North Yorkshire Cracoe Reff Knolls

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act, 1981, as amended.

Local Planning Authority: Yorkshire Dales National Park (Craven District Council)

National Grid Reference: SD 988603; SD 996609; SE 003608; SE 007615; SE 015614;
SE 026618

Ordnance Survey Sheet:  1:50,000 : 98
1:10,000 : SD 96 SE; SE 06 SW

Area: 141.1 ha 348.6 acres
First notified: 1952 Date of revision: 1987
Description

Cracoe Reef Knolls is the classic site for the study of knoll-reefs in the Asbian Carboniferous
Limestone of England. The base of the reef here may be of Holkerian age, but the bulk of the
reef contains a rich and varied Asbian fauna and flora. In part the reefs form an apron-fringe
at the edge of the Askrigg block, but the more southerly reefs are regarded as having formed
as knolls within the Craven Basin. Considerable argument has raged for years over the
structure and origins of the Dinantian knollreefs, with this site as a focus for the controversy.
This is a key locality in the study of Lower Carboniferous carbonate environments and it is
essential for an understanding of reef communities and their palacoecology, having great
potential for future research on reef development and palaeontology.

Other Information
1. This site is listed within the Geological Conservation Review.

2. During the 1986 revision the boundary of this site has been amended by extensions
and deletions.
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