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Abstract

This paper examines the development of Taiwan’s policy of low-level
radwaste (LLW) disposal through the lens of democratic technology governance
and Taiwan’s political context. Taiwan’s policy evolution has largely paralleled
that of other countries, having transited through the various stages of
professional monopolization, political intervention, eventually toward
democratic participation, and later financial incentivization. Before the lift of
the Martial Law, a top-down approach was adopted by the authorities in
shaping the policy, on the ostensible basis of regulatory science, with the space

for decision-making only gradually opened up for greater democratic
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participation in recent years. Therefore, such hierarchical decision-making in
the policy formation process during the authoritarian era persisted and
bypassed the involvement of the Tao people — the inhabitants of the Orchid
Island where the LLW was stored. Although the “Act on Sites for Establishment
of Low Level Radioactive Waste Final Disposal Facility” was passed in 2006 by
the DPP government after Taiwan’s democratization as a means to resolve the
neglect of democratic participation, such regulatory amendments failed to
account for the epistemological conflicts between different stakeholders nor did
it strengthen the social foundation for technological communication and trust,
resulting in further deadlock over the relocation of the LLW site through the
late 2000s and 2010s. We argue in this paper that democratic technology
governance under post-normal science involving a continuous process of
democratic deliberation and consultation with the general public and experts is
therefore central to the effective policymaking pertaining to LLW storage and
disposal.
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53 o BERETERIRE SRt I R B B HUREAS » B4 « BRI RE L 2t
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ARIEREGAAIETI A —ER MR ETaAY - PG R E B H At - 5
IR BIHE DD R IR SHISURI L Bl S - 22 S5 T REA R BGA o g R - A
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RETABAIRTHIRRE IR - AR RHXREIREIIRY) - FEHE
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FERVIBHLE AR FREE S AL BRI BORFRE (Walker 2009: 1) » {H
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