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ATR MARSHAL LAL NEW HAL CHIET

New Delhi: Bhadra 10, 1888
- September 1, 1966

The appointment has been anncunced of Air Marshal

P.C. Lal, D.F.C., as the Managing Diraoctor of the Hindustan
Asronautics Limited., He will take over from Air Vice-ﬂarshal
Ranjan Dutt, Vr.C. who will revert to his parent service. --

the Indian Air Force,

Air Marshal Lal is'at preseﬁt Vice Chief of the Air
Staff at Air Headquarters. He will take over his new appointment
during September 1966,
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ATR MARSFAL LAL

Air Marshal Pratap Chandra Lal, Vice-Crief of the
Air Staff, was born in December 1916. He was educated in Delhi

and London, where he graduzted from King's Cellege. He was

) ine for t i
préeparing for the Bar at the Inns of Court when studies were

-interrupted by World War IT,
Alr Ma8chal Tal learnt to fly as a hotby in 1933. At

the outbreak of the 914 World War hz volunteered Tor air forece

service and was commissioned in the I.A.F. in Novembor 195,
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He was a havigation and flying inétructor at No.1l SorvicevFlyihg
Training School and Wo.152 Operational Training Unit, before being
posted to No,7 Scuadron, I.A.F. in October 1943,

The squadron, equipped with dive-bumber aircraft, was part
of the force which, in 1944, sunported Genﬁral Wingate's long-range
penetration groups in Burma and helped in relieving the siege of
Imphal, Air Marshal (then Squadron Leader) Ial assumed command of
the squadron in June 1944 and, having been re-cquinped with
fighters, took it into Burma for a sacond tour early in 1945,
Serving in the taetiecal reconnaissance role, the squadron operated
in closec support of the Army all the way from north Burma to
Rangoon. For his part in the operations of 1944 and 1945 Air Marshal
Lal was mentioned in despatches and awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

At the end of the war, Alr Marshal Lal was absorbed into
the permanent eadre of tho I.A.T. After Indenendence he did g
coursc at the RAF Staff College, Andover, and held several senior
appointments, inecluding those of Dir:ctor of Plans at Air
Headquarters Deputy Sccratary (Military) to the Cablnet, and Aip
Officer Commanding, Tlalnlnﬂ Command. He was also a member of
Several Guvoernment Missions abroad. While leading a team to
cvaluate new aircraft in 1954 he became one of the first pilots

of the IAF to fly faster than the speed of sound.
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Tn November 1957 his services were loaned to the Indian
Airlines Corporation, of which he was General Manager for five
years. ﬁe was conecurrently a Member of the Board of Diractors
of TAC and Air India. It was during this period that the TAC
showed its first profits and began the modernization of its fleet,
leading up to the present-day Caravelle.

Since returning to the Air Eorce in 1963, Air Marshal Lal
has held the posts of Air Officer in-charge, Maintenance, at Alr
Headquarters, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chicf of the Western Alr
Command and, since 1964, the appointment of the Vice-Chief of the
Air Staff. He continues to be an active pilot on all types of
serviece aircraft.

Air Marshal Lal was awarded Padma Bhusan for distinguished

service of a high order during the recent TIndo-Pakistan conflict.
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ATR VICE MARSHAL RAMJAN DUTT

4ir Vice-Marshal Ranjan Dutt, Vr.C. has been the Managing
Di~-ector of the HAL for the last 5 years, first of the Bangalore
Division and since 1964 of all the five Divisions (Bangalore,
Kanpur, Nasik, Koraput and HPyderabad).

Air Viec-Marshal Dutt joined the Indian Air Forece in 1940

and, after receciving training in England, scrved a tour of
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