@@ Tournament of Minds (TOM) History

Tournament of Minds Esperance Senior High School
Challenging the World

The Tournament of Minds is a critical and creative thinking skills competition with representatives from each
Australian State and from New Zealand, Hong Kong, Thailand and Singapore competing each year in October in
a capital city in Australia. The competition is soon to expand to include other countries as well. Both Government
and private schools compete to represent their State or country. The competition has been operating in Australia
since 1987, in Western Australia since 1992 and in Esperance Senior High School since 1993.

The objectives of TOM are:

1. To provide the challenge of real, open-ended problems
The participants will encounter constructive, challenging problems that have no fixed solutions.

2. To develop creative problem solving approaches and techniques
Tournament of Minds recognises and encourages the development of individual creative potential.

3. To foster cooperative learning and teamwork
Team participants are expected to work cooperatively with all others involved.

4. To stress positive reinforcement and celebrate excellence
Participants are to be encouraged throughout the problem solving process. Judges will be supportive of
the efforts of all students.

5. To encourage experimentation and risk taking
The nature of problem solving includes a range of experiences. Students are encouraged to explore all
available alternatives.

6. To expand and reward creative and divergent thinking
On Tournament Day the judges will reward both unusual and creative ideas within the problem’s
boundaries.

7. To stimulate a spirit of inquiry and love of learning
Participants are encouraged to think creatively, take risks, be aware of the consequences of their actions
and to become involved in an exciting learning experience.

The TOM motto is: It is the journey, not the destination.

Esperance Senior High School (SHS) has been represented in TOM at a State or national level many times
since the school became involved in TOM in 1993. Between 1993 and 2017, Esperance SHS has won the
Australasian Pacific national finals seven times and gained Honours (2" and 3 placement in each division)
eleven times. In 2017, the Language Literature and Social Sciences TOM teams were selected for the State
finals, with the Language Literature team winning both the State finals and then the Australasian Pacific finals on
28" October in Adelaide.

There are four divisions in the competition: Maths Engineering (now called Engineering Maths), Social Sciences,
Language Literature and more recently, Applied Technology (now called Science Technology) at both primary
school level (years 4 - 6) and secondary level (years 7 -10). Each team has up to 7 students.

Students are assessed on their creative and critical thinking skills, problem solving ability, dramatic presentation,
team work, time management skills and the ability to work under pressure.

Students have two presentations to make. At the State and national finals they have three hours to prepare a
response to a challenge and ten minutes to present a solution. They also face a spontaneous challenge, being
given a problem to prepare the solution in four minutes and to present their response in one or two minutes.

In 2006 the Esperance SHS Maths Engineering team represented Western Australia in the national finals held in
Adelaide. The three hour National Challenge for Maths Engineering was: “A Tall Storey”. The problem was as
follows:

A king is facing a revolt by his troops as the ‘golden orb’ that is a significant feature in the sky is not
maintaining its position. The king summons the engineers and mathematicians to work out how to raise the
orb as high in the sky as possible. They only have at their disposal some poles, stretchy ropes and some
strange blue glue.
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Teams are required to use only the allowed materials to construct a tower that will hold the golden orb as
high as possible. The tower must have at least three separate parts, and the orb must remain safely on the
tower for 10 seconds. The higher the tower, the better.

The Esperance SHS team approached this problem using a chess board scenario. The ‘troops’ or chess
pieces were going to revolt by making all players equal size. The king was unhappy, and the solution was
achieved by making the golden orb in his crown higher than the other chess pieces. The tower represented
a king’s crown and the orb sat in the top of this clever construction.

The Esperance SHS Maths Engineering team was successful in winning the national finals in 2006.

On Saturday 20t October 2007 the national finals were held in Canberra. Esperance Senior High School
represented Western Australia in the Secondary Division of the Language Literature competition. Seven
students from years 8, 9 and 10 were in the team that competed in Canberra.

The Language Literature teams were required to interpret a poem by A.A.Milne called ‘Disobedience’. The
poem has three verses, but the students were only given the first two verses and had to create the
remainder of the story themselves. In the poem, the mother runs away from James Morrison, who is the
child, and comes to the end of town.

The Esperance Senior High School students depicted the child as the mother’s inner self, as she traces her
childhood steps. She is seen as dying of cancer and the child, James, tries to stop her from going to the
end of town, which the students portrayed as death.

The judges commended the Esperance students for their complex and innovative approach to this task as well
as their outstanding presentation, including the use of tabloids. They also commended the team on their
excellent spontaneous task, where the students were given a series of sounds to respond to, which they
depicted as the creative process of writing.

In 2009 the Applied Technology team won the Australasian Pacific finals in Brisbane. (Teams from New Zealand
and Singapore now also compete in TOM, with other international teams planning to join the competition in
future years). The teams had to produce a four minute movie titled “Flashback” and present a three minute
documentary on the making of the movie that incorporated three complex technical features.

In response to this challenge, the Esperance team created a short film on an old lady’s wartime memories,
as despite her advancing dementia, her life, joys and sorrows flashbacked to the war time era, during which
she lost her son while he was defending his country.

This challenge was used for both the State and national finals, with teams in the national finals being
required to develop a new scenario based around the documentary and movie they had created for the
State finals.

In 2017 the Language Literature team won the Australasian Pacific finals of TOM in Adelaide, competing against
teams from all Australian States, New Zealand, Hong Kong and Thailand.

The ten minute presentation comprised the following challenge. Each year the Macquarie dictionary (which
all teams have access to in their planning) holds an Award for the ‘Word of the Year’. The challenge was to
choose two words not in the English dictionary and create a new word, with all three words being selected
as a finalist in the competition. The ‘words’ had to represent their country’s culture and society and justify to
the judging panel through an Awards ceremony why the winning word was worthy of entering the dictionary
as the ‘Word of the Year'.

In response to this challenge, the Esperance team created an ‘A-ward’ society set in a ward of the mental
institution where inmates had been placed due to the many social issues they were suffering.

The three words chosen by the team were Dehumanisation (not in the Macquarie dictionary as the team
discovered), Take-advantage and Esoprup (‘purpose’ spelt backwards). Each year the mental institution
holds a ceremony to spread knowledge throughout the society of social issues identified and to gain support
for a resolution to these problems. As finalists, the ‘three words’ explained their issues of equality, justice
and safety and made a compelling case for freedom to the judges on a Q and A interview panel. ‘Esoprup’
won the competition as “everyone needs a purpose in life, and ‘purpose’ integrated the other issues into a
universal response and resolution”, so was a clear winner.
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Esperance Senior High School TOM History

(A critical and creative thinking skills international competition)

ESHS teams that won or

Year ESHS teams in State Finals ESHS teams in National Final received Honours* in the
National Finals

1993 | Maths Engineering Maths Engineering in Sydney Maths Engineering (Honours)

1994 | Maths Engineering Maths Engineering in Adelaide Maths Engineering (Won)

1996 | Social Sciences
Maths Engineering

1997 | Social Sciences (creativity award) | Social Sciences Social Sciences (Honours)
Maths Engineering Maths Engineering in Brisbane

1998 | Social Sciences

1999 | Social Sciences Social Sciences in Adelaide
Language Literature

2000 | Social Sciences Social Sciences
Language Literature Language Literature in Sydney

2001 | Social Sciences
Maths Engineering
Language Literature

2002 | Social Sciences Social Sciences in Melbourne Social Sciences (Won)

2003 | Social Sciences Social Sciences Social Sciences (Honours)
Maths Engineering Language Literature in Darwin
Language Literature

2004 | Social Sciences Social Sciences Social Sciences (Honours)
Maths Engineering Language Literature in Perth Language Literature (Honours)
Language Literature

2005 | Social Sciences
Maths Engineering
Language Literature

2006 | Maths Engineering Maths Engineering Maths Engineering (Won)
Social Sciences Social Sciences in Adelaide Social Sciences (Honours)
Language Literature

2007 | Language Literature Language Literature in Language Literature (Won)
Maths Engineering Canberra

2008 | Language and Literature

2009 | Applied Technology Applied Technology in Brisbane | Applied Technology (Won)
Language Literature

2010 | Language Literature

2011 | Language Literature Language Literature in Hobart Language Literature (Honours)
(creativity award)

2012 | Language Literature
Social Sciences

2013 | Language Literature

2014 | Language Literature Language Literature Language Literature (Honours)
Social Sciences Social Sciences in Melbourne Social Sciences (Honours)

2015 | Language Literature Language Literature Language Literature (Won)
Social Sciences Social Sciences in Sydney Social Sciences (Honours)
Applied Technology

2016 | Language Literature Language Literature Social Sciences (Honours)
Social Sciences Social Sciences in Gold Coast

2017 | Language Literature Language Literature Language Literature (Won)
Social Sciences in Adelaide

2018 | Language Literature

Social Sciences

*(N.B. Honours is allocated to the 2"¢ and 3 placement in each division)
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National Winners

Team State Finalists National Finalists | National Honours
Language Literature 19 9 3 3
Social Sciences 17 10 7 1
Maths Engineering 10 4 1 2
Applied Technology 2 1 1

TOM Teams 2016
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TOM Language Literature 2017
winning team trophy
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