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Abstract

The scope of intermarriage between Han and indigene during the settlement
era is a significant but understudied issue in Taiwanese social history.

This paper argues that intermarriage did occur, but involved only a tiny
minority of Han men.

First, historical sources reported only Han men’s outnumbering women
and difficulty in spouse-finding, and certain cases of intermarriage, but not
massive intermarriage. Historical accounts indicated that most Han men went
back to mainland for marriage.

Second, the reports of Han men outnumbering women appeared only no
later than early Qing era. Spouses were intermittently permitted into Taiwan
since later Yon-Zhung period and the shortage of Han women had been
alleviated since then.

Third, the rapid and massive immigration of Han to Taiwan during Qing
means that Han vastly outnumbered indigene in a few decades, and there were
simply not enough indigenous women to meet the demand of Han men for
wives. Most Han men had had to find spouse back in mainland after all.

Fourth, with their tribal consciousness and solidarity, indigenes were
unlikely to allow their women to marry Hans in massive scope that would lead
to the extinction of their tribes. Ethnic discrimination by Hans also discouraged
intermarriage. And Qing laws in fact prohibited intermarriage.

Fifth, the very survival of most plain indigenous tribes up to Japanese
colonial era indicated that their women hadn’t married Hans in massive scope
and deprived their own men of marriage in the past.

Sixth, recent genetic studies indeed find that the average proportion of
indigenous genes in Taiwanese is quite moderate, indicating only limited scope
of intermarriage in the past.

We conclude that indigenous grandmothers do not constitute the majority

of female ancestors of current Taiwanese.
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