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OUTSPOKEN

Vive la Différence

In a world brimming with sad irony, few ironies are
sadder than that of oppressed groups oppressing each
other. This is particularly true when it comes to lesbians
and gays, who share a similar predicament but often
experience it from different perspectives. Oppression
between the lesbian community on the one hand and
gay men on the other comes in many forms, but none
are as insidious, or indeed as ridiculous, as one group
putting down the sexuality of the other.

Since OuiWeek began publishing, a number of gay
men have objected to anticles, photos, or features dis-
cussing women's sexuality or depicting their bodies. *1
don't want to know that much about leshians,” they say.
“Why do we need to look at THAT in a gay magazine?”

Some women feel the same about men. A lesbian
newspaper recently chided OwutWeek for urging a contin-
uation of the Coors advertising boycolt in gay publica-
tions while at the same time we ourselves continue (o
accept “disgusting” phone sex ads that “lesbians find so
offensive.”

Both of these negative attitudes have been tradition-
ally upheld and affirmed by many facets of gay and les-
bian culture. Some even go so far as to say that there's
something ‘natural’ about expressing disgust for the sex-
ual practices of the opposite homosex. There's not.

It's important to remember that straight society’s
oppression of us is based on a similar idea: that there's
something inherently disgusting about homosexuality,
and by extension homosexuals. It's not our brilliance
they hate, or our love for each other, or our compassion,
or our politics, or what we wear or the food we eat. It's
what we do in bed. It therefore stands to reason that we
couldn't more foolishly play into the hands of Jesse
Helms or William Dannemeyer than o agree with them
that what our gay brothers or lesbian sisters do with
their bodies is disgusting.

Our message to the heterosexual sea that surrounds
us is: Our sexuality is not bad—just different and as
good as yours. How can we expect them to believe that
if so many of us express disgust toward the sexuality of
the other half of our community.

We think that both gay men and lesbians should seek
out and familiarize themselves with the images and con-
cepts of the others' sexualities. We should reject the
learned tendendies to make fun of or express revulsion
toward the others' sexualities. And we should learn not just
to tolerate our sexual differences, but 1o celebrate them, W
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LETTERS

Enough is Enough?

In arewer fo Bill Chafin's
compiaint regarding tha FAre
sland Pines (OufWeek, Let-
tars to thea Editer, no. 11,
Sept. 89), the djs play Donna
Summaer because she hap-
pens 1o have the most popu-
lar records on the Elond this
surmmed and her songs pack
the dance floor (despite
what the Fost poge & said),
But what about all the old
Donna Summer played at
Mars? The last time | was
thare | heard “MacArthur
Park” on tha first floor ond a
couple minutes loter heard
“Sunset Peopla® on the sec-
ond floor. Kind of retra, huh?
i b, Chofin herfes this kind of
music, fine, but It seems to
me more g matter of toste.

I'm mot going to argue
whather Summer said
what it s said she sald. | am
far more concamed with the
negative energy wea have
alowed ihs problem to gen-
erate within the gay com-
munity. If someone has at
ane time said something
ogoirst us, are they then fo
be permanently domned? ls
there a fime for forghveness,
or should we wish tham ater-
nal misery? Prsandly, | do not
hiave such hatrad
| think those who still
protest ogainst Donna Sum-
e are wasting their enengy
ond precious fima. Sha really
has so little to do with the
state of things. If a cam-
paign against her were fo
succead, would that halp

pass legislation protecting
gay rights? Improve and
muttiply drug freatment pro-
grams? Would it help find a
cura? No, it would simply
fead a pathetic oppetite for
vengeance, Have we not
better things to do?

David L. Comeron

Manhattan

PS. | am very curicus to
know if OutiWeek investigat-
ed Donna Summer for them-
selvas belore noming her g
“freak of the week.”

Yes we dd See Bwue no. 13,
Sapl. 18. poge 22 —Ed

Wital

In all the dalogue
about why or why not Jeff
Lewi should or should nat be
hired o= a lobbyist, | ballave
a critical slement hos bean
ovariooked.

Jeff did an excellent job
in his role as Executive Direc-

ter of NGLIF. NGLTF is sup-
podad to ba the educational
am of our community. In his
naw role, he will function
strictly o3 an AIDS lobbyist
dealing with the release of
new drugs. Jeff's spouse, D,
Bopper Deyton, & the Direc-
tor of the CRI program af
MIH. His ultimate superior &
Dr. Foucl. In my mind, thearein
lies tha most disturbing ele-
ment of this appointment.
Do we hold our relation-
ships in such slight regard
that we beleve that-we ana
net influenced by the person
miost close to us. our spouse’
Wil Jeft bock off under Bop-
per's influenca? WIll this
impair Jeff's judgment? Will
the AIDS community ba truly
representad by the strongast
posible advocate who sees
nothing but the immediate
needs of the PWA? Can he
ba criticd of a progrom that
his spouse is directing? Wil
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GMHC haove o bafter
chance of getting o govern-
ment grant with Jeff and
Bopper in their respective
positions? How will this
oppex to ol the other AIDS
provider

oiganizotions?

It dso pairs me that we
&3 O community confinually
diminish the iImportance of
our relationships. As we are
first baginning to win gains in
racognition of our domestic
parinerships, we adsily ratio-
nalize oway that Impor-
tance. Would a haealth
otgonbation hite @ spowe in
the heterosexual sense. fo
lebby his or her spousa?
Would the ethics suos coma
to play? If we believe that
we do not nead to hove the
some code of ethlcs In
employmeant and govern-
mani o8 do non-gay mared
couplas, do we truly desanve
equal recognition of our
redationships?

Joff Levi it o talented
man. Thie Bsua for me i not
his: abiities but tho ethics of
his seeking this joeb, the
oppearonce of conflict of
interest and his ability 1o stay
partial to the paople ha rep-
resants. He must always
remain an odvocaie of the
PWA ond af times, on odver-
sy 1o the NIH.

| trust that Jeff wil con-
sidef the ksue of ethics ond
explain his pesition,

Viviaon Shopro

Maonhattan

Dole Model

Vivian Shapira’s latter
questioning my integrity and
efhics in my new role with
GMHC simply becouse of my
relationship with Bopper
Doyton s a very disappoint-
Ing demonstration of the
Internalized hemophobia
that cppresses so many n
o movament.

But first soma facts, that
Vivian aithar ignores o mis-
ropresents.

Vivion is past co-chair of
the Human Rights Campaign
Fund, our commiunity’s polti
cd oction commities, ond

50 knows full wall that s sster
crganization, the Maticnal
Gay ond Lesbion Task Force,
s our comemundy’s odvoco-
¢y arm; It Is not simply an
educational erganization. |
am not new to lobbying on
our community’s bahalf—|
did that fod the lost six years
al NGLTF. primarily on AIDS,
5o thewe B 0 recard—prior 1o
and during my relafion-
ship—a record thaot shows
that | have been wiling to
prae of citiclze onyone in
of out of govemmen! whon-
aver It wos appropriate. |
know there ore some af NIH
who wish | would femper my
pressure on them becowss of
my redationship, but | hoven't
and l'won't,

Vivion cloims my rela-
tionship with Boppar will
assist GMHC in getting NIH
funding. GMHC hos not
recaived and hos no plans

to apply for gronts from the
NiH, 50 the powibiity of con-
fict of interest b cosent

But what & most disturb-
ing & Vivion's claim fhat | am
somehow devaluing my relg-
fiorship with Bopper by con-
fnung to do thie work | hdve
dong for the [ost six
years—simply becouse my
spouse works in o related
fiald. | hatve no problem with
the public scrutinizing my
racord of the last six yeors fo
datarming I | haove in any
way compromised the intar-
asiz of the constituancy |
represent because of my
ralaliorship of the las! threa
years. | do have a majar
problem with Vivion®s sug-
gastion that | am no! profes-
sional encugh—and, [t
would seem fram har latfar,
all gay people are not pro-
fessional enough—to know
how to cary on a succassiul

coresr ond o succeassiul rela-
fionship,. I o heterosaxual
couple ke Bob and Eliza-
bath Dole con be a United
States Sanclor and Secretary
of Labor without Bob Dole
having te deny the peoplie
of Komsas reprasentiation on
all laber Bsues, then I & not
unreasanable for ma 1o fhink
fhat Bopper and | can han-
die fairly the separate
responsibilities of our profes-
sional fves.

Or doas Vivian Shopio
thirk gays are not equal?

Jalfrey Lev

Washington, D.C.

Dyke Dacrth

Hove you noficed the
number of Letters fo the Edi-
for thot hove complained of
the dearth of lasblonreloted
arficles in your mogazine?
We have. We were talking
about it the othar night and

This week's nightmare iz Zza Z5a Gabor, who said she's terrified of going
to jail because “I'm afraid of leshians.” It seems the slap-happy Hungarian,
whe hauled off and smacked a member of the Bavedly Hills Pelice Department,
isn't happy sbout disappenring inte the goulash gulog. We've got good news
for you, dagh-link. Wo polled 600 jailed leshians, and overy one of them said
they wouldn't touch you with & ten lael...

Zsa Isa is shown here reacting to her thirty-first face-lift in the classic

“Oueen of Duter Space.”
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wa came up with

TEM REASONS WHY
DYKES AREN'T WRITING FOR
OUTWEEK:

1. The poy is lowsy for a
forprofit publcation, and we
connat afford fo work chaap,

2 OufWeek ignates how
lasblons participate in gay
culture, N's different. As sin-
gle dykes and as couples,
wa make lexs monay thon
gay men and have dovel-
oped different forme of com-
riunity s o result,

3, Most of OufWeek's
arficles about dykes man-
oge o put down: 1) lesbians
over 30; 2) ferningty: 3) sepo-
ratism; 4) the antire history of
lesblan life on this planet
bafore 1981,

4, There are No 'womien
in power (full-time edifodal
staff) on this publieation,

5. The only women In
your weekly goy soclety
photo spread ("Social Temor-
Ism*) are elther straight
womean of men in drag, No
offarsa to siraight woman o
drogsters, but they're just not
lesbions! Hove you aver
heard of Park Slopa, of the
Duchess, of softbol?

&, Most dykes do nof

live in downtown Manhat-
ton, weor fancy clothas, or
have axpenshe harcuts.
7. Losbian [fe & not just
style—like gay men, we have
our polticol lsues: child cus-
tady. pay equity. viclence
against wamen. Or If you
must write about lesblanism
as style, why have you
ignorad our children, our
dogs and our cats?

8. We're firad of snide

s y
Ee in the boroughs; woman
who are angry about being
sax objects, And we're fired
of articles composed of ksts.

9. Ninety percent of
your so-called lesblan arti-
clas seak 1o explain lesbion
life to gay men. I3 that
because 90 parcent of your
recdedn are gay man?

10, Why should wa write
for this mogoeine i most jas-

bilans aren’t redding 17
Clitodia Van Dyck. Bufty
Bolibuster, Karla Mary

OutWeek {bmrh.lﬂﬂg Ecitor
Victaria Star

Maothing In the lesbian
and gay community & more
hmrulksu than lesbion invis-
biiity. expacially when it i
perpetuated by lesbions. In
this case, It is truly unfartu-
nate that o few fippant orli-
cles by one of two ogitating
dykes can couse such a
furcr that the rest of us go
unnoticed. By the rest of us |
am refarring to wiiters like
Denno Minkowltz, Morla
Maggentl, Sandy Dwyer,
Jean Corlomusto. Eva Yoo
Asonfawaa, Rachal Lurie,
Sue Burke, Andefrie Smith,
Cathetine Saolfield, Sorah
Schulman, Venaita Porter,
Sarah Petit, Jennle Liv-
Ingston, Kim Christensen,
Desma Holcomb, Vietorlo
Brownwarth, Liz ©'lexa.
Wickie Stamps. Susie Day,
rysalf and athars, who hove
covered such fopics os las-
bians in the military, lesbian
marrioge. Sharon Kowalski
{ond domestic partnership
Issues), safe sex, lesbion
health, Katherine Herzog
{and job-relcted dscriming-
fion), violence against les-
blans, lesbian craativity,
lesblan cultural expression,
dykes and the Insurance
industry, lesblan love, lesbion
pornagrophy and lesbian
history, not to mention les-
blan poiitical commeantary.
news and negular arts writing.

Mevertheles, you bring
up some imparant problems
that we at OulWeek ore
indeed trying to deal with.
Yos, wa need more lesblons
on the editodal stoff. And ne,
we don’l pay tons of money.
We do however, pay more
than most gay mags (it"s
ey to pay mote than nothe
ingl), ond as the mogazine
becomes profitable, he poy
will improve. Suffice 1o say
that OufWeek's publisher (a
PWA who founded ond
financed fhe Bosfon Lesbian
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and Gay Community Center,
amaong othar things) is not
making o dme from this pro-
ject, And since I'm also the
Compirolier, | should laiaw,

A for fhe articles about
fashien and clubs. or snide
remarks obout separatism,
consclousness raising ond
pollucks, yes, thay can gal
tiring. ©n the other hand,
there are real lasbigns who
are tired of being crificized
becouse they happen to
shave thelr logs {(and the
foct that oll of tha women in
fre “Social Temodsm” pages
have cool halr cuts and
weal make-up doas nof
meaan thal they are eithar
drog queans of straight). Per-
hops the orficles ore ocly of
faballion by women who
could not brooch these sub-
jects in other lesblon publi-
cations. After all, ageism,
altism and frying to defing
whal Is "PC" are problems
that exist not only in Owr-
Waek. They are huge prob-
lems in the lesbian
community, Does this mean
that OutiWeak should mimor
fhia . with all of its
foults? Hell ne, OutWeek
should ba leading us to
resohving these problems, or
of least serve @ a forum for
debate.

Which brings up my finol
point, “Why should you write
for the mogazine if mos! les-
bians aren't reading 17" s
that like “Which cama first,
the chicken or the egg?”
Ne, | call i more (ke “Ff you
aren’t part of the sclution,
you may be part of the
problem.” | am not being
fippant; we toke this quite
sarlously. But have lesbions
and goy men aver )uccesd-
ed in working together
axcepl around single swues
and major epldemics? The
goals that OuiWeek hos sef
for itself are monumental,
and [ will be histane i we
succead. But it wil take of of
s to pul it off. The foct that
you bothered to write is
encouroging. since it means

you are shil reading and giv-

ing input. A bigger concem
of mine s that your letter
could be equally valid if you
reploced the word
womenfiasbion for “people
of color,” but nobody both-
ared fo wiite that lefter.
Victoria Star

CutWeak confriblfor Vane:-
fa Porter responds:

Usually when ona of my
editers cals up ol hol under
the collar, it is nat good
news and this fime was cor-
tainly ne oxcaphion. It s -
ficudt fo argwer accusations
ef wundereporiage of
gender-alated bias cooly,
My unprescribed response s
offen soma primitive guote
about “fuck’em I thay
con'l loke a joke.” but that
is clearly Inoppropriate in
this clreumstance. | will not
defend CwiWeek by saying
that its covarage on leshion
Bsues s odequate. but | wil
say that | have written forf
savoral of our more “frodi-
fional® newspopers and
thete ore o few insights I'd
ika fo share.

Primarily | think that
mest gay/flesblan mags’
covetoge of women's ssues
& inodeguate of best. Many
of our community publica-
Hions fall Into he frop of a
cartian kind of polifical cor-
ractness that leaves those of
us who don’t subscribe fo
tha party line squaraly on
fhe wuninvited list,

Unforfunatedy, many of
our pubicotions ore so sofe-
iy shart of funds that paying
staff b problematic anough
without tho odded burden
of paying fresdance or vol-
untear writors. In the
decade of so that | have
written about ife o3 Q les-
bian, sax octhvat, AIDS worker
orfand person of color, |
have been paid for my
offorfs exactly seven times
{twice by OulWeek), This
akio includes several ~“pro-
fesslonal” journals many of
which have reprinfed my
arficles, in several other
publications



The fact that Ihe vas!
majority of lesbian writers
ore poid shit or bass B a foct
that forces oll of us fo do
othar things for money, One
of our longest-standing
newspopers barely pays s
writers and editors mara
fhan 520000 o week.

Thera seams fo ba this
mistoken assumption that if
Q reader writes in to com-
ploin  abeut editorial
appiaach, something wil
change. Thera Is a hope,
but balleve me it should
remain in tha recm of wish-
@s. As for knocking con-
sciousness raoising and
potiuck | hote to spill the
beors, but thera are many
af us lasblans who hove
refired our collective men-
toities ond comsercle dishes.
Caoll me sacraligious, but |
think If we cannot make fun
of ouselves, wo are In ser-
ous frouble. Look, when |
walked Into thi office and
sow all those serlous white
bays | got a litHe nervous...
thafe i no gendar equity in
gayfletbian  journalism,
Thera ate several publica-
fions that do o domn good
Job of it, but they are
betieged with lettedns saying
that thelr coverage Is too
lesbicn-odanted.

| would venture to soy
thot one should olso
remamber that “new” & the
cperative ward hare, Cut-
Week s embarrasingly
young and B bound fo do
some tactiess ond single-
sighted things. There b value
in being crifical and realstic.
Like socmeone finding her
voice in o loud room, onoe B
definttely going te hove fo
fry ditfecant pitches to moke
onesall heard, | think wa
agrea that our lives are
multi-foceted, and we are
tightly fired of educating
boys about that foct, i's sort
of e trying to get your bast
male friends to cany tam-
pens. Once again we wil
haove o be palient with
eoch ofher, ond kick soma
05 when necessary. | think

we have 4 dangerous habd
of conrbalzing our leodars
and our young. It i o tablo
to which | do nol wish 1o be
invitad, but I'll glodly shara
my fofu with you. And wea
will Iry to teach the boys
SOM@ manneds, just give us
$0me fime.

DutWeek confributor Liz
Tracey responds:

| do net balleve | am
arregant enough fo speak
for the antire leshion commu-
nity. I you chocse fo do so, |

diverse community we ara,
nd perhaps foke yoursehves

less sefously whan doing 5o
Maybe we t:_nuld hmra_ a

pofiuck
right fo discuss it

QutWeek Feafures Editor
Michelongele  Signorile
responch:

Not that we're 30 much
info nurmibers, statistics, fgures.
afe., but we do feel certain
things need o be clatied As
OutWoek's masthaod shows,
naarly half of our contiibuton
are lesbions, And 42% of
Oulesk s subscription cus-
tomers so for are women.,
Without quastion, OufWesk
neeads lesblors on Hy ediond
staff, ond we ore now work-
ing fo ochieve tht,

We have encouwraged,
and confinue fo encouroge,
women with any point of view
o wite for Oufivesk. We ane
chasfzed by wormean mumr
‘we are not
views, and yet thay dnn‘i
actually offer them to us.
Access to OufiVesk doos not
recuire fhe same lind of con-
rontational toctics necessary
in dealing with governmen!
bureaucrocias. A fow story
Idecs joted down on papor
will suffice,

Wigged Out
| hope that CuiWeek
will thrive in its intentions fo
canmy @ long-nesdead ban-
net for activism te lesblan
and gay communities,

Haove you considerad an
Investigation an why 8o
many of our friends and
colleogues whoe hove os!
ot dearly o3 ony of us
choose nof to ACT UP
“united in anger against
AIDE*? For thase of us who
have fought for our loved
cnes, os wall as fighting for
those who won't or can
fight, we know it continues
to ba tough: last Tuesday's
miserable turn out for Tha
housing rally; and after a
lovely day at Wigstock, the
violence that ended the
bliss raised chilling Issuas
for me,

After the police had
amested ond impounded a
man for defending others
who weare ottocked by
locrosso-sticked idiots. Lady
Bunny ond crew permitted
an announcement of a vigl
te be hald at @ nearby
police precinct. There, neor
the stage. | recoled of sever-
dl irsiclous exclomations from
people, some of whom are
purparted to be prominent
figures in NYC's gay alite.
“Thiay intand 1o tun Wigstock
inte an ACT UP meelingl”
*They have to politicize

ing!” and tha ke,

Fram ACT UP's beglin-
ning. | have observed much,
incluging obscene cppor-
tunism omang seme indkid-
uals, key players who
appear more interastad in
whio or how many they go
home with each commities
night; chiding. sexism,
ractm, cruel anegance and
politically Irresponsible
aclions potentially detri-
mental 1o us all. But ol this s
old news. In shor, fram Tha
trust funders fo the heme-
less, ACT UP New York is a
bunch of New Yorkers, offen
behaving frumpily humaon.
We hove celebrated victe-

ing for us oll. But not these
bock saatl gossips hissing
against ACT UPI How ugly:
how far, for worse than any
of ACT UP's shorlcomings
{and beyend the sheer
unacy of having ne notion
that Wigstock i highly polii-
cal by its very existence),
thaso sniveling pefty bou-
gecls omong us are DAN-
GEROUS PEOPLE WHOSE
SEMNSELESSMNESS THREATENS
THE CRUMBS OF FREEDOM
WOMN BY EVERY PERSON OF
COURAGE. The time i post
dua o let these individuals
know that thay are the Von
Karojans, fiddiing while
Barlin burns, and they
desono tho SOme roge wae
alm at City Hall and the
FOA. And these wimps
didn't even have the guts
o waar a wig af Wigstock,
Jamie Leo
Maninatton

Bol Recall

In your 9/11/89 edifors’
reply to cormmspondents Bk
Smith, Dan Hunter and
Themas Hickey you stated,
ostensibly for the sake of
claification, that the Coon
lege oppeaning in the bock-
ground of a photograph of
your offices wos a posteand
“sent to us mEcheviously by
columnist Bradly Bol.” Asde
from the fact that the cor-
rect word Is mischisvously, |
wish 1o stafe for the recond
that | never behave in this
manner (not at these
woges). Maliciously, some-
fimas; imparously, offen;
mischlevously, never] Fur-
thermore, | feal that by
atfribufing fhe quality of mis-
chief fo ma you have sor-
ously undermined the
integrity of my column. How
on earth can | be expacted
fo continue advising our
community whila my own

ries even o3 deoar sweal aoditors have publicly
fionds die and equally inno-  malgned me a3 o prankster
cent ond unknown sirongenl  of, worse, an Imp? Enough
odd another digit to the  of these dvisive toctics!
grizzly stafy. indignantty,
Lika it or not, ACT UPers Brodiey A Bol

are amang the ones fight- Marhattan
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News

by Michelangelo Signorile

NEW YORK — For the first tme in
history, trading at the New York Stock
Exchange was interrupted by
protesters last Thursday, when seven
AIDS activists slipped past security
guards and delayed the stan of trad-
ing by five minutes with 2 loud and
vibrant demonstration.

Shortly after the seven were
arrested and taken into cusiody, at
approximately 11:10 am, a crowd —
at one point swelling to over 1500
people — began arriving for a rau-
cous, ear-splitting demonstration in
front of the Exchange at 30 Broad
Street in Manhattan's Financial District.
The protest, organized by ACT

LAYING OUT THE WELLCOME MAT
Activisis en the New York Steck Exchange Balcany

AIDS Activists Storm Stock
Exchange, Halting Trading
High Price of Burroughs' AZT Under Fire

UP, targeted the drug company Bur-
roughs Wellcome, maker of Actifed,
Sudafed, Neosporin and a host of
other over-the-counter drugs. Bur-
roughs holds an exclusive patent on
the anti-viral drug AZT, which costs
individuals an average of $8000 per
year, making it the most expensive
drug in history. It remains the only
federally-approved AIDS treatment
proven significantly elfective in slow-
ing the progression of AIDS.

Activists demanded the drug be
made available free to the millions of
people in the U.5 who are now
infected with HIV, the vinus assoctated
with AIDS.

“There is a myth out there that

v

we're robber barons, ripping people
off,” David Barry, vice president,
research development and medical
affairs for Burroughs Wellcome told
the Wal Street fournal "Il would be
theoretically possible for us to give
away all our drug,” he continued.
*Everyone would get it for a while,
and then we'd go bankrupd.”

Fake Name Tags

Al approximately 9:25 am. seven
men, all dressed in sults, entered the
Stock Exchange using fake Bedrs
Stearns name tags. According to for-
mer bond trader Peter Staley, who is
the chair of ACT UP's fundraising
commiitee, he and four others then
quickly went up to the VIP balcony
which overlooks the trading floor,
immediately chaining themselves o a
bannister and handcuffing themselves
to each other. Staley says he looked at
the clock at that moment and noticed
that it was 9:29:45.

The Exchange opens precisely at
830 am, when there is usually a surge
of trading. Staley said the five
enfurled 2 banner which read *Sell
Wellcome® and hung it from the bal-
cony. They then used loud emergen-
¢y marine fog horms, attempling to
make hearing anything else impossi-
ble. Although the trading boards and
ticker machines did not stop, it was
impossible to verbally communicate
and, therefone, most transactions were
halted, according to several traders
who were on the Mloor. The Stock
Exchange, however, reported that
trading was not interrupled.

Times: No Story
Two of the seven protestors had
positioned themselves below the bal-
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BULL MARKET?
ACT UP zaps the New York Steck Exchange

cony and immediately began taking
photographs (using cameras which
they had smuggled in) when the ban-
ner was unfurled. They then quickly
walked outside and gave the fim to
other activists who brought it 1o the
Associated Press, which sent the
photo and the story across the coun-
iry. Reporis of the demonstration
appeared in all of New York's dailies,
except The New York Times, which
has come under aitack recently for
what activists have called its spotty,
inaccurale AIDS coverage. The story
ran on the front page of the Wall
Street fournak i was also covered by
national television networks and moss
local network affiliates,

Staley said that the chained,
hand-culfed group on the balcony
began throwing fake dollar bills out
onto the floor, imitating @ demonstra-
tion by Abbie Holfman nearly 20

years ago (Hoffman had used real
maney). The bills were reponediy
printed with the slogan, “Fuck your
profiteering, we're dying while you
play business.”

While security guards tried 1o
remove the protestors, traders and
brokers surged toward the balcony in
large numbers, booing and jeering,
according to Staley. *They were
angry. They were screaming things
like "Mace the faggots! and they were
throwing wads of paper at us," he
told O Week

“You've Seen Faggots Belore”

Eva Andersen, a Swedish tourist
who was on a tour of the Exchange,
said there was panic on the trading
floor at that moment. “It was a bil
frightening,® she said. *They [the
traders] were rushing at them [the
protestors].  There was lots of anger

Photo: Lee Snider/Photo Images

and booing.* Andersen said the visi-
tors were immediately hurried owt by
guards, Robert Hilferty, one of the
activists who had taken photographs
and then walked back into the
Exchange, described the traders as
*an angry, mobilized mob.®

*They were waving thelr fiss,
while one trader was yelling to the
others: ‘you've seen faggots before,
get back to trading!™

The guards eventually removed
the protesters from the Exchange, But
at that point, 2 "witch hunt® ensued,
according to Hilferty. “Some traders
were looking on the floor for out-
siders.” Hilfenty said a trader looked at
him and yelled, *Who the fuck are
you!* and ran for him. Within sec-
onds, Hilferty claims, he was being
chased by dozens of “blood-thirsty
and violent” traders.

See STOCK EXCHANGE on page 57
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News

Gays, AIDS Advocates

KING AND QUEENT Phato: Ellen B. Neipris
Dinkins and Messinger visit the Duchess belore Sheridan Square rally

Dinkins Wins Primary
With 58% of the Gay Vote

Acceptence Speech Angers Lesbians,

by Gabriel Rotello

NEW YORK — When Manhattan Bor-
ough President David Dinkins won
the Democratic mayoral primary with
51 per cent of the vote, ending the
reign of Mayor Ed Koch and becom-
ing the first Black man to win the
nomination, it seemed o be a cause
for celebration in the lesbian and gay
community, which favored Dinkins 1o
Koch 58% to 34%, according to a
Daily News exit poll.

But Dinkins immediately ran into
tnouble with his lesbian and gay sup-
porters when he failed te mention
AIDS or give prominence (o gay men
and lesbians in his acceptance speech.

Many in the AIDS community
were exultant that Koch, and presum-
ably his controversial health commis-
sioner, Slephen Joseph, will be out of
i job next year. Most lesbian/gay
organizations, political clubs and
politicians had endorsed Dinkins, and
it was widely considered that the
community's support would be crucial
to his success.

But on election night, despite a
lengthy victory speech delivered in
the Grand Ballroom at the Penla
Hotel during which Dinkins spoke of
numerous minority issues and
thanked countless supporters, he
failed 1o mention the AIDS epidemic,
and omited recognition of his leshian

and gay support

"GaysT AIDST"

After a small group of campaign
volunteers fashioned a makeshif sign
reading, "Gays? AIDS?™ and held &
beneath the podium from which
Dinkins was speaking, the candidate,
at the wging of Manhaitan Borough
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President nominee Ruth Messinger,
acknowledged his gay and lesbian
support, mentioning a rally the previ-
ous Friday in Sheridan Square.

The following day, at a Demo-
cratic Party “unity rally" on the steps
of City Hall, Dinkins again spoke at
length about the problems facing the
city and the diversity of his suppor,
without mentioning AIDS or the les-
bian and gay community,

In an interview with OutWeek,
Dinkins' campaign manager, Bill
Lynch, insisted that the omission was
accidental. *1 want to apologize to the
gay and lesblan community,” Lynch
said. *We're deeply concerned about
the community and about AIDS."
Lynch pointed to the large number of
lesbians and gay men working at the
Borough President's office, and Dink-
ins' strong pro-gay sand on domestic
parinership and AIDS. *1 hope Dink-
ins won't be punished over this,”
Lynch said, adding, “It will not hap-
pen again.”™

Leaders express concern

Community leaders, however,
expressed concemn, and Dinkins' gay
campaign workers called an emergen-
cy meeting Thursday night to assess
the damage that was done,

Campaign staffer Leslie Kagan
todd ChaWesk, “We need to remind Mr.
Dinkins and his speechwriters that we
are an important part of his constiuen-
cy. But we must also remind the com-
munity that he has a very good record
on gays and AIDS." Kagan added, “We
can feel comfonable being part of this
campaign, but we feel justified in
pushing our concerns.”

Referring to appointments and
innovations made during the Koch
administration, Joyee Hunter, a cam-
paign volunteer, stated, Il I'm going
te plug Dinkins, | want te know
what's going lo happen to the
mayor's office for lesblans and gays,
the health commissioner's office, and
the police liaison. The fact that he is
not talking about us publicly is of
great conoern.”

But Christopher Babick, the
deputy director of the People With
AIDS Coalition, was reluctant to
criticize Dinkins, pointing to his

political and financial support,
through the Borough President's
office, of the AIDS community.
According to Babick, Dinkins also
“spoke repeatedly about AIDS and
the lesbian and gay community® in
his most recent State of the Bor-
ough Address,

*l was a linle disappointed with
his victory speech, and | do wish he
had emphasized AIDS and his gay
support,” Babick continued. *But
Dinkins has always been accessible,

and there has never been any ques-
ticn of his support.”

Polls of New Yorkers, who are
five times more likely to be
Democrats than Republicans, place
Dinkins squarely ahead of Republican
rival Rl,u:ll:llph Giuliani. Nevenheless,
it is widely believed that Giuliani,
whe has also received the nomination
of the Liberal Party, will mount the
strongest Republican bid for City Hall
since John Lindsay's successful
atternpl twenty years ago. v

v

Ko S —asoesdl, les f

IT°’S UPTO US!

THE LESBIAN HERSTORY ARCHIVES NEEDS:
1 LESBIAN TO GIVE $1,000,000
10 LESBIANS T0 GIVE $100,000
100 Lﬁsﬂmﬂs% GIVE $10,000
1,000 LESBIHNSWTG GIVE 51,000
10,000 LESBIAI'?ITS TO GIVE $100
100,000 LESB!ADI{IS TO GIVE 510

or
1,000,000 LESBIANS TO GIVE $1

sln:tlwﬂi.mmﬂmﬂmmﬁrchhubuumdmlg:mt.
nurture Lesblan culture. Bursting at the seams In our 15
needs a new home. Our dream to create a new Lesbian
Center can come true only with your financial support, Flease help by
mmmmmmmmi We need

protect, and
, the Archives
and Cultural

$

OK, HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION:

MNAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:

A |

Mail to: Lesbian Herstory

Educational
PO, Box 1258, Hﬂl“hrh]"l"t' 10116, All contributions are tax
Please write or call (212) 874-7232 for more Information.

Foundation, Inc (or LHEF, Inc.),
deductible.
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News

by Sandor Katz

NEW YORK — Openly gay City
Council candidate Tom Duane was
defeated in his attempt 1o unseat
Coucilwoman Carol Greitzer, who has
represented the third council distric,
which includes the Village, Chelsea
and pans of the East Side, for twenty
years, Duane received 16,704 votes,
or 46 percent of the
total, to Greitzer's
19,716, or 54 percent.
In 1985, Greitzer was
challenged unsucces-
fully by gay candi-
date David
Rethenberg, who lost
by a similar margin.

The growing
belief in the weeks
before the election
that Duane would
win, fueled by a New
York Times September
1 endorsement, made
his defeat all the
more disappointing 1o
supporters. Duane
tried 1o wrn that dis-
appointment around
with an election-night
announcement that
he will seck election
to the Council again
in 1941,

Duane, wearing his own cam-
paign button, a baseball cap from the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union, and a loosened tie,
arrived at his victory party at a
Chelsea restaurant just after 11 pm, as
Mayor Edward Koch's concession
speech blared on a television behind
the bar.

“The good news is that we dont

ONTOD 1991

Greitzer Survives Another
Gay Challenge

Duane Loses by 3,000 Votes, Announces ‘91 Candidacy

have to listen 1o that for four more
years,” he quipped, wrning off the set,
“We ran a wonderful, thrilling, exciting
campaign. But the numbers just
weren't there this time,” he wold the
dozens of supponers and campaign
workers who had packed the room.
Duane won nearly 60 percent of
the vote in Chelsea, where he lives

Photo: Ellen B. Neipris
Tom Duane giving concession speech in Chelsea

and has served as a Democratic Pany
district leader and community board
member. But according 1o campaign
manager Lisa Parrish, Duane fell shom
of the 50-50 vote she was counting on
in the Village, the eastern regions of
which are a traditional Greitzer
stronghold. Some involved with the
campaign said that the endorsement
of Greitzer by the New York Native

A/

and the Stopewall Democratic Club,
both of which also endorsed Koch,
cost Duane the votes he needed in
the West Village as well,

Parrish said of the district's East
Side neighborhoods, which lack the
west side’s huge concentrations of gay
men and lesbians, *We did a lot of
work there, and it shows,™ noting that

Duane received twice as
many voles in Peter Cooper
Village than Rothenberg
had four years ago.

Most observers at-
tributed Greitzer's victory
to the inertia of incumben-
¢y. Challenges to incum-
bents are notoriously
difficult. OF the nine coun-
cil races that involved
incumbents, only one,
Hilton Clark of Haremn and
Morningside Heights, was
defeated. Twenty-five of
the Council's incumbent's
went unopposed in the pri-
maries,

But some Duane sup-
porters blamed progres-
sive, non-gay supporters of
the lesbian and gay com-
munity, like Manhattan
Borough President candi-
date Ruth Messinger and
Congressman Ted Weiss,
State Senator Manfred Ohrenstein,
and Assemblyman Richard Gottfried
for failing to endorse Duane. (Accord-
ing to Greitzer campaign literature,
Weiss endorsed Greitzer.)

Duane seemed determined to
continue his quest, however, and con-
cluded his concession speech by say-
ing, “I'm not going away. This is really
the kickoff to the 1991 campaign.” ¥
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CANDI-DATE?
Dave Taylor (1) and his lover Cliff Flanders,

Phata: Andrew Lichtenstein

Taylor Defeated
in West Side
Council Race

by Keith Miller and Andrew Miller
NEW YORK — Dave Taylor's bid o
become one of New York City's first
openly gay city council members
ended on election night, when he fin-
ished fifth in a field of 8 candidates
vying for the leadership of Manhat-
tan's fourth district, which includes the
Upper West Side and Hell's Kitchen.
Taylor received 3,070 of the
41,998 votes cast in the race, which
was won by Ronnie Eldridge, a long-
time West Side politician who was
once the liaison between the lesbian
and gay community and former Mayor
John Lindsay. The district’s incumbent,
Ruth Messinger, was successful in her
run for the Democratic nomination for
Manhattan Borough Presiden.
According to his campaign staff,
Taylor finished second or third in the
election districts containing the largest
populations of Black and Latino vot-
ers. Taylor, a substance abuse coun-
selor, aitributed this success to his

“intelligent and humane approach” o
addiction and treatment issues.

*“Doubters sald that he would not
get the Black and Latine vote
because he is gay,” said Rachel
Breen, Taylor's campaign manager,
"but we proved them wrong.” Breen
said that Taylor was in an “excellent
position® 1o win a seat on the coundcil
in two years, when planned changes
in the city's charter would expand
Mew York City's legislative body by
about iwenty seats.

Addressing a crowd of forty vol-
unteers and supporters in a small audi-
torium next to his campaign

on Broadway near West
Tind Street an hour after the polls had
dosed, Taylor was reflective and opti-
miistic. "You dont always win your first
time out. But we are building an onga-
nization that will eventually bring
about the kinds of changes on the
West Side that we wanl,” he said.
Eldridge's resounding victory —

v

the total number of votes cast for her
was more than double that of her
nearcst opponent, Scoll Sringer —
was achicved in pan by a good deal
of support from the lesbian and gay
community. Reached by phone at her
home two days after the election,
Eldridge told OutWeek, “I've always
been supportive of the lesbian and
gay community, and [ was wvery
pleased that 1 had that support.”

Speaking of Dave Taylor, she
added, "1 recognized and supported
gay people’s inlerests in suppoding a
gay candidate, and | hope 1o be a
champion for the gay community even
after it elects one of s own, | hope w
b joined on the City Council by a gay
porson very soon.” In heavily Demo-
cratic Manhattan, Eldridge’s nomina-
tion, like Messinger's, more or less
assures her of a victory in Novemnber.

Observers told OwrWeek that
Eldridge was particularly interested in
and supportive of Tom Duane's City
Council campaign (see anicle).

Taylor, who had put drug abuse,
homelessness, lesbian and gay rights
and AIDS in the forefront of his cam-
paign, said Tuesday night, “When |
began this campaign 15 months ago,
AIDS wasn't even mentioned by the
other candidates.

“This is not the end,” Taylor
added. *One of the main reasons | ran
was 10 build a progressive coalition
of lesbians and gays, of Blacks and
Hispanics, lofl women [and] minori-
ties: people with progressive ideas,
people who want to see this city
turned around.® Referring to David
Dinkin's sucoessful bid for the Demo-
cratic Pamy's nomination for mayor, he
concluded, *We now have one hell of
an opporunity 1o do that — we can
elect David Dinkins as mayor.” v

CITY COUMNCIL DISTRICT 4

PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS
Ronnie Eldridge 16,510
Scott Stringer 2&
Janice Shorenstein 23
Jerry Goldfeder 3,112
David Taylor 3,070
Lancelot Fletcher 2,159
Ethel Sheffer 2,119
Raymond Cline 1,511
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News

AIDS Doc Blasts City
on Treatment Access

Claims Minorities, Women Can’t Get New Drugs

by Chris Bull

NEW YORK—Dr. Bernard Bihari, the
director of the Community Research
Inittative (CRI}, an organization that
conducs community-based dinical -
als on potential AIDS treatments,
demanded that the city change its poli-
cy that prohibits city-run hospitals and
dinies from distributing drugs that have
not yet been fully approved by the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
Al a September 7 press conference
organized by CRI, several other repre-
sentatives of AIDS advocacy groups
charged that the New York City Health

[,
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and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) is
denying life-prolonging treatments
low-income people with AIDS
Treatment for AIDS is increas.
ingly going to include both FDA-
approved and experimental drugs,®
Bihari said, Contending the policy dis-
criminaies against poor women and
people of color—who are more likely
to depend upon city facilities for
health care—Bihari called on HHC 1o
seek experimental drugs from the
MNational Institutes of Health (NIH) for
its patlents. “These patients will not
have equity of access to what will be
standard treatment for AIDS" Bihari

v

/

todd the assembled media at the CRI
office on West 20th Street.

Irls Long, direcior of AIDS Treat-
ment Registry, which tracks clinical -
als in the city, said that few of the
thousands of the people with AIDS
(PwAs) and people with AIDS-related
Complex (PWARCS) that use city facili
ties receive even the most standard
treatments for the disease. *We have
been working at this for years, but
there just has not been enough action
[from HHC)L® Long advocated getiing
activists on hospital boards in order to
push the city to open trials, She also
noted that even FDA-sanctioned drugs
like pentamidine are often not avail-
able in city emergency rooms. “We

have: to force them 1o deliver,” she said.

60 Percant Mortality Rate

"The city is not even trying drugs
that have been proven o save lives,
which is criminal,® said David
Kirschenbaum of ACT UP's treatment
and data commities, He pointed out
that there is still a 60 percent mortality
rate among PWAs from pneumocystis
pneurnonia, which can be prevented
with the use of drugs such ss trime-
trexate and acrosolized pentamidine.

HHC said the eriticism was
unfounded. An HHC spokesperson,
Sue Halpin, told OnsWeek that the city
never had an official policy prohibiting
the distribution of experimental drugs.
"We were very disappointed with CRI's
presentation. We feel it was off base
and innacurate. The real focus should
be on the FDA and the NIH, agencies
that should be encouraged to make
drugs more available. We agree with
CRI that access for the poor and

DEMANDING THAT THE CITY CHANGE Photo: Ellen B. Neipris minorities should be improved, but 1o
CAr's Barnard Bihari sugpest that we are not doing our best
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to provide care for

our patients is very
unfair,” said Halpin.

No Guinea Pigs

According to
Halpin, HHC presi-
dent Jo Ivey Bouf-
ford has already
written to Anthony
Faucl, director of
the National Insti-
tute for Allergy and
Infectious Disecases
(NIAID), asking for
the agency's assis-
tance enrolling
minorities and 1V
drug users into tri-
als. The letter
admitted that only
about 200 out of
over 4,000 HHC
patients with AIDS
were enrolled in
MIH trials. The let-
ter also acknowl-
edged that while over 60 percent of
the city's PWAs are people of color,
only about ten percent of PWAs
enrolled in NIH sponsored trials at
city facilities are minorities.

Halpin also said that HHC urges
caution with the use of experimental
AIDS treatments. “We don't want vul-
nerable minority patients to be used
as guinea pigs for toxic AIDS drugs.®

Testing and GMHC

The press conference was seen
by many as a response to an earller
announcement by Gay Men's Health
Crisis (GMHC) advocating anonymous
HIV testing for people at risk for
developing AIDS. GMHC's announce-
ment was criticized for failing 1o rec-
ognize that treatment is still not
available 1o most people who test
HIV antibody positive, especially the
poor and uninsured. A number of
representatives of minorities commu-
nities addressed what they said is the
almost total lack of treatment avail-
able to the poor.

Yolanda Serrano, executive direc-
tor of the Association for Drug Abuse
Prevention and Treatment (ADAFT),
said women and minorities are not
participating in drug trials. “This pop-

MAKING DRUGS AVAILABLE TO ALL Photo: Ellen B. Neipris
ADAPTs Yolanda Serrano

ulation is excluded from the one thing
that could save their lives,” she stated.
For example, she said new trials for
ddl, an anti-viral drug related ioc AZT,
should be available o all. “Many sub-
stance abusers have been denied
access to drug trials and have to claim
to be gay or bisexual to get into a
trial,” said Serrano.

“IV drug users and women of
child-bearing age are routinely denied
gocess to drug trials based on stereo-
types. Addicts are seen as unreliable
although many do care about their
health,” added George Bellinger, Edu-
cation Coordinator for the Minority
Task Force on AIDS.

Of the 7500 PWAs and PWARCs
who are served by HHC, less than
100 receive experimental drugs, said
Bihari “We are sympathetic to a cer-
tain extent,” said Bihari. "The HHC
staff is overworked and not aware of
many AIDS drugs. They are often per-
forming what amounts to batlefront
triage, without the kind of time 1o
spend with patients that private physi-
cians have.” Asked who is to blame
for the failure to make drugs avail-
able, Bihari said “there is a lack of
leadership at the top of HHC and at
local levels.” T

Gay Bash
Murder

: ot
Reversed

by Keith Clark
SAN FRANCISCO=—In a two-lo-one
decision, the state court of appeal here
reduced the 1984 second-degree mur-
der convictions of three men to invol-
untary manslaughter in the bashing
death of a San Francisco gay man,
bringing angry accusations of homeo-
phobia from local activists. The state
attorney general's office announced
August 28 that it would appeal the deci-
sion to the California Supreme Court.
The three men, Timothy White,
26, and Donald Clanton and David
Rogers, both 23, were convicted in
1986 of second-degree murder in the
July 29, 1984 killing of John O'Con-

nell and were sentenced to 15 years
to life by 2 unanimous jury verdict.

In reducing the verdict, the
appeals court found that evidence
during the trial indicated O'Connell
had been struck only twice, which
courts have ruled does not have the
*high probability of death® usually
required for a murder conviction. The
three men, who have been in jail
since their arrest in 1984, could be eli-
gible for parcle immediately as a
result of the appeals coun ruling.

*The attack was unprovoked and
seems clearly 1o have been motivated
solely by mindless homophobia,® jus-
tice William Newsom wrote in the
majority court finding. “But the pres-
ence of such circumstances, however
reprehensible they may be, cannat
support an inference that the isclated
act of striking a person with bare
hands in itsell impors a high degree
of probability that death will enswe.”
Justice John Racanelli concurred in
MNewson's findings.

Justice John Holmdahl dissented,
however, pointing out that the three
men left the scene of the assault on
O'Connell laughing. Holmdahl also

Sea GAY BASH on pags 57

v
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News

by Cliff 0'Neill
WASHINGTON—Moving the country
one step closer to a national ban on
AIDS and HIV discrimination, the U5
Senate apgpwoved on Sepl. 7 2 historic
bill banning discrimination on the basis
of disability, by a lopsided 76-8 margin.
The bill, the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (5. 933), would extend to
the estimated 43 million Americans
with disabilities, Including persons
with AIDS and HIV infection, the pro-
tections of the Civil Rights Act of
19!54 The bill would b:n discrimina-

tion on the basis of physical or mental
disability in the areas of employment,
public accommodations and telecom-
munication systems in both public
and private sectors, A ban on such
discrimination in housing was passed
last year as pan of the Fair Housing
Act of 1988,

Lesbian/gay and AIDS activists
wasted no time in praising the Senate for
passing the landmark discrimination bl

*This is the cenlerpiece legislative
priority for the entire AIDS and

gay/lesbian community,” stated Roben

AIDS/HIV Anti-Bias Bill

Passes Senate
Vote Excludes “Homosexuals, Pyromania, Compulsive Gambling”

Bray, communications director for the
Human Rights Campaign Fund. “The
fact that it passed by such an over-
whelming margin in the Senale proves
to us that the Ume has come, finally,
for what we have been fighting for the
last six years: anti-discrimination pro-
tections for people with AIDS."
"People should be judged on
their abilities, not their disabilities,”
stated Sen. Tom Harkin (D-lowa), the
bill's lead sponsor. Likening the bill 1o
a "20th Century Emancipation Frocla-
mation,” Harkin called the bill "one of

| THE LADY CARRIES ATORCH |

WRST NU ONE NDTICED I BUT SOON T BECAME QUITE OBVIQUS.
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the most critical pieces of legislation
affecting people with disabilities ever
addressed in this nation.”

HIV Commission

*This bill implements the key pro-
visions of the Presidential Commission
on the HIV Epidemic,” stated Sen.
Bdward Kennedy (D-MA) who called
the legislation “not only simple justice,
[but] scund public health policy.”

Although at the onsst of the day-
long debate on the bill's provisions,
Harkin stated that he and Senate
Minority Leader Robert Dole (R-KS)
would oppose any amendments to
the bill, several measures were
attached to the bill with varying
degrees of supporn.

After a long and heated debate,
Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) lost on a
motion 1o allow an amendment to
provide tax breaks (o cerain small
businesses trying to comply with the
bill. During Noor debate, Haich also
made 2 reference lo expecied amend-
ments to exclude cerain disabilities
from the bill's protections. “All of
these communilies deserve suppor,
regardless of ocur personal points of
view whether we like or dislike vari-
ous communities where disabilities
exist,” Hatch said.

*Gender Idantity Dizsorders™

Afterwards, Armsirong asked
Harkin if a series of conditions—
including drug abuse, homosexuality,
pedophilia and kleptomania—were
covered under the bill's protections of
people with mental disabilities.

Although Harkin assured Arm-
strong that they were not, he later
introduced an amendment specifically
excluding from the bill *homosexuali-
ty, bisexuality, transvestism, pedophil-
ia, transsexualism, exhibitionism,
voyeurism, compulsive gambling,
kleptomania or pyromania, gender
Identity disorders, current psychoac-
tive substance use disorders, current
psychoactive substance-induced
organic mental disorders...which are
nol the result of medical treatment or
other sexual behavior disorders ®

After brief comment from
Kennedy that the bill did not eover
these groups in the first place, the
amendment was passed.

Gays and Helms Agree?

Sen. Helms also introduced an
amendment excluding transvestiles
from the bill's protections, which also
passed. The MNonh Carolina Republi-
can successfully attached a similar
amendment to the Fair Housing Act
last year.

Lobbyist Steve Smith said of the
Helms and Armstrong amendmenis,
*Homosexuality and transvestism and
bisexuality are not disabilities and we
are very happy to hear that Sen.
Helms has taken this position and we
agree with him 100 percent®

The only senators voling
apainst the measure were conserva.
tive Sens. William Armstrong (R-
C0O), Jesse Helms (R-NC), Gordon
Humphrey (R-NH), Jake Garn (R-
UT), Steven Symms (R-ldaho),
James McClure (R-Idaha), Malcom
Wallop (R-WY) and Christopher
*Kit* Bond (R-MO).

The bill will be making the round
of requisite commitiees in the House
through Seplember and is expeaed
be passed before the fall recess. W

A {
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Gay, Black
and proud

NEW YORK—Nearly 60 lesbians
and gay men jolned hundreds of
other participants in the African Amer-
ican Day Parade on Sunday, Septem-
ber 10, and as the marchers made
their way up Adam Clayton Powell
Boulevard in Harlem, they made their
place in history as the first official les-
blan and gay contlngent 1o panicipaie
in the annual event,

The contingent was spearheaded
by several organizations, including
Salsa Soul Sisters, Gay Men of African
Descent (GMAD), Other Countries (a
collective of wrilers and poets), and
the Minority Task Force on AIDS,

“We want this community 1o see
us as a pant of the community,” sald
Jeff Haskins, a member of GMAD,
Haskins sald it was imporant that
those attending the parade realize that
"we don't go away and we don1 sty
in the closet.”

“From Stonewall 1o Sowelo, Peo-
ple Fight Back!® was one of the
chants that boomed from the contin-
gent as they marched in the 90-
degree weather. Members of the
Minority Task Force on AIDS handed
out condoms as they moved along the
sides of the parade route.

Response from onlookers varied
from positive to negative, with many
calling cheers of support for the
group. Marchers were generally
pleased with the reception.

But Dionne Freeley, a board-
member of Salsa Soul Sisters, said that
responses can differ for gay men and
lesbians. “They may not feel as threat-
ened by Black gay men because
there's the myth of the Harlem sissie
in every church,” Freeley told Oui-
Week. "But when you talk about a
Black lesbian, it's a much, much big-
ger threat. African American women
are expecied to perpetuate the race.”

Lesbian and gay panicipation in
this march was modeled largely on
what is regarded as a successful les-
bian and gay presence at the Pueno

Rican Day Parade on June 11, in
which nearly 100 gays and lesbians
participated, Many of those organizing
the African American contingent had
atiended the Puerio Rican Day
Parade, and several members of the
Latine community were present this
week, bearing a banner from Hispan-
ic United Gays and Lesbians.

Plans are in the works 1o bring a
lesbian and gay presence to other eth-
nic parades. “This cenainly sets an
example,” sabd Aurelio Font, an orga-
nizer of the lesbian and gay contingent
in the Pucrio Rican Day Parade, who
also marched in the African American
Parade. "We're hoping it catches fire,
and this son of thing happens in the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 1oo.”

—Mark Chesnut

Movin' on up

WASHINGTON — The Human
Rights Campaign Fund has a new Les-
bian Issues and Outreach Projedt, and
Kathleen Stoll, a 31-year-cld former
legislative aide 1o Congressman Robert
Matsui (D-CA), has been hired as is
director. She will begin on Ocober 1.

KATHLEEN STOLL  Photo: Patsy Lynch

Stoll, who has worked in Mis-
souri and Washington for foster care
reform, supplemental income for the
elderly and Medicaid reform, was pre-

A {

wiously the staff atomey for the Dis-
trict of Columbia City Council Com-
mittee of Human Services.

The project will address the polit-
ical and policy issues of the lesbian
community, and develop strategies to
advance those issues through lederal
legislation, education, and advocacy,
according to HRCE It will also “reach
out to inform the lesbian and
women's community of politcal devel-
opmenis, and to provide feedback to
HRCF on women's issues.”

Stoll called the job a “dream
come true,” She added, “Every person
knows there is one issue that is
uniquely special to them. For me, it's
the struggle for lesbian rights.”

HRCF, which essentially functions
as the lesbian and gay community's
lobby in Washington, also contributes
money to pro-gay candidates for

Congress. Miller

Clip and
save

NEW YORK — Abou a dozen
women and men protested outside
Cardinal Spelman High School in the
Bronx, where 150 members of Opera-
tion Rescue had gathered for a mest-
ing on Saturday, September 91h,
according to Julie Clark, a spokeswom-
an for WHAM!, the Women’s Health
Action and Mobilization,

WHAM!, a direct action group
"committed to demanding, securing
and defending absolute reproductive
freedom and quality healthcare for all
women,” called the protest to draw
attention to Operation Rescue's
renewed presence in New York City.
Operation Rescue is an anti-aborion
group best known for s nationwide
blockades of abortion clinics and
women’s health centers.

Police arrived when WHAM!
members surrounded the Catholic
high school's entrance, but there were
N0 Amesls.

Together with the Reproductive
Rights Coalition and the Black
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Women's Health Project, WHAM! is
planning more clinic defenses and
abortion rights demonstrations in the
upcoming weeks.

Te coincide with a planned
Operation Rescue action, clinic
defense has been scheduled for Satur-
day, September 23. The location of
the clinics targeted will be announced
on WBAI radio, 99.5 FM.

For the first day of the U.S.
Supreme Count's 1989-90 session, an
October 2 demonstration entitled “Siop
the Court Before it Stops You™ has
been scheduled for the steps of the
Brooklyn Federal Counhouse at 5 prm.

Al 5 pm on Friday, October 13,
WHAM will protest at the site of the
Mational Right to Life offices, at 15
West 3 Street in Manhattan,

The following week, a "Pro-Choice
Crime Waich® is scheduled at the Man-
hattan Pregnancy Servioes, an anti-abor-
tion counseling center at 255 West 23
Street run by Operation Rescue leader
Chris Slattery, who is also an advertising
sales representative at Financial World
Magarine in New York City.

WHAM! meets every Wednesday
evening at 6:30 pm at the office of the
Village Independent Democrats, 221
West 4th Street near 7th Avenue
South, Call 212-353-2678 for more
information. —Andrew Miller

ABC’'s on Q
OK

SAN FRANCISCO—While appar-
ently not the “magic bullet® cure earlier
laboratory tests suggested it might be,
preliminary results from the communi-
ty-based Project Inform dinical trials of
the experimental anti-AIDS drug Com-
pound Q indicate that it slows the
activity of HIV, the vinus most medical
authorities belicve causes AIDS,

Martin Delaney, co-director of
Project Inform, an AIDS treatment
information clearing-house, and Dr.
Larry Waites, one of the physicians
invelved in the San Francisco branch
of the trials, said the early results

-
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The Gay & Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation, Inc.
(GLAAD) seeks a Development
Assistant to help the Executive
Director and Board with
fundraising and national GLAAD
network development. Salary low
20"s plus benefits. Women and
persons of color enc ed o
EF;FIF' Resume and cover letter to

AAD, B0 Varick St #3E, New
York, NY before October 6. For
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The Gay & Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation, Inc.
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receptionisyData Processor o
answer phones, maintain files and
computer databases and perform
other clerical wasks, Salary high
teens plus benefits. Women and
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GLAAD, 80 Varick St #3E, Mew
York, NY, 10013 before October 6.
For more information call
212-966-1700.
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Fve AIDS sctivists, employed as walters and waitresses on the Gracie Mansion stafl,
rapped Mayor Koch Sunday, September 10 at a reception at the mayor's ressdence. They took
the mayor snd his staff by surprise, chanting “City AIDS care is a e, Koch campaigns while
pecple die.” The protesters, Tom Blewitt, Heidi Dorow, Tom Keane, Frank Smithson and Ellen
Spiro, are all members of ACT UP. Blewatt, Dorow and Keane had beon previcusly employed by
the Gracie Mansion catering stalf

The five worked preparing and serving lunch until the mayor began his speech, when
thiey loft their posts and went through the mansion to 8 porch dinectly behind the mayor, Ble-
witt with a sign he had carried through the mansion sbove his head disguised as a8 serving
tray, Smithaon, who was sssigred 1o grilling hot dogs, reportedly left the wiensrs @ burn

According to Blewit, after the group began holding up the signs behind the mayor and
chanting, the mayor stopped his speech and turned sround, “Ho turned beet red, snd started
shaking his head, Then he went green, still shaking his head. Then he wrned white,” Blewitt
said. They were eventually ejected by the police.

Dutside, the actvists atiempted to distribute fact sheels §3 the guests, who were work-
e in adult iterecy programs, left the reception, Some expressed support for the action; com-
ments included “God Bless You,” “Right On,” and the thumbs up.

However, Pat Del Bello, whi oversees events af Gracie Mansson, refused 1o comment,

—Sandor Kalx Phato: Ellen Spiro

showed “evidence of significantly
decreased viral activity™ among the 14
patients involved in the tests here. The
Project Inform trials have also been
going on in New York, Los Angeles
and Miami/F1. Lauderdale, with over
0 totz] patients in all four cities.

According 1o Waites, almast all
the San Francisco patients showed a
lower p24 antigen level, which most
AIDS researchers agree indicates
decreased HIV activity, Waites said
the p24 antigen level appears o
decrease dramatically immediately fol-
lowing an infusion of Compound Q)
and then to increase somewhat again
a few weeks later, but remains at a
significantly lower level overall, sug-
gesting 2 general, marked decrease in
HIV activity.

Mearly half of the patients also
showed slightly increased levels of T-4
cells, the immune system's "helper
cells.” The lowered T-4 cell count
among people with AIDS is believed
i be caused by HIV, and makes pec-
ple vulncrable to a variety of diseases
and opporiunistic infections, Waites
emphasized, however, that until 2 final
statistical analysis of the trials was
completed it was not possible 1o sy
whether the increased T-4 cell counts
was clinically significant or not.

Compound Q) (known clinically
23 GLQ-223) is a purified protein
derived from the Chinese cucumber.
Results of laboratory experiments in
test tubes announced earlier this year
showed the drug selectively killed
cells infected with HIV, leaving unin-
fected cells alone, and generated a
wave of optimism.

The final results of the Project
Inform trials should be available later
this month, Delaney said, and will
also be presented to the FDA, Waites
added that Project Inform would also
be seeking an FDA-sanctioned com-
munity-based program for further
sudics of Compound Q z2nd how it
can most eflfectively be used In figh-
ing AIDS. Although it went public
several months ago, the Project
Inform trials were essentially conduct-
ed underground, without the approval
of the federal agency.
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Researchers at UCSF involved in
the FDA-approved study declined
comment either on the Projed Inform
resulis or the satus of thelr own iests. &
spokesman for the FDA would confirm
oaly that the Projedt Inform irials were
aill being investigated —Kedth Clark

Here Come
the brides

COPENHAGEN=—Activists with
Denmark's Landsforeningen For Boss-
er Og Lesbiske [LBL] say they have
overcome a myriad of bureavcratic
roadblocks and will indeed be cele-
brating a mass gay wedding in the
Coppenhagen Town Hall Oc. 1—the
day Denmark's first-in-the-world law
granting homosexuals equal rights
takes effect.

The wedding had been on-
again/off-again for several weeks as
activists scrambled to secure a may-
oral decree keeping the town hall
open on a Sunday, and worked to
insure that the bureaucracy printed
and distributed the marriage license
applications in time.

LBL activists have been attempt-
ing 1o get a count of just how many
gay/lesbian couples will tie the knot
Oct 1. Jacobsen says she knows of 50
so far, but expects that there will be
more as publicity increases and the
date approaches.

Some couples are choosing to
wait a few days because they are not
prepared to be beamed arcund the
globe by the world press, which has
indicated it will descend upon the
mass wedding.

Following the ceremony, LBL will
host a grand reception for the cou-
ples, their families and friends, "a lot
of politicians,” the media and *all the
people who warked for this law for
the last 20 years,” Jacobsen said.

On Saturday night, Sept. 30, gay
slag parties and bridal showers are
scheduled in all of Denmark's major
cities. Called “polter abend® in Den-
mark (although it's a German phrase),

Gene Bagnato
photography

Headshots, Publicity
Photos,
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the parties "mostly involve getting
awfully drunk, at least in heterosexual
society,” Jacobsen said.

Legislators in Sweden are expect-
ed to be the next to permit gay men
and lesblans to marry, probably a cou-
ple of years from now. The Swedish
prime minister has indicated he is sup-
portive of the idea. —Rex Wockner

It's a lie, it's
asham...

VANCOUVER, British Columbia
— Openly gay Vancouver Alderman
Gordon Price denounced what he

v

called the “big lie® of local fundamen-
talists, who are protesting the upcom-
ing Gay Games Il by claiming that
gay men want to turn all people into
homosexuals.

“It's patent nonsense,” said Price,
“It's just simply not the way sexual
orientalion works.”

But Prayer Canada head Arne

NEW YORK—Ovar two hundred ACT UP members converged on
5t Vincent's Hospital's waiting room at 10 p.m. on September 11 to
protest an alleged incident of harassment The second such protest
this year the domonsiration was sparked by the treatment of Derren
Britton, who was brought to the hospital after being asssulied in a
gay-bashing ot the Wigsiock lestival in Tomphins Square Park. Brition,
who was in drag for Wigatock, said he was referred 1o 8 a “prosti-
tute” and “laggot” by three hospital stall. His lover, David Robinson,
wae not allowed to accompany Britton into the emergency room
According to Robinson, the physician who treated Britton ssid he was
appalied ot the homophobic harassment, apologired to Robinson and
speculated that the man responsible was a surgecn at the hospital,

Earfier this year, & similar protest was held after a lesbian rape
survivor and her lover ware physically and verbally sssaulted by St
Vincents personnel. After that attack, sctvists demanded SL Vincent's
provide sensitive raining for its stall. kronically, Brition is an employes
of the Hetrick-Martin Institute, an advocacy group for leskian and gay
youth contracted by St Vimcent's to conduct its gay and besbian sensi-

ity program

Francine Shifrin of the Hetrick-Martin Institute told Ouiivesk
that she perceived a resistant tone in the sensibvity seisions she had
conducted “They thought it wasnt necessary ot 5t Vincents and feit
that they provided compassionate care without looking at their
patients’ homosexuality,”

A statfer in St Vincent's Public Affairs office. who would not give
her name, commented that the recent moidents were “under imvestiga-
tion right now,” 5t Vincent's vice president for external aflairs, Mark
Ackerman, told OurbVesk that he “welzomed continuing dialogue with
the representatves of the leskien and gay commaunity.” But on the issue
of a town meeting, one of the protesters’ demands, Ackerman said that
for now, “We at the medical center feel small meebngs are mone fruethul.”

Robinson sad he is explonng the possdility of # cless sction suil
against the hospitsl, and asked that any leshian or gay man who has
axperisnced harassment or sbuse from St Wocents to call lwm ot (201)
B53-2881. He assured confidentality for those who wish anonymily.

—Jon Nallay Photo: Andrew Lichtenstein
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Bryan, of nearby suburban Surrey, said
the Gay Games — which will be held
al some 25 sporting venues throughout
the city — would ®lure people 10
homosexuality” and cram Vancouver
hospitals with AIDS patients.

Gay Games Il and an associated
ans festival is expected to attract over
10,000 athletes and artists from
around the world, according to Barry
MeDell, an organizer who was relue-
tant 1o respond o the evangelical fun-
damentalist charges because i would
“play into their hands.®

The Games have the suppont of
Vancouver Mayor Gordon Campbell.

Only four cut of 316 names on a
petition against Gay Games [11 sent by
Prayer Canada to the mayor's office
are actually residents of Vancouver,
according to Muriel Honey, a
spokeswoman for the mayor. She said
the rest were from nearby suburban
and rural areas, adding that the peti-
tion would have no effect on the
city's welcoming the sporting event

— Keith

Conn. con?

WESTPORT, CT — Arnold Den-
son, the man who says he was the
lover of the late Rep. Stewan B. McK-
inney (R-CT), lost his claim 1o a share
of McKinney's estate when a Connecti-
cut judge ruled that McKinney's wife,
Lucie, is entitled to nearly $400,000 she
once lent her husband. The late liberal
Republican Congressman, a vocal sup-
porter of homeless and gay/lesbian
rights, died of AIDS last May.

Probate Judge Earl Capuano's
September 11 decision, which cited
McKinney's frequent borrowing, with
permission, against his wife's trust
fund at City Bank in Bridgepon, effec-
tively made it impossible for Denson
to colleat the money left o him in the
former Representative’s will, accord-
ing to the Associated Press.

Rep. McKinney left real estate
and a car whose total value is approx-
imately $59,000 1o Denson, a 34-year-
old real agent now living in
Whitesburg, GA.

Lucie McKinney, an heir 1o the
Procter & Gamble forfune, has contin-

ued 1o deny widespread reports of her
husband's homosexuality, and insisted
that he contraded AIDS threugh a 1979
blocd transfusion.

Denson said he shared McKin-
ney's house in Washington while Lucie
McKinney remained in Connecticut,
and kept their relationship a secret.
The existence of their relationship has
been confirmed by a number of Wash-
inglon sources.  —Andrew Miller

Change the
Channel

ST. HELIER, Channel Islands—
Poised in the English Channel near
the coast of France, the Channel
Islands are a bit off the beaten
track—so far off apparently that the
government on the Island of Jermsey
feels exempt from the obligations that
other signatories to the BEuropean
Convention on Human Rights follow
to the letter.

But that will likely be changing
soon, now that the tiny gay and les-
bian community in the Islands' largest
city—5t. Helier, population
26,351—has filed a formal complaint
with the European Human Rights
Commission

The complainmt followed an
August decision by the government to
keep on the books a law allowing
four years imprisonment for men con-
victed of having sex with each other.

For the past three years, the law
has been suspended, in an effon 1o
encourage HIV testing and other anti-
AIDS measures. But now that the Leg-
islation Commillee,  Jersey’s
law-making body, has opted to keep
the law, pro-gay Attorney General
Philip Bailhache permitted the sus-
pension to expire on Aug, 31

The expiration places Jersey in
full violation of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights, which for-
bids discrimination based on sexual
orientation. Just last year, Ireland was
ordered 1o repeal its sodomy law afier
an openly-gay senator pursued the
matter through the European Court of
Human Rights.

In rejecting law reform, the Jer-

v
sey Legislation Committee wrote that
*homosexual acts are morally wrong,
and are unnatural acts.” Shorly there-
after, on Aug. 27, police raided and
closed Thackery, the island's only gay
bar, charging the owners with allow-
ing after-hours drinking and dancing
on Sundays.

A  bartender at a mixed
gay/straight bar in St. Helier, reached
by telephone Sept 10, said the com-
munity was “very sad® about the clo-
sure, but feels even more motivated
now “to write letters o Strasbourg,”
seal of the BEuropean Courl.

The challenge i being assisted by
Peter Ashrran, the lawyper who beat Morth-
em Iredand's sodomy law in a previous
Furopean Coun case. —Fex Wockner

Opera
queens

SAN FRANCISCO—AIDS activists
from Stop AIDS Now or Else (SANE),
the same organization that shut down
the Golden Gate Bridge last January,
went up-scale for the black-tie and
bejeweled opening night of the San
Francisco opera season, stunning and
horrifying the decked-out audience of
3,000 with a 15-minute demonstration
just as the house-lights were dimming
and the cuntain abowt to rise on Verdi's
“Falstaff," a performance somé patrons
had paid as much as $500 1o attend

About 50 smartly dressed demon-
strators, who had apparently gained
entrance o the performance by pur-
chasing standing-room-only tickets,
began blowing whistles from the rear
of the War Memorial Opera House
here as maestro Kazimierz Kord was
entering. As some demonstrators
tossed leaflets from the balcony onto
the audience below, other SANE mem-
bers marched down the central aisles,
shoving ushers aside, and handing out
replicas of opera house programs that
read “Stop AIDS Now or Hse proudly
presents AlIDS—the Epidemic, a dra-
matic evening in three pans.”

Audience members, including
some of the Bay Area’s wealthiest and
most influential, began trying to shout
down SANE members’ chants of
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“We're here, we're queer. Slop AIDS
now!" Others, perhaps more interest-
ed in the gliterati of opening night
than familiar with grand opera,
reportedly believed the uproar was a
staged prelede 10 the performance,

As the noise of the demonstration
and the shouting audience members
began o deteriorale into actual vio-
lence (there were, in fad, two minor
assaults reporied during the disrup-
tion), Maesiro Kord led the orchestra in
a spirited version of the Star Spangled
Banner, bringing the audience to its
feet with perhaps the loudest singing
of the national anthem ever witnessed
in this city. —Keith Clark

Gang of 5

CHICAGO—The activists primari-
ly responsible for last December's
passage of Chicago's comprehensive
Human Rights Ordinance, which
includes anti-discrimination legislation
that protects lesbians and gay men,
have formed a permanent organiza-
tion to further the locl fight for gay
and lesbian equality.

Veleran aclivists Jon-Henn Dams-
ki, Arthur Johnston, Laurie Ditman
and Rick Garcla—Chicago's so-called
Gang of Four—along with newcomer
Susanna Darwin, say the Action Net-
work for Lesbian and Gay Issues will
work toward a wide variety of shon-
and leng-term goals, including domes-
tic partner legislation, a hate crimes
statistics act and strengthening of the
Human Rights Ordinance so victims af
discrimination receive compensation.

A final long-term hope is that the
group might some day hire full-time
employees. At present, Chicago's only
full-time, gay-community-paid polit-
cal activist is Bob Adams of IMPACT,
a political action committee,

The defining characeristics of the
*Gang of Four* during the fight for the
Human Rights Ordinance were their
siubbomn single-mindedness and their
refusal 1o become involved in intra-
community political squabbles. Acoord-
ing to Darwin, that same creda will

.*" Fa

(LTO R} JOHNSTON, GARCIA, DAMSK] AND DITTMAN

camy over into the permanent group,

*The Gang of Four is really a
non-violent guerilla group targeting
activity and getting things done quick-
ly and deftly,” Darwin said. "Fre-
guently homocral organizations have
s0 many people involved in the deci-
sions process that i really hampers
speed. OF course, we won't be exclu-
slonary,” she promised.

Action Network's first goal will
be Chicaga's hate crimes statistics act,
which was introduced in the city
council this summer by pro-gay alder-
man Bemie Hansen.

“What we need 5 Mayor [Richand)
Draley's nod so we can stan working with
the [ciiy's bwyers),® sid Digman, “That
hasn't happened yet and now is the time.

Daley's been in office long encugh 1o be
sefile now.® —Rex Wockner

Life or death

WASHINGTON — National Gay
Rights Advocaies, the nation's largest
lesbian and gay civil rights law firm,
has filed an amicus curiae briel in a
privacy case currently before the U5
Supreme Courn, The case, Cruzan s,
Cruzan, will consider whether the
right to privacy, which Is not explicit-
ly guaranteed by the constitution,
includes the right 1o die. Experis con-
sider the case important because of its
potential impact on a broad range of
constitutional issues, including a

Photo: Rex Wockner

worman's right to an abortion. It s the
first time the nation's high count has
agreed to hear a case involving an
individual’s right to terminate extraos-
dinary medical life support.

The case involves a 31-year-old
Missouri woman who sustained dew-
astating injuries following a car acci-
dent six months ago, She is described
by doctors as being in a “state of per-
sitent vegetation,”

The woman's family and friends
have maintained that she would not
want to be kept alive under these con-
ditions, and have tried o have her life
suppon terminated. Nonetheless, the
Missouri State Supreme Court, citing a
state antl-abortion law, ruled that the
state’s “policy strongly favoring life”
outweighed the woman's right o dic.

"This case has obwvious implications
for people with AIDS and their loved
ones, who may have to make similar
decisions,” said Jean O'Leary, NGRA's
excoutive divecior. Benfamin Schaty, the
firm's civil rights projeat director, called
the right to medical privacy "oucial for
people with HIY disease, because it
encomprasses such mportint conoems as
acoess 1o treatments and freedom from
forced testing ™

In an unrelated case, NGRA wil
announce on Scptember 19 & lawsuit
filed agains the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development for
denying a loan to Housing for Inde-
pendent People, a San jose-based not-
for-profit housing agency which is
secking to develop a housing complex
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for homeless people with AIDS.

The loan was denied in October
1988 based on HUD's contention that
peole with AIDS would not live long
encugh to benefit from such housing
assiganoz, HUD Secretary Jack Kemp,
formerly a Congressman from upsiate
Wew York, is named as the suit's
defendant, — Andrew Miller

Teachers
pet?

SAN  FRANCISCO—As the
nation's nearly 3 million public school
teachers headed back to the class-
rooms this fall, the estimated 2 million
who are represented by the Mational
Education Association (NEA) had a
new negotiating tool to bring to the
collective bargaining table: domestic
partners benefits,

The Association's Representative
Assembly adopted a number of pro-
posals from the group's Gay/Lesbian
Caucus this summer, including resolu-
tion F-4, which states, "The Association
INEA] believes that education employ-
ees should have access o comprehen-
sive health, dental and wvision
insurance for their spouses, domestic
partners, and/or family members.”

The resolution will have no imme-
diate impact on NEA members, since it
is only a statement of NEA policy at the
naticnal level. But, Bob Bide, head of
the Bay Area Network of Gay and Les-
bian Educators, and newly-clected co-
chair of the NEA Gay/lesbian Caucus,
said the policy statement gives the local
teachers' unions affiliated with NEA a
“guideline® for issues the national
group endorses as part of contract
nepotiations, —Keith Clark

Navy over-
board

WASHINGTON=—Navy officials
have announced the findings of their
four-month investigation into last
spring's explosion on board the USS
fowa, singling out sailor Clayton

See OUT TAKES on page 57

“IN OUR OWN WRITE"
Lesbian and Gay Reading Serkes

Lesblan and Gay Teenagers

reading from their poetry and prose

Thursday, September 28 7:30 pm

Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center
208 West 13 Strest 3rd floor auditorium

£3 suggested donation / 32 for students

DO THE WRITE THING

Your checkbook can change the world. So
however much—or little—you can afford,
please support your community
organizations. Or they might not be around

0 support you.

WE WORK WITH

QUEENS

and Brooklyn, Manhattan, and even Boston!
WE DONT take Estings over tha telephone, ghwe oul "pre-printed” lsts, or distribule

ouidated informaton.

WE DO use compuiers io pre-screen your listings for you, updaie listings daily,
parsonally meat each and svery applicant, and give referrals 1o both people seek-

ing shared housing and peophs with housing o share

If you've been disappointed in other gay referral agencies, give us a call or stopby.

We think you'l be pleased.

ik
THEROOMMATE
N

The Nation's Largest Referral Network

24 Hour Info: (212) 518-2953
Cutakie HY: (B00] 658-8283

HERN TORE 182 W, S8tk 51, + Maw Yook, NY 10018 BOSTON 316 Newbury St - Bowon, MA 02115
BROCSOLIME 1460 Beacon 51« Brookre. MA 02145 CAMBRICOE 52 JFK 51, - Camtiridos. MA 02138
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In Our Own Hands

Safe Self-Abortion

by Jane Post-Webster

K, boys and girls, why is

this appearing in a lesbian

and gay magazine? We're
about shatering myths,
and that's what this article
will do. First, women can
deal with their reproduoc-
tive health themselves,
Supreme Court  be
damned. Lesbians need 1o
know this information just
as misch as straight women
because a lot more of us
have sex with men than
we'd like to admit Even if
we're practicing safe sex (2
good method of birth con-
trol for women), some-
times condoms break, or
the man's cum on your
thigh conneds with all that
stretchy fenile mucous you

might not even have
known was there, and
zapl— where's those

bloods? For those leshians
who've never had sex with
men, we've always taken
care of our sisters (even
separatists would still help
out their old friend who's
still sleeping with the
“enemy®). And there's
rape. My bet is also that
some of you boys are hav-
ing sex with women, All
the better if they're les-
bians.

Besides these “personal” redsons,
there are also strong political connec-
tions. What's at issue is the right to
contral our bodies, control our health
care and declare our right 1o have sex
for the pleasure of it The right-wing
understands that the visibility of les-

v

Sisters Doing it for
Themselves

bians and gay men and the ability of
all women to make life decisions in-
dependently of men pose a significant
threat 1o patriarchal institutions like
the nuclear family, Lesbian and gay
activists are natural allies of reproduc-
tive rights activisis— and both bring
different perspectives to
the demand 1o control
one's own body, Lesbians
and gays contribute a sex-
positive stance and repre-
sent an alternative 1o
monogamy, marriage and
motherhood. The repro-
ductive rights movement
brings, we hope, a lemi-
nist view that argues for
women first—not fetuses
first. When either perspec-
tive is downplayed or ig-
nored, both movements
are weakened.

The AIDS activists
movement is yet another
natural ally for reproduc-
tive rights, since both
movements are Urying Lo in-
fluence how much people
themselves can be deci-
sion-makers in their health
care and destiny, Men have
ta try to understand that
sex has never been safe for
women because of the
threat of unwanted preg-
nancy, rape and sexual ha-
rassment. Women have a
stake in fighting for sex o
be safe. When we leam 1o
appereciate what's imponam
to each of us, we will have
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a stronger basis for working together,

One thing we all agree about is
that we dont want the Supreme Count
in our bedrooms. Even though abor-
tion will remain available in New
York for at least a while longer, the
fight for reproductive control has o
escalate. Pant of our political offensive
to demand our right to control our
bodies is learning how we can do @
ourselves independently of our doc-
tors, our panners of the state, Our
knowing how to do it ourselves
thwans the powers-that-be, It puts us
in a better negotiating position. Once
they know wie can do it by ourselves,
they'll want 1o do it for us.

If we hadn't been duped into be-
lieving our rights were secure after
the 1973 Supreme Courl decision le-
galizing abortion, we wouldn't be in
this position now. Some feminists did
keep up the early practice of Sell-
Help Clinics which are training
grounds for how 1o do pelvic exams,
track ovulation, experiment with
herbs and vitamins o bring on a late
period, and even do menstrual extrac-
tion using a suction device and medi-
cal instruments. But the Jane Collec-
tive in Chicago, which provided
abortions for 10,000 women fllegally,
disbanded in 1973. By and large,
women's health care again got co-
opted by doctors (male and female)
and business people (medicine is big
bucks). It looks like new Jane Collec-
tives will be necessary, and we need
1o get ready,

The best time 1o interrupt a preg-
nancy is carly, when that fertilized
egg is trying to implant isell on the
wall of the uterus. That egg is a fairly
fragile thing at the point, until about
two weeks afier fertilization. That's
around the same time a2 woman
would expect her period. The key 1o
being able to abort ourselves safely is
being in touch with when we ovulate,
sinoe that's the stanting point,

A lot of women can determine
ovulation by minelschmerz (a pain,
ache or cramp by your ovary), or if
they have regular bloods, by the cal-
endar. Some women take their tem-
peraiure with a basal thermometer.
Another effective way 1o detect ovula-

tion is the presence of fenile mucous
which is different from the rest of
your secrétions, Put your linger in
your vagina (you can get distracted, |1
know, but think clinically), and get
some of your secretion on your fin-
gers. If it's clear, stretchy and looks
like raw egg white, it's ferile mucous,
The chemical structure of fenile mu-
cous allows for the easy transpornt of
sperm up to the egg tube. That's how
some women have golien pregnant
from man‘s cum on their thigh or
their labia. Fertile mucous usually ap-
pears a day or so before ovulation
and lasts for about three to five days.
You need to nolice your own pailerns
sinee every woman is different

The following are recipes women
have used if they think they might
have gotten pregnant during the
month and want to try sell-abortion.
This i anecdotal information. Il you
trust other women's expericnces,
you'll see value in anecdotes. If
you're caught in the *scientific® model
and need double-blind sudies or ef-
fectiveness statistics, remember that
women's tssues rarely get researched,
and that women haven't had access o
controlling research, resulting in
women relying on their experiences,
i la "old wives' tales” which often
represent reliable folk medicine
passed from generation to generlion,

The following Information has
been collected from a number of fem-
inist health groups who would tell
women about these recipes and then
hear back from them about the re-
sulis. Hundreds of women have tried
them, and while they aren't always
sucecessful, they often are.

A word ol warning: any sub-
slances, especially some toxic herbs,
could affect a developing fetus. No
one really knows what those effects
could be. If there's a chance that you
woudn't ultimately get an abortion if
these remedies fail, the most prudent
course is not to try them.

Vitamin © Back in the early s,
some feminists noticed a repont from
the USSR on the unusually high mis-
carriage rale in Siberia in women who
look large doses of Vitamin C They

Seo [N OUR OWN HANDS on page 5

h 4

New York

LR} _ L]}

Charming, Newly Renovaled
Brownstone Convenienlly

Located in Chelsea

+ All Rooms Have
Washing Facilities |
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Included
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by Mark Harrington

ow come we're the only in-
dustrialized country besides
South Africa without national
health care? The simplest answer 1o
that question would identify what el
we have in common with South
Africa—a pervasive history of racism
deeply rooted in our national history,
The lack of federal provision for the
well-being of all Americans is direaly
tied to the fact that many Americans
are lefi outside the social contrac—
and this means poor people, people of
color, gay men and lesbians
This is not to say that nations
with universal health care aren't
racist. In many cases, they are. But
the broad outlines of their national

were in place 40 years
ago, before the rever-
sal of migration which
brought former colo-
made explicit raciam in
these countries a rela-
tively novel phe-
ROMmenon.

Take Britain. The
world was shocked
when, on the verge of
victory in World “War 11,
the British electorate ousied the Con-
servalive regime of Winston Churchill
and elected a huge Labor majarity.
But what had the British been fighting
for? Not the empire. Not a return to
rigid class hierarchies. The British
working class had put their bodies on
the line, and they wanted some
changes. Among those changes was
universal health care.

No one would claim that the
British health care system Is in greal
shape today, after 44 years of imperial
decline and ten years of Thatcher. But

Political Science

Rewriting the Social Contract

her designs upon the health system
have been thwarted by opposition
even within her own pany.

The U.5. missed a chance, just
after World War 11, to extend the re-
forms of the New Deal to the health
care system. President Truman fought
a long and losing battle against the
Amercan Medical Association (AMA)
to implement wniversal health care.
Dociors banded together to defend
their economic and social privileges,
claiming that universal health care was
the thin end of the communist wedge.

Instead, the .5 subsidized
widespread hospital building in rural
arcas and improved the health care
infrastructure, Federal funding of re-
search through the Mational Instinnes
of Health burgeoned,

In the 1960s, President Johnson
engineered the greatest expansion of

health care syste s |
Medicaid was intended to
provide health care for the
poor. But because the criteria
for implementing the program
were left up to the states, over
half the poor don’t qualify.

the wellare stale since the New Deal,
In 1965, LB] signed Medicare and
Medicaid into law. Medicare, disguised
as an addition to Social Security insur-
ance for the elderly, would provide

health care for people who were over
65 or had been disabled for over two
years, Even then, old people had 10
pay for many of their own prescription
drugs. Only in 1988 was an amend-
ment passed that would provide for
coverage of outpatient prescription
drugs by 1991—and this amendment is
under attack by the well-organized

v

lobby of retired Americans, which op-
poses the tax surcharges (of up to
$800 a year) to be imposed on the
mave affluent reciplents.

Medicaid was intended to pro-
vide health care for the poor. But be-
cause the criteria for implementing
the program were left up to the states,
over half the poor don't qualify. And
those that do qualify are subject to
routine bureaucratic brutality and
careless medical anention. Even when
good dectors atempt to treat Medi-
caid patients, many are driven away
fram the effort by relentless audits by
cost-conscious bureavcrats like New
York State Health Commissioner
David Axelrod.

American is a diverse country,
more diverse ethnically than the Eoro-
pean and Japanese countries which
do have national health care. The pro-
vision of universal cov-
erage to all their citi-
zens occurred during
periods when many of
those nations were
ethnically homoge-
neous. South Africa is
ethnically heteroge-
neous, and it does not
have universal health
care. The same 5 true
of the United States,
And the social contract
which prevailed from
FDR to LBJ, and which provided at
least the illusion that all citizens were
entitled 1o cenain basic equities, has
been wholly revoked during the last
nine years of the AIDS epidemic. Pres-
ident Bush, a “kinder, gentler” Reagan,
won offlice on the basis of crudely
coded racist and nationalist appeals to
white heterosexual volers.

Under Bush's social contract, the
hundreds of millions spent on AIDS
research in the last nine years will
help only the few people who have

Soe POUTICAL SCIENCE on page 56
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Sandor Katz

Commentary

Queers Fighting Back

It seems like every time | put on
my high heels, | end up running
around town chasing-queer bashers,

It happened In June, on the
twentieth anniversary of Stonewall,
when several cars drove right into
crowds of people after shouting anti-
gay epithets.

And it happened again on Labor
Day, when a group of young men
wielding lacrosse sticks attacked a
couple of drag queens in the midst of
Wigstock.

In both cases, the faggots
fought back. We fought back be-
cause we had to,

Who else s going to do it
for us? The police? The District
Allormey?

I vividly remember siiting in a
paddywagon last summer after
being amested at a demonstration
agains anti-gay violenoe. The cops
in front were telling faggot jokes
for the limening enjoyment of their
dozen lesbian and gay prisoners.

Or how about the incident
on Christopher Street last year
when a gay man who had been
fag-bashed was asked by a po-
liceman, *What do you expect if
you walk around looking like
that® Mot to mention the long-
standing tradition of the on-duty
police at gay pride parades turn-
ing thelr backs when the Gay Of-
ficers' Action League walks by,

Al Wigstock, a group of
icenage boys with lacrosse sticks
taunted a pair of men in drag.
When the drag queens shouted
back, a couple of the boys attacked
them with thelr lacrosse sticks. The
police advised the attackers o dis-
perse before they got into trouble, in
that wink-wink, nudge-nudge, boys-
will-be-boys kind of way. Then they
arrested a gay man who had come to
the aid of the two being attacked,
Then they hand-cuffed him but not

two bashers whom they had ar-
rcued Then they lled 1o the group
that had assembled, telling us they
were bringing the arrestees to one
precinct and actually going o a differ-
ent one, Then they decided 1o let the
eriminals go with desk appearance
tickets, rather than putting them
“through the system,” a judgment call
indicating that calling us faggots and
swinging lacrosse sticks at our heads
is & minor offense.

Phato: Ben Thornbarry

With regard to the incidents on
the night of the twentieth anniversary
of Stonewall, when two cars literally
drove into crowds of lesbian and gay
demonstrators, the Manhaitan District
Attarney has decided to *decline
prosecution.” The DLASS story is that
interviews with 52 witneszes yielded
52 wvariations of the events. 50 be-

cause they were unable 1o establish
exactly what occurred, they decided
to drop the case

Obviously In such a chaotic and
scary situation people will have differ-
ent recollections. "One wiltness stated
that the car had reversed twenly to
thirty feet while other wilnesses stated
five or six feet,” reponts the DA, "One
witness, who was knocked 1o the
ground directly behind the car, told us
that the car backed up no more than
one fool." So are we supposed
1o believe that in every case
deemed 1o be imponant the wit-
nesses’ accounts are all identical?
Are we supposed o believe that
they could not have refined the
story by reinterviewing the wit-
nesses? And most importantly,
are we supposed 1o believe that
it is alright for someone o drive
into a crowd he has just called
faggots, even if he only drove
one foot into them?

Is there any good reason for
us 1o believe that the police and
the Disirict Atomey are capable of
protecting kesbians and gay men?

Face it: The police can’t
geem (o stop harassing us,
never mind taking the bias
crimes against us seriously.
And the Manhattan District At-
torney, with 350 assistant
D.A.s, has not a single one
who s openly lesbian or gay.
The D.A. appears (o relegate
bias erimes against us to a low
priority while vigorously pros-
ecuting political cases against
AIDS activisis

We're going to have to form
angry mobs chasing down fag-bashers
many more times before we get any
decent protection. It's always scary
being in the middle of one of those
scencs. Alter the first incident at "Wig-
stock, a crowd of us was walking

o KATE on page 56
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Out of

South
Africa

Ending a U.S. Tour, Gay Anti-
Apartheid Activist Simon Nkol
Visits New York

by Mark Chesnut
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When Tscko Simon Nkoll was a
small child working in the white man's
field and seeing daily the abuses Blacks
suffered under white minority rule in
South Africa, he probably never thought
he would become so acively involved
in the struggle for human rights, both for
the Black community and the lesbian
and gay community. He also could not
foresee that he would be the foocus of
internaiional atiention and concern, But
that s what has happened as Nkoli fin-
ishes his tour of Europe and North
America with a visit to New York City
this week, bringing his story of the
struggle against apariheid, the struggle
for lesbian and gay rights, and the
urgent need for AIDS education for
Black South Africans.

Nkoli first involved himsell in the
anti-apantheid movement when he was
in his teens. Soon afier realizing he was
gay, he also became a strong advocate
of lesbian and gay rights. But the two
causes, while equally fundamemal in
their respect for the value of human life
and freedom, did not co-cxist easily in
practical pursuit. Nkoli confronted
homophobia and accusations of political
opportunism from the black and anti-
apartheid community. From the white
gay community and one of ils prominent
organizations, he encountered racism
and an unwillingness to take a stand
against apartheid. Still, Nkoli committed
himsell 1o both struggles and managed
to earn the respect of many anti-
apartheid and gay activisis,

Nkoli gained wide attention when
he and 21 cthers were arested follow-
ing revelts in townships surrounding
Johannesburg to protest rent hikes
imposed by local councillors. In the
ensuing violence, five councillors were
killed. Because the South African coun
denied him bail, Nkoli spent over four
years in detention. He and nine other
defendants were acquitted of all charges
in Movember 1988,

Afier receiving considerable support
and interest from organizations arcund
the world before and afier the acquital,
plans were made for Nkoli 1o visit
Europe and Nonh America, 1o educate,
network and raise funds for the Town-
ship AIDS Project that his organization,
GLOW (Gay and Lesbian Organization
of the Witwatersand), helped 1o found.
The tour began in July at the annual
conference of the International Gay
Association in Vienna, and now comes

to a close at New York's Lesbian and
Gay Community Services Center where
Wkoli will speak on Tuesday, September
19, at 8 p.m.

Nkoli provides a disturbing, first-
person account of the realities of being
Black and gay in an oppressed land
where political and social justice is still
nonexistent for the majority of the popu-
lation. Clearly there is much lefi 1o be
done to end the political system in
South Africa known as apartheid Per-
haps it is the efforts of activists like
Nkoli that provide the greatest hope for
a truly non-racist, nen-sexist, non-homo-
phobic society.

Growing Up in South Alrica

MC: Where were you bom?

SN: 1 was born in Soweto in 1959
and | grew up in a2 small town in
Orange Free Sate, | lefi the Orange Free
State when | was eleven to go to the
Township,

MC: How would you describe your
childhood?

SN: My growing up years were nol
really so good, in terms of | being 2
child of many children my age. You
know, my parenis were not allowed to
live in [Bopeelone] Township, They had
io have a temporary permit to be
allowed 1o live there and until maybe
after 13 years, they could be considered
residents of the Township. So when |
maoved 1o them, life was not so easy for
me because of the raids the police used
to do on people living there without
being residents. 5o my parents were part
of those people.

MC: They would have to hide from
the police?

SM: | think they did. If you had
money they would not arest you, but if
you didn't, they would amrest you, so
you would have to appear in cour, or
otherwise you would have to be
released at the police station.

MC: What sont of housing did you
have then?

SN: At that time, we were in a
squatter camp. Until 1976, when my par-
ents found a house of their own, and
even those houses, they're nol proper
houses, you should see, the township
houses are what we call a "box of
maiches.” They're small, tiny linle things,
four-roomed things, and we were six at
heme, my mother, my stepfather and the
four children. We were very crowded.
But some other people live in those lile



houses, being eight o twelve members
of a family.

MC: What during your formative
years influenced you to become
invalved in activism?

SN: 1 grew up seeing conditions that
Black people live in in our township,
experiencing the hardship. | mean, if
police come to the township and arrest
you for a pass law and they amest your
father for a pass law, we used to see
them not coming home, We used 1o see
our mothers going from one police sta-
tion to another looking for our fathers,
When [ was at high school, I saw a ot of
these things in practice, especially in cur
schools where the students were subject-
ed to wear school uniforms, and because
the parents could not afford 1o buy
schiool uniforms, could not afford 10 buy
textbooks, lots of schoolchildren were
expelled from school. And | became
involved in dealing with those issues
practically, because | didn't really believe,
if one child was brilllant, wanted 1o have
an education for her or his future, he
should not have to leave school because
he did not have those school uniforms. It
was then that | really decided that the
government should have put more
maney 1o Black education.

MC: 5o was that what really pushed
you o become involved in improving
conditions for Black South Africans?

SN: Well, there are lots of other
things, Mark. If | have to mention every
particular thing, Tl really spend a long
time talking about it. Things started very
early. | started experiencing raclal dis-
erimination on the farm when [ was a lit-
tle boy. When | was eight years to
eleven, 1 experienced it. I was one of the
children who were working for nothing
in the white man's field. [ was one of
those kids who would wake up early in
the morning at about 5:00 and take the
sheep and cattle to the fields. And 1
would see these white people chasing
Black men and whipping them. Things
like that make me very angry because at
that time 1 was (oo small o react. And
some Black people had accepled the sit-
uation like that as part of life.

Coming Out
MC: When did you first identify
yoursell as gay?
SM: In 1978, | suspected that 1 was gay.
MC: And what response did you get
when you came out? What view does
the Black culiure in South Africa have

regarding homosexuality?

SN: The Black population doesn't
accept homosexuality and they don't
really think It is there, it Is existing in the
Black community. And if they happened
to know that there is a homosexual man
in society, they really fear that this per-
son Is either bewiiched, or this person is
insane, abnormal or something. And
they try all the possible means to take
that person to witch doctors or psychol-
ogists or whatever. And they iry to con-
vert that person, to
make that person
straight. And it's also
very difficult accord-
ing to our own cul-
tural background
and traditions. We
live in the Black
community that we,
as children, our par-
enls want us o grow
up like they did.
And 1 as a man, they
were very disap-
pointed because all
they need to do is
for me to get our
family mame going.
So 1 have to have
children, 1 have to
have a son.

MC: So there
was a lot of pressure
from your family?

SN: Yeah.

MC: Do some
Black South Africans
think that homosex-
uality was brought
by whites?

SN: That is true,
Lots of people
believe so. My moth-
er, for example,
regretted sending me
to Catholic schoaol,
which was dominat-
ed by whites. 1 had SIMON NKOU
just finished at school when | came out.
I went to Catholic school for two years.
It was a boys-only school, | think there
were about 400 boys and only 24 of us
were Black.

MC: It was predominantly white?

SM: Yeah, & was a private school. Pri-
vate schools are very expensive. 1 was lucky.

MC: What was the reaction at
school about you being gay?

SN: My mother told my priest about
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me being gay, and my priest wanied io
talk 1o me. And | was really depressed at
the time when | was coming out. Espe-
clally because in the beginning | didn®t
really accept it myself. | found it very
difficult 1o cope with it Bul when | had
learned (o accept i, 1 didnt think I was
doing anything wrong. 1 was not even
involved in practical things at that time.

MC: What influence does religion
have on South African attitudes about
homosexuality?

SM: The Christlan religion doesn't
favor it at all, they condemn it. The
priest condemned my lover. He told me
that man must be possessed and his evil

s oo ino me, 50 there s no
church that supports homosexuality. But
there are a few priests who are in the
closet and coming out now and then.

MC: Homosexuality is illegal
according to white South Alrican law,
isn't ie?

SN: Well, they don’t mention it in
the book of law. They mention sodomy
and immorality. Whenever gay people
have been arrested, it's been for
sodomy, and anybody that's been arrest-
ed for sodomy has been gay people, gay
men, It's very difficult, They cannot
arrest you for being gay.

MC: Do they use other charges as
an excuse for aresting gay people?

Si: Well, they can use other things
as an excuse, A lot of gay people have
been arrested for child molestation, for
loitering, for soliciting. Many gay people
who go to parks and stations 1o pick up
people, they're being arrested under

MC: How did being invalved in the
anti-apartheid movement affect your
coming out? Did it make you more
aware of the struggle for gay rights?

SM: Yeah, it did. That's why when |
came out, | decided not 1o waste lme,
and really think of gay rights. Because in
the beginning, 1 thought | was the only
one. And as time went on, [ realized that
I eould not be the only one, There must
be other people going through the same
crisis that | went. And those people, if
there is no one there to help them, who
will help them? S0 | decided that it's
high time, that we needed a gay suppon
organization. And that's why [ joined the
Gay Assoctation of South Africa (GASA).

MC: Did you help to found that

p?
SN: No, | didnt. The papers are
very wrong Lo say that | had.
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MC: | won't say that, then, Bul were
you involved with anti-apartheid groups
while you were invelved with GASA?

SN: | was a member of a support
committes then,

MC: And what sort of response did
you get when you came out in the
group?

SN: | did come out to some of my
anti-apartheid people, and some of them
accepted me, and some found it very
difficult to communicate with me. But
the general response is that people
responded really well to me. They never
discriminated against me. And [ did not
hide the fact that | was gay. | did not
talk about it very much in anti-apartheid
organizations. 1 didn't really need to talk
aboul it, becavse nobody had ever
talked about his own sexuality. 50 the
most imponant thing was for me to be
accepted. 5o if people asked me, |
would tell them,

The Dalmas Tresson Trial

MC: When did you first get involved
in what was to become the Delmas
Treason Trial?

SN: | was arresied at the funeral of
a friend of mine who was killed during
the Vaal uprisings,

MC: You were detained in 1984,

SN: Yes, and charged in 1983, June,
with treason, three alternatives of termor-
ism, two allernatives of subversion, five
counls of murder and one count of fur-
thering the aims of a banned organiza-
tion

MC: And when did you get bail?

5N: | didn't get bail until June of
1987,

MC: What happened to you during
that extended period of time?

SN: Well, between 1984 1o June
1985, one was in solitary conlinement.
%o one was nol really doing anything. 1
was interrogated only four days of my
detention and | was left in my cell until |
was charged. In 1985, when the charges
were brought up, they brought us
together and gave us our charge sheet
and we all appeared in coun. Then for
another six months we stayed in prison
until the case began in January 1986. We
were refused bail several times.

MC: Why?

SN: Because the state sald we were
very dangerous, we will run away from
the country, It was me and 21 others.

MC: But then you were acquitted.

SN: Yeah, | was acquitted with ten

ather people last year, November.

MC: And what were the circum-
gances of your acquittal?

§N: The judge said the state had
failed to prove their case againa 11 of us.
MC: What about the 11 others?

§N: The 11 others were found
guilty—four of them on treason, seven
of them on terrorism. So six ol them
have been sentenced to five years, but
suspended. Five of them have been sen-
tenced to between five and twelve years,
and they are in prison. Al the moment,
their appeal Is pending. 'We sill feel that
the people who have been sentenced
should have been free. We still believe
that they need support. It s just unfortu-
nate that they were sentenced.

MC: Is there any hope for the

¥

SN: We hope so. We don't know.
Everything in South Africa is done by
the judges and the judges happen 1o be
sometimes biased.

MC: So what are you and the others
who were acquitted doing now that

‘re out?

SN: Well, 1 really don't know. Some
people have gone back to working,
doing whatever they did before.

MC: You weren'l allowed 1o work
or visit your family for a time, were you?

SN: That was the bail condition
imposed on me. | am allowed 1o work
and visit my family now, but | haven
found a job.

AIDS and Recism in Gay South Africa

MC: | understand there is not a lot
of education about AIDS in the black
CoOmmunity.

SN: No, there is not. Part of my
iravelling now is Lo raise awareness and
funds for the Township AIDS Project
that GLOW [the Gay and Lesbian Orga-
nization of the Wiwatersrand|] has helped
to found.

MC: Is that the Zulu AIDS Project?

SN: The Zulu AIDS Project is help-
ing us, That's the name the New York
people gave i

MC: Is there any other AIDS educa-
tion program in the Black community
besides the Township AIDS Project?

5N: No, not in the Black communi-
ty. The white community Is well-orga-
nized around the whole issue of AIDS,
They can't come to our ownships and
share with us their knowledge, or edu-
cate us on AIDS. The leaflets that they
have been sending, they're wrilten in



only one language, and that i English,
and the majority of the Black people
speak very different languages. 5o
GLOW is hoping, together with Town-
ship AIDS Project, to publish more infior-
mation in a language that people are
able 1o read,

MC: Is GLOW a multi-racial organi-
zathon?

SN: We prefer to call ourselves a
non-racial organization.

MC: So you have a mixed member-
ship?

SN: Yes, We are actually mixed both
raclally and as far as sex Is concerned,
men and women.

MC: Most of the people we hear
about in the gay rights movement In
South Africa are men. To what extent
are women involved?

SN: There is OLGA (the Organiza-
tions for Lesbian and Gay Activists) in
Cape Town, and their leadership is
wornen. Sheila Lapinsky and Julia Nicol.

MC: What are the attitudes of the
Black community regarding AIDS? Do
they see it as a threat?

SM: Mo, they actually ignore it They
think it's a white gay man's disedse. Just
the same that they think being gay is a
western thing. They think AIDS is from
the western countrics.

MC: How hard has AIDS actually hic
the Black community?

SN Well, at the momem we don't
have statistics of AIDS in the Black com-
munity, we only have it in the white
community.

Leshian and Gay Spaces

MC: How much do different races
interact within the lesbian and gay com-
munity?

5M: We all have the same problems
of wanting 1o be accepted in our sodi-
ety, but the difference is that we come
from different backgrounds. | mean, the
white people, at least now, they've gol
more tolerance to homosexuality than
Black people. And then of course the
white community has more resources,
It's easy for white people o live com-
fortably as gays and lesbians. At the age
of 18, the white young people can move
out of their parents’ place and live by
themselves. While we who are Black
have to live with our parents until we
can afford to move out, and normally,
we don't until we get married. In the
Black community, we don’t even have
privacies. The same applies o the place

of socializing, In the town, they've got
lots of gay bars, gay and lesblan restau-
rants, etc. In the [Black] township, noth-
ing. Until last year, GLOW founded the
GLOW Bar in Soweto,

MC: What son of reception did the
opening of the bar receive?

5M: We really had a pood reception.

least in Johannesburg, anybody can go
anywhere. Bt there are still attitudes, if
yvou get whal | mean.

MC: You still might encounter
racism from individuals.

SN: Yeah, from individual gay peo-
ple. But anyway, the bar that we all like
in Johanmesburg is called Skyline. It's at
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SIMON NKOLU WITH HIS SISTER AFTER BEING RELEASED FROM JAIL

We were surprised to have that good a
turnoul because we had advenised owr
thing even in the commercial press, and
we thought "oh my gosh, now we're
going to be gay-bashed.” But there was
really nothing. There were lots of peo-
ple who were curious to see "these
queers who were going o open their
own bar next door to our places® etc.
It's quite popular now,

MC: What about the gay establish.
ments in the citics—can anyone go into
one?

SN: Well, now anyboedy can go, at
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leass 20 percent Black,

The Gay and Straight
ol South African Politics

MC: What do you think is the signif-
icance of the loss of seats by the Nation-
al Party in the recent elections?

SN: Well, I'm not optimistic, and
sometimes | really prefer not 1o talk abowt
it. | mean, I'm not optimistic until the
Rlack people are allowed also o vote.

MC: Do you think there is any
chance of this with deKlerk? How does

Sen NKOU on page T3
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To Tell The Truth

The Lesbian Herstory Archives:
Chronicling a people

and fighting invisibility since 1974
by Polly Thisflewaite

A 1 6:45 p.m. | trudge up out of

the 96ith Street stop, Walkman alfixed,
and head down Broadway, ['ve got my
bag full of 1960s scandal sheets 1 found
at a flea market last weekend, all bearing
headlines like: *Lez Kidnaps Minister's
Wile® and "Lesbian Pickup on 42nd
Strect—Actual Photos Inside.”

"Welcome to the Lesbian Herstory
Archives,® reads the linle framed sampler

Photo: Polly Thistlewaite

“The roots of the archives lie in the silenced voic-
es, the love letters destroyed, the pronouns changed,
the diaries carefully edited, the pictures never taken,
the eupbemized distortions that patriarchy would
let pass.”

—Joan Nestle
Lesbian Herstory Archives Newsletter, Spring 1979
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do-dad hanging on the wall. Yes. Wel-
come. It's a Thursday “worknight.” When
I enter this place, home to Joan Mestle,
Mabel Hampton and the Lesbian Hersto-
ry Archives, I'm usually met with a high-
spirited bustle that takes a second o sort
out. It's like letting your eyes adjust to
the daylight or waiting for the fog to
clear from your glasses or something
This house full of dykes is just so stri-
dently non-routine compared (o the nest
of my work-s-day that it's a bit jolting;
it's like entering an anarchistic sanctuary,

Mabel, who is Bb, is silting at the
dining room table eating dinner. Tonight
she's feeling pretty good and hollers



greetings like “"There's my girll® or
“loanie, here's ancther onel” 1o each
of us as we enter. [ get litle kisses
from girls 1 haven't seen since last
Thursday which is a real nice lesbian
custom. They die over the scandal
sheets. As | make my way to the
kitchen, | find Beth, one of the volun-
teer coordinators, already giving a
tour to four wide-eyed women from
Mew Jersey visiting the archives for
the first time. She's starting out in the
little back room where the xerox
machine resides, the pantry where the
archives was first housed before it
spllled over Into most of the rest of
the two-bedroom apartment.

*Depending on who you ask,”
Beth says in her crackling, animated
voice, "the archives was founded in
1974 after the idea grew out of a les-
bian-feminist consciousness-raising
group. joan lived here then, and Deb
moved in shortly after that, then
Judith jeined them as a coordinator in
1978, about the time we incorporated
as the Lesbian Herstory Education
Foundation...”

The tour trails off behind the
kitchen, and Irare, another archives
regular, fixes Mabel some ice waler,
Irare says she's fine but tired and
she's going 1o work on the subject
files tonight—that means filing fyers,
invitations, catalogs, newspaper clip-
pings and the like. | decide o help
her after | eat my salad bar dinner 1
bought across the street,

I first heard about the archives in
the early BOs when | was in library
school. Some dyke librarian told me
about it and 1 remember being so joy-
fully asiounded then, ulterly amazed
and inspired sitting there in the mid-
dle of Nlinois, that there could be a
lesbian archive since having an
archive means having the power 1o
wield your own vision of yoursell in
the world. And from my take on les-
bian history then, Yormed largely from
reading the queer books cloistered in
the forbidding “cage® in the library's
main stacks, lesbians just didnt have
much of that. During the B0s we've
sirengthened, as has our history, but
still we don't have enough of that
power in the world. That's what
makes the Lesbian Hersiory Archives
50 precious.

Now leaning against the kitchen
counter as 1 stuff lettuce in my mouth,

RUNMNING THE ANARCHISTIC SAMCTUARY  Photo: Courtasy Lesbian Harstory Archives

Mabel Hampton

| see Max already on her knees in
front of her pet organtzations lile, the
best-organized cabinet in the house, |P
te =iming at the table by Mabel scratch-
ing her head over something, probably
trying to fligure out 3 word in Joan's
handweriting. Vicki is back () afier 100
long of an absence, and she's updating
the mailing list on the PC. Deb is
already on the phone, answering the
thirty- or forty-odd messages that
could be lefi on the phope since jus
two days ago when she was here last
Carol is badgering Jean 1o linish her
article for the archives newsleier that
was supposed 0 come out this week,
but obviously won now (I sheepishly
remember | don't have my newsletter

During the '80s we've
strengthened, as bas our
bistory, but still we don’t
bave enough of that power
in the world.
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thing done either). Leni's reading a lesbo
periodical on the couch; no, it's a Glam.
our magazine, hmmm., Amy's working on
something-er-other | can®t figure out,
maybe the button collection. There are a
few women in the living room I don't
recognize—either new volunteers or visi-
tors, 1 hear Joan's laughter from the bed-
room, she's probably on the phone. |
wonder i Judith is here already or will
she show up later, and [ notice all of a
sudden that my eyes and my spirit have

adjusted to this place.
“The archives exisis as a labor of
love by the o .

women who run
it." Boy, isn't that
the wuth. That's a
quote from the
*“Friends"
brochure for the
archives' fund-
raising campaign.
The Lesbhian Her- |
story Archives is
now the largest
and oldest lesbian
archive in the
world with over
200 special collec-
tions and hun-
dreds of |
biographical files
from lesbians
who have sent or
willed their let-
ters, writing, pho-
tographs  and
diaries. These are
artifacts from

is the "possibilities” file where you put
thing like pictures of unannounced yet
butchy-locking politicians and obituaries
containing tell-tale phrases like "surviv-
ing the deceased is her long lime com-
panion...” The Lesbian Herstory Archives
keeps material running the gamut of les-
blan experience and idemtity, with ani-
facts of lesbian oppression as well as
liberation,

The archives has served 1o strength-
en leshian identities and history. The
guest books are brimming with heartfelt

balls, hats and helmets, an autographed
1960 cover of the Ladder, a brightly

painted denim jacket that says “Head
Lez® over the pocket, rhinestone pasties
that belonged to a lesbian stripper.
Dominating the comners are huge pasters
of Mabel, Lillian, Radcyffe, Sonny, Rota
and Gertrude—all images that are
always greeted by the most raucous of
shouts and applause in the NYC Gay
Pride March, Ower 6,000 books; 13,000
periodical titles; 12,000 photographs; 500
unpublished papers and a slew of
posters, anwork, buttons, T-shirts, films,

praise and thanks to the archives for just

famous, infamous THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME
and unfamous les-  joan Nestle and Mabel Hampton at home st the Archives

bians, you know,

just like you and me, because that's a lot
of what the archives s about. We know
from being edited out of history that all
lesbian lves are imponant and ever so
worthy of remembering, cherishing and
researching,

In addition to the personal collec-
tions, there are seven drawers of Max's
organization files which include papers,
flyers and paraphernalia from lesbian,
lesbian/gay and gay political and social
organizations around the word, e.g. ACT
UP, Daughters of Bilitis and Salsa Soul
Sisters, Thiny drawers of subject files are
chock-full of clippings and whainoi on
wopics like lesbian mothers, bars, festi-
vals, sports, butch-fem, passing women,
&/m, leshians in Yugoslavia. My favorite
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being there, for serving as a “stopping-
off place® for lesbians searching out
their world. Students, scholars, writers,
film- and video-makers have used the
archives 1o assemble leshian history into
films like Before Stomewall, Silent Pio-
neers, and Nelghborbood Voices as well
as books like Lilian Faderman's Surpass-
ing the Love of Mem and |.R. Robert's
Black Lesbians: A Biblicgraphy Current-
ly, the archives is sponsoring a video
project on the Daughters of Bilis, the
first national lesbian organization in the
U5,

Inside, the archives looks like a
combination museum-library. Pho-

tographs are displayed all over the place
aleng with ather dyke anifacts—solt-

Photo: Polly Thistlewaite

records, videotapes, audiotapes round
oul the colleation which now spills out
of the apartment into five rented cli-
mate-controlled storage lockers.

Check it out: The New York Times'
June 1989 coverage of the Gay Pride
March included mention of the
"Women's Herstory Archives.” Ferchris-
sakes, how could they miss ™ It's the
big L-word—the Leshian Herstory
Archives! Get it right, already!

Even with the cooperation of jour-
nalists, historians and biographers, so
many archives have failed to preserve
records of lesbian lives. For example, in
the largest research library database



(RLIN), only 23 out of over
211,000 archival records (that's
0001 percent) are indexed with
the terms “lesbian, lesbians, or
leshianism® as deseriptors. Most
archivists will not index 2
woman's personal collection with
“the L-word” unless she hersell is
self-defined and publicy known
for being a lesbian, Archives on
the left have done their fair share
for lesbian invisibility, 100, The
Communist Party, for example,
has inexplicably "lost" particular
segments of activist Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn's papers—particu-
larly her correspondence with
Marie Equi, a “known lesbian®
and Flynn's, uh, roommate from
1926-1936 (from Rosalyn Baxan-
dall, Words om Fire The Life and
Writing of Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn, pp. viii-ix). Face it, only
lesbians can do this job the way
it should be done! To affiliate the
Leshian Herstory Archives with a 1
public or academic institution LABOR OF LOVE
would allow re-colonization of A volunteer updates the files

WILLIAM B. DeBONIS D.D.S. IT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY
Quality, Personal Dentlistry A FORCE TO BE RECKOMED
Suite 704 NITH. LET'S KEEP IT THAT
200 West 5Tth Street WaAY—SUPPORT YOUR
New York, New York 10019 LOCAL LESBIAN AND GAY
{212) 333-2650 ESTABLISHMENTS.
Oiffice Hours by Appointment Only

CHIROPRACTOR

Dr. Charles Franchino
30 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10011
212.673.4331

office hours by appointment

leshian lives and history,

The archives welcomes
maierial donations from all les-
bians. Organize your writing,
photos, videos and other objects
of leshbo euliure to send o the
archives. It's very imponant to
put in your will that you want the
archives o receive lf, because
you never know what's going 1o
happen. You can also provide the
archives with newspaper clip-
pings, oral histories and video
tapes of things like dykes on The
Phil Demabae Shout

Visitors and researchers must
remember that the archives has
severcly outgrown its space, If
you want to use things that are
stored off-site, you have 10 make
arrangements (o have them
retrieved, a lime-consuming task
for a volupteer ofganization. Even

on site it's a major chore o get al
i : the periodicals which are stacked
' in gray acld-free “elephant boxes®

Photo; Polly Thistlewaite

one on top of the other. The file
drawers are crammed and the
aver<rowding slows upkeep and
research, Sadly, the archives canl conve-
niently accommadate all the visitors who
wanl 1o see of use the place. Visitors are
welcomed 1wo regular nights a week
and by appointment. Even though sever-
al volunteers provide hostessing and ref-
erence assistance, it still means a lot of
company for Joan and Mabel. As it is,
the archives received over 1,200 visitons
and 3,000 phone calls last year, and
demand is growing!

Especially now, the archives needs
money, it is funded entirely by donations
from individuals and from lesbian, gay,
feminist and radical funding sources.
Please contribute penerously. The legacy
you're providing for is our own. v

The Lesbian Herstory Archives bas
groun for over 15 years in an apari-
migril on NYC's Upper West Side It bas
mow culgrown (s original bome, and
socks a new one Aboul § 1,000,000 15
needed fo buy a building outright, lo
Sfund eperations and fo ensure that the
archives conbinues ko shape and reflect
lesbian lives, Make contributions o the
Lestrian Herstory Educational Founda-
tiom, lne PO Box 1258, New York, NY
10116, Call (212) 8747232 for more
information,
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Dear RBrad

Records. It has not been broken yet

postcard 1o the first name on the st

the world. This game bas been
approved by the U5 Post Qffice as an
educational game
Thank you.
—M.F,

Dear M.P

I, for one, am delighted to leam
that the U.5. Post Office has estab.
lished criteria for educational games,

Germany could learn is that some-

This iz a chaim leter from six kids
in Germany. It was started in 1989
and if it poes on untll 1990 it will be
in the Guinness Book of World

PLEASE DON'T SPOIL IT FOR SOME-
ONE ELSEM Copy this letter and send
i to six people. Then send a plcture

Move the three names up and place
your name in the founh position. Do
this in four days or less and the chain
will not be broken. In 20 days you
will receive 80 posteards from around

Cenainly the most valuable lesson
thai the aforementioned children in

times the things we most want in this
world are not o be had, no matter
how hard we try (the Christmas of
1980 immediately leaps o my mind
but that is, | suppose, another story),

UT OF

MY HANDS
BRADLEY

and therefore | am taking it upon
mysell to break this chain and o spoil
it for someone else just the way
things were spoiled for me nine years
ago when [, myself, believed in possi-
bilities and just rewards. Besides, the
very idea of receiving B0 picture post-
cards from around the world has a
greatly diminished appeal to me after
the avalanche of mail | received on
the Jane Fonda controversy,

Dear Brad:

Perhaps | can make you under-
stand. Let's start from the beginning. A
man is hired to give advice to the
readers of a newspaper, The job is a
circulation stunt and the whole staff
considers it a joke. He welcomes the
job, for it might lead to a gossip col-
umn, and anyway he's tired of being a
leg man. He too considers it a joke,
but after several months al it the joke
begins 1o escape him. He sees that the
rmajority of the leners are profoundly
humble pleas for moral and spiriteal
advice, that they are inarticulate
expressions of genuine suffering. He
also discovers that his correspondents
take him seriously. For the first time in
his life, he is forced 1o examine the
values by which he lives, This exami-
nation shows him that he is the victim

Qutof the Closetandinto SPIN

From the m-hnﬂ:mndﬂ:tnhhwnl wh
m the soan- - s er issue ol Spin where Village Voice

columnist Micha el Musto interviews Sand

MM What else is sonaying you latedy?

SB:  Desides my latest girlfriend? Wall |
won't go into detsil about the problems with
thiz one, but by the tme this goes 1o it
probably won't exist snymore — the
problem mor her, Weird shit. Senually
ambiguous, I'm sure.

MINE  Lote of cheating?

8B: Mo, but there will be if it twas into &
full-biown relationship. And I'll probably be
first fo cheat. Becouse I'm not going to bet
somebody cheat on me first Fuck hem, man.

_ When doyou decide if's time to chaat?

When they say, *1 really need to fuck

£8:
men.” Then il go fuck 8 man and fuck her

BALL

of the joke and not its perpetrator.
—Nartbanasl

Dear Nathanael

| think you're feeling a litle
blue—as who of us is not in this mis-
erable heat? There have been, you
might be surprised to discover,
moments when I, oo, have experi-
enced similar doubts (although | cant
think of a specific occasion offhand,
smngely preoccupied as 1 am by that
damn Christmas of 1980 when one
more word or one less drink might
have made all the difference in the
world). What you must understand is
that there ar