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THE PRINCETON CLASSICS DEPARTMENT investigates the history, language, literature, and thought of ancient Greece and Rome. We use the perspectives of multiple disciplines to understand and imagine the diversity of these civilizations over almost two thousand years and to reflect on what the classical past has meant to later ages, and to our own.
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            Student Award
          
Henry D. Cammerzell Wins 2023 Stinnecke
The Stinnecke Prize, established at Princeton in 1870, is given to the sophomore or junior who passes the best examination based on the Odes of Horace, Eclogues of Vergil, and the Latin Grammar and Prosody, as well as the Anabasis of Xenophon or Plato’s Euthyphro, Crito, Apology and Phaedo and the Greek Grammar. The winner receives a one-time stipend of $5,000 in addition to any scholarship or other financial assistance, which he or she may be receiving.
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            Department News
          
Barbara Graziosi and Johannes Haubold Awarded 2023-2024 Grants from the Humanities Council
The Humanities Council is pleased to award 27 new grants for innovation and collaboration in 2023-24. These projects, led by 41 faculty from across 25 academic departments and programs, will contribute to humanistic inquiry across disciplines on Princeton’s campus and beyond. In addition, the Council continues to support six previously awarded multi-year initatives.
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            Department News
          
Emerita Froma Zeitlin Celebrates 90th Birthday!
The Department of Classics celebrates the 90th birthday of our esteemed emerita, Professor Froma Zeitlin. Professor Zeitlin is an exceptional scholar who has dedicated her career to the field of ancient Greek literature, with particular interests in epic, drama and prose fiction, along with work in gender criticism, and the relationship between art and text in the context of the visual culture of antiquity. Froma's work on establishing new approaches to Greek tragedy has been considered particularly influential.She has been an inspiration to generations of students and colleagues, and her contributions to the department and the wider academic community are immeasurable. We are honored to celebrate her milestone birthday and recognize her outstanding achievements. Please join us in wishing Froma a very happy 90th birthday!
You may view Froma's Liber Amicorum (Book of Friends), here.
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            Student News
          
Princeton undergraduates win translation contest
Grant Bruner, a senior in classics, took the first prize in both Greek and Latin at the New York Classical club undergraduate Greek and Latin examinations. Laurie Drayton, a freshman with classics interests, took the second prize in both. 
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            News
          
New minor in Classics
The Classics Department will offer a minor beginning with the Class of 2025.
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            Student News
          
Classics Student Annabelle Duval Name Class of 2023 Salutatorian
Annabelle Duvalis a history concentrator from Rhinebeck, N.Y. with a certificate in Gender and Sexuality Studies.Traditionally, the salutatorian delivers their address in Latin, a language Duval first started studying in the sixth grade. As an undergraduate, Duval studied the antiquity period in her home department, as well as in Classics. She also has taken courses focused on Latin literature.
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            News
          
The Department of Classics Mourns the Loss of Toni Keaney
Toni Keaney, the wife of our much-missed former colleague John Keaney, passed away on March 23.  The Keaneys moved to Princeton in 1959 and raised three children here while Toni worked as a nurse and teacher in the local school system.  We pay tribute to a life rich in service to others and send our condolences to her family.  A fuller obituary can be found here.
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            Post-Event Reflection
          
Karen ní Mheallaigh delivers Prentice lecture
In the 2022 Prentice lecture, ‘The Moon and the Map in the Ancient World,’ Karen ní Mheallaigh, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Classics at Johns Hopkins University, charted the long history of our fascination with the moon. Through a series of close readings of Lucian, Plutarch and other ancient thinkers, she unraveled an ancient phenomenology in which the moon was understood as an “optical prosthesis” that could supplement earthly vision and enhance the numinosity of space.
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            Faculty Appointment
          
Yelena Baraz Named Faculty Director of the Society of Fellows
The Society of Fellows is very much delighted to announce that Yelena Baraz, the Kennedy Foundation Professor of Latin Language and Literature and Professor of Classics, has been appointed as its faculty director, beginning in fall 2023. She is to succeed Michael D. Gordin, Rosengarten Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, who has led the Society since 2017.
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            Student Award
          
Former Undergraduate Savannah Marquardt is the 2022 Gruen Prize Winner
In 2022, the third year of the SCS Erich S. Gruen Prize, the selection committee received 18 submissions from graduate students across North America treating aspects of race, ethnicity, or cultural exchange in the ancient Mediterranean. The committee was impressed by the papers’ quality and range of disciplinary perspectives, methodologies, types of evidence, and time periods across the multicultural ancient world.
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            Student Award
          
Department of Classics PhD Candidate Malina Buturovic Receives Harold W. Dodds Fellowship
The Harold W. Dodds Fellowship was established in 1957 by an anonymous donor to provide a fellowship fund in honor of Harold Dodds, fifteenth president of Princeton. The fellowship recognizes exceptional students in their later years of study.
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            Post-Event Reflection
          
Luis Alfaro delivers Fagles lecture
This year, the annual Fagles lecture was delivered by theater director and MacArthur “genius” grant winner Luis Alfaro. Alfaro, one of the most inventive adapters of Greek tragedy for the modern stage, is known for plays and performances including Mojada, a retelling of Euripides’s Medea set in Los Angeles, Oedipus El Rey, a Chicano retelling of Oedipus Rex, and Electricidad, based on Sophocles’ Electra.
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            News
          
Dan-el Padilla Peralta Awarded 2022 American Historical Association Book Prize
The American Historical Association is pleased to announce the winners of its 2022 prizes, to be awarded at the AHA’s 136th annual meeting, which will take place in Philadelphia from January 5–8, 2023.
The AHA offers annual prizes honoring exceptional books, distinguished teaching and mentoring in the classroom, public history, and other historical projects. Since 1896, the Association has conferred over 1,000 awards. This year’s finalists were selected from a field of over 1,300 entries by nearly 150 dedicated prize committee members. The names, publications, and projects of those who received these awards are a catalog of the best work produced in the historical discipline.
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            Featured
          
Student Julia Paré: Reflections on Summer Travel
This summer, as a recipient of funding from the Seeger Center for Hellenic Studies and the Princeton Classics Department, I was able to attend the course in Modern Greek at the Princeton Athens Center, taught by Lelia Panteloglou, as well as a three-week French course through LSF in Montpellier, France. Department funding also supported my travels to other sites in Greece as well as visits to museums and sites within Athens relevant to my research and coursework.
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            Forthcoming
          
Luis Alfaro to deliver Fagles lecture
Theater director and MacArthur “genius” grant winner Luis Alfaro will deliver Princeton’s 2022-2023 Robert Fagles Lecture for Classics in the Contemporary Arts. Alfaro works in theater, performance, poetry and journalism, and is known for plays and performances including three adaptations of ancient Greek dramas: Mojada, a retelling of Medea set in Los Angeles, Oedipus El Rey, a Chicano retelling of Oedipus Rex, and Electricidad, based on Sophocles’ Electra.
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            Newsletter
          
2022 Princeton Department of Classics News Letter
The 2022 Princeton Department of Classics News Letter has arrived!
The department's annual newsletter is now available online and paper copies have been mailed.
Inside you can find exciting updates from faculty and students, as well as articles highlighting Classics Department events!

more









CLASSICAL MATTERS
Stories recommended by faculty, students, and alumni (submit suggestion)

Alexander the Great review – cultural treasures reduced to the status of comics

The Guardian


So Much for Caligula

London Review of Books


Ancient Greek aesthetics in vogue

BBC


 New Research Tracks Ancient Artifacts Looted by the Nazis

The New York Times


Close Readings: Among the Ancients

London Review of Books


Ancient Roman room for slaves discovered at Pompeii

The Guardian
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Department of Classics

Princeton University

141 East Pyne

Princeton, NJ 08544

tel: (609) 258-3951

fax: (609) 258-1943
[email protected]
Facebook
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