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PREFACE 

 

On 9 August 1965 Singapore declared its independence. Full diplomatic relations between 

Turkey and the new republic were established on 12 February 1969, and on 1 November 1985 

the Turkish Embassy was formally opened. However the relationship was actually much older 

than this as the Ottoman Empire had had formal contacts dating back to the mid-19th century, 

brought about primarily through the commercial importance of the region. 

Various publications provide useful information on these bilateral relations and contacts during 

the said period, none more so than the archival documents on Consul General Ahmed Ataullah 

Efendi who held office between 1901 and 1903 and was buried in Singapore.  This precious 

archive, as well as those on the activities of the Consulate General, has now been given their 

well-deserved place in the library of our Embassy.  They have also helped us establish that 

Turkish-Singaporean relations stretch back to the mid-19th century and informed us, more 

specifically, that the first Turkish Consulate in Singapore was opened in 1865, and the first 

Consulate General was inaugurated with the tenure of Ahmed Ataullah Efendi in 1901. The 

fact that the first Turkish Consulate in Southeast Asia was established in Singapore in particular, 

adds a special meaning to our bilateral relations with the modern nation state of the same name. 

The present work on the history of our relations with Singapore is largely a product   of the 

above-mentioned information and archival material. Needless to say, it does not claim to be 

exhaustive, and entails future studies in the archives of the Ottoman Empire, the United 

Kingdom, Malaysia and the Netherlands to carry it further. 

It was also encouraging for me to observe that the officials of the Singapore Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs which opened its first Embassy in Ankara in July 2012 were equally enthusiastic to 

learn more about the history of our bilateral relations. 

On this occasion, I would like express my sincere gratitude  firstly  to Hesham Neametullah 

Effendi, the grandchild of the younger brother of Ahmed Ataullah Efendi, for sharing some 

notes and photographs of the first Consul General from his private collection on his family; to 

Syed Hassan Al-Attas, who facilitated  my visit to the Telok Blangah cemetry still considered 

to be a territory of Malaysia; and lastly to Mr. Ong Yew Huat, Head of Singapore National 

Heritage Board, Mr.Eric Tan and Mr. Eric Chin, consecutive Directors of the National Archives 

of Singapore who  provided some invaluable documents  from Singapore archives as well as to 

my colleagues at the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Embassy.  

 

 

H. Taner Seben     

Singapore,  January 2015 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE RELATIONS 

BETWEEN TURKEY AND SINGAPORE 

 

slam began to spread among Malays in the 12th century. The Malacca Sultanate was 

established in the beginning of the 15th century, and the Sultanate of Johor ruled the 

Malaysian territories and the nearby islands until the 19th century. 

Singapore, an island for fishermen that belonged originally to the Sultanate of Johor came under 

the control of Portugal in the 16th century, and then of the Netherlands in the 17th century. A 

commercial office of the British East India Company was opened in the island in 1819, with 

the authorization of the Sultanate.  Afterwards, it came under the direct rule of Britain in 1824, 

and became the administrative center of the British Straits Settlements in 1826. 

Except for the 1941-45 period of Japanese occupation, the British rule on the island continued 

until 1963, when it joined the newly established Federation of Malaya. However, following the 

failure of unification efforts due to disputes between the Malay and Chinese populations, 

Singapore seceded from the federation and gained its full independence in 1965. 

Within this historical perspective, a study into Turkey’s bilateral relations with Singapore 

(which could be traced back only to the mid-19th  century) would not be complete unless 

contacts with important Muslim countries of Southeast Asia  such as Malaysia and Indonesia,  

as well as perspectives of the United Kingdom and the Netherlands towards Ottoman policies 

in the region are also examined. 

In the course of history, the development of relations of Malaysia and Indonesia with the 

Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East followed a west to east pattern for commercial 

interactions and vice-versa for social interactions, due to the flow of Muslim Pilgrims. 

The Ottoman Empire had always been regarded as the mightiest Muslim power by the peoples 

of Southeast Asia and was a source of inspiration in their struggle against the Portuguese, Dutch 

and British colonialism. In fact, relations of the Ottoman Empire with the region first started 

when the Ottomans sent a fleet into the Indian Ocean in 1538 upon the request of help of the 

Sultan of Gujarat to fight against the Portuguese naval power. Later on in 1561 Sultanate of 

Aceh in the north of Sumatra also asked for military assistance from the Ottoman Sultan. It is 

known that upon this request some gunners were dispatched to Aceh in 1564. Sultan of Aceh  

sent another envoy to Istanbul on 7 January 1566 whereby he acknowledged the previously 

arrival of eight Turkish gunners and appealed once again for help against the Portuguese 

attacks. In response to this call for support, the Ottomans sent a fleet of 15 galleys to the region.  

During the following two centuries, the Ottoman Empire was too preoccupied with its own 

regional problems to direct sufficient attention to Southeast Asia, during which the relations 

I 
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were mostly limited to commercial exchanges as well as religious interactions such as the 

training of spiritual leaders and their mutual visits.   

However, as of the mid-19th century, leaders of the regional Muslim countries reiterated their 

requests for protection this time against the Dutch and British colonialism, and asked Aceh to 

be placed under the Ottoman suzerainty. Consequently, the Ottomans were compelled to deal 

more closely with the region. The Ottoman efforts to respond to the increasing calls for support 

contributed to the rise of nationalism and anti-colonial movements in Malaysia and Indonesia, 

and caused serious concern for the British and Dutch colonial powers which perceived it as 

increasing Ottoman Pan-Islamic expansionism. 

The Aceh issue that paved the way for intensified relations between the Turkish and Malay 

worlds, exasperated concerns even further. When the Sultan of Aceh asked for help via an 

envoy to Istanbul to prevent the Dutch from occupying Aceh, the issue was quickly placed on 

the Ottoman foreign policy agenda. The Netherlands followed with concern the calls of Mithat 

Pasha and the Istanbul based Basiret Gazette, to dispatch an Ottoman fleet to Aceh. However, 

the economic and political means of the Ottomans at the time proved to be insufficient to realize 

such plans for assistance. 

Nevertheless, the Ottoman Empire took steps to open official representations in the region in 

order to serve the interests both of its own nationals and the Muslims of Malay and Arab origins.  

However, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom remained skeptical for a long time towards 

the Ottoman intentions to open new consulates in the region. In the end however, Britain, having 

plans to open representations in some  Ottoman provinces in line with its own interests, revised 

its position and agreed in 1864  to the opening of an Ottoman consulate in Singapore despite 

the Dutch objections. 

 

THE FIRST CONSULATE – 1865 
 

ccording to written sources, Hadhrami merchants who  came from southern Yemen to the 

Malay region and settled in Johor and Singapore in early 19th century, became very 

influential over time, and especially the al Junied, al Sagoff and al Kaff families made 

significant contributions to the Singapore community in religious, economic and administrative 

fields. These families are still highly regarded in Singapore. During the same period, the al 

Junieds and al Sagoffs in particular emerged as the leading families to enhance contacts with 

the Ottomans who had growing regional interests. 

Some sources claim that although the Ottomans never ruled the Hadhramaut region in Yemen, 

the pretensions of the Hadhramis who settled in Singapore to present themselves as Ottoman 

subjects disquieted the British authorities. On the other hand, as it was in the case of Singapore, 

the assignment of a Hadhrami to the post of consul (a rank which only the citizens of the 

concerned states could serve) strengthens the view that the Ottomans also considered the 

Hadhramis as their own subjects at that time. 

A 
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As a matter of fact, for the post of Turkish Consulate in Singapore, the Ottomans preferred to 

look for a well-known personality from the Singapore based Hadhramis whom they considered 

to be Ottoman subjects, and decided on Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied. 

Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied’s father Syed Omar bin Ali al Junied (1792-1852) was one 

of the first Hadhrami merchants who moved to Singapore from Palembang (Indonesia). He 

established himself as a successful and wealthy trader in spices and cotton.  

He built the first mosque in Singapore, Masjid Omar Kampong Melaka in 1820. The mosque 

was rebuilt in 1855 by his son Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied (who was at a later date 

appointed as the Turkish Consul).  A restoration was done in the mosque in 1981 and 82 and a 

minaret and dome were added in 1985. The mosque was officially marked as a Historic Site in 

2001.  

The contribution of the al Junied’s family to Singapore was not limited to a mosque. The 

philanthropist family generously supported schools, hospitals and religious institutions and as 

a result their family name was given to their district. Today there is even an electoral district 

named after the al Junied family.  

In line with the Ottomans’ said preference, Kostaki Musurus, the Ottoman Ambassador in 

London requested from his Foreign Ministry on 30 June 1864 to assign Syed Abdullah bin 

Omer al Junied, as Consul of the Sublime Porte to Singapore (Attachment 1). The Ministry 

agreed with the proposal and presented it to the higher authorities with a positive opinion on 21 

July 1864 (Attachment 2). 

The Ottoman records show that Ambassador Musurus conveyed a Verbal Note to the British 

Foreign Office on 22 September 1864 to inform that Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied was 

assigned as Turkish Consul to Singapore, and requested the approval of the Queen. A 

subsequent letter of reply, from the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom (Earl Russell) on 

26 September 1864 informed Kostaki Musurus that the Queen had consented to issue the 

Exequatur for the Consul (Attachment 3). 

The approval of the assignment of Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied as Ottoman Consul to 

Singapore was published in The London Gazette on 27 September 1864 (Attachment 4). 

The hand written Straits Settlement Records of 5 December 1864, states that Under Secretary 

to the Government of India had indicated the appointment of Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied 

as Turkish Consul to Singapore and that he should be recognized as such (Attachments 5 and 

6). 

Ottoman Ambassador Kostaki Musurus then notified Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied by a 

letter on 31 December 1864 that his assignment procedure as Consul to Singapore had been 

completed, congratulated him and expressed his confidence that he would deserve the trust 

extended to him by the Ottoman Government (Attachment 7). 

                                                           
*Source: Singapore National Archives 
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In the Foreign Department Notification of  31 January 1865, signed by Under Secretary to the 

Government of India and published in the Straits Government Gazette of 10 February  1865, it 

is stated that the Governor General in Council was pleased to recognize the appointment of 

“Syud Abdullah bin Omer el-Djimid” as Turkish Consul to Singapore  (Attachment 8)*. 

The Straits Settlement Records of 18 February 1865 (Attachment 9) as well as the Foreign 

Department Notification of 22 February 1865 published in the Straits Government Gazette, 3 

March 1865 (Attachment 10) established the fact that Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied 

inaugurated the first Ottoman Consulate to Singapore in early 1865. The Netherlands which 

found his assignment as the Ottoman Consul to Singapore disturbing was displeased with the 

recognition he received as the spiritual and political representative of the Caliph from the 

Muslims in the region, especially the Indonesians who used to travel to Singapore on their way 

for pilgrimage to Mecca. 

We do not have much information on the premises of the first Consulate or the activities of 

Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied.  However the only two documents we possess on this matter 

are the Straits Settlement Records of 3 March 1865 (Attachment 11) and Foreign Department 

Notification of 10 March 1865 published in the Straits Government Gazette, 17 March 1865 

(Attachment 12), from which we learn that the Turkish Council who would be away from 

Singapore for a certain period had appointed his brother Syed Junaid bin Omar al Junied  to 

assume charge of the Consulate during his absence.  

Soon after the death of Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied, the Ottoman Empire wished to assign 

his brother Syed Junaid bin Omer al Junied to the vacant position.  However, the British 

Government did not agree, mainly under the pressure of the Netherlands. This issue is explained 

in a letter to Ambassador Kostaki Musurus by the Ottoman Foreign Ministry, dated 17 May 

1866 (Attachment 13)**. 

In a letter sent by the Foreign Ministry to the Prime Ministry on 9 May 1882 it is stated that the 

Embassy in London had proposed the official assignment of Syed Junaid who had been acting 

as a deputy since the death of Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied (Attachment 14), and in 

another document dated 22-23 May 1882, it is recorded that the Sultan had approved his 

assignment (Attachment 15). However, we have not been able to come across any 

document/information regarding the approval or implementation of this assignment by the 

British authorities. Nevertheless, it is clear that the official assignment of Syed Junaid to 

Singapore was constantly kept on the agenda until the 1880s. 

 

 

 
*Source: Singapore National Archives 
**Source: Ottoman Archive 
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On the other hand, the related publications record that Syed Junaid was treated as the Ottoman 

Honorary Consul in Singapore, and the British authorities did not object to him serving the 

Turkish interests without using a title. 

In the 1880’s, Syed Mohamed Alsagoff, another wealthy businessman of Yemeni origin, 

emerged as an influential figure who acted as the honorary consul in the contacts of the Ottoman 

Empire with Singapore and regional authorities. Alsagoff played an important role in the 

transportation of pilgrims, especially from the Malay world to Mecca and Medina through his 

company "Singapore Steamship and Co", which helped him to establish strong relations with 

Istanbul, and in return the Ottomans asked him to improve the travel conditions of pilgrims. 

Syed Mohamed Alsagoff made frequent business trips to Europe and Istanbul and contacted the 

authorities in Istanbul in order to be assigned as Consul to Singapore. Although the Ottomans 

favored this idea, the United Kingdom approached the matter cautiously. The United Kingdom 

based its unwillingness on the pretext that the Ottomans lacked sufficient commercial interests 

in Singapore. However, subsequent publications suggest that Britain was discomforted by 

Alsagoff’s extremely religious character, and was concerned that he would have an adverse 

influence on public opinion, especially during the transfers of Malay pilgrims to Mecca through 

his close ties with the Ottomans. 

Anthony Reed, in his study entitled “The Ottomans in Southeast Asia” * underlines that the 

Dutch authorities and agents reported intense Ottoman intervention and influence in the region 

in the 19th century and that two prominent sect leaders came to Singapore from Mecca in 1881 

but were denied entry based on suspicions of so-called underlying political motives for their 

travels to Java and Palembang (the capital of South Sumatra State). Reed asserts that the two 

former Turkish military officers who succeeded in going to Palembang organized 

approximately 30 Palembang residents to murder Europeans in the city. However they were all 

captured before they could implement their plan. He also states that the interrogations of the 

captured people revealed that the journey to Java of the Sultan of Johor and Mohamed Alsagoff 

in 1881 had the same motives; and that W. H. Reed, Consul General of the Netherlands in 

Singapore had deep suspicions about Alsagoff since he had hosted those who were involved in 

the Palembang conspiracy in Singapore. 

Alsagoff accompanied the Sultan of Johor Abu Bakar in his journeys to Istanbul in 1879 and 

1893. During his visit in 1893, Sultan Abdul Hamid II conferred to Sultan Abu Bakar the 

Ottoman medal of highest rank and to Alsagoff a medal of second rank. The photographs of 

Alsagoff wearing the Ottoman uniform and medals are certainly of interest. On the other hand, 

the private “Constantinople Estate” he established on the land which he acquired in the Kukup 

region through the privilege granted by the Sultan of Johor Abu Bakar and the special currency 

(having star and crescent symbol and Constantinople Estate registration) he put into circulation, 

point to his close relationship with the Ottoman Empire. 

 

*Anthony Reed, The Ottomans in Southeast Asia Asia; Asia Research Institute, Working Paper Series 

No. 36,  National University of Singapore-Feb. 2005 
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Various publications report that, as in the case of 

Syed Junaid, the British also tolerated Alsagoff 

unofficially serving the Ottoman interests without 

an assignment as honorary consul. Mohamed 

Alsagoff had a close friendship with Ahmed 

Ataullah Efendi who was assigned to Singapore as 

resident Consul General in subsequent years. 

Muslim communities of the region followed the 

Ottoman Empire with particular interest and, as 

such, all delegations from Istanbul caused great 

excitement in the region. 

The Ottoman frigate, Ertugrul, which sailed to 

Japan to present a special gift from Sultan Abdul 

Hamid II to the Emperor of Japan, docked at the 

port of Singapore between 15 November 1889 and 

22 March 1890. The arrival of the ship and its crew 

inspired great interest not only in Singapore, but 

also among the Muslim population of Sumatra. 

During the stay of the 

Ertugrul frigate, the 

Aceh government sent 

a special envoy to 

Singapore in early 

1890 to ask the 

Commander of the 

ship to assist in 

bringing their 

concerns to the 

attention of the Caliph. 

However, as the 

Frigate had already 

left, it was Alsagoff 

who received the message and conveyed it to the Ottoman authorities during his visit to Istanbul 

en route to Europe. Alsagoff conveyed the response of the Ottomans to Aceh via a special 

messenger upon his return to Singapore in 1892. In order to appease the concerns of the Dutch, 

he told the Consul General of the Netherlands that the Ottomans wanted Aceh to be subjected 

to the Dutch, however he did not succeed in convincing them.  

The concerns of the Netherlands about the influence of the Ottoman Empire in the region 

resulted in the deportation of Ottoman Consul Muhammed Kamil Bey from Indonesia two years 

after his assignment to Batavia (Jakarta) in 1897. It is understood that during his stay in 

Syed Mohamed Alsagoff (1836-1906) 

Banknote that Syed Mohamed Alsagoff put into circulation   

in the Constantinople Estate 

 

http://picasaweb.google.com/arkitekmghazali/NongchikHistory/photo#5191192815569262146
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Indonesia, Muhammed Kamil Bey played a major role in keeping the Ottomans well informed 

of the injustices and oppressive practices of the colonial states, mainly the Dutch, aimed at the 

Muslims in the region. Moreover, it is claimed that the Dutch had unveiled his efforts to help 

Indonesian leaders and the Sultanate of Aceh. 

Upon his deportation, the Ottoman Empire wished to assign Muhammed Kamil Bey to 

Singapore. However the British who had similar concerns, did not allow him to take up an 

appointment there. Some historians claim that the underlying factor was the marriage of 

Muhammed Kamil Bey with the ex-wife of Sultan of Johor Abu Bakr, an act which was not 

approved by the Johor royal family. The said widow of Sultan Abu Bakr is known to be Hatice 

Sultan, who is referred to in the “Hatice Sultan and Rukiye Hanım” section  of the book. 

 On the other hand, a delegation headed by Rear Admiral Enver Pasha (grandfather of 

distinguished poet Nazım Hikmet) sent by Sultan Abdul Hamid II to China, arrived in 

Singapore on 10 May 1901 and stayed there for a while. It is recorded in some documents that 

Abdulhamid Efendi from Bagdad was then the Honorary Consul of the Ottoman Empire in 

Singapore that the Turkish subjects living in the city conveyed to the Rear Admiral the need for 

a resident consulate general in town and also that Enver Pasha included this request in his report 

to the Sublime Porte.  

In 1897, the United Kingdom withdrew its objection to the opening of a resident Turkish 

Consulate in Singapore based on the Netherlands’ approval to open a Turkish Consulate in 

Batavia. 

 

THE FIRST RESIDENT CONSULATE GENERAL – 1901 
 

he Ottoman Archives reveal that the Sublime Porte (the Ottoman Government) started 

preparations in 1900 to open a Consulate General in Singapore and assign Ahmed 

Ataullah Efendi as Consul General. The process started with the Ottoman Foreign Minister 

sending all registries of Ataullah Efendi to the Civil Service Commission with a letter dated 24 

September 1900 (Attachment 16). 

In return, the Selection Commission at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stipulated on 25 March 

1901 that there was a  need to transform  the  honorary consulate in Singapore into a consulate 

general and that it was deemed appropriate to assign Hacı Ataullah Efendi, who worked as the 

Principle of Mekteb-i Osmani (the Ottoman School) in Cape of Good Hope, to this position 

(“in acting capacity for the present”) and to assign Syed Hamid Efendi, who had grown up in 

                                                           
 Anthony Reed, The Ottomans in Southeast Asia Asia; Asia Research Institute, Working Paper Series 

No. 36,  National University of Singapore-Feb. 2005. 

T 
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Singapore and been there for a while as Honorary Consul of the Sublime Ottoman Empire, to 

the Chancellery of Consulate-General (Attachment 17).  

In line with internal preparations, the Foreign Minister submitted the file to the office of the 

Grand Vizier on 30 March 1901 in order to enact the necessary Firman (Attachment 18), and 

in his turn the Grand Vizier submitted the matter for the approval of the Sultan (Attachment 19) 

on 21 April 1901.  The Correspondence Office of Grand Viziership informed the Foreign 

Minister on 5 May 1901 that the approval was granted by the Sultan (Attachment 20). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

BIOGRAPHY OF ATAULLAH EFENDI (1865-1903) 
 

he father of Ataullah Efendi, Ebubekir Efendi from Erzurum (1835-1880) whose family 

was said to be called in the Ottoman Registration Records as “Emir Süleymanzadeler 

from Şehr-I Zor dynasty within the Sanjak of Süleymaniye” had been sent to Cape of Good 

Hope by the Ottoman Sultan in 1861 to resolve religious disputes within the Malay community 

living around Cape of Good Hope in South 

Africa. 

Ebubekir Efendi, who established the first 

Ottoman School in 1884, had five sons and 

one daughter (Ahmet Ataullah, Hesham 

Neamatullah, Mohamad Allaudeen, Omar 

Jallaodeen, Husein Fouzi and Fehime).  

Ahmed Ataullah who was the eldest child of 

Ebubekir Efendi was born in Cape Town in 

1865. He was educated firstly by his father. 

Having accompanied his father in his travels 

to Mecca, Egypt and Turkey in 1876, he went 

on to study in an Arab school in Mecca, and 

then in Al Azhar in Egypt. Afterwards he 

returned to South Africa in 1881, where he 

was assigned as teacher to the Ottoman 

Hamidiye School in Kimberley on 31 October 

1887.  

During 17 years of his stay in South Africa, Ahmed Ataullah Efendi engaged in extensive 

activities for Malays, Indians and Muslims to improve their education, and intensely involved 

himself in civil society movements and foundations. Ahmet Ataullah Efendi, who was fluent in 

several foreign languages (Urdu, English and Afrikaans), exerted considerable efforts in the 

adoption of social reforms in Cape Town and Kimberley. He was also reputed as one of the 

supporters of the Cecil Rhodes-Progressive Party. 

T 
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In 1894 he ran for the elections of the Cape Parliament. Although he enjoyed the support of the 

Muslim electorate in the parliamentary elections his election was hindered by means of an 

amendment introduced in the election law. He stayed in Kimberley for a while and worked as 

the editor of the Muslim Journal. Later on, he returned to Istanbul together with his family in 

1898 and lived there until his appointment to Singapore. 

The registry summary of the Personnel Records Office of the Sublime Porte Civil Service 

Commission of 5 February 1901 bearing the signatures of the Commission members states that 

he was given the post of professorship in Istanbul on 26 June 1889, and was also awarded the 

Mecidi Medal of the third rank on 25 June 1889, of the fourth rank on 27 December 1894, and 

the Ottoman Medal of the third rank on 24 December 1889 (Attachment 21). He was also 

conferred with the Silver Medal of Merit by the decision of the same Commission on 13 August 

1901 before he began his duty in Singapore (Attachment 22). 

 

INAUGURATION OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL AND 

ACTIVITIES OF ATAULLAH EFENDI 
 

he process to open a resident consulate general in Singapore and the appointment of 

Ataullah Efendi as Consul General was finalized by the Ottoman Imperial Decree of 27 

April 1901.  

In Singapore, the Government 

Notification No. 966 of 30 July 1901 

published in the Straits Settlements 

Government Gazette of 2 August 1901 

announced that the Exequatur regarding 

the assignment of Ataullah Efendi as 

Turkish Consul to Singapore was given by 

the King (Attachment 23). Moreover, in 

another Government Notification of 7 

November 1901 published in the Straits 

Settlements Government Gazette of 8 

November 1901 it was announced that the 

Consul General had begun his duty upon 

his arrival in Singapore (Attachment 24). 

The first resident Turkish Consulate 

General in Singapore was inaugurated on 

16 November 1901 in "Robinson Road 

No. 94", with the title of "The Imperial Turkish Consulate". Syed Hamid  Efendi was the 

honorary chancellery official and Jalalodeen Bey (a French citizen) served as the Secretary of 

the Consul General Ahmed Ataullah  Efendi.  

T 



Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Singapore 
 

15 
 

 

Robinson Road in early 1900’s 

 

The opening of the Turkish Consulate General in Singapore and the assignment of Ataullah 

Efendi to this position had broad repercussions in the Singaporean press. Interestingly, the 

Straits Times informed its readers of Ataullah Efendi‘s appointment on 21 November 1900, 

long before he was officially assigned. Moreover, some details such as the Consul General's 

stay in Colombo on his way to Singapore, his official visit to the Governor of Singapore and 

other government members, and his expression of gratitude to the Muslim community for their 

hospitality by organizing an opening ceremony at the Consulate General, were also reflected in 

the newspapers (Attachment 25). 

Consul General Ataullah Efendi settled at first in a residence named "Sree Masohore" in 

Mandarin Road (today’s Ah Hood Road) No. 20 and later on moved to Balestier Road.  

Ataullah Efendi was treated with respect and established good friendships in Singapore.  Local 

news reveal that he maintained an active social life until his death in November 1903:  he 

arranged various activities under his auspices and held ceremonies on the occasion of Sultan 

Abdul Hamid's birthday. He also asked, through advertisements in the newspapers, all Ottoman 

citizens and people who had a Pasvaran and Hamidian identity papers to register in the Turkish 

Consulate warning that those who did not conform would be fined (Attachment 26).  

The Ottoman passport issued by Ataullah Efendi in 1902 for Abdul Rahman bin Abdul Majid 

and the Consulate sealed note that he sent to his brother Hesham Neametullah Efendi   are 

documents of interest from that period. 
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The last activity he participated was 

the birthday celebration of the 

Governor of Singapore at the 

Government House on Monday 9 

November 1903. He lost his life in an 

accident that took place soon after he 

left the venue.  

Ataullah Efendi left the Government 

House on Tuesday, 10 November 

1903 at around 01.45 a.m. and set out 

to his residence on Balestier Road by 

a phaeton reserved for him for that 

night by his close friend Abdul Kader 

Alsagoff. It is said that, as the horse 

somehow panicked and started to 

gallop he chose to jump off the 

carriage to prevent getting involved 

in an accident. As a result he received 

serious injuries and was found around 

02.20 a.m. just before he passed 

away. 
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The body of the 39 year-old Ahmed Ataullah Efendi was first taken to the General Hospital, 

where three well-known Arab personalities (Syed Omar Alsagoff, Abdul Kader Alsagoff and 

Syed Alwi Al-Junid) confirmed the death report. 

His body was taken the same day (10 November 1903) from the General Hospital and brought 

by a carriage pulled by two black horses to Syed Mohamed Alsagoff's house on Java Road No. 

15 Kampong Glam. The coffin remained that night in that house. 

On Wednesday 11 November 1903, the coffin covered with the Turkish and British flags was 

taken from Alsagoff's house and brought to the Muslim cemetery in Telok Blangah, in the 

company of an unprecedented crowd. The cortege caused traffic congestion at Cavenagh Bridge 

and Tanjong Pagar Road. The religious ceremony in the cemetery was conducted by Chief 

Kathi (Mufti) of Singapore Syed Abdullah Alatas and the funeral arrangements were carried 

out by Alsagoff and his company. 

Alongside the Sultan of Johor, the Johor Prime Minister and the Acting Governor of Singapore, 

Consul Generals in Singapore, high level military officials and friends of the Consul General 

were also present at the funeral. With his sword and blood-stained uniform placed upon his 

coffin, Ahmed Ataullah Efendi was laid to rest in Telok Blangah Muslim cemetery.  

The death of the Ottoman Consul General caused deep sorrow in Singapore. The two daily 

newspapers -The Straits Times and The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser- 

issued extensive reports on the accident, the inquest of the Coroner’s Council, the crowd at the 

hospital and the graveside as well as on the funeral procession which was said to have gathered 

thousands of people (Attachment 27). On 10 November the Sultan Ibrahim of Johor, sent a 

letter of condolence to the Ottoman Sultan (Attachment 28) and the same day all consulates 

lowered their flags to half-mast in the memory of Ataullah Efendi.  

Upon the demise of Consul General, the Governor of Singapore M.T. Taylor informed London 

about the matter on 11 November 1903 by a telegraph (Attachment 29).  

Ataullah Efendi‘s grave is placed in the mausoleum in Telok Blangah, the private cemetery of 

the Johor royal family. The cemetery is still considered as Malaysian soil. The fact that Consul 

General Ataullah Efendi was laid to rest in the same tomb together with the royal family 

members is surely evidence of the high respect accorded to the Ottoman Empire by the 

Sultanate of Johor. 

As Ataullah Efendi was the only Ottoman national serving in the Consulate on the last three 

months of his duty in Singapore, on the day of his death, the Consulate was closed and the keys 

were handed over for keeping to the Registrar. 
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The Grave of Consul General Ahmed Ataullah Efendi in the mausoleum Panel , Line 10: 

“This is the grave of Turkish Consul Ahmed Ataullah assigned by the Ottoman State” 

Grave stone : “This is the grave of Ottoman State’s Consul Ahmed Ataullah who passed away 

on 11 November 1903” 

 

On 28 April 1904, The Straits Times published a letter of  Ataullah Efendi‘s brother Hesham 

Neamatullah Efendi, a resident of South Africa, requesting to convey his family's gratitude  to 

all who had helped with the funeral of his brother in Singapore (Attachment 30).  

According to the information given by Hesham Neamatullah Effendi- the last living member 

of the Ebubekir Efendi family- Ahmed Ataullah Efendi had married one of the Kulsum or 

Halimah sisters and had four children from this marriage: Mehmet Fuat, Rusti, Hayrunisa and 

Hatice. 

In a publication it is stated that Ahmed Ataullah Efendi‘s  widow lived in London (at 38 

Longridge Road, Earl’s Court) between 1911 and 1912 along with her two daughters Hayrunisa 

and Hatice Hasanah and her son Abu Bakr Rusti Bey.  

                                                           
 Abdur Rahman Khan Mohd, My Life and Experiences, Read Books, 2007 
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HATICE SULTAN AND RUKIYE HANIM (KHANUM) 
 

he two concubines of Circassian origin named 

Hatice Hanım and Rukiye Hanım whom Sultan 

Abdul Hamid II presented to Sultan Abu Bakr occupy 

an important place in our relations with the Sultanate 

of Johor.  

According to Malay sources, the then Sultan of Johor 

Abu Bakr, who had  close relations with Britain, 

stopped by in Istanbul while returning from his 

London visit in 1879 and was received by Sultan 

Abdul Hamid II.  On this occasion Sultan Abdul 

Hamid presented one of his concubines, Rukiye 

Hanım (born in 1864) to the Sultan of Johor as a 

symbol of their growing friendship.  

Sultan Ebu Bakr wed Rukiye Hanım in 1884 or 1885 to his brother Ungku Abdulmecid. Rukiye 

Hanım is known to have married three times. Her second marriage reportedly drew Sultan Abu 

Bakr’s reaction since he was unaware of it and consequently after her death she was not buried 

in the same place as the Johor royal family, but in the nearby Johor Mahmudiya Graveyard. It 

is known that Rukiye Hanım’s children were assigned to important positions in the Malaysian 

political administration.  

Sultan Abu Bakr himself married  Hatice Hanım, who was also presented to him by Sultan 

Abdul Hamid II during his subsequent visit to Istanbul (in 1879 or 1893), at the Zahra Palace 

(Istana Zahra)  in Johor Bahru in 1893.   

Hatice Sultan was the 4th wife of Sultan Abu Bakr and had a daughter called Tunku Fatimah. 

She was crowned at the Zahra Palace as the Sultanah of Johor in 1894 and lived in Singapore 

at Woodneuk Palace (Istana Woodneuk) which was specially built for her. Hatice Sultan is 

known to have made her second marriage on 27 November 1898 with Muhammed Kamil Bey, 

who served as Ottoman Consul in Batavia (Cakarta) from 1897 to 1899. It is claimed that Sultan 

Abu Bakr was displeased by this marriage which was said to be the main factor behind Britain’s 

refusal of the Ottoman State’s wish to transfer Muhammed Kamil Bey to Singapore as Ottoman 

Consul. 

Hatice Sultan passed away in the same Palace on 1 February 1904 and was laid to rest in the 

Telok Blangah Cemetry, built for the Royal Johor family members and, where Consul General 

Ahmed Ataullah Efendi was also buried. However while Ataullah Efendi‘s grave is placed in 

the tomb, Hatice Sultan's grave is in the courtyard.  

Tunku Fatimah, daughter of Hatice Sultan, born in 1891, married Ungku Abdul Majid bin 

Muhammad and had a daughter named Tungku Mariam. She passed away in 1947 in Johor 

Bahru.  

T 

Hatice Sultan 
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Some sources claim that Hatice and Rukiye, who had left Istanbul with their slaves, were in 

fact sisters. 

Dilapidated Woodneuk Palace nearby  the Botanic Gardens 

     

Hatice Sultan’s grave stone: “Hatice Sultan who passed away on 1 February 1904”  

 

THE 1915 SINGAPORE MUTINY 
 

ome Western historians go so far as to link the mutiny against the British which started 

in February 1915 in Singapore with the Pan Islamism policy of Sultan Abdul Hamid. 

They base their claims on the call of Sultan Mehmed V to the whole Muslim world including 

Singapore by a fatwa to unite and above all support the Caliphate after Britain’s declaration of 

war against the Ottoman Empire which sided with Germany in World War I. However, 

historians from Singapore do not all seem to agree with this thesis.  

Soon after the fatwa of Sultan Mehmed the V, Kassim Mansur, an Indian Muslim living in 

Singapore, collaborated with Nur Alam Shah, an imam of Indian origin, and having decided 

that it was time to liberate India from the British rule they planned a rebellion.  They put their 

plans into action by inciting Muslim soldiers of Indian and Malay origins stationed in the 5th 

Indian Light Infantry battalion in Singapore to rise up in arms against the British. The soldiers 

were deceived by Kassim Mansur and Nur Alam Shah who informed them that Britain’s 

S 
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decision to move the said battalion from Singapore to Hong Kong was mainly aimed at 

involving them in the fight against the Ottoman army. 

The rebellion also known as the 1915 Sepoy (Indian soldiers) Mutiny started on 15 February 

1915 and lasted nearly a week. Approximately 800 Sepoys took to the streets to hunt down the 

British living in Singapore.  It could only be brought under control after the intervention of 

British and French reinforcements as well as Russian naval forces, and resulted in the death of 

47 British soldiers and citizens.  Following the military trial that began on 15 February, 47 

Sepoys including Mansur were executed and 73 received various sentences while Imam Nur 

Alam Shah was deported.  In a letter addressed to the Ottoman Honorary Consulate in Rangoon 

which was found during a search of the belongings of Kassim Mansur, he had requested that a 

Turkish warship be sent to Singapore to recruit local Muslims to fight against the British. 

Subsequently the British authorities who tried to keep the news of the rebellion from becoming 

public had a complete change of attitude towards the Indian Muslims living in the region and 

started to see this ethnic religious group as a potential collaborator with the enemy. 

 

 

THE STATE OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL AFTER THE 

DEATH OF THE CONSUL GENERAL 
 

ollowing the death of Ahmed Ataullah Efendi, nobody was appointed by the Ottoman 

Empire to the Consulate General in Singapore.  Instead, The Governor of Singapore 

decided that the Turkish Consulate was to be administered by the German Consulate General 

and submitted this decision to the King’s approval by his letter to London on 12 November 

1903 (Attachment 31).  

With the announcement of 12 November 1903, published in the Straits Settlements Government 

Gazette on November 13, 1903 the German Consul General Eschke was authorized to take 

charge of the interests of the Ottoman subjects in Singapore (Attachment 32). 

It is interesting that this decision was implemented very quickly, in a matter of two days 

following the demise of the Consul General.  

On the other hand, when the Ottoman Empire joined the First World War on the side of the 

Central Powers on 29 October 1914 the responsibility for protecting the interests of the Ottoman 

Empire in Singapore was granted to the US Consulate General (Attachment 33).  

                                                           
Announcement published by the American Consulate General dated 27 October 1914 in The Singapore 

Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser (1884-1942) 

 

F 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Document dated 30 June 1864 whereby the Ottoman Ambassador in London Kostaki 

Musurus proposes Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied’s appointment as Consul General to 

Singapore. See Attachment 1 

2. Documents dated 21 and 22 July 1864 relating to the presentation of the said proposal to 

the Minister. See Attachment 2 

3. Note Verbal dated 26 September 1864, by the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom 

(Earl Russell) addressed to Ambassador Musurus, conveying that the Queen has issued an 

Exequatur for Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied. See Attachment 3 

4. Decision published in The London Gazette dated 27 September 1864 concerning the 

approval of the appointment of Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied as Consul to Singapore. 

See Attachment 4 

5. Notification of the Under Secretary to the Government of India published in the hand 

written Straits Settlement Records of 5 December 1864, on the  appointment of Syed 

Abdullah bin Omer al Junied as Turkish Consul in Singapore. See Attachment 5 

6. Notification published in the Straits Settlement Records of 5 December 1864 informing 

that there were no objections to that appointment. See Attachment 6 

7. Letter of Ambassador Musurus to Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied on 31 December 

1864 informing that he was appointed as Ottoman Consul to Singapore. See Attachment 7 

8. Notification published in The Straits Government Gazette, February 10, 1865, that the 

Governor General in Council was pleased to recognize the appointment of “Syud Abdullah 

bin Omer el-Djimid” as Turkish Consul in Singapore.  See Attachment 8 

9. Notification  that appeared in the Straits Settlement  Records of 18 February 1865 and  that 

Syed Abdullah bin Omar al Junied was appointed as Turkish Consul in Singapore. 

See Attachment 9 

10. Notification that appeared in The Straits Government Gazette of 3 March 1865 that Syed 

Abdullah bin Omer al Junied was appointed as Turkish Consul in Singapore. 

See Attachment 10 

11. Notifications that appeared in the Straits Settlement Records of 3 March 1865 that the 

Turkish Council has appointed his brother  Syed Junaid bin Omar al  Junied  to assume 

charge of the Consulate during his absence. See Attachment 11 

12. Notification published in The Straits Government Gazette of 17 March 1865 on Syed 

Junaid bin Omar al Junied’s assignment to be in charge of the Turkish Consulate during 

the absence of his brother. See Attachment 12 

13. Communication dated 17 May 1866 from the Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

Ambassador Musurus, informing of the United Kingdom’s negative opinion on the 

appointment of Syed Junaid bin Omar al Junied as the new Consul to Singapore.  

See Attachment 13 
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14. Communication dated 9 May 1882 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Prime 

Ministry regarding the proposal of the Embassy in London for Syed Junaid’s (who is said 

to be acting on behalf of his brother) appointment to his brother Syed Abdullah bin Omer 

al Junied’s post upon his death. See Attachment 14 

15. Communication dated 22 and 23 May 1882, informing that the said proposal has been 

approved by the Sultan. See Attachment 15 

16. Letter addressed by the Foreign Minister to the Civil Service Commission on 24 September 

1900 and its attached documents of Ataullah Efendi’s curriculum vitae and registry 

records.  See Attachment 16 

17. Decree of the Foreign Ministry Civil Servants Selection Commission, dated 25 March 

1901, confirming the status change of the Honorary Consulate to  Consulate General and 

the appointment of  Ataullah Efendi to this post.  See Attachment 17 

18. Letter of the Foreign Minister dated 30 March 1901 referring the matter to the Grand 

Vizier’s Office for the issuing of the necessary Firman. See Attachment 18 

19. Correspondence dated 21 April 1901 of the Grand Vizier referring the matter to the 

approval of the Sultan and the note dated 28 April 1901 jotted down on the same text by 

the First Secretary of the Sultan. See Attachment 19 

20. Letter dated 5 May 1901 of the Prime Ministry Correspondence Office addressed to the 

Foreign Ministry informing that the said approval has been granted by the Sultan on 27 

April 1901. See Attachment 20 

21. Communication of the Sublime Port Civil Service Commission Personnel Records Office 

dated 5 February 1901 regarding the distinctions rewarded to Ataullah Efendi. 

See Attachment 21 

22. Communication dated 13 August 1901 regarding the conferment of a Silver Medal for 

Merit to Ataullah Efendi before assuming his duty in Singapore. See Attachment 22 

23. Copy of the Straits Settlements Government Gazette, 2 August 1901 informing of the 

issuing of the Exequatur for Ataullah Efendi. See Attachment 23 

24. Copy of the Straits Settlements Government Gazette, 8 November 1901 informing of 

Ahmet Ataullah Efendi’s arrival and assumption of his duties in Singapore.  

See Attachment 24 

25. Local press news regarding the appointment of Ataullah Efendi as the Turkish Consul 

General in Singapore as well as his first courtesy calls and activities as of the end of 1901. 

See Attachment 25 

26. Press news relating to Consul General Ataullah Efendi’s activities between 1902-1903 as 

well as newspaper advertisement asking Ottoman subjects to register in the Consulate.  

See Attachment 26 

27. Press news on Ataullah Efendi’s death following a horse carriage accident on his way back 

from a reception of the Governor of Singapore on 10 November 1903 as well as his funeral 

on 11 November 1903. See Attachment 27 
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28. Message of condolence by the Sultan of Johor addressed to the Ottoman Sultan dated 10 

November 1903.  See Attachment 28 

29. Message sent to London on 11 November 1903 by the Governor of Singapore M T Taylor 

following Ahmet Ataullah Efendi’s death. See Attachment 29 

30. Letter, published in the local newspaper, of Ahmet Ataullah Efendi’s brother (residing in 

South Africa) thanking on behalf of his family to those who helped during the funeral 

arrangements.  See Attachment 30 

31. Communication by the Governor of Singapore sent to London on 12 November 1903 

informing that following Ahmed Ataullah Efendi’s death the Turkish consular matters will 

be assumed by the German Consul General Eschke. See Attachment 31 

32. News of  the Straits Settlements Government Gazette dated 13 November 1903 on the 

transfer of the Turkish consular matters to the German Consulate General.  

See Attachment 32 

33. Announcement of the American Consul General in Singapore published in The Singapore 

Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser on 27 October 1914, that the local affairs of the 

Ottoman Empire in Singapore have been taken charge by the American Consulate General. 

See Attachment 33 
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Attachment: 1 

 

 

    [BOA. İ.HR. Nu. 208/11999]* 

 

 

 

Number 

246 

 

Your humble subject presents  the following 

 

Coming from the community of Hadhrami, Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied is a friend of 

Mr. Istemlin, the elder son of Lord Istemlin.  Syed Abdullah is a resident of Singapore where 

he is amongst the richest merchants. This person has submitted his petition to the Sublime Porte 

to be appointed as the Consul General of the Ottoman State to Singapore and Mr. Istemlin asked 

me to be a reference for him. Syed Abdullah, as I mentioned above, is a man with many 

properties, and according to the verbal confirmation of Mr. Istemlin, he is loyal to the Supreme 

Sultanate, hoping for the welfare of the State and is a man of great capability with merits in all 

aspects. He is said to know English as well. His eligibility for the position of Consul General 

of the Ottoman State to Singapore depends on the order and decision of the Ministry. 

30 June 1864 

Ambassador to London 

                  Sealed 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
*Document code given by the Prime Ministry’s Archives in Istanbul. 
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Attachment: 2 
 

 

[BOA. İ. HR. Nu 208/ 11999] 

 

 

 

 

Your Merciful Highness 

 

Attached is the letter of H.E. Mr. Kostaki Bey, Ambassador to London, revealing the desire of 

Syed Abdullah bin Omer al Junied to be appointed as the Consul General of the Ottoman State 

to Singapore. Having received the information about Syed Abdullah, who is amongst the richest 

merchants of Singapore and who always hopes for the welfare of the State, the final decision 

for his appointment will be given by His Imperial Majesty. In light of this development, the 

document has been assigned a number. 

21 July 1864 

 

 

Your humble subject presents the following 

The ministerial documents, which include the petition of Syed Abdullah to be appointed as 

the Consul General of the Ottoman State to Singapore and which have been assigned numbers 

in accordance with the requirements of His Imperial Sultanate, have been returned to the 

Ministry. His Imperial Majesty, the Caliph of the Muslim World, will issue an order or edict 

on this issue. 

22 July 1864 
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Attachment: 3 
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Attachment: 4 
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Attachment: 5* 
 

 

Pg 195r 

No. 11 

Transcript 

 

1864 December 

5th       Under Secretary to the Govt of India of 22nd Novm 1864 intimates that Said Abdullah bin  

Omar al Junied has been appointed as Turkish Consul at Singapore and states that he  

will be recognised as such should there be no reason why it should not be done. 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 6* 
 

 

Pg 196 

No. 16 

Transcript 

1864 December 

Reply 

5th     Is not aware of there being any objection to the appointment of Said Abdullah bin Omar  

Al Junied as Consul for Turkey at Singapore. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 7  
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Attachment: 8* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Source: Singapore National Archives  
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Attachment: 9* 

 

 
Pg 220 

No. 16 

Transcript 

1865 

18th February 

Notification in the Local Gazette to the effect that Syed Abdulla bin Omar Al Joonaid has been 

appointed Turkish Consul at Singapore. 

 

 

  

                                                           
*  Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 10*

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 11* 
 

 

Pg 223r 

No. 10 

Transcript 

Syed Abdullah bin Omar Al Junied 

3rd March 

Reports his intended departure for Arabia and states that he has appointed his brother Syed 

Juniad bin Omar … as Vice Consul for  the Sublime Ottoman Porte at Singapore during his 

absence. 

 

 

 

 

Pg 224 

No. 11 

Transcript 

Notification in local gazette to the effect  that Syed Junaid bin Omar Aljuined has been 

oppointed by the Consul for Turkey to assume charge of the Consulate during his absence from 

Singapore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 12* 
 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 13 
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Attachment: 14 

 

 

[BOA İ. HR. Nu. 286/17881] 

 

 

 

Prime Ministry 

Supreme Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Office of Transcription 

Number 

121 

 

To the High Office of the Esteemed Prime Ministry 

 

Your humble subject presents the following 

 

The Embassy in London has inquired the possibility of the permanent appointment of Syed 

Junaid, who has become Acting Consul of the Ottoman State to Singapore upon the death of 

his brother Honorary Consul Syed Abdullah bin Junied, to the position of Consul General. It is 

subject to the approval of His Highness the Minister.  

 

His Imperial Majesty, the Caliph of the Muslim World, will issue an order or edict on this 

matter. 

 

9 May 1882 

         Signature  
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Attachment: 15 

 

 

[BOA. İ.HR. Nu 286/17881] 

 

 

 

Your Merciful Excellency 

 

Foreign Ministry has assigned a number to the document which concerns the decision to be 

rendered for the appointment of Syed Junaid, who has become the Acting Consul of the 

Ottoman State to Singapore upon the death of his brother Honorary Consul Syed Abdullah bin 

Junaid, to the position of Consul General. Attached is the document of the Ministry informing 

that the edict of His Imperial Majesty will finalize the matter. His Imperial Majesty, the Caliph 

of the Muslim World, will issue an order or edict on this matter. 

 

22 May 1882 

         Signature 

 

 

Your humble subject presents the following 

The ministerial document, which is submitted to your highest consideration, has been returned 

to the Ministry upon the approval of His Imperial Majesty. The Caliph of the Muslim World 

will issue an order or edict on this matter. 

 

23 May 1882 

         Signature 
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Attachment: 16 

 

 

[BOA. İ. HR. SAİD. Nu 9/1] 

 

 

 

Prime Ministry 

Office of Foreign Affairs 

Editing Services 

Number  

348 

 

To the Esteemed Presidency of the Civil Service Commission 

 

 

Your Highness 

 

Attached is the document of information related to the salary of Mr. Ataullah Efendi, teacher 

of the Ottoman School in the city of Kemberli of the Cape of Good Hope, which is asked in 

writing from the Foreign Ministry with a document dated 20 September 1900 and number 

twenty. The competent authority will issue an order or edict on this matter.  

 

24 September 1900 

Foreign Minister 

Signature 
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[BOA.HR.SAİD. Nu 9/1] 

This paper is only used for biographies.  

Question Answer 

What is the name, appellation, given name 

and the nickname of the person in question 

and his father? If his father is a civil servant, 

what is his service and rank? If his father 

comes from a notable family, what is his 

position within it? If his father comes from a 

non-Muslim community, what is his 

nationality and if he is a foreigner what is his 

citizenship besides nationality? Are the 

person in question and his father known by 

their names, appellations or nicknames? 

My name is Ahmet Ataullah Efendi, my 

father’s name is Hacı Ebu Bekir Efendi bin 

Ömer Efendi. He comes from the Emir 

Süleymanzade family in the Zor city of 

Süleymaniye Sanjak. He is one of the elders 

of the ulama. When he came to İstanbul on 

the ninth year of the Hijri Calender for a 

business matter, Sublime Government 

elected and appointed him to the Cape of 

Good Hope to spread the holy tenets of Islam 

among the Muslim community. 

Place of birth and date I was born in the Cape city of Cape of Good 

Hope on Friday, 4 May 1865.  

What is the level of his proficiency in 

science, art, and language skills he obtained 

at the public/private schools of the Ottoman 

State or at the hands of a tutor? Does he have 

any certificate of clearance or authorization, 

or a certificate of competency showing his 

service in the government? In which 

languages does he have a writing or speaking 

knowledge? Does he have any book or a 

pamphlet published; if yes and if these have 

copyrights, what are their titles and features? 

I took some basic scientific courses at the 

madrasa of my late father. Then I attended 

Mekke-i Mükerreme. Later on I attended Al-

Azhar Mosque in Egypt for three years to 

study religious subjects ranging from fıqh to 

Mülteka’l-Ebhur. After I took a number of 

diplomas here, I returned to Cape of Good 

Hope and started to study Maths, Geography, 

Human History, Ottoman history, 

Economics, Politics and Trade, International 

Agreements, Accounting, Scientific 

Agriculture and Farming at the Mc. Laehlan 

Academy, where the language of instruction 

are English and Dutch. I can speak and write 

Turkish, Arabic, English and Dutch. I can 

also speak Urdu. As for my publications, 

after my return from Egypt, I translated the 

Islamic Catechism to Dutch. Furthermore, 

my book entitled “Tuhfetu’l-Ihvan”, which 

tells the general situation in the Cape of Good 

Hope besides the story of development of the 

Muslim community there, is ready to be 

published. I can speak and write in Arabic, 

Turkish, English and Dutch, but I have only 

speaking knowledge of Urdu. 

In which year was he admitted into civil 

service as a salaried civil servant or as an 

intern? At what age and where did he start his 

civil service? To which cities was he 

appointed as a senior or an acting civil 

servant? Did he take any additional task? 

I entered civil service on 11 October 1885 at 

the age of 22 in the Cape city of the Cape of 

the Good Hope. I started with a teaching job 

at the madrasa of my father where my salary 

was paid by the community for two years. 

Then, upon the approval of the Muslim 
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How much money, funding, subscription or 

extra travel allowance did he receive at the 

each of these services? If there was a constant 

or temporary increase in his food aid, what 

are the dates and rates of it? Similarly, until 

when did he continue to receive his salary 

after he left the civil service? If he was 

dismissed, did he receive any salary 

afterwards? Does he have any badge of honor 

conferred on him by foreign countries? If the 

answer is yes, for what reason was it 

conferred? And when did His Imperial 

Majesty recognize this badge of honor? Did 

he work for any mültezim [person who 

collects tax for the lands of the state] or any 

company? Did the State send him anywhere 

on any special duty?  

community and at the suggestion of His 

Highness Ambassador in London, I was 

appointed as a teacher to Ottoman School, 

opened by Sublime State in the Kemberli 

city, located 650 miles away from the Cape 

of the Good Hope. My salary amounted to 

2500 kuruş on 1 November 1887. Then, I was 

appointed by His Imperial Majesty to 

forward the gracious gifts of the Caliph, 

comprised of flags, prayer rugs and some 

valuable books, to the 22 mosques in the 

Cape of Good Hope, for which I was paid 40 

liras of travel allowance by His Highness 

Treasurer. My salary mentioned above was 

reduced by 10 percent in March 1897, 

dropping to 2250 kuruş. On 18 September 

1899 my salary was raised 550 kuruş, 

increasing to 2800 kuruş. On 25 June 1889 I 

was appointed as a mufti to the Office of the 

Muderris of İstanbul; at the same year a third 

degree badge of honor (kıra Mecidi), and on 

27 December 1894 a fourth degree Ottoman 

badge of honor were conferred on me. On 16 

February 1900 I received one more 

promotion and received the title of mufti. On 

1 January 1900 my Ottoman badge of honor 

was promoted to the 3rd level. Then, when 

the signs of a war between the British and 

Transvaalians appeared, I wrote a petition 

asking to move to İstanbul; His Imperial 

Majesty accepted my petition in November 

1898. I travelled to many places in Africa and 

to London, Vienna, Paris, Liverpool, 

Zengibar, Bombay, Kolkata, Nebkala, Hijaz, 

and Syria. 

If he resigned from his post in civil service, 

what were the reasons for it? If he was given 

a suspension from his service, what are the 

reasons, dates, and results of it? When he was 

reinstated, how much was he paid for the time 

he was suspended and how was he paid? If he 

was subject to any criminal investigation, 

was he acquitted or was he found guilty? And 

was he sentenced? 

Fortunately, I neither resigned from my post, 

nor was I subject to any court hearing. 

        Stamp/Seal 

18 September 1900 

 

Hacı Ahmet Ataullah, the principal and teacher of the Ottoman School, who resides in the 

Kemberli City of the Cape of the Good Hope. 
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[BOA. HR SAİD Nu. 9/1] 

 

Prime Ministry 

Foreign Ministry 

Office of Accounting  

Number 

 

 

Kuruş  

2500 On 31 October 1887 Ahmet Ataullah Efendi was re-appointed with the 

authorization of the Caliph as teacher at the Ottoman School opened in the 

Kemberli city of the Cape of the Good Hope. His salary was 2500 kuruş along with 

appropriations. 

2250 As of 1898, his net salary dropped to 2250 kuruş, ten percent of which was 

delayed, upon the decision of His Imperial Majesty. 

2800 Upon the issuance of the decision of his Imperial Majesty on 18 October 1899 and 

14 September 1899, his net salary was raised by 550 kuruş by the Treasure. 
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[BOA. HR. SAİD. Nu. 9/1] 

Biography from the Ottoman State  

Name and Title Name of His Father, 

Place of Residence 

Age Arts and Titles, 

Origin 

Date of Birth 

and Place 

Religi

ous 

Sect 

Competency 

and 

Authorization 

Virtuous Ahmet 

Ataullah Efendi 

Late Hacı Bekir 

Efendi 

36 Principal of 

Islamic School 

in the Cape of 

the Good Hope 

1281 

Cape of the 

Good Hope 

 

  

Physical Attributes Place of Residence 

Heig

ht 

Eye 

Color 

Mustache, 

Beard 

Disting

uishing 

Feature 

Ho

me 

Door Number Neighborhood Street Numbe

r of the 

House  

Type 

of 

Hous

ing 

Medi

um 

Hazel Brown 

Beard 

 Der

aliy

ye 

1 Mahmutpaşa 

Veli 

Meng

ene 

32 Hous

e 

Virtuous Ahmet Ataullah Efendi, whose name and title are given above, was given an identification 

card showing his registration in the records of the Ottoman State. 22 January 1900  

 

Sealed 

Ministry of Interior 

Office of Civil Registry Nimet Efendi 

 

Copy of the Letter of Appointment 

His Imperial Majesty decided to appoint Ataullah Efendi, the principal of the Islamic School 

opened in the Kemberli city of the Cape of the Good Hope, to the Office of the Muderris of 

İstanbul with the title of Mufti. His Highness Sheikhulislam, Ömer Lütfi Efendi, on whom 

Ottoman and the first-rank Mecidiye Orders were conferred, made it public in writing that 

Ataullah Efendi was appointed as a Mufti to the vacant first-rank position of the said madrasa. 

26 June 1889 

 

Copy of the Berat (Certificate) of the Third-Degree Mejidie Order (Mecidiye Şeref Nişanı) 

 

Upon the decision of His Imperial Majesty, a Third-Degree Mejidie Order  was conferred on 

Ataulah Efendi, the principal of the Islamic School opened in the Kemberli city of the Cape of 

the Good Hope, for his diligence in carrying out his civil service. This Berat was written on 

16 June 1890. 

 

 

Copy of the Berat (Certificate) of the Fourth-Degree Ottoman Order 

Upon the decision of His Imperial Majesty, a Fourth-Degree Ottoman Order was conferred on 

Ataullah Efendi, the principal of the Islamic School opened in the Kemberli city of the Cape of 

the Good Hope, for his competence and capability. This Berat was written on 27 December 

1894.   
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Copy of the Letter of Promotion 

 

(Summary: Letter on the promotion and appointment of Ataullah Efendi as the Mufti on 16 

February 1900)  

 

 

Translation No 1 (Reference Letter of the Imam of  Ezher Mosque)  

(Summary: Şerif Mehmed b. Said, the imam of the Ezher Mosque in Egypt, wrote that Seyyid 

Ahmed Ataullah Efendi asked from him to test his knowledge of Islamic principles because His 

Imperial Majesty had called virtuous Ataullah Efendi on duty to spread the holy principles of 

Islam in the Cape of the Good Hope. Imam Said tested his knowledge in all aspects and gave 

him credit for his credentials. 21 January 1883) 

 

Reference Letter of the British School, Translation No 2 

(English text) 

 

Reference Letter of the Dutch School, Translation No 3 

Ataullah Efendi attended Saint Alavist School in the Cape of the Good Hope from the beginning 

of March 1882 to the end of the said year. He did not fail to comply with the rules and order set 

by the school. He can read and write properly.  

13 March 1883      

 

 

Principal 

  Foster 
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Attachment: 17  
 

 

[BOA. İ. HR. Nu. 371/22] 

 

 

 

Foreign Ministry 

Commission for the Selection of Civil Servants 

Number  

336 

 

It was considered necessary to appoint someone to the vacant position of Honorary Consul to 

Singapore which is the busiest and most important trade port of Indo-China region. Singapore 

consists of a large Muslim population, some of whom are Ottoman citizens of Arab origin. The 

Honorary Consul will ensure that the spiritual bond between these people and the Caliph of the 

Muslim World are reinforced, the transactions of Ottoman citizens with a profession and trade 

are facilitated, and their rights and interests are protected. It was considered necessary to appoint 

someone qualified and credible to the Consulate-General as evidenced in the number of 

petitions submitted by the notable Muslims. For this purpose, it is approved that Virtuous Hadji 

Ataullah Efendi, who was praised for his work for strengthening the religious sensibilities of 

Muslim children at the Ottoman School of the Cape of the Good Hope and increasing their 

loyalty to the Caliph of the Muslim World, will be appointed as an Acting Consul General and 

he will be paid the salary he receives from the Ottoman School, but in the case of lack of this 

salary he will be paid 3000 kuruş monthly and similarly 1000 kuruş for house rent on the 

condition of demanding nothing from the State. As for Seyyid Hamid Efendi, a longtime 

resident of Singapore and a person well-versed in local languages, whose father was an 

Honorary Consul to Singapore, the approval of the Commission for the Selection of Civil 

Servants for his appointment as an honorary secretary to the Consulate is attached. It is 

reminded that the matter should be submitted for its implementation to the high office of the 

Prime Ministry.   

25 March 1901 

           

          

 

Director of Consular Affairs (sealed) 

Director of Accounts (sealed) 

Prime Ministry Legal Advisor (sealed) 

Secretary of Foreign Communication (sealed)  

1st Interpreter of the Imperial Council (sealed) 

Foreign Ministry Secretariat (sealed) 

  



Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Singapore 
 

62 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Singapore 
 

63 
 

Attachment: 18     

 

 

[BOA. İ. HR. Nu. 371/22] 

 

 

 

Prime Ministry 

Office of  the Foreign Affaires 

Editing Services 

Number  

180 

 

Your humble subject presents the following 

Attached is the official report of the Selection Commission with regard to the establishment of 

a Consulate General in Singapore, the busiest and most important trade port of Indo-China 

region, and which consists of a large Muslim population some of whom are Ottoman citizens, 

as well as to the appointment of Virtuous Hadji Ataullah Efendi, the Principal of the Ottoman 

School in the Cape of the Good Hope as Acting Consul General (with a salary mentioned in the 

report) and of Syed Hamid Efendi as the honorary secretary to the Consulate. It’s 

implementation is subject to your highest consideration. The Caliph of the Muslim World, will 

issue an order or edict on this matter. 

 

 

30 March 1901 

 

          Foreign Minister 

          Signature 
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Attachment: 19 

 

 

[BOA. İ. HR. Nu. 371/22] 

 

 

 

Prime Ministry 

Office of the Grand Vizier 

Divan-ı  Humayun  (Royal Council of State) 

4 

His Imperial Majesty 

The documents prepared by the Foreign Ministry regarding the appointment of Virtuous Hadji 

Ataullah Efendi as an Acting Consulate General to Singapore and the appointment of Syed 

Hamid Efendi as an honorary secretary to the mentioned Consulate has been submitted and 

assigned a number; if an edict is issued by his Imperial Majesty, it will be implemented.  

 

21 April 1901 

          Grand Vizier 

            Signature 

 

 

Your humble subject presents the following 

An order or edict on the document of the Prime Ministry will be issued by His Imperial 

Majesty, the Caliph of the Muslim World.  

 

28 April 1901 

First Secretary of His Imperial Majesty 

                 Signature 
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Attachment: 20 

 

 

[BOA. BED. Nu. 1655/124078] 

Prime Ministry, Office of Transcription 

 

 

 

To the Esteemed Foreign Ministry 

The document regarding the appointment of Virtuous Hadji Ataullah Efendi as an Acting 

Consul General to Singapore and the appointment of Syed Hamid Efendi as an honorary 

secretary to the mentioned Consulate has been approved by His Imperial Majesty on 27 April 

1901. 
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Attachment: 21 

 

 

[BOA. HR. SAİD. Nu. 9/1] 

 

 

 

The Sublime Port 

The Commission of Civil Service 

The Registrar’s Office 

 

 

This is the summary of the biography of Ataullah Efendi, the teacher of the Ottoman School, 

opened in Kemberli City of the Cape of the Good Hope. 

 

Ahmet Ataullah Efendi is the son of  Hadji Bekir Efendi, one of the elders of the ulama. They 

are known as Emir Süleymanzades. 

 

As it is recorded in the Ottoman registration records he was born at the Cape city of the Cape 

of Good Hope on 1865.  He took courses on religious studies at the beginner’s level from his 

father and he studied fıqh and Mülteka’l-Ebhur by attending the Al-Azhar Mosque of Egypt 

and received diploma on 31 January 1883. Later on, he attended Saint Alawisis Brosers and 

Mc. Lahlan Academy in the Cape of the Good Hope. At these schools, he studied Maths, 

Geography, Human History, Ottoman history, Economics, Politics and Trade, International 

Agreements, Accounting, Scientific Agriculture and Farming and received a diploma. His book 

entitled Tuhfetu’l-İhvan is ready to be published; in his biography it is noted that he can speak 

and write Turkish, English, and Dutch, besides he can speak Urdu.  

 

Ahmet Ataullah Efendi was appointed with the authorization of the Caliph to the teaching post 

at the Ottoman School opened in the Kemberli city of the Cape of the Good Hope on 1 

November 1887.  

 

On 25 June 1889, he was appointed as a mufti to the Office of the Muderris of İstanbul, and 

promoted to the Office of Muderris on 16 February 1900. (Mention of the medals, Mecidi and 

badges of Order conferred on him).  The date of his appointment, the dates of the delays in his 

salary and increases, as evidenced in the registry of accounts of the Ministry, have been kept 

along with the original copies of his diplomas and a copy of his biography after verifying the 

dates of the badges of honor conferred on him, the edicts of His Imperial Majesty on this matter, 

and the place of birth and date as written on the approved copy of his Ottoman identification 

card.   

 

[Signed by the members of the Civil Service Commission] 

5 February 1901 
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Attachment: 22 

 

 

     [BOA. HR. SAİD. Nu 9/1] 

 

 

 

The Sublime Port 

The Commission of Civil Service 

Private Secretary 

 

Ataullah Efendi, teacher of the Ottoman School at the Kemberli city of the Cape of Good 

Hope 

Addendum 

 

 

On the issue of the appointment of Virtuous Hadji Ataullah Efendi by the Foreign Ministry, as  

Acting Consul General to Singapore with the salary he receives for his teaching post at the 

Ottoman School His Highness Caliph rendered his sublime decision on  28 April 1901.   

[Signed by the members of the Civil Service Commission] 

28 May 1901 

 

 

On 5 August of the same year, the above-mentioned person was conferred with a Silver Merit 

Medal for his good work in fulfilling his civil service. 

[Signed by the members of the Civil Service Commission] 

13 August 1901 
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Attachment: 23* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 24* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 25 
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Attachment: 26  
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Attachment: 27 
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Attachment: 28 
[BOA. Y. PRK.NMH. Nu 9/44] 

 

 

This is the translation of the telegraph submitted by the Sultan of Johor, Ibrahim Han to His Imperial 

Majesty. 

It has been learned with deep sorrow that Ahmet Ataullah Bey, the Consul General of the Ottoman State 

to Singapore, was killed in a traffic accident this morning. We extend our condolences to the Sublime 

Government of the Ottoman State. 

         Signature 

        Sultan Ibrahim of Johor  
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Attachment: 29* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 30  
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Attachment:  31* 

  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 32*  

                                                           
* Source: Singapore National Archives 
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Attachment: 33 
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