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The Introspection and Prospect of the Policy Changes of the
College Entrance Examination during 40 Years
of Reform and Opening—up

LIU Enxian'?
(1. Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005;
2. Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071 )

Abstract: The College Entrance Examination system has been changed and adjusted since the recovery of
the system. According to the different policy problems in different periods, the College Entrance Examination
system has been improving and upgrading, the periodicity and features in stages was presented. There are three
editions of continuous transformation and upgrading since the Policy Reform and Opening—up. In the first stage
from 1978 to 1997, the core features were senior high school examinations and standardized tests. In the second
stage from 1998 to 2009, the core features were the expansion of the enrollment scale, the subject setting and the
reform of the propositional way. The third stage has the core features of classification examinations,
comprehensive evaluation, and multiple ways of admission since 2010. To satisfy with people’s needs in the
education, we must build the College Entrance Examination for the people’s satisfaction and promote the policy
innovation, practice innovation and theoretical innovation of the CEE, so as to make the CEE system more
perfected and stable.

Key words: Reform and Opening—up; College Entrance Examination; policy changes



