear Mr. Dennison:

In keeping with seclion three, article iwenty-eight, chapler eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your
Exemption (k) school's test results for school year 2012-2013 were furnished to the state superintendent of
schools. The resulis were found, upon review, 1o provide a composite iest result at or above the forieth

percentile.

Based upon your composite fest result, | am pleased {o inform you that your schools Exemption (k)
registration has been extended through the 2013-2014 school year. Further yearly extensions will be
dependent upon (1) the continued compliance with the provisions of article twenty-eight, chapler eighteen
{§18-28-1 et. seq.) of the West Virginia Code, (2} the annual submission of test results by the established
due date and (3) the annual composite test resull equaling or exceeding the fortieth percentile.

It is the expectation that the standardized tes! utilized to meet the above mentioned provisions be normed
within the last ten years. The West Virginia Department of Education {WVDE) posilion regarding norm dates
is based on information we receive from testing companies that inform us they typicelly update nomm-
referenced test editions every five {o seven years to provide customers current, reliable norms and relevant,
meaningful conlent. With the publication of each new form, the vast majority of testing companies take care
to 1) alert customers about the updated editions that they offer and 2} inform customers the longer they stay
with a norm year the less refiable, less meaningful and potentially more inflated the tests scores become.

Additionally, testing companies do sometimes “sunset’ assessments and then publish new assessments.
For example, CTB/McGraw Hill used to provide CTBS and CAT, then a number of years ago they produced
the new TerraNova edition. Another issue that can occur with the use of older assessments is copyright
infringement, as the testing company may only have the right to use ceriain passages or content for 2
specific period of time.

Your school is also able to participate in our statewide assessment, the WESTESTZ, o meet the annual
assessment requirement. Please contact our Office of Assessment for details at 304.558.2546. Questions
about the use of other nationally normed tests may be directed to Betty Jordan at 304.558.2118 or
biiordan@access.k12.wv.us. Thank you for submitfing your schoof’'s annual test result for school year 2012-
2013. | appreciate your continued efforts on behalf of the students enrolied in your school.

Sincerely,

@ a2

James B. Phares, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Schools

JBPBJJ:np

¢: Summers Counly Schools
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June 26, 2014

Mark Dennison, Greenbrier Academy for Girls
PO Box 798
Alderson, WV 24810

Dear Mr. Dennison:

In keeping with section three, arlicle twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your Exemption (k)
school's test results for school year 2013-2014 were furnished to the stale superintendent of schools. The results
were found, upon review, 1o provide a composite test result at or above the fortieth percentile.

Based upon your composite fest result, | am pleased to inform you that your school's Exemption (k) registration has
been extended through the 2014-2015 school year. Further yearly exiensions will be dependent upon (1) the
continued compliance with the provisions of article iwenty-eight, chapler eighteen (§18-28-1 et. seq.) of the West
Virginia Code, (2) the annual submission of test results by the established due date and (3) the annual composite test
result equaling or exceeding the fortieth percentile.

It is the expectation that the standardized test utilized to meet the above mentioned provisions be normed within the
last ten years. The WVDE position regarding norm dates is based on information we receive from testing companies
that inform us they typically update norm-referenced test editions every five to seven years to provide customers
current, refiable norms, and relevant, meaningful content. With the publication of each new form, the vast majority of
testing companies take care to 1) alert customers about the updated editions that they offer and 2) inform customers
the longer they stay with a norm year the less reliable, less meaningful and potentially more inflated the tests scores

become.

Additionally, testing companies do sometimes "sunsel” assessments and then publish new assessments. For
example, CTB/McGraw Hilt used to provide CTBS and CAT; then a number of years ago they produced the new
TerraNova edition. Another issue that can occur with the use of older assessments is copyrignt infringement, as the
testing company may only have the right to use cerlain passages or content for a specific period of time. The
enclosed document details the nationally normed standardizes tests that are acceptable for meeting this requirement.

Your school is also able to participate in our siatewide assessment, the Smarter Balanced Assessment, {o meet the
annual assessment requirement. Please contact our Office of Assessment for detalls at 304 558.2546. Questions
about the use of other nationally normed tesis may be directed to Betty Jordan at 304.568.2118 or

hilordan@access.k1Z2. wv.us.

Thank you for submitting your school's annual test result for school year 2013-2014. 1 appreciate your continued
efforts on behalf of the students enrolled in your school.

Sincerely,

@M A

James B. Phares, Ed.D.
Siate Superintendent of Schools

JBP/BJnp

¢: Summers County Schools



June 30, 2015

John Grego, Greenbrier Academy for Girls
PO Box 798
Alderson, WV 24910

Dear Mr. Grego:

In keeping with section three, article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen of the West Virginia Code, your Exemption (k)
school's test results Tor school year 2014-2015 were furnished to the state superintendent of schools. The resulis were
found, upon review, to provide a composite test result al or above the fortieth percentile.

Based upon your composite test result, | am pleased to inform you that your school's Exernption (k) regisiration has
been extended through the 2015-2016 school year. Further yearly extensions will be dependent upon (1) the continued
compliance with the provisions of article twenty-eight, chapter eighteen (§18-28-1 et. seq.) of the West Virginia Code,
{2) the annual submission of test results by the established due date and (3) the annual compcsite test result equaling
or exceeding the fortieth percentite.

it is the expectation that the standardized test utilized to meet the above mentioned provisions be normed within the
last ten years. The department's position regarding norm dates is based on information we receive from testing
companies that inform us they typically update norm-referenced test editions every five to seven years to provide
customers curreni, reliable norms, and relevant, meaningful content. With the publication of each new form, the vast
majority of testing companies take care {o 1) alert customers about the updated editions that they offer and 2) inform
customers the longer they stay with a norm year the less reliable, less meaningful and potentially more inflated the
tests scores become.

Additionaily, testing companies do sometimes "sunsetl” assessments and then publish new assessments. For example,
CT8/McGraw Hill used to provide CTBS and CAT; then a number of years ago they produced the new TerraNova
edition. Another issue that can occur with the use of older assessments is copyright infringement, as the testing
company may only have the right fo use certain passages or content for a specific period of time. The enclosed
document details the nationally normed standardized tests that are acceptable for meeting this requirement.

Your school is also able lo patticipate in our West Virginia Statewide Summalive Assessment, to meet the annual
assessment requirement. Please contact our Office of Assessment for details at 304.558.2548. Questions about the
use of other nationatly normed tests may be directed to Betty Jordan at 304.558.2118 or bijordan@k 12.wv us.

Thank you for submitting your school's annual test result for school year 2014-2015. | appreciate your continued efforts
on behalf of the students enrofled in your schoot,

Sincerely,
> IR Vo

Michael J. Martirano, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Schools

MJMBJnp

¢ Summers Counly Schools



19600 Kanawha Boulevard, Fast. Building 6 + Charleston, WV 25305
wvrda.ns

August 7, 2020

Greenbrier Academy for Girls
PO Box 788
Alderson, WV 24910

Dear Cristiano Cardoso Melo:

in keeping with seclion three, arlicle twenty-gight, chapler eighteen of the West Virginia Code, Exermption K schools
are required fo retum standardized testing scores that demonsirate proficiency above the fortieth percentile on an
annual basis to the State Superintendent of Schools. Dus to the COVID-19 emergency this past schoo! year, the
standardized tesling requirement was waived for all students. However, all non-public schools were still required to
submit their annual enrotiment numbers,

Since the West Virginia Department of Education has received your enroflment report for the 2019-2020 school year,
we are continuing your school's Exemption K status for the 2020-2021 schoof vear. In the event of another state or
county wide school shut down by the Govemor, please ensure you have a continuity of leaming plan in place for your
students through other means of remole instruction. Students will st be required lo receive 180 days of instrustion
per West Virginia Code, even when the instruction must occur remotely.

in addition, please work with your local heallh department in establishing a safe learning environment for this
upcoming school year for both students and staff. The West Virginia Depariment of Health and Human Resources,
Bureau for Public Health, has a multilude of resources availabie for download from their wabsite at

it s:/idhhr.we,ov/COVID- 15/Pagasidefaull ascx or by calfing 1-800-887-4304. This site includes checklists,
posters, CDC guidance documenis and contact information for local county health depariments.

On a refated topic, my office receives multiple calls each year from former non-public school students asking for help
in focating student records. if your school has not established a system to archive student records and dipiomas, |
would encourage you 0 do so and te provide information to students who transfer or graduate from your school on
how {o retrieve those records. This is especially imporfant in the event that a non-public schoof closes.

Thank you for submitting the required enroliment report for 2018-2020. | appreciate your continued efforts on behalf
of the studentis enrofied in your school. My best wishes for a successful 2020-2021 school year.

Sincerely, e
v

W. Clayion Burch
State Superintendent of Schools

WCB/DLnp

W. Clayton Burch Miller 1. Hall
State Superintendent of Schaols President, West Virginia Board of }iduéann
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O cember 17, 2018

his Robecea Miller

45 East Sreel
Georgetown. MA 01833

s 14 e
P oreceipt of your letler to Mr. Gragoe of Greenbrier Academy dated November 3C, 2018
toeelstand your cencerns regarding your and applaud your involvement
Lo ahyocacy regarding her education. The West \Virginia Department of Education is
rospensibie for ensuring that non-public schools in West Virginia adhere to West Virginia
S:atc Code Chapler 18, Arlicle 28 — "Private, Parochial, or Church Schools, or Schools of 2
R igicus Order 7 This section of Code deals with the academic requirements for non-public
¢« ol Greenbrier Academy is found 1o be in compliance with the academic requirements
as sotionh in this Code.

1 & West Vieginia Dapartment of Health and Human Resources (WVDHHR) licenses
benaviosa health centers  Inorder to ensure that your concerns are shared with the

aupiop tale individuals your letter has been forwarded to Ms. Linda Phillips. licensing
specia st at the WYDHHR. I you would like 1o reach out to Ms. Phillips directly, she can be
reache d at {304) 637-5560 ext. 2037

i ever be of essisiance please do not hesitate 1o contact me duectly at (304)558-3189
o1 al

Respestidly,

C el Reesves
Cuetduvator
Cbee »f Leadership & Systermn Support



November 3Q, 2018

Dear Mr. Grago,

On October 1, 2018, | withdrew my“ from the
Semester Forward Program at Greenbrier Academy nine weeks early. | think it is

important that you realize why | made this decision.

Prior to Greenbrier, had successfully completed eighty days at Open
Sky Wilderness Program with the recommendation that she attend an aftercare
program. After researching the possibilities, | found Greenbrier. | spoke to Tracey
O'Deli-Caruso several limes, discussed it with s therapist from Open Sky,
spoke with a former Greenbrier parent, and spoke with a current student.
We ail agreed (JJfJJJJ# inciuded, that it was 4 good choice. We were wrong, After

's seven weeks there, we learned that Greenbrier does not keep to the
professional standards we had expected from a therapeutic boarding school.

As a parent, | was most disturbed o learn tha s therapist lacked the
appropriate boundaries of 4 mature therapist. In therapy, she loidmthat she
(the therapist} had cut herseif in the past. She also shared personal details about
her tamily as well as her beliefs on issues like guns and religion. She blamed my
daughter for talking so much about going home that they didn't have time to discuss
more important family issues. She was there to provide treatment lo a teenage girl.
As the therapist, it was her job to focus the session, provide treatment, and support
the patient. This did not happen.

The medical coordinator, who distributed the girls’ medications, was either
not properly trained or not responsible. For several days after (i had been
there, she had to request the proper medication as she was given one pill instead of
two pilis. When | was contacted about sending more medication, the coordinator
asked me to send the wrong dosage and I contacted her to make the correction.
While- was there, two girls with the same first name were given each other’s
medication for a week until the misitake was discovered by one of the girls.

Several ofthe Resident Assistants were either poorly trained or not trained
at all. When &lRBwas upset, she was told not to be sad, but not given any advice,
suppori or help. Another girl said she wanted to kill herself and was told not to say
that because she didn't mean it. The RAs seemed o function more as babysitters
than support staft for the students.

The school created an atmosphere that sel the parents and the staff against
the students. Open communication with your child was not easy to arrange without
interference of staff or the therapist When -Nas finally able to write us a
letter explaining why she wanted to leave, her therapist warmed her repeatedly that
if we (her parents) didn’t agree, she could end up at the local homeiless shelter.

fiﬁer we decided Lo withdraw her, the therapist and the dlinical director kept

vut of the room while they tried to convince us that she should stay. |
seriously wondered if they were concerned about her welfare or the welfare of the
school.

Do not think  am writing this letter for any nefarious purpose. ! think the
intentions of Greenhrier Academy are good, and that there are people there who are



uying to make it a productive experience for the girls. However, ai this time there
are some serious problems that need (o be addressed before it can be truly helpful
to the students it serves.

Sincerely,

A useen” iatde

Rebecca Miller
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Deborah Halstead linda . K. Ph IS @wy. a0V
From: Lowell Gallord <lgalford@greenbrieracademy.com>

Sent; Friday, November 30, 2018 5:32 PM

To: Deborah Halstead

Debbic. . A’a*w N /4Q/M o 7«"4“’&

= FHhseag e DH YL i
(Jru:nbnr.r Agadeimy plans to transition froma theraneum bo_drdmg, sd}ﬂgl)m & staff supervised residential
f‘m,mmem center M9, One change this transition brings is that all academics will be offered through an on-

line piiriner. My question is will Greenbrier stil] be considered a private K school by WVDE that is still allowed \;k
1o issue transeripts and diplomas or will we be dependent upon vur on-hine school partner to provide them?
Duul iste ’ézuxwm
{ZM&’)% L R gt
Fowel T - .

( @»t}wq,,uw }W\-

Lowell Gulford s s
Academic Director & Lo

Greenbrier Acaden for Givls M

Best regards,

lzalford@ greenbrieracademy.com
ORA Muin 403-445-"740 M
GBA Offite, 30345 237G e 7
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Rose,

Thanks for the update. We'll file this info for any future reference.

Karen

Karen K. Larry, Ed.D.
Fxecutive Assistant
to the State Superintendent of Schools West Virginia Department of Education
Capitol Complex Building 6, Room 362 19060 Kanawha Blvd. E.
Charleston, WY 2538%
Phone: 384-558-2118
Fax: 384-558-8048
Email: klarrywaccess.kl2.wv.us
Web: http://wvde.state.wv.us

----- Original Message-~---
From: Rose Lowther-Berman [mailto:roselowtherberman@wvdhhr.org]
Sent: Monday, September 88, 2888 B8:85 AM

TJo: Karen lLarry
Subject: Question re: Greenbrier Girls Academy

It is. We deemed/gave them a licensed based on their Residential Child
Care license (through Laura Sperry’s unit in BCF).

BCF does the actual on site inspections.
Hope this helps!

Dr. Rose Lowther-Berman

Behavioral Health Program Manager II

Office of Health Facility Licensure and Certification
1 Davis Square, Suite 101

Charleston, Wy 25381-179%

Confidentiality Notice: This message, including any attachments, is

for the sole use of the individual or entity named above. The message
may contain confidential health and/or legally privileged information.
If you are not the above-named recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on
the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy all copies of the original message.

>>> “Karen Larry" <klarry@access.k12.wv.us> 89/04/88 9:53 AM >>»
Good morning Rose,



We've not communicated for guite a while, and I'm hoping you are still
my

contact for nonpublic school questions that might be related to DHHR.
If

you have moved on, please notify me of who is the new you!

We have a new Exemption (k) school operating in Summers County.
Greenbrier

Girls Academy is a residential girls school. It sounds legit, but we
think

we have provided it some incorrect information regarding the testing of
its

students, To determine our needed information, we have checked the
school's

web site. Upon checking out the web site -
http://www.greenbrieracademy . com

- we find that it provides therapeutic services.

If the school is providing such services, is it licensed with you to do
so?

Thanks for your help,

Karen

Karen K. Larry, Ed.D.
Executive Assistant
to the State Superintendent of Schools
West virginia Depariment of Education
Capitol Complex
Building 6, Room 362
1968 Kanawha Blvd. E.
Charleston, WV 25385
Phone: 384-558-2118

Fax: 384-558-0048



Email: «<mailto:klarry@access.k12.wv.us> klarry@access.kl2.wv.us

Web: <htip://wvde.state.wv.us> hittp://wvde.state.wv.us



Wuﬁ v m Dewm'nem of Michael S Martirano, £4.D., State Suuperintendent of Schools
Ewc T' ON 1960 Konawha Bouleverd, East, Building 6
Charleston, WV 25305

Atip /hwvde state wv us

February 2, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter serves to verify that the Greenbrier Academy for Gitls is a duly registered
private or parochial school under the provision of Exemption (k), as cited in chapler
eighteen, article eight, section one of the West Virginia Code (§18-8-1).

The Exemption (k) registration status is not an endorsement by the West Virginia
Department of Education of the program being offered in the Greenbrier Academy for
Girls nor does it carry any statement of accreditation of the school. Exemption (k) schools
may voluntarily seek accreditation from one of the national accrediting organizations that
are recoghized by the West Virginia Board of Education per their Policy 2330.

if you have questions about this letter or the aforementioned sections of state law,
please contact me at 304-558-2118 or bjjordan@k12 wv.us.

Respectiully,

L3 L '._ I
%&’Cfg N

N
38

~

Betty Jordan
Executive Assistant {o the State Superintendent




