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Liu Yan-tao’s Art Style and
Yu You-ren’s Tai-chi Image in His
Calligraphy

Lin Yong-fa

Abstract

This paper explores Liu Yan-tao’s art style and Yu You-ren’s Tai-chi
image in his calligraphy. In the beginning, this paper introduces the two

artists’ friendship and their positions in the history of Chinese art. Then,

this paper argues Liu Yan-tao’s idiosyncrasy from the following aspects:

the trinity of poem, calligraphy and painting in his artwork, his further
development of the traditional ink and wash painting, his idiosyncratic
choice of the natural in preference of the artificial, the nostalgia
conveyed in his landscape painting, and his inclusion of the Taiwanese

element into his works. Next, this paper reviews Yu You-ren’s learning
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history in the field of calligraphy, and explores the Tai-chi image in his
calligraphy. Finally, this paper proposes to appreciate the two artists’
contributions and the legacies they leave for the future generations from
the following four aspects: their further development of traditional ink
and wash painting, their stipulation of standard cursive scripts, their
promulgation of ink and wash painting and calligraphic art in society
through education, and their unification of admiring personality and art

style.

Keywords : Liu Yan-tao, Yu You-ren, art style, calligraphy, Tai-chi
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