
JOHANNES BRONKHORST

CANDRAGUPTA MAURYA AND HIS IMPORTANCE 
FOR INDIAN HISTORY1

Professor Bhargava published his book on Candragupta Mau-
rya (Chandragupta Maurya: A gem of Indian history) in 1935, at the 

edition of this book 60 years later, in 1995, when he was 86 years 

-

-
2

-

-
-

-

-

1 

“Sanskrit & History of Early India”, held at the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, in De-

Buddhism in the Shadow of Brahmanism (2011).
2 
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-
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-

5

, 
verbal root hu

6. 

7. The 

3 

4 See Bronkhorst, 2007.
5 

6 

7 See Falk, 2006: 111-138.
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bear little fruit indeed”8  

9

 

a Jaina.

-

-

-

8 

9 Buddhacarita  along with japa and 
homa  

 along with  and  (
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-

-

-

-

things10. And wherever they went, and whatever they did, they al-

10 -

priests rather than as ritualists, but also the ideal king is one who learns philosophy and 

Upani ad -

serpent beings.
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11

-
-

). In 

12.

to agree that the 

-
13

be said of the 

-

-

11 

( , Skt. 

1995: 698)
12 

13 
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.14 The  gives 

-

either -
or

-

-

-

14 

.
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15. Moreover, the 

a level that there was little for Candragupta to do but follow the 

-

-

in the last16.

15 

the 
16 
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17.
-

-

Vipratipatti -
-

. Does this 

18

-

19

-

17 

.
18 

19 -
self ,  and 

.
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This single (
20

to the -

-
21 It is however 

22 

 in its present 

-

” (Willis, 2009: 62).23 -

20 Note that 
 

“After going through all the -

21 -
thorship, see also Falk, 1986, esp. p. 69; Bronkhorst, 1991.

22 

below.
23 , and it 

 

-

.”
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 as we now know it does not date 

of Candragupta Maurya is one reason to entertain doubts.24 Another 

-
25 Then 

-
-

24 Note that the 
( ).

25 
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-

the 

the mantripurohita -

The 

26 It does on the other hand pro-
-

27.

The 

-

26  is not a 
-
-

[the 
for dating the 

27 See now Olivelle, 2013: 6-38 on the date and authorship of the .
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-

If, then, the 

have presented so far.

-

28

-

into four 
-

28 See Karttunen, 1997: 82-87.

indologica 2011.indb   118 08/11/13   12:23



119Johannes Bronkhorst, Candragupta maurya and his importance for Indian history

a distant future.

-

-

-
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