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Who Pays It
From the Congressional Record—.

Mr. Rayburn—I may say to the gen­
tleman that I am one member of the 
House who will not vote for any tax 
bill for the District of Columbia that 
has any ambiguity in it with refer­
ence to the question whether or not I 
may have to pay an additional in­
come tax in the District of Columbia 
or whether my clerks will have to pay 
an additional income tax in the Dis­
trict of Columbia when they are citi­
zens of the State of Texas. (Applause.)
This ambiguity, in so far as it 

might affect the distinguished Ma­
jority Leader of ""be House of Repre­
sentatives and fils clerical employes, 
was removed through an amendment 
which exempts the salaries of mem­
bers of Congress and their employes.

It is not wholly removed in so far 
as it affects the salary of, say, the 
Chairman of the Reconstruction Fi­
nance Corporation, Mr. Jesse Jdhes, 
who, though neither a member of 
Congress nor a Congressman’s clerk, 
is still a sound citizen of the great 
State of Texas.

Texas has no income tax. Would a 
citizen of Texas, earning his living 
in the District, be taxed? Questioned 
closely on this point during debate 
on the District income tax bill, Rep­
resentative Dirksen of Illinois said 
he could "And precedents and good 
argument on both sides of the ques­
tion.” But the bill is rather explicit. 
It says that no credit will be allowed 
against the District tax on an in­
come which is exempt from taxa­
tion in a State or Territory. Mr. 
Jones’ salary, and the salaries of his 
fellow Texans earned in the District, 
exempt from income tax by Texas, 
would therefore be taxable by the 
District under the bill. These Texans 
may wish to discuss the question in 
more detail with their tax-exempt 
Congressmen.

As for the citizens of the thirty- 
two States which have an income 
tax, including Maryland and Vir­
ginia, the House bill taxes their sal­
aries earned in the District of Co­
lumbia—if they are not members of 
Congress or Congressional secre­
taries—but credits them with State 
Income taxes paid. If they are Fed­
eral employes, however, and their 
States have not yet enacted laws to 
tax their hitherto tax-exempt sal­
aries, they will pay the tax to the 
District of Columbia without State 
tax credits. When the District begins 
taxing salaries of Federal employes, 
the States will not be far behind.

For thousands of non-residents 
who earn their living in the District, 
the bill means a form of triple taxa­
tion. The Federal Government takes 
its full share; the States come next 
and the District collects what is left. 
In some cases, the District’s share will 
be substantial. In others, the District 
will get nothing after credits for 
State taxes are allowed.

For District residents, the bill car­
ries its own grave threat, with rates 
that can be hiked at the whim or 
caprice of Congress. It would be dif­
ficult to find a parallel for the bald 
selfishness shown in the vote to ex­
empt Congressional salaries. The 
money is not as important as the 
attitude of legislators who, holding 
the exclusive power of government 
over a community of voteless Ameri­
cans, effectively claim for themselves 
complete immunity from the obliga­
tions they impose on fellow citizens.

The American Flag
One hundred and sixty-two years 

ago today, Congress assembled at 
Philadelphia adopted a resolution to 
the effect that: "The Flag of the 
United States be thirteen stripes, 
alternate red and white; the union 
be thirteen stars, white in a blue 
field representing a new constella­
tion.” The original design, tradition 
tells, was worked out by a committee 
consisting of George Washington, 
Robert Morris and George Ross. It 
was executed by Mrs. Betsy Ross, 
and by August 3, 1777, had received 
its baptism of fire at Fort Stanwix, 
New York. There were alterations 
in the arrangement of its integral 
parts as recently as 1912, but despite 
these necessary changes it now com­
monly is regarded as the oldest en­
sign in the world.

Yet it also is the symbol of one 
of the youngest nations of the earth. 
Its connotations are those of ener­
getic youth. Though more than a 
century and a half the recognized 
standard of the Republic, it is no 
mere fetish of a distant or alien past. 
Instead, it signifies a constantly 
expanding democratic civilization. 
Scenes obey a law of mutability, 
events occur, parties and causes wax

and wane, issues develop and decline, 
great leaders come and go. The fact 
of continuity in American history, 
however, remains a living force; and 
the Flag typifies the bond which links 
generation to generation, citizen to 
citizen, in a deathless unity.

It therefore is neither antiquity 
nor a far tomorrow that men and 
women, boys and girls salute today. 
Rather, it is a principle of harmony 
and fellowship, a magnetic power of 
cohesion and mutuality which the 
Star Spangled Banner signifies. No 
dictator compels the people to respect 
it. Crowds are not drafted to cheer 
it borne in parade. Its attraction is 
natural, and the response a normal 
reaction of a free society. Public 
faith and confidence support it 
uncommanded, uncoerced.

Last evening dark clouds poured 
torrential rain upon the Federal City. 
A mighty drama of the skies was 
played over the pure white dome of 
the Capitol. But through the storm 
the Flag waved gracefully and 
proudly, untouched and untouchable 
in the tempest. Observers, reassured, 
went their way content and smiling. 
There was nothing to fear.

Neutrality Progress
The administration - sponsored 

Bloom neutrality bill embodying all 
of the provisions suggested by Secre­
tary of State Hull in his identical 
messages recently to the chairmen 
of the Senate and House committees 
handling neutrality legislation, has 
taken its first hurdle in full stride. 
The House Foreign Affairs Commit­
tee voted its approval of the measure 
and Chairman Bloom expects that 
discussion of it on the House floor 
will begin within two weeks. There 
will be strong opposition to the bill 
on the floor, judging by resistance 
which developed in the committee. 
The committee in its final vote di­
vided along party lines, twelve Dem­
ocrats voting for the bill and eight 
Republicans voting against it. Inci­
dentally, it will be hard to convince 
many Intelligent persons that this 
split was a mere coincidence, devoid 
of partisan considerations. And if 
ever there was a subject which Con­
gress should consider in the calm 
atmosphere of politics-free deliber­
ation, this question of American neu­
trality in a war-threatened world 
is it.

The sponsors of the Bloom bill 
make no pretense that they have 
produced the perfect neutrality in­
strument. It represents a sincere ef­
fort by administration leaders to 
work out a compromise measure that 
would stand a reasonably good 
chance of getting by the formidable 
isolationist bloc in the Senate. This 
bloc, led by the able Senator Nye, 
of munitions inquiry fame, is said 
to be piling up ammunition for a bit- 
ter-end battle against that part of 
the legislation which contemplates 
repeal of the existing flat embargo 
on arms to belligerents. This 
phase of the fight against the bill 
will not be drawn along partisan 
lines, for there are die-hard adher­
ents of the Isolationist school on both 
sides of the political fence. Some 
opponents will concentrate fire on 
the proposal that would give the 
President power to designate com­
bat zones into which American ships 
and nationals would not be permit­
ted to venture. Behind both drives 
will be the fear—based on nothing 
tangible in history—that the Presi­
dent of the United States cannot be 
trusted to conduct our foreign rela­
tions in an international emer­
gency—that Congress, by some magic 
of clairvoyancy not heretofore dem­
onstrated, can fix a rigid neutrality 
formula that will meet every con­
tingency of the future.

Consider the effect of an inflexible 
embargo if Germany declared war 
on England today. We could then 
ship arms to neither England nor 
Germany. But Germany, by reason 
of her seizure of the Czech munitions 
works, would need no guns or shells 
from the United States. Only Eng­
land would suffer by our embargo. 
There is nothing to recommend a 
law that in its practical effect favors 
an aggressor and penalizes the vic­
tim, no security for America in a 
scheme that encourages interna­
tional lawlessness. The Hull pro­
gram and the Bloom bill would 
return the United States to tradi­
tional policies of international law, 
with sensible restrictions on the 
exercise of rights of neutrals. Our 
munitions and other goods would be 
available to all comers—except that 
belligerents must take title to all 
purchases before shipment and no 
American vessels could enter speci­
fied war areas. There is immeasur­
ably greater safety for America 
under such a plan as this, with its 
additional bans on war financing 
and other forms of possible involve­
ment, than in retention of the em­
bargo remnant of the 1937 Neutrality 
Act with which the isolationists seek 
permanently to straitjacket Amer­
ica’s foreign relations.

The Real Issue
In telling Boston University grad­

uates last night that the New Deal 
has failed utterly to bring recovery 
to America, Alf M. Landon undoubt­
edly sketched what wjll proye to be 
the principal issue of the next na­
tional political campaign.

Mr. Landon, describing himself as 
“a small businessman getting smaller 
every day,” insisted that the New 
Dealers admit their failure when 
they advance their newest theory 
“that we are always going to have 
too much idle money and too many 
idle men; that we are facing not a 
temporary condition, but a perma­
nent change in our national 
economy.”

In the opinion of the 1936 Repub­
lican presidential candidate, it is the 
duty of every President of the United

■ ------------------
States to harness all the forces of 
America, to weld all the different 
groups into one to bring about recov­
ery and to maintain it. But instead 
of that, he said, the political strategy 
of the President “has constantly 
been one of giving u» a devil to hate.”

The former Kansas Governor was 
defeated overwhelmingly jit the polls 
in 1936 by President Roosevelt and 
in New Deal quarters his words now 
will be discounted. The fact remains, 
however, that all the figures Indicate 
that Mr. Landon is correct; that mil­
lions are still unemployed, that mil­
lions are on relief; that relief costs 
have continued to mount since Mr. 
Roosevelt’s reelection in 1936, and 
that the New Dealers, from the Pres­
ident down, propose to continue the 
Government spending policies of the 
past six years on the theory that the 
country can spend itself into re­
covery.

It used to be called “pump prim­
ing”—before it failed to stimulate 
business to real recovery. Now it is 
called spending for permanent in­
vestment. Mr. Landon asked point­
edly why there is any reason to be­
lieve that such spending will be 
any more effective in bringing re­
covery than the “pump priming.”

In a time when small businessmen 
are becoming smaller—and the poor 
are becoming poorer, along with the 
rich—it is not unreasonable to ask, 
as Mr. Landon asks, where the New 
Deal is leading the country. It is also 
reasonable to ask why Mr. Roosevelt 
should be accorded a third term in 
the White House, as some of his sup­
porters now demand. In the opinion 
of Mr. Landon, no President, suc­
cessful or otherwise, should be elect­
ed to more than two terms.

Mr. Landon asserted that the safe­
ty of the country against domina­
tion from a President holding office 
for more than two terms lies in the 
hearts and souls of the American 
people. He said that tradition 
against a third term has been strong­
er here than constitutional provi­
sions in some of the republics to the 
south of us, where constitutional lim­
itations of terms of office have been 
set aside by dictators. Certainly this 
has been true up to the present.

Latest in Destroyers*
A new American warship has done 

some amazing things in preliminary 
tests in the Atlantic, off Fire Island. 
Latest product of United States na­
val designers in this streamlined era 
of speed and efficiency, the U. S. S. 
Hammann, a three hundred and 
forty-one foot destroyer costing five 
and one-half million dollars, dis­
played the agility of a porpoise when 
put through a series of trial ma­
neuvers for the benefit of ranking 
naval officers and selected civilian 
observers, including Senator Ernest 
Lundeen, Minnesota, Farmer-Labor - 
ite. “Astounding” was Senator Lun­
deen’s word for it, and newspaper­
men who were give the rare privilege 
of watching the demonstration used 
sundry superlatives in describing the 
ship’s performance.

If the press gentlemen are to be 
believed—and they were on the 
destroyer when it all happened—the 
Hammann stepped its powerful tur­
bines up to full speed ahead and the 
sleek, steel greyhound of the sea 
leaped through the water at between 
thirty-nine and forty knots, which 
means about forty-four miles an 
hour. That is several knots faster 
than the top speed expected from 
the usual destroyer. With the ship 
racing at maximum speed, the en­
gines were reversed suddenly to full 
speed astern. The sturdy vessel did 
not fall apart, as some of the news­
papermen feared. The great pro­
peller blades bit furiously into the 
ocean and brought the fifteen hun­
dred ton craft to a dead stop in less 
than one minute—fifty-eight sec­
onds, to be exact. The screw con­
tinued its reverse motion and in a 
few seconds the destroyer was doing 
nearly twenty knots backwards. In 
another test, the rudder was pulled 
hard to port and then to starboard 
as the ship was proceeding at high 
speed, and the finely balanced vessel 
responded as gracefully as a speed­
boat.

To the civilians, all this was a re­
markable triumph of fine engineer­
ing and of advanced marine re­
search, a demonstration of man’s 
mastery over the sea. To the naval 
experts it was far more than a stunt. 
They were appraising the perform­
ance from the critical viewpoint of 
naval strategists. The great value of 
the destroyer lies in its speed and 
maneuverability. Its chief mission 
is to protect the slower battleships 
from torpedo attacks by submarine 
or enemy destroyer. To be most ef­
fective, it must be faster and more 
flexible in its movements than its 
adversary. The Hammann appar­
ently possesses all these necessary 
qualities. As Senator Lundeen com­
mented, the test proves that Ameri­
can naval designers need bow to 
none, that their researches, expen­
sive though they nqay be, are worth 
the cost. The United States, having 
committed itself to a policy of large 
expenditures for naval expansion, 
should continue these researches ‘ 
with a view to making our Navy so 
modern and so formidable as to give 
pause to any potential Invader of 
the Western Hemisphere. •

A novelty set of “round the year” 
towels bears for the February em­
blem the profile of George Washing­
ton. It is not supposed there is any 
actual law about wiping grimy 
hands or face on the likeness of the 
Father of His Country. But a more 
glaring example of bad taste could 
scarcely be imagined, let alone 
found.

Europe is 8,750,000 square miles in 
area and almost all of it in trouble.

Discusses Principles 
Of True Neutrality

Strict Impartiality Toward 
Nations at War Held
Essential Element

To the Editor of The Star:
Our present neutrality act is the child 

of an isolationist mother and an inter­
ventionist father. At the time of Its 
birth, on May 1, 1937, It showed little 
of the characteristics of'either. At the 
present time, after nearly two years of 
growth, the isolationist traits that stand 
out like freckles on a pale-faced girl are 
those which would prevent the United 
States from carrying on any trade in 
arms with belligerent countries, which 
would prevent our ships from transport­
ing arms to either belligerent, which 
would tell our citizens that they are not 
to travel on belligerent merchant vessels 
except at their own risk and which 
would declare that American merchant­
men are not to be armed during a period 
of international or civil strife.

The interventionist moles are even 
more noticeable than the isolationist 
freckles. When we examine them, we 
see that the President has been given 
the powers to decide whether or not a 
state of war (or civil war) exists be­
tween two or more foreign nations, and 
to bar at his discretion the submarines 
or armed merchant vessels of the bellig­
erents from the ports of the United 
States. Furthermore, in the event of an 
attack by a foreign power on any Amer­
ican nation the act specifically states that 
none of these provisions is to be oper­
ative.

Following the discretionary powers 
given him by the act the President has 
decided that for the time being at least 
China and Japan are not legally at war. 
He has made this decision, not because 
he wishes to remain neutral in the 
struggle, but because his sympathies are 
with China. He feels that if he invokes 
the act, it would work to the detriment 
of China and to the aid of Japan. For, 
he argues, Japan alone has the ships 
which would be necessary to transport 
whatever goods were purchased here ac­
cording to the “cash and carry" pro­
visions of the act. In effect, then, the 
President is aiding China to secure 
munitions of war in this country and 
to ship them in American ships across 
the Pacific. Claiming to be neutral, he 
has not acted with any degree of im­
partiality or friendship for both sides.

The concepts of isolation and interven­
tion are poles apart and in fact con­
tradict each other. In international par­
lance isolation connotes a withdrawal of 
one nation from the internal affairs and 
external disputes of other nations. It 
means maintaining a strict neutrality in 
any war that may break out between 
these other nations. Intervention, on 
the other hand, means interference by 
one nation in the internal affairs and 
external quarrels of other nations. It 
means picking out and opposing the na­
tion which is the aggressor and at the 
same time helping the "victim” of the 
aggression. As we have seen above, both 
of these contradictory characteristics are 
present in our neutrality law.

With such contradictory traits evident 
in our neutrality law, it is our purpose 
in this letter to dig into the background 
of American international law and to 
find out what neutrality really is and 
just what it means.

International law, of which neutrality 
is a very important chapter, springs 
from the customs of nations, from 
treaties, from cases settled in the courts 
and from the writings of authorities on 
international affairs. To learn just what 
neutrality has meant to the United 
States let us turn to these four sources 
and see what they have to say about 
neutrality.

For a discussion of the customs of 
nations let us turn to Emmerich de Vat- 
tel, the French publicist whose work, 
The Law of Nations, has been the veri­
table bible of the United States Supreme 
Court since the foundation of this Re­
public on any question of international 
law. In his chapter on neutrality Vattel 
states that “neutral nations are those 
which take no parkin a war, and remain 
friends of both parties, without favoring 
either side to the prejudice of the other. 
* • * So long as a neutral nation desires 
to be secure in the enjoyment of its 
neutrality, it must show itself in all 
respects strictly impartial toward the 
belligerents; for if it favors one to the 
prejudice of the other, it cannot com­
plain if the latter treats it as an adher­
ent and ally of the enemy. Its neutrality 
would be a hypocritical neutrality of 
which no state would consent to be 
the dupe.” (Italics mine.)

The early spokesmen of the State De­
partment formulated this policy in their 
writings and speeches. John Quincy 
Adams, as Secretary of State, wrote that 
"the state of neutrality recognizes the 
cause of both parties to the contest as 
just—that is, it avoids all consideration 
of the merits of the contest.” In the 
negotiation of treaties dealing with neu­
trality the State Department has held 
to this traditional American view of 
neutrality. Up to 1938, thirty-seven trea­
ties dealing with some phase of neutrality 
had been negotiated by the department. 
All of these were based upon the funda­
mental thesis that neutrality means a 
strict Impartiality in the treatment of 
the belligerents.

American courts have held to Vattel’s 
definition of neutrality from their very 
inception. In 1781 the Federal Court of 
Appeals held in the case of the Resolu­
tion that the idea of a neutral nation 
"implies two nations at war and a third 
in friendship with both.”

Henry Wheaton is the best known 
early American authority on interna­
tional law. His work, The Elements of 
International Law, was the first study of 
the American interpretation and prac­
tice of international law. Concerning 
neutrality he writes thpt “the right of 
every independent state to remain at 
peace, whilst other states are engaged 
in war, is an incontestable attribute of 
sovereignty. It is, however, obviously 
impossible that neutral nations should 
be wholly unaffected by the existence of 
war between those communities with 
whom they continue to maintain their 
accustomed relations of friendship and 
commerce. The rights of neutrality are 
connected with correspondent duties. 
Among these duties is that of impar­
tiality between the contending parties. 
The neutral is the common friend of 
both parties, and consequently is not at 
liberty to favor one party to the detri­
ment of the other * • *.” Quoting Byn- 
kershoek, he continues, "A neutral has 
nothing to do with the justice or injus­
tice of the war (italics mlns); it is not 
for him to sit as judge between his

THIS AND THAT
By Charles E. Tracewell.

“ALEXANDRIA, Va.
"Dear Sir:
"In your column the other evening I 

noticed a report of unusual bird hap­
penings. I wish to give you this one:

"One afternoon while killing time by 
feeding pigeons in the shadow of Andrew 
Jackson across from the White House, 
I happened to hear the plaintive cheep 
of a sparrow.

"Looking down close to my feet I 
noticed two sparrows who had come in 
between my feet to pick up the small 
crumbs that fell as I broke up the nuts 
for the pigeons.

"One had gotten several of the larger 
pieces caught in his throat.

“He lay with his wings outstretched 
and fluttering, with his beak open.

“The other sparrow looked at him a 
moment and then proceeded to pick the 
crumbs out of the other bird's throat.

“I regret to say that I have seen 
humans who would not do as much for 
fellow humans in distress.

“And they call nature cruel.
"Sincerely, J. W. C.”

* * * *
The evidence for altruism is not so 

clear here as in the instance reported 
several days ago of a starling which 
rescued a sparrow from drowning.

A guess is that the kind sparrow in the 
present instance simply was getting 
something to eat where he could find it.

The fact that the suffering bird lay 
with its beak open, exposing the crumbs, 
led the other bird to make a grab for 
them. Perhaps this was nothing more 
than instinctive.

Yet to the watcher it must have looked 
quite heroic. And truly no other person 
would be in a position to make a Anal 
judgement.

As in all such matters, the possibility 
of understanding and quick action in 
an emergency might have been present.

♦ * ★ *
Not long ago there was a story which 

came out of a nearby State to the effect 
that a Baltimore oriole had rescued a 
goldfinch from getting run over in the 
road by grasping it by the wing and 
pulling it out of danger.

Maybe the oriole was attacking the 
goldfinch, who knows?

That the larger bird could have under­
stood the danger of the modern open 
road, and have taken quick steps to 
pull the smaller bird out of the way is 
rather open to doubt.

The bird mind, such as it is, doesn’t 
function that way.

If we look for normal explanation of 
such seeming heroic acts, we must try 
to understand what a bird understands, 
and no more.

If the observer fails to do this, he is

in danger of putting too human a con­
struction on bird actions.

* ♦ * *
If a bird is actually saved, however, 

what shall we say?
In one case, a bird is saved from 

drowning.
In a second, a bird is saved from 

suffocation.
In the third, a bird is saved from 

getting run over.
Whatever the motive, or lack of motive, 

these are the facts, the accomplishments, 
and surely no bird lover would want to 
detract any. The only question is did 
the hero do what he did as an intelligent 
deed, or did he do it merely by chance 
and for some other reason?

« * * •
Whatever the explanation, such occur- 

ences always make a great "hit" with 
human observers.

We know that dogs often make such 
rescues, with almost human sagacity. 
They seem to realize fully the situation, 
and to act instantly with just the right 
performance.

Them we call heroes.
Surely the bird which does the right 

thing at the right time, and reaches a 
fellow bird is a bird hero, after all.

No doubt there are many more of these 
performances than ever find their way 
into print.

• ♦ ♦ ♦
Heroic deeds are performed every day 

by mother and father birds in attempt­
ing to guard their young from ma­
rauders.

That sometimes these efforts prove in 
vain speaks nothing against the heroism 
of the parents, which do the best they 
can with the limited means at their dis­
posal.

Young birds are always hungry, and 
usually express their desire by plaintive 
chipping sounds which do a great deal 
to give them away to enemies.

The older birds can do little except 
fly at the enemy, with great wing beating, 
and keep up a clamor, in which they 
are aided by birds of other species in 
the vicinity which sense the common 
danger to all birds.

Often this distraction is enough to 
give the baby a chance to flutter to the 
concealment of shrubbery or flower 
border.

Robin young are very large and quite 
helpless on the ground, although we 
saw one escape in this manner just the 
other day.

The cardinals, among the most beauti­
ful of birds, are also among the dumbest, 
in the sense of lacking intelligence; both 
the parents and the young seem to lack 
ordinary good bird sense. This column 
would like to have the findings of others 
in regard to this species at this time 
of year.

Hoskin’s Answers
To Readers’ Questions

By Frederic J. Haskin.
A reader can get the answer to my 

question of fact by writing The Eve­
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred­
eric J, Haskin, Director, Washington, 
D. C. Please inclose stamp for reply.

Q. What kind of paint can be used on 
awnings?—E. S.

A. Ordinary paint applied on awnings 
will crack and probably peel off. A good 
oil stain, such as is used in staining 
shingles, would be better than paint for 
the purpose.

Q. Do tornadoes ever occur in the 
Eastern States?—W. J.

A. Tornadoes are liable to occur in all 
portions of the country east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and they have occurred at 
rare intervals even to the westward of 
those mountains. While these storms are 
less liable to occur in the Atlantic Coast 
States than in the great central valleys 
of the country, yet many have occurred 
in Pennsylvania and other Eastern 
States.

Q. When was liquor first barred from 
the White House?—J. B.

A. During President Polk’s adminis­
tration, due to Mrs. Polk's strict views on 
temperance, no wines or intoxicating 
liquors were served in the White House.

Q. What is the largest coast defense 
gun owned by the United States?-J. 
B. G.

A. The 16-lnch gun is the largest gun 
used in coast defense in the United 
States.

Q. Should new cards always be pro­
vided at card games?—L. T.

A. While it is not necessary to have 
packs of cards with unbroken seals, the 
hostess should be sure that the cards 
are in good condition.

Q. Please give some information about 
the song “Silver Threads Among the 
Gold.”—J. Z.

A. The words are by E. E. Rexford. 
The music is by H. F. Danks, who was 
bom in New Haven, Conn., in 1834. The 
musical setting to "Silver Threads 
Among the Gold” was inspired by his 
love for his wife. In 1873 he became 
estranged from her. She died in 1924 in 
Brooklyn, alone in a rooming house. 
Danks died on November 20, 1903, in a 
cheap Philadelphia lodging house. The 
news story published when Harriet 
Danks died speaks of her as having been 
estranged from her children by the very 
song which she had inspired.

Letters to
Gives More Information 
About "Walling Walk”
To the Editor of The Star:

In the issue of June 5 Mr. Lobingier 
offers some argument and authority on 
my former statement as to the "wailing 
wall” of the Jews being a part of the 
original temple walls.

He quotes a late Jewish enclycopedia, 
which recites that the lower part of the 
wall—six courses—is a remnant of 
Herod’s Temple and that the middle por­
tion-three courses—is Roman, and the 
upper portion is Saracen.

There is no controversy over the de­
struction of Solomon’s Temple or that 
of later temples on the same site. Mr. 
Lobingier emphasizes the fact that Solo­
mon’s Temple was "totally destroyed.” 
This cannot mean that the materials of 
the temple were destroyed, nor can it 
mean that all the walls were "totally de­
stroyed.” In the court of the gentiles 
in Herod’s Temple stood Solomon's 
Porch, 'quite a large and substantial open 
arcade that was so named from the fact 
that the materials of which it was built 
were salvaged from Solomon’s Temple.

The fact that the encyclopedia quoted 
states that some 15 upper courses of the 
“wailing place” wall are of more recent 
work does not militate against the state­
ment that this wall is a part of the orig­
inal Solomon’s Temple wall. One writer 
says this wall as it appears is 56 feet 
high; nine of the lower courses of stone

the Editor
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bear the name and address of 
the writer, although the use of 
a pseudonym for publication is 
permissible. Please be brief!

Q. How much does it cost to stop an 
average passenger train?—J. G. McM.

A. The cost of stopping and starting 
a 560-ton passenger train traveling at a 
speed of 50 miles per hour varies from 
about 84 cents to $2.80.

Q. Are there any tin mines in the 
United States?—R. G. N.

A. There is no tin of any commercial 
importance mined in the United States. 
Since the beginning of statistical com­
pilation in 1902, the tin production hM 
amounted to only about 300 tons, aU of 
which has come from cassiterite in South 
Dakota.

friends who are at war with each other, 
and to grant or refuse more or less to 
the one or to the other • * •. If I am 
neutral, I ought not to be useful to the 
one, in order that I may hurt the other.”

Thus far we have seen what Ameri­
can neutrality meant to those agencies 
which gave the spirit and form to our 
foreign policy. Those modem writers 
who have been unaffected by the League 
of Nations' theory of sanctions against 
the aggressor have followed this original 
policy. In 1897 Chief Justice Fuller in 
the case of the Three Friends remarked 
that “neutrality, strictly speaking, con­
sists in abstinence from any participa­
tion in public, private or civil war, and 
in impartiality of conduct toward both 
parties • • He went on to say “that 
neutrality was the relationship which 
exists between the belligerents and the 
states which take no part in the war.”

In 1914 President Charles Stockton of 
George Washington University, who for­
merly had been a rear admiral in the 
United States Navy and who was the 
outstanding naval authority on interna­
tional law, wrote that "the status of 
strict neutrality in war may be described 
as a complete abstinence on the part 
of neutral states from any participation 
in the war, coupled with absolute im­
partiality toward the opposing belligerent 
states in all other matters.”

For ten years after the World War 
neutrality was dormant. When it be­
came evident that the system of collec­
tive security was no guarantee of peace, 
neutrality returned to its old place in 
international law and today we find it 
the topic most discussed and least under­
stood of all the problems of our foreign 
relations.

In conclusion, then, the American con­
ception of neutrality recognizes that 
peace, and not war, is the normal condi­
tion of mankind and of all nations. By 
Invoking neutrality one nation continues 
this state of peace with those nations 
who are making war on one another. 
In order to continue the state of peace 
the neutral nation treats both belliger­
ents with exact impartiality and does not 
pretend to judge the merits of the con- 
trovarsy. W. GERALD DOWNEY.

June U.

consist of huge blocks; above these are 
15 courses of smaller stone.

Many years ago EdwaM Robinson dis­
covered the footing or spring of an arch 
of the bridge of Herod's Temple, resting 
or braced against the great wall. This 
arch is 40 feet below the level of the 
present “wailing place” and the wall still 
extended below the place of the arch. 
“Upon these Immense stone blocks, lying 
at that depth upon a rocky foundation, 
there were discovered Phoenician quarry 
marks.” Robinson says these stones were 
“beveled,” indicating great antiquity; 
they were laid without mortar and fitted 
so closely that a knife blade could not be 
pushed between them. According to a 
Palestine fund exploration account this 
wall has been examined 40 beet below 
Robinson's arch, a total of 80 feet below 
the present surface of the “walling 
place.” Mr. Geike says that at least 70 
feet of rubbish lie heaped over the 
ground where the mourners assemble.

It would seem a high act of folly to 
assume that this great wall, originally 
at least 80 feet high, was “totally de­
stroyed.” If the wall extended below the 
place of the Robinson arch at the time 
the bridge was built, it could not have 
been destroyed before that time. As the 
Robinson arch is still intact it is certain 
proof that it has not since been de­
stroyed. J. W. THOMPSON.

June 10.

Cites Bad Trash and 
Parking Condition.
To the Editor of The Star:

John I. Nau has a few lines in The 
Star on the trash condition as it exists 
along his part of Kenyon street. If the 
conditions are as bad as they are along 
the 1300 block of Kenyon no wonder Nau 
registers a complaint ... I have been 
longing to do the same for several years.

The worst condition we have in this 
1300 block comes from parked cars, and 
parking is permitted from 24 hours to 
three weeks. Cars get parked and the 
occupants begin tossing out all sorts of 
trash ... paper bags containing garbage 
. . . waste paper . . . cardboard boxes 
empty or full of trash . . . one car not 
so very long ago set out a filled garbage 
can and a city scavenger had to be 
called.

Night comes and the “sports” park 
along the curb . . . they drink “licker” 
and toss out the empties.

Next morning along come the" children, 
who pick up an empty and bang it goes 
on the sidewalk. The little fellows 
know no better and like to hear the crash 
of broken glass.

Our alley is not so bad ... one could 
spread his breakfast there and eat it... 
if he had bristles on his back and his 
mouth full of grunts.

June 10. W. J. DERMOTT.

Pennsylvania Avenue
Disgrace to Capital.
To tho Editor of Th* Star:

We hope our royal visitors, en route 
to the Navy Yard, failed to observe the 
deplorable parking on Pennsylvania 
avenue.

Those responsible for the ugliness of 
this once beautiful street should at once 
restore the grass, trees and shrubbery 
along the car tracks and make Penn­
sylvania avenue east of the Capitol what 
it should be and not an avenue trampled 
down and left in ruins—a disgrace to 
ths Nation’s Capital.
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Q. In what foreign cities are planetari­
ums located?—T. H. C.

A. Planetariums are in operation ta 
Jena, Hamburg, Dusseldorf, Numberg, 
Munich and Hanover, Germany; Rome, 
Italy; Osaka and Tokyo, Japan.

Q. Can you tell me which was the first 
toy used in the world?—M. C.

A. The doll is the oldest toy known and 
has been found in various forms among 
all nations and tribes from remote an­
tiquity. In the British Museum in Lon­
don there is a collection of dolls, one of 
which is 4,000 years old, having been 
found In an Egyptian tomb. Dolls were 
also common in Greece and Rome. 
Recent scientific investigations seem to 
indicate that dolls were also used by 
some tribes in religious ceremonies.

Q. Please tell me if there is a Harvey 
Dam.—D. T. Y.

A. The Harvey Lake Dam in the Con­
necticut River Basin in Vermont is a 
project which has been proposed for 
flood control. The project has been in­
vestigated by the United States Army 
but no further action has been taken.

Q. Can you tell me anything about 
the Kaiser-i-Hind decoration given by 
the King of England?—L. G. C.

A. The Kaiser-i-Hlnd Medal was in­
stituted in the year 1900. It is bestowed 
as a reward with no distinction as to sex, 
race, or position on people who have ren­
dered useful or important service in the 
achievement of the public interest in 
India. The name has no reference to the 
former German monarch. It means 
Emperor of Hindustan and was the title 
used by the Great Moguls of Delhi. It 
was assumed by Queen Victoria in 1877. 
There are two classes of awards, the 
first being bestowed by the sovereign and 
the second by the Viceroy of India.

Q. Please give some information about 
Trappist monks.—P. Q.

A. The members of the Reformed 
Cistercian Order of the Roman Catholic 
Church, better known as Trappists, live 
an entirely secluded life, devoting their 
time to religious worship, contemplation 
and prayer, with hard physical work as 
their recreation. There are three monas­
teries: La Trappe, at Gethsemane, Ky.; 
Our Lady of the Valley, Cumberland,
R. I, and New Malleray, near Dubuque, 
Iowa.

Q. What is a miracle play?—R. O.
A. A miracle play la the dramatic 

representation of the life of a saint and 
of the miracles connected with him.

Q. How can I obtain cooking recipes 
and other culinary hints?—V. F. W.

A. See Page A-2 of today's Star.

When Daylight Fades
(Rondeau.)

When daylight fades—and evening stills, 
Man’s labor o’er the vales and hills;

And diamond-studded clouds of mist, 
Aglow with rose and amethyst,

The soft, low-lying meadow fills—

The timid voice of woodland rills
Is faintly heard—since birds, their trills 

Do for a little space, desist —
When daylight fades.

Then Nature’s fragrant breath distills 
An anodyne that soothes Life’s ills;

As on the greensward, now dew-kissed, 
Small crickets keep their twilight tryst, 

And drum to fife of whippoorwills—
Whan daylight fades,

D.A.C.


