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A brivele der mamen

(A little letter to mama)

music and words by Solomon Smulevitz

My child, my comfort, you are going away.
Remember to be a good son.

With anxious tears and fear | beg you,

your loyal, dear mother.

You are traveling, my child, my only child,
across distant seas.

Just arrive in good health

and don’t forget your mother.

Oh, travel in health and arrive in good spirit.
Please send a letter every week,

and thus lighten your mother’s heart, my child.

A letter to your mother

you shouldn’t delay.

Write right away,

dear child.

Grant her this consolation.

Your mother will read your little letter
and she will recover.

You'll heal her pain,

her bitter heart.

You'll delight her soul.

These eight years I've been alone.
My child has sailed far away.

His childish heart is hard as stone:
Not a single letter has arrived.
How can my child go on?

How is his life going?

He must be doing very well there,
since he’s forgotten me.

I’ve sent him a hundred letters,
and he still has no sense

that my pain is so deep.

A letter to your mother ...

In the city of New York there’s a wealthy home,
with hearts that have no feeling.

Her son lives there in lavish style.

He has a lovely family:

a beautiful wife and two children

with radiant face.

And as he sits and beams with pride at them,
he receives a letter:

“Your mother is dead,” it has happened.

In life you neglected her.

This was her last wish:

Say a little kaddish for your mother,
don’t delay.

Say it now,

dear son.

Grant her this consolation.

Your mother will hear the kaddish
from her grave.

You'll heal her pain, her bitter heart.
You'll delight her soul.



David Jason Snow

for Fred DeChristofaro

Fun Zaydeleh's Lied Buch
for solo woodwinds and recorded sound

00

Al |0

nut

|
] \ ||
|
QL
—
L o
5
- —_
] s
] 2
1
ol 2
RS
1S
()
n
[ YHA R
LN
o S
()
]
A
N
(V]
[T7%| ©»
~
]
X
Q-
T w
BEEE 1
LUl ©
|
-~
NN
e
el 3
|
5
[HEP-N
S | D
./.ﬁ L =
N
S
>
=~ <
5 | D
o IS
=
' S
=
2
i <
N S
g =
I~}
= S
2 e 9
| S =
el o
-
==
L sl T
N &
4
-
k=)
2 =
.n u
o
= %
© el
$ [P}
8 2
© 1)
Q
(]
$—

0:30

A4 H
i wtt

(voice)

70

|

I

|
(7

e

e

e

double bass pizz

e

o]
i

\

A4 4
Y w177

How

PERN

70

=0
&

AP

D
r

&

\




page 2

A4 H
i wott

173‘\

ff

S
e
|

s

‘g .
I
I

.W".W'.

s

‘g .
I
I

.W".W'..

s

-
D]
4

7]
1

r

imitating recorded voice in canon,

51

1:31

¢|[1

“hy)
S |
N ~t
V
~
2
2
S T
< A 2
3 o
S |mL
m Ay
=
g
=
=
=
.IIJ_W_
Al
I
1CYs
(a1
L
TN
eI
Al
[
eI
2 T
S
SR ant Y1
e
=
N7
< [I|ell
]
S (I
S
Y]
=
N
N
=
w L]
~ TN
S
ISk YR
N
S |
5 el
= |
SN
T |
N
LY
S
=
=
~
= .,
3 N
S ijlell
S
d L
S dhle
g |
S I
> |f
S __
5 |e]
= |l
2
S e
S M &
o~ | SN
rt
| |
- -
= v
e

/—\’73“

N N
Nt Nt
S SN

LHA. LHA.
Nt Nt
D [

£ £

L HEN L HEN
i s

17 17
\EE e

| TE

.\\g— 17

(10

J

L HEN

[

o T

A
| AN e
Q!

L [TT®
| InNE

™
(Y
L HEN
ol T

8l Ik

| TEE! 17

L EN

A e

L HEN

[ 1Ei

Q|

s :

L HN TN

i o

| TEE! 17

L

| 11

Q| M

| AN

(Y0

Q|

P\ .

L HN TN

[ 1N
o L HEN

QL

ol T

T T

oo \ oo \

oy

\

e

T~
ss &

A4 4
et

| 18 A
i il
o [
{ 18
D\\g | EEE
| 1mE | 10N
| EEE | EEE
| 188 | 1NN
el el
| 1mE | 10N
SHil SHil
[11® [11®
7o 7o
|\ |
I I
ol ol
N QL
QL QL
| 1mE | 10N
QL QL
| 1mE | 10N
Q1 Q1
« «
I I
Q1 Q1
| EEE | EEE
| 1mE | 10N
N QL
[11e [11e
Q| Q|
e vt o e vt o
T T
O

\




page 3

AL

[T®I

\/
_

[Tl

A

TRl

191

Y

2:21

4

_'_l_'_l_" -
%

(7]

ﬁ

Z°

Z°

)

e

=y

)]

&°
ﬁv

7]
=y

o £

=y

np

e

&°

e

y

e

b

voice and double bass pizz

drone

#
A4 H
Y w171

o ® o® .

el

Y

-

-

1]

" _9'

=y

il

_'._l_'._l_'. l

=Z°

b o

=°

-~~~ - — OO 0 OO 00O OO 00O O0OOOOOOOOOO—O0OO0OOOO0OOOOOO—OO0O0O0O0O0OO0OOOOOO—0O0O0OOO0O0OO0OOOO—O0O0O0OOO0O0O0OOOO——0000_—

-
L]
i =TT

YR R

£ o

(70

o ® o® .

(70

37
o®

o® o®

-

173‘\
2 fe o ,

~

—

o ® oPy

b

-~ OO OO OO OO OO OO0OOOOO0OOOOO—OO0O0OOOOO0OOOO—OO0OOOOOOO0OOOOO—OO0OOO0OO0O0OOOO—O0OOOOOO0O0OOOO—0OOO___000_—

Ll
&
Ll




page 4

match dynamic level of the recorded double bass part
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Composer David Jason Snow (b. 1954) received his professional musical training at the Eastman
School of Music (1972-1976) where he studied with Joseph Schwantner, Warren Benson, and
Samuel Adler, and at the Yale School of Music (1976-1978) where he was a student of Jacob
Druckman. While at Eastman, he was awarded the Bernard and Rose Sernoffsky Prize in
composition (1974), the McCurdy Prize (1975), and the Howard Hanson Prize (1976), and at
Yale he received the Frances E. Osborne Kellogg Prize (1978). Other honors include BMI Student
Composer Awards (1977, 1979), Annapolis Fine Arts Foundation Composition Prizes (1981,
1983, 1984, 1985), an ASCAP Foundation Grant (1981), a National Association of
Composers/USA Composition Prize (1981), a National Federation of Music Clubs Composition
Prize (1981), National Endowment for the Arts Composer Fellowships (1982, 1985), a Meet the
Composer Grant (1983), and Maryland State Arts Council Grants (1992, 1997). Snow has been
awarded artist residencies at Yaddo (1981, 2000) and Millay Arts (2004), and commissions from
the College Band Directors National Association Commission (1982) and the Renee B. Fisher
Foundation (1997).
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Scores and parts to compositions by David Jason Snow are available for download in PDF format
from the Internet Archive at no cost under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Unported license. See the Creative Commons License Deed on the following page
for restrictions on use of these materials.

David Jason Snow and heirs to his estate retain copyright (as modified by the Creative
Commons license) and exclusive performing rights to his works. Distribution of performance
royalties is managed by Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI), and public performances, broadcasts, and
streaming of any of these works must be promptly reported to BMI (https://www.bmi.com).
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