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Percussion ensemble: 
 

1. xylophone, medium tam-tam, almglocken, tom-toms 
2. marimba 1 
3. marimba 2 
4. vibraphone, large tam-tam, shekere, tom-toms 
5. nipple gongs, agogo bells, tom-toms 

 
The work is approximately 10:15 in duration. 

 
 

Program notes for Jakarta 
 

Jakarta is scored for solo violin and five percussionists.  Although the 
instrumental timbres may evoke a flavor of gamelan, the work is not based upon 
authentic Javanese sources.  Melodic material is derived from an octatonic scale of 
alternating whole- and half-steps, the tonal ambiguity of the symmetrical source scale 
tamed by being anchored on G as pitch center. 

The work divides into four sections of contrasting texture, the final part being a 
reprise of the first section capped off by a diatonic coda.  The role of the percussion 
ensemble relative to the soloist varies from section to section, sometimes being equal in 
melodic and contrapuntal status, and at other times subordinate as accompaniment.  

 
Composer’s biographical note 

 
David Jason Snow holds degrees in music composition from the Eastman School 

of Music and Yale University where he studied with Jacob Druckman, Samuel Adler, 
Warren Benson, and Joseph Schwantner.  His music has been performed in concert by the 
Ensemble Intercontemporaine at the Georges Pompidou Center in Paris, by the American 
Brass Quintet at the Aspen Music Festival, Carnegie Hall, and the John F. Kennedy 
Center, and by numerous other artists and ensembles in the United States, Europe, Asia 
and Africa.  Snow is the recipient of awards for composition and musical performance 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, BMI, and ASCAP, and has been a resident of 
artist’s communities at Yaddo in Saratoga Springs and the Millay Colony in Austerlitz, 
New York.  He resides in New York City. 
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NoDerivs 3.0 Unported license. See the Creative Commons License Deed on the following page 
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