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EZEKIEL PART 2 










                     LESSON 1 
Kay Arthur
January, 2012. Is America like Jerusalem? Destroyed because there is no fear of God before our eyes. A nation that is rotting in sin?

                         Are our leaders (shepherds) laying down their lives for the sake of others— or more interested in themselves? 
EZEKIEL PART 1     REVIEW
Ezekiel 1- 23     Judgment Coming to Jerusalem
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                              NO Godly Shepherds 
                             597 BC    Jehoichin, Taken captive to Babylon with Ezekiel w/ 10,000 others 
                                           Mattaniah/ Zedekiah 
God’s Watchman: Ezekiel (30), in 5th  year of exile. -to WARN the house of Israel for God. 
                                                                                                    stubborn, obstinate, rebellious —have ears/eyes but don’t hear/see. 
Ezekiel 24-32     Judgment Coming to Surrounding Nations
588 BC After Babylon lays siege to Jerusalem, God’s judgments on the nations surrounding Israel—Ammon, Philistia, Egypt, and Tyre.
EZEKIEL PART 2     PREPARATION

EZEKIEL 33:10 God’s Watchman:  “Surely our (Israel’s) transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we are rotting away in them 
USA: immorality, all sorts of abominations going on. Our country began with a fear, respect, trust of God Turning Point: 1960’s . Prayer, Bible reading was out of the schools. Woman was out of the home. Our society began to crumble as we turned our backs on God. In many churches, we had a liberal view of the Word of God and we didn’t honor the Word of God as the Word of God. We reinterpreted it—watered it down. “Part of this is inspired, part of this is not inspired”. Now, a nation that has lost the fear of God -- rotting in sin. 
Ezekiel 34: God’s TRUE Shepherd
 ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, (Repent! Return! Just like the other prophets have been saying!) Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 
It’s not His heart to punish, judge us! He is not sitting there just waiting for us to make a wrong move so that He can cut us off and pulverize us into the ground—that’s not God! The Sovereign God that sits on the throne of the universe is a God of love and kindness and goodness and mercy and faithfulness. 
John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd; lays down His life for the sheep. 
John 10:10, 27-28 I came that they may have life, abundantly. My sheep will hear My voice, follow Me and I will give them eternal life 
Ezekiel 33 The sinful, stubborn, rebellious, obstinate exiles are sitting in judgment of the Lord, saying “The way of God is not right.” 
Ezekiel 18:23 Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked, rather than that he should turn from his ways and live? Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not right. Hear now, O house of Israel! Is My way not right? Is it not your ways that are not right? 

How are you living…in the secret places?
…when nobody else is around? What am I doing with my eyes? my hands? my money? my time? Is it all about me?  Stressed out?
Matthew 6:25             1 Thess. 5:18             Matthew 6: 23
Refugees Arrive:  Jerusalem Has Been Taken!

2 Chronicles 7:14 if we are in a foreign land… and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, but what was the problem? They weren’t turning—they were not seeking God. 
Ezekiel 33:22-32                               HOW Could God Do this to US?   There are so MANY of us!
WHY WOULDN’T God punish you? You’ve broken God’s Law,  worship idols, shed innocent blood, you rely on your own strength, rather than God. He will continue punishing until He has broken the “pride of your power”…THEN you will know that He is God, when the land is a desolation because of all your abominations. You are rotting in sin!
Warning to Ezekiel: 33:31, “They come to you as people come, and sit before you as My people and hear your words but they do not do them, for they do the lustful desires expressed by their mouth, and their heart goes after their gain. They do what they want to do and all they are interested in is their gain—their possessions—their money—their prosperity—that’s all!   32, “Behold, you are to them like a sensual song by one who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; for they hear your words but they do not practice them.
BEWARE of studying God’s word—knowing it—able to quote it—and NOT living it. 
REVIEW OF GOD’S COVENANTS
ABRAHAM’s COVENANT 
· GREAT NATION
Genesis12:1-7 And I will make you (Abraham) a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.       
                                   Abraham      to ___________                   to ______________                       to _______ sons, Tribes of Israel
· BLESS THE NATIONS And in you all the families of the earth (Gentiles) will be blessed.” 
· The LAND       
Genesis 13:14-15 I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. 
Ezekiel 11:11-15   I will gather you from the peoples, and I will give you the land of Israel.
· The SEED

                               Genesis 15:3.          Galatians 3:16 The Seed = Jesus Christ   John 8:56 Abraham saw the day of Messiah and rejoiced.
· FOREVER      Genesis 15:18         Genesis 17:2-6  “My covenant bet Me and you and your descendants for an everlasting covenant, 
                                                  (But First….Genesis 13 Your people must go down to a land not theirs for 400 years of slavery…)
MOSES’ COVENANT (OLD) —THE LAW or TORAH (Teaching)

Exodus 20-23 Ten Commandments, etc by which they are to live. “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3--“You shall have no other gods before Me. Make for yourself NO idol… 4 for I am a jealous God, … but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 
Blood of the Covenant: 
Exodus 24:6—“All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!” So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people 
Disobedience Clause.
Leviticus 26:9, 14, 27   But if you do not obey Me:  I will punish them 7 times over…. 
Disobey Sabbath for the Land
Leviticus 26:34-44. scatter you among the nations: Then the land will enjoy its sabbaths all the days of the desolation, 
Deuteronomy 28:51-52  Among those nations you shall find no rest, but Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, despair of soul. 
DAVID’s COVENANT
Theocracy: God is their King.
WRONG KING: 1 Samuel 8:11-18 “OK you want an earthly king, let me tell you what this king is going to do to you, your possessions, your children—It’s all going to be about the king and it’s NOT going to be about you. 
RIGHT KING: 1 Chronicles 11:4-7 WHO? __________    Psalm 132:13-14.   WHERE? _______________   How Long? _________________
                                     2 Samuel 7                   2 Chronicles 13:5              Psalm 89                                Romans 1 
Matthew 20:28            2 Corinthians 5:21            2 Chronicles 7:11-22            Habakkuk. 1:13
NEW COVENANT

Problem: What is God going to do with this stubborn and rebellious and obstinate people-- Who do not listen to God—who hear this sensual (attractive) song (message) and yet do not take it to heart but walk away and are unchanged? God can’t overlook our sins! The Law holds them in check, but can’t make them righteous!                          Answer: He needs another covenant. 
Jeremiah 31:27—days are coming, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel & Judah, .. 32, …“I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
                                               A COVENANT OF EVERLASTING PEACE.
Ezekiel 34:26 The covenant that transforms lives, IF they turn to Him, God will bring them to Himself. 

· Numbers 25:12—promised to the priests - a perpetual priesthood. 
· Isaiah 54:10 “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, … But My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” 
· Ezekiel 34:23 “Then I will set over them one shepherd, _________, … “And I, the Lord, will be their God, “I will make a covenant of peace with them …so that they may live securely… 27 “… they will be secure on their land. Then they will know that I am the Lord, when I have broken the bars of their yoke and have delivered them from the hand of those who enslaved them

CHALLENGE:  Matthew 28: Make disciples of all nations…. to teach those nations all that God has commanded …I want to urge you to be watchmen :take what you are learning and warn people of the wrath to come—of the judgment that will come on the ungodly -That God has no pleasure in their death—that He wants them to return—to repent. …until the Great Shepherd of the sheep comes. May we be faithful under-shepherds and may we love the sheep and care for the flock especially in the days ahead that are going to be so difficult. May God make us sensitive so that we don’t care just about us but we care about others— 
For Want of a Watchman, For Want of a Shepherd
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