Excited Delirium Statement 3/2023

Although the terms “Excited Delirium” or “Excited Delirium Syndrome” have been used by
forensic pathologists as a cause of death in the past, these terms are not endorsed by NAME or
recognized in renewed classifications of the WHO, ICD-10, and DSM-V. Instead, NAME endorses
that the underlying cause, natural or unnatural (to include trauma), for the delirious state be
determined (if possible) and used for death certification.



