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PREFACE:
DISCOVERING THE

MAYA PAST

In this atmospheric, but also highly
accurate lithograph by Frederick
Catherwood, we see Copan Stela D and
its accompanying ‘zoomorphic’ altar.
Both were commissioned by the king
Waxaklajuun Ubaah K'awiil in AD 736.
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Of the moral effect of the monumgnts themselves, standing as t}m-}r do
in the depths of a tropical forest, silent emd_’ solemn, strange in design,
excellent in sculpture, rich in ornament, different fmml the works O,f
any other people, their uses and purposes and whole history so entirely
unknown, with hieroglyphics explaining all but Eerfectly
unintelligible, I shall not pretend to convey any idea.

Those are the words of John Lloyd Stephens, the Ar'nerican _diplc‘mﬂh
iournalist and explorer who, in 1839, tugethcf with English artist
Frederick Catherwood, was one of the first outsiders to penetrate the
rainforests of Central America. What the pair had encountered were the
remains of ancient Maya civilization, which had lain smothered by
vegetation, derelict and abandoned for almost a thousand years, Built by
the ancestors of the modern Maya — who live today where they did in
ancient times, in the area now covered by Guatemala, Belize, the
eastern portion of Mexico and the western extremities of Honduras and
El Salvador — no other culture in the New World has aroused such
intense interest or posed so many puzzles.

Initially, scholars preferred to attribute Maya wonders to
Phoenicians, Israelites or Atlanteans, but even after their indigenous
origins had been established, ideas almost as fanciful took their place.
The ancient Maya were now a people without precedent,
unworldly pacifists who worshipped time itself. Their great ruins
were not cities but empty ‘ceremonial centres’, simply stages
where priest-astrologers performed awe-inspiring rituals for a
peasantry scattered in the forest. The monuments carried portraits
of priests and their gods; the hieroglyphs - less a form of writing
than a clumsy aide mémoire - encoded only numerology, star-lore
and incantations. All these misconceptions were shattered in the
early 1960s. Proper mapping revealed that, far from being empty,
the ruins were the cores of dispersed cities with populations that
could run into tens of thousands. More decisively still, in a few
key articles Tatiana Proskouriakoff demonstrated that the carved
figures were actually kings and queens and that the inscriptions
included biographies of their lives and names of the captives they
had seized. At a stroke, the Maya had become an historical people.

Recent decades have seen an ongoing revolution in our
understanding of the Maya, as archaeological research has
burgeoned throughout the region and tremendous progress has
been made in deciphering the writing system. The ‘breaking’ of the
Maya code, though still incomplete, has offered unique insights
into Maya thought and society, ranging from grand visions of the
cosmos to the pragmatic structure of government. Although the
challenges are considerable — monuments and their inscriptions
have often been shattered by tree-fall or eroded by centuries of
tropical downpour - the reward is the chance to peer into an
otherwise lost annal of Precolumbian America.



This example of Early Classic
portraiture depicts one of the Tikal kings
called Chak Tok Ich'aak, identified by
the hieroglyph painted in his headdress.

Carved jade stones, such as this fine
example found at Nebaj, were highly
prized by the Maya nobility. Here we see
an enthroned ruler gesturing towards a
court dwarf.

DISCOVERING THE MAYA PAST

The Maya were never politically unified and during the height of the
Classic period (AD 250-909) were divided into a patchwork of more than
60 kingdoms. Each ruled by a ‘holy lord’, they were locked in a constant
struggle to preserve their autonomy or achieve dominance over their
neighbours. Especially successful rulers might establish themselves as
‘overkings’ operating far-flung networks of political patronage — but in this
turbulent landscape no kingdom achieved a permanent hold on power.

In Chronicle of the Maya Kings and Queens we examine 11 of the
most influential and best-known kingdoms, and the dynasties that did
most to shape the highpoint of Maya civilization. Behind the vast ruins
of Tikal and Calakmul lie the stories of two of the most important,
implacable rivals whose competition had an influence on the whole
region. But much smaller sites such as Dos Pilas have fascinating tales
of their own. Created by the Tikal exile Bajlaj Chan K'awiil, it
represented a ‘splinter state’ traitorously in league with Calakmul. His
daughter Lady Six Sky, one of very few ruling queens, went on to
establish a new dynasty at distant Naranjo, securing her realm with a
determined series of conquests. One of the more dramatic changes of
fortune took place in the far east. Copan’s Waxaklajuun Ubaah K’awiil
presided over his city’s greatest flowering of art and culture, but met his
end in decapitation at the hands of a former vassal, the king of little
Quirigua. Great rivals for supremacy in the west, Tonina and Palenque
produced rulers of contrasting style. The former’s Baaknal Chaak is
now best known for his relentless warring, the latter’s Janaab Pakal for
the unparalleled grandeur of his burial.

Yet, for all its vigour, splendour and high culture, the world of the
divine kings ended in a spectacular fall. By the early 10th century Ap the
royal dynasties were gone, populations had slumped dramatically and
the greatest cities were abandoned to the forest. Our survey concludes
with a look at the latest evidence about this enigmatic episode and the
shadowy Postclassic era that followed it.
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INTRODUCTION:
MaAyA HISTORY -
THE MAJOR
PERIODS

The first portraits of Maya rulers
emerged during the Late Preclassic.
Kaminaljuyu Stela 11 shows one
wearing the mask of the sky god
Itzamnaaj, itself topped by the leaf-
crowned ‘Jester God’, a royal patron with
Olmec ongins.

e
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The chronology of Mesoamerican civilization - following on from an
Archaic period of hunter-gatherers - is traditionally divided into three
eras: the Preclassic, Classic and Postclassic.

Tue PrecrassiC: 2000 BC-AD 250

The Preclassic (or Formative) covers the emergence of complex societies
and is itself divided into three major sub-periods: the Early (2000-1000
pc), Middle (1000-400 BC) and Late (400 Bc-AD 250). The first great cjyi.
lization, the Olmec, developed in the Early Preclassic along the swampy
estuaries of the Mexican Gulf Coast. Regarded by many as the ‘mother
culture’ of Mesoamerica, Olmec concepts and art-styles spread far
beyond their homeland and were a major influence on emerging Maya
societies. The Olmec were the likely inventors of writing in the New
World, but the idea was to achieve full expression in separate hiero.
glyphic traditions developed by the Epi-Olmec, inheritors of the Olmec
heartland, the Zapotec of the mountainous Oaxaca region, and the Maya,

By as early as 500 Bc, the Maya of the Central Area were establishing
their first major cities, raising at their cores great red-painted temple
platforms decorated with ornate stucco god masks. Nakbe was among
the first, but was ultimately superseded by El Mirador, which grew to be
the largest concentration of monumental architecture ever built by the
Maya. The smaller centre of San Bartolo has recently produced spectacu-
lar murals demonstrating that Maya mythology and writing were in
place by around 300 Bc, and concepts of kingship by at least 100 sc. The
Southern Area of highlands and coastal piedmont were also home to a
range of precocious Maya societies, centred on important cities such as
Kaminaljuyu and I[zapa.

The core characteristics of the following Classic civilization — the use
of the Long Count calendar, the carving of hieroglyphic inscriptions and
accompanying historical portraits — reflect the rise of a new political ide-
ology and ideal of dynastic kingship (pp. 11-13; 17). In the Maya region
these features first make their appearance in the Southern Area at El Bail
and Takalik Abaj between Ap 37 and 126, although other regions, espe-
cially the precocious Central Area dominated by El Mirador, may yet
prove to be part of this movement. For reasons as yet unclear societies in
both these regions experienced a dramatic decline between Ap 150 and
200, and most of their largest cities were abandoned.

_’[‘—Hfz CLASSIC: AD£5U_—_909

It was over the next six centuries or so — predominantly in the Central
Area - that Maya civilization reached its greatest florescence, forging the
landscape of kingdoms examined in this volume. Surviving Preclassic
centres were joined by a good number of new settlements, and a range of
social developments began to produce a distinctive culture. Yet the Maya
were never isolated from developments in central Mexico, which by
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The huge city of Teotihuacan, high in
the Valley of Mexico, exerted a powerful
influence over the Classic Maya. Among
its many cultural exports perhaps the
best known is the architectural style
called talud-tablero. Amply illustrated
in this view of central Teotihuacan,
platform fagades were made up of
alternating levels of sloping batter and
projecting panels, once brilliantly
painted.

| 7 MavA HistorY - THE MaAjoR PERIODS 9

now was dominated by the vast metropolis of Teotihua-
can, housing at its peak more than 125,000 people. Few if
any parts of Mesoamerica were to be unaffected by its
cultural, political and economic might; and its character-
istic, rather angular style of art and architecture can be
found in all Maya regions. Contacts were at their most
direct during the 4th century Ap, when Kaminaljuyu was
revitalized under heavy Teotihuacan influence, and a
swathe of the lowlands came, if only briefly, within its
political ambit.

The year 600 marks the transition between the Early
and Late Classic periods (today mostly defined in terms
of art style), roughly coinciding with the fall of Teotihuacan. The Late
Classic saw Maya civilization reach its peak population, greatest social
complexity and artistic and intellectual highpoint. Yet this success did
not endure and as early as 800 there are signs of significant distress:
dynasties begin to collapse and population levels suffer a precipitous
decline (for fuller treatment of these and later events see the Epilogue pp.
226-7). This traumatic era, a sub-period known as the Terminal Classic,
ends with the last recorded date in the Long Count calendar in Ap 909.
The crisis was not immediately reflected in the north, however, where
cities such as Chichen Itza and Uxmal show growth at this time.

THE POSTCLASSIC: AD 909-1697

By the dawn of the Early Postclassic (909-1200) Maya populations were
largely concentrated in the Northern and Southern Areas, with the old
Central heartland only sparsely inhabited. Chichen Itza continued as a
regional power in the north, now showing close ties with the new
masters of central Mexico, the Toltecs. The hybrid Maya-Mexican archi-
tecture of Chichen reflects its cosmopolitan make-up, while historical
sources tell of its wide political influence. The succeeding Late Postclas-
sic (1200-1697) witnessed Chichen Itza’s decline and its ultimate
replacement by Mayapan. This lesser imitator held sway over at least
some of Chichen’s former domain until internal discord caused its aban-
donment around 1441. In the Southern Area, the latter stages of the
Classic had seen large-scale movements in population, with western
arrivals creating a new series of statelets. The most powerful of these
were the K'iche’ (formerly Quiche), though by 1475 they were being over-
taken by their former vassals, the Kaqchikel (Cakchiquel).

The Postclassic came to an end in Mexico with the fall of the famed
Aztec Empire to Spanish invaders and their native allies in 1521. But
Maya resistance proved stubborn and it was only with difficulty that the
Spanish brought the southern communities to heel in 1527 and their
northern brethren largely by 1546. Maya kingdoms in the isolated forests
of the Central Area proved more dogged still, and held out until their
final conquest in 1697.
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. a region covers three major geographic zones: a
gg‘:t{;gfl mg; of highlands and adjoining Pacific Coastline;

2 humid Central Area of lowland tropical forest; and a drier
Northern Area, a flat lowland qf forest and scrub forming the
greater part of the Yucatan Peninsula. The Maya were one

of the peoples that made up Mesoamerica, a cultural sphere
extending from northern Mexico to Honduras and El Salvador.
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MAyA WRITING
AND CALENDARS

GUIDE TO ORTHOGRAPHY
AND PRONUNCIATION

A feature common to all Mayan
languages is the ‘glottal stop'.

This sudden constriction of the

throat distinguishes, for example,
kab ‘earth’ from its glottalized
counterpart k'ab ‘hand’. In the
writing system this is reflected in a
separate set of syllables (k'a, k'e,
k'oetc.). The ‘b’ sound in Mayan

is always glottalized, but glyph
specialists no longer mark it with

an apostrophe. The type of vowel,
whether short, long or modified in
other ways, is another important
distinction and recent work suggests
that this too was indicated in the
script. In this volume long vowels

are marked with a doubled |etter,
separating chak 'great/red’ from
chaak, the name of the Rain God. The
Maya also made a contrast between
hard and soft ‘h’ sounds: the former
closest to the final 'h’ in the Gaelic
‘loch’, the latter to the ‘h' in ‘house’,
In line with the standard orthography,
‘|' represents this hardened or ‘velar’
version (e.g. ‘'ja’ as opposed to soft
‘ha'). It is also important to know that
in Mayan ‘%" is used for the sound 'sh’
(thus yax is "yash' and Xunantunich

is ‘shunan-teon-ich'). In'an older
orthography that persists in many
place-names, ‘c’ is better understood
as ‘k' and 'u’ is pronounced as a

'w' (the site of Uaxactun is thus wa-
shak-toon). Many archaeological sites
have Spanish names and it is worth
keeping in mind here that 'j' is also

a hard ‘h' (Naranjo is thus ‘naran-ho’).
Two non-Maya names with different
conventions are Oaxaca ('wa-haka’)
and Teotihuacan ('tayo-ti-wa-kan').

Mava WRITING AND CALENDARS 11

Whenever the intellectual achievements of Precolumbian America are
discussed, the famed writing system and timekeeping of the Maya are
always well to the fore. While the origins of both hieroglyphics and the
calendar are obscure, there can be no dispute that the Maya took them to
their highest level. The source of their particular passion can be traced to the
social and political developments that transformed the Preclassic into the
Classic. The new emphasis placed on dynastic descent, and ultimately
sacred kingship, created a need for permanent records to proclaim geneal-

ogy, ritual and great deeds - legitimizing the rule of individuals by fixing
their lives within a cosmic time order.

H[EROGL_YEHIC WRITING

Maya hieroglyphs present the reader with a richness and visual elabora-
tion unrivalled by any of the world’s ancient scripts. The system as we
know it today was evidently developed by the speakers of Ch’olan, one of
the principal Mayan language groups, sometime in the Middle Preclassic.
Although it was later adapted by groups such as the Yukatekan-speaking
Maya of the north, royal inscriptions in all areas remained predomi-
nantly Ch'olan, suggesting that this served as a kind of pan-Maya
prestige speech, much as French did in the courts of medieval England, or
for that matter 18th-century Germany and Russia.

The discovery of the phonetic basis of hieroglyphic writing, largely the
work of the Russian Yuri Knorosov, has proved the key to its decipher-
ment. Like most other hieroglyphic scripts, Maya writing is a ‘mixed
system’ that uses signs called logographs for whole words, with others
representing syllables and vowels. Part of its complexity lies in the
variety of its spelling conventions, which allowed a single term to be
written in a number of different ways. For example, the title ajaw ‘lord,
ruler’, could be composed of: a) one of several alternative logographs; b) a
logograph complemented by a syllable giving a phonetic clue to its
reading; or ¢) constructed entirely from syllables (themselves often
selected from a choice of signs). Individual signs could also be manipu-
lated graphically, as when one is ‘infixed’ into another, with no effect on
the reading of either.! At any one time the system used no more than 500
signs, of which 300 or so of the most common are now deciphered.
Though this process is well advanced, many questions remain unan-
swered and some important areas, such as its verbal structure and the
marking of features like vowel length, are only now succumbing to
investigation.?

Spellings of ajaw ‘lord, ruler”:

mAw @g AlAﬁT

DT a-AJAW

oGP
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SPELLING CONVENTIONS

The fiexibility of Maya script is well
illustrated in the spelling of the name
of the 7th-century king of Palenque,
K'inich Janaab Pakal (pp. 162-8).
\We variously see substitution (the
use of alternative signs which have
the same reading), com plementation
{syllables attached to logographs not
as part of the reading but as phonetic
clues to their value or marking @
quality of the vowel) and infixation
(the combination of two signs).
Hieroglyphic transcriptions of each
ruler's name appear in the ‘glyphic
spelling’ section of their personal
datafile and follow an established
system. Logographs are setin
capitals, while syllables and vowels
appear in lower case. Hyphens jain
signs that are grouped n the same
‘glyph block'. Square brackets
indicate infixed signs, while this
volume uses round brackets to

mark elements that are present but
omitted from the spelling. Colons
indicate long or other ‘complex’
vowels in logographs (these features
are still imperfectly understoed and
spellings are currently in some
degree of flux). In the following
examples, it is worth remembering
that apostrophes mark glottalized
sounds, while the letter ‘' is always
pronounced as a hard ‘h'.

Spellings of K'inich Janaab Pakal
‘Radiant ? Shield":

@ [K'IN]Jehi-ni JANA:B pa-ka-la

s )

AL

KINICH-ni ja-na-bi pa-kala

e

e ——

s

were most often inscribed on the tall monoliths
called ‘stelae’ (sing. stela), but are also found on stone wall panels, altars,
thrones and door lintels and in similar contexts modelled in stucco
plaster or carved in wood. Texts werc also engraved on objects of jade,
shell and bone, usually as marks of ownership on items of jewelry. But it
s as well to remember that most writing was on perishable media, espe-
cially the bark-paper books known as codices (of which only four
Postclassic examples, all non-historical almanacs, survive). Maya hiero-
glyphs developed from the tradition of brush painting, and scribes -~ who
held a prestigious place in society = WETe called aj tz'ib, literally 'he of the
painting’.* Their fine calligraphy is preserved on a few wall murals and,
much more commonly, on ceramic vessels.

Surviving texts are dedicated entirely to the doings and concerns of the
elite class. Public inscriptions tend to be terse affairs, with much use of
formulaic expressions and redundant duplication of known facts. This
gives us a rather skewed idea of Maya literature. Only rarely do we see
first-person quotations, more animated or poetic language, or glimpse
the wider range of topics discussed in long-lost books.

Dynastic records

TEE l’lam CALENDAR

The basis of any sophisticated time reckoning is a numerical system.
Maya numbers were made from combinations of just three symbols: a
dot for ‘one’, a bar for ‘five’ and a variable sign that represented ‘zero’. The
largest single digit was 19, composed of three bars and four dots. For
larger numbers a system of place notation was employed, working in
base 20 rather than our own base 10.

At the heart of the Mesoamerican conception of time lay a 260-day cal-
endar of 20 named days and 13 numbers, now known in the Maya area as
the Tzolk'in. This ritual count was usually intermeshed with another
based on the solar year, a 365-day ‘vague year’ called the Haab. This was
composed of 18 months of 20 numbered days, with a short month of five
spare days at the end of the year. Since it fell short of the true solar year by
about a quarter of a day, it slowly ‘slid’ against the seasons (although the
Maya were well aware of this they made no attempt to correct it). The
combined Tzolk’in and Haab is known as the Calendar Round, in which
no combination repeats for 18,980 days or 52 vague years.

Recording greater expanses of time required a further system, one
especially agsm:iated with the Classic era, called the Long Count. Nor-
;;3:]]:; :}(’;t[:llil;;:;;l;:t ;vd'is the Bak’tun (of roughly 4DQ years), followed
finally K'in (single days) (:Y ea;s)f-thc Tun (360 days), Winal (20 days) and
T ',irt : uirzl ubmgly{ the Winal position works to base
S LU':IC approximate the solar year at 360 days.
Rt By i, beginni?-lnh '(;UT Jas a Fscale of descendlmg value, sepa-
i wrij with lt ull’;al: tun. The penultimate day of the
ing the cycle as 10.0.0.0 De?\fm 3 ).1).19*1?.'19' .the next day complet-

..... though these historical dates contain five



THE INITIAL SERIES

Monument inscriptions usually begin
with an Initial Series date. The large
introductory sign reads tziik haab(?)
‘count of the years', always combined
with the name of the relevant patron
of the Haab month. Thereafter it reads
in double columns, as below.

(8
2 g
4

£

A B

Al 9 Bak'tun (9'x 144,000 days)

Bl 10 K'atun (10 x 7,200 days)

A2 16 Tun (16 x 360 days)

B2 8 Winal (8 x 20 days)

A3 14 K'in (14 days)

Bl 7 Ix (Position in the 260-day
Tzolk'in cycle)

Ad G3 (Third Lord of the Night —
9-day cycle of patron gods)

B4 F(Linked ta G, meaning
still unclear)

A5 7D (7 days since the “arrival'
of the last New Moon)

BS 3JC (Part of an 18-month cycle of

lunations)

A6/BE X/B (The 'young' name of the
appropriate lunar patron)

AT 104 (30 days in the current
lunation)

B7 17 Sip (Day and month in the
365-day Haab or ‘vague year')

This Initial Series represents the date
9.10.16.8.14 7 Ix 17 Sip, equivalent
to 24 April Ap 649 (GMT+2 correlation
and Julian calendar),

MAYA WRITING AND CALENDARS |13

places, there were in fact 19 higher ones, the full system reflecting a quite
unimaginable scope of time.

This five-place section of the Long Count had a starting point in
3114 Bc, perceived as the creation of the current universe. The system
was actually devised sometime in the 8th Bak'tun (7.0.0.0.1-8.0.0.0.0,
354 BC-AD 41) - popularly known as Cycle 7 - the earliest surviving dates
falling in 32 Bc at Tres Zapotes, in the Olmec heartland, and 36 Bc at
Chiapa de Corzo, between the Olmec and Maya zones. The first known
date that is probably Maya appears at El Baul, on the Pacific Coast, in AD
37. The earliest from the lowlands falls in the following Cycle 8, at Tikal
in AD 292, The great majority of Long Counts record dates in Cycle 9,
with the last coming in Cycle 10 in AD 909. Maya stelae were erected pri-
marily to commemorate key stages in the Long Count, most often whole
K’atun-endings (such as 8.18.0.0.0 or 9.13.0.0.0), but half- and quarter-
K'’atuns were not uncommon, occurring every 10 and 5 years respectively
(e.g. 8.18.10.0.0 and 9.13.5.0.0).

The opening date on major monuments is called the Initial Series.
This includes the Long Count and its appropriate Calendar Round, but
was further elaborated with various kinds of lunar data and other ritual
cycles (see panel). This served as a base from which the chronology of the
rest of the text was calculated, expressed in Calendar Rounds linked by
precise day counts,*

The correlation question

Converting the Long Count into the Christian calendar was a key
concern of early scholars and to some extent the question remains with
us today. Rather cryptic statements from 16th-century Spanish chroni-
clers, native histories from the Colonial period and remnants of the
ancient calendar still in use in parts of the Guatemalan highlands have
all been compared with astronomical data in the inscriptions and archae-
ological techniques such as radiocarbon dating. The correlation that best
fits these diverse criteria, and is now almost universally accepted, is that
of Goodman-Martinez-Thompson (GMT).5 It is likely that any deviation
from this is only a matter of a few days and, in fact, most specialists
currently use a two-day shift from GMT as standard.® The key to a final
placement undoubtedly lies in celestial records. Unfortunately, these
rarely offer single-day precision (most phenomena taking place over a
number of days and their observation affected by the vagaries of cloud
cover). Notable exceptions are eclipses. A monument at Poco Uinig, in
the Chiapas highlands of Mexico, ties the Long Count 9.17.19.13.16 to a
term known from Postclassic codices to represent a solar eclipse. Just
such an event took place on 16 July 790, falling three days after the origi-
nal GMT, one day after the standard amendment. It is still unclear if this
correlation was one used by all Maya kingdoms or whether there were
deviations across the region. All Christian conversions in this volume
keep to the common GMT+2 and are given in the Julian calendar, the
system in use throughout Europe during the relevant period.
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THE ROYAL
CULTURE OF THE

MAYA

(Opposite) In this ‘roll-out’ photograph
of 2 cylinder vase we see a ruler of

Motul de San José relaxing in his palace
surrounded by courtiers, A wooden
model dwarf holds an obsidian mirror to
his gaze, while musical entertainment is
provided by a group of horn and conch-
shell rumpeters outside.

|Below) This incised bone shows an
accession ceremony. A young lord
seated on a throne holds a simple
headband, while an aged figure lifts

a royal headdress aloft. It is unclear

if the scene is real or mythical. Dallas
Museum of Art.

e s

The Classic Maya developed a complex .and highly-reﬁned royal culture
which was reflected in all areas of their é.lrt, az‘fch1tecturs: and writing,
Rulers combined supreme political authority with a quasi-divine statys
that made them indispensable mediators between the mortal and super-
natural realms. From ancient times they were especially identified with
the youthful Maize God, whose bounty n.f corn underpinned all civiliza.
tion in Mesoamerica. Each stage of life — from birth to death to
resurrection — found its parallel in the cycle of the maize plant and the
myth that served as its metaphor (p. 222). In this way, the interests of the
humble farmer and high king were entwined and basic sustenance set at

the heart of Maya religion.’

The path to sacred power
Royal succession was strongly patrilineal and the rule of queens arose
only when the dynasty might otherwise be extinguished. As far as we can
tell, primogeniture was the norm: eldest sons had preference. Princelings
were termed ch'ok, originally meaning ‘unripe, youth’, but later
extended to the wider sense of ‘prince’. The heir himself was distin-
guished as the baah ch’ok ‘head youth’. Childhood was marked by a
series of initiation rites, one of the more important being a bloodletting
usually performed at the age of five or six (see pp. 60-1). Although blood
was their main claim to legitimacy, candidates still had to prove them-
selves in war. A bout of captive-taking often preceded elevation to office
and the names of such prisoners were sometimes incorporated into the
kings’ name phrase, in the formula ‘Master/Guardian of so-and-so’.?
Kingly investitures were elaborate affairs made up of a series of sepa-
rate acts.’ There was an enthronement, the heir’s seating on a cushion of
jaguar skin, and a crowning, as a white paper headband bearing a jade
image of the ‘Jester God’ (so called because of the leafy three-lobed top to
its head and a patron of royal authority that stretches right back to Olmec
times) was tied to the forehead.* An elaborate headdress of jade and shell
mosaic, trailing green iridescent plumes of the quetzal bird, would
follow. A sceptre carved into an image of the snake-footed deity K'awiil
was taken. The name carried in childhood was now joined by a huun
k’aba’ 'headband name’, usually taken from a predecessor, sometimes a
grandparent (in modern Maya communities children are seen as reborn

grgndparcnts, a single word mam meaning both grandparent and grand-
child) (see panel).

The rites of kingship

From here on, the calendar dictated a lifelong regimen of ritual and per-
formance. The most enduring relics of these rites are the multi-ton stelae
the Maya called lakamtuun or ‘banner stones’. Their engraved texts
dﬁscrll'{c their own erection, the binding of the altar set before it and the
scattering of blood or incense it received. These ceremonies replicated
;.mmcval acts that first set the universe in motion. Carved with the king's
image, often shown standing on a bound captive or iconic location, their
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RoyAL NAMES

The names we associate with
particular Maya kings and queens are
only parts of much longer sequences
of names and titles. Very often they
are based on those of gods and other
supernatural characters, the most
common of which were K awiil, the
reptilian, snake-footed lightning bolt;
Chaak and Yopaat, axe-wielding rain
and storm gods; Itzamnaaj, the aged
supreme deity of the sky; and K'inich,
the cross-eyed sun god (also used as
the honorific title ‘Radiant’). Variants
or aspects of these deities often
appear in verbal forms — as in the
‘god who does such-and-such’ -

usually in conjunction with features

such as Chan ‘sky’ and K'ahk' ‘fire’.
Powerful or prestigious animals are
other common components:
Bahlam/Hix ‘jaguar’, K'uk' ‘quetzal
bird’, Mo’ ‘macaw’, Kaan/Chan
‘snake’, Ahiin ‘crocodile’, Ahk ‘turtle’
and Chitam ‘peccary’ (the native
American boar). The names used in
this volume reflect the varied
histories of their discovery and the
current state of their decipherment,
ranging from full translations, to
nicknames, to those identified only
by letter or number.

inscriptions go on to chronicle the major historical events that have
occurred since the last stone was set up.®

Most ceremonies were conducted in the guise of appropriate deities,
identified by a full costume and usually a mask [almost always depicted
in cutaway form to show the wearer’s face).® Some required specialized
dance rituals, each identified by its own name and paraphernalia (one
involved live snakes).” The accompaniment would consist of singing, the
blowing of trumpets and conch shells and the beating of drums and turtle
carapaces. More privately, rulers and their families sought to enter the
spirit world through vision and trance induced by hallucinogenic drinks
and enemas. They also performed auto-sacrifice, drawing blood from
their tongues and genitalia with the aid of thorns, stingray spines and
blades of the volcanic glass obsidian.®

Every major Maya city included at least one ballcourt. In the game
itself two teams would attempt to keep a large (and very hard) rubber ball
from touching the ground, scoring points by means of floor markers and
wall-mounted rings. Equipment included padding for the knees and
elbows and a wide waist belt or ‘yoke’. Kings might style themselves aj
pitzal ‘ballplayer’, though their real interest lay in the game’s mythic sig-
nificance. The ballcourt of the Underworld was the place of sacrifice
described in the Popol Vuh (the 16th-century creation epic of the K'iche’
Maya) where the Maize God met his death, but from which he was ulti-
mately reborn (see p. 130).”

The royal court, governance and war

Kings held court in palaces set in the heart of their capitals. Painted
vessels show evocative scenes of courtly life, with enthroned lords sur-
rounded by wives and retainers, often receiving the homage of vassals
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Fulfilling their role as “warrior kings’,
Maya rulers evidently took part in hand-
to-hand fighting. In this scene painted on
a cylinder vase from the Nebaj region we
see the capture of an opposing lord
seized by the hair,

VENUS: THE WAR STAR

For Mesoamericans the celestial
patron and harbinger of war was
not Mars but Venus. Known by the
Maya as Chak Ek’ or 'Great Star’,
its motion across the sky was
carefully charted and the subject of
much prognostication. Tables to this
effect can be seen in a Postclassic
book called the Dresden Codex,
where Venus' malevolent effect is
fepresented as darts spearing
unfortunates below, During the
Classic period key points in its
progress were seen as favourable for
warfare and some battles seem to
have been timed to exploit this
Supefnatural advantage. The
appropriate hieroglyph, a still
undeciphered verb known as ‘star
war', shows a star showering the
€arth with liquid (pp. 79, 95, 1086,
108), It usually marks only the most
depisive of actions, the conquest of
cities and the fall of dynasties.

e e e e
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delivering mounds of tribute.!0 Maya Kings
seem to have been polygamous, byt mar.
riage is not a topic much discussed ip the
inscriptions (p. 131). Also in attendance
were musicians and dwarves. The latter
were more than simple jesters, they enjoyed
a high status derived from thejr special
association with caves and entries intq the
Underworld."" Scenes showing the feasting
and entertaining of both visiting lords and
local nobility reflect not so much lejsyre
activities as the operation of government
and diplomacy.

A key responsibility of kingship was to
lead one's forces into battle against rival
kings. Although the timing of attacks was
essentially a tactical decision, there can be
no doubt that auguries were strenuously
examined in search of the most auspicious
moment (see panell. To be taken captive was the greatest disaster to
befall a Maya king. Public humiliation was obligatory and many seem to
have been tortured before their execution by beheading, burning, or being
tied into balls and cast down flights of steps. Occasionally, however, they
appear to have survived their ordeals and even returned to their thrones

1-.’—--

as vassals of the victor.

Journeys to the gods: death and burial

Advanced age was seen as especially prestigious, and long-lived kings
would invariably carry titles stating how many K’atuns they had seen.
Death, when it came, was viewed as the beginning of a journey, a
retracing of the Maize God's descent into the Underworld, where victory
over the gods of decay and disease would lead to rebirth and apotheosis
Ipp. 167, 222). In preparation for this odyssey, dead rulers were laid in
well-built tomb chambers. Stretched out on a wooden bier, the corpse
was dressed in the weighty jade jewelry worn in life, wrapped
in textiles and jaguar pelts and given a heavy dusting of the blood-red
minerals hematite and cinnabar. Accompanying offerings included:
ceramic vessels holding foodstuffs and drinks made from kakaw (cocoa
beans), shells and other marine ‘exotics’, the effigies of gods in clay or
T.vnud; mirrors of polished hematite or pyrites, bark-paper books, musical
nstruments, items of furniture and, occasionally, human sacrifices. In
many cases a steep pyramid would be raised above the tomb, its upper
temple a shrine for the king's veneration as a deified ancestor. These
t311113]!=§ WEIC maintained over successive generations, forming a
‘ll_””t'CthL‘ repository of dynastic power. In later years tombs might be
fitually re-opened, their contents scattered about and the defleshed

bones scorched with fire of removed as relics.'?
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CLASSIC MAyA
PoLiTICS

EmBLEM GLYPHS

The first real window on Classic Maya
politics came in 1958, when Heinrich
Berlin (who also identified personal
names in the inscriptions) discovered
what he called ‘emblem glyphs'.
These hieroglyphs share a common
structure, but have versions that are
unigue to each of the major sites.
Today we understand them as royal
titles composed of three elements:
two constants, k'uhul *holy' and ajaw
‘lord’, and a variable, the name of a
particular kingdom or polity. Over 50
are known from the Central Area
alone (p. 19), while a much smaller
inventory from the Northern Area is
now growing rapidly.

AJAW
‘lord, ruler’

K'UHUL
lhob.l

Polity name

A fundamental question we ask of any ancient civilization is "how was it
organized politically?’ In the case of the Classic Maya we are fortunate in
having both a strong archaeological record and, even more importantly, a
unique collection of contemporary inscriptions. Their decipherment pro-
vides key insights into Maya conceptions of kingship and statehood, of
political rhetoric and authority.

Though the significance of the Preclassic-Classic divide can be over-
stated, the distinction does seem to reflect a transformation from one
social and political order to another. The emerging Classic tradition cer-
tainly drew from existing practice, incorporating ideals of rulership -
even specific forms of regalia - that can be traced back to Olmec times.
But it also had a keen sense of itself as an innovation, as a break from the
past. Authority in the Preclassic Maya lowlands was generally mani-
fested in broad, impersonal terms, with huge architectural programmes
emblazoned with god masks and cosmic symbols.! The Classic, by con-
trast, emphasized the individual. The relationship between kingship and
the cosmos was re-articulated, even reconceived. The monolithic stela,
an ancient form, was now used to fix royal identity and life-history
within a sacred order defined by the calendar. Ceremonial architecture
underwent a similar development, as temple pyramids became mortuary
shrines for the veneration of dead kings. These changes find explicit
mention in the written histories, where Classic dynasties were estab-
lished by named founders, sometimes on specific dates of ‘arrival’.’

Elements of this system took root in various parts of Mesoamerica
between 100 BC and ap 100. In the Maya area they first appear in the
south, at El Baul, Takalik Abaj and Kaminaljuyu, where stelae carved
with royal portraits, dates and historical texts were in place by at least Ap
37. The emergence of the first dynastic kingdoms in the lowland Central
Area can now be traced to around Ap 100 (p. 26).

For the Maya, governance was invested in the rank of ajaw ‘lord,
ruler’. By the end of the 4th century, paramount rulers were distinguish-
ing themselves from a larger lordly class by calling themselves k'uhul
ajaw, ‘holy lord’. Though this was initially confined to the most ancient
and powerful centres in the form we know now as the ‘emblem glyph'’
(see panel), it ultimately spread far and wide.? Another title, kaloomte’
(long known as ‘Batab’) was of special importance and restricted to only
the strongest dynasties during the Classic proper. When prefixed by
ochk'in, ‘west’, as is often the case, it asserts a legitimacy derived from
the great Mexican city of Teotihuacan, whose special role in the Maya
area has still to be fully uncovered.

Ajaw K'uhul Ajaw

Kaloomte’

Ochk'in Kaloomute’
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CHANGING PERSPECTIVES O
MayA POLITICS

Although early scholars speculated
vaguely on a system of ‘citystates, i
was only with the discovery of emblem
glyphs and dynastic history thata
proper study of Classic Maya politics
could begin. Thomas Barthel, working
in the 1960s, noted that an unusual
grouping of four emblems recorded at
Copan in p 731 (Copan itself, Tikal,
Palenque and what we now know tobe
Calakmul) were each associated with @
cardinal direction (p. 203). He took this
to represent a four-way division of
political authority in the Central Area
based on cosmological principles. A
second set of four, recorded at Seibal
118 years later, appeared to show the
replacement of peripheral Copan and
Palenque by centrally placed Seibal
and Motul de San José, suggesting a
contraction of the Maya realm in the
Terminal Classic (p. 227).°

This perspective was expanded by
Joyce Marcus in the 1970s. By noting
which city mentioned the emblem of
another, and which did not, she
reconstructed ranked hierarchies of
sites that made up large 'regional
states'. She went on to propose an
historical development in which a
landscape of small Preclassic

ief oalesced into four or five
;f:f:g:éﬁanﬂ one lesser confederacy)
during the Classic period, before 20
splintering again undenm: pressu s
the approaching collapse. Meanwhile,
Richard Adams examined the relative
size and distribution of Maya sites
across a swathe of the lowlands, coming
to the view that regional-scale ent]tles
could indeed be detected and their :
domains broadly charted (see below).

As a better understanding of the
emblem glyph emerged in the 1980s,
conceptions underwent a sea change.
Now recognized as a pgrsonal title
defining the ‘holy lord’ of a particular
city or area, it could be seen as an
equivalent rank shared by a great many
Maya rulers.® When Peter Mathews
charted emblem glyph distribution
across the region he defined a
landscape divided into 40 or more small,
self-contained statelets (see below).”
Further advances in the decipherment
only served to emphasize the diverse
histories of each and the recurring
warfare between them.

To a number of scholars, most notably
David Freidel and Jeremy Sabloff, this
seemed like a system of ‘peer polities’.
In this kind of environment statelets are
equally matched, relations between
them oscillating rapidly between peace
and war with no enduring patterns or

meaningful hierarchies developingo
To better explain why, scholars
including Arthur Demarest, Stephen
Houston and Norman Hammong
looked to political models developg!
for other cultures, principally in Africg
and Southeast Asia. Here there wera
states which placed ritual performange
at the heart of their existence, echgjng
the great emphasis the Maya placeg
on such themes. Dubbed 'weak stateg’
by some, these units were inherently
unstable, Paramount rulers wielded
ceremonial and religious authority, byt
real political strength lay with a class
of competing magnates. Charismatic
kings could expand the boundaries of
the state for a time, but feeble rulers
risked its very existence, as the
nobility switched their allegiance to
neighbouring kingdoms or established
powerbases of their own.

In the 1990s, however, new
evidence from the texts began to
indicate that some of these petty
kingdoms were consistently ‘more
equal than others'. While falling far
short of organized states, it now
seems clear that a number of the
strongest were capable of establishing
dispersed and rather dynamic
hegemonies — a system which
predominated throughout the Classic
era (pp. 17-21).

Differing conceptions of Classic Maya

political organization:

T —,‘ (Left) A
| 4| Teconstruction
S of regional

| il states
[after Richard
Adams),

¥ __‘_)_/' ;‘P
(_~
{Kight] The
divided 5
];-ll"liihl:ap:: of -
small polities
latter Peter
Mathews), —_
e Y

The dynastic system of the lowlands was initially slow to spread from
the heart of the Central Area known as the Peten. But after a phase of
Teotihuacan intervention, towards the end of the 4th century, the pace
qulickened noticeably. New kingdoms, m any of them established at
Fxlsting Preclassic centres, ultimately filled most of the productive lands
111211;}::51\;1:3-{1]]&;;.;[;}?(_11 was fiercely individual, ad(.}pting iFS owh patron
e _l:stu_ry, many doubtless drawn imm existing Preclas:
e w;‘r?j;’ics ;:Llfohm.s TNCI’L‘ the largust stable units tct emerge over
landscape was ncver[ uﬂ _Claf“-‘ilc and, df:SI*utc continual conflict, the Maya

nified under a single authority.

New perspectives
Ove ars

htr the years scholars have differed both
whether there were just
statelets, and their corres
strong, central

about the size of Maya polities,
a few regional-scale states or many smal
ponding administrations, whether they had

1zed s oante !
sovernments or weak, decentralized ones. As as result
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there has been a choice between two contrasting views of Maya society
(see panel). But the emergence of new information from the inscriptions,
in which the Maya directly describe their political world, allows a re-
assessment of the topic. Our own research — much of it summarized n
this volume - points to a pervasive and enduring system of ‘overkingship’
that shaped almost every facet of the Classic landscape (pp. 20-1)."" Such
a scheme accords closely with wider Mesoamerican practice, while
seeming to reconcile the most compelling features of the two existing
views, namely the overwhelming evidence for multiple small kingdoms
and the great disparities in the size of their capitals.

It has been known for some time that hierarchical relations appear in
the texts, where they are expressed by the use of possession. Thus sajal,
an office held by some of the leading nobility, becomes usajal or ‘the
noble of’ when linking such a lord to his king.'* The same structure can
be seen with the kingly rank of ajaw, which becomes yajaw ‘the lord
of’.'"* While this demonstrated that one king could be subordinated to
another, the small number of examples made them seem, at first,

The standard formula ‘Holy Lord

of x’ predominates in this sample of 44 ephemeral and of limited significance. But another kind of expression
emblems from the Central Area. Rare proves to be equally important, greatly expanding the number of such
exceptions may hint at organizational ; =

distinictions or representarchaic, ties. Here, a normal statement of royal accession is appended by a second
Preclassic, forms. phrase headed ukabjiiy ‘he supervised it’, followed by the name of a
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s This identifies the dominant ‘overking’ to which the locy|
den. Similar practices are CARIIQEME. darong Mesoame.
. and explicitly described for some Maya Of. the Pos’.cclassic (p. 228),
gl ombined with new examples of the yajaw relationship, ang the
When zwing hank of data on diplomacy and warfare, it is possible con.
Ever?an outline anatomy of interaction and political power for the
struc i
Classic Maya Central Area (see Dppoélte!' :

As one would expect, relationships fluctuated over time, but Jopg
Jived patterns are also apparent. It should be emphasized that the Ly,

Vi : is ki i
Ll'llassic is much better represented in this kin of digplay thimitg Early
Classic, for which fewer inscriptions are known and, in any case, poljg.
cal interaction is less discussed. The early influence of Tikg] is
: d under-represented as a result, while we get a “"uf:h better picture of
Thcsmtusaldieg:k:ngs;;sr:]-:::ale Calakmul’s prﬁ-ﬂmi“ence in the 7th century. While these were twin

hen they take office under the iti
:vus;ices of their political masters superpowers, as the chart shows, they were ‘by no means t.he only polities
or‘overkings'. Here a king of Cancuen produce ‘overkings’, and lesser hegemonies developed in every region

is chumwan ti ajawlel or ‘seated
into lordship’ in AD 677. Buta
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T foreign King.
king Was bhehol

supplementary phrase, in:irpduccd Rule of the 'overkings’
by ukabjiiy ‘he supervised it’ S e |
highlighted), provides the name of How did this system w?rk and wha | p p 1&}! bij-'hmd
his sponsor and patron, the mighty it? Talk of states and kingdoms tends to bring borders and territories to
['r'ullcgginm the Great of Calakmul mind, but these were not the primary ways in which Maya polities
. ;

defined themselves. More important was the dynastic seat at their core,
their ceremonial and commercial focus and the hub from which ties radi-
ated to lesser lordships in their periphery. 't

Political expansion, where it occurred, was not an acquisition of terri-
tory per se, but rather an extension of these elite networks. The most
powerful dynasties brought rival ‘holy lords’ under their domination,
with ties often reaching far outside their immediate region. The bonds
between lords and their masters were highly personal and remained in
effect even after the death of one party. But whether cemented by oaths of
loyalty or marital unions they were, in practice, rather tenuous and more
reliant on military threat and the benefits available to subject lords,
Apart from direct gains, war victories would encourage new recruits to
enter the sphere of a successful protector, while inspiring fear and respect
among existing clients. With an intimidating reputation in place, diplo-
matic persuasion could exert influence without the need for fighting.”

Where possible, dominant powers would operate through established
local dynasties, but where these proved resistant, ‘overkings’ were not
ab'?Vﬂ manipulating the local succession to their advantage. The degree
i.I)f influence they exerted undoubtedly varied from case to case, but their
involvement in internal affairs otherwise seems slight. Surprisingly
perhaps, the great ‘overkings' rarely boasted of their possessions in their

0 . . v ‘ .
wn 1n‘scnpt10ns and we largely rely on vassal rulers to describe their
subordinate status. Often st

ich information only emerges when some
subsequent event

at requires explanation or background, such as when
fuhm';f‘““ Was overthrown by force (e.g. pp. 88-90, 218-19). The fact that
ordination could be suppressed on clients’ monuments hints at how
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In many ways the political landscape

of the Classic Maya, with its complex
hierarchical and family linkages, and its
shifting patterns of alliance and warfare,
is better expressed by a schematic view
of state interactions than by any
territorial map (dashed circles represent
polities of uncertain location - for the
sake of clarity, some kingdoms have
been omitted).

many more relationships of this kind remain to be discovered (p. 89).

In common with all documented societies of Mesoamerica we can
take it that an economic dimension was integral to the system —a tlow of
goods and services from lord to overlord that would account, at least in
part, for the great differences in size and wealth between cities. Unfortu-
nately, though scenes of tribute payment are very common on painted
vases (where numbered sacks of cocoa beans, heaped textiles and feathers
serve as iconic currency) carved inscriptions make very little mention of
inter-kingdom arrangements. Indeed, our understanding of Maya eco-
nomics in general, including the highly significant topic of long-distance
trade, is frustratingly poor.

The political landscape of the Classic Maya resembles many in the
Old World - Classical Greece or Renaissance Italy are worthy compar-
isons — where a sophisticated and widely shared culture flourished amid
perpetual division and conflict. Like their closest cousins, the small city-
states that dominate major parts of Mexican history, we see a complex
world criss-crossed by numerous patron—client relationships and family

ties, in which major centres vied with one another in enmities that could
endure for centuries.
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O SIGHT GIVES A BETTER IMPRESSION of the past glories of Maya civi-

lization than the towering rains of Tikal. At its 8th-century peak a
score of red-painted pyramids dominated the heart of a dispersed
metropolis housing as many as 60,000 people. It claimed a dynastic suc-
cession of at least 33 rulers, spanning as long as 800 years. Its political for-
tunes, which, like all Classic kingdoms, oscillated between triumph and
disaster, are central to any understanding of Maya history.

A survivor of the Preclassic collapse, Tikal became a crucible of the
new lowland Classic tradition, with a dynasty in place as early as the 1st
century AD. Towards the end of the 4th century it fell, like many other
parts of Mesoamerica at the time, under the sway of the Mexican super-
power Teotihuacan. If anything, the fused Mexican-Maya dynasty that
resulted only consolidated Tikal’s leading position in the region. But an
erosion of its strength in the 6th century led to its defeat and conquest
and a resulting ‘dark age’ of troubles lasting 130 years. Its fortunes were
restored late in the 7th century and it resumed a key position in the Maya
world until the general unravelling of Classic civilization 150 years later.
Comprehensive excavations, first by the University of Pennsylvania and
later by the Guatemalan Institute of Archaeology (IDAEH) have amassed
incomparable details of Tikal's story.
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| YAXEHBXOOK |
Glyphic spelling Also known 85
YAX-E:B -X0:K? | Yax Moch Xok, Yax |
| I'First Step Shark?) |  Chakte'l Xok
Dynastic title |
| | Founder J
== == = e
| FOUATEDJAGUAR |
| Giyphic speliing Also known as
PBAHLAM Scroll Ahau Jaguar
| ("?-Jaguar') |
__ ANIMALHEADDRESS
| Glyphic spelling Son |
? KINICHE:B-? Sityaj Chan K awiil |
Wifa
| Lady Skull
| SHYAICHANKAWIL) |
Glyphic spelling Father
SHYALCHANIKAWIL] | A | He
CHAMACH A Mg}:::;a S
("Sky-born K awiil Liady Shull
D’Gﬂreai Claw’) Monument
astic title El Ei
| “1th in the fine | ncanto Stela 1

™)
2y

Unen
if;lfhb Jaz Bahlam 4

&

. 53175
c. f
Jaguar Muwaan Jol ;

2 1-359 :

Chak Tok
Ich’aak ]

Jaguar Paw
360-378

Animal
Headdress

Sihyaj Chan
K’awiil I
c. 307

Preclassic Tikal, if not a giant on the scale of El Mirador, was a city of
some significance, and several of its later architectural landmarks have
their origins in this era. The superimposed layers of the most important of
these, the North Acropolis (a cluster of temples that began life as early as
350 Bc, see p. 43) provide an invaluable record of the city’s evolution. A
major expansion of the complex in the 1st century Ap was associated with
Burial 85, an especially rich interment that signals some important social
or political development.’ Tikal inscriptions trace the origin of its Classic
dynasty to a lord called Yax Ehb Xook (‘First Step Shark’).? Unfortunately,
no source pinpoints his rule in time, but estimates drawn from average
reign-lengths now suggest a beginning for the sequence in the late Ist
century AD, making Burial 85 a viable contender for his tomb (see panel).?
Nothing is known of Yax Ehb Xook’s immediate successors and the
first contemporary date, on Stela 29, does not appear until 292. This
monument provides our first sight of a Tikal ajaw - a richly garbed figure
bearing regalia which would remain essentially unchanged for the next .
600 years. In a form that has its origins in Olmec art, his father is shown "
looking down on him from the sky. Headdress designs commonly spell Y
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UNENBAHLAM ’ as 14th. Such a revision adds a century
Giyphic spelling UNEN[BAHLAM] TikaL's COUNT OF KINGS or so to the sequence, placing the rule
BRRRESLIY e s AR With no surviving foundation date for of the founder to around ap 100. This
— Tikal's Classic dynasty, estimates of its has the advantage that it makes for a
KINICH MUWAAN JOL | antiquity can only be drawn from the closer fit to the archaeological record,
Giyphic spefling Dynastic title city's numbered count of kings - its where both architecture and burial
B L D:;_‘: iRt ke ‘successor titles’ —and by calculating  practices begin to show ‘Classic -style
F\;:g:h: Eiawk 23 May 3597 their average length of reign. While a developments at just this time.
Skull’) {S %q{?‘j‘?-gpu : long-standing interpretation has seen This listing of the 11th, 13th and 14th
| 4':;;:“:‘:::: gﬂd silt. | S0n 4 P Chak Tok Ich'aak | as 9th in the line, rulers of Tikal appears on a painted vase
Feather Skull " | Chak Tok Ich'aak | there is good reason now to place him (p. 41).

(Left] personal names and here may well identify him as a Chak Tok Ich’aak,
Th_i_s 51;':)3” one of several recurring royal names at Tikal. The name of the king
ﬁﬁ:;f,ﬂer?: himself falls on a missing section of the rear-face text. A much later
was found in inscription, Stela 31, talks about a mysterious kaloomte’ called Foliated .
B R Jaguar that some have linked to Stela 29.* No date for this reference sur-

vives, but the name is known from some early jade plaques, one

|
I
discovered in distant Costa Rica, and he could well be a major king from |
the Preclassic era, although not necessarily from Tikal. A diminutive
monument found well outside the city, at the peripheral site of El
Encanto, provides our next clue. Most likely dated between 305 and 308,
it carries the name Sihyaj Chan K'awiil I (‘Sky-born K’'awiil’), presum-
ably the same king named as 11th in the Tikal line on a later painted vase |
(see panel).? Both his parents are listed and the fact that his father, Animal |
Headdress, carries the Ehb ‘ladder/step’ component of the founder's
name suggests that he preceded him as ruler.

The 8.14.0.0.0 K’atun-ending of 317 was conducted by one Unen
Bahlam (‘Baby Jaguar’). Originally thought to be a queen, the sex of this
ruler is unclear, but the name describes a deity linked to Olmec maize
symbolism.® A fine jade celt known as the Leiden Plaque, recording the
accession of a king in 320, is often linked to Tikal although a firm con-
nection is lacking. The next attested figure was K'inich Muwaan Jol
[‘Radiant Hawk Skull’), Tikal’s 13th ruler. He is named on Stela 39 as the
father of his successor Chak Tok Ich’aak I and appears alongside him in
an iconic array of ancestral rulers on the later Stela 28.” Another outlying
centre, this time Corozal, contains an important stela describing
Muwaan Jol’s death, which probably took place in 359 %

Tikal Stela 29
carries the earliest
Long Count date in
the Maya lowlands:
8.12.14.13.15 (AD 292).
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CHAK TOK ICH'AAK | CuAK Tok IcH AAK 1
mﬁ"ﬁxn p:;:l:k aijy With a rich collection of references to h.is rule,‘Chak Tok Ich'aak I is
[ Great Misty? 15 January 378 casily the best known of Tikal's early kings. H:s name seems to read
wso nown 25 1 o 15 Mok ‘Great Misty Claw’, though it shows some variety in its spelling, with
m‘:‘gﬁﬁ.‘m Kinich Muwaan Jol | the ich'aak ‘claw’ element sometimes Iel?resentecF by the normal paw
Paw Il Toh Chak Malneraamamwﬂ sign, and at others by a paw-nosed skull. His accession dalte has yet to be
Ds?‘t:;“fﬁe M"Lﬁmm fixed with certainty, although a later statement of his reign-length sug-
é‘.";;ﬂn""’ i mﬁi 1&13:’.:?: gests a placement in 360. A damaged stela found at distant El Temblor
L:E?ﬁ?g? i e might be his inaugural monument, although it might prove to be one of
s his namesakes instead.”

One or possibly two Chak Tok Ich’aak monuments have been recov-
ered at Tikal, deposited as cache offerings in later construction. The
lower section of the fine Stela 39, discovered in the Mundo Perdido
complex, was carved in 376 to commemorate the 8.17.0.0.0 K’'atun-
ending, and shows the king trampling a bound captive.'” His name
appears on a fragment of Stela 26 - found in the North Acropolis’ Temple
34 - but since it has no surviving date it could yet prove to be the work of
a successor. Similar uncertainty arises with several ceramics, including
the elaborately carved lid of an offering vessel (see frontispiece) and a por-
trait figurine [p. 7). However, Chak Tok Ich‘aak I is definitely named on a
lidded vessel incised with mythic scenes excavated from the Central
Acropolis, Tikal’s royal palace.'!

Chak Tok Ich’aak presided over the largest and most progressive of the
new Classic Maya cities. Part of this success was undoubtedly due to
long-distance trade, not only that with the Maya highlands to the south
b_‘-lt with distant Mexico and the powerful city of Teotihuacan. There are
Sipns that imported Mexican architectural styles had already taken root
at T1kal by this time and even hints of intermarriage between the two
ruling elites. But Tikal’s relationship with its western partners was about

to change Idramatically, and the lowland Maya would soon be drawn into
amuch wider Mesoamerican scheme.

Thls lc;)wer fragment of a richly worked
stela shows a captive writhing under the
feet of Chak Tok Ich’aak I Stela 39, ap

a76. THE LosT WORLD precinct of Preclassic Tikal. A large four-
sided pyramid was aligned with an
Lying at the western edge of the city eastemplaﬂufmtomf‘dbyamof

centre, the Mundo Perdido (‘Lost

S three temples, a configuration known as
\ World ). was the largest ceremonial e S e

an "E-Group’, Some were aligned as

The central pyramid of the Mundo Perdido
complex as it would have appeared
c.AD 400.
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TikAL AND TEOTIHUACAN

Tikal enjoyed enduring contacts with
Mexico and the great metropolis of
Teatihuacan, 630 miles (1013 km) to
the west. Trade items such as green-
hued obsidian were being imported
from there as early as the 3rd century
40, and local versions of the stepped
masonry fagade known as talug-
tablero, a distinctly Mexican design,
emerged at Tikal at about the same
time. But towards the end of the 4th
century there was an unprecedented

surge in these foreign styles and
artifacts, with distinctive ceramics -
lidded tripods coated in stucco and
painted with a range of Teotihuacan
motifs — together with overt Mexican
costume and symbolism on a group of

Zapotec capital of Monte Alban and the
highland Maya city of Kaminaljuyu -
part of what Clemency Coggins has
called the ‘Age of Teotihuacan' and a
‘New Order’. Recent breakthroughs in
understanding the glyphic passages at

Tikal that describe these interactions.
in which David Stuart has taken the
lead, offer a unigue window into what
took place here.*?

monuments dated to this period. Tatiana
Proskouriakoff dubbed the episode an
‘arrival of strangers’ and even
countenanced the invasion of a ‘foreign
army’. These developments were
certainly part of a much wider
phenomenon across Mesoamerica at
this time — equally evident at the

This scene from a blackware vessel found
at Tikal appears to show a group of armed
Teotihuacanos arriving in the Maya area.

g

solar observatories and used to chart
solstices and equinoxes, though many
Were not oriented in this way and point
10 a different purpose. The complex was
rebuilt many times and its massive
central pyramid shows the influence

of Mexican styles as ea rly as ap 250.
The Mundo Perdido vied with the North
Acropolis as the focus of Early Classic
Tikal and, between 250 and 378, might
m." have supplanted it as the royal
burial ground. In the 1980s a number
of wealthy, though unidentified, graves

Were found within its three eastern
lemples 12

THE ENTRADA OF AD 378

Few, if any, events had such a transforming effect on the Maya lowlands
as the arrival at Tikal of a lord called Sihyaj K'ahk’ (‘Fire Born’) on 15
January 378. This episode would bring not only Tikal, but a whole swathe
of the Central Area much more directly into the political, cultural and
economic sphere of Teotihuacan, then at the height of its powers.

The journey, or entrada, of Sihyaj K'ahk’ can be traced via the city of El
Per, 49 miles (78 km) due west of Tikal, where he is mentioned eight
days earlier. This suggests a route that brought him from the west along
the San Pedro Martir River, the natural approach from Mexico and Teoti-
huacan. A carved vessel uncovered at Tikal has long been interpreted as a
stylized account of just such a journey, showing a line of armed Mexican
warriors and vase-carrying ‘ambassadors’ travelling from a talud-tablero-
style city towards another identified with an ethnic Maya figure. While
the term ‘arrival’ might seem to have a reassuring neutrality, in this case
it constitutes some kind of political takeover, even military conquest.
For the Maya, like other Mesoamerican cultures, ‘arrival’ was used in
both a literal and metaphorical sense to describe the establishment of
new dynasties, and this was certainly its consequence here. In what
would appear to be an instance of direct cause and effect, Chak Tok
Ich’aak met his death — expressed as ‘entering the water’ — on the very
same day. His demise was also that of his entire lineage, to be replaced by
a completely new male line which seems to have been drawn from the
ruling house of Teotihuacan itself.*

The New Order in the Peten

The radical new broom that now swept Tikal is apparent in a number of

ways. Most of its monuments were destroyed (almost every broken
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YAx MUTAL

The name 'Tikal' is relatively modern
in origin and derives from the Mayan
ti ak'al “at the waterhole’ - ascribed
by hunters and other forest travellers
to one of the city's ancient reservoirs.
During the Classic period the Tikal
kingdom was identified by the tied
‘topknot’ of hair read mutal and the
city itself with yax mutal or ‘First
Mutal’.!s Its precise meaning in these
contexts is still unclear. Evidence for
its survival beyond the Classic might
be seen in the ruined city to the south
of Tikal, known today as Motul de San
José. The same development of Mutal
into Motul might be seen again far to
the north, in Yucatan, where a
monument at Dzilam shows the same
topknot glyph in the name of a captive
and is not too far distant from the old
town of Motul.

An unusual scene from a mural at
Uaxactun shows a black-painted lord in
gesture of greeting or submission to a
warrior in full Mexican attire.

fragment retrieved from construction ﬁlll Pfﬂ'dﬂtes‘ 378 in ‘Nﬂcl-
Others were dispersed from the city to peripheral locations, not just to
El Encanto, Corozal and El Temblor, as we have seen, but to the distant
group where Tikal Stela 36 was found.'® . e

Elsewhere, signs of the Teotihuacan intrusion are clearest at the cities
of La Sufricaya and Uaxactun (see panel below). Recent finds at the
former include a mural with rows of Teotihuacan-style warriors facing a
group of Maya lords, with a nearby painted text that refers directly to the
‘arrival at Tikal’ in 378."7 The same entrada date, this time featuring
Sihyaj K’ahk’s name and titles, appears on Uaxactun Stela 5 and 22, while
a mural uncovered at this site in the 1930s (now destroyed) showed a
local lord in a gesture of greeting or submission to a Mexican-garbed
warrior. There is evidence that Sihyaj K’ahk’ presided over kingly
installations at Tikal itself in 379, Bejucal around 381 and probably Rio
Azul in 393 - suggesting that the New Order had established a firm grip
over the central Peten at this time (see also p. 156)."* The ethnicity of
these clients remains unclear. Uaxactun Stela 5 bears the portrait of an
armed Teotihuacano, not Sihyaj K’ahk” himself but apparently another
‘incomer’ he set in power. The only known image of Sihyaj K’ahk’ comes
on El Peru Stela 15, where he wears the familiar attire of Mexican
militarism.'”

Two texts introduce a second character of importance in the entrada,
known today as Spearthrower Owl. On a looted jade ear ornament he is
named as overlord to the ruler of Maasal (perhaps the site of Naachtun),
while a fine Teotihuacan vessel repeats the relationship, although this
time with an unidentified Maya client. Unlike Sihyaj K'ahk’,
Spearthrower Owl’s name possesses direct ties to Teotihuacan. There we
see numerous anthropomorphic owls armed with shields, darts and
‘}“_-’ wooden spearthrower the Aztecs later called the atlatl, whether
?mmtd S murals or sculpted in stone or clay. This imagery gives every
impression of embodying some military concept, caste or deity, but its
context at Tikal suggests it had some titular function as well. The Tikal

U’AKACTUN: became a Tikal dependency and was
___ TiKAL'S FADED Twiy quickly overshadowed by it in size.

§ome 12 miles (19.5 km) north of Tikal
lies Uaxactun, a city whose precocious
e_arly history suggests that it was
Tikal's equal during the Late Preclassic
and first part of the Early Classic It
boasts an important series of ea-rly
manuments, while €xcavation -
especially in recent Years - has
revealed a grang a

rchitectural layout
with platforms embellished with hugl;

Their political fortunes were closely
tied thereafter. A silent Hiatus period
at Uaxactun matches the one
experienced by Tikal, with monument
erection ceasing after Stela 6 in 557,
returning only with Stela 14 in 702.
Further activity at Uaxactun remained
Sporadic until a decided upturn in the
Terminal Classic, just as Tikal's
Powers were waning, Its final
monument, Stela 12, dated to 889
!10.3.0.0.0}, is among the very last
in the Central Area.
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[Above] This important tripod vessel
was made for a noble who identified
himself as the yajaw or vassal of the
enigmatic Spearthrower Owl, here
ascribed the title kaloomte’.

[Above right) Excavations into a
Mexican-style architectural complex
south of the Mundo Perdido uncovered
this 3-ft (1-m) high stone banner known
today as the Marcador.

Name glyphs for Sihyaj K'ahk’ |left) and
Spearthrower Owl {right).

SIHYAJ K'AHK’

Glyphic spelling Also known as
SIHIYAL)K AHK' Smoking Frog,
[*Fire-born’) K ak' Sih

SPEARTHROWER OWL

Glyphic spelling Accession (nat Tikal
2. KU il

throne)
(other spellings give 4 May 374
|f"”'°1"'“-' (8.16.17.9.0
{ 5?!_-.1rtr-.rr;.a,r;r 11 Ajaw 3 Wayeb)
-h .-:n-_».a: 10 June 439
ati-Cauac, (9.0.3.9.18

Ce .
PEAThrower Shiela

12 Etz’nab 11 Sip)
Son
Yax Nuun Ahiin |

Yax Exs Xook TO CHAK TOK ICH'AAK [ ..’il_

monument of greatest relevance to these

issues, and a pivotal discovery of recent

years, is the splendid Marcador. It was
excavated by Juan Pedro Laporte in

a residential group modelled in

pure talud-tablero style, perhaps a

special compound wused by the
incomers. It represents in stone a
feather-trimmed standard, virtually iden-
tical to one uncovered at Teotihuacan
save for a single item, its lengthy Maya
text.” This tells of its own dedication in
416 by another vassal of Sihyaj K’ahk’ and
supplies a detailed, if still largely cryptic,
account of the entrada of 378. In every other
respect it is a totem dedicated to Spearthrower
Owl. The owl, armed with an atlatl, appears at
the heart of its feathered medallion, while the
lord of this name features prominently in the text
- including, significantly, a description of his
accession to ‘rulership’ in 374.2 Where, we must
ask, did Spearthrower Owl reign? Crucially, later
sources reveal that he fathered the next Tikal king, a character, as
we shall see, depicted in Mexican dress. One damaged text could even
indicate Spearthrower Owl’s marriage to a Tikal lady.

The idea that the ‘rulership’ concerned was that of Teotihuacan
itself is tempting indeed and, if correct, would constitute one of the
first real insights into the government of this mighty but mysterious city.
Sihyaj K’ahk’, the practical agent of the entrada mission, seems
more like a general sent to further Teotihuacan’s ambitions among its
castern neighbours and yet could well be ethnically Maya himself.

One of the more famous examples of
Mexican style at Tikal is this fragment
of Stela 32. It would seem to show a lord
of Teotihuacan wearing the tassclled
headdress and goggle-eves of the

Storm God Tlaloc.

T
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Yax Nuun Ahiin I

Curl Snout
379-4041

Sihyaj Chan K’awiil IT
Stormy Sky
411-456

&= K’an Chitam

'fi ) Kan Boar

458-4861
B
B399 Chak Tok Ich’aak II -
£ Chak Tok Ich'aa i
=2{o)  Jaguar Paw Skull e
c. 486-508 =Hb
]
el sl i IS ul — ik
: SBBRS IN | YAax NUUN AHIN | )
6 i Wit - -
er;::‘;:;;ng IIL;.d',- Kinich - - ’ ' = = . k h l‘t‘h
(Fiest ? Crocodie) | Father Although Sihyaj K'ahk’ was now master of Tikal, he did not take the E
'UZD Tréﬂ*n af: L ss-npeanhrmr owl throne for himself but rather installed a son of Spearthrower Owl. Tradi-
out, Cur . :
N Sihyaj Chan K awiil tionally known as Curl Snout, his name is currently read Yax Nuun
Jie e A e [ S Ahiin (‘First ? Crocodile’).”® The figure of Sihyaj K’ahk’ continued to
' f:a?'%i\f . 35‘_E1324&18 loom large over the new king's reign and he is twice named as his over-
an axking uria £
Death Temple 34 (Burial lord, most likely because Yax Nuun Ahiin was little more than a boy at
[1; f?s}f. :‘24? | 10} | his elevation in September 379.
21K’ 10 Sip) . Yax Nuun Ahiin’s two monuments, Stelae 4 and 18 - both erected for

the 8.18.0.0.0 K‘atun-ending of 396 - make few concessions to their
Maya environment, depicting him in Mexican attire and in an unusual
seated pose. Portraits on his son’s Stela 31 make his affiliations equally
overt, showing him as a fully equipped Teotihuacano, complete with
plated helmet, spearthrower and square shield emblazoned with the
goggle-eyed face of Mexican deities (see p. 35). By contrast, the titles of
his wife suggest that she was a local woman, making theirs a strategic
match designed to forge a new, cultu rally fused bloodline.

| Few other records from Yax Nuun Ahiin’s time survive, but the most ‘
interesting appears on a sculpture called the Hombre de Tikal [‘Man of
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Tikal’), a rather portly, and now headless, seated figure. Its text, etched
across its back like an elaborate tattoo, details events in 403 and 406,
where Yax Nuun Ahiin shares prominence with a lesser lord called K'uk’
Mo’ (‘Quetzal Macaw’). Glyphs carved on each shoulder provide the
name and tajal chaak “Torch Rain God’ epithet of Chak Tok Ich’aak I,
and this shows every sign of being a piece re-used from his reign,
presumably a personal portrait.®*
The chronology surrounding Yax Nuun Ahiin’s death is none
too clear. An accounting of his reign-length on the later Stela 31
might place his burial in 404, though the aforementioned Hombre
de Tikal could indicate that he was still alive in November 406. A sign
that he did not live to see the 8.18.10.0.0 ceremony of May 406 comes
from its association with the otherwise unknown Sihyaj Chan K'inich
[‘Sky-born Sun God’). This character may have presided over an
ﬁﬂ’;’;iﬁ:ﬁlfi‘lgI"f[']‘::]p'rﬁ':’nff:n interregnum before the enthronement of Yax Nuun Ahiin’s son Sihyaj

interesting fusion of Maya form and Chan K'awiil Tin411.
Mexican decoration,

Burial 10

Both of Yax Nuun Ahiin’s stelae were found reset at the foot of
Temple 34, the first pyramid to break the confines of the North Acropolis
proper and intrude onto its fronting terrace. Deep within, in a large

|Opposite] With his face
framed by a jaguar
helmet and string
of shells, Yax
Nuun Ahiin [

— T:‘::r[“ ;‘Li::::" chamber hollowed from bedrock, lay Burial 10, a grave of extraordinary
ke the costume. richness and diversity. The king's corpse was laid on a wooden bier,
Tradi- surrounded by the bodies of no fewer than nine sacrificed youths.
Nuun Offerings included a spectacular assemblage of pottery vessels,
ued to many decorated with Mexican deities and motifs. There
5 OVer- was also a ceramic effigy of an old trident-eyed god, who
boy at sits on a stool of bound human longbones. In one corner .
lay five turtle carapaces of increasing size, three still arranged
ted for on a rack in the form of an ancient marimba (a percussion
5 thew instrument much like a xylophone). A small jade ornament
nusual carved into the head of a curl-snouted crocodile provides a
.qually further link with Yax Nuun Ahiin, as does the offering of
e with a headless crocodile laid next to the body.*
th the
jtles ot
rategt
(Left) This ceramic censer of
an aged deity is one of the more
& mos! characteristically Maya objects
Man of found in Burial 10,
\a &
& & #. ""\\;
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SIHYAJ CHAN K'AWIIL 11
10 Ajaw 13 Muwan)

Giyphic speiling
SIH{Y)ALCHAN Wife
KAWL Lady Ahiin
("Sky-born K'awiil') Father
Also known as Yax Nuun Ahiin |
Stormy Sky, Manikin | Mother
Cleft Sky Lady K'inich
Dynastic title Son
16th in the line K'an Chitam
Accession Monuments
26 November 411 Stelae 1,287 & 31
(8.1B.15.11.0 | Burial
3 Ajaw 13 Sak) Temple 33 (Burial
| Death 48)
3 February 456
(9.1.0.8.0

(Above) This engaging ‘full-figure’
hieroglyph appears in the headdress

of Sihyaj Chan K’awiil I on Stela 31,
It shows K'awiil, a personified bolt of
lightning, emerging from a split in the
sky - spelling the king's name ‘Sky-Born
K'awiil’

[Rrghﬂ This tripod vessel, incised with 3
\-Jw'ld mythological scene, refers to S '
(_hanl{'uwnibyhlsmlu‘lmhm :
of Yax Ehb Xook’ Significantly h
here named as some kind of ove
1ts owner, the ruler of Ucar

StyAj CHAN K'Awmpllt e
Fér more than thirty years, Tikal’s New Order had presented itself in the
distinctive trappings of Teotihuacan imP“”"l"S"'""_But with ic accesaion
of Sihyaj Chan K‘awiil Il or ‘Sky-born Kawiil’ in 411 this was set to
change, as the regime sought to absorb these traits ‘ar‘1d rt_t-ln'{cnt itself as
a flagbearer of continuity and tradition.”® The transition is evident on the
distinctly Maya-style Stela 1, where his symbolic reg:‘]h:f may serve to
chart his matrilineal ancestry. Stela 28, a likely commission, provides a
similar listing, this time kings from the line of Chak Tok Ich’aak. This
strategy of assimilation finds no better expression than Stela 31, a truly
dexterous piece of political footwork.

Stela 31's front face shows Sihyaj Chan K’'awiil II swathed in the
riotous ornament of Maya kingship. It is consciously archaic in style and
largely a copy of Stela 29 from 150 years earlier. His complex headgear
carries the crest of Yax Ehb Xook, making his claims of dynastic revival
explicit (on two vase texts he lists himself as 16th in his line).” In his
right hand he holds aloft a headdress which, though Maya in form, bears a
tiny medallion with the Teotihuacan emblem of owl, shield and spears,
making it some kind of composite crown linked with his grandfather. His
father Yax Nuun Ahiin is shown three times on the monu-
ment. Above the king he floats as an ancestral sun god, a
purely Maya form; while on each stela side he wears the con-
trasting uniform of a Teotihuacano warrior. In sum, Stela 31
proclaims the rebirth of orthodox kingship, neither sullied
nor diluted by its foreign blood, but reinvigorated.

The stela’s rear-face text, which is of extraordinary length
for this period, sets out Tikal's history leading up to the
entrada, passing through the establishment of the new
dynasty and on to Sihyaj Chan K’awiil’s own reign. Special
mention is made of the 4th-century ruler Unen Bahlam, whose
name the king wears as a belt ornament in his portrait -

pe_:rhaps because he claims descent from this character through
his mother’s line.”® His ow
reference only to his
Bak’tun (9.0.0.0.0

N part is surprisingly small, with
115 accession, the completion of the 9th
In 435, and the stela’s dedication in 445.

hyaj
the line
C 18
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We see here the front and
sides of Stela 31, showing
Sihyai Chan K'awiil
flanked by two portraits of
his father Yax Nuun Ahiin
dressed as a Teotithuacan
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¢ One of the last legible events is the death of his grandfather Spearthrower

_ SPREAD OF THE 3 : :

v T e Owl in 439, by then a grand old man. This was of enough importance to be

l noted at El Zapote, one of Tikal’s important early clients (on Stela 5).%¢

¢ While Maya kingdoms traced their The full extent of Tikal’s domain at this time is difficult to gauge. Its

i m:‘p‘:ﬁns ba;b;:?nmmem great size and cultural energy have been seen to denote some kind of

h foundations of ruling dynasties were ‘leadership’ of the lowland Early Classic, and we cannot doubt its pre-

h given dates in the here and now. eminent place in the New Order scheme. The limited number of early

h By charting these we can see that inscriptions outside the Tikal-Uaxactun area hampers the search for

B Wd)‘ﬂﬂsﬂcuﬂdmmwasiﬂiﬁalh‘ d 3 : -d' b Slh i Ch K’ 1 dd -

3 slow 1o spread from the central irect evidence, but Sihyaj Chan K'awiil did exercise power at least as far
Peten, but gained considerable as Ucanal, 32 miles (51 km) to the southeast, since a carved vessel from

impetus after the Mexican entrada
of 378. A spurt of new foundations
include those of Palenque, Copan
and Quirigua (and the earliest date
at Seibal) during Sihyaj Chan K’ awiil
Il's reign alone. These sites share
either inscriptional or stylistic links
with Teatihuacan or Tikal and seem

there places him as some form of overlord to its king.*

The painted tomb

Sihyaj Chan K’awiil’s death seems to have occurred in February 456. His
grave has long been identified as Burial 48, found on the key central axis
of the North Acropolis beneath Temple 33.! It shows certain continu-
ities with Burial 10, being the only other royal tomb at Tikal to possess

to reflect a specific movement to L ) -
exploit underdeveloped regions human lsacnlﬁces (just two this time), though the Mexican influence in
under their patronage. its offerings is much reduced. Rarely for Tikal, the chamber was painted

predominantly with a series of glyph-like symbols that define it as lying
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TempLE 33:
Tue KING'S MEMORIAL

Sihyaj Chan K'awiil's rock-cut tomb,
Burial 48, was capped by a mortuary
shrine, Temple 33. Its first incamnation
in a 200-year history featured a broad
basal platform with large stucco
masks flanking either side of its
stairway. Still within the Early Classic,
a new superstructure and a fresh set
of masks and panels were added (A).
This second version was overbuilt by
a third during the Hiatus period (pp.
40-43) (B), which involved tearing out
the old staircase and setting the royal
but unidentified Burial 23. At the
same time, Sihyaj Chan K’awiil's Stela
31 was brought up to the former
sanctuary and ceremonially
entombed within it. Construction of
the new pyramid was still underway
when the death of another high-
ranking person necessitated a
new entry into its rubble core and
the dedication of Burial 24.
Temple 33 now rose
uninterrupted to its final

height of 108 ft (33 m) (see

p. 43).%

(Right) Cutaway drawing of
Temple 33 showing its
carliest phases encased in 3
massive Tth-century
pyramid

|Far right) One of two large
basal masks from the
first Temple 33
discovered behind
a later
remodelling,

Stela 31 =

Executed in a
cursive, even
hurried hand,
Burial 48 was
chot.‘ll‘fd with
extensive painting.
Here excavator
Aubrey Tnk
examines the
Long Count

date 9.1.1.10.10
(aD 457) recorded
on its back wall.

in the flowery ether of divine space. Its north wall includes a Long Count
date from March 457, the tomb’s completion over a year, it seems,
after his death. There may be some connection between this extended
interval and the condition of the body, which was tightly bundled
but missing its head and, it seems, its hands too. Whether this

points to a violent death, or to some poorly understood ritual
purpose, is hard to determine.

The king's original mortuary shrine, the first Temple 33,
was soon remodelled and its stucco decoration replaced by a
new programme of masks and panels. This second structure
stood for perhaps two centuries before its burial beneath
third and final version in the Late Classic [see panel|. As part
of this project Stela 31 was dragged up to the former
sanctuary, set almost directly above the deeply buried
tomb and, accompanied by much burning and smashing
of pots, sealed within the new pyramid.
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headdress). ap 468

Glyphic speliing
CHAK-TOK-ICH A:K
("Great Misty?
Claw’)

Also known as
Jaguar Paw I,
Jaguar Paw Skyll

Death
24 July 508

9.3.13.125
13 Chikchan 13 Xul)

~ KANCHITAM
| GJ;'phrC speliing Wife .
| [KANJCHITAM? Lady Tautz Nik
(‘Precious /Yellow Father
Peccary') Sihyaj Chan
Also known as Kawiil ll
Kan Boar, K'an Ak Maother
Birth Lady Ahiin
26 November 4157 Son
(8.18.19.12.1 Chak Tok ichaak Il
B Imix 14 Sak) Monuments
Accession Stelae 27,9,13 &
8 August 458 40
(9.1.2.17.17

Stela 40 shows a lavishly attired K'an
Chitam (note the name glyph in his

Father

K'an Chitam
Mather

Lady Tzutz Nik
Son

Wak Chan K awiil
Daughter

Lady of Tikal?
Monuments

Stelae 3, 7,15 & 27

1 AAK 7
Yax Nuun Aann I 1o CHAK Tok ICH'AAK I 37

K’AN CHITAM st Sl T
on Kan Chitam

The Tikal title next passed to Sihyaj Chan K'awiil’s sc
(‘Precious/Yellow Peccary’) in 458. Until recently very little was known
of him, but in 1996 a Spanish conservation project working at the base ‘.’f
Temple 29 - a west-facing pyramid on the terrace of the North Acrupinljs
- unearthed an exceptional monument from his reign.* Dating to 468,
Stela 40 closely follows the canon of Stelae 29 and 31, showing K'an
Chitam holding aloft a headdress, though this time it is a plated,
Teotihuacan-style helmet. The sides of the stone carry fine portraits of
his father and mother, while its rear-face is covered by another long text.
Though damaged, a reference to his birth might be reconstructed as 415,
followed by an accession (apparently to some junior rank] in 434.
It includes a very brief, but useful, accounting of his father’s reign, before
describing his own accession in August 458.

On other monuments he was prepared to innovate. The ‘staff stelae’,
small in stature and brief in text, portray the king impersonating fire
deities, each equipped with a ceremonial ‘fire-drill’ and jaguar-mask
studded cape They begin with his Stela 9 from the 9.2.0.0.0 K'atun-
ending of 475 and the undated Stela 13. These monuments were the
earliest found in their original positions in Tikal’s Great Plaza. K'an
Chitam’s texts make no mention of external affairs, but if he was still in
power in August 486 he would have presided over Tikal’s attack on the city
of Maasal. Known from a later source, this is one of the first wars to be
described in a Maya inscription.

CHAK Tok IcH’AAK II

K’an Chitam was succeeded by his son, Chak Tok Ich’aak II. His earliest
mention is in October 486, the occasion of his ‘first sacrifice’ (usually a
childhood rite of passage), and he was certainly in power by the time he
erected Stela 3 in 488. Seven years later he marked the 9.3.0.0.0 ending of
495 with a flurry of three monuments, though their brief texts add
nothing in the way of biographical detail. All are firmly in the ‘staff
stelae’ style, though distinguished from his father’s by the greater elabo-
ration of their fire-drills. Two are notable for mentioning Tzik’in Bahlam
of Naranjo as his maternal grandfather - clearly a key dynastic link for
him (p. 70).** Compounding his ties to this eastern city he is shown as an
‘ancestral’ figure on Naranjo Stela 43.3 The last two references to Chak
Tok Ich’aak also come from outside Tikal. The city of Tonina records his
death in July 508, while just 13 days later one of his vassals was captured
by Yaxchilan (p. 120).%” This surprising turn of events - Yaxchilan was a
real minnow at the time - paints a picture of Tikal's vulnerability at this
key juncture, perhaps part of a much wider military and political -“-[b’wl-(
ignited by emerging rivals, Certainly the next half-century, sun‘wtu:n =
called Tikal’s Middle Classic, is an era of dynastic dlSttha]‘lC’C and it L"
some 30 years before Chak Tok Ich’aak’s son took his inhertta;'ncu k.
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Stela 10 carries a portrait of the 19th | :-:n!u
Tikal king, Kaloomte' Bahlam, probably e
dedicated in the year ap 527. i =
_ LADYOFTIKAL THE TROUBLED ‘MIDDLE CLASSIC’: AD 508-562
Glyphic spelling 8 Ak'bal 11 Mol) ——— —_— p— e
. e kf;ﬁ;ﬂfsu Although its record is beset both by poor preservation and deliberate
Also known 9.3.16.8. . stte B . ’ e P -
! ':Jm?n nl‘?:kal In K'lan 1?Pop) Qamagt, . h{.t‘tu undcrsta:jdln;, of Tikal’s murky ‘Middle Classic penﬂd
Bi;';em cann | e e 1s now emerging. The era is epitomized by Stela 23, which had been re-
eml i %
e telae 6,12823 | crcctcd, broken and incomplete, in a residential compound some
S R = = == distance from the Great Plaza. It bears the defaced portrait of a woman
__ KALOOMTE' BAHLAM d”hh“q the Lady of Tikal, its rear text recording her birth in 504 and
G’a‘f’:&i.‘!‘?é’-’{g m:;::.c title elevation to the rank of ajaw in 511, a queen at just six years of age.
-y nthe i n - .
it Monuments Almost certainly a daughter of Chak Tok Ich’aak I, her once shadowy
a iap o
iy s Stelae 10,12 & 25 :]IT prnvcs.lo have been both substantial and politically complex.
e fu:t ‘;‘.'ﬁh using a different regnal name, she is presumably the same
o PG __—‘ Enza fL r:tmmm:d - t_h'“' fragmentary Stela 6, where she celebrated the
Grmf:‘gsﬂenmg M;:r:;:;m e of the 4th K'atun (9.4.0.0.0) in 514, and again on Stela 12 from 527.
| She seems . )
M:ﬂ::ﬂlﬂi Ete| art U—:“; ever to have ruled in her own right and was instead
— I o) partnered by one or more male co-rulers.38
On Stela 12 the Lady

of Tikal is linked with the ‘19th in the line’, alord
| art, Kaloomte' Bahlam (the
place in the sequence). While
key year-ending rituals, the st

named, in p
queen does not seem to have 4

the text describes her performance of the g
cla itself was dedicated in his honour and
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Givphic spelling Accession

WAK-CHAN K"AWI:L 29 December 5377
YAX-E:B- (9.5.3.9.15
XO:K7[K'INICH 12 Men 18 K'ank'in)

| AJAW]wa Father

| Also known as Chak Tok Ich'aak Il
Double Bird Mother

Dynastic title Lady Hand
21st in the line Monument
Steia 17

This painted plate, a Teotihuacan-style
owl emblazoned at its heart, makes a
dynastic point for Wak Chan K'awiil.
He uses it to connect his celebration

of the K'atun-ending 9.6.0.0.0 in 554

to his father Chak Tok Ich'aak II's
commemoration of 9.3.0.0.0 in 495.

[ WAKCHAN K'AWIIL —‘

LADY OF TiKAL TO WAK CHAN K'awnr 39

carries his portrait. Stela 12’s twin is Stela 10. Badly damaged, it carnes a
particularly difficult text. It includes a royal accession, presumably
Kaloomte’ Bahlam’s own, but otherwise deals with ecarly events in his
career. In 486 he was involved in the ‘axing’ of Maasal and the capture of
the prisoner shown on Stela 10’s front face. We might infer from this that
he had long experience as a Tikal general before his elevation to consort
or guardian of the young queen.*

The name of the Lady of Tikal appears again on the equally perplexing
Stela 8, the only monument of a lord known as Bird Claw, who carries
high-ranking names but no Tikal emblem. A ‘staff stela’ in the style of
Chak Tok Ich’aak II, neither its date nor this lord’s relationship to the
Lady of Tikal can be firmly deciphered. The 20th Tikal ruler, for which
Bird Claw is a candidate, ruled at some point between 527 and 537, but is
otherwise unknown. Architecturally, we know that there were major
developments during the Middle Classic era, with the building of the large
East Acropolis platform and new plaza floorings throughout the central
zone. The first twin-pyramid complex, a special arena for K'atun-ending
ceremonies, was also added in the East Plaza at this time (see p. 51).%

The undoing of Tikal

Long known as Double Bird, Tikal’s 21st ruler was Wak Chan K’awiil. We

know that he was a son of Chak Tok Ich’aak II, probably born in January

508. His only surviving monument, Stela 17, was commissioned
in 557 to celebrate the K'atun- ({20-year-) anniversary of an event in

537. Though badly damaged, the context suggests that this marked

the king's ‘arrival’ at yax mutal, Tikal itself. No ordinary accession,

this may well be the return of a one-time exile, only enhancing

the general picture of intrigue and irregularity in the 6th-century

succession.*! His use of the founder’s name, which he seems to have
adopted at this point, is probably significant in this regard.

Despite its internal machinatons, Tikal remained a major force.
Wak Chan K'awiil sponsored the accession of Yajaw Te’ K'inich 11, ruler
of distant Caracol in 553 (pp. 88-9). But by this time a notably closer
kingdom, Naranjo, had come under the sway of the Snake kingdom
closely associated with Calakmul, and a serious challenge to Tikal’s power
was taking shape. Caracol Altar 21 chronicles the rapid decline in Tikal for-
tunes, beginning with the collapse of its patronage over Caracol just three
years later — apparent when Wak Chan K’awiil ‘axed’ its former client in
556. His own undoing was only six years away. Tikal was overrun in a
‘star war’ attack in 562, a date coinciding with a stationary node in the
motion of Venus (p. 16).* The name of its perpetrator is badly damaged,
but surviving details make the Snake kingdom the prime suspect (pp.
89-90, 104). Tikal's mastery of the Peten was at an end and the city
plunged into a long ‘dark age’. Subsequent sections of Altar 21 could deal
with the ritual killing of Wak Chan K'awiil, who is not heard of again.
Stela 17 itself met an unfortunate end: broken at its base and erased in
part, it was found dumped by the side of one of the city’s main causeways,
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Animal Skull

>593>

23rd and 24th

Rulers
5@ ﬁn Nuun
" 7 Ujol Chaak

Shield Skull

>657-679>

This fine painted plate, simil_ar to two : js'ﬂfﬁf
found in his tomb, shows Animal Skull o
holding a K'awiil-topped staff. rik
potpried
-
For the next 130 years not a single dated monument - or even a potential
fragment of one — has been identified at Tikal and this long silence has
come to be known as its Hiatus period Ap 562-692. The phenomenon has
been linked to the fall of Teotihuacan (which took place at this time) and
even to the idea of a ‘little collapse’ across the Maya area.* But today ¢
WE can point more specifically to Tikal’s military humbling and the
corresponding rise of a rival power in the Peten: Calakmul. At the same
time, a better understanding of the Hiatus itself shows that far from
being a moribund or uniform era, it was one full of incident and change. ¢
ANIMAL SKULL
= “_?3]( Chan K'awiil was succeeded by Animal Skull, the 22nd rulerof §
__ ANIMAL SKuLL leal, dtsome unknown point after 562. Despite outward signs of conti-
G’.’i‘-"'{j.‘:ﬁ.’ﬁ{i‘ﬁ, ' F‘*r’l“r:'::m“ ’.‘”_“}fa there is good reason to doubt that the new ruler was from the
mls::i':::;:; Mf;:”H_ . ::;f_tmg royal Patlrilinc‘ With no surviving monuments, our knowledge
| ;J::Ifl'l:lllHE;a:iI#nurnal b 50 lrm mostly ”-‘11'35 on the bountiful collection of painted ceramics frme :
Dynastic titie ! E?i:::ple 32 (Burial I m‘ml-r;ign- H-Erc.hls p.Edigrt:cs give special ::mphasis to his high-r;—lmlklﬂg
| 22inthetne | 195) S S A8 T oy (literally ‘lady lord’) of Bahlam (‘Jaguar’), but minimal
: ention to his father, who js named only once and without title
'
!
R &
S/ /
e
oo NG 8
550 xan Al —— 3 S
550 590 0
600 61 “



(Above) A painter from the court of
Animal Skull created this vase with
a list of early Tikal kings, decorated,
appropriately enough, with the royal
mat pattern rendered in regal red.

(Below) One of four effigies of the god
K'awiil retrieved from Burial 195, Their
stucco surfaces are original, surviving
the complete decay of the wood they
once coated.

640
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Clearly, Animal Skull’s matrilineal background was his major claim to
legitimacy.* It may be significant that it was one of Animal Skull's
painters that produced the vase listing early Tikal kings - the line
directly preceding the Mexican arrivals — perhaps a sign that he sought to
ally himself with the city's ancien régime (p. 27|.

There is a recurring link between conquests of the ‘star war’ variety
and lengthy silences. While internal disarray may account for short
periods of inactivity, longer spans are better attributed to foreign
subjugation, to the rule of usurper dynasties or to later struggles between
such interlopers and resurgent local lines. Animal Skull’s exact role in
these difficult times is uncertain. He may have ruled as a puppet of the
city’s conquerors, or, conversely, he might represent the first faltering
steps towards renewed Tikal independence. His distinctive name
sequence appears at the city of Altar de Sacrificios, in the Pasion region,
probably as the father of the local ruler reigning in 628.%

Burial in the North Acropolis
Although not one of the richest graves at Tikal in terms of jade or other
precious goods, Animal Skull’s Burial 195, embedded within Temple 32
of the North Acropolis, is certainly one of the most fascinating
Fortunately for us, the tomb was flooded soon after its dedication and a
thick layer of mud deposited throughout the chamber. Painstaking
excavation revealed hollow cavities, all that remained of decayed
wooden grave goods. Filled with plaster of Paris, many could be
recovered in whole or in part, providing a unigue glimpse of the
perishable riches that once accompanied the dead. Among the more
important were four large panels (perhaps a dismantled box) onto which
the body had been laid. Each was carved with a central scene showing the
king holding a double-headed serpent bar, flanked on either side by
glyphic cartouches. Retrieved in the same way were four stucco-painted
models of K'awiil, a small throne once decorated with glyphs, and the
remains of a 'yoke’, the protective belt used in the ballgame (found close
to what could be a perished rubber ball). The body itself had been
generously wrapped in layers of cloth saturated with a red pigment.*
The wooden boards feature a damaged but legible date of 9.8.0.0.0 or
593, and go on to provide Animal Skull’s name, titles and Tikal emblem,
as well as his status as a 3 K’atun Ajaw |i.e. aged between 39 and 59
years). Though obscured beneath a later repainting, the same date was
written on one of two large plates in the tomb. The date of his interment
is unknown.

650 660 670 680 690
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Tue TIKAL EARTHWORKS

In 1966 archaeologists mapping
Tikal's northem outskirts came upon
a substantial ditch and embankment
2.8 miles (4.6 km) from the centre of
the site, Cut into the bedrock, in
places it was 10 ft (3 m) deep and
11 ft (3.5 m) wide, with the resulting
spoil heaped onto its southem side to
form a rampart. Running from east
to west across undulating terrain,
and crossed at five or six points at
causeways, it was tracked for 6 miles
(9.5 km). At either end the line seemed
to join the major bajos or seasonal
swamps that flank Tikal. The discovery
of a small section 5.6 miles (9 km) to
the southeast of the city suggested that
two earthworks enclosed not only the
urban core but a great swathe of rural
hinterland.

It was not until 2003 that a team
led by David Webster retumned to re-
examine this feature. The results were
surprising. First of all, the system
proved to be much bigger than originally
thought — it did not terminate at the
flanking swamps but ran along the city's
west and east sides for a total length of
15.3 miles (24.6 km). The investment
of time and labour was truly vast - the
excavated material would build 13
pyramids the size of Tikal Temple 1.
But the real surprise lay in its
Incompleteness. There are many gaps
where the works disappear aftogether,
and none at all were found in the south,
Evidently, this grand project was

unfinished, a testament to

changing fortunes or the death of its

been a significant obstacle for

invaders — but its date of con
remains unclear <" Struction
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Ty REIGNS OF THE 23RD AND 24TH RULERS |

. nal Skull’s reverential entombment and grand memorial pyramiq
‘“?"“" ; rderly succession, presumably by a member of his own
polnt m;:wzver we know next to nothing about the next two kings at
:?:Zig:)‘h Agures ,;,hg ruled in the deepest shadows of the Tikal Hiatus,
The best candidate would appear to be a namesake of the 4th-century
king K'inich Muwaan Jol.** A fragment of text f_rom a broken‘ pot might
identify him as the father of Tikal’s 25th king, Nuun Ujol Chaak,
although the name is incomplete.* A rather better e_xamp[e appears at
Dos Pilas, complete with a Tikal emblem, where he is described as the
father of its king Bajlaj Chan K’awiil. This small centre in the Petexbatup
region has key data to contribute. Not only does it have records for the
period when Tikal is completely silent but, as is increasingly clear, it also
plays a major role in the forthcoming drama (pp. 56-7).

A N e e e e e e

NuuN UjoL CHAAK

Once an obscure figure, known only from a few short mentions at Tikal,

we now recognize Nuun Ujol Chaak as a major ruler during some of his
kingdom’s most star-crossed years. If he erected any of his own monu-

ments they did not survive the traumas of the Hiatus, so we rely on
references to his career inscribed elsewhere. He faced serious challenges

on at least two fronts. The first, predictably enough, came from the Snake g
kingdom - now firmly established at Calakmul and, under Yuknoom the -
Great, close to the peak of its powers. While Nuun Ujol Chaak led a mili- e
tary revival at Tikal, his northern rivals always seem to have had the
upper hand. The second came from a more surprising quarter - a fellow
holder of the mutal title called Bajlaj Chan K’awiil, most likely his '
brother or half-brother. Their bitter opposition certainly has the flavour
of a fraternal conflict — close relatives battling for a single kingship -
‘ e about the legitimacy of either claim.
dntr::lvinh?u]s; (‘:'ril:ilak*s im major setback occurred in 657, the earliest
‘Star war’ attack m:]“[‘;gﬁn Yuknoom the Great seized Tikal in annt_her
he seems to haw:I:;p- ~9). Although Nuun Ujol Chaak fled the city,

; Ome to terms soon after. This can be inferred from
his presence at 3 childhood cere Gl PR I
the heir to the Calakmu] Ctﬂ-mtm!_f o0 Yuknaa, Yich etk SRR

ul throne, which took place sometime between

657 and 662 50 His Cal
‘ akmul- ad/as i W _
there, but any peace b mul-sponsored rival Bajlaj Chan K’awiil was also

Ctwe " Z
Chaak felt ng inhibition en them was not to last. By 672 Nuun Ujol

seat. Just two years later the decisive
es - L
took place, ag Bajlaj Chan K’awiil finally bested
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enlargement, with new temples break with the old pattern and
5 NECROPOLBORKINGS b s ohder cres e Russion thereafter royal burials were dispersed
At the very heart of the city lies the dolls. After ap 400 it expanded from the  across the city. By the 9th century, the

it North Acropolis, one of the most confines of its original Northern Platform  complex held a complement of 43

t complex and enduring edifices of to add a row of tall pyramids to its stelae and 30 altars, of which 18 were

i Maya civilization. Beginning life in the terrace, progressively obscuring the carved with royal portraits and

preclassic, ¢. 350 c, it developed into  early complex from view. Jasaw Chan historical texts. Receiving burials even

y a necropolis for Tikal's Classic dynasty.  K'awiil's entombment in Temple 1 in Postclassic times, the North

1 Each successive kingly interment (c. ap 734), on the east side of the Acropolis was a scene of mortuary

5 sparked further modification and fronting Great Plaza, marked a final activity for at least 1,300 years.

T

[

n Nuun Ujol Chaak in battle — most likely in concert with his Calakmul

e patrons.

) The ultimate fate of Nuun Ujol Chaak remains uncertain. While
Tikal's defeat is marked by the grisly description ‘heads were piled up,
blood was pooled’, there is no direct reference to his death or capture.®

B The principal prize of Bajlaj Chan K’awiil was another Tikal lord called

- Nuun Bahlam, who is shown trampled underfoot on Dos Pilas Stela 9,

1, Burial 23, the tomb which gave rise to the third version of the North

s Acropolis’ Temple 33, has long heen thought a good candidate for Nuun

1- Northern Platform Ujol Chaak’s final resting-place, though the unexplored Temple 35 is

n another contender.>®

S Tempie 34 |!‘

e ——

Temple 35 \ ‘-"—r '.
€ B -

Temple 2

Great Plaza G;]?Iltplaf[a —
Our

Excavated by the University of
Pennsylvania from 1957 1o 1969, first
under the direction of Edwin Shook and
then William Coe, the North Acropolis
and Great Plaza are among the most
intensively studied of all Maya [
architecture. |
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Giyphic speliing | Wife
|a-sawa CHAN-na- Lady Lachan Unen
KAWI:Lla Mo’
(K awiil that
Clears? the Sky') |  Yik'in Chan K il
| Also known as | Monuments
| Ruler A, Ah Cacao, Stelae 16 & 30;
Sky Rain Altars 5 & 14;
| Accession Temple 1 Lintels 2
3 May 682 & 3; stucco facade
(9.12.9.17.16 from Structure 50-
5 Kib 14 Sotr) 57
Father Burial
Nuun Ujol Chaak Temple 1 (Burial
Mother 116)
| Lady laguar Seat

670

-

Jasaw Chan K’awiil I
Ruler A
682-734

Erected in the northern enclosure of his
second twin-pyramid complex, Group N,
in AD 711, Stela 16 shows a richly attired
Jasaw Chan K’awiil at the height of his
powers (the ', it will be recalled, always
represents a hard ‘h’ sound),

Jasaw Coan Kawin L

However serious the defeat of §79 might have been, it did not lead to the
overthrow of Nuun Ujol Chaak’s lineage and three years later he was suc-
ceeded by a son, Jasaw Chan K’awiil I. Under his direction Tikal was to
experience a spectacular reversal in its fortunes and a resurgence that
would restore much of its Early Classic glory. This is not simply the view
of modern scholarship, but an image Jasaw Chan K’awiil clearly envis-

aged for himself, linking his reign to the heyday of Tikal’s past and era of
its closest contacts with central Mexico,

The defeat of Calakmu]

710

720 730 [hs




Jasaw Chan K'awiil is here shown
enthroned on a great palanquin or
ceremonial litter, dwarfed by a
monumental effigy of a supernatural
1aguar. The occasion is a celebration of
the recent v ictory over Calakmul, timed
to coincide with the 13 K’atun
anniversary of Spearthrower Owl’s
death. The key portion of the text
{detail] describes the ‘downing’ of the
4rms and insignia of Yich’aak K*ahk’
¥ing of Calakmul in ap 695 :
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Prominent mention is made of the capture of yajaw maan, one of
Calakmul’s leading patron deities. Maya armies, like their cousins across
Mesoamerica, carried effigies of their gods into battle, pitting rival deities
against one another in much the same way as they did mortal men. The
lintel scene shows a victorious Jasaw Chan K’awiil enthroned on a
processional litter, dwarfed by the towering jaguar effigy at his back. The
event was a commemorative ‘triumph’ (in its original Roman sense| that
took place a month after the conflict. The king let blood and ‘conjured a
god’ as part of a pageant, a colourful affair in which the story of the battle,
both its historical and mythic aspects, was evidently performed. Masked
pageants in highland Guatemala today retell the story of the Spanish
Congquest in much the same way.™

A stucco tableau from the fagade of Structure 5D-57, in the heart of
Tikal’s Central Acropolis, describes more of the aftermath. The Tikal
king is shown holding the tether of a bound captive, the subject of a
‘presentation’ event 13 days after the battle (apparently preparations for
the victim'’s sacrifice). Yich’aak K’ahk’ is named in an adjacent caption,
but it is unclear from this broken text whether the prisoner is the Calak-
mul king, one of his nobles, or a foreign ally (p. 76).*

Symbols of renewal

Jasaw Chan K’awiil articulated Tikal’s revitalization in a very particular
way by reviving the symbolism of the once mighty, but now fallen,
Teotihuacan.* In so doing he evoked direct comparison with the New
Order that seized and galvanized the Peten three centuries earlier. His
lineage might even represent a literal restoration of this Mexican-derived
dynasty. While the stucco fagade shows him bedecked in Teotihuacan
motifs, the most vivid example of this programme appears on the second
wooden lintel from Temple 1. Here in a direct counterpart to the
triumphal procession, the scene is repeated in entirely Mexican form.
Dominated this time by a giant effigy of the bejewelled war serpent the
Maya called waxaklajuun ubaah kaan (‘18 images of the snake’), the
king wears a mosaic helmet and is armed with spearthrower and darts -
every inch a Teotihuacano warrior.

Though the battle lintel itself is devoid of such ‘mexicana’, an
allusion is buried in the text. The day selected for the commemoration,
14 September 695, was the 13th K'atun-anniversary (256 years) of the
death of Spearthrower Owl, the Mexican overlord and father of Yax Nuun
Ahiin 1.”” Jasaw Chan K’awiil’s calendrical ties with this great lord began
with his accession, just one day short of 308 years after Spearthrower
Owl’s own crowning.

Jasaw's realm

While Tikal was a force to be reckoned with once more, the scope of
its direct influence was still rather modest. What secems to have been
its traditional control of Motul de San José - the neighbouring kingdom
to the south that encompassed Lake Peten-Itza - is reflected in a text
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(Abovel Tikal Altar 5 parincred Stela 16
in the walled precinct of twin-pyramid
complex N It shows two figures, Jasaw
Chan K'awiil himsel and a lord of
Maasal, conducting an exhumation
ritial with the bones of a high-ranking
lady seen between them. an 711

(Right| Recovered from the king's tomb
heneath Temple 1, this jade mosaic
vessel was oniginally formed around a
wooden cylinder, cach segment held in
place by its vwn tiny jade pan

|Below) Of the 37 exquisitely incised
bones found i the king's romb, s af
the more engaping are those il astrating
mythological events. In a still obscure
episode, the Maize Cod [centre is borne
by canoe, g
Paddler God \Comtrasting patrons of
light and darkness]. Other bone scenes
show the canoe later sinking into the
watery depths of the Underwug 1d

; ng Jasaw Chan K'awiil as its overlord.® But clashes
from 701 nam early 695 and Dos Pilas in 705 define the limis
with N..":I:::ll-‘u‘:ﬂ\' to the east and south, while El Peri, Tikals
nt:::r.:m western neighbour, was still irmly in the clasp of
Calakmul at this time. Increased influence to the north,
however, beyond Uaxactun, may be F'»'ﬂi-‘ﬁtl-'-d_ in an
unusual exhumation ritual detailed on Altar 5.9 Hege
the Tikal king is joined by the ruler of Maasal - one
of Tikal's Early Classic victims and perhaps the city of
Naachtun - to disinter the bones of an unknown lady
Maasal otherwise shows ties with Calakmul, and
control of this site may well have been an important
gain of the main 695 war.
The later st
rule seem stable and prosperous
and his energies were now directed

zes of Jasaw's

towards construction projects. His
three K'atun-endings in power, falling in 692,
711 and 731, were marked with the twin-pyramid
complexes M, N and 0. He may also have
been responsible for replacing the carliest
arena of this kind in the East Plaza with a
ballcourt and its associated Teotihuacan-
style temple.* Other projects included maijor
additions to the Central Acropolis and the
building of Temple 2, a squat but massive
pyramid on the west side of the Great Plaza
Its single carved lintel and now shattered
stela (onee placed high on jts superstructure
depict a royal woman and it has been sug-
gested that the temple

memonalized Jasaw
Chan K'awiil’s principa

I queen and mother
of his heir, Lady Lachan Unen Mo’ ‘12 Baby
Macaws'|# Excay

ation in its interior failed
to find a tomb,
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pising |54 # [(47mil above the Great
Tikal Temple 1 has been an icon

Plaza
o Classic Maya architecture since
Alfred Maudslay first cleared it from
in 1882, Though barely
wday, its high roofcomb is
rated with a seated sculpture of

docors
fasaw Chan K'awiil. an 734

The king’s body was laid to rest in
Burial 116, discovered directly beneath
Temple | in 1962, It was heavily laden
with jade jewelry and accompanied

by an especially nch collection of rare
shells, pearls, mirrors, jaguar skins and

painted vessels

Within Temple 1

On the cast side of the Great Pla
version of Temple | was demolished to make way for Jasaw Chan
K’awiil’s 154 ft [47 m) mortuary pyramid. In 1962, after much exploratory

directly opposite Temple 2, an earlier

tunnelling, excavators penetrated the roof of his vaulted crypt, now des-
ignated Burial 116. Its greater part was devoted to a masonry bench on
which the king’s body lay, adorned by a vast haul of jade, shell and pearl
jewelry. The main necklace, made up of 114 spherical jade beads and
weighing 8.5 pounds |3.9 kg, closely resembles the broad collar he is

shown wearing on several of his images. Among a lengthy inventory of
grave offerings was a spectacular jade mosaic vessel, whose lid offers a
delicate portrait of the king.*

The most interesting find was a collection of 37 bone objects engraved
with minute glyphs and pictorial scenes, highlighted in red cinnabar
Subjects range from the historical to the mythological, the latter involy-
ing lively renderings of rain gods fishing and the vovage, and then
sinking, of a canoe carrying the dying Maize God and an array of anthro
pomorphic creatures. One bears a long list of death-dates for foreign
nobility, while others supply intriguing, but still largely opaque, refer-
ences to the kingdoms of Copan and Palenque. The last clearly historical
date on a bone is from 727, though another might provide one in 733, sug-
gesting that the king's death and burial can be placed shortly before the

mauguration of his son the following year.™ i
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YIK'IN CHAN K'AWIIL

Giyphic speting
T{yaCHAN
| WAWIELAa
| K il that
Darkens the Sky')
| AlSo Known &5
Ruler B, Yaxkin Caan
| Chae. Sun Sky Rain
Dynastic titke
2T i thes line
Accession
B December 734
915368
3 Lamat 6 Paa)
Father
Jasow Chan K awail |

ran

Mother
Lady Lachan Unen
Mo’

Sons
28th Ruber, Muun
Yax Ahiin Il
Monumaents
Stelae 5, 207 & 21,
Altars 2,87 & 9
Cotumn Altars 17,
278 3; Tempie 4
Lintels 2 & 3; Linted
from Structuse SD-
52: Tikal Rock
Sculpture?

750

Yik’in Chan K’awiil
Ruler B
T34-T4b6>

28th Ruler

>T66-768

Yax Nuun Ahiin II
Ruler C
THR-794>

Yik'IN CHAN K'AawnL

While Jasaw Chan K'awiil deserves the major credit for Tikal's uptum ¢
was his son the 27th ruler, Yik'in Chan K'awiil (perhaps 'Klawil tha
Darkens the Sky'), who brought its imperial ambitions to real fruitios
and turned the city into one outshining all its rivals. Since his fathers
tomb could not have been added intrusively into Temple 1, this mes
have been among the new king’s earliest works. In the yeas that
followed he constructed or remodelled most of the major causews
linking key parts of the city, built Temple 6 (the Temple of Inscriptes
and the East Market complex, and made significant additions o the
Central Acropolis. As if this was not enough, most of the great paliee
ringing central Tikal were built or renewed at this time.*

Restoring Tikal's power
Equal to his reputation as its greatest builder, Yik'in Chan .
stands among Tikal’s greatest military heroes. His inaugural mopumeet
Stela 21 of 736, is partnered by Altar 9 and its image of a prostrat mﬂ‘:
from Calakmul. While the accompanying caption 18 damaged 404 22
hard to know if the royal title mentioned refers to the vic
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overlord, there was a change of rulership at Calakmul at just this point
(p. 113

Further triumphs lay ahead, with his most uumpc:uf campaigns
straddling the years 743 and 744, These are detailed on two wooden
lintels from the upper sanctuary of Temple 4. At 212 ft (65 m) this is not
only the tallest pyramid at Tikal, it is the single largest construction of
the Late Classic period. In July 743 he attacked a city called Yaxa' |'Blue
Water’l. Originally thought to be the lakeside city of Yaxha to the south
east of Tikal, it is now clear that this was a namesake to the west, a
satellite of the El Pert kingdom. The El Peri ruler Jaguar Throne was
defeated and the effigy of his patron god captured and delivered to Tikal
the following day. Just 191 days later, Yik‘in Chan K'awiil turned to the
east and attacked the kingdom of Naranjo, seizing a city called Wak
Kabnal (‘Six Earth Place’), probably its capital. The Naranjo king Yax
Mayuy Chan Chaak was taken prisoner and appears bound and prostrate
on Stela 5. [ts partnering Altar 2 is much destroyed but its rope border
may once have secured a captive Jaguar Throne.®

These victories succeeded in breaking a hostile encirclement of the
kingdom that had endured for at least a century, Since both victims were
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THE PROBLEM OF
BuriAL 196

Within Temple 73, a rather
unimposing pyramid at the southwest
corner of the Great Plaza, excavators
found a rich interment, Burial 196,
with many similarities to that of Jasaw
Chan K'awiil. In particular, a stunning
|ade mosaic vessel closely resembles
the one found in Burial 116 (p. 48),
An inscribed stingray spine provides
a firm date from 754 and Yik'in Chan
K'awiil's name appears on a finely
painted drinking cup. However, the
modest scale of Temple 73 is
troubling and there have always been
those who argue that the crypt of
Yik'in Chan K'awiil lies undisturbed
within the unexplored bulk of Temple 4
~ mirroring the burial arrangements of
his father inside Temple 1. Certainly,
Tikal's mightiest pyramid would be a
memaorial more befitting the great
King's achievements. Another
candidate for Burial 196 might be his
son, the obscure 28th ruler.

4mmmr|gmfmw 196
names Yik'in Chan K awill.

leading Calakmul affiliates, their rapid defeat seems cas.i&“ t." explain s
the light of their patron’s waning powers. The long-lasting disruption g
both kingdoms (El Perd was silent for as long as 47 years; Naranijo, i
one stela, for 36) might well suggest that they languished under lengthy
periods of Tikal supervision. It was surely this renewed ascendancy over
the Peten that fuelled Tikal's construction boom, whether through the
flow of booty, tribute or even conscript labour.

The North Group

The length of Yik’in Chan K'awiil’s reign has yet to be determined. The
question is an important one, since its answer would allow us to assign
another war and construction phase either to the final years of his
rule, or to the first of his son, the shadowy 28th ruler. Twin-pyramid
complex P, built in the North Group to commemorate the 9,16.0.0.0
ending of 751, pairs Stela 20 and Altar 8. The commissioning king’s
name is no longer legible, but the name elements Chan K'awiil are
spelt out in his portrait headdress. The altar shows a prisoner, Wilan
Chak Tok Wayib, known from two other monuments: Column Altar |
and the great Tikal Rock Sculpture (a limestone outcrop measuring
20 by 13 ft (6 x 4 m]). These describe his capture on 8 December 748
and public display two days later. The wuk tzuk title he carries repre-
sents a firm link with the Naranjo region while chak tok wayib has

particular links to Holmul - both pointing to conflict in this easterly
direction *

28TH RULER

V‘.'r}' Ilttll.’ 1S |-c|‘mwn of T,h;_' monarch
Yik'in Chan K'awiil (the 27th in the line) and his son Yax Nuun Ahiin II

(the 29th) - even his name is barely preserved. What we do know is that
he was another of Yik'in Chan K'
successor’s elder brother.
linked to his te

whose reign fell between that of

awiil's sons and presumably his
The only two dates that can be certainly
which he suem::l;lz:in-cdgnm e greis g]}'phic s ‘?f Temple G
extreme southeast of Lhd. ed to a pyramid begun by his father at the
was only dism-.-um,;] t L—SI[L' core (incredibly, this major structure
in 766, the first m "lk .1931}. Falling within three days of each other
literally fﬁlt?l.'pll-'lg ]-,ar.a.'- the dedication of Temple 6 as a wavibil,
probably, the placejuu:L- _“’. ‘-"‘.-"'!1_hr:1|c dormitory for a god or, more
the three-quarter K'-?t“ HL{h its L'H_u.:‘.-' was kept in seclusion), the second
nclement wcather.t;?” 9.16.15.0.0. Exposed to over 1,200 years of
glyphs almost 3 f¢ '[3% 1? t]mIY ”’”l_\mnunmi inscription — rendered in
a I._-,,;.u-,-‘d&r,)J Bkt : "ml wide - is now badly eroded but deals with

: I which the character Sak Hix Muut ‘White

laguar Rirg’

a B G

out by Chrig“flp;:arb as the locg] ruler. In a chronology worked
dynasty thml H:‘u:r Jones, the first scholar to chart out the Tikal
LAl AR € presides gver oo ; Y.
and 157 pc s presides over ceremonies performed in 1143, 43¢
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K’ATUN MOUNTAINS

The passing of the K'atun - 20 Maya
years - was the abiding rhythm of
Maya civilization. A specific
architectural form was developed at
Tikal to host their commemoration.
Known as twin-pyramid complexes,
the first was built in the East Plaza

in the early 6th century. This was
used for several successive K'atun
events, but during the Late Classic,
complexes were constructed for each
new ceremony, with six built in the
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years 692 to 790. In addition to their
eastern and western pyramids, they
typically had a nine-doored building to
the south and a northern enclosure with
a carved stela and altar pair. The stela
recorded the name of each, all varieties
of witz *hill/mountain’. Such
assemblages are rare outside Tikal
and where found may refiect the extent
of its later political orbit. There is an =
example at Yaxha and recent mapping L
revealed another.™ complexes, raised by Yax Nuun Ahiin Il to
mark the end of the 17th K’atun in Ap 771.

This small bone
was found in
Burial 190 from
Structure 7F-30,
an outlying
compound to the
northwest of the
site core. It names
an otherwise
unknown Tikal
ruler called ¢-
k'awiil sak te
ajaw. MT167

eht! This scene of Yax Nuun Ahiin 11
among his courtiers (note the curl-
snouted caiman in his headdress) comes
ITtom a painted vase excavated in Tikal’s
Central Acropalis.

YAX NUUN AHIIN I

Glyphic speliing (9.16.17.16.4
YAX.7 -'j,w N 11 K'an 12 K"ayab)

. First ? Caiman') Father

Jr,. _‘.'jm as Yik'in Chan K" swiil

i ¥ €, Chitam Brother

Lhmastic title 28th Ruler

200 in the line A s

Stelae 19 & 22
nber 768 Aitars 6 & 10

YAx NUuun AEN_H

The next ruler revived the name of one of the city’s most important
kings, Yax Nuun Ahiin, the Mexican usurper of four centuries earlier.
Yax Nuun Ahiin II's most noticeable contributions to the city were his
two twin-pyramid complexes, today labelled Q and R. Conventional in
design but of enormous size, they were stages for the celebration of the
K'atun-endings 2.17.0.0.0 and 9.18.0.0.0, falling in 771 and 790 respec-
tively. Most of what little we know about him comes from the single
carved stela found in each of their walled northern compounds. The
second son of Yik'in Chan K’awiil, Yax Nuun Ahiin I came to power in
768. In Tikal’s last clear successor title, he is given as 29th in the line of
the dynastic founder, These short, formulaic texts give no clue to the
wider health of the kingdom, but the grandeur of their settings seems to
reflect its confidence and wealth. However, long periods of dormancy at
El Perii, Naranjo and Caracol all come to an end during his reign and
Tikal’s grip on the central region seems diminished. Yax Nuun Ahiin II
survived until at least 794, the date on a painted vessel excavated from
the Central Acropolis, which shows him in a palace scene, accompanied
by his wife and courtiers.
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| Glyphic speliing

NUUN UJOL K'INICH

Glyphic spelling Son
P4-JOL K'INICH Dark Sun?
(*-headed Sun
God')
DARK SUN
Glyphic spelling Monuments

'a?no?CHE:N
na

Father
Nuun Ujol K'inich?

Stela 24; Atar 7
Temple 3 Lintel 22

_ JEWEL K'AWIIL

W AWLLHi

JASAW CHAN K'AWIIL Il

Glyphic speiling Also known as

= sa-wa-CHAN Stela 11 Ruler
KAWL Manuments
("K' awiil that Stela 11; Altar 11

Clears? the Sky')

Nuun Ujol K'inich

c. 800!

Dark Sun

>810>

Jewel K'awiil
>849>

Jasaw Chan K’awiil II
>869>

In this detail from Temple 3 Lintel 2 we
see a late Tikal ruler, probably Dark Sun,
engaged in a dance pageant, c. AD 810,

TeErRMINAL CLASSIC TIKAL

As we enter the 9th century, signs of a profound crisis come suddenly to
the fore as dynasties across the region disappear and population levels
start to plummet. As the pressures begin to mount the clarity of Tikal’s
dynastic picture diminishes considerably. Temple 3, at 180 ft (55 m| the
last of its great pyramids, contains another elaborately carved roof lintel.
It shows three figures in a rather florid style, with a ruler dressed in a cor-
pulent jaguar costume flanked by two dancing attendants, originally
named in accompanying captions. Only one of two longer glyphic panels
s‘u rvives, and this is rather decayed. A parentage statement can be identi-
fied, providing us with the name of the protagonist’s father, a king called
Nuun Ujol K'inich. He could have ruled for only a relatively brief period
sometime between 794 and 810 (unless he is the missing 28th ruler}.
Rl;:'?'-;v:j:nr‘l’l;ité:nznt, .‘:ch l-i. - commemorating the 19th K'-j!t'-ﬂ" of |
S, (‘f;CL: :] F;nlldmt:nal twin-pyramid group but msn.:d |
B :c;;n.] ‘t' once bore a text of perhaps 136 RIYF;] Z
In antiquity, but the rul::-r'% nmi d‘n;)mg 0 Hn.th wero Y Sma? L 3
MRt Kioerrei b Um-..m] }u_. ark Sun, survnrrcs on three stela \Til!-'»
arthed in Group G, an elite compound close t0
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This evocative painting shows Tikal
some 50 years after the collapse of royal
power. By now, a much reduced
pi]plll.lll[:'ﬂ. thl..'itl::d in the deserted
palaces, cking out a simple living amid a
fast-returning forest.

THE END OF TIKAL

By the end of the 9th century Tikal
had experienced a fate shared with
its peers across the Maya realm.
With all vestiges of royal power gone
and deserted by the great bulk of

its population, its elite quarters

were taken over by squatters and
simple thatched homes sprang up
on its ceremonial plazas. These Iate
inhabitants pursued their own, often
elaborate ritual activities, moving

and re-using earlier monuments for
purposes quite estranged from those
of the fallen nobility. By Tikal's last
days any regard for the sanctity of
the old order had long since dissolved
and the North Acropolis was mined

In search of its tombs and their jade
riches. The more accessible were
discovered and ransacked. Finally
abandoned in the 10th or 11th
century, the forest completed its
lakeover of the city, choking it with
foot and vine for the next millennium.

the city centre, provides the only other record from his reign.” In all like-
lihood, it is Dark Sun who wears the fabulous jaguar suit on the lintel
high above in Temple 3, which could well be his mortuary shrine.

The next calendrical juncture, the turning of the key 10th Bak’tun
{10.0.0.0.0) in 830, went unrecorded, part of a 60-year hiatus that seems
to mark the end of any cohesive central authority at the city. One monu-
ment that does celebrate this date is a large altar {once part of a stela-altar
pair) recently uncovered by Don and Prudence Rice at Zacpeten, to the
south of Tikal, on Lake Salpeten. It includes a close-namesake of Yik'in
Chan K'awiil, possibly tracing ancestral ties between the Zacpeten
dynasty and its one-time political masters.”

The southern city of Seibal, on the Pasion River, provides our only refer-
ence to Jewel K’awiil, an otherwise unknown ‘holy lord’ of Tikal, in 849
(see p. 227). His journey to ‘'witness’ the Seibal king's commemoration of
the 10.1.0.0.0 K’atun might seem to reflect a dramatically transformed politi-
cal reality for the Terminal Classic. But by now high titles are little
guarantee of high kingship and with Tikal itself cast into silence we see its
authority splinter among a range of provincial magnates. This is best
seen at the satellites of Ixlu and Jimbal, which begin monumental pro-
grammes after 859 featuring their own rulers, both using the once
exclusive Mutal title.™

There was at least one attempt to re-establish royal power at the old
and increasingly depopulated capital. The ruler who commissioned Stela
11, erected for the 10.2.0.0.0 mark of 869, revived a name from better
times, Jasaw Chan K'awiil II, Set in the Great Plaza, in front of the
hallowed North Acropolis and alongside stelae from Tikal's long and
glorious past, this was an appropriate setting for the city’s final sculpture.
The peripheral lordships survived for only a few more years, with the last
of their stelae erected at Jimbal in 889. This same year saw Uaxactun
erect its final effort, Stela 12. Though it includes the Jasaw Chan K'awiil
name seen at Tikal, he may be a local namesake. ™
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NLIKE MOST LEADING CAPITALS, Dos Pilas was of no great size and its

occupation brief, confined almost entirely to the Late Classic peri-
od. Yet its modest appearance belies a history of considerable importance
and no small measure of intrigue. Its spectacular rise has much to tell us
about both the grander strategies of the most powerful kingdoms and the
bitter divisions that developed within them - while its equally spectacu-
lar fall pravides an unrivalled glimpse into the strife that tore Classic
society apart in its region.

Dos Pilas lies between the Pasion and Salinas rivers, in an area called
the Petexbatun. From Early Classic times this was home to a kingdom
centred on two sites, Tamarindito and Arroyo de Piedra. By about 650,
however, its territory had effectively been co-opted by an intrusive
dynasty which established the site of Dos Pilas in its very midst and
quickly came to dominate the entire region. The key to this phe.
nomenon, initially most puzzling to scholars, was its use of an emblem
glyph identical to that of mighty Tikal. After a region-wide research pro.
ject headed by Arthur Demarest and first Stephen Houston and then Juan
Antonio Valdés, we can reconstruct much of what happened here, often
in detail unparalleled in the Maya realm
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Bajlaj Chan K’awiil
Ruler 1
c. 648—-692>

Itzamnaaj K’awiil
Ruler 2
698-726

Dos Pilas Stela 9 carries the only known
portrait of Bajlaj Chan K'awiil Ap 682.

BALAICHANK'AWIL. | BajLA) CHAN K'AwiIL
Ghphic speling Wives e ——— —=
m"w m,“'m'-"’l | The emergence of the Dos Pilas polity is one of the rare cases in which
w':c Son : | aninternal struggle - the kind of factional dispute that would normall
GodK, m!:m taamnaq Kawil. | eave no trace in the inscriptions — erupts into something more visible
:u:s::n‘wsw Lady Six Sky of and' l.-nduringr ltla origins lay in the intrigues of Tikal's ].I!ﬂ-)’ul‘ b
“1‘;' e - age’ and was intimately connected to this city's struggle with the Saake
19912112 p.:,";"s‘;"g' kings of Calakmul. i
i | izl | Bajlaj Chan K’awiil's genealogical claim to the Tikal title appears®® &
; :m::-m ] {Centrai) & 4 | Dos Pilas Panel 6, where a partially preserved text appears to make him?

son of the poorly known 23rd or 24th ruler of Tikal.! There is some S
gestion that the incumbent Tikal king Nuun Ujol Chaak had the sim¢
father, making them, if so, at least hali-brothers {pp. 42-3)1 A {
uncovered portion of Hieroglyphic Stairway 2 once described the r
life of Bajlaj Chan K’awiil, but sadly few details are now |¢Bib|”_"d':t :
not know exactly when or why he came to the Petexbatun WH“’-M .
narrative begins in earnest on a single day in 648, which saW ik |
his victory in battle and the death of another lord using the mutel

of Tikal, perhaps a missing king, Neither event is well unders
they seem to have motivated much of what follows. Two years later

— e
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! In this key passage (abbreviated for the
sake of clarity] Bajlaj Chan K awiil is
said 1o be the varaw, the subordinate
ot ‘vassal lord” of the Calakmul ruler
Yuknoom the Great. Dos Pilas
Hieroglyphic Stairway 4, ¢ AD 684

= M o

. A large jade bead bearing the name
of Bajlaj Chan K'awiil [here in an
alternative spelling) was found in

1 atomb at distant Tonina in 1853
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Pilas was attacked by Yuknoom the Great of Calakmul - forcing Bajlaj
Chan K'awiil to flee 1o the more casily defended centre of Aguateca*
Switching his attention to Tikal in 657, the Calakmul king achieved a
much greater success, overwhelming the city and putting Nuun Ujol
Chaak to flight. This left Yuknoom the Great as the dominant figure in
the region (see pp. 108-9). By now, Bajlaj Chan K'awiil was describing
himself as his yajaw or vassal, and it is likely that Nuun Ujol Chaak also
submitted to the Snake king's power - both mutal-titled lords attended a
ceremony performed by the Calakmul heir Yich’aak K'ahk’ sometime
before 662.°

Civil war

Any control Calakmul exercised over Tikal ended within a decade,
however, with the onset of what Stephen Houston has dubbed Tikal's
‘eivil war”. It began in 672 with the resurgent Nuun Ujol Chaak seizing
Dos Pilas and pushing Bajlaj Chan K‘awiil into another ignominious
retreat, this time to the unidentified Chaak Naah Nuun Ujol Chaak
pursued him there in 673, burning the site and forcing him on to Hix
Witz, modern Zapote Bobal. Calakmul intervened in 677, defeating
Nuun Ujol Chaak at Pulil. This event ended Bajlaj Chan K'awiil’s five-
year exile and he returned to Dos Pilas the very same day.*

In 679 Tikal and Dos Pilas engaged forces once again in the climactic
clash of the war. The ‘flints and shields’ of Nuun Ujol Chaak were
‘brought down’, and one of his licutenants, Nuun Bahlam, was taken
prisoner. There is no mention of the Tikal king's death or capture, or any
reference to Calakmul - although it seems likely that its help was neces-
sary for tiny Dos Pilas to triumph over its massive foe. From here on, Dos
Pilas would establish itself as a Tikal ‘anti-kingdom’ with its own,
regionally restricted, hegemony

A new Tikal

The location chosen for Dos Pilas, just 2.5 miles (4 km) from the existing
centre of Arroyo de Piedra, was a ‘green field” site with little prior occupa.
tion. Its modest scale reflects both its short history and the limited
manpower at its disposal (at its peak, its population would not have
exceeded 5,000). Bajlaj Chan K'awiil’s construction projects defined the
site core, arranged about a main plaza and a large pyramid [L5.49) topped
by a line of three sanctuaries. He also laid our a programme of associated
monuments that set his own actions in a glorious light and, as befitting a
subject lord, paid due homage 1o his Calakmul patrons. He records two
visits made to Calakmul itself. In 682 he joined his overlord Yuknoom
the Great in a ritual dance to celebrate the 9.12.10.0.0 event; four years
later he returned to witness the accession of Yich’aak K'ahk'."

Bajlaj Chan K'awiil took at least two wives. One provided him with a
daughter, Lady Six Sky, who was to gain great fame in later years when
sent to forge a new dynasty at distant Naranjo (p. 74). What may have been
a further daughter, or sister, married into the local lineage of Arrovo de




Itzamnaaj K'awiil as he appears on
the face of Stela 15 from AD 721. His
elaborate mask and headdress closely
resemble the shell-mosaic fragments
found in his probable tomb,

__ITZAMINAAJ K'AWIIL

Glyphic spelling
ITZAMNA: K aw:L
Alsa known as
Ruler 2, Shigig
God K
Birth
25 January 673
9.12.0.10.11
13 Chuwen 19
K'ayab)
Accession
24 March 698
(9.136.2.0
11 Ajaw 18 Wo)
Death
22 October 726
9.14.151.15
11 Mawak 17 Mak)

Father
Baylaj Chan K awiil
Mother
Lady of tzan
n
K @il Chan
Kinich?
Monuments
Dos Pilas Stelae 1,
11,12,13, 14,15
& 16; Hieroglyphic
Stairway 2 (West &
East)?
Burial

Dos Pilas Structure
L517

———— ——

Piedra. Bajlaj Chan K'awiil’s ulh.;r. marriage, to a r{;yal woman from the
nearby Itzan kingdom, provided him with an heir for the ‘hmll'le of Dog
Pilas. One very damaged passage does name a certain ]t_Zilmnaa; Bahlam,
although on present evidence it is hard to know if this is another son -

short-reigning successor — or s1 mply part of the Itzan queen’s name,

ITzAMNAA] K'AWIIL
Having survived its turbulent birth, Dos Pilas would now see a move
towards consolidation under the 28-year rule of Itzamnaaj K'awiil, This
is not to say that its militaristic ambitions were curtailed, or that there
was to be any early rapprochement with Tikal — on the contrary, fighting
continued - but there was a distinct shift in emphasis from macro-politj-
cal tensions to local affairs, and we receive our first glimpses of the wider
hegemony it now enjoyed over the Petexbatun and Pasion regions.

[tzamnaaj K’awiil’s birth in 673 took place at the very height of the
Tikal war, in fact, during his family’s enforced exile from the Petexbatun
(at Hix Witz, or even Calakmul). This seems to have caused some embar-
rassment and is the likely explanation for discrepancies in his recorded
birth-date. The inscribed Long Count conflicts with the Calendar Round
chronology and ‘erroneously’ places it in 679 — when safely ensconced
back at Dos Pilas.*

The first part of Itzamnaaj K’awiil’s reign saw further wars with Tikal
- his first monument, Stela 1, recording an engagement in 705.° Here a
Tikal lord was jubuy ‘brought down’, and is shown as the prone captive
under the king’s feet. Interestingly, the text credits the success not to
Itzamnaaj K'awiil himself, but to Ucha’an K’in Bahlam or ‘Master of Sun
Jaguar’, the future Ruler 3. A second monument, Stela 14, describes this
lord’s close involvement in rituals performed by the king, and it is clear
that he was a powerful lieutenant and military captain a full 20 years
before his rise to the throne,

El Duende and a Petexbatun hegemony

While his father had concentrated his building efforts in establishing the
central core, Itzamnaaj K3
portion of the site known
was enlarged with the
lower slopes were
giving the impre
natural cave
Their suryi

wiil gave greater attention to an outlying
today as El Duende. Here a natural hilltop
addition of a surmounting pyramid, while its
mthdlﬁed to form a sequence of SUpporting terraces,
| Th::_ntn Uff‘ single massive structure (all lying 3le_"€ a
' °¢ terrace platforms held five stelae and altar pairings.
quite minu:l\:itil:::s' Te;(}rd victories over unknown and pmsum-abh;
circuit involving oty e :lm.l 721, as well as an account of - ntuﬂ-d
to have heen urcctcder “ntres in the region. In this tour, a stela I,S 5:111
sought refuge in ﬁﬁﬂﬁzt;guut“" - the site where Bajlaj Chan I(;!“'l:j
capital of its own ki ; agf;d 'Mage presented at Seibal, a large city -’“
Itzamnagyj K’awiil 1sga;3m 17 miles (27.5 km) to the east of Dos P_1l;;_~..]

S0 mentioned on monuments at the origind
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Petexbatun centres of Tamarindito and Arroyo de Piedra. A text at the
latter describes the local king as his vassal.!

Death and burial |
Itzamnaaj K'awiil died in October 726 at the age of 53. Curiously, this I
event is recorded not only at Dos Pilas, on the magnificent Stela 8, but .
also on one of the minutely incised bones found in the tomb of his i
contemporary and rival Jasaw Chan K’awiil, ruler of Tikal. Perhaps it
was some blood-tie that made this event of interest to Tikal - though it
is of little surprise that he is referred to only as ‘He of Dos Pilas’ and
denied the Mutal title under such bitter dispute.'?

The long and finely styled inscription of Stela 8 was commissioned
by the incoming Ruler 3 as a tribute to his predecessor. It recounts
Itzamnaaj K’awiil’s birth, accession and contacts with the dynasty of

Calakmul (the details of which are sadly destroyed), before recording his
death and subsequent burial four days later ‘at night’ and ‘within Dos
Pilas"."* The positioning of this text in front of the now ruined Structure
L5-1, on the east side of the main plaza, suggested that his tomb lay
inside and guided archaeologists to a vaulted crypt 30 ft (9 m) beneath its
summit. It held a body garbed in a heavy jade collar and wristlets,
surrounded by fine painted ceramics and almost 400 pieces of shell
mosaic, once adorning an elaborate headdress. While no accompanying

Stela 8, the elegantly carved memorial
to Irzamnaaj K'awiil, provides an
interesting 'error’ in his birthday,
given here as 9.12.6.15.11. Usnally text was found to prove his identity beyond doubt, all other evidence
ascribed to miscalculation, in this points to this as the king’s final resting place.'*
case it would seem to have a rhetorical

purpose, obscuring (to the casual
observer at least) his foreign birth-place.

Dos Pilas I

yramid L5-1 contained a roval
tomb that .

! SEems certain to be that of
Zamnaaj K'awiil, Seen here under

c n by Arthur Demarest. the
§ accompanied by numerous

* painted plates visible at the
ead and feeq

XCIVatio
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_RULER 3
Giyphic spelling Death
20RTICAWEL o 28 May 741
CHAN-? K'IN-ni (9.15.9.16.11
BAHLAM 13 Chuwen 14 Xul)
Also known as Wire
Scrol-head God K, Lady GI-K"awiil of
Spanglehead, Cancuen
| Jewelled-head Monuments
Accession Dos Pilas Stelae 2,
| g‘l:‘:uaw 727 | 5&8;Panel 19:
.14.15.5.15 Aguateca Stelae
IMen13K'ayab) | g3 :

Ruler 3

727-741

K’awiil Chan K’inich
Ruler 4
741-761>

This painted vase shows K’awiil Chan
K'inich - identified simply as ‘Master
of the Ahkul Lord’ - enthroned in his
palace. His use of a full royal title, six
years prior to his actual accession, may
be a sign that Ruler 3s rule amounted
to a form of regency.

Ruw3

‘Master of Sun Jaguar’ assumed the throne in January 727, 67 days after
the burial of Itzamnaaj K’awiil. From here on he used an acquired tedil
name (one that currently resists full decipherment), though his long:
standing warrior’s title continued to see occasional use throughout his
tenure. If the next ruler of Dos Pilas, K'awiil Chan K'inich, was indeed
a son of [tzamnaai K'awnl {and our source on this is rather \‘...’IUdL'd,
A lhc new king was not in direct line to the throne. Nevertheless, his
elevation seems Jess acoup d'état by a military strongman than a form of
regency, fulfilling a need for mature leadership at a time while the heir
was still a child.
]e[:n;cﬁa;k;sii tl;ou-gh now heavily h]:ukcn panel _dtpias_ the blood-
Pilas’ in the Iexrib il as ch'ok mutal ajaw ‘Prince .of Dos
Ve, and most likely K’awiil Chan K’inich himself
Designation ritesli:h\;'s SP_ECial Cuncc;lrn for his event_ual successioﬂr-
otherwige Eiven t‘he e a8 Lh"t""ﬂrc sometimes rgferrcd to 1n texts, huft n}i
Stene we see 3 rich] arz]-] ?]bls of r‘-'l'”"-'!icntatlf_m. At the centre odth
a kneeling Jorg pml:ab] 11.'6 ‘youth w]'_ms‘c penis has been perforate
- ¥ a ntual specialist, while four figures look on-
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A CHANGE OF EMBLEM
r..;m 0 735 onwards Ruler 3 shows a
marked preference for a second,

ve version of the Mutal
emblem glyph, one rarely used m.
Tikal itseif (Delow]. 15 The motivation
pehind this development is unclear
(the new sign was of identical
ptununc[atinn] but may signal mfwes
towards a more distinctive identity
for Dos Pilas and reflect reduced
competition with Tikal after the

decline of Calakmul’s power.

(Below] To mark his victory over Seibal,
Ruler 3 is pictured in full battle attire,

a Teotihuacan-style mask projecting
from his face. Dos Pilas Stela 2, Ap 736.

|Below right) Ruler 3, second from left,
presides over the ritual bloodletting

of a young boy, probably K’awiil Chan
K'inich. Dos Pilas Panel 19 {restored),
AD 729-740,

RULER 3 TO K'awiiL CHAN K'INICH 6]

To the left stands Ruler 3 and his wife. In her name she carries the female
variant of the Cancuen emblem glyph, signalling a strategic alliance with
a kingdom that controlled the upper reaches of the Pasi6n, a gateway to
the resource-rich highlands to the south. To the right, in a slightly more
animated pose, stands a lord with a complex title string including the
term aj kaanal ‘He of Calakmul’. His phrase ends with a further title,
‘Guardian’, or perhaps ‘Master of the Prince'.'® Such epithets usually
refer to important captives, but here has been interpreted as his custodi-
anship of the high-ranking child and a further sign of Calakmul's
enduring influence at this centre. The final figure bears an important
name or title, unahbnal k’inich |'Pool Place of the Sun God’), in a spelling
normally only seen at Tikal.

The conquest of Seibal
Ruler 3 claims only one war success during his reign, but it was to be an
important one. In August 735 his forces attacked the city of Seibal, the
largest and most ancient capital in the region. It may already have come
under Dos Pilas influence during the time of [tzamnaaj K'awiil - at the
very least relations seem to have been amicable - but its full conquest
would represent a major prize. The following day there was a still poorly
understood ‘axing’ event, performed by some other important lord. Two
stelae were commissioned to commemorate the victory, one at Dos Pilas
and another at Aguateca. Their closely matched scenes show a tni-
umphant Ruler 3 in full warrior attire standing atop the captured Seibal
king Yich’aak Bahlam (‘Jaguar Claw’).

The simultaneous erection of monuments at both sites heralds
the development of Aguateca — ancient K'inich Pa’ Witz (‘Radiant Split
Mountain’) - as something of a ‘twin capital’ under Ruler 3. Dramatically
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K'awiil Chan K'inich is here shown in
the act of rivual ‘scattening’. Aguateca

Sicla |, ap 741,

KAWIIL CHAN K'INICH

Glyphee spelling
WAWELCHAN
WINICH

3o kncwn a5
Fiter 4, God K Sy
Mhahi'ina

ACoesspn
23 June T41
@15.9.1747

13 Kaban 20 Yk in

Father

Mrdrrag K aned?

Morumenis

Doy Pias, Steip d
Hesoghyphae Stareay
3 Hieroghohic
Bench 1; Agusteca
Stelpe 1 4 5

A “rolled-out’ view of the vase pictured

on p. 60; the young K'awiil Chan K inich
18 here shown conversing with two of his

vassals, A similar scene, also featuning
thie Dos Pilas king, was excavated at
Tikal, though how it got there is

unknown

sited on the edge of a 40 ft (12 m) escswrm u\r;‘lllk‘l:lng the Swampy
margins of Lake Petexbatun, and ‘i_i‘ll_l in two r.-lnf.t \;rme by a deey
chasm, its attraction doubtless lay in its defensive qualities, Ruler 35
death in May 741 is recorded on Agua_tu.-a Stela 1. The whereabouts o
his tomb is unknown, hut the association of this monument with ,

large pyramid mound, Structure 6, might suggest that his burial Jjes

within.!”

o= —_—

K'awnL CHAN K'INICH _

—

The new ruler, K'awiil Chan K'inich, was installed in June 741, 26 days
after the death of Ruler 3. Early monuments include an inaugur)
stela at Aguateca and a hicroglyphic bench at Dos Filas, the latter
the centrepicce of an elite compound just outside the main plaza
Its text is a memorial recording the recent deaths of three leading
figures: Ruler 3, his Cancuen wife and the Dos Pilas-born queen
of Naranijo, Lady Six Sky. The Cancuen queen is clearly the focus of
the inscription and her well-stocked burial was discovered directly
beneath it

Conflict was a prominent feature of K'awiil Chan K'inich’s reign. An
carly, pre-inaugural success was against the nearby area of Ahkul
“Turtle’, and ‘Master of the Ahkul Lord’ became his personal epithet
More impressive triumphs are detailed on Hicroglyphic Stairway 3,
part of a temple pyramid (LD-25) that was his largest contribution to
the site core. It describes the capture of lords from El Chorro (in 743
Yaxchilan and Motul de San José (both in 745), depicting their bound
and writhing bodies on the stairway risers.®® While it might appear
that K'awiil Chan K'inich began his reign with a bout of particular
aggression, these battles could as easily represent the repulsion of
neighbours keen to test the young king.

Following the marital ties established by Ruler 3, K'awiil Chan
K'inich was closcly invalved with the city of Cancuen, and is cited there
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Tie UNFINISHED STAIRWAY

*f. 1‘ 4 5 \\“1 . y

pupregdyphve Staraiy 1 has areas of text
thal v uthvred Dut never compieted.

One of the hieroglyphic stainvays. at
Dos Pilas (HS. 1), sited on the west
side of the Main Plaza. was left
urinished by its scuiptors. While this
is nat the only monument the Maya
ahandoned in this way, it is certainty
the largest and most prominent
Comgleted sections are now damaged
and difficult to interpret. but include
parentage statements that link Bajlaj
Chan Kawill, ltzamnaa) K awiil and,
seemingly, K'owill Chan K'inich. The
fingd portion deats exclusively with
Mzamnaag K owtll, suggesting that
Wwas he who commissioned the
monument. Concetvably, work was in
progress ot his death and halted as a
Mk of reverence, More intriguingly,
however, other clues might paint
Towards K'awiil Chan Winich as its
main protagenist, suggesting that its
soandonment may hive been rather
later and comespond 1o the moment
o downtall 5t Dos Prlas

od o [on Pilas hegemony finds

efition on this hicroglyphic stair

#t Tam

arinidito, Events dated 1w 761 refer
wk ¢
Kawiil Chan R'inich (highlighted)
perhaps concerning his ousting or exile

RuLer 3 1o K'awiiL CHaN K inicH 63

In 745 K'awiil Chan
K'inmich fought the western
kingdom of Yaxchilan,
capturing the lord picrured
here on Dos Pilas
Hicroglyphic Stairway 3

presiding over some event that took place at Dos Pilas. More overt
political control can be séen at Seibal, first conquered by Ruler 3 and sull
under close Dos Pilas supervision. A series of glyphic tablets make no
mention of the war some 12 years earlier, but record K'awiil Chan
K'inich’s ‘scattering’ ceremonies at hoth Seibal and Tamarindito in 746
and his overseeing of rituals performed by his Seibal vassals in 745 and
747.% The vanquished king Yich'aak Bahlam is the most prominent of
these figures and he evidently survived his defeat to serve as a subject
lord. He dedicated the mortuary shrine of an ancestral predecessor, K'an
Mo’ Bahlam ['Precious Macaw Jaguar’], while on the same day a ch'ok
ajaw or ‘young lord’ was elevated to his position under the watchful eye
of the Dos Pilas king

Overreach?
After 20 years exemplifying the king’s role of both diplomat and warrior,
the fortunes of K'awiil Chan K'inich took a decisive turn for the worse
in 761, with a series of events that are still poorly understood. A hiero-
glyphic stairway found at Tamarindito mentions his ‘going out’ - usually
a reference to enforced flight.* This was followed seven days later by
an ‘axe’ a ainst Tamarindito iself. Its perpetrator is unclear,
but K'awiil Chan K'inich is not heard of again and Dos Pilas was all but
abandoned at this time

Just why its power dissolved so suddenly is difficult to assess. After a
century of expansion Dos Pilas exerted control over a large area and,
without a significant population at its core, it is likely that it had become

overly reliant on the loyalty of its vassal lords, the normal source of any
rebellion.** In earlier times it had bencfited from its ties with a powerful
foreign patron in the shape of Calakmul, but the political landscape
of the lowlands was changing rapidly and by now these networks of
hierarchical support were all but extinet
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>T70-802> *790>
AT SEIBAL AT LA AMELIA

Lachan K'awjj
Ajaw Bot

802-807>

Ajaw Bot
771-800=

RULE OF THE PETTY KinGs

With the fall of K’awiil Chan K‘inich major changes took place in the
Petexbatun-Pasion area and political authority rapidly splintered Whes
anew order emerged it was dominated by a range of local magnates, exch
of whom erected monuments and used the once restricted title haly
lord of Mutal’,

Fortunes among the traditional centres varied. Tamarindito produced
its account of the 761 war a vear later, but this is the last we hear fom
cither this site or Amoyo de Piedra. The former ‘twin capial
Aguateca survived and may have served as a refuge for the surviving Dt
Pilas elite. Its rulers continued to exercise a kind of pre-eminence ove
the new landscape, though it was clearly of a low order. It is 770 belst
1ts next known king took office, as described on Stela 6. His names
poorly preserved but its outlines are consistent with those of Tabn T
K'inich, a ruler known from several later monuments as well as @
portable objects, such as a neatly inscribed section of human skul. Sidd
19 at Aguateca tells of 4 battle he fought in 778 and reveals thathe
son of a hitherto unknown Aguateca king: Ucha'an Kan
('Master of Precious/ Yellow Jaguar’) 2
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Scibal, formerly ruled by its own dynasty under the overlordship of
Dos Pilas, became the seat of another Mutal-titled king, Ajaw Bot, a year
laterin 771. He carried the captor’s epithet ‘Master of He of Fire’ and took
office, unusually, on the K'atun-ending 9.17.0.0.0 - celebrating s
anniversary 30 years later. Whether this was an entirely independent
figure, or a lord under the nominal control of Aguateca is unclear
|a damaged scction of Seibal Stela 6 mentions Aguateca and interaction
between the two). Chapayal, a site 9.3 miles (15 km) to the northeast
of Scibal, also makes reference to Ajaw Bot, probably a sign that he
exercised his own sphere of influence®® Further kings sprang up at
smaller sites close to the Pasién River: Chak Lakamtuun at Aguas
Calientes, Lachan K'awiil Ajaw Bot at La Amelia and others at El Caribe
[though these last did not use the Mutal title),

Most seem to have ruled under the patronage of Aguateca. Tahn Te’
K'inich’s final appearance in 802 was not at his capital but at La Amelia,
where he presides over some ceremony performed by Lachan Kawiil
Ajaw Bot. This lord erects additional monuments at his site, but the last
discernible date, from 807, represents the final appearance of the Mutal
emblem and royal dynasty in the Petexbatun.

The collapse of Dos Pilas hegemony seems to have benefited a series of
adjacent kingdoms and ltzan, Cancuen and Machaquila all show
renewed vigour at this time.” As we have scen, in the Petexbatun
itself the next half-century saw no single power rise to take its place;
instead the proliferation and debasement of royal titles points o a
devolved and much weakened landscape. Yet, dramatic as it may seem,
this dissolution served merely as the prelude to the next phase: nothing
less than the annihilation of organized society in the region.

THE FALL OF THE PETEXBATUN

Mo arca better illustrates the chaos into which Classic society now
descended than the Petexbatun. In this region we have clear evidence
that six centuries of cultural florescence ended in warfare of unprece-
dented intensity.

At Aguateca extensive fortifications were built to augment its already
impressive natural defences. Eventually, over 3 miles (4.8 km) of
walls enclosed not only the city itself but sizeable areas of agricultural
land and access to essential water supplies [p. 67). Surrounding hilltops
and their hamlets were similarly encircled, perhaps as part of a strategic
defence plan. Despite these preparations — which seem never to have
been completed - excavations have shown that disaster was postponed
rather than averted. Takeshi Inomata’s excavations in the central core
show it to have been destroyed by fire and its elite dwellings deserted
in great haste, leaving jade and shell valuables scattered inside and
many ceramics still in their original domestic positions, the first time
that the abandonment of a Classic city has been documented in such

detail. ™
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concentric walls, both topped by wooden palisades.™ The sorry state of
Dos Pilas today - its buildings reduced to shapeless mounds - is largely a
consequence of this desperate robbery. It is unclear how long these
detenders resisted their enemies, but recent discoveries of spearpoints

in the ‘killing alley’ between the two walls and an associated pit of
decapitated skulls by Arthur Demarest and his team suggest that they
were eventually overwhelmed. ™ A date early in the 9th eentury, in line
with other sites in the region, seems most likely,

A final refuge?
Nearby Punta de Chimino, a small site occupying a peninsula jutting
into Lake Petexbatun, seems to have survived a little longer. Here the
defences were truly monumental. Along its narrow landward approach,
some 50,000 cu. yards (38,250 cu. m) of rock had been excavated to
construct three sequential trenches; the displaced material used to build
matching ramparis, the largest 30 ft [9 m) in hﬂgh[ The final, decpest
ditch was flooded to create an island citadel Although the original date
of construction is unclear, it was obviously enhanced at this late date ™
The enemies who finally stormed the Petexbatun cities have left few
if any clues to their utn‘lﬂll\', but the extreme h;zgmcnf."um ol »IlIT"IUIII'f
in the region could casily cast vicious local feuding as the culprit.
However, the involvement of incoming communities cannot be fully

was protected discounted. Certainly when some semblance of order returns to the
overd miles (4.8 km)
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laces ol wa Eby atriple line of ditches final Classic Maya resurgence in the Pasion region, reviving the Seibal
 of two ke kingdom after 830 (p. 227)







ISCOVERED BY THE GREAT AUSTRIAN EXPLORER TEOBERT MALER in
u 1905, Naranjo is located midway between two major river
drainages, the Holmul and Mopan, with ready access to their fertile
valleys in modern-day Belize and the Caribbean coast beyond. Arch-
acological investigation (directed by Vilma Fialko) has only recently
begun av the site - which has suffered greatly from the attention of loot-
! ers —and as yet little is known of its origins or development. But a fine
collection of stelae, covering at least 345 years of its dynastic progress,
has provided a reasonable picture of its complex political affairs.
Occupying a key position between a number of the most belligerent
and powerful Classic kingdoms - Tikal, Caracol and Calakmul - Naranjo's
fortunes were always shaped by its performance in war. Its history
divides neatly into early, middle and late periods, cach interspersed by
significant lacunac. These gaps followed defeats so serious that the city
fell under the domination of foreign powers, or even suffered the extinc.
tion of its ruling line. Yet, amidst all this turmoil the Naranjo kingdom
i was also a place of artistic accomplishment. The city and its surrounding
region were responsible for some of the finest painted ceramics produced
in the Maya world

e
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Tzik’in Bahlam

Naatz Chan
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K’uxaj
»629-6311

@ 3R K’ahk’ Skull
Sg%! Chan Chaak

644680
Tajal Chaak
1
Aj Wosal Chan
K’inich
Dl’.]'l.lhll.' Cumb (Below left] Decorated with the severed

546-615>

head of the Maize God [see p. 2221, this
plare belonged 1o the otherwise
unknown Naranpo ruler Tajal Chask

THE EARLY PERIOD

imag,

450

The first enthronement recorded at Naranjo took place deep

in mythological time, one source placing it some 896,000
years in the past.! It involved a god we know as the ‘Square-
nosed Beastie’, one of the divine patrons of the kingdom.
The identities of deities and real-life dynastic founders
are sometimes seen to merge, and this might alsobea
mortal ruler who began the city’s count of kings some
time around 200 s
The first clearly historical rulers of Naranjo are
little known. However, an important recent find,
the shattered remains of Stela 45, names two of
them: Tzik'in Bahlam and Naatz Chan Ahk' The
former can be recognized on two stelae ar Tikal a8
the maternal grandfather of Chak Tok Ich’aak I p. 371
- stressing the close genealogical ties between the tWo
states at this time. No date survives on Stela 45, but it

once depicted Naatz Chan Ahk standing beneath a sky-bome

¢ of Tzik'in Bahlam in the guise of the founder - a motil
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Right| An unlikely survivor of the harsh
sub-tropical environment, these finely
incised glyphs come from Altar |

which originally stood rogether with
Stels 38 in trone of the hilltop Structure
Du1, an 593

|Helaw] This polychrame bowl names
Aj) Wosal in its nm text, while his

3 K'stun Ajaw title jmarking his then
current age between 39 and 59 yeamn)|
indicates that the vessel was painted
sometime in the late 6th century

Tzik'in Bavitam To K'an’ SkuLt Cuan CHAAR 71

that typically relates a son to his father. Naatz Chan Ahk’s name is also
known from a Teotihuacan-style stucco-covered pot. The only date we
have from this era comes on Stela 41, which celebrates the K'atun-ending
of 9.2.0.0.0 in 475 - although sadly the commissioner’s name is now
illegible, Stela 15 is in even worse condition, but it once commemorated
a son of Naatz Chan Ahk.* In our first dynastic count one of these two
characters is specified as Naranjo's 32nd or 33rd king. A fine painted plate
that stylistically dates to the first part of the 6th century carries the name
Tajal Chaak. Instead of the local emblem glyph he is identified by
another title, Sak Chuwen, that secms to be of greater antiquity and sim-
ilarly restricted to Naranjo's high king

A] WosAL CHAN K'INICH

The Maranjo dynasty really comes into focus only with the accession of
Aj Wosal (a mickname, his full moniker still resists decipherment) who
began one of the longest reigns of the Classic period in 546, No more than
12 years of age at the time, he went on to celebrate four K'atun-endings in
power during a span of at least 69 years.

530
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“YaxHA: CITY ON THE LAKE

Less than a day’s walk from Naranjo
lies the expanse of Lake Yaxha and,
on its northern shore, a great capital
of the same name. To judge from

its badly ruined corpus of early
monuments, its heyday fell in the first
centuries of the Classic era, when the
city grew to an immense size (it &
the thirdbiggest ruin in modem-day
Guaemala after El Mirador and Tikal).
This early history remains poorly
known and the number of inscriptions
for all periods is extremely small,
Although Naranjo enjoyed the upper
hand for much of the Late Classic,

It could never fully subdue its giant
neighbour and they fought a series
of wars. Yaxha's possession of one
of the few twin-pyramid complexes
outside Tikal is particutarty

and may be a pointer to its later
political affiliations. The city's other
claim to fame is the survival of its
name from ancient to modern times,

_

His longest inscription appears on Altar 1, a small oval stone that onee
partnered Stela 38, both commissioned in 593.° Their original
was at the foot of Structure D-1, a small hilltop pyramid
by a broad causeway that defined the northern ]_imit of the site cope
It places him as the 35th in line of the founder and includes a reference
his parents. It is probably significant that his father lacks any royal
Altar 1 also seems to describe a conflict in 544 against ‘Ko- Bent-Cauag’ ,
site Caracol would attack some 80 years later (p. 92). Coming two yeay
before his crowning this event probably served to establish jy
military credentials - even though he was only a boy at the time.

Stela 25 is largely filled with a litany of Aj Wosal's successive jubilees,
but one clause offers important information about the wider politics]
landscape of the Early Classic. His 546 inauguration is said to have takey
place under the ‘supervision’ of K'altuun Hix, the ruler of the Snake
polity later associated with Calakmul. This is the earlicst surviving
example of this form of political patronage - where one king sanctions
the rule of another — and is the first sign we have of this northem |
kingdom's emerging power. Since this record appears at the very end of L
his long reign it is probably safe to assume that Aj Wosal remained a loyal
client and ally throughout. His death, which probably came shortly after
Stela 25% dedication in 615, was to set Naranjo on a rather different, '
indeed disastrous, course.

THE FirsT HIATUS PERIOD: i
THE CARACOL AND CALAKMUL WARS f

Between the reign of Aj Wosal [the 35th successor) and K’ahk’ Tiliw Chan
Chaak (the 38th] two other kings held power at Naranjo. Their obscunity
owes much to their failure in conflicts that pitted their polity against b
powerful adversaries: Caracol, its regional rival to the south; and t
kingdom of the Snake, its former patron to the north. The first of the
kings, K'uxaj, has only recently emerged from the fog of these times, ané:
even so only a part of his name is known.” Clashes began in May i
August 626,with K'uxaj twice suffering defeats of the jubuy ‘bro L
down' type at the hands of the Caracol ruler K’an I1* The coup de g€
the_ ‘star war’ conquest of Naranjo itself, came in December 631 and
delivered not by Caracol's forces, but by those of Calakmul under !

king Yuknoom Head. The dramatic reversal in Naranjo-Calal
uons is a sure sign that

repudiated by his successor,

Aj Wosal's political affiliations had beed
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The conquest stairway
Much of this story is detailed on an extraordinary hicroglyphic stairway
Maler discovered in the heart of the Naranjo capital. Commissioned by
Caracol's K'an Il to celebrate the 9.10.10.0.0 ending of 642, it records
various details of his biography and part in the conflict, while giving
special prominence to the final victory of Calakmul. Together with an
isolated panel similarly devored to K'an I {timmed and re-used as a stair-
way block), its presence at Naranjo has long been seen as evidence for a
lengthy period of Caracol domination. Yet the stairway was found reset
and incomplete and it is far from clear that Naranio was its original
provenance. One of the missing blocks was discovered by lan Graham at
Ucanal, 20.5 miles (33 km) to the southeast. Of particular interest is a
fragment of matching design, dimension and material recovered from
fallen debris at Caracol = in many ways the most logical origin of this
monument (see p. 9217

We will never know for sure how the steps reached Naranjo, but a suit-
able opportunity arose under its next king K'ahk' Skull Chan Chaak, a
revitalizing figure who was in power by at least 644,12 Although identi-
fied only by title, a stucco text at Caracol tells us that he attacked its
capital Uxwitza' ["Three Hill Water'] in 680 and inflicted a comparable
‘star war’ defeat (p. 95)."F Narratives of this kind - those recorded by the
losing party - usually recite defeat only to contrast it with ultimate
victory and the text probably once went on to record Caracol’s retribu-
tion. That such a sequence did indeed occur is suggested by the dynastic

crisis that now unfolds at Naranjo as not only its king, but its entire
ruling line, promptly disappears

640 650 660 670 680
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Lady Six Sky

682-741

K’ahk’ Tiliw Chan
Chaak

Smoking Squirrel
693-728>

In the very first appearance of a
theme that would be repeated many
times at Naranjo, Lady Six Sky stands

triumphantly atop the contorted body
of a vanquished enemy. Female portraits
of this type are exceedingly rare in Maya
art and otherwise only known from
Calakmul. Stela 24, aD 702.
~ LADY SIX SKY LADY SIX | T ’ ’ =
2l X SKY AND K'AH
Gﬂ.gsﬁ:;nfj | 11Chikchan/12 | -— K" TiLiw CHAN CHAAK :
{. HAN-7-AJAW Kimi 8/9 Pop) - ’
(th?ﬁkp | Faégﬁ'; el E:’furtls to create a new royal line for Naranjo, or bolster the pedigree
N K awi 3 -
soinomnss e il ‘ of a lesser local lineage in the wake of recent wars, first appear on
A:a:.L?!:;::?ES MI?::ITBulu' i?dAUEUSt 682. This day marks the ‘arrival here’ of a princess called
e Loy o Thel sn ha y Six Sky, daughter of the Dos Pilas king Bajlaj Chan K’awiil. As we
?grsiémm Pkl aoiall da""" See? at Tikal, ‘arrival’ is imbued with the wider meaning of
-15.9.11, Stetee 3,18, 24, 29,31 nastic ati :
== — | f:rmai : oulnddﬂﬂn or refoundation. Three days later she performs 2 (T
T —_— ritu : s alu 5 : "
_ KAHKTILIW CHAN CHAAK S - dm this effect, visiting an important pyramid, probably o | ™%
e e edica : : i
Giyphic speiling i sion : ¢ a dynastic shrine and restore the supernatural basis of the :m:
KAHK'TILwWI CHAN- | 28 May 893 kingdom. ! i
:‘,::’:‘E:d £ (9.131.3.19 il
whao fire- | 5 Kawak 2 Yaxk'in)
burns th ! | : -
0 RM§ ::Y : MLEG)' Unen Bahlam RElgn Oi the warrior ql.leen I
Ruler I, Smoki g l
SRl BN, Mﬂinghal I Although never invested as a Naranjo ruler (she always carries the mutal
Squirrel, Smoke Lady Six Sky of D emblem of her native D : 2
B Y e o b, Oix Sky sstmed v other
astic tithe (8] 1 2 _
.38 in the ine e sl e performing ke "1155}“?- portraying herself on monuments and
! 1 a ¥ oY
3 January 688 S | symbolism: :wz sialendmal rituals. This even extended to military !
| @2181a7 | "SeeT2012 | warriorking It fy L. show her trampling captives in the mannerofany | 7
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LADY Six Sky AND K'AHK' TiLiw CHAN CHAAK

Enthroned at only five years old, K'ahk’
Tiliw Chan Chaak was the cornerstone
of Naranjo's revitalization during the

late 7th century. In his early years the
instrument of his mother and a Calakmul
overlord, he later emerged as a successful
ruler in his own right. Stela 30, AD 714.

In this battered but crucial passage
trom Stela 1, K'ahk’ Tiliw Chan Chaak
is described as the yajaw or ‘vassal

lord’ of the powerful Yich’aak K'ahk’
of Calakmul.

One the finest of the so-called "Holmul-
-:Llanccr' vessels, this tall cylinder vase
Vs excavated by Jennifer Taschek

ind Joseph Ball from an elite burial at
:.!:I::ﬂls.m' a centre 9 miles (14.5 km)

* M€ £ast of Naranjo. It shows two
:'_‘-.l"ﬂ-h of the Maize God, identified
;-:Z:;nk;\lr:;:hc patrons of the Tikal and
= M-’l.\f.l\‘:j' u.u'.dmu‘., in the refined pose
Illnwth dnlLtI- Its rim text names K'ahk’
. bl--l'm -haak as its original owner
*. oably indicating that the vase was a

Bt he prege
eneeeited to one of his provincial

Five years after her arrival, in 688, the future king of Naranjo, K'ahk’'
Tiliw Chan Chaak (‘Chaak who fire-burns the sky’), was born. Although
their relationship is never clearly specified, Lady Six Sky’s exalted
status and close association with the new heir has long convinced
scholars that she was his mother.'* Very pointedly, no mention is made of
his father - clear evidence that there was to be no continuity with the
old royal patriline. What references are made to Naranjo's past are to
the reign of Aj Wosal, with whom Lady Six Sky directly compares her
own ritual performances, as well as placing herself in an analogous
position to Aj Wosal’s mother, Lady Stone-in-Hand Sky.'* To further
emphasize their association, the new dynasts grouped their stelae
together with those of their illustrious precursor - as if to form an
indivisible whole.

A figurehead and vassal

In May 693 K’ahk' Tiliw Chan Chaak became the 38th ruler to succeed
the kingdom’s founder. Easily the best known of all Naranjo's kings,
his renown stems from his fine corpus of monuments and the astounding
list of military successes they recount. Yet two key factors lie behind
his story. The first is his tender age at accession, an infant of barely
five years; there can be no doubt that he was long simply a figurehead
for the reign of Lady Six Sky and whatever faction supported her rule
within the Naranjo nobility. The second emerges from the scarred
remains of Stela 1. In a passage that links the birth of K’ahk’ Tiliw to his
accession, where we would normally expect to see his name, we find
instead: ‘the lord of Yich'aak K’ahk’, Holy Lord of Calakmul'.'* This
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Kinichil Kab
9131419
17 June 693
Stela 22

Tuubal

813195

11 September 693
Stela 22

Bital
9.13.1.13.14

9 December 693
Stela 22

Tikal
9.13.216.10
29 January 695
Stela 22
Dotted Ko
9134113
27 March 696
Steda 22

Eared Skull

9.1354.13
21 May 697
Stela 22

Winichil Kab
9.13.6.417
20 May 698
Stela 22

Ucanal
9.136.10.4

9131442
24 March 706
Stela 21
Yaiha
9.13.184.18
19 March 710
Stela 23
Sakna
9.142157
23 Seplember 714
Stela 30

7

9.14.4.75

3 Apni 716

Steia 28

marks K'ahk’ Tiliw, like his grandfather before him, as a vassal of i,
powerful Snake kingdom, and must lead us to suspect that fhe whle
process of dynastic ren cwal took place under its auspices [p. 110, For the
remainder of the Classic era, Naranjo wt_:luid be ruled by 5 lincage whigy
traced its claims to kingship from the line of Tikal exiles supported by

Calakmul

Campaigns of the Middle period
With her son safely enthroned, Lady Six Sky moved with haste fo
commence war-making in his name, the first action Eullqwmﬁ just 1
days after the ceremony. Two centres, Bital (probably lying beeween
Naranjo and Caracol| and Tuubal (perhaps sited towards Lake Peten.lizy)
were attacked and ‘burned’, while K'inichil Kab was ‘brought down' @
Two years later, in 695, Naranjo battled its giant neighbour Tikal st 5
place called Yellow Rabbit, capturing a lord named Sihyaj Kawiil
I"Kawiil is born')."* Most likely this was part of a wider campaign th
culminated in Tikal's clash with Calakmul later the same year -
a decisive defeat for Yich'aak K'ahk'. One of the captives of this war
carrics the title aj safal), probably meaning ‘He of Naranjo' and 3 g
that Lady Six Sky contributed warriors to the battle [pp. 44-5). Between
696 and 698 Naranjo records four more burnings, including a second and
final defeat of K'inichil Kab and, more importantly, the torching of the
capital of Ucanal. This resulted in the capture of its king [tzamnasj
Bahlam (a namesake of the better known Yaxchilan ruler|, who appears
as a kneeling prisoner on the face of Stela 30.¢

As he reached marurity, K'ahk’ Tiliw opened his own account with &
second wave of Campaigning. In 706 he ‘entered the city of Yootz |capital
ot a minor kingdom otherwise known from a pair of p_-||,n||_~|_{ viessels!), and
its ruler is shown battered and trampled on Stela 21, In 710 a mare
ImPpressive victory was achieved, the burning of Yaxha and the capture
oFits king. Related passages describe some of the aftermath: the exhums-
ton of a recently deceased Yaxha ruler, Yax Bolon Chaak, and 3
‘scattening’ (apparently of his bones) on an ‘island’ - perhaps Topoxteon
Lake Yaxha * Four years later Sakha’, perhaps a site close to the modem-
day Lake Saknab adjoining Lake Yaxha, was similarly burned, while the
same fate befell 4 now unidentifiable victim in.716.

A new realm
This heady sequence o
conflagration of the ea
Cxpansion. But with th,
VICUmS is identifigh)
within  easy

I early victories (Stela 22 alone reads like d
stemn Peten) gives an impression of ruthless
¢ exception of Ucanal and Tikal, none of e
¢ and the Campaigns seem aimed at modest centees
o J}"-‘”"tl“- Rather than expanding the ¢ty
former Fl'kxu'n\innruxl;::l:l -':l.x Sky’s focus may well have been reclaiming
%" resisted the new matriarchal regime, bringité

her into conflict v
wit rin —
Naranjo's expense h neighbours who had broadened their influence

feach
traditional sphere

- 4
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|Reght| Enthroned on 2 jaguar-skin
cushion, this detail from Stela 22 shows
a l4-year-old K'ahk’ Tiliw Chan Chaak.
The complex headdress he wears is
composed of elements that spell out

This name.

|Below| The name of K'ahk’ Tiliw's

wife Lady Unen Bahlam or “Baby Jaguar'
appears in three different spellings. It
was the last example, with its reclining
laguar in a classic pose of infancy, that
provided the key to its meaning and a

teading for her namesake, an carly ruler
of Tikal [pp. 26-7)

Part of Naranjo's attempts to retain control of its hard-won gains
can be detected in a marriage alliance of K'ahk’ Tiliw’s. Throughout
Mesoamerica, victorious rulers consistently sought to cement their
acquisitions by establishing a joint bloodline, marrying off children or
taking wives from their new subjects. One of his wives, Lady Unen
Bahlam (‘Baby Jaguar’) seems to have been a prize of the war against
Tuubal since she was a royal woman from this site. Elsewhere, Naranjo's
continued influence over its conquests is reflected in two ceremonies in
712. Though heavily damaged, both seem to describe the accession of
new rulers, one at Ucanal, the other probably Yootz, under the supervi-
sion of the still teenaged Naranjo king =

Naranjo's relationship with Calakmul after the death of Yich'aak
Kahk’ is still unclear. That K'ahk’ Tiliw recorded his fealty to the great
king as late as 711 suggests that it was a source of continued pride. We
have no record of K'ahk’ Tiliw's own death, though the 3 K'atun Ajaw
title he bears on his son’s Stela 13 shows that he endured until at least
727. Two broken monuments, Stelac 26 and 40 [the first bearing part of
his name, the second carved in a style typical of this period) are candi-
dates for the latter part of his reign. An important find at Lady Six Sky's
birthplace of Dos Pilas was a reference which, although damaged, seems
to indicate that she died in 741 (p. 62).2*
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The date of K'ahk’ Yipily Chan Chaak’s
inaugural monument, Stela 20, survives
anly as a Calendar Round position,
making it difficult vo place with
certainty. But since all other alternatives
fall during the reign of other kings, or arc
unacceptably early or late in termis of
style, 15 August AD 746 emverges as the
best candidate

THE SECOND HiAaTUS PERIOD: THE TIKAL WAR

The glorious epoch of K'ahk’ Tiliw Chan Chaak and Lady Six Sky ended
in another great silence, Naranjo's Second Hiatus period. At least two
reigns spanned this era, whose cause, as with the first, can be laid ar the
door of military defeat. The earliest mention of Yax Mayuy Chan Chaak
appears on Stela 18, the last monument of Naranjo’s Middle period and
dedicated to Lady Six Sky in 726. There is some possibility that its
finely incised rear face (quite unlike the relict carving of its side texts
was a later addition in which the new king sought to establish his long
connection with Lady Six Sky and K'ahk’ Tiliw. We have no record of his
inauguration, but he scems to have been K'ahk’ Tiliw's direct successoq
Prusumnhl‘v a son, who may have taken power only after the death of
l\"l'l'ldr\:m‘.p]u\\:]:\::;:: :I.l:- .ln any event, he was the incumbent _m 744 when
s arget of a decisive assault at the hands of Tikal

The fall of Wak Kabnal

One of the great woaden lintels of Tik
of this action, jis surroundin
In February 744, Tik

al Temple 4 is devoted to an aceount
& prelude, aftermath and ritual commemuoration
al launched a ‘star war’ attack against Wak Kahnal
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|Above| This passage describes Naranjo's
conguest at the hands of Tikal in ap 744,
Evidently a large ceremonial litter and
god effigy were captured at the same
time, seen here (below) etched as graffiti
on a Tikal temple wall and again

|bottom left and right] in the form of an
intricately carved wooden lintel from
Tikal Temple 4. Note the base with its
pateern of Maranjo name glyphs, with
the Tikal king triumphantly sitting in
place of his vanquished rival
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[‘Six Earth Place’), described as the ‘city of the Square-nosed Beastie’ and
presumably the Naranjo capital itself. Following passages recount the
capture of Yax Mayuy Chan Chaak’s personal god and a victory pageant
involving the display of a giant palanquin or litter, shown in the accom-
panying scene. Emblazoned Naranjo name glyphs along its base, under the
feet of the Tikal king, suggest that this is the seized throne described in
the text, while at the same time they serve in place of the prostrate prisoner
as a symbol of the kingdom's ‘trampled’ status. The consequences for the
Maranjo king were suitably dire. On Tikal Stela 5, erected just 128 days
after the battle, he is shown as a trussed captive at the feet of the Tikal king
Yik'in Chan K’awiil, probably about to meet his death (p. 49].*

A new king

The only monument that interrupts the Second Hiatus period, Stela 20,
names the next known ruler, K'ahk® Yipiiy Chan Chaak. Sct in a rather
isolated position in the eastern part of the site core, it shows him in the
standard pose of Naranjo kings, brandishing a double-headed serpent bar
and standing on a contorted capgive. The date of his accession survives
only as a Calendar Round notation, and a damaged one at that. Its most
likely placement falls in 746, two years after the Tikal war,*

Despite this promising sign of renewed stability, it is 34 years before
another Naranjo monument can be identified. This return to silence
points to continued political upheaval in the region that may well be
linked to further conflict with Tikal, In 748 Tikal captured a high-
ranking lord whose name and title link him to the Naranjo-Holmul-
Yaxha area - a triumph they celebrated on no fewer than three monu-
ments, one the enormous Tikal Rock Sculprure (p. 50).%"
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K'AHK’ UKALAW CHAN CHAAK

A parentage statement on the rear face of Stela 13 shows that the set
Naranjo king, K'ahk’ Ukalaw Chan Chaak, was a son of K'ahk' Tilw
Chan Chaak and his queen Lady Unen Bahlam. He acceded in Novembe
755 and yet, most unusually, seems not to have documented the eventia
stone for a further 25 years. In fact, all five of his known stelse wee
erected together in celebration of the 9.17.10.0.0 ending of 780." Ik &
hard to conceive thar an active and independent ruler would have ki
s0 long a period unmarked by vainglorious tributes to himself or
mportant period-endings go unrecorded. More plausible is that K'a
Ukalaw’s earlier monuments were despoiled in some military reverse ®
else that he was long under the circumscription of another kingdon
perhaps the now resurgent Tikal.

As usual, K'ahk’ Ukalaw is shown trampling vanquished foes, theugh
few of the names incised on their twisted bodies are legible today. ﬂm
military record given narrative treatment is the burning of Bital in %
the same site attacked by K'ahk’ Ukalaw’s grandmother 82 years betore
Stela 11, which Scems to be another of his works, records 4 siml¥
action, possibly dated 1o 777
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Stela 6, erected in AD 780, shows K’ahk’
Ukalaw at his inauguration in 755.

|Opposite above) Stela 13 provides this
resolute portrait of K'ahk’ Ukalaw Chan
Chaak in an 780

F"I-l reasons that remain unclear
P\r;lhk Ukalaw made extensive use
i 38

Fan alterative name: 'He of Flint’,
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Rather confusingly, some of K'ahk’ Ukalaw monuments refer to him
by a quite different name, ‘He of Flint’ (perhaps his childhood moniker).
Nuptial ties make clear that we are dealing with one and the same
character, married to a Lady Shell Star, a royal ix ajaw of Yaxha.” As with
K’ahk’ Tiliw’s union to a woman of Tuubal, this marriage may have fol-
lowed from its earlier conquest. Lady Shell Star provided him with his
main inheritor, Itzamnaaj K’awiil. What seems to be a second son
appears on a plate excavated at the site of Holmul, north of Naranjo.
Nicknamed Bat K’awiil, he carries a full emblem glyph and on this evi-
dence may have been a short-reigning successor.

In addition to their shamanic powers
as communicators with the gods,

Maya kings were also ascribed mystical
alter egos, "spirit companions’ or 'co-
essences’. Known in Classic Mayan

as their way (pronounced ‘why'}, these
counterparts took the form of
fantastical beasts, often combinations
of two creatures, like the Old World

griffin or satyr. Similar beliefs survive in
some present-day Maya communities,
where the companions are thought to
reside within the body by day, but by
night roam about causing mischief.™

The spirit companions of kings: (top) This
‘wnrolled’ cylinder vase of K'ahk" Tiliw Chan
Chaak shows a crowded scene of spirit
companions belonging to kings from, among
others, Tikal, Calakmul and Caracol; (left)
The ‘White Bone House Centipede’, the way
of Palenque; (below) The sun-bellied jaguar
way, one of several possessed by the kings
of Calakrmul.
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[Above) The reign of Itzamnaai K'awiil
brought renewed seability and military

success to the Naranjo kingdom. Stela 8,
AD BOO.

While mythic resonances arc felt
throughout Maya politics, rarcly are
they described o explicit Iy as in
Naranjo's w:alx against Yaxha. The
supernatural episode in which a youn,
#od puluy ‘burns’ an aged jaguar duuyxn
known from a painted vase (far right)
The myth iself is first retold on
ltzdmnaaj K'awiil's Stela 35, then
re-enacted an its front face (righy),
where, flaming rorch in hands, the
king threatens to immolate his
prisoner Kinich Lakamtuun

ITZAMNAA] K'AWIIL

Fewer than four years after K'ahk’ Ukalaw’s great display of ;
was dead and succeeded by his 13-year-old son Itzamnaaj
rule heralds a return to regular monumental activity, with
erected between 790 and 810, Unfortunately, most are rather u
tive, dealing with his genealogical pedigree and the ntmdml
ceremonies.

Happily, Stelae 12 and 35 are more detailed than Itzamn
other monuments; they expand on military themes and the ru
important campaign, a new war against Yaxha. His strong kin
this city, as the son of a Yaxha queen, had clearly failed to unite
ests of these old adversaries (demonstrating the feeble nature ¢
bonds). Stela 12 begins with attacks against three locations -
satellites of Yaxha - within a few days of each other in Feb
leading to assaults on the city itself in July and September. Tikal
tioned twice during this narrative, although neither appea
sufficiently well preserved to determine its role, ;

The final, decisive battle receives special treatment on Stela 35. Th
begins, rather unusually, with a mythological episode known frome
sources, in which a reclining jaguar deity is ‘burned’ by a young god'
Moving to contemporary events, we are told of the defeat of the ¥
king K’inich Lakamtuun [‘Radiant Banner Stone (Stela)’), expre:
the ‘beheading’ of his personal deity. Why did Itzamnaaj K'awiil choos
to parallel these two events, which show no obvious connection!

answer is to be found on Yaxha Stela 31, commissioned by

J\’/_\' K'inich Lakamtuun just two years earlier in 797. Here oae

\ of his own war successes, a capture in 796, is credited 0.

]\ the same jaguar deity, identifying it as an important wi

i patron of the Yaxha kingdom. The front face o

,.f_\t x'_'\_k Itzamnaaj K'awiil’s Stela 35 shows a fif J

@; ", Pplaying out of the paradigm as, dressed as t
&

victorious young god and holding &
flaming torch, the ruler re-enacts the 0
with the bound Yaxha king as its victim.®




g
g g
. W

\ﬂw\

WAXAKLAJUUN UBAAH K'AWIIL

- Aprar Arpsiaon
u:::n‘.::’--“ 24 hune 814
K AL S (9.19.4.1.1

18 wnages of 1 Imix 19 Mo}
el Monument
Adgo AnOWR o8 Stela 32
Fuuder M, 18
| Rabbit, 18 JOG

The troubled Terminal Classic, a period
o steep decline for most of the great
ciues, saw contrasting growth for some
of their satellites. One of these was a site
‘!:nc to Naranjo called Xunantunich
Already set high on a defensible hillvop,
it turther dominared the landscape with
Apyramid some 131 ft (40 m) in height
today known as the Castillo, The site
has been the subject of excavations by
Richard Leventhal and Wendy Ashmore
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An intriguing denouement may be described in a passage on Stela 8,
which was erected together with Stelae 12 and 35 in B00. On a day a few
months after the battle, it appears to mention a woman whose title
phrase concludes with the name K'inich Lakamtuun. Could this refer to
[tzamnaaj K'awiil’s marriage to the widow or another relative of the
vanquished Yaxha king?

WAxAmeun; UsAAH K’'awnL

Four years after the final reference to Itzamnaaj K'awiil in 810, Naranjo’s
last known ruler, Waxaklajuun Ubaah K'awiil, took office. His
Stela 32, erected in May 820, was one of the most exuberant sculptures
produced at the site and showed the king seated on a ceremonial
palanquin, swathed in billowing fire emerging from torch-pierced heads
of k'awiil its remains have since been destroyed by looters), This event
took place in March 820, not, it seems, at Naranjo, but at the site of
Ucanal. Some clues to its significance can be gleaned from a text
incised on the steps leading to the king's throne, which describes the
presentation of bundled tribute items on two occasions in 815 (whose
contents may be referred to metaphorically as k'uk’ bahlam 'quetzals
and jaguars’]. Uniquely, the tribute items are specified as being in units of
40 and 100.*

Further activity is represented by the stylistically late Stela 9, whose
multi-figure composition is typical of Cyele 10, that is, after 830. By now,
stelae were also being erected at Xunantunich, a rapidly expanding site
perched on a hilltop high above the Mopan River, 8 miles (13 km) to the
southeast of Naranjo. It is unclear whether this had become a new,
fortress-like retreat for the traditional dynasty (one of its texts may
show a Naranjo emblem glyph), or whether a provincial lineage was now
asserting its claim to kingship as central authority faltered. Its
monuments are badly weathered, but surviving dates extend only as far as
830, suggesting that elite occupation here did not long outlast that at
Naranjo itself.




[
s
B-Group Ballcou

Earty Clansit coche
af it

| [T
’ ! gh e
Structure A6 IL -

Adroug Baliooget

Structum A1

South Acropalin

* ity

z

-

« Other momnen

200 m gra

* | Costs i K rapuin

LT

B-Group
Plaua

£

[T ..‘" .
o -
. "f —
- i
& S ,
- . ’
L
slaraol
he
LT
L]
-
itemhe 0 M




o P

NCE THOUGHT TO BE OF ONLY MODEST s1Z€ and something of a political
backwater, discoveries in recent years have revolutionized our view
of Caracol, Surveys beyond its relatively compact central core have
revealed a densely settled hinterland, heavily modified by agricultural
terracing, This peripheral area was linked to the seat of government by a
wide-ranging network of raised roads built of rubble and compacted plas-
ter. Epigraphic finds have had an equally important role in this
re-assessment. Possessing strong links with the greatest Maya powers,
Caracol was a key player in the diplomatic and military manoeuvrings of
the once obscure transition between the Early and Late Classic. A still
mysterious sethack led to a hiatus in building and monument dedica-
tions spanning a century or more of the latter, but the city revived itsel
to become one of the more vibrant centres of the twilight Terminal
Classic, Investigation of the site and its environs began in 1985, con-
ducted by the University of Central Florida's Arlen and Diane Chase
More recently, major work in the site core has been directed by the gov-
ernment of Belize under archaeologist Jaime Awe

700
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Te’ K’ab Chaak
331-349>

K’ahk’ Ujol K'inich I
Ruler 1

c. 470

Yajaw Te’ K'inich I

484-514>

K’'anl

Ruler I

531-534>
The upper section of Stela 20 showsss
unknown Caracol king with the date
8.18.4.4.14 (aD 400).

EARrLY KINGS OF CARACOL

The first royal name recorded at Caracol, Te’ K’ab Chaak (‘Tree Branch
Rain God’), appears in two Late Classic texts, one placing him in 331 the ¥Seag :
other 349. The first is poorly understood, the second largely illegible, but SRS
their antiquity and importance to later kings could well point to Te'Kab
Chaak as Caracol’s dynastic progenitor.’

Information about Te’ Kab Chaak’s immediate successors is sparse. A
surviving section of Stela 23 supplies a date falling between 361 and 420
It includes the combination vajaw te’ ‘Lord of the Tree’, very likely patt
of the name Yajaw Te’ K'inich, one of several recurring royal f“‘?"
Caracol. The recently excavated upper portion of Stela 20 gives a
accession date in 400, but the name of the pictured king does not survise
No monuments are known from the reign of K'ahk’ Ujol K'inich I/Fie
headed Sun God'), whose place in the chronology is still uncertain. HS
fame appears in a genealogy from the 6th-century Stela 16 and again 884
belt device shown on the later Stela 6.2 Such ornaments often spell anee®
tral names such as this, though their precise relevance is obscuf®
Caracol history takes a more substantial form with the accessios
Yajaw Te’ K'inich 1 i 484. His Stela 13, celebrating the end of the

N e B

S

|
|
|
F



mlﬂ
he dase

»p Braxc!
n 331
gible, b
pTe' K2

ROYAL mtt.‘s_i"r_(;n:gm.

Utk most Classic kings, the nplers
of Caracol dgid not use 8 comventional
emblem ghyph, the titie based on the
formulaic k 'ubul ajaw “holy lord". I
ts place we find k'uhul k'antumaak,
which may include the term maak
‘person’. It seems to have been used
more widaly than orthodox emblems
and defined a stratum of leading
lgrds. Another royal tithe, ux wilz &jaw
Thige Hilts Lord” — especially popular
in the Erly Classic — was derived
from the Caracol piace-name
Uwitra’.’

Structure A-6 is the largest of four
buildings set on a large platiorm
overlooking the A-Group Plaza
Excavation of its successive
construction phases has vielded
reaching h

as far
cache of
4, 15 and

| significance this
ighout Caracol’s history.
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K’atun in 514, establishes a model of upright and conservative royal por-
traiture that Caracol followed for the next century. Its incised text has
weathered badly, but originally included a pedigree naming his parents
and possibly grandparents as well,

K'anl

Yajaw Te' K'inich’s son, K'an 1, seems to have succeeded him in 531. The
two monuments that detail his reign were found buried in a special
deposit close to A-6. Stela 15 was carved in slate, one of Caracol’s
favourite media, quarried from the nearby Maya Mountains. It is a good
example both of this stone's fine-grained texture and its tendency to
shatter into small fragments. Thus, only part of this long inscription can

now be read. His presumed accession was ‘supervised” by a higher author-
ity, but it is unclear if this was a divine being or one of the region’s
dominant ‘overkings’. The text goes on to describe an otherwise unknown
chak ‘axe’ attack against Uxwitza’' ["Three Hill Water’) - the ancient
name of Caracol - and mentions lords from both the Snake kingdom and
Tikal. Given the retrospective nature of many Caracol texts, it is hard to
be certain when, and under whose reign, these events occurred. K'an I's
only K'atun-ending, 9.5.0.0.0 of 534, was celebrated on Stela 16, Much of
its text is taken up by a list of other characters, including his parents, his
grandfather K'ahk' Ujol K'inich 1 and a royal woman from Xultun. Less
explicable is the inclusion of Bahlam Nehn, the recent ruler of Copan,

though he may have been another relative or political ally.*

520 530 540 550 560
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YAJAW TE' K'INICH Il

Giyphic spelling Whes
yar-AJAW-wa TE' Lady 1, Lacy Batz'
KINICH[?] Ex’
{"Lord of the Father
Lineage? Sun God") Kanl

Also knomm as Mothar
Ruler 1, Lord Wates, Lady K'al Kinich
Lord Mulue Brother

Accession Chekaj K'inich?
16 April 553 Sons
(9.5.19.1.2 Knot Ajaw, Kan Il
91k'5 Wo) Monuments

Stelae 1,47 & 14;
| | Atars 1,6, & 24 |
&
R
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Yajaw Te’ K'inich II
Ruler IT1
553-593>

Knot Ajaw
Ruler IV
599-613>

K’an Il
Ruler V
618-658

This portrait of Yajaw Te’ K'inich Il
appears on Stela 6, commissioned by
his son Knot Ajaw in 603.

Yajaw Te’ K'iNicH I

With the accession of K'an I's son Yajaw Te’ K'inich II in 553 we geta
much clearer picture of Caracol’s place in the political geography of the
Early Classic. A period of diplomatic and military tumult in the first few
years of his reign would see Caracol move from the orbit of one great
power, Tikal, to that of its rival, the Snake kingdom. The success of
Yajaw Te’ K'inich's stewardship can be measured in the century-long era
of prosperity that followed, setting Caracol on the road from the minor
capital he inherited to the metropolis it would ultimately become.
Yajaw Te’ K'inich IT’s first monument, Stela 14, erected less than a year
after his elevation, commemorates the 9.6.0.0.0 ending of 554. But the
real story of his reign unfolds elsewhere, on Altar 21, an especially elabo-
rate ‘Giant Ajaw’ stone commissioned by his son K’an II in 633 (s
panel). Now splintered into many fragments and with much of its long

text quite destroyed, it nonetheless ranks among the most important his
torical finds in the Maya area ’

Caracol as a client kingdom

Altar 21 is one of two later texts that add a detail about Yajaw T¢

580 590




" GIANT AJAW’ ALTARS

The completion of the 20-year K'atun
was marked by a variety of
ceremonies. In addition to the
erection of & stela there was usually
the dedication of an accompanying
altar. Caracol was one of the cities
that produced a specially embellished
form, the ‘Giant Ajaw’ altar, of which
18 have been discovered at the site
thus far. Each is inscribed with a large
glyph, the day on which the relevant
K'atun ended (one of 13 possible
positions from the 260-day Tzolk'in,
all falling on the day Ajaw). The
earliest, inscribed 2 Ajaw,
corresponds to the 9.3.0.0.0 mark
of 495; the last, with 7 Ajaw, the
10.0.0.0.0 ending of 830. This
system of identifying individual
K'atuns survived the Sth-century
collapse to become the principal
means of reckoning time in the
Postclassic, as seen in the Books
of Chilam Balam, native annals of the
Colonial period. From these sources

we g we know that K’'atuns sharing the
aphy o & same ending day shared the same
he firsthes basic prophecies, part of the Maya's
o conception of cyclical history.
g Altar 19, found in the A-Group Plaza,

SuCees bears the day position 1 Ajaw, equivalent
ary-long & 108.10.0.0.0 or 24 January 633.
t the min
ome.

thanaie
54, Burth
iallyd®*

in 633

of its ¥
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Yajaw TeE' K'mvice I to K'an 11 B9

Now badly
smashed, Altar 21
was commissioned
by Kan Il to
celebrate the
92.10.0,0.0 K'atun-
ending of Ap 633
and set in the
central playing
alley of the A-
Group Ballcourt.
The bulk of its
text concerns the
life of his father
Yajaw Te’ K'inich
Il and Caracol’s
6th-century
interactions with
the dominant
powers Tikal and
the Snake
kingdom later
associated with
Calakmul.

K'inich’s inauguration that finds no mention on his own, contemporary
Stela 14. Crucially, it reveals that the ceremony took place under the
supervision and sponsorship of the Tikal king Wak Chan K'awiil (p. 39).¢
While the power of Early Classic Tikal has long been inferred from its
huge size (it dwarfed every rival of the time), few signs of its political
muscle can be detected in inscriptions. This rare instance is all the more i
valuable because it demonstrates that affiliate kings were able to sup- |
press this kind of information on their own monuments. Yajaw Te'
K'inich’s subordination is revealed to us only as later kings sought to

explain the turbulent course of events and the dramatic reversal in
Caracol’s alignment. Tikal-Caracol relations collapsed within three

years, erupting into violence in April 556 when Tikal inflicted a ch’ak or i
‘axe’ event against its erstwhile client.’

The breaking of Early Classic Tikal
In narrative terms, these episodes serve as a prologue to the climactic !
events of six years later. In April 562 Tikal’s Wak Chan K’awiil fell victim to |
a ‘star war’ action — a defeat that would change the course of Early Classic |
history. Altar 21 once went on to give a detailed account of its aftermath,
with further mention of the Tikal king as well as his counterpart from
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the Snake kingdom, but now little more can be extracted from this bugy
damaged section. Such accounts n;uall'.v concern lhc_dnp[gy and trey,
ment of prisoners, a prelude to their sacrifice, increasing the likehhogg
that Wak Chan K'awiil did not lung_survjve the encounter. The sy,
polity’s involvement in the proceedings is highly significant ang may
resolve the biggest remaining question about the war - the sdentity
Tikal's congueror,

While it is attractive to see a vengeful Caracol, smarting from its Feceny
injury, as the assailant, there are problems with this David and Goliay |
scenario, When it comes to the victor’s name, the surviving &lyph out. . rl
lines show no correspondence to the names or titles of Yajaw Te' Klinich,
| Instead, those that remain are fully consistent with the glyphs of Sky

B\

Witness, the current Snake king.* Caracol provides other examples of | | st ";
crediting vietory to a foreign power; it ascribes two later “star way' i .‘-""" ~I‘
umphs to this same kingdom, While caution is still required, Sky Wimes | »=_
emerges as much the better candidate for the stunning victory of 562 The -.-" .I
impact of this reverse is reflected in the immediate onset of Tikal's 13 i‘d i
Decply conservative in theirscalptuzal ~ Yo3T silence, a period dumll,q which Caracol undoubtedly prospered, ba : ll
style, retaining anachronistic details the Snake kings rose to regional supremacy (pp. 104-10).* 'l
of costuming and pose superseded - i
ebsewhere, Catagol artisans produced Later life (.
this depiction of a richly attired Knot joH :
Alaw on Stels 5 of An 613 A broken section of Stela 4, probably from 583, shows that Yajaw T | %

K’inich’s new liaison with the Snake kingdom continued and tells of its
ruler Scroll Serpent supervising some now lost event. Yajaw Te' K'inich
lived to see his third full K'atun ceremony as king, his last monuments,
Stela 1 and Altar 1, marking the 9.8.0.0.0 ending of 593, He was sug
ceeded by his 23-year-old son Knot Ajaw in June 599, but only after an
intriguing reference to a huun ajaw, a ‘royal headband’ and soon aftertf
yunen ‘to his child’." Four years later, the 9.8.10.0,0 ending of 603 is sald
to have been ilaj or ‘seen’ by Yajaw Te’ K'inich - an expression ranly
applied in ‘beyond the grave’ contexts. Conceivably, these are signs that
the aged king adopted his son as co-ruler during his final years."!

e

IENDT Ajaw

et

Although one of Caracol’s lesser-known figures, Knot Ajaw’s monumes:
tal legacy was once impressive, with a set of two, or more prohably theee
stelac forming a line to the west of Structure A-13. His first, Steh 8§ G
erccted in 603, is notable both for the length of its inscription originally
over 144 glyphs) and its unusual twin portraits, showiny the king and b
father on Opposing faces, It includes two mentions of Chekaj Kinichy
another lord to carry the Caracol emblem glyph. He is described 484
Yitz'in ‘younger brother, apparently of Yajaw Te’ K'inich, suggesting !
he served as some kind of ‘guardian uncle’ to Knot Ajaw. Stela 5, whi¢?

y =

f 3

7 5
— ;i?':‘ malrk.'\ the end of the 9¢)y K'atun in 613, shows Knot Ajaw in ¢laborate
d TR Y ‘._ {-PEL«;:I *:;mt' holding his serpent-headed ceremonial bar horizontally across the
SO TR - | | =
/ CNEstin an archaic Early Classic style. On all sides he is surround
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the open maws of serpents and other ‘poreal’ openings to the supernatural
realm of the dead, each of which disgorges an ancestor named by their
{maostly illegible] glyphic headdresses. Originally, this scene portrayed a
dynastic genealogy stretching back at least four generations,

K'AN 1T
Perhaps the most successful of all Caracol rulers, K'an Il's 40-year reign
saw a surge of growth at Uxwitza', with a burgeoning of the surrounding
settlement and corresponding expansion of the road network. It is clear
that this new wealth was not restricted to the leading clite, but spread
among a much broader section of society. Even some distance outside the
city centre, building quality is high and tombs well stocked with valuables.2
Born in 588, K'an II's boyhood name was sak witzil baah "‘White Hilly
Gopher', He took his grandfather’s regnal name at his inauguration in
618 but, in a pattern seen elsewhere, he very often combined it with his
original monicker so that the two might not be confused. He was the son
of a junior wife of Yajaw Te' K'inich Il and a half-brother of Knot Ajaw. !
This slight deviation in the succession put him at some pains to stress
his legitimacy and raise the profile of his mother. His most important
monument, Stela 3, addresses both issues. It describes his nitual bloodlet-
ting under the direction of his father at the age of five, an ordeal always
used as a claim to nightful inheritance. His father's reign is given a
lengthy account on Altar 21, recalling each of his K'atun-endings (though
the 9th K'atun presided over by his brother is omitted and K'an 11 ignores
his rule entirely).

Caracol’s queen mother

K'an II's mother, Lady Batz’ Ek’, *arrived in the centre of Uxwitza’ in Sep-
tember 584. By then she was 18 years of age, her hushband - who had
already been in power for 31 years - much her senior. The sons of junior
wives often lavished attention on their maternal background, but her
role as ‘witness’ to K'an II's accession and overall prominence |almost
half of the Stela 3 text is devoted to her) suggests that she took an cffec-
tive political role too.

In 1986 excavations within the B-19 pyramid, one of three on the
massive Caana platform that dominates the centre of the city [pp. 92-3),
encountered a major tomb. It proved to be that of an adult female, accom-
panied by rich offerings of jadeite jewelry and ceramics.” The north wall
is painted with a Long Count date that seems to be 9.10.1.12.11, or 27
September 634, probably the day of her burial. This high-status location
would certainly be appropriate for Lady Batz' EK’, who would have been
68 years old at the time

The Naranjo wars
Caracol’s links with the dynasty of the Snake, developed during his
father's reign, were of cr|[|\_'_|i importance to Kanll .lr]d hie I.il'l-llll-'\l th‘II'I
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at some length. They include a now lost cvcmlpcrimmud undathu*__:
of Yuknoom Ti’ Chan (619); the accession of his successor Tajoom Uk'ab
Kahk' (622); a gift received from this king (627); and his death (6300 s
well as two war successes of Yuknoom Head (631 and 636!.. E\rm#
long-dead Sky Witness was recalled, perhaps a statement of h_li dcnt::’:n
572, These diplomatic contacts underpinned a military alliance, best
seen in the coordinated campaign they conducted against the kingdom
of Naranjo -

K'an II's contribution began with an attack against ‘Ko-Bent-Cauac’, a
site close to Naranjo, in May 626. The same site was attacked again 8
days later, while a battle in May the following year against a place called
Tzam always appears as part of this series. There is no mention of partic
tpation from Snake rulers, but the record of a ballgame event joiten
linked to prisoner sacrifice] by Tajoom Uk’ab K'ahk’ on the day of the
victory over Tzam is suggestive of some involvement. Certainly whes
the decisive assault on Naranjo took place in December 631 it was at the
hands of the serpent State, now firmly established ar Calakmul."*

K'an [I's most elaborate record of the campaign took the form of &
hieroglyphic stairway, Found ar Naranio, it has long been seen as a o
qUEst monument erected by Caracol during an extended oceupation; I8
final condition, incomplete and set in an illegible order, is taken as 4 S0
that it was subsequently ‘kiljed’ by a revived Naranjo dynasty. But #
small, marching tragment found in fallen rubble gt Caracol now offers?
real chance that thjs major work, that in every other way r:.-um“‘f‘
Caracol Mmonument, once had its home at Caracol. In this scenario, itW®

ot
tom from jgs original location during a later Naranjo assault and p
Carmied away a5 4y phies (p. 73),

Ir
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structure at Carncol. Tts form echoes
a Preclassic model, a platform
crowned by three pyramids a 4
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KAHK' UJOL K'INICH II

Glyphic spelling Accession
KAHK u 22 june 658
JOL|K'INICH] (9.11.5.14.0
(‘Fire-headed Sun 12 Ajaw 18 Xul)
God') Monuments

Als0 known as Stucco texts from
Ruler VI, Smoking Structure B-16-sub
Shull 1l and B-18; La Rejolla |

| Stela3
&
a?"
&

K’ahk’ Ujol K'inich II
Ruler VI
658-680>

Ruler VII

>702>

Carved from slate extracted from the
nearby Maya Mountains, this stela
fragment depicts a Caracol ruler whose
name is now lost. He is shown with a
dwarf and a kneeling captive. The latter
is identified by caption as a k'uhul ajaw
or ‘holy lord’, though it is too damaged
to identify securely. Stela 21, an 702,

K‘AHK’_UJUL K’!NiCH 11

By the summer of 658, K'an Il was in his 70th year and, we must suspect,
in less than good health. In the normal course of events a Maya king
would be firmly in his grave before another took his place, but here
the convention was broken (as it may have been once before, p. 90! 0
allow the inauguration of a successor, K'ahk’ Ujol K'inich II, while the
old king still lived. Whether designed to forestall a disputed successionof
to meet some urgent political imperative, its precise circumstances are
unknown. The lack of any parentage statement for K’ahk’ Ujol K'inich
means we cannot even be sure that he was a son of K'an I1. The ceremony
took place on 22 June and was quickly followed by K’an IIs death, thei
reigns overlapping by just 29 days.”

The fall of Uxwitza’

This transfer of power is described in a stucco band from the Caana pla®
form, one of only two such records from K’ahk’ Ujol K'inich’s reign ©
survive at Caracol itself. It appe
II's victories and something
during the king's

ars midway between a recounting of Kad

. : 680,
altogether less glorious. In February 68

22nd regnal year, the Caracol capital Uxwitza' Was the

[z [

FE/
.‘.'.‘3’.'
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Seen here under excavation, this stucco
band once ran along the buried fagade of
Seructure B-16 on the summit of Caana
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- Uiol K'inich 11, including the ‘star war’
sttack Naranjo inflicted on Caracol in
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victim of a ‘star war’ assault, its capture or ravishing
at the hands of rival Naranjo (p. 73). Mention of this
disaster is followed by the laconic ‘60 days later
K’'ahk’ Ujol K'inich arrived at Uxwitza”. Forced
from his capital by the fighting, it scems to have
been two months before he could safely return.

Where might the king have taken refuge? This
cannot be answered with any certainty, but it is
interesting that La Rejolla, an important satellite
occupying a defensible hilltop close to the
Chiquibul River 7.5 miles |12 km) to the northwest,
contains the only known stela of K'ahk’ Ujol K'inich
II. The stucco band continues, but has yet to be fully
excavated. It seems likely that the text did not end with Caracol’s
humiliation but, in accordance with other narratives of this kind, went
on to describe some subsequent vengeance over its old enemy. '

CARACOL'S Hiatus: AD 680-798

This is the last we hear of K’ahk’ Ujol K'inich II and the record at Caracol is
severely disrupted for the next 118 years. Such hiatus periods are invari-
ably a sign of political crisis and where, as here, they coincide with a halt in
all major construction, the trauma was clearly profound and prolonged.
Further defeats can be strongly suspected. It may well be significant that
traditional enemies such as Tikal and Naranjo flourished for much this
time, while Caracol’s great ally Calakmul suffered defeat and decline.

Some fallen stucco hieroglyphs from structures on the Caana complex
refer to this interval, but only one monument is known: a lower section
of Stela 21 dated to the 9.13.10.0.0 ending of 702. Worked in fine-grained
slate, this richly detailed piece shows a king accompanied by a dwarf and
bound captive. There is an earlier date (perhaps from 687) but the name of
its patron, dubbed Ruler VII, is entirely missing.

A candidate for this king comes from the painted cave of Naj Tunich,
29 miles (46 km) to the south of Caracol. Discovered only in 1979, a huge
entrance leads to a series of passageways with walls once painted with
finely rendered figures and inscriptions (p. 97). It was clearly an impor-
tant site of pilgrimage and its texts record visits by the lords of both
nearby and distant polities. Among them, in a passage dated to 692,
appears a Caracol lord called Tz'ayaj K'ahk’. He lacks the kingly ‘holy’
prefix to his emblem title and so his precise status remains uncertain, '
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TUM YOHL K'INICH

Glyphic speliing
tu-mu0:L K'INICH
{*?- hearted Sun
God

Also known as
Ruler Vil

K'INICH JOY K'AWIIL

Glyphic spelling Accession

K'INICH 8 December 709
JOY| W AWILHI (9.189.59
(‘Radiant Tied 6 Muluk 2 K'ayab)
K awiil') Monuments

Also known as Stelae 97 & 11:
Ruler X, Mahk'ina Altars 3 & 23;

God K, K'inich Hok Ballcourt Markers
K awiil 384

780

K’an 111
Ruler XII
>835-849

Tum Yohl
K’inich
Ruler VIII
)?93?)

K’inich Joy
K’awiil
Ruler IX
799-803>

K’inich Toobil
Yopaat

Ruler X
>810-830>

Tum Yout K'iINicH AND K'INICH Joy K’ AwiiL

The next character in Caracol history, Tum Yohl K'inich, is an elusive
one. Despite his designation as Ruler VIII some doubt remains as 0
whether he was a true king, or even that all appearances of the name
represent the same person. He first appears in the cave of Naj T“”‘Fh'
though, as with Tz’ayaj K’ahk’, the lack of the ‘holy’ prefix to his tite
leaves his status in some doubt. On a date that remains di“@h 2
interpret, he is involved in a ‘fire-bearing’ ritual under the supervision
a lord or ruler of Ixkun. a kingdom 21.5 miles (35 km) to Caracol’s south
west (this rare expression otherwise appears only at Ixkun itself, where!

i 3 - = ¥ F ) ‘;':lll
occurs in the midst of a war narrative) 2 A lord of Calakmul is invol h
In some related event. |
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Above) K'inich Joy K'awiil as seen on
Gtela 11, an 8OO

(Right) Deep in the cave of Naj Tunich,
this fine example of painted calligraphy
records a “fire-bearing’ conducted by
Tum Yohl K'inich under the supervision
of a lord of Ixkun. The text goes on to
mention the Calakmul lord Yax Mo’
Suutz’ (‘First Macaw Bat'). Drawing 82

Below] Altar 23 celebrates the capture
of kings from Bital and Ucanal, shown
with hands bound behind their backs

seated on stone tables or altars. ap 800

abl

< ____Tum YlEL Er_rEHERum XIII 97

being the B-Group Ballcourt. Of the three carved markers set into its
central playing alley, one provides his accession date in 799, another the
earliest date we have for his reign, 798 - a stone that also tracks back 467
vears to the time of the ‘founder’ Te’ K'ab Chaak.®

K'inich Joy Kawiil’s fine Stela 11, erected in the A-Group Plaza in 800,
mentions Tum Yohl K'inich in a way that might suggest the latter was
the king’s father. But this idea runs into difficulties with the most

interesting of Joy K'awiil’s monuments, Altar 23. Found in

the B Plaza and also dated to 800, it shows two bound

TN captives, rulers of Ucanal and Bital. The important

but little-known Ucanal kingdom was another to

flourish during Caracol’s Hiatus, while Bital

\  was a more minor polity only otherwise

mentioned as a defeated foe of Naranjo.** The

seizures themselves are credited to a Tum

Yohl K'inich, who bears the same titles as the

‘father’ from Stela 11. Caracol rulers often

devoted attention to their fathers’ lives, but

the phrasing here suggests that these are

contemporary events under the direction of

/"'; K'inich Joy K’awiil. The implication is that this

particular Tum Yohl K'inich was a high-ranking
licutenant or living relative of the king.
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We arc given some lengthy name phrases for the

next Caragg) Tuley
though most can be reduced to the key compe

ment of Koinich Trrét
Yopaat. The kingdom’s Terminal Classic renaissance CONtinge
unabated, while stylistic changes typical of this period [‘cany

CrSationy]
scenes and other thematic innovations) are felt for the

Hrst time Fire
or six monuments can be atrributed to Toobil Yopaat, mast of them sige]

in the B-Group Plaza. One of the carliest, Stela 18, bears 4 large ind

unconventional skeletal serpent or centipede; its text, recording the eng
of the 19th K'atun in 810, is inscribed along its curving body. Stely i
of more orthodox design but great stature lover 11,5 f or 35 m i
height), followed in 820, a year which also saw the dedic
alvar stones

Aavon of mwy

Below) Alvar 12 was once anaociaed
with Stela 19 at the suthern end of
the B-Group Plaza, fac
pyramid. K'inich Te
converses with his ally Papa
Ucanal, whose throne de
identifying toponym for tha
wcomic spelling of kanwi
Hill Place’. The surrounding text gives
turther details of Caracol-Ucanal
relations, possibly including the capus
of the same Ucanal ruler seen en Altat
23 (see p. 97). An K20,
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The two stones show Toobil Yopaat in the company of a lord linked to
Ucanal called Papamalil™ The precise relationship between the two
kingdoms at this stage is unclear, but it was certainly very different from
the hosulity of Joy K'awiil's reign. They participated jointly in cere-
monics undertaken at both cities and were allies in war, though their
campaigns — among the very last recorded by the Classic Maya - are little
understood. The larger Altar 12 includes a mention of Tum Yohl K'inich
performing a ‘throne’ ceremony at Ueanal, perhaps in 793. It also names
another holder of the Caracol emblem, a potential ruler called Thil
Tz'aabil [possibly in some kind of mortuary rite).

Toobil Yopaat's known building works are restricted to the Caana
platform. Temple B-18, surmounting the westernmost pyramid, was
remodelled and a serics of stucco glyphic medallions set into its fagade
Now fallen and shattered, surviving sections include prominent
references to Papamalil. Finally, at the foot of adjacent B-19, it may have
been Toobil Yopaat who set the giant ajaw altar inscribed 7 Ajaw, record-
ing the key Bak'tun-ending of 10.0.0.0.0 in March 830. In more than one

sense this was the end of an era for Caracol

K’an IIT anp Rurer X111

Although Caracol had initially profited from the changing climate of the
Terminal Classic, it could not long escape the crisis that had already
brought many fellow kingdoms to their knees. Caracol’s own descent
spanned the reigns of two rulers, their monuments manifest examples of

powerful trends afoot, While royal monuments were previously erected
in the centre of the eity, the year 849 saw Caracol’s penultimate king,
K'an IT1, set Stela 17 and its associaved Alvar 10 in an outlying residential
group. Like Toobil Yopaat before him, the king shares prominence on
these monuments with other lords, leading nobles or outsiders. There is
a strong sense that autocratic Lum‘-]hp s h:ll-'ln.a‘_ o .hLI;'t 1o new
circumstances, that kings now need to negotiate their position with rela
tives or magnates whose power matches or even exceeds their own. The
earliest monument of his reign, dating to 835, was set up even further
away, in the secondary site of Mountain Cow, close to Hatzcab Ceel
An important Early Classic centre, this was one of the local rivals
Caracol absorbed as it rose to dominance in the region. The late strength
ening of which increasing activiey
throughout the lowlands, undoubtedly reflects this growing debilitation

satellite communities, show
of centralized power.

The last known king of Caracol, Ruler XITI [whose name only partially
survives), left the all u[\]\]m Stela 10, whose crudity of carving and
abbreviated chronology distinguish it from true Classic traditions
Its final glyph, the day 4 Ajaw, would seem to mark the half-K'atun
10.1.10.0.0 of 859, There are no further signs of elite activity at Caracol
on continued amid the crumbling city

and, even though some occupa

no later lord of Uxwitza' engraved his heroic deeds in stone
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AAN, THE KINGDOM OF THE ‘SNAKE’, was one of the most important I
d powerful of all Classic Maya kingdoms. During the 6th and

Il Tth centuries it eclipsed its arch-rival Tikal and succeeded in building a !
| widespread ‘overkingship’, whose influence was felt in the farthest cor- i
| /| ners of the Maya world [pp. 20-1). The correct identification of its capital ‘.| |

l} | has long been a perplexing problem. Calakmul certainly took that role in |
1 the Late Classic, but in earlier times its seat of power may have resided i

s further to the north, perhaps at the site of Dzibanche. Il

| 1 Discovered only in 1931, both the remarkable size of Calakmul and its

L,-P-" profusion of monuments immediately pointed to its significance.

|

Probably the largest Classic city, it ranges over more than 11 sq- miles (30
5q. km) and boasts at least 117 monuments. But the chalky local lime-
stone has proved all too vulnerable to the harsh tropical rains and on
most little more than dates survive. Accordingly, it has taken time to
penctrate the Snake kingdom’s history and assemble a king list of any
length or detail. Although it still presents many puzzles, recent discover-
ies at Calakmul can be combined with a greater understanding of its

| numerous foreign mentions to lift the veil from this long-silent colossus.
Its ruins were investigated by William Folan between 1984 and 1994 and '
since 1994 by a large-scale project of the Mexican Instituto Nacional de
Antropologia ¢ Historia (INAH) led by Ramén Carrasco.
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According to the ‘Dynastic Vase'

list the founder of the

‘Skyraiser

s
%

Glyphic spelling

!uiliul'-.ﬁo
malCH'E:N?}na

' king
Snake’s polity was

Yuknoom Ch’een I

]
4

K’altuun Hix
»520-546>

Sky Witness

>561-572

Yax Yopaat

572-579

A series of 11 painted vessels, dubbed the
‘Dynastic Vases’, describe the accessions
of Snake rulers. Although they include
many historical names, this listing
seems to be either ancestral or legendary.

THE_ Fmgr SJAEE K:NGS

While at least an outline history for Calakmul and the Snake kingdom
can be pieced together for the Late Classie, its earliest development
remains stubbornly obscure. We do have a lengthy king list that traces
its royal line back to a ‘founder’, but in many ways this document
POSes more questions than it answers. No fewer than 11 painted vases
Carry varying lengths of the same sequence, the longest charting the
tnaugurations of 19 kings, beginning with ‘Skyraiser’.! Unfortunately
their Calendar Round dates have no anchor in the Long Count and
cannot be fixed in time. More problematically, while several names ar
tamiliar from monumental inscriptions, they do not follow the same
order and their accession dates differ from thci; carved counterpartsinal
NI St‘\_'ﬁml important early kings are also missing from the hist
Whether fact or fabrication, we seem to have a line reaching decp it
n ancestral past, Calakmul w
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Snake kings ed their capitals and we currently lack evidence
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Seen here under excavation, Stela 114
was discovered, by William Folan and
his team, set into a special niche close
to the base of Structure 2, Dated to

the Baktun ending 9.0.0.0.0 in AD 435,
‘-I:l' PJ].L'T-!\ name 1s I.I-['I.[l"rl.ll'lﬂ({’]" Lo
damaged to read properly

Asignificant discovery was made at
Dzibanche (also spelt Tz'ibanche] in
1994 when a number of finely carved
$eps came to light. They show bound
=Puves in a particularly early style,
"elr names appearing as rear-belt
“aments, Texts describe the conquest

of o I
\,'\TL" towns and name the Snake king
dknoom Ch'een |
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Early Classic Calakmul

Like Tikal, Calakmul survived the great demise at the end of the Preclas-
sic era and continued to prosper in the Early Classic. Among a number of
early finds is Stela 114, dated to the 9.0.0.0.0 K’atun-ending of 435.% It
records the anniversary of an event in 411, probably a royal accession.
Notably, the king it celebrates lacks a Snake emblem, and in its place we
find one featuring the head of a Bat.? In another part of the text a different
character is called the chiik nahb ajaw, a title based on the ancient name
of the city (see panel on p. 104). Stela 114 was discovered re-set on Struc-
ture 2, as was another early monument, Stela 43 from 514. Damage
prevents full sight of the commissioning ruler’s name and titles here, but
he does carry a k'uhul chatahn winik epithet, which is linked to lords
from a range of different centres across the old Preclassic heartlands:
Further insights are now thwarted by a gap in Calakmul’s monumental
record lasting 109 years. We know from a range of sources that this period
saw a major flowering of Snake kingdom power in the lowlands. We must
conclude either that its stelae were subsequently buried or destroyed, or
else that Calakmul did not host the ruling dynasty at this time.*

Northern traces

The first clear references to Snake rulers come from well to the north of
Calakmul. Excavations at the sizeable city of Dzibanche, under the direction
of Enrique Nalda, have uncovered the constituent blocks of a remarkable
‘captive stairway’. Its risers are carved with a series of bound and con-

torted prisoners, accompanied by the dates of their seizure, personal
names and mention of the Snake ruler Yuknoom Ch'een L.° Although these
texts are imperfectly understood, it seems likely that the king is being
credited with these victories. The dates are also uncertain, but two might
fall as early as the 5th century. Nearby El Resbalon has long texts in the
form of hieroglyphic steps, though the thorough jumbling and resetting




discovery of emblem
m::i:clearmatmms one
hnponaﬂlexample—-matbasedma
snake's head —which could not be
asumedmammsﬁe.joyoemmus
first suggested Calakmul as its correct
minﬂwﬂ?ﬂs.mideaupnﬂrmed
in recent years with the identification
of the two place-names it used in the
Lﬂeﬂamkpaind[beMLThe'ﬁmuf
these, Uxte'tuun { Three Stones’)
seems to refer to the region in which it
is situated, while the second, Chiik
Nahb (whose meaning is still unclear),
may specify the city itself.® Despite the
severe weathering of its standing

monuments, both place-names appear

on Calakmul monuments and even
some examples of the full emblem
glyph k'uhul kaanal ajaw *Holy Lord of
the Snake [Kingdom]' can be made out,

chifkulNA:B

Carved from slate and
only about 6 in, (15 cm)
in diameter, this
mirror-hack
names First
Axewielder
as the
Snake

king.

____ KATUUNHIX
Giyphic Speii Cus I, K |x
WALITU:NIHIX Tuun K'ay Hix
{"Bound-Stone | Wife
Jaguar') Lady Ek’ Naah
| m_s?_krrown as ("Star House'|
L SKywimness
! Giyphic spelling A?}CHANna
% YAX YOPAAT
SECseete | oo

ks in later times makes them difficult to understang , |

of bloc sontext survives to suggest that the local dynasty was under gy

5“0“:‘?11 : of Snake rulers, though their identities are hard to pin dl’\\'nand
irectio ; o
:f::ly one date, in 529, is really clear.

THE RISE OF A SUPERPOWER

e it is first referred to by southern kingdoms in the mid-fith
L Snake dynasty is assembling a far-flung politica] Network
S _tﬁt‘ nuuld necessarily bring it into competition with Tikal ang
i acm;owd‘zminancc of the Central Area must now have been under.
alf-:tru_iz:ghiz ﬁ:st concrete evidence of the Snake polity’s widening power
:(::1;:5 when the ruler K'altuun Hix I’BuundASton‘e I:raguar'l pm_sitlcs m'u tht
accession of Naranjo's Aj Wosal in 546 (p. ?ll.’_‘ K alt.uun Hu: S activities
had already reached as far south as the Us_.umacmta R,wcrf since one of his
vassals (perhaps a woman) had fallen captive to Yaxchz‘lan in 537 (p. iZI]L

We next pick up the story with the reign of Sky Witness. Though lite
known, he can now be appreciated as one of the major players of Early
Classic history. The year 561 saw him install a ruler at Los Alacranes, pan
of a region called Buuk’ in ancient times.’ But his influence would soon
come to encompass greater prizes, beginning with Naranjo's southem
neighbour Caracol. This was achieved at the direct expense of Tikal, whose
patronage he displaced. The precipitous decline in Tikal's fortunes culmi-
nated n its defeat and conquest in 562. Record of this vital conflict
survives only at Caracol, where the name of the victor is now reduced to
broken outlines. The degree to which these fit the name and title of Sky
Witness, but not those of his counterpart at Caracol, makes him the likely
culprit. The same text links Sky Witness, identified by a battered Snake
title, to other events on this day, perhaps concerning the sacrifice of the
defeated Tikal ruler Wak Chan K’awiil (pp. 39, 89-90). The next Tikal king
Animal Skull, claims a quite different pedigree and there is every reason 0
believe that the existing line was liquidated at this time (pp. 40-1L
However we ultimately understand the events of 562, it is clear that Tikal
was left humbled and dispossessed. The ensuing 130-year gap in its moni
mental record mirrors with precision the period of the Snake polity
greatest strength and the two features are clearly linked.

Other mentions of Sky Witness appear far to the north on an isolated
and undated Stone at the site of Yo'okop, and, for reasons that are s.nll
l.l.ncll:ﬂf, as [hc prntag()njg[ of an alltack on WESICI‘IY I’nlcnqllt' in ::W
l'fhnugh he was certainly dead by this time and this may be some ngrm.
oy Ontaivance or o non-ruling namesake).’® His final reference is it
Caracol in 572 and, since he seems to have been succeeded within the
year, rhis damaged Phrase might once have recorded his death. 1
wh?:r:] Illfic;f:i,_.?n:::l _kinf appears on 3nnt}hcr Dzll_i;n:.?;fhlfj:::::]‘:ﬂ
be the same Eha:;{:tc l: : h."l:n-.! of the 7th K'stom n 573, 5C h;d mirror
back. If s, he Sanld l:' I‘"‘ ““Pa?l, known from : small inscri

4 nly have reigned for about six years.
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: culmi- _ 11 Kaban 10 Ch'en As the Early Classic draws to a close we have the reign of another major

conflict “'_-:u. Scrofin-hand? figure, Scroll Serpent, who took office in 579. His tenure saw major cam-
Jucedto ¢ '*r::h.lc_j.,:,ni_ crear» | Paigns in the western Maya region, with attacks against Palenque in 599
= of Sky _ and 611 [pp. 159-61). The second was the more decisive and in little over
e likels a year the two leading figures at this city were dead and its patriline
d Snake broken. Both assaults took place in April, in the midst of the dry season,

e ofthe * no doubt facilitating crossings of the major physical obstacle, the
cal king Usumacinta River. In a society where wars were generally waged
easont® * between neighbours, these expeditions - the furthest yet known for the

, 40 Maya - reveal the scale of the Snake kingdom'’s ambition and organiza-

at Tk | tional prowess in the years following the collapse of Tikal’s power.!

5 moie Established relationships in the east were maintained. Scroll Serpent

polity* appears on the fragmentary Stela 4 from Caracol, apparently supervising

) some action of the Caracol king Yajaw Te’ K'inich II before 583. As with
jeolaee §

3 all the Snake kings of this era, not a single Scroll Serpent monument
aH - 2 -~ .
are sU° stands at Calakmul today. That this was also the case in the Late Classic

210 ¥ can be inferred from the rather lengthy accounts of his reign made by two
je nart later kings. Both Stelae 8 and 33 recount his celebration of the 9.8.0.0.0
e is®

IJ'U“ 'lh'-'

o
&

y " g f - of
pume™ & 4‘*(\ &Y P 4 g
jptﬂ‘ W j d e )
L |

"y
-“.\%

s

=9

%%‘3
'f.i(h-




106 CMM;_MUI. .

S —

" WATER MANAGEMENT AT
CALAKMUL

All the heavily populated cities of :
the lowlands faced pressure on their
water supplies during the dry months
of spring and early sSummetr. Calakmul
shows the most sophisticated
management of its resources and
the greatest investment in the
necessary public works, There are

at least five major reservoirs at the
city, the largest a massive rectangie
794 x 635 ft (242 x 212 m), easily
the biggest in the Maya world. Filled
by a small river during the rainy
season, it holds water to this day
and is a mainstay of archaeological
fieldwork at the site.*?

The great reservolr at Calakmul, situated
1.2 miles {2 km) north of the city centre.

YUKNOOM TI' CHAN.

Glyphic spelling Also known as
yu-ku-noma TI Yuknoom Chan
CHAN-na

_ TAJOOM UK'AB K'AHK"

Glyphic spelling Accession
tajo-ma u-H'AB 28 March 622
r?"k::r Hand" Fyi

¥ Hand") 11 Chikch;
Also known as Death <ie
Ta Batz' 1 October 630
9.9.17.11.14
ra¥ 13 Ix 12 Sak)
_YUKNOOM HEAD

Givphic speling Monuments i

yu{ku)noom}- 7L Stelae T6 & 78

Also known as
Cauac Head

mark of 593, the former, interestingly, Pﬂj\'idmﬂ_ a Palr‘ﬁcuiar I
either a portion of Calakmul or a{mthcr site entirely.” .T'he latter y
erected by Yuknoom the Greatin 657 and may well contain a reference
his birth in 600. If so, he must have been a son I-‘.lf Scroll Serpent,
intervening rulers could well represent more of his progeny.

From Yuknoom Tr' CHAN TO YUKNOOM HEAD

A wealth of references at Caracol focuses our attention on events ip
castern Peten. A fleeting glimpse of the next Snake dynast, Yuknoom Ty
Chan, comes as he supervises the Caracol ruler K'an II in a now illegihle
event in 619. Three years later in 622, the much damaged Stela 22 repons
the inauguration of his successor, Taiuom Uk’ab K’ahk’ []_3 92).4 The first
Late Classic monuments at Calakmul - the royal couple depicted on
Stelae 28 and 29 - were erected in 623, but neither preserves a legible
example of the king’s name nor sign of the Snake emblem. s

At about this time the death of the long-reigning Aj Wosal of Naranjo
coincides with a collapse in Snake patronage of this major kingdom. The
recent demise of Scroll Serpent may have been another contributory
factor. In all hegemonic systems the transition of authority from an
established figure to an untried successor is a period of uncertainty, a
juncture at which old ties might be altered or repudiated entirely. A new
Naranjo regime seems to have made the break by at least 626, the yearit
lost two battles to Caracol. Tajoom Uk’ab K’ahk’ could well have been
involved in a related clash the following year, but any attempt on his part
to restore the status quo was cut short by his death in 630 (p. 92). It was
left to his successor, Yuknoom Head, to re-assert Calakmul ascendancy
by seizing Naranjo in a ‘star war’ attack in 631.'¢ Yuknoom Head wenton
to conduct a second conquest five years later, in March 636, though the
target cannot now be identified. A stelae pair at Calakmul, 76 and 78 [the
former dated to 9.10.0.0.0 in 633) should be his work, though as usual
cmc’u.m prevents further study. The first foreign references to Calakmul
as a site come at virtuall
to the city and some speci
l;lkt:

y the same moment as public monuments retur
al reconstitution of the kingdom may have
0 place at this time. In one passage Yuknoom Head is described a
‘at Three Stones’ - the ancient name o
This unique phrasing could well seek todif
r Snake kings and their capitals — a further hint
ant change had occurred.!”
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STRUCTURE 2:
A BEHEMOTH AT THE HEART OF CALAKMUL

the great temple platforms within Classic Maya cities, the
massive was Calakmul's Structure 2. Measuring 394 fi

m side of its base, and rising to a height of more
nj, its scale alone invites comparison with

C architecture - especially that of mighty EI Mirador,
e51 mound can be seen, if faintly, from its summit.
#d, much of Structure 2 is Preclassic in date.

Deep tunne o
#lunnelling has revealed a suite of early buildings,

the Morthernmost de.

5 Corated by a spectacular stucco fagade.
Y Were

ik burnied first by a tall Preclassic pyramid, labelled
:'*- SUll the highest point of Structure 2 - and later by a
*pansion that formed the base for three new temples,
ICh with its own access stairway. Buildings
€ach of which housed or entombed
R o ater, as did a southward expansion
- “Huared the overall plan and provided room for two

Uclures
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{Left) From ground (Below) Structure 2 as it may have looked at
level the scale of the beginning of the Late Classic era, before
Structure 2 is the agdition of a new 28 pyramid and further,
ImMposing, even overlying facades. A few traces of paint
though its highest survive on fragments of plaster, but the
point remains well scheme shown here is largely confectural,

out of sight.

(Bottomn) Recent excavations have revealed
the remains of six enormous masks that once
dominated Structure 2's Classic fagade.

2B

The setting of Tomb 4 into the floor of 2B — the richest burial
yet found at Calakmul (see p. 111) - spurred a particular
remodelling in the early 8th century. 2B was buried beneath
a sizeable temple pyramid and the great masks obscured by
a new stepped frontage. Finally, in quite late times, this was
overlaid by yet another fagade, whose honeycomb foundations
were initially interpreted as cell-like reoms.**
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YUKNOOM THE GREAT
Glyphic speliing Accession
! yukinoma 28 April 636 [
CH'E:N?-na (9.10.3.5.10
Also kngwn as B Ok 18 Sip)
| Yuknom Ch'en Father
| Birth Scroll Serpent?
| 11 September 600 | Monuments
(9.8.7.2.17 | Stelae 9,13, 307,
8 Kaban 5 Yax) 31, 327,33, 347,
35, 36,377, 15,
| | 777,79, 857, 86,
B77.93&94

$ «

¢

640 650 660

.fN '

Yuknoom the Great
Yuknoom Ch’een II
636-686

Yuknoom Yich’aak
K’ahk’

Jaguar Paw Smoke

GR6-6957

The terrible erosion of monuments at condition at the city itself. Fortunately,

Calakmul means that no portraits of however, one small image is preserved on
Yuknoom the Great survive in good a lidded vase dated 10 9.12.0.0.0, ap 672,

Yugoom_ THE G_REAT

The ‘golden age’ of Calakmul power continued with the 50-year reign of
Yuknoom the Great. He was born in 600, adopting the name of the Early
Classic king Yuknoom Ch’een on his accession in 636." Calakmul’s
prodigious output of stelae really begins under his direction and as many
as 18 were his personal commissions. It is also likely that he was respon-
sible for many of the major building programmes at the city, especially
among the palace complexes that dominate its core and seem to be a
special signature of its political activities.

In large measure the story of Yuknoom the Great’s reign pivots on his
struggle with a resurgent Tikal. This coincides with a split in the Tikal
dynasty and the emergence of two implacably opposed factions, both
headed by lords claiming to be 'holy lords’ of Mutal. In 650 the Calakmul
king campaigned in the Petexbatun region, seizing the small site of
Dos Pilas and ousting its ruler Bajlaj Chan K'awiil. While the back-storys
obscure, Bajlaj Chan K'awiil was a scion of the Tikal line and the pwbﬂblc
::;t]:::?rc';ii:‘}:ea'ri:'(fl:li‘flng Nu Lll'! Ujol Chaak. He subsequently h—ucamcik';;
the Great -lchinctvt.ld? al..!d thc. tuundu.r ”fil rival Tikal kl.ngdr_:m. Yuknnf )

F ¢d a vital triumph in 657 by taking Tikal in a ‘star wif
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Yuknoom the Great's long tenure
covered a period of particularly intense
conflict between Calakmul and Tikal.
This passage from Dos Pilas records a
star war’ attack he conducted against
Tikal in January AD 657.
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attack and bringing Nuun Ujol Chaak under his supervision, at least fora
while. Soon after, the Tikal king respectfully attended a ceremony for the
Calakmul heir Yich’aak K'ahk. But by 672 he felt sufficiently indepen-
dent to launch an invasion of the Petexbatun, expelling his rival from
Dos Pilas and setting a new round of conflict in motion. Calakmul
entered the fray in 677, inflicting a second defeat on the Tikal king. In
all likelihood, it was a combined Calakmul-Dos Pilas force that gave
Bajlaj Chan K'awiil a significant, final victory over Nuun Ujol Chaak in
679 (pp. 42-3, 57).

King of kings

The intense strife of this time was not confined to the central Peten and
Petexbatun regions but also gripped arcas further east. A rejuvenated
Naranijo succeeded in overrunning Caracol in 680. Yet the disappearance
of the Naranjo dynasty within two years points to an unrecorded but dev-
astating defeat of its own. Whoever inflicted the blow, there is every sign
that Calakmul orchestrated its aftermath and a daughter of Bajlaj Chan
K'awiil was dispatched to Naranjo to initiate a new dynasty in 682 (p. 75).

The ‘overkingship’ of Yuknoom the Great is attested at a number of
major sites, though surely only a sample of its full extent. On an
unknown date he oversaw the inauguration of the El Pera ruler K'inich
Bahlam (‘Radiant Jaguar’). This king was further bonded by marriage to
an ix kaanal ajaw, a Calakmul princess. The small but important centre
of La Corona was firmly under his thumb, with the heir to its lordship
resident at Calakmul.?! An impressive 152 miles (245 km)| to the south of
Calakmul, in the Pasion region, Yuknoom the Great was patron to the
Cancuen kingdom through three generations of kings — installing at least
two of them in 656 and 677.* In 662 he travelled to Uxul to assist the
local ruler in celebrating a half-K’atun ending. The same year, he super-
vised the accession of a six-year-old king at Moral-Reforma.*® This event
seems to been coordinated with a campaign by Piedras Negras, which
mentions Calakmul six days before attacking Moral-Reforma’s neigh-
bour Santa Elena, also in 662. A lieutenant of Yuknoom the Great also
oversaw some kind of ritual at Piedras Negras in 685 (p. 144},

Yuknoom the Great ended his reign as a venerable octogenarian,
probably early in 686. At his passing Calakmul was still the pre-eminent
power of the central lowlands, yet its failure in one key area, to fully
subdue Tikal, would ultimately prove costly. =i
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“YUKNOOM YICH'AAK K'AHK’

Giyphic spelling Accession
yulkulinoom} 3 April 5:.?? ¢
[]ICH AKA-HAHK 19.12.13.17.7
t?'r‘ Claw of Fire') B Manik” 5 Sip)
n as Brother : :
”]‘gg:‘::m Smoke, Utzeh K'ab K'inich
i Paw Monuments
H‘JF:EUBT Stelae 104, 1057,
6 October 649 115 & 116

(8.10.16.16.19 |
3 Kawak 2 Keh) |

SiTe Q AND LA C{moy}_\_

As long as the home of the Snake
kingdom remained in doubt many
researchers used the description
‘Site Q' (from the Spanish Jque?
meaning ‘which?'). In fact, we

now know that most of the looted
monuments attributed to Site Q come
not from Calakmul itself but from two
or more dependencies. A firm
attribution has recently emerged

in the shape of La Corona, first
pinpointed by a NASA satellite. An
expedition headed by lan Graham -
the indefatigable forest explorer
whose recording of Maya inscriptions
has made a key contribution to the
decipherment process - visited the
site in 1997 and revealed La Corona's
close ties with Calakmul, David Stuart
identified references to Yuknoom the
Great's 1st H‘atun—mn'rversary of rule
in Ap 656 and Yich’aak K'ahk's
celebration of the 13th K'atun in

692, Significantly, the name of the
local ruler is Eiven as Chak Ak'aach
Yuk, who is also mentioned in one of
the Site Q texts (see below), This tells
of a baligame rite he conducted at
Calakmul, probably in 687

In this hal]pla)'lng SCene we see (at
right] Chak Ak‘aach Yuk "Great
Turkey ), a vassal of Yich'aak K'ahk’
tfrom La Corona, The assoclated caption
most likely commemorates the dape
.12.15.0.0 of AD 687, and states that ‘it
happened ar Uxte'tuun Chijk Nahly, o
Calakmul itself Such ,
insight into the grea gatherings of Jords
that took place on these oceasions .
client nobility travelled to '
partcipate in sole
teasts and grear public specraces La
Corona Ballplayer Panel 1.

records give some

as

For a long time Yich’aak K'ahk’ or TChw Df_ Fire’ was the only Calakmul
king to have achieved wide rml:nglnltltf?- - 1.5 : great_pny that our acty|
knowledge of him is rather limited.? Tjhurc. are signs that he took 5
leading role in the kingdom well I_churf: his official assumptmn of power
He receives extraordinary prominence on Stela 9, 8 th_ln slate stope
dating to 662, which carries an extended account of his hirhy in 649 pg
ascribes him a full royal title. lfcrhﬂps the aged Yuknoom the
ailing or infirm, passed the effective running of the state to the younger
man, most likely his son. If so, Yich'aak K'ahk’ should be credited wig ,
major hand in Calakmul’s recent military and diplomatic successes,

Yichaak K'ahk’s formal enthronement in 686 was duly recorded by
both El Peri and Dos Pilas, where he inherited the lovalty of K'inich
Bahlam and Bajlaj Chan K’awiil respectively. The elevation of the five.
year-old K"ahk’ Tiliw Chan Chaak at Naranio in 693 brought him g new
client, revealing the role Calakmul had played in installing his dynasty 3
decade or so earlier (p. 76). He continues Calakmul’s close supervision of
La Corona - less a polity in its own right than a fiefdom of the Snake
kingdom. While Yich’aak K’ahk’s authority seems every bit as extensive
as his predecessor’s, we should not imagine that grand public histories
convey the complex undercurrents that fill any political landscape; they
always reflect the priorities of their authors. A glimmer of such comples-
ity and partiality appears in a scene painted on a cylinder vase, presumably
from Tikal. It shows an emissary of Yich'aak K’ahk’ kneeling and deliver
ing tribute to an enthroned Tikal lord, probably its king, in 691.%

Great,

End of the ‘golden age’

Contacts between the two states were decidedly different in August 69,
when Yich’aak K’ahk’ led his forces into battle against the Tikal king
lasaw Chan K’awii] I IP- 45]. This was one of the most influential clashes
of the Classic era, though, as usual, the description of it lacks any real

B
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Among the most poignant images of
captives in Maya art are those of this

lord from the site of Hixil ('Jaguar’]. He 1s
said to be the ‘grandson’ or ‘grandfather’
of an otherwise unknown ‘holy lord’ of
Calakmul called Split Earth. A separate
text [at right) seems to describe a battle
in November ap 695, naming Split Earth
as the victor.

~ ANew RoyaL Toms

In 1997, excavations deep within the
mighty Structure 2 uncovered a buried
temple, now called 2B-sub. Beneath its
floor was found the lavishly provisioned
Tomb 4. It contained the skeleton of a
man shrouded in textiles and jaguar
skin, both partially preserved by an
applied resin. Among the offerings
WEre a jade mosaic mask; a pair of
heirloom Early Classic jade ear
omaments; beads fashioned from
lade, bone, mother of pearl and
Spondylus shells; collections of spiny
Oyster shells; obsidian ‘eccentrics':
and the fragmented remains of

red wooden objects. There were
8 number of fine ceramic vessels — one
N codex-style - originally wrapped in

ave cloth. The most

Oulstanding of these was a plate with
&N image of the so-called ‘Jester God',

z;::::lf :Tuiﬂglrg :;hdt \:‘: ‘::: I:::i::d to a terse ‘Yich'aak K'ahk’s flint and

: 0 know, however, that the humiliation
it CUmPUU“f‘Ed by the capture of a prominent Calakmul deity called
yajaw maan lft is unclear if the seizure of these effigy figures was com-
monplace or signals some kind of rout). While its political ambit was far
frgm desqnycd, this_ reverse did bring Calakmul's golden age to a close.
Daplomatllc interaction of all kinds fell away sharply in the years that fol-
lowed, with the greatest effect on explicit statements of overlordship -
only one or two such relationships can be identified after this. Hegemony
of the kind exercised by Classic Maya powers relied heavily on their mil-
itary prestige and defeat could quickly undermine their hold over clients
and affiliates, provoking thoughts of secession.

Yich'aak K’'ahk’s fate is uncertain. A stucco tableau within Tikal’s
royal palace shows a captive from the battle but, although the king is
named in an accompanying caption, their linkage is far from certain (p.
45). No phalanx of monuments memorializes Yich’aak K’ahk’s reign at
Calalkmul and what standing stones do date to his tenure, like Stela 105
from 692, occur only in the isolated Northeast Group of the city. Two
more, Stelae 115 and 116, were found broken and buried within Structure
2.2 Here they might be linked to Tomb 4 and support the idea that this
impressive burial belongs to Yich'aak K'ahk’ himself (see panel).*®

A narrow glimpse of subsequent events comes from an enigmatic pair
of bones found in the tomb of Jasaw Chan K’awiil. They describe a new
Calakmul ruler, Split Earth, who is claimed to have been in power by
November 695.2 Whether this was a legitimate king, or simply some
Tikal-sponsored pretender, is as yet unknown.

a divine patron of kingship. The rim text
names Yich'aak K ahk' as the plate's
owner. Everything was originally held
within an enclosed bier, an arched
structure of wood carved with elaborate
designs and hieroglyphs and painted in
several colours. This wonderful
object has now decayed entirely,
leaving only a partial
impression and a few flecks
of paint on the hardened
mud packed around it.*

Discovered in Tomb
4, deep within
Structure 28, this
large serving dish
bears the legend

u lak yuknoom
yich'aak k'ahk’

‘the plate of

?-Claw of Fire'.
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5 Yuknoom glféﬂ Bolon
=2 Took! i) Krawiil
K’awiil >771-78975
>702-731>
702 cg) Chan bl
Wamaw Sty 849>
K’awiil T A Toakt
>736> ll,% A-] Q,.
[ 590_9_ >
Ruler Y
>7T41>

Great Serpent

>751>
___ YUKNOOM TOOK' K'AWIIL Yuknoom Took” K’AwiiL
Glyphic speliing Monuments Al g i
yulku}224TOK" Stelae 1, 77,8, 23, Calakmul responded to its recent adversity with a new surge in monu
KAWL 24, 38,397, 40, _ :
(7 Fiint K"awill’} 417,427, 51, 52, ment carving and as many as seven stelae were erected at the next major
| Also known a5 53,54,55,.70, 71, ] s . y g
Ruler 5/6/7 | 72,73,74489 : | calendrical juncture in 702. These were the work of a ruler using a con-
Wife ! fusing series of name variants and abbreviations, for which Yuknoom
Lady of Stela 547 |

1 Took" K'awiil is no more than a partial reading. To compound the
problem still further, outside Calakmul he is referred to by a quite
different part of his name, Scroll-head K’awiil. It is with this designatios
that he appears at Dos Pilas in 702. Although the nature of this contad
1s now lost, we can take it as a sign that Calakmul maintained it
relationship with the displaced Tikal dynasty. Similarly, the overlord
ship of El Peri was preserved and at some unknown date Took’ Kawil
supervised the accession of a new ruler there.?' Ties with Naranjo see
to have continued too: its king boasts of his one-time fealty to Yich'ash
K'ahk’ as late as 711. In sum, Calakmul’s political sphere shows som¢
resilience at this point.

It seems to have been Took’ K’awiil who erected a magnificent set %
seven stelae to celebrate the end of the 15th K'atun in 731 [bringing 8
OUpuUt to a possible 21 monoliths). Most were arranged at the bas¢

710 720 ' - 0

730 740 s 760



(Above) This naturalistic jade mask was
discovered in a tomb at the summit of
Structure 7, a temple pyramid occupying
the northern side of the Central Plaza,
Clearly a royal burial of the Late Classic,
it is a great pity that no text identifies
its owner,

(Right) Stela 54 depicts one of Took’
K'awiil’s wives. Her name does not
survive. AD 731.

[Left) Showing a mature, full-bodied
figure of Took’ K'awiil with an unusual
mane of curly hair, Stela 51 is the finest
surviving monument from the city.

AD 731,

Structure 1, a very large pyramid at the east of the central core. Hewn
from a dense, durable limestone, presumably imported from some dis- i
tance, they were once the best-preserved at the city (though their theft { t
in the 1960s wrecked most of their inscriptions before they could be .*I i
properly documented). While these stones are undoubtedly impressive,
they should not be taken as a barometer of the wider health of the
kingdom. An altar at Tikal, probably dedicated between 733 and 736,
shows a bound Calakmul lord and points to a new defeat at the hands c?f
this old enemy. The accompanying caption is damaged, but Took’ K'awiil
might be named there (pp. 48-9).* ,

820

i0 780 790 800 810
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" CODEX-STYLE SEE_‘*EE &

thought to closiely resemble the
appearance of Classic Maya books

of codices. Advances in |solating the
original praduction area of these
artifacts have come from the
archaeological work of Richard Hansen
and stylistic and chimical ‘fingerprinting”
af Dorie Reents-Budet and Ronald
Bishop. Codesstyle pottery was
produced by the stillunidentified polity
of Chatahn, situated somewhere in the
old Preclassic heartiand, where:
fragments of the ware have been found
at a number of different sites. ™

This codes-slyle pof wirs found = @ Dunal
on Structume 2

1
This block recovered from Structure 13
describes Bolon K'awiil as the "Lord of
Chiik Nahbk

F
A4

860

Wamaw K'AWIIL TO Aj Took"

What we know of Calakmul's later dynasty is meagre indeed
pounding the perennial problem of eroded monuments at home {g
kingdom’s virtual disappearance from the “international’ scene, ﬂli‘ld'ﬁ
productive source having dried to the merest trickle. "“‘f-'“fdmgly,fh
sequence for this era is decidedly sketchy.

We learn of a new king from one surprising foreign source, Quirigua jy

the far southeast, Calakmul's enthusiasm for distant involvement
ceems undiminished and in some ill-defined way it was connected with
Quirigua’s rebellion against its overlords at Copan (p. 219), Identified agy

‘holy lord of Chiik Nahb' and dated to 736, his personal name is hardy

make out but Wamaw K'awiil might be the form.™

A set of five particularly massive stelae were erected at Calakmy|
in 741. Unfortunately, the name of their commissioning king Ruler
Y. is damaged in all cases, but they may yet prove to be works of Wamaw
K’awiil. Once again, this assertive display bears no relation to the wider
political fortunes of the state, which continue to slide. Tikal's decisive
victories over two of Calakmuls leading clients, El Pert in 743 and
MNaranjo in 744, reflect its |\|.1\\'L'J'h:~.-'m;55 in the face of its rival's renewed

expansion and constitute the final dismemberment of its one-time
"‘imperium’

BT0
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decline are the crude, child-like carvings

} [Abowel A telling reflection of Calakmul’s
of its last monuments. Stela 50,

ippoaite below) The gently sloping

oy of Structure 13 1s dominated by
Serds 88 znd its portrait of an unknown
royal woman. The stair was completed
Lste in Calakemul history and sealed
many broken glyphic blocks

FiefireFd o0

WAMAW K’ AWIIL

Ryphet speiling waT-maTw KAWL

RULER Y
A wncan an Morurnansts
Buier B Boinr 25.26. 27
[T 0

GREAT SERPENT

Shyohic soviing Also knowr as

:il CHIT A Ruler B, Rubes I
PHAHTRAN Monuments
Stelae G2 & BB
BOLOM K'AWIIL
U.n‘uh—. sowriling Al5o kidwrt a5
WL Ruler 9, Bokon
L T [
il

CHAN PET
4PET1s

P Spmiiifyg

Al TOOK'

Monwment
Stela 61

Yuxnoom Took” K awne 1o Al Took' 115

The end of the 16th K'atun in 751 was commemorated by the
unfinished Stela 62, which features the damaged, but seemingly new
name of Great Serpent. Rather than the expected Snake emblem he carries
the Bat form last seen on Stela 114 some 326 years earlier.” Stela 62 might
once have been paired with the similarly dated Stela 88, which carries the
portrait of a queen. The name Bolon Kawiil {'Nine or Many K'awiils')
appears on a recently excavated block of the hieroglyphic stairway, linked
to a date falling shortly after 751, Presumably, this is the king of that name
who was in power by 771 and erccted a pair of tall stelae, 537 and 58, cast of
Structure 13 vo mark the completion of 9.17.0.0.0.%

Calakmul's waning influence over its former possessions seems to be
reflected in the rise of smaller kingdoms in its vicinity, which took
advantage of the collapse of central authority. At Oxpemul, which
erected no monuments at the height of Calakmul's power, massive stelae
now record the names of at least three generations of kings, using the Bat
emblem and the uxte'tuun kaloomte’ title formerly reserved for Calak-
mul monarchs. At La Munieca, dated stelae were erceted until at least
889, but several sites in this region certainly have even later carvings.
Further north Calakmul’s decline is reflected in the rise of a new archi-
tectural style, the elaborate fagades and ‘false pyramids’ of Rio Bec.
Related to the emerging Chenes and Puuc styles still further north, this
takes shape ar a number of flourishing sites, including Rio Bec itself,
Hormiguero, Chicanna, Xpujil and the moated city of Becan.

Final decline

A lone Calakmul monument was erected in 790, two in 800 and three in
810, though none preserves the name of its patron. As at Tikal, there was
to be no commemoration of the key 10.0.0.0.0 Baktun-ending of 830 and
central authority had apparently collapsed by that time. A final foreign
reference to the Snake kingdom appears in 849, when Chan Pet ‘wit-
nessed’ the 10.1.0.0.0 K'atun-ending at Seibal. Though a broken pot
found at Calakmul might be incised with this name, the lack of contem-
porary monuments should make us question whether the state sull
existed in any form worth the name (p. 227).

There was, however, one last rally at Calakmul, evident in the stunted
form of Stela 61. Its portrait is largely gone but a name, Aj Took” ‘He of
Flint', does survive, Its date, as is typical of these late times, is expressed
as a single day, distinguishable as either 12 or 13 Ajaw. The following
‘scattering’ ceremony points to a major calendrical juncture, with 899
or 909 the only likely placements (the latter, the full 10.4.0.0.0 ending,
is preferable).” To judge by their style, a few stones are even later and
represent valiant, if rather pitiful, attempts by a remnant community
to continue the Classic tradition, By the time of Stelae 84 and 91 inscrip-
tions have been reduced to sequences that look like dates but may
seek only the illusion of writing, while Stela 50 is so crude and artless
that it would seem to parody the works of greatness still standing
arpund it.
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THE PASION AND SALINAS RIVERS converge to become the Usumacinta,
the great ribbon of water linking the Peten to the Gulf of Mexico.
The city of Yaxchilan was set at the apex of a sweeping horseshoe bend
and first seen by the pioneering English archaeologist Alfred Maudslay in
1882. The ceremonial heart of the city fills a narrow man-made terrace
close to the river’s southern bank, but with major structures perched on
the slopes and summits of the karst hillscape at its back. Yaxchilan's
dynasty describes an origin in the 4th century, but the city seen today is
largely the creation of the two 8th-century kings that dominate its histo-
ry: Itzamnaaj Bahlam I1I and his son Bird Jaguar IV. Though Yaxchilan
vigorously pursued monolithic stela-carving, its particular speciality was
carved stone lintels, of which 58 span the doorways of major structures.
Given the militaristic emphasis of its sculpture and texts, Yaxchilan -
anciently known as Pa’ Chan - has long been perceived as a regional capi-
tal and conquest state of some importance. Yet the greater understanding
possible today gives a rather different view of its place in the region and
its disjointed political development.
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Yopaat Bahlam Ruler 5

4021>
359-1

[tzamnaaj K'inich
Bahlam I 3 Tatbu
Shield Jaguar I Skull I

Bird Jaguar I
378-389

Yax Deer-Antler
Skull

389-402

Moon Skull

>454-467

Bird Jaguar Il

467>

ﬂﬁ”ﬁTQ&ﬂLAMI WA
|GmmMﬂan: | Dynastic title
YOPATBAHLAM | Founder ‘
Also known as Accession
Penis Jaguar, | 23 July 3592 |
Progenttor Jaguar, (8.16.2.9.17
| Yat Balam T Imix? 14 Sots’) |
| TZAMNAAIBAHLAMI |
l Glyphic spelling | Also known as
| ITZAMNALY?- |  Shield Jaguar |,
| BAHLAM | Deity Jaguar, Glil |
e S R e L e A
f BIRD JAGUAR | |
| Glyphic spelling Accession
| JaYAXUN?BAHLAM | 6 October 3787 |
| Also known as | (8.17.1.17.167
l Yaxun Balam | 2 Kib 14 Mol) |

| YAXDEERANTLER SKULL
| Accession |

| Glyphic spelling
YAX-2-JOLO:M?

| Also known as

| First Hom Skull

20 October 3897
(8.17.13.3.8? |
4 Lamat 11 Ch'en?) |

350

YoraAT BAHLAM I TO BIRD lgcum IL_

Almost nothing is known about the fabric of early Yaxchilan, which lies
buried by later construction, but we have a reasonably complete knowl-
edge of its dynastic sequence thanks to the survival of two later king
lists. The earliest, divided among a set of four inscribed lintels, dates 0
the mid-6th century and enumerates the first through to the tenth rulers.
The second, a hieroglyphic stairway created over 200 years later, is 3
longer and more detailed narrative; though its weather-worn condition
means that only parts of it can be read today. The chronology of the earli
est period is problematic, and the dates followed here are largely those
of Peter Mathews, who has produced the most comprehensive analysis of
Yaxchilan inscriptions thus far.!

History at Yaxchilan begins with the accession of its founder, Yopaat
Bahlam 1, perhaps in 359, described as ‘the first seated lord"? Al the
listed kings, in both sources, are supplied with supplementary phrases
naming lords from various foreign sites and kingdoms. Originally
thought to be visitors to the Yaxchilan court, it is now clear that thescar
prisoners and represent a record of Early Classic warfare rare in its [en&®
and detail. Yopaat Bahlam'’s victim is not given a royal title, though <
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i 4027
"Iffﬂfﬁi" (8.18.6.5.137
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77 September L35 Ml

KINICH TATBU SKULL|

e speling | Also known as
G:ﬂ’::‘Cprn-'-bu Mahk'ina Tah Skull |
joLom? e,
MOON SKULL
Ghohe ;;;.p.-lrng Dynastic litle
o™ JOLOM? Tth in the line
BIRD JAGUAR I
Giyphic spelling 2 Lamat 17 Keh)
ya YAU:NPBAHLAM Wife
Also known a5 Lady Chuwen
Yaeun Balam Il Sons
Accession Knot-eye Jaguar I,
20 November 4677 | Kinich Tatbu
9.1.12.7.8 Shull

Lintel 11 begins a series of four listing
the first ten kings of Yaxchilan and their
most notable captives. c. ap 550.
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name has some links with Piedras Negras. The name of the second
Yaxchilan king, Itzamnaaj Bahlam I, combines the head of the great sky
deity with the jaguar head read bahlam. The former appears in its avian
version on the lintel listing, while the stairway provides the flowery
jewel worn by the god preferred by later kings. We lack any dates for
his reign, but he was succeeded by Bird Jaguar I, probably in 378, The
fourth ruler, Yax Deer-Antler Skull, seems to have been inaugurated in
389. Unfortunately, the name of Ruler 5 falls on a missing fragment of
the lintel series and is badly eroded on the stairway blocks, Ehuugh a
jaguar head seems to be its major component. His successor K’inich
Tatbu Skull I is the earliest of four to share this name.? His war captive is
the first of royal status, another Bird Jaguar, this one ruler of the nearby
kingdom of Bonampak.

The seventh king, Moon Skull, came to power at some point before
454 (our first firm date in Yaxchilan chronology), when he dedicated a
building called the ‘Four Bat Place’.! Like many Maya buildings, it
was later rebuilt on the same spot, rededicated in a ‘seating’ ceremony
performed by Bird Jaguar IV 297 years later. Moon Skull’s name, rather
than a reference to the moon, seems to be a spelling of the poorly under-
stood Mayan word for ‘spearthrower’, the sling weapon the Aztecs called
the atlatl. His reign saw a war against Piedras Negras, whose king, Ruler
A, seems to have been captured. Moon Skull was succeeded by Bird Jaguar
II, probably in 467.° Conflict with Piedras Negras continued and he is
credited with seizing another of its lords, a yajaw te’ (literally ‘lord of the
tree” but perhaps better understood as ‘lord of the lineage’), a subordinate
of its Ruler B, apparently in 478.

or joint rule of two kingdoms and a
number of scholars have suggested
similar origins for Yaxchilan. The more
dominant of Yaxchilan's two forms was
read pa’ chan ‘broken/split sky’.* Early
variants show the sky glyph with a cut
or torn edge, sometimes divided
entirely in two; but by the Late Classic
it had evolved into a simpler cleft
design. The second emblem, of
unknown reading, does not make

a contemporary appearance until

the reign of Itzamnaaj Bahlam ||

(a0 681-742), though retrospective
mentions link it even with the founder.

THE EMBLEMS OF YAXCHILAN

Yaxchilan is notable for its use of
paired emblem glyphs — twin royal
titles — an unusual feature whose
significance is still unclear. Similar
pairings between Bonampak and
Lacanha, and Cancuen and Machaquila,
represent some form of political union

460 470 480 490
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KNOTEYE JAGUARI |
Glyphic spelling Brother
[PIBAHLAM Kinich Tatbu Skull |i
Father Monument
|_Bird Joguar 1 Steta 27

_KINICH TATBU SKULL I
Glyphic spelling

Father
KINICH1a{ta)}bu- |  Bird Jaguar Il
JOLO:M? Mother
Also known as Lady Chuwen
Manhk'ina Tah Skull Il | Brother
Accession Knot-eye Jaguar |
11 February 526 Monuments
(9.4.11.8.16 Lintels 11, 207, 22,
| 2 Kib 19 Pax) 34,35, 367, 37,
| N 47,48 & 49
_____ KNOT-EYE JAGUAR Il
. GJyE'nc spelling [?IBAHLAM
| ITZAMNAAJ BAHLAM I

| Ghonic speling ITZAMNA: S BAHLAM

| WINICH TATBU SKULL il

Glyphic s pelling Son
WINICH{taJOLO:Mm? Bird Jaguar Il

o 500 510

Knot-eye Jaguar I

>508-¢. 518

K’inich Tatbu Skull I

526-537>

Knot-eye Jaguar II

>564>

[tzamnaaj Bahlam II
c. 599

K’inich Tatbu
Skull III

KNOT-EYE JAGUAR I s I .
The ninth Yaxchilan king was Knot-eye Jaguar 1.7 His Stela 27 is the
carliest known at the site and was commissioned to mark the 9.4.0.00
K'atun-ending of 514. Among the king’s elaborate costume is a rear-
facing belt ornament in the form of a human head which, at Yaxchilan,
invariably represents a portrait of the wearer’s father. In this case a
Jaguar headdress with a small bird perched on top identifies Bird Jaguar
IL* Stela 27 is of particular interest since it was clearly damaged at some
point and subsequently restored. Reworking is evident over much of
the lower third of the stone and can be dated by style to the reign of
Bird Jaguar Iv.¢

Knot-eye Jaguar was evidently a robust war leader, credited with
capturing nobles from Bonampak, Piedras Negras and even, in 508, the
great Tikal. However, Yaxchilan’s long-running contest with rival
Piedras Negras was eventually to claim him. Panel 12 at Piedras Negras
“']mes a series of figures bound at the wrist and kneeling before the local
king, one of whom is named in an accompanying caption as Knot-eye
!agualr Isee p. 141).19 N date for his capture is given, though the narrative
implies that it occurred before 518. The next Yaxchilan monument, the

|
:
|
!



This example of ‘full-figure’ glyph.
qrving provides part of a Long Count
dite reading 9.4.11.8.16, corresponding
w 11 February 526. This day marks the
jnauguration of K'inich Tatbu Skull T1.

{pposite] The portrait of Knot-eye

Jaguar L on Stela 27 is unique in showing
eidence for Late Classic restoration of a
dimaged early monument. Re-carving
iffects the lower text panel, the king’s
hands, the ‘scattering stream’ and the
hound altar it falls on to. AD 514.

4.000

The bound figure of

Knot-eve laguar ] as

he appears at Piedras

Negras as the prisoner

of Ruler C. Piedras

Negras Pane] |2,
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shattered Stela 14, supplies a date in 521. Although the name of its pro- '
tagonist is entirely lost, Bird Jaguar II is again named as the king’s father.
The simplest explanation is that Knot-eye Jaguar, like a number of other
defeated kings, survived the encounter to rule as a vassal of Piedras
Negras (seep. 63, 171).1! |

K'INICH TATBU SkuLL I~ il

It was 526 before another of Bird Jaguar II's sons, K'inich Tatbu Skull 11, f |
assumed the Yaxchilan title. His place in the city’s history is assured by |
the magnificent series of lintels he commissioned — most especially the '
four that constitute the king list so crucial to our understanding of the
carly period. Such lengthy retellings of past glories were often reactions to |
recent adversity; in this case his brother’s defeat and capture would seem !
to provide the spur. Companion lintels record the king's accession and '
parentage; the highly elaborate ‘full-figure’ glyphs that open this text rank
among the finest examples of Early Classic carving (p. 220). Yaxchilan
may not have been especially large or impressive at this time, but it could
certainly commission some of the best artisans of the age. The final lintel
of the dynastic sequence is devoted to Tatbu Skull’s military career, which
saw a considerable revival, describing his capture of lords from Lakam- ! '
tuun, Bonampak and, in 537, the Snake kingdom. Significantly, of all the | I |
captures detailed in the lintel series, only the successes against the great . |
powers are given dates. W

YAXCHILAN BETWEEN AD 537 AND 629 BT

With the conclusion of the lintel king list we might hope to turn to the :
lengthier stairway text for at least some of the remaining Early Classic
sequence. Unfortunately, the relevant section is almost completely
effaced, leaving a significant gap in our knowledge (it contributes little

of use until about 755). Of the four kings known to have reigned in the

years between 537 and 629 only one is named at Yaxchilan itself, Knot-

eye Jaguar IL."* Two later inscriptions describe a battle in 564 in which he
captured a lord of Lacanha. A new ruler, Itzamnaaj Bahlam II, appears on

a panel at Bonampak and is probably the same character named at
Palenque around 599.'* To judge from a later belt ornament (see p. 122) |
there was also a K'inich Tatbu Skull IIL." A single monument, Stela 2, I
seems to come from this extended interval. It is badly weathered, but a

date of 9.9.0.0.0, or 613, is likely.!s

620
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BIRD JAGUAR Il
9 Ben 16 Yax)

Glyphic spelling
AHE-TU:N-ni
ya- YAXLI:N?
BAHLAM-ma
| Alsp known as
&-Tun Bird Jaguar,
Bird Jaguar I,
Yaxun Bahlam m
Dynastic title
15th in the line
Accession

(9.9.16.10.13

Father
K'inich Tatbu Skull

Wife
Lady Pakal

Son
Itzamnaaj Bahlam |

Monuments
Stelae 3/33 & 6;
Throne 2 (all by Bird
Jaguar V)

15 September 629 i

This elaborate ‘full-figure’ hieroglyph
spells the name of Bird Jaguar I11,

Throne 2, ¢. Ap 760

630

640

Bird Jaguar III

629-669>

Jtzamnaaj Bahlam

III
Shield Jaguar the Great
681-742

Yopaat Bahlam II

>749>

Created by one of the great masters of
Classic Maya carving, Lintel 26 supplies
an idealized but deeply impressive
portrait of Itzamnaaj Bahlam I11. ap 726,

BIRD IAGUAR_IIi

The next Yaxchilan ruler, Bird Jaguar I, is known entirely from
retrospective mentions and ‘recreated’ monuments carved long after his
death. His accession can be calculated from subsequent Katur
anniversaries in 649 and 669, making for a date in 629 and ascribing him
a minimal reign of 40 years.'* He is easily distinguished from his
namesakes by the additional name or title aj waktuun ‘He of Six Stone’
and his particular captor’s epithet of ‘Master of Chakjal Te”. Usefully
one text describes him as the ‘15th’ in the line of the founder Yopa!
Bahlam.'” We are supplied with only one incident from his reign: the
“apture in 646 or 647 of a lord from Hix Witz (‘Jaguar Hill’), a polity tothe
east whose capital was Zapote Bobal at the time. On two occasions he
wears his father’s portrait mounted as a belt ornament. Its headdres
;PL'"S elements of the repeating K’inich Tatbu Skull name, the only &
l,;;f:]r}'“ i}:’;‘; f“fh'his king’s reign. Bird ]glguar Il’s W_lft!. Lady i}“‘:::
6th K'at*:.m dyjs:n'(:dyaf a woman of fortitude who lived tl'! ?L; A
I‘mduccda{thnf ln. jln when f-at Ieas:l 98 years of age. [t-‘:a;dﬁﬂ
Whseocia u]ttma?i]m- of h.ﬂ child-bearing years, between 6434
ely inherit the crown.

&
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his Amumphant ltzamnaaj Bahlam M1
e wands over his prisoner Aj Popol Chay,
e lord of Lacanha. Stela 18, after ap 723.
his
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y / fTZhMNﬁ\AJ_l BAHLAM 1|
Y Gyphic spelling Lady Ik’ Skull of |
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480 known as Bird Jaguar 1l
he Teamnaa) Bafilam Mother
h L Shigld Jaguar |, Lady Pakal
€ eeid Laguar 1l Son
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.55 X Bird Jaguar IV
i x"hot 681 Monuments
V1- ::' 981 Stelae 13, 14, 15,
&l _-r-vil-ia‘ 16?,17,18,19,20
**_:-_ A & 23; Lintels 4, 23,
er 15 Jure 742 24, 25,26, 44, 45,
i .’.":".:U'”'u 46 & 56;
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::? Habal Xogk, 12 & 22; Dos
’_5'5“-3'!33& Caobas Stela 1
&
£

700

710

720 730 740
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The need to recreate, or simply invent, a public record for Bird Jaguar
[l only serves to emphasize the disrupted character of Yaxchilan history
up to this point. What we know of him has been tailored to suit a
later rhetorical purpose and in large measure remains unsubstantiated
(see p. 129). Piedras Negras’ claim to one-time dominion over the upper
Usumacinta - including Yaxchilan - together with its sharply contrast-
ing evidence for political stability and large-scale construction, has led
Mary Miller to suggest that Yaxchilan’s missing history is the result of a
lengthy period of subjugation to its larger neighbour (p. 144).% Yet we
should also consider the role of the more distant Palenque and Tonina,
both of whom seem to have exerted a powerful influence along the
Usumacinta during Yaxchilan’s vacant years (see pp. 170, 183).

_l'_r?zjmguy BAHLAM I]i

Itzamnaaj Bahlam the Great acceded in October 681 and was to remain
in power for the next 60 years. The magnificent series of buildings
he commissioned, richly endowed with lintels, insecribed steps and
accompanying stelae, are a testament to his profound impact on the
city. Yet these sparkling achievements become all the more remarkable
when one considers that they were confined to the final third of his
reign, when he is said to have been in his seventies, with little if any of
them in place before 723. What had transformed Yaxchilan’s fortunes so
dramatically?

For an important clue we must look again to Piedras Negras, where
Stela 8 records the capture of one of Itzamnaaj Bahlam’s lieutenants, a
sajal, in 726. This close link between florescence and military action
might indicate some new-found political liberty.”” The retreat of once
powerful foreign hegemonies may have left a vacuum and opportunity.
If greater autonomy was reflected in greater revenue from the downriver
traffic that made Yaxchilan’s location so attractive, we would also have
the means by which Itzamnaaj Bahlam’s explosive programme was
possible.

The warrior king

Dedicated in 732 or shortly thereafter, Temple 44, part of the city’s West
Acropolis, is Itzamnaaj Bahlam's famed ‘war memorial’.*® While it pro-
vides the usual boasting and self-aggrandizement of Classic kings, it is
valuable as Yaxchilan’s own account of its resurgence in the region.
Each of its three doorways is furnished with a carved lintel and two
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Lintel 45 shows the capture and
submission of Aj ‘Nik’ on 21 February
681. Grasped by the hair he almost
seems to kiss the cotton shield of his
captor [tzamnaaj Bahlam. ¢. ap 731

A view of Temples 40 (left) and 39, two
of three structures perched on a hilltop
high above the city, T emple 40 was once
decorated with vivid interior murals
now almost completely decaved

¢ steps. Their texts f llow a sequence of Itzampg,
jptures between 681 and 732, beginning with by,
king of Aj ‘Nik’. In standard practice, ‘Mastey

hieroglyphi
Bahlam’s ci

pre-inaugurd lta 1
§ Aj ‘Nik"” was hereafter fixed in his name phrase, ¢ .
of { I |

repeated on some 32 different occasions. Thc Captive himggls
was of no great standing, a "‘“_h'l”rd from a site called Maan o
an. After the capture of Aj Sak Ichiy Pat in 689 the story
) 713 with the seizure of Aj K'an Usija, an ajaw of the
unknown site of Buktuun. Two of the remaining
each paralleled with an analogous event

Nama
leaps tc
otherwise
conflicts are from
Yaxchilan’s past. Thus the capture of the Lacanha lorg Ai

Popol Chay in 729 is compared to Knot-eye Jaguar II's explois
against this same kingdom 164 years earlier, while Itzamnagi
Bahlam’s seizing of a Hix Witz lord in 732 is compared 1o 4
matching triumph achieved by his father, Bird Jaguar Il g5
vears before. By now Itzamnaaj Bahlam was in his eighties
and we can safely assume that he relied on his supporting
group of nobles to do the actual fighting.

These same campaigns were detailed on a series of stelae he set in
front of Temple 41, one of three major buildings crowning the highes
vantage at the city. A tiny portion ol stucco frieze may date its construc.
tion or renovation to the 3rd K'atun-anniversary of his rule in 740
The 726 defeat by Piedras Negras is, unsurprisingly, omitted both
here and at Temple 44 - though it is important to note that he does not
falsely claim victory.

These wars fit into a complex and dynamic picture of political hier-
archy in the Usumacinta region which is far from completely understood
Itzamnaaj Bahlam’s realm extended along the Usumacinta as far as El
Chicozapote, only 8.5 miles (14 km) from the Piedras Negras satellite of
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RITUAL IN STONE:
~ MASTERPIECES OF THE QUEEN'S HOUSE

I::,D:,;”mcswe sculptures at Yaxchilan, arguably the
"o the mreﬁ“é\“ﬂg to survive anywhere in the Maya region,
Mt 0{- Oo.r lintels of Tel:nple 23: This structure is sa_nd
W of It-z;m:{»}[—‘ the house of" Lady K abgl Xook, the principal
ot dldl Ba_hlam IIl, who features in all three scenes.
h 'wsluarg': FJ'E‘E"I.S_ on Lintel 25, where the queen celebrates
arrior m&;kwﬂ‘fc‘i"?blorl in 681 by the conjuring of a vision: a
0 the iay 5 X fd-s -_Il.' Teotihuacan Storm God Tialoc emerging
;3.,(_“1'0;” ‘J T'-: '_"f” dF-‘Cé'W&U Mexican-style part-serpent,
shieig thr-.Ft-,- 'e text tells us that this is the ‘flint and
Most liete e ian patron god called Aj K'ahk’ 0" Chaak.
=4 W€ warrior is a manifestation of the king himself

i
iy T M
£ - o L A

as defender of the city. On Lintel 24, dated to 709, Lady K'abal
Xook pulls a thorn laden rope through her tongue, splattering
blood on paper laid in a basket at her feet. The King illuminates
the scene with a fiery torch or spear. Finally, on Lintel 26 she
hands him a jaguar helmet for a still obscure rite that took
place in 724,

Some of the carvings were commissioned as early as 723,
although the formal dedication of the building — its ‘entering
with fire' — was not for three more years. Lintels 24 and 25 can
now be seen in the British Museum, London; Lintel 26 in the
Museo Nacional de Antropologia, Mexico City.

The door lintels of Temple 23. (Above) Lintel 25, from the central door
(top left) Lintel 24, from the east door; (bottom left) Lintel 26, from the
wesl door.
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[X-k’a[ba)-la XO:K?-ki
Lady K'a hal Xook

IX-SAK-hi-ya-ni
Lady Sak Biyaan

IX-UH CHAN-na-?
Lady Ik’ Skull

The name glyphs of three of [tzamnaaj
Bahlam's wives.

This carved bone was one of nine
recovered from a burial within the floor
of Lady K’'abal Xook’s Temple 23. Most
were incised with her name, but this one
is described as the bloodletter of her
husband Itzamnaaj Bahlam 111

ssessions on the north bank of the v

» had important po ;
e east at Dos Caobas.”" For certain Period,

i d to the
around La Pasadita, an ‘ I
he seems to have dominated the nearby Lacanha and Bonampak polite

i i lordship around 715 (p. 184), ¢
is area was subject to Tonina over 1 . , thoug
:,-:.1 ;'51::;15 role had been assumed by the polity of Sak Tz'i (p. 146).

The wives of Itzamnaaj Bahlam 1 :
[tzamnaaj Bahlam’s principal queen, Lady K’aha.l Xook, '-'l'lIOYe‘d an excep.
tional status at the city. Temple 23 was dedicated to her in 724 4
contained some truly spectacular examples of Maya stone carving p.
125). Significantly, they were the work of imported masters, one a native
of the unidentified Sak Ook. The main three-lintel programme of Temple
23 shows the queen performing an auto-sacrifice by pulling a thomeg
cord through her tongue, conjuring a warrior apparition (disgorged from
the mouth of an envisioned serpent), and preparing her husband for some
military ritual (handing him a jaguar helmet). Their deeply modelled
relief and intricate detail - especially in the representation of textiles -
have few rivals in the corpus of Maya art. An additional doorway at the
side of the building features an all-glyphic lintel which includes a shar
genealogy for the queen’s Xook [‘Shark’) lineage.” When we consider that
this great edifice was the first of [tzamnaaj Bahlam’s major works - ahead
of Temple 44 and its military boasting - his main priorities, the renewsl
of proper ritual and communion with tutelary gods through bloodletting
and trance, become clear. As elsewhere, foundation, or in this case
‘refoundation’, is associated with overt Teotihuacan imagery, and the
fabulous, half-skeletal serpent on Lintel 25 is of Mexican design.
Roberto Garcia Moll's excavations within Temple 23 revealed two
burials in its floor.” Tomb 3, behind the central door, contained a mature
woman accompanied by a wealth of offerings, includin g 431 greenstone
beads and 34 ceramic vessels - one depicting an elderly lady. While this
might point to the queen’s grave, the adjacent, annex-like Temple 24 con-
tains the record of her death in 749 and a fire ritual performed at her
muknal ‘burial place’ - probably identifying this as her memorial shrine.
Temple 11, part of a small private compound close to the river, was
built for another of Itzamnaaj Bahlam’s queens, Lady Sak Biyaan -said©
be an ixik ch ok ‘young woman’ - in 738. A third wife, Lady Ik’ Skull fals0
::::;I:’:d[;;u‘];nl?"f]-:lﬂ.iztl-',ﬁl:?ﬂ. a r.n!v‘:!] ix ajaw from Calakmul, was not
In December ;‘421 ; 7'11'1,5: - h-h:um& : , : in
power, but was to I tzamnaaj Bahlam II celebrated his third Katul_1 |
(G > to five for only two years more, dying in June 742, 33
very old man, The other burial from Te le 23 Tomb 2. held a matuf
male with even richer conte P v
hewn awls various]
Lady K'ahal Xook —
lived kings often ou
complex and copge
suggest that theye

. nts - including stingray spines and antle®
¥ nscribed with the names of Itzamnaaj Bahlam a0d
and this js likely to be his final resting place. Loné

t-live Some, even many of their heirs, hcqufathl“g 4
sted situation op their survivors. Subsequent even®

ere indeed riva) claims to his inheritance.

The Ya
with th
9.15.10
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THE ‘INTERREGNUM' OF AD 742-752

he Tivey risr et
1 Periogs Ten years were to elapse between the death of Itzamnaaj Bahlam II and
Politieg the next inauguration documented at the site, that of his son Bird Jaguar
\ thougy, IV in 752. This is the famed ‘interregnum’ for which Tatiana Proskouri-
. akoff proposed a power struggle so intense that it kept any candidate
from taking the throne.”* Reconstructing the events of this era, from
piecemeal and at times rather suspect information, has its difficulties
1;;::[; but furthc'r insights do seem possible. :
v Lady K ;.1|Jal Xook 5_111_'vwcd her thlsb:T'nd by six years and appears to
: nativé have rc_mamcd a prestigious figure within the kingdom. An ajaw of her
Temgple s gice Xook llngsgc. prnbahlly a bmth::r a_:nr nEPhcw rather than her S(m'. was
thored _l- [;::L\it.llh of [izamnaaj Bahlam on capturf.'d ina clasjh with Df‘s Pilas in 745 (see p. FC'Z‘ 2 thm-‘g]:'l there ‘5_““
ed from 1151017.14, or 15 Iurn:h?-:t l:‘:;'::il r_:lear sign t]mf th_:s had an m*‘npalct on the succession.?® Her high standing
OF hotne. Ju“hﬂi‘:\i&r::?r:f::fﬁ T TR .thc king s lifetime makes it likely that §hc had borne at least one male
10delled T.E?Erm]{ was extinguished’. Lintel 27, heir, for which there may now be some evidence.
eiles 4758 The most important document of this era, probably the key to what
y at the understanding is now possible, appears not at Yaxchilan but at Piedras
3 4hioek Negras. Here Panel 3 refers to a *holy lord’ of Yaxchilan who witnessed
der that the K'atun-anniversary of Piedras Negras Ruler 4's reign in 749 (p. 149).
—ahead He bears a vaniant of the founder’s name and there seems little reason to
enewal doubt that this is a new king, Yopaat Bahlam II, who ruled during part, if
dletting not all, of the ‘interregnum’ period. A party from Yaxchilan appear in the
is case scene, where they are addressed by the enthroned Piedras Negras ruler,
and the whose speech is incised between them. These difficult passages refer to
the accession, under Piedras Negras tutelage, of a Bird Jaguar described as
ed two amam ‘your grandfather/ancestor’.?® This suggests a past event even
mature though the associated date lacks a secure anchor and does not match any-
nstone thing in the known history of Yaxchilan. We must wonder what made
ile this this information of such significance to Piedras Negras. It is tempting to
24 con- think that Piedras Negras is setting out information in direct contradic-
at.her tion of the records then extant at Yaxchilan (p. 149).%7
shrine. This raises the wider issue of the reliability of Maya texts, about
ke which questions have been raised in certain cases.”® We know that where
sarliifil they can be tested archaeologically they have proved robust, not least at
t?:an:: Copan, where recent excavations have prqduccd excellent support for a
long-doubted written record (pp. 192-3). If Maya kings commonly used
P deceit we would expect to see more contradictions in the record. It is sig-
9 asa nificant, for example, that no two sides claim victory in the same battle
1:.’:nurt (somewhat surprisingly, given the often inconclusive nature of war). Yet
antler- we must remain sensitive to the rhetorical purposes of the inscriptions,
m and and it is necessary to assemble a wider regional and supra-regional
Long: context in which to judge the history of a particular kingdom.
hing 4 m'—’@T'BAH _Thc respectful pr{‘:suncg of the new Yaxch:llan king at Piedr_ns Ncgrlas
avents S r— _'-"’lM” might suggest a period of ascendancy for this old foe. No evidence for
SAK-JUKU:B? Yopaat Bahlam II's tenure survives at Yaxchilan and we may conclude that

TOPATIBAHLAM}ma : : :
g it he ever truly reigned at the city, he has been expunged from its record.
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Bird Jaguar IV had a huge influence on
the shape of his city. The dubious
circumstances in which he rose to power
inspired a prolific and historically rich
output of at least 33 monuments and a
dozen important structures. Lintel 17,
British Museum.

BIRD JAGUAR IV
Already 43 years of age when he came to power, Bird Jaguar IV was
prove one of the most energetic rulers of the entire Classic period, cres
ing a profusion of public art and architecture during his 16-year reig
Throughout these efforts there runs a single, barely concealed agends
the relentless promotion of his own legitimacy. More than any othe
Maya king, his every action betrays the heavy hand of the manipulatr
and propagandist.

The background to power

During the lifetime of Itzamnaaj Bahlam I1I, Bird Jaguar is unlikely
have been anything more than a junior claimant to the throne. He v
born when his father was in his sixties, the son of a lesser queen, La
Ik’ Skull. It was not until 752 that Bird Jaguar was able to install himsc
as king (rather ostentatiously picking a ‘round date’ of 9.16.1.00
the ceremony). He would now go to extraordinary lengths to justfy b
position, placing himself as Itzamnaaj Bahlam’s anointed successor &
providing a history for the preceding ‘interregnum’ that placed b #
the centre of affairs,”
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fird Jaguar [V here prepares for battle in
the company of one of his wives, Lady
Wik Jalam Chan Ajaw of the Motul

de San José kingdom. His headdress
includes a crest of the Teotithuacan
Butterfly God [note the stylized
poboscisl. The battle, fought on 5 May
153, resulted in the caprure of Jewelled
Skull. Lintel 41, British Museum.

Two rituals were pivotal to Bird Jaguar’s claim. The back of Stela 11
shows a dance ceremony conducted with his father in 741 - just a year
before his death — in which they exchanged ‘flap-staffs’ (a kind of cloth
banner). Five days later, Bird Jaguar, his mother Lady Ik’ Skull and wife
Lady Great Skull, drew blood and conducted visionary rites: conjuring
double-headed serpents and centipedes which disgorged images of K'awiil
{p. 179). His mother’s bloodletting was documented, uniquely, on her own
stela (Stela 35) with two scenes that replicate the sacrificial performance
of Lady K'abal Xook some 30 years earlier. This was part of a broader effort
by Bird Jaguar to raise the standing of his mother (who died in 751} from
the obscurity she experienced in his father’s time, and he went on to
create other scenes showing her together with Itzamnaaj Bahlam.

A new history for Yaxchilan

Bird Jaguar had a major hand in both of Yaxchilan’s dynastic histories,
resetting the lintels of the Early Classic king list into a new building and
creating his own, much extended, version on the immense Hieroglyphic
Stairway 1. This 480-glyph text places him at the conclusion of an
uninterrupted narrative from the foundation of the dynasty. Yaxchilan’s
missing past was restored in other ways too. One early stela was TCP?!HCI'J
(p. 120), and at least two more and a sumptuous ‘full-figure’ hifl.‘]‘("}',]}"phlc.‘
bench were produced as an entirely retrospective legacy for his grandfa-
ther Bird Jaguar TIL In a similar vein, the author of the lm:j:] king list,
K'inich Tatbu Skull II, received his own portrait on Lintel 50. Some ”f_
these activities included the obliteration of earlier texts. Stela 6, one of
the tributes to his grandfather, is the remains ofa munumcgt whosg frnml
face had been entirely erased and re-carved, only a buried portion of
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" Tue MYTH OF THE
BALLGAME

When excavators cleared the front step
of Temple 33 they uncovered a row of
13 carved blocks. The three finest,
oceupying the central axis, show Bird
Jaguar IV, his father and grandfather
playing with symbolic balls made,
macabrely, from the bound bodies of
their captives. Bird Jaguar’s own panel

is important because it contains the K'iche’ Maya, the Popol Vuh where .
only surviving description of the myth Hero Twins compete with m e
of ux ahal, the ‘Three Victories'. This the ballcourt of the Undenwo id, the
story lay at the conceptual heart of stage for the central struggie ety g
life and death.* i

the ballgame, giving its name to arenas
and associated stairways as far apart as

Tonina and Copan. It tells of the ::g‘:;‘f gﬂw r;"rvarws, Bird Jaguar '
i haracters — S to receive a ball made from the
decapitation of three cl 5 of 8 Lakamnh i kit mg:

probably Underworld gods ~ in the
distant past. A form of the story survives
in the 16th-century creation epic of the

miniature ballplaying scene - o3
the positioning of such mmﬂ:‘
staircases. Hieroglyphic Stairway 2, mg]

its base revealing its former self. The great hieroglyphic stairway was
itself carved over an existing programme of figural and textual
cartouches, whose outlines may once have been concealed with plaster™
One or both may be candidates for the works of the ‘disappeared’ king ot
kings of the ‘interregnum’.

‘He of 20 Captives’

Like many a Maya ruler, Bird Jaguar's mystique was closely hound to his
image as an indomitable warrior. His favourite military titles, ‘He of 20
Captives’ and “Master of Aj Uk’ were seldom absent from his name
phrase and much space was devoted to his various campaigns. Yet#
modern understanding of these texts shows just how lowly most of these
victims were. He made immense capital out of minor SUccesses
Yaxchilan’s former reputation as a ‘conquest state’ only reflects how
beguiling his efforts have proved.

Bird Jaguar's war records begin in 752, a few months before his
accession, with the capture of a sajal from the kingdom of Wak'aab,
seemingly the ancient name of Santa Elena. In 755 he attacked the othef'
wise unattested Sanab Huk’ay and captured ‘Jewelled Skull’. In 1.1“5
enterprise he was aided by K’an Tok Wayib, his baah sajal or led

noble, who shares four lintel scenes with the king. While joint porifeg
monuments

such as these were nc
these were not an innovation, Bird Jaguar shared his .
A . Ithas

more widely th !

I ore widely than ever before and set them within the capital el ng

DECT Ste - . 10
1 suggested that his rise to power relied on garnering support 4%




Bird Jaguar, wearing a ‘cutaway’ mask of
the rain god Chaak, presides over three
unidentified prisoners, Stela 11, Ap 752

~ BirD JAGUAR'S QUEENS

Lady Mut Bahlam of Hix Witz
DML Ty BAHLAM)
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the local nobility, whose reward took the torm of greater status and
closer association with the king.* His last known capture took place in
759 and was assisted by another sajal, Tiloom, the lord of La Pasadita. a
hilltop ‘fortress’ to the northwest of the capital. This conflict - gw:;n
brief mention on Hieroglyphic Stairway 1 but a whole lintel at La Pasa-
dita - is significant because the victim was T'ul Chiik, a lord bearing the
k'inil ajaw ‘Sun Lord’ title of Piedras Negras (see p. 149).%

Bird Jaguar the builder

Bird Jaguar was responsible for a major architectural transformation of
the site. The area of the Main Plaza, which had previously been riven
by pronounced gullies dividing the core into distinct groups, was filled
and levelled into a single broad expanse. At least a dozen buildings
were constructed or heavily modified during his reign. Some projects
directly mirror the work of his father: his Temple 21 replicates the
programme of Lady K abal Xook’s Temple 23, with closely matching
scenes of bloodletting, visionary rites and militarism. Only a few of Bird
Jaguar's carvings show the deeply cut mastery of the sculptors in his
father's employ and quantity generally triumphed over quality. Yert this
should not distract us from the extraordinary vigour of these projects,
which reflect Yaxchilan's considerable affluence at this time and freedom

from foreign suzerainty.

Direct references to marriage
ceremonies and indeed to spouses

in general - terms meaning ‘his wife’
or ‘her husband’ — are surprisingly
rare in the inscriptions and it is
usually only from parentage
statements provided by the fruit

of their unions that gueens can be
identified. Bird Jaguar is notable for
the prominence he gives wives on his
monuments, most likely because of the
political ties they represented with
neighbouring kingdoms. In a feature
seen elsewhere in Mesoamerica,
there is a recurring link between
marriage and war, where brides are
taken from defeated foes to cement

a new relationship (see p. T7).
Certainly Hix Witz, moderm Zapote
Bobal, the home of one wife, was
yaxchilan's opponent in wars fought

by Bird Jaguar's father and gram_ifather.
Although these foreign wives enjoyed
greater prestige during his reign, it

was a local woman, Lady Great Skull
who bore his son and successar
\tzamnaaj Bahlam IV.

Lady Wak Tuun of Motul de San José
[IX-6-TU:N-ni]

Lady Wak Jalam Chan Ajaw of Motul de San Jose
[IX-6 jafla}ma-CHAN-AJAW]
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No doubt contemplating the uns-a.vus.lnf
fate awaiting him, a sajal from é!u
kingdom of Wak’aab, probably Santa
Elena, bites his fingers in a gesture

of submission and fear. Bird ]i_l,).':l..l'il:'
made the capture in early AD 752, two
months before his accession. Lintel 16,
British Museum.

Bird Jaguar's last monument shows him

exchanging ‘flap-staffs’ with Great Skull.

The ceremony may represent Great
Skull’s elevation to regent and guardian

to the young heir Chel Te’ Chan K’inich.

Lintel 9, ap 768

His final years

The last date associated with Bird Jaguar IV falls in June 768. The e
shown on Lintel 9, is significant, since it involves the king mhﬁ.?—' |
flap-staffs in a dance with his brother-in-law Great Skull, a presies

; i ird Jaguar's claim to b
unseen sajal. This mirrors Stela 11 and Bird Jaguar's cl i

: f v Creat Skullis
received the sanction to rule from his father. Great Sku
a reference to Bird Jag=

s thewis jaw or ‘uncle of the lord’, .
as the yichaan aj¢ r h. Great Sk

heir Chel Te’ Chan K'inich.* Given the boy's yout of ot |
could well have been installed as his regent. A I;ngﬂ;‘:;-xw f
found at the peripheral site of Retalteco gives him E]:M.‘
Ajaw title, indicating that he lived beyond October It-\l il
Temple 33, usually credited to Bird Jaguar, may -“:\thrrc I
completed by his son as a tribute to his father. 4 ﬂll ‘“.-“ Chel Te
depicts Bird Jaguar engaged in a ritual dance. One ..-1 I.L.,] titles
C]‘l.‘lt‘l K'lil'li(_'h as a E]UY‘ hu[ ;[_-;{:ni‘-gh llilﬁ d .'«'L'I'[L'."-Hl roys
including a full emblem glyph; another provid cher of
depiction of Lady Great Skull, described as the ‘me

)aced
. ; s o ame. Plact
[tzamnaaj Bahlam’, the first use of his regnaln =
sculpture carvee=
L18 h‘ " 2
Llf.'d for the

es the first

od dt
t
\‘\"”hi“ thL‘ Cuﬂrrﬂl L‘hil”ll erwasa “‘-"‘”""E

2 N ies clo
over life-size. Now decapitated (its head still | i
aguar cres

e
e

would seem to be a ‘cult’ statue that Bird ] A rich 0¥

hr.'.ldth'-"“l

. - . y s
veneration of his dead father (named by hi qptified
15 unident

t