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To be in with a chance of winning a pair of VIP tickets to the Goodwood Festival of Speed,
visit www.skoda.co.uk/motorsport.

You T
@ SKODA UK Motorsport ﬁ t . skodaukmotorsport.com 28 JUNE - | JULY

Competition runs from Sth May to 29th May 2012. To enter fill in the form online at skoda.co.uk/motorsport. Terms and conditions apply
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Spirit defined.

A true roadster is more than just a car. It's an act of independence; a timeless spirit that cannot be fully
explained, only experienced. This spirit is defined by the new Boxster. With its mid-engined layout and
agile handling it's a car that never ceases to inspire. Evolving this spirit makes the Boxster timeless.

Exploring the limits of what's possible makes it a Porsche.

The new Boxster. From £37,589 to the limits you set.

Join the legacy at www.porsche.co.uk or call 08457 911 911.

PORSCHE

Model shown is Boxster S at £52,893 including metallic paint, 20" Carrera Classic wheels with full-colour Porsche crests, Sport seats Plus,
interior in natural leather, Bi-Xenon lighting system with PDLS, Roll-over bars finished in exterior colour, first year road fund licence and first
registrationfee. Fuelconsumptionfiguresforthe newBoxster Sinmpg: Urban25.2; ExtraUrban40.9; Combined 32.1. CO,emissions{g/km) 206.
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PDLE POSITION

'Perez and Ferrari: are they
rlght for one another?

THIS WEEK’S COVER ASKS IF SERGIO
Perez is good enough for Ferrari. My answer
would be yes. But to the supplementary
question, ‘Is Ferrari the right place for

him now?’, my response would be no.

Perez is serving an impressive apprenticeship
with Sauber. It’s a strong midfield team where
he can shine on its good days (Australia,
Malaysia, first stint in China) and be

anonymous when it’s not (rest of China, Bahrain). In the
. pressure-cooker environment at Ferrari, you don’t get that
- luxury. Just ask Felipe Massa.

I believe Perez is a stronger long-term bet than Massa, but

[ don’t see the worth of him being rushed. Ferrari’s pressing issue
. isn’t so much with its second driver; it’s with its F2012 (see p8).

As Edd Straw explains on page 32, Perez hasn’t enjoyed a

straightforward path to F1, yet he’s
/ ﬁ/ﬂ/g

CHARLES BRADLEY EDITOR

charles.bradley@haymarket.com

got him there. I reported on his

BAHBER’

REATNEWS FOR ALL F1 FANS.
JOHNNY HERBERT WILL BE PROVIDING
EXPERT ANALYSIS FOR SKY SPORTS,
STARTING AT THE SPANISH GP
THIS WEEKEND.,
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SNAPSHOT
PIT & PADDOCK

REMEMBERING GILLES

A poignant tribute from a son to his late father
Former world champion Jacques Villeneuve drove his father
Gilles’ Ferrari 312T4 Formula 1 car from 1979 at the Fiorano

test track on Tuesday, 30 years to the day since the Prancing
Horse legend lost his life in a qualifying crash at Zolder.

Pic: Colombo/Ferrari
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Ferrari pushes _
its winning target

Difficult Mugello test and the lack of a big performance gain from
new exhausts mean the F2012 is still off the pace. By EDD STRAW

errari has revised its
expectations for the Spanish

Grand Prix in the wake of last
week’s Mugello test.
Although positive progress was
made with the Fzo12, with a new
whaust set-up running on the final
day of the test, the car still appears
to be short of race-winning pace.
AUTOSPORT understands that
a new front wing and diffuser could

be tried at this weekend’s Spanish
GP, which it is hoped will allow
Ferrari to take a further step forward.
In what appears to be a change of
its goals for the upcoming races,
Fernando Alonso has characterised
his home race as just another step in
the battle to get back on terms with
the pacesetters. He pointed to further
upgrades slated for the Canadian and
European GPs, by which point he

New exhaust layout
was tried at Mugello

hopes to be “close” to the leaders. For
this weekend, the target appears to
be to make it into Q3 comfortably.
“Barcelona has to be the first step,
Canada the second step and then
Valencia the third to be close to
them,” said Alonso, who crashed the
updated car on the final day of the
test. “There is no magic bullet that
means that in Barcelona we will be
on pole position because everyone
will improve their cars as well. But
we need to improve the gap.”
Alonso said after Bahrain that
he hoped to “start a different
championship from that point on”.
Team principal Stefano Domenicali
echoed those sentiments, saying
“we must step up a gear”. But while
Ferrari has certainly improved, it’s
likely that Alonso faces another
weekend of fighting for minor
placings rather than podiums.
Ferrari has had to take a less-
aggressive approach to its upgrades
than originally hoped. Team sources
suggested that more dramatically

“Barcelona has to be the
first step, Canada the

second, Valencia the third”
Fernando Alonso

modified sidepod and exhaust
configurations were planned for the
Mugello test but it became clear as
early as the Chinese GP that such
dramatic changes wouldn’t be ready.
Alonso questioned the benefit of
adopting a McLaren-style exhaust,
which hints that Ferrari might not
have made the kinds of gains that it
had hoped for with its mooted new
design. It has opted for a more
orthodox version (see bottom left
picture), featuring exhausts nestled
in the sidepods, as introduced on
the final day of the test. Alonso also
hinted at other aero problems that
must be solved rather than any
focusing exclusively on exhausts.
“Felipe [Massa] and I have tried

the three different exhaust solutions,

PICS: FERRARQ/LAT, GILHAM/GETTY




REAR WING CHANGES

Ferrariran a new rear wingin
Mugello (main drawing), featuring
modified endplates (old designinset).

GARY ANDERSOMN: “Ferrari’s new rear-wing
designfollows the same philosophy as
the oneimplemented by Renault quite a
few yearsago. McLaren currently use this
detail, too. By reducing the overhang of
the endplates behind the rear flap
surfacethe vortex that comes off the
upper corner of the wing will be

reduced, thus increasing the

efficiency of the component by
reducing the drag. [t will only be
useful ontracks where maximum
downforce isnot required.”

~ Alonsocrashed
the updated car
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Ferraristillhas a lot
todowiththe F2012

but it doesn’t change a thing as far packaging is much better and MUGELLO F1 TEST, MAY -3

as driving and loads are concerned,”  compromises the Coke-bottle area Bl i i ORI THEeY

said Alonso. “Exhausts are not the far less, so that will produce more I Romain Grosjean (F)  Lotus-Renault E20 - In21.603s  1m21.035s

key. It’s pointless to lose even five downforce. The radiators are still 2 SebastianVettel (D)  Red Bull-Renault RB8 5 Imz1.825s  Im21.267s

minutes in that area. in an odd place — efficient in 3 Fernando Alonso (E) Ferrari F2012 Im¢2. 4445 - Im21.363s
“This year, what position you themselves but bad aerodynamically. |4 KawiKobayashi (J)  Sauber-Ferrari (31 In24.736s  Im21.603s -

choose is not important. In I’d give the package eight out of 10. 5 Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) Toro Rosso-Ferrari STR7 - Im22.588s  Im2l.604s

Australia, one of the quickest cars “It will be interesting to see how 6 Mark Nebber (AUS) Red Bull-Renault RBS Im23.648s  1m21.997s -

— McLaren — had lateral exhausts. the upgrades in Spain go. With the 1" Serglo Perez (HEX) Sauber-Ferrari €31 = 2 In22.2296

We saw in China two Red Bulls diffuser and front wing there is a 8 Felipe Nassa (BR) Ferrart F2012 - In22.257s -

running different positions. In danger that you may trip up rather 9 Nico Hulkenberg (D) Force India-Mercedes VJMO5 - & Im22.325s

Bahrain, Red Bull won with the than go forward. If that works, it 10 Jean-Eric Vergne (F)  Toro Rosso-Ferrari STRT Im23.891s  Im22.422s -

lateral ones but the quickest car was  should be a good step, but it’s still 11" Pastor Naldonado (Y]  Williams-Renault FN34 & g 1n22.497s

the Lotus with a straight [exhaust]. has a bit further to go in terms of 12 Nico Rosberg (D) Hercedes F1 NDJ Im24.100s - In22.579s

There are bigger areas on the car aerodynamic understanding.” 13 Oliver Turvey (GB) Mclaren-Mercedes MP4-27  1mZ3.303s - 1m22.662s

that we need to h‘nprﬂvﬁ' » 14 Paul di Resta (GB) Force India-Mercedes VIMO5 - Im24.749s 1m23.002s
Ferrari tried various other aero 15 Heikki Kovalainen (FIN) Caterham-Renault CTOL - - 1m23.169s

tweaks at Mugello, including a 16 Michael Schumacher (D) Mercedes F1 W03 no time Im23.404s -

modified rear wing (see p.;mel above). 17 Timo Glock (D) Marussia-Cosworth NROL - Im24.49%s  Im23.466s

Overall, AUTOSPORT technical 18 Charles Pic (F) Marussia-Cosworth MROI Im27.359s  Im23.982s -

editor GEI_]?}? Anderson estimates 19 Jerome d'Ambrosio (B) Lotus-Renault EZD Im24.048s - -

the net gm made to be around a 20 Vitaly Petrov (RUS) Caterham-Renault CTOL - Im24.3125 -

EDLl]]lE’ of tenths of a second. 21 Gary Paffett (GB) McLaren-Mercedes WP4-27 Im50.8% s  Im24.480s -
“What T saw at MUE,EHGI Was Eﬂﬂi]}’ Z¢ Bruno Senna (ER) Williams-Renault FW34 Im24.842s -

worth that,” said Anderson. “Maybe 23 Jules Bianchi (F) Force India-Mercedes VJMD5 1m25.475% - -

it could be worth a little more, but Alonsa st ¢4 Rodolfo Gonzalez (YV)  Caterham-Renault CTOI Im27.197s - -

not by a huge amount. The exhaust  hasdoubts 25 Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Willians-RenaultFW34  1n29.179s - -
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MUGELLO TEST UPGRADES

Last week’s three-day Mugello test was the only chance Formula 1 teams have during the 2012 season
to run their cars in anger outside a grand prix weekend. GARY ANDERSON runs the rule over some of the
more attention-grabbing changes that he spotted, including a radical change of direction from McLaren

— = il

RED BULL’S CLEVER
FRONT-AXLE TWEAK

This front-wheel axle design, used
in Bahrain, features anintricate
arrangement of holes designed tolink up
the airflow through the whole assembly.

The airis taken through the brake duct, fed
past the calliper and disc and exits through
these holes (left of bottom drawing) which
alignwith similar holes onthe wheel
(vellowintop drawing). You would not
putthese holes inthe chamfered section
of the axle from a stress-distribution
viewpoint, because they will create high-
stress sections. To give the assembly the
same stiffness as a conventional piece
you'd have to make it heavier. So therefore
the reason has to be aerodynamic. There
areseveral potential advantages. Firstly,
you don’'t want the waste air going inboard
andinterrupting the flow to the floor -
this takes it outboard with more force.
Secondly, this reduces the transference

of heat from the rimto the tyre — which
canbe agood orabad thing depending on
circumstances. It wasnotable thatinthe
cool of China Red Bull ran with a different

arrangement. By acting like an extractor,
the wheel design may also be linking up
the airflow to the vane and undercut
section behind.

SAUBER GIVES YOU WINGLETS

The Sauber sprouted some new horizontal turning
vaneson the top of the front of the sidepod. These
are primarily designed to controlthe airflow over
thetop of the sidepods and avoid spillage. They
willalso playapartinensuring the sidepods don’t
generate too much lift through low pressure on the
surface, while maximising airflow to the diffuser.

McLAREN NOSE JOB
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Onthe final afternoon of the Mugello test, McLaren
trialled a high nose. This effectively increased the height
of the nose tothe maximum possible on the MP4-27
without goingto the extreme of modifying the front of
the chassis. Despite that, thisis stillnot the kind of thing
youwoulddoonawhimbecause you haveto gotothe
trouble of crash testingit to be able torunit. McLaren
clearly has a keeninterestintryingto get more out of

the airflowunderthefrontof the car.

The wing pillars are significantly longer, sothereis a
bigdifferencein height between the normal nose and
this new one. Theturning vane under the nose is now
getting more airtoit, sothat willhave gained the team
afraction. The original nose will also create a problem
with airflow spillage thanks to the slope, so thisversion
should be more consistentin that regard.

Unfortunately, evenif McLaren optstaracethis
high nose, the gainitwill be getting willbe afraction of
what it could have done by going down the conventional
stepped-nose route and having the front of the chassis
as high as possible. It's veryinterestingthat McLaren
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Force India sensors behind exhaust

1s trying this, giventhe amount of stick I got from
Ron Dennis for criticising this approach whenthe car
was launched!

It'snot clear whether McLaren will run this nosein
Barcelona, butit'stellingthatit felt the need to evaluate
it at the Mugello test.

[t was puzzlingthat McLaren decided against taking
itsracedriverstothe test. Gary Paffett and Oliver Turvey
are very capabledrivers, but given thattyre management
has beena problem -and thefact that neither will drive
inexactlythe sameway as Lewis Hamilton and Jenson
Button-itwasasurprise.

New approach at rear of Caterham

EXHAUST EXPERIMENTS

While Red Bull, Mercedes and Lotus were
conservative with the parts they tried, only
running tiny tweaks, Caterhamand Force India
tried out revised exhaust positions.

While there are gains to be had from getting
the exhaustsright,it's not anything like what was
possiblelast year. And, as Fernando Alonso has
pointed out, it’s not amagic bullet. If the rest of your
caris perfect, then there’s something to gain here,
butthere is more to be found elsewhere for most.

McLaren race drivers
did not drive in [taly

NEWS
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AUTOSPORT SAYS..

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

Ve

M ugello proved it: a fullv-fledged 21st
century Formula 1 team doesn’t need to
test a great deal. Of the grandee teams, Red
Bull and McLaren questioned the value of
the running and only Ferrari, which had
pushed so hard to hold an in-season test,
seemed to be embracing last week as key.

That’s perhaps symptomatic of a team
that hasn’t evolved in the same way as its
rivals. All teams have invested heavily in
developing ‘drv’ testing technology, such as
simulators, dynamic rigs and advanced CFD.
But by Ferrari technical supremo Pat Fry’s
own admission, the Scuderia is behind in
this area. The old
empirical ways of
building parts,
track-testing them
and binning any
that don’t vield
improvements have
not only gone, but
have been rendered
largelv obsolete by
better processes.

McLaren’s Paddy Lowe suggested that not
only would this test be scrapped for 2013,
but that the three days of running that were
taken out of pre-season testing to fit it in
should simply be binned too. That 12 davs
is deemed enough by the technical director
of one of F1’s biggest teams tells you
evervthing you need to know.

It also suggests that Ferrari’s problems are
about more than just a car design that isn’t
quite there. It was late onto the bandwagon
of ‘drv’ testing technology and it’s going to
take a few vears, rather than a few months,
to change that philosophv.

Ferrari: still reliant
ontrack testing

REMEMBER WHEN ...

McLaren evaluated a trend... Just because
McLaren tested a higher nose it doesn’t
guarantee it will race it. At a Hockenheim
test in 2008, the team tried the shark fin
engine cover design popular with its rivals,
but never raced the design.

May 10 2012 autosport.com 11
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Toro Rosso outgrows its roots

New facilities mean team secures expansion from its lowly Minardi origins. By DIETER RENCKEN & EDD STRAW

cuderia Toro Rosso expects the committed to ensuring that the 1 composites department is complete,
first phase of its expansion squad continues to be based in the work will begin on a machine shop.
programme, which will [talian town of Faenza — this was a for composite work. It Toro Rosso will build a permanent
be completed this summer, to condition of the mooted sale talks : ; M home for its design and CFD
have a positive impact on its that came to naught a few years should be finished in July groups, which are currently based
competitiveness as soon as 2013. ago. The investment is proof that Toro Rosso team boss Franz Tost in temporary structures in Faenza.
The team is in the first phase of the team’s long-term future will “We are building a new hall for
an ambitious building plan that will  remain in the town where founder Hospitality unit used composite work and that should be
almost double its workspace to Giancarlo Minardi was born. ALRXITR OTICS Spach finished at the end of July,” Tost told
around 7500 square metres. A new building that will house e S AUTQOSPORT. “From August, we
Toro Rosso principal Franz Tost composite-fabrication facilities is will transfer all the machines over
describes the building work as part on target to be completed at the end w0 d  there and start production for 2013
of a three-year project that will allow of July. Toro Rosso will begin v ) - around this new hall. We will have
a team that has long outgrown its moving equipment there in August #§ i ol ==y 3400 square metres for composite
Minardi origins to move up the grid.  ahead of construction work starting s SEES_— . production, which is a good space
Team owner Red Bull is on next year’s car. Once the S SRS to bring in new equipment and

“Ne’re building a new hal

A BRIEF 1985 1988 . o ¢ 1991 1993 1999 - 2001
HISTORY OF Minardi makes Martini = == Lands Ferrari Returns to After Minardi fails to Paul
F1 bow with - scores ! engines, allowing Ford power. - score from 1996-98, ° Stoddart
“l"ﬁﬂﬂl’ single car for Minardi's @ 1989 Martini to claimtwo  © Fittipaldj Marc Gene takes a - buys the
TORO ROSSO Pierluigi Martini. : first point @ Minardileads : fourth places. Minardi - and Fabrizio © point for sixth at - ailing
forsixth @ firstlapin F1, @ finishes seventh in Barbazza the Nurburging. . team,
Starts 452 = - inDetroit : lap 40 of the : the championship SCOre points ensuring :
Wins 1 st 0 the Portuguese but switches to in four of \  that it Mark Webber finishes
’ ' team’s - Grand Prix, Lamborghini power the first remains on @ fifth on debut in

Poles ¥ 49th start. - with Martini. for the following year. = six races. o the grid. Australia for Minardi.
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Toro Rosso plans to
keep moving forward

increase our performance.”

Tost expects the expanded
facility to allow Toro Rosso to
produce more of its car in-house
rather than outsourcing work.

This figure could rise further as
facilities are further expanded.

The new buildings will also allow
Toro Rosso to increase its staff from
its current level of below 300. While
there are no plans to increase this
dramatically, Tost is keen to bolster
aerodynamic and design strength.

“A little bit, but not too much,” he
said regarding new staff. “We have
reached a good level, We need some
more people in the aerodynamic
department and some more
designers, but the core we have. If
we see some parts that are weak,
then we will bring in some more
people, but it isn’t planned.”

Toro Rosso has improved its

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

Faith in new driver Iine-up THE TOP SIX out of Faenza

Tost talks with his
20125TR charges

Toro Rosso team principal Franz Tost believes that there is
more to come from Formula 1 newcomers Daniel Ricciardo
and Jean-Eric Vergne after the pair’s mixed start to the year.

Both have impressed at times, with Australian Ricciardo
scoring his first points for ninth in his home race and
gualifying sixth in Bahrain, and Frenchman Vergne finishing
eighth in Malaysia. But Tost expects the inexperienced pair
to show an improvement in the coming races, particularly
as they have rough edges to eradicate.

“I'm confident that through the season they will take
another step forward,” said Tost. “Currently, Jean-Eric is
a little bit too aggressive in qualifying but I am convinced
he will change this. Daniel is a bit too aggressive in the
starts, but he will learn. They will do a good job.”

Vergne is confident that his recent qualifying travails
will turn around once he returns to familiar territory.

“It has been a bit up and down, but that’s OK because
I'm here to learn,” he said. “Barcelona [this weekend] is
the first track that I know well, so it should be good.”

championship position each year
since a change in regulations
prevented it from running Red
Bull-designed machinery from
the start of 2010. That season it
finished 10th, and in subsequent
campaigns it has finished ninth
and eighth in the end-of-year
constructors’ standings.

New facilitiesare
progressing well

2005 2006 2007 . 2008 . 2010

Christijan Albers ! Rebirth under Red @ STRlands Ferrari  : Finishes a - Banon

and Patrick . Bull as Scuderia engine deal, taking - best-eversixthin = customer cars

Friesacher finish : Toro Rosso. Tonio a best finish of the constructors” : meansthat STR © 2011

fifth and sixth Liuzzi scores its fourth in China - championship ¢ hastobecome - Toro Rosso

in the six-car = first points with - with rookie driver : and wins the . aconstructor eighth in the
United States  : eighth at Indy . Sebastian Vettel. : ltalian Grand . again after constructors’
Grand Prix to using rev- 9 Prix from pole - four years championship,
take Minardi's restricted V10 - position thanks  : running Red its best finish
final points. powerplants. to Vettel. Bull designs. since 2008,

Minardi and Toro Rosso have had some famous

drivers over the years. Here are the six that had
the ability to become grand prix winners:

o SEBASTIAN VETTEL (2007-08)

One of two double world champions
among Minardi/STR alumni, but holds the
distinction of being
the only driver to win
with the team. Raced
for Toro Rosso for 15
months, scoring a
total of 40 points.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

o FERNANDO ALONSO (2001)

The Spaniard didn’t score a point during
his year with Minardi in 2001, but his
stunning drives
caught the eye,
notably 17th on the
grid at Indianapolis
that was likened to
a pole, given the car.

MARK WEBBER (2002)
o It was all downhill after that famous fifth

place on his debut in Australia, but he did
enough in his first
season to prove
himself as a potential
star. It took him a few
years to win, but he
made good in the end.

Started just eight races for Minardi,
losing his seat to the monied Tarso
Marques and later
Giovanni Lavaggi.
Showed enough

to convince Eddie
Jordan that he was
the ideal young gun.

JARNO TRULLI (1997)
Marked himself out as a man to watch

during his six starts for Minardi, meaning
that when Prost driver
Olivier Panis broke
his legs, he was the
ideal replacement.
Led in Austria three
months later.

o GIANCARLO FISICHELLA (1996)

OALESSANDHIJ NANNINI (°86/7)

The coffee-loving Italian had raced in
F2 for Minardi and showed glimpses of
promise in F1. This was despite finishing races
only four times over
two years. Earned a
switch to Benetton
and, in 1989,

won the Japanese
Grand Prix.
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MADE FOR MONACO
ENGINEERED FOR THE M25

nngthe miles — the new diesel dCi 110 Stop & Start engine
nly 90g/km of BDE. And because it features Stop & Start

F 4
:"'

FOUR YEARS Win a weekend in Monaco,

visit renault.co.uk/monaco DRIVE THE CHANGE

RENAULT

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Mégane Coupé GT Line dCi 110 Stop & Start are: Urban 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 88.3 (3.2);
Combined 80.7 (3.5). The official CO, emission is 90g/km.

+"""" Vehicles are covered by a wamranty package for up to 48 months. The first 2 years are unlimited mileage, followed by a further 2 years up to 100,000 miles. Please see the warranty terms and conditions (renault.co.uk’warranty) for further details. Servicing offer

Covers cars for 4 years or 48,000 miles, whichever comes first. Senices n1|_|51 be carred out in ling with the manufacturer's minimum maintenance programmae reguiremants and servicing intervals, and can only be carried out at a Renault Approved outlet, Henault
Assistance Roadside Cover is provided in agsociation with the A4, Cover from month O to 36 includes assistance at the roadside and home, national recovery, anward fravel and European cover. Cover from month 37 to 48 includes Roadside and Homestart (including a local tow
o an authorised Renaull dealer). The provider of this cover is the Automaobile Association Limited, For Finance, guarantees and indemnities may be reguired. You must be al least 18 and a UK resident {excluding the Ishe of Man and Channgl Islands) to apphy. Finance provided by
RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 143, Watford WD17 1FJ. Available at participating dealers only. Mot available in conjunction with any other schemes or finance offers, please check with your local dealer for information. Offers are available to retail and business customers
(but exclude fleet customers with own terms), and are valid on new vehicles, at point of new vehicle reqistration, when ordered from 15t February 2012 until further natice. Visit renault.co.uk/dplus



11111111111

JLAT

fHOME

PICS: COATES/ ETHERINGTON

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

THIS WEEK IN F1
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I don’t think we should
have come here. It’s
not safe and wide
enough. If you lose it,
the walls are so close

and you will smash into
: the tyres. It’s not for
= e | Formula 1 and, if you
Vergne demonstrates in style lost the steering or the
Jean-Eric Vergne demoed the 2010 Red Bull RB6 at last weekend's World Series by Renault event at Motorland || IR R Y)W T R A e X0] 0] 0] ¢
Aragon. The Frenchman was spectacular, but had a brief off at the first corner in wet conditions on Saturday.
or whatever, then it

will be a big crash
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SILVERSTONE SEEKING :
I N V ESTO RS :nj'n- u laslffmltfed?ﬂ:taﬂgii Ei.:g?p:‘rle stock

Silverstone owner the market is close to coming to fruition according to
British Racing Drivers’ Club Peter Brabeck-Letmathe, a board member of Delta
is pushing to bring in new Topco, the company that holds the commercial
investors to fund its rights to F1. “We intend to float in Singapore
ambitious plans to expand soon,” the Austrian told Salzburger Nachrichten.
the track’s leisure and
business facilities. An
exclusive deal with a group
of Qatar-based investors is on the verge of coming to
an end, meaning that the way is open for new partners.

Vitaly Petrov questions
Mugello’s F1 test credentials

Tl R R R R R R R R OTEOROTF RO ENFEEREOEEERYERETREERORNCREEY YT

HﬁﬁgzﬁﬁﬁgE - _ Number of testing kilometres |
. completed by Nico Rosberg, Fl’s
Alguersuarl S F1 return | rvacosrer e comleted by erg,

could change its name

FEasessEEESEEsEERERESESREREREEREEREEEEFR R

most prolific tester in 2012, so far

' Spaniard Jaime Alguersuari J in the future. Team
made his Formula 1 principal Luis Perez
comeback on Monday Sala has admitted
driving Pirelli’s Renault that such a move is

R30 test hack at Jerez. The || under consideration,
22-year-old had not driven although no decision

an F1 car since last year's has been made.
Brazilian Grand Prix. “There is no plan at the moment but it’s true that we
are thinking about it,” 5ala told AUTOSPORT.

Rossi set for more outings

Caterham test driver Alexander Rossi is set for further
Friday outings with the team after his planned free
practice debut at Barcelona tomorrow (Friday).
“Caterham has _— B
been really good |
to me,” Rossi told
AUTOSPORT. “I should
get more outings later
in the year but there

* f has been no decision
—— * B on where they'll be.”

HORNER PROMISES
WEBBER TALKS

Red Bull will talk to Mark Webber about a new
contract for 2013 “later in the year” according to
team principal Christian Horner. In the week of
rumours linking Webber to Ferrari, a team that
has shown an interest in him in the past, Horner
said: “He is happy here and we are happy with
him. We will sit down and talk about the future.”
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Red Bull has been
dominantin Spain

Barcelona: the ultimate F1 aero test

More than any other track, the Circuit de Catalunyais all about downforce. Will it be Red Bull territory once again?

has a deserved reputation as

the most aero-dependent
track in a formula that is largely
dictated by aerodynamic
performance. Here the underlying
downforce levels of each car will be
ruthlessly laid bare. It’s not without
reason that, over the past two years,
Adrian Newey’s Red Bulls have
been, on average, a second faster
than the rest in qualifying.

[t’s unlikely, therefore, that

the pack will be quite as closely
matched as in the past two races.
However, what we will get is, finally,
a clear indication of which car might

B arcelona’s Circuit de Catalunya
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be the best overall. Track
temperatures in Spain are likely to
be slap bang in the middle of the
expected range, and history suggests
it should be a dry race. All of that
will add up to provide perhaps the
best indicator yet of which team is
destined to win the title. If Fernando
Alonso ends up finishing a lap down
again, it will be bad news for Ferrari.
That doesn’t mean it will be a
procession, though. While passing
isn’t easy in Barcelona — even
with the assistance of DRS — it is
possible, and with McLaren, Red
Bull and Lotus all in the mix,
expect some tense racing.

AND GARY

ANDERSON’ S

AUTOSPORT

SUPERGRID
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SPANISH GP PREVIEW

FACTS, STATS, TRACK GUIDE, TV LISTINGS AND MORE

Passing’stough
inCatalunya

Lotus's true pace
might be revealed
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F1 PREVIEW
PANISH GP "ﬁ?‘:‘*

Teams with
most wins

Ferrari?7

MICHAEL ’3MII(A ‘2
SCHUMACHER HAKKINEN | @ Z RAIKKONEN

Winning drivers

Nigel Mansell 2; Alain Prost 1; Damon Hill 1; Jacques Villeneuve 1; Fernando Alonso 1;
Felipe Massa 1; Jenson Button 1; Mark Webber 1. Sebastian Vettel 1

Races at Barcelona: 21

AVERAGE
NUMBER OF
FINISHERS
&

% Average winning margin:19.067s
Biggest: 51.988s (1995); smallest: 0.630s (2011)

N

Brawn, Benetton,

Renault1
Percentage of

winners who went

on to win the title: E‘P
90
<& ® f}t M —o—

y

_i

.—-___"'.

SPANISH GP TV AND RADIO LISTINGS FROMTHEFlPADDOCK

B FRIDAY MAY 11 I SATURDAY MAY 12 I SUNDAY NAY 13 GET THE LATEST

LIVE (BBC Red Button & LIVE (BBC Red Button & (BBCL) l,. i :Au DS c
Radio 5 Live 5X] Radin 5 Live SX) 1245-1445 Grand Prix LIVE

LIVE [Sky Sports FL)- (Sky Spurts P ONLINE COVERAGE AUTOSPORT.com will bring you up-to-the-second

L5 1430 Fren practice. 2 MMMM coverage of every race weekend from our team of reporters in the paddock.
LIVE CBBC Red Button & i i

Badio 5 Live KO Look out forimproved PLUS features and live commentary too.
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GARY ANDERS(IJN’S

SUPERGRID

AUTOSPORT technical correspondent Gary
Andersonis compiling an index, created by taking
eachdriver’s percentage deficit to the outright pace
over the season, using their best lap from each grand
prix weekend. This graphic shows each driver’s
average afterfourraces compared tothe theoretical
absolute pace, which is expressed as 100.

1007%

Rosberg 100.363

'aJ

Grosjean 100.569

Bahrain shook up the
midfield. Fernando Alonso
now leads that group, while
both Williams drivers have
slipped down the order.

N

Jenson Buttonand
the Red Bulls have
allmadeabigstep
closertothe pace
thanks totheir

speed in Bahrain.

Raikkonen 101.150

Michael Schumacher’s
Q1exitin Bahrain has
dropped him from
third to seventhina
tight lead battle.

FL ASHBACK

VETTEL KEEPS HAMILTON AT BAY
Sebastian Vettel fended off a late-race
charge from Lewis Hamilton to win the
2011 Spanish Grand Prix. The German
appeared to have the race under control,
but Hamilton came back into the fight for
victory when both were running the
harder compound tyre for the final stint.
Fernando Alonso starred to lead early on,
but eventually finished alap down.

:
POS DRIVER
1 Sebastian Vettel (Red Bulll
? Lewis Hamilton (McLaren)

3 Jenson Button (McLaren)

Alonso 101.235

& J‘.
.

Perez 101.321

i

Kobayashi 101.355

Massa 101.831
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F1PREVIEW |
SPANISH GP ™o

AND AS FOR THE REST

All four of the Supergrid’s
backmarkers have made
more smallinroadsinto
their deficitto the pace.
Timo Glock has extended
his lead in this group.

Glock 105.124

Pic 105.659

de 1a Rosa 106.842
Karthikeyan 107.418

Caterham hascrepta
little closer to the
midfield, meaning Vitaly
Petrov’s carappearsin
fullon our scale for the
firsttime this season.

Petrov 103.816

Vergne 102.366

104%

Kovalainen 103,315

TRACK GUIDE St el
;gﬁ”ﬁgﬁé5gﬁgg CIRCUIT LENGTH 2.89 MILES
: LAP RECORD 1:21.670 K RAIKKONEN (2008)
UK START TIME 1PM

SECTOR 1

TOP SPEED - 201MPH 8

BIG BRAKE
TURN 1, 201MPH-86MPH
94 METRES, 1.6S 5.5G

.

DRS DETECTION
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F1 PREVIEW
SPANISH GP

STRAIGHT TALK
. DAVID COULTHARD
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13—time GP winner and 2001 world title runner-up

‘Fake Racing’ that’s brought
about by unpredictable
tyre wear? Not according
to DC, who reckons four
winners from four races

is great for the sport. And
that randomness may just
continue in Barcelona...

PICS: FERRARQ/LAT

ake racing. ['ve heard that
F term banded around recently

to describe what’s going on
in Formula 1 as a result of Pirelli
bringing along tyres that are
super-sensitive to temperatures
and drop off dramatically. I don’t
see it that way myself.

Look back to what many people
consider the golden era of F1 in the
198085, Was it fake racing when one
guy used his turbo to make a move
on a rival? Of course not, it was
part of the game back then. And
what we have now is something
similar; managing tyres was then,
and still is, a skill that separates
the good from the great in any era.
Not only is it not fake, but it’s
adding excitement for the fans.

In my day you pushed until the
final stops and then weaved like
a bastard for the last 20 laps to
make sure you won, but now we
genuinely don’t know if the leader
after the last stops is going to win
the race. That’s brilliant for anyone
watching, surely?

We’ve had four winners in four

DCagreesthat Mugello
isnot suitable for F1

races, with the most dominant of
those — Nico Rosherg’s Chinese
grand prix victory — coming
from arguably only the third-best
package in a race situation. How
can that be bad for F1? How can
that be ‘fake’?

MUGELLO TESTING

Probably the biggest ‘news story’
to come out of Mugello was Vitaly
Petrov saying that the track was
too dangerous for Formula 1 cars.
It was a brave thing to say and I
agree with him.

The big problem is that there’s
no real braking to be done around
the track, and the corners are such
that you carry bags of speed in and
only really slow down when you
really load up the car. It’s not like
regular F1 tracks where vou're
braking and then turning in, or
just taking a corner flat. You have
to comimit to the corners early
and vou’ll either be too fast or
too slow. If it’s the former, then
yvou're for it, because there’s no
time to correct.

Of course, McLaren went there
without Jenson or Lewis, which
was probably down to neither of
them wanting to do the test. I can
understand that because when
Mika Hakkinen and I were at
McLaren, if neither of us wanted
to do a test, we didn’t.

I did a lot of testing in my career
and sometimes there was little to
be gained. What'’s fascinating is
that somewhere like Silverstone,
where I was never great, there was
far more to learn from having
someone that could get 100 per
cent out of the car so as to
compare upgrades, whereas if I
was in there and only getting 95
per cent out of it, you could end
up with flawed data and go the
wrong way with an upgrade.

In this era of limited testing,
verifying vour simulator is
incredibly important so using
the regular simulator drivers
makes complete sense.

WATCH OUT FOR VETTEL

So Sebastian Vettel finally got his
first win of the year in Bahrain,
and didn’t it just expose the fickle
nature of Formula 1? He’d been
written off by sections of the press
just because he hadn’t won for
four races. Four races...

Look at the first few races of the
year and you could see that he had
the underlying race pace — apart
from in China maybe — but that
he and Red Bull just failed to bring
it all together in the way they
managed so frequently last year.
They’re right in the fight and they
always have been.

Back to round five: Red Bull?
McLaren? Mercedes? Ferrari?
Lotus? Place your bets! #

Four winners infour races.

How can thatbebad for F1?
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MARK HUGHES
GRAND PRIX EDITOR
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Lewis Hamilton has yet to
win a race this year, yet
he's racking up the points,
seemingly reiningin that
fearsome attacking instinct.
Could this be how he
planstosecure a second

world championship?

READ MARK HUGHES® FRIDAY GP FORM GUIDE ON

AUTOSPORT.com T3

PIC: TEE/LAT

he first four races have been
T such a blur of jumbled-up
competitive order that
it’s easy to have overlooked one
thumping bassline-like model
of consistency: Lewis Hamilton.
He’s yet to win a race this year
or even look like doing so, hasn’t
vet displayed any of the high-
octane mix of adrenaline and
ambush that have thrilled fans
over his previous five F1 seasons
— but what do yvou know, he’s lying
second in the championship, just
four points adrift of the lead. Are
we seeing a game plan unfold here?
Three low-key third places
and an eighth thanks to the
problematic wheelnuts in Bahrain
are all he has. But there’s been no
hint of error. Has he taken stock of
his wildly fluctuating 2011 season?

Does the new-for-2012
Lewis have a game plan?

Has the on-going success
juggernaut of Sebastian Vettel —
taking all those records Lewis
believes should be his — brought
a renewed focus? Have Jenson
Button’s performances over that
same two-year period shown
Hamilton the way he should
apply that focus?

“I"d maybe like you to think
there’s a game plan,” he smiled
when I asked in Bahrain. “But
whether there is or not...”

A non-committal answer, but
then it’s probably not something
yvou’d want to advertise or be

held to, especially in the headline-
dominant mainstream media
environment of today.

But there’s a plausibility to
the theory that’s only deepened
when the endurance driving
techniques required by the Pirellis
are factored in. The game has
long been about the most efficient
trade-off between pace and tyre
management, but the advent of
the Pirelli control tyre has ensured
that the balancing point of that
trade-off has shifted more towards
tyre usage than outright race pace.

Every driver on the grid can
comfortably drive at the pace
required in the early laps, when the
fuel load is high and the tyres are
at their most vulnerable and need
to be nursed. The pace quickens
as the drivers can more nearly
lap closer to the limits as the fuel
load comes down and the rubber
is less stressed, but the approach
still leaves much of Hamilton’s
natural arsenal not accessible,
surplus to requirements other
than in qualifying.

Last vear he often appeared
to rage against that limitation.

So far this year, he’s kept a
remarkable equanimity even when
circumstances have conspired to
limit his opportunity to display his
huge talent. That the speed is still
all there has been quite evident

in qualifying where he’s been
supreme. He took two poles in the
opening two races — each secured
after just one run — then split the

dominant Mercs in Malaysia
(though that was disguised by a
five-place gearbox penalty) and

a front-row place in Bahrain, just
0.1s off pole in a McLaren that
was a long way from its best.

The drama of himm wringing the
McLaren’s neck on a Saturday
afternoon has been as thrilling
and intense as ever and the fire
is still clearly burning very bright
— something underlined on Friday
morning in Bahrain when he was
reportedly like a caged animal after
his car developed a problem that
kept him in the pits for the start
of first practice. But it’s as if he’s
now controlling and directing that
fire, in much the same way that
the similarly intense Fernando
Alonso has long been able to do.

There will be days when Lewis’s
heady combination of pace and
attack will be absolutely what’s
required and he can then let
himself off the leash. But to keep
the animal restrained in those
other circumstances that may
comprise much of the season is
going to be a very big challenge.

It will be going against the natural
wildcat grain of his personality,
whereas Button, for example, can
coolly take it in his stride. To
maintain that focus and approach
over the grind of a long season

is going to be incredibly difficult
for Hamilton — if indeed it is a
deliberate strategy.

Four races is not really an
adequate statistical sample to judge
whether there really is something
different about Lewis this year.

But it’s a start, and when the time
comes to add all the numbers up at
the end of the year, it may turn out
to be one of the most significant
facets of the season.®

The fire burns bright, but it's

s if Lewis is now controlling it
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When anti-stall kicked in, "
startline chaos unfolded

Reliability issues ‘under control’

Renault 3.5 bosses say teething problems with new single-seater won’t be repeated. By GLENN FREEMAN

eading figures from the
Formula Renault 3.5 series

believe they can iron out the

small technical issues encountered by
teams during the first race weekend
for the new Dallara T2 racer at
Aragon last weekend.

The championship’s new car
had a relatively trouble-free
debut weekend, where it lapped
comfortably about three seconds

quicker than its predecessor.

Renault Sport was able to iron out
most of the reliability issues with the
car during pre-season testing, but
there were still a few glitches that
became apparent in race conditions
at the season opener.

STARTLINE CHAOS
The first race start of the season was
marred by several cars struggling or
failing to get away when the red lights
went out, leading to a crash on the
startline and more collisions at the
first corner as the field bunched up.
Drivers complained that the car’s
anti-stall system is too sensitive,

24 autosport.com May 10 2012

but Renault Sport Technologies
circuit technical manager Benoit
Dupont told AUTOSPORT that
the teams just have to get used
to the new system.

“There was much more grip on the
grid because of the [Formula Renault]
two-litre race that took place just
before,” said Dupont. “I think this
surprised most of the teams, so
they didn’t get wheelspin.”

Championship-winning team
(Carlin was one of the few to spend a
lot of time mastering its getaways
before this weekend, but driver
Kevin Magnussen is still cautious
about race starts.

“Everyone is going to have a bad
one at some point,” said the Danish
ex-Formula 3 ace. “It’s too close to
the edge with the anti-stall for you
to get it right every time.”

ENGINE TWEAK COMING

A few cars suffered misfires over the
weekend, including Jules Bianchi’s
Tech 1 Racing machine when he was
challenging for the lead at the end

Dupont: more updates
to come for next round

of race one. Renault put this down to
a spark problem caused by the engine
coil. This had surfaced in testing,
but further updates are coming to
prevent it happening again.

“We have already updated the
coil once,” said Dupont. “We
thought we had this one covered,
but we will make another
evolution for the next race.”

DRS: WORK IN PROGRESS

The championship’s rear-wing Drag
Reduction System made a low-key
debut, mainly due to the fact that

a lot of cars were running lower
downforce levels than will be the case
at most tracks. That reduced the
effect of the DRS, but Renault noted
that cars running higher wing levels
were getting the expected gains of
around 0.8 seconds per lap.

Race winner Robin Frijns, who
leads the championship, had charged
through the field to fourth in race one
after a poor start. But despite pulling
off several passes on track he was
unsure if his progress had been
due to the DRS.

Renault limited the use of the
DRS to a total of 15 minutes in
each 45-minute race, which most
drivers felt was too generous.




Grosjean backs Monaco changes

REIGNING GP2 CHAMPION
Romain Grosjean has backed a
decision by the series to split the
field into two groups for Monaco
qualifying to reduce the amount
of cars on the track.

Grosjean was a victim of a chaotic
26-car qualifying session for the
Monaco Grand Prix support race last
year. The Frenchman, who went
on to win the championship and
graduate to Formula 1, had to start
the feature race from the back of
the grid after crashing into DAMS
team-mate Pal Varhaug as a quevue
of cars backed up towards the end of
the [ap to find some clear space.

That, and several other incidents,
sparked controversy in the paddock.

Many in the field argued with
officials in a heated drivers’ briefing
after those who crashed into the
back of cars that were deliberately
slowing down were deemed to be at
fault (including Grosjean).

The solution for the May 25-27

FORMULA RENAULT 3.5

event means that only 13 cars will
be qualifying at any one time.
“Last year | wished we had the
split qualifying,” Grosjean told
AUTOSPORT. “It’s the worst case if

you are the fastest but you start P26.

It's easier to split into two groups.

“What happened last year was not
very fair; Casino and Rascasse were

blocked every lap. It was more of a

Bianchi unlikely to
win Aragon appeal

TECH1RACING'S APPEAL
against Jules Bianchi’s
exclusion from second place
inthe Formula Renault 3.5
season openerat Aragon is
unlikely to be successful.
Bianchiwas excluded after
post-race scrutineering
revealed that Tech 1 had used
elasticised washersinits
differential stack, when
the rules only permit what
Renault Sport Technologies
described as ‘plain’ materials.
The team had until shortly
after AUTOSPORT closed for
presstoformally lodge its
appeal. It stated its intention
to do so over the weekend,

claimingthat it hasrun cars like
this for the past three years.

RST circuit technical
manager Benoit Dupont told
AUTOSPORT: “The teams are
allowed to use washersto
make the diff stack the correct
height. The kind Tech 1 was
using offers the benefit of
acting like aspring, which
canreduce wear. Everytime
we have checked for thison
their cars before we have
not found anything.

“Idoubt they were trying
tocheat to gain an advantage,
but this materialis not
permitted sothey have
tobeexcluded.”

Bianchiwas
thrown out

Monaco gualifying
was crowded last year

lottery than any other session.”

Grosjean accepts that the split
session means gualifying is not a
totally level playing field, as each
session decides one side (odd ar
even positions) of the grid.

“Tt will never be 100 per cent
fair,” he said. “But it's a good
solution, and it should mean less
time in the stewards’ office.”

INDYCAR

Indy 500 set to
hit 33-car grid

INDYCAR IS ON TARGET TO HIT ITS
traditional 33-car field for this month's
Indianapolis 500, despite Michael
Shank Racing having to release driver
Jay Howard from his deal last week.

Shank announced that he was freeing
Howard to find another drive due to his
struggle to secure an engine deal. That
would have left the number of Indy-only
entries at six, which combined with the
26-strong full-time grid would have left
the grid short of the 33-car count.

But AUTOSPORT understands that at
least one additional entry, most likely a
Lotus-powered car to be run under the Fan
Force United banner for Jean Alesi, will be
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AUTOSPORT SAYS...

GLENN FREEMAN
NEWS EDITOR

glenn.freeman

@haymarket.com

B ased on some of the talk coming out of
pre-season testing in Formula Renault
3.5, it was easy to head to the season opener
at Aragon last weekend expecting to see

the majority of the field breaking down
every time the cars went out on track.

There were drivers in the paddock last
Friday night admitting that they had vet to
complete a race distance in the new-for-2012
racer. Some still haven’t, but that owed
more to first-corner pile-ups in both
races than outrageous unreliability.

Race starts were clearly a concern, hence
Renault’s decision to run a dummy start
procedure at the final pre-season test. But
that took place on a green track and, in the
heat of the moment on Saturday, with trails

of support-race
rubber already
laid down, a
frightening
number of cars
struggled or
failed to get away.
Despite those
few seconds that
made everyone
wince, Renault
chiefs held their

heads high, convinced that teams just hadn’t
adapted to the conditions. It was brave to
declare that race two would be much cleaner,
rather than consider the soft option of a
rolling start, but they were right. With that
in mind, we have to take their word for it
when it comes to solving the other minor
issues that appeared last weekend.

The jury is still out on DRS, but
overall Renault’s flagship series looks
in pretty excellent shape.

The racing was
closeinFR3.5

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Renault can
do what
they like,
it’s their

car. I just
get in and
drive it”

announced. Series boss Randy Bernard
would not reveal details, but said that he
had no doubt that IndyCar’s blue-riband
event would be fully subscribed.”] am

very confident that we will have 33 cars,”
he told AUTOSPORT. “I'm an optimist.”

Formula Renault 3.5 points
leader Robin Frijns is not
fussed about the series
tweaking its car package

PICS: ROZENDAAL, FLELIRBAALL LEVITT/LAT, STALEY/GP2, RENALILT-SPORT
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SINS UNHURT
IN SPA SHUNT

Status GP withdrew 1ts LMP2 Lola-Judd from
the Spa 6 Hours after Alexander Sims crashed

heavily at Eau Rouge during Friday practice.

The Briton was unhurt in the 6g impact.

Ekstrom:

Audi ‘must close gap’

Audi’s leading light says the manufacturer has fallen too far behind Mercedes and BMW and must act now

attias Ekstrom has admitted
Mthat Audi has a lot of work to
do to close the gap to rival
DTM manufacturers Mercedes
and BMW following the opening
two races of the season.
The two-time series champion

finished fifth at Lausitz last weekend,

21 seconds behind Bruno Spengler’s
winning BMW, and was 19s adrift of
Gary Patfett’s victorious Mercedes at

the Hockenheim season-opener.

Despite lying fourth in the
championship, courtesy of his
Hockenheim podium finish, the
Swede — who is Audi’s highest-
placed driver in the points — does
not believe he can battle for the title
unless improvements are made to
his As machine quickly.

“I'm not the best racing driver
i the world, but I know what

Ekstrom battled for P5
with Scheider at Lausitz

equipment [ need to use my skills to
the maximum, and at the moment
it’s not happening,” Ekstrom told
AUTOSPORT. “I know I can do better
when the car does what I want, and
at the moment it doesn’t.

“T see [HWA Mercedes driver]
Jamie Green doing lap times on
22-lap-old tyres that are faster than I
can do on new tyres, and that’s very
frustrating. Yes, we are complaining
on a very high level, and if you look
at the average performance of the
three manufacturers, it looks pretty
close, but this championship is so
tight, that you look pretty stupid
when you are not good.”

Ekstrom said that the deficit to
the Mercedes C-coupe experienced
at the first two races was an artificial
margin, and that the gap could have
been even bigger if the race
circumstances had allowed.

“We were 21 seconds behind here
and 19 behind at Hockenheim,” he
added. “But Gary told me he lifted
by half a second a lap for 10 laps at
Hockenheim, so that would have
been 25 seconds. And here if he

hadn’t had tratfic [in the form of
Spengler’'s BMW], then it would
have been the same, but I think
because I started eighth here, instead
of on pole, and lost some more time
on the first lap [4.5s to the leader],
the gap was actually a little closer.
The feeling was better, like we’d
done more things right, but it’s still
much too big a gap.”

He even dismmissed his
Hockenheim pole position, which
was achieved after his three Q4 rivals
all made mistakes on their single
flying laps, as unrepresentative of the
Audi’s performance.

“It was not a true reflection. It was
because I didn’t make a mistake, and
the other guys did. When [ really
pushed for more performance in
the race, I made mistalkes.

“What is wrong is not just one
thing,” Ekstrom added. “It’s many
different things. If it were something
we could solve quickly, then we
would have solved it already.”

©) P48 DTH LAUSITZ REPORT
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LE MANS

Stoneman
targetting
Le Mans

DEAN STONEMANISINTHE FRAMEFORA
Le Mans 24 Hours drive with the Murphy
Prototypes LMP2 squad.

The 21-year-old Briton, who is
beginning his comeback from successful
cancer treatment last year, tested
Murphy’s RLR Motorsport-run ORECA-
Nissan 03 at Snetterton at the end of
April. His chances of racing the car now
hinge on financial considerations.

The 2010 Formula 2 champion, said:
“They contacted me because they
wanted another quick driverin the car.
The test went well, but right now it’s all
down to the sponsors. [t might happen,
it might not.”

RLR boss Nick Reynolds said: “Dean
went very well. He's a young pro who just
jumped in and was quick straight away.”

Stoneman said that he wanted torace

LE MANS

Pescarolo ran
Dome at Spa

INDYCAR

DRR and Panther to complete 2012 together

DREYER & REINBOLD RACING WILL
run Chevrolet powerplants for the
remainder of the year after entering a
strategic partnership with Panther
Racing and taking overtheteam’s
second engine lease,

The announcement means that Oriol

Servia, who was powered by Lotus until

DRRended its supply deal with the
engine builderin April, willbe ateam-
mate to Panther’s R Hildebrand from
the Indianapolis 500 onwards.

DRR’s IndyCarrace operation will

as many different types of car as possible
this year before trying to resume his
single-seater careerin 2013.
Anothersingle-seater racer made his
sportscar debut inthe Murphy car at the
Spa-Francorchamps FIA World
Endurance Championship round last
weekend. GP2 driver Brendon Hartley
completed adeal with the team the day
before practice todrive its ORECA with

SPORTSCARLEGEND HENRI
Pescarolo has vowed that his new LMP1
prototype will race at the Le Mans 24
Hours despite a shortfallin funding.

The French team owner, whowaon the
event four times as adriver between
1972-84 has revealed at present he only
has the finance to complete the build of
the new Judd-powered Pescarolo 03. But
he believes he can now find the money to
field it inthe classiceventon June 16-17.

Pescarolo, whose teamran a Dome
5102.5at the Spa-Francorchamps FIA
World Endurance Championship round

be run frominside Panther’s premises in
Indianapolis as aresult.

“We wanted to compete as a two-car
team for many years, but the right

swiss Waltches

Stoneman’s deal
‘ hinges on money

Warren Hughes and Jody Firth.

The Kiwiis alsointhe frame for a seat

at Le Mans, along with Barry Gates and
Rob Garofall. They drove the RLR
MG-Lola EX265inthe Le Mans Series
last year and tested the Murphy ORECA
along with Hartley.

©) P44 WEC SPA REPORT

Pescarolo defiant on Le Mans participation

last weekend, said: "We have the money
to complete the caranditshouldbeonits
wheelsthis week, but torace it at Le Mans,
we still have tofind a solution.

“Iwanttobe at Le Mans with that car,
becauselam sureitwill be very good. Twill
doeverythingtobethereandlamsaying
that Iwill definitely be there.”

Pescarolo blamed the breakdown of a
partnershipwiththe Luxury Racing Ferrari
team, which was providing a significant
percentage of his budget, for his financial
problems. He said that the matter was now
with his lawyers.

opportunity never came along,” said
Panther CEO John Barnes.

Servia added: “This is the best of
both worlds. I already had a greatteam
at DRR and now I get to become part of
another. John andI have often sat down
andtried tosort out a deal before.”™
® Townsend Bell has agreed a deal
toraceasecond Sam Schmidt
Motorsports car atthe Indianapolis
500.Bell, 37, has started the race five
times and took a best result of fourth
with KV Racing Technology in 2009.

NEWS
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IN BRIEF

BARRICHELLO’S OVAL DEBUT

Rubens Barrichello made his oval test
debut at Texas Motor Speedway on
Monday. The KV Racing driver was 11th
fastest in the open IndyCar test. Scott
Dixon set the pace at a speed 3mph slower
than last year's pole-position time,

DUD RETURN TO AUTO GP

Sten Pentus and Adderly Fong returned to
AutoGP at the Hungaroring last weekend.
Pentus replaced Giacomo Ricci at Zele
Racing while Fong took Yann Cunha's drive
at Ombra. The Brazilian was on Formula
Renault 3.5 duty at Aragon.

WSR TO CONTINUE AT ARAGON

World Series by Renault has signed an
extension to its deal to race at Aragon. The
new agreement, one of the few in the
series that is for more than one year, will
run from 2013-2015 and encompass all
WSR championships, including Formula
Renault 3.5.

HOWSON BACK TO JAPAN

British driver Matt Howson will return

to Japanese F3 at Motegi this weekend.
Howson has rejoined the KCMG team with
which he made five starts last year and
plans to contest the rest of the season in
a National Class Dallara-Toyota.

DTM NOT USING OVAL TURN

The DTM has dismissed speculation that
next year's Lausitz race could bypass the
twisty first section and instead use Turn 1
from the oval. Hans Werner Aufrecht,
chairman of series organiser ITR, said
the rumours were “complete bullshit”.

NEW LADA MAKES WTCC DEBUT

James Thompson posted two retirements
as Lada's new Granta Sport made its World
Touring Car debut at the Hungaroring.,
Meanwhile Proteam BMW driver [saac
Tutumlu quit the series ahead of the round
in favour of a return to the Porsche
Supercup at Barcelona this weekend.

I. CHILTOMN

May 10 2012 autosport.com 27



'@ \Y Y/ = \
DEVELOPMENTS

Owen Developments is proud to be the control supplier of ‘spec’ turbochargers to the
prestigious British Touring Car Championship and the FIA Formula 2 series.

In 2010 Owen Developments was selected by TOCA to develop a low-cost, performance
optimised control turbocharger for the Next Generation Touring Car in the UK’s most
popular and prestigious racing series - the BTCC. Congratulations to all of our partner ¢
BTCC teams rising to the challenge of pioneering the new, highly competitive British _
Touring Car Championship turbocharger era. Now in our second year of supplying J“i /
control turbochargers to the prestigious FIA Formula 2 championship, Owen
Developments works closely with key technical partners to deliver outstanding reliability,
consistency and performance.

Owen Development’s expertise has also been called upon by the UK MINI Challenge and
we are delighted to act as official turbo supplier to this highly successful one make
series.

Established in 1980, Owen Developments Ltd is the leading specialist in motorsport
turbochargers, with in-house expertise covering every aspect of forced induction
from initial consultancy, specification, design and production to ongoing technical
support.  Supplying motorsport competitors from clubman to international level,
across race, rally and rallycross disciplines, Owen Development’s name is synonymous
with motorsport turbocharger excellence across a wide range of applications.

Owen Developments benefits from its technical and commercial partnerships with the
following turbocharger suppliers:-

TiAL wrsums [

Parformance Turbchargars - - g t
 SPOBRT | Motorsport Turbochargers

Please contact the technical team to discover how Owen Developments can help you
exceed your turbocharger performance goals.

A separate division of Owen Developments leverages our turbocharger h > . o
expertise into a highly successful motorsport electronics consultancy, : ';"’. B e 4 . 1
covering the selection, install, mapping and ongoing support of o Ee = . -,

electronic control units (ECU’s.) With access to advanced facilities
including a state of the art four wheel drive chassis dynomometer,
full machine shop and experienced staff with a proven track record of
motorsport success across multiple disciplines, Owen Developments
recommends the use of MoTec or Life Racing engine management
systems and associated products.

Contact us now to discover how we can assist you. Whatever
your electronics needs, Owen Developments is in the business of
providing winning solutions.
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+44 (0) 1865 821062 +44 (0) 1865 821076
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New Toyota was at
Spa for photoshoot

Old-spec

Crash won’t hamper Toyota

Japanese manufacturer returns to testing this week with revised TS030

development miles it lost as
a result of the accident that
wrote off its first TSo3z0 HYBRID
in time for the Le Mans 24 Hours.
The Toyota Motorsport GmbH
squad in Cologne, which is
masterminding the Japanese
manufacturer’s return to the French
endurance classic, has rescheduled
two endurance simulations prior
to the Test Day on June 3. It will
undertake long-distance runs at
Aragon this week and Paul Ricard
at the end of the month.
TMG technical director Pascal
Vasselon said on a visit to last
weekend’s Spa Six Hours, which

T ovyota believes it can regain the

Toyota had been due to contest
before the accident: “We will
recover the two test sessions lost,
but what we will not recover is the
opportunity to race here.

“What we are planning to do at
Aragon is a race simulation without
stopping. We will operate the car as
we would in a race”

Toyota revealed its definitive
2012 aero package when the TSo30
was taken to Spa for a pre-Le Mans
promotional photoshoot with the
Audi R18 e-tron quattro. The
photos reveal the more aggressive
aerodynamics about which Vasselon
had previously spoken.

“We began with a generic LMP

MIS Motorsport

ON TRACK ON EVENT MOTOR TRADE
PERSONAL ACCIDENT COMMERCIAL  LIABILITYS

mismotorsport

01943 884 555

aero package to get started,” he said.
“We have gone away from a classic
LMP splitter and now use the
splitter like a wing.”

The Toyota driver line-up will
undergo a change ahead of Le Mans.
Hiroaki Ishiura, who was to have
shared the second TSo30 with
Anthony Davidson and Sebastien
Buemi, has withdrawn from the
race because of a back complaint.

Toyota has blamed the high
g-forces generated by an LMPa
car for the withdrawal of Ishiura,
who won last Friday’s Super GT
event at Fuji. TMG is evaluating
potential replacements for the
Japanese driver.

NEWS
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Rudholm set
Karlskoga pace

RUDHOLM TOPS SWEDISH TEST
Robin Rudholm headed last week's official
TTA test at Karlsokoga in his Flash
Engineering Saab. West Coast BMW driver
Fredrik Larsson set the pace as testing
took place at Anderstorp the next day.

BERGMEISTER’S SERIOUS CRASH
Tim Bergmeister remained in intensive
care in Japan as AUTOSPORT closed for
press after a major accident in Fuji's Super
GT race last Friday. The German suffered
six broken ribs, a punctured lung and

a fractured lower vertebra when his
Porsche crashed on the main straight.

LIUZZI’S FAILED SPA DRIVE

Vitantonio Liuzzi's hopes of a drive with
the Lotus LMP2 team at last weekend'’s
Spa 6 Hours ended when Luca Moro was
declared ft ahead of the race. He is in the
frame to drive its second Lola-judd at

Le Mans if it moves from the reserve list.

HYDROGEN CAR TO MISS TEST

The GreenGT experimental prototype
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell will

not take part in the Le Mans Test Day as
originally planned. It will be demonstrated
on the full circuit during the lunch hour,

GRIFFIN GETS LE MANS DRIVE
Irish Ferrari racer Matt Griffin will make
his Le Mans 24 Hours debut next month.
He will drive the AF Corse Ferrari 458
[talia he shares with Piergiuseppe
Perazzini in the European Le Mans Series.

T

% Griffin gets Le Mans drive

MOTORSPFPORT
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mDual-spec cars for Tour de Corse

Turbocharged and S2000 machines to go head-to-head in Island classic for the first time. By DAVID EVANS

his week’s Tour de Corse
Twill be a defining event in
the future of the

Intercontinental Rally Challenge
as two specifications of rally car
go head-to-head in the series for
the first time.

Since its inception in 2006,
the title has always been won by a
conventional Super 2000 car — but
1600cc turbocharged machinery

from Mini and Ford will be ranged
against Skoda’s Fabia S2000 and
the Peugeot 207 S2000 on the
French island this week.
Increasingly, turbocharged
S2000 cars — known as Regional
Rally Cars — are more in vogue as
manufacturers turn their backs on

bespoke naturally aspirated motors.

RRCs can be converted into
World Rally Cars by switching to a
bigger air intake restrictor (3omm
for RRC, 33mm for WRC), new
engine map and bigger rear wing.

Norwegian driver Mads Ostberg
has demonstrated the versatility
of the new rules, running one of
his Fiestas in RRC-spec one week
and WRC-spec the next.

Peugeot has already announced
its four-wheel-drive 208 will run

in turbocharged form, leaving
Skoda as the sole champion of
the non-turbo formula.

This week’s event will offer
the best indication yvet of where
the future lies for IRC.

Dani Sordo will drive a Mini
while Giandomenico Basso uses
the same Fiesta RRC with which
he won last month’s Mille Miglia
round of the Italian series.

Defending IRC champion
Andreas Mikkelsen admits he is
looking forward to the event that

stars from Ajaccio today (Thursday).
“It’s going to be a very interesting

event,” said Mikkelsen. “There will
be a lot of good guys out there,

but it’s going to be nice to see

Dani [Sordo] in the Mini and
[Giandomenico] Basso in the Fiesta

and to see how they go.”

Prodrive has built the car Sordo
will drive and technical director of
the Banbury firm David Lapworth
says he expects a lot from it. “The
car is better than I could have
hoped,” said Lapworth, who shook
down Sordo’s car last week. “The
30mm restrictor does mean the
Mini’s peak power is down on the
unrestricted two-litre cars, but with
the turbo it’s far more driveable.”

Basso admitted that, while his
Italian-series win did come against
Paulo Andreucci’s Peugeot 207
52000, it didn’t prove which
Sz2000-spec car will be quicker.

“I am very experienced on that
event,” said Basso. “We’ll have to
wait [for Corsical to see for a
representative comparison.”

Solberg: McCormack must shine in Corsica

PETTERSOLBERGSAYSHEWANTSTO
see British driver Marty McCormack,
whomakes hisdebut withthe Norwegian's
team on this week’s Tour de Corse, making
the most of his biggest opportunity yet.
The 26-year-old McCormack has
stepped in for Patrik Sandell, who was
duetodrivethe PSEngineering Ford Fiesta
52000 before breaking his collarbonein
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the lead up totherally. McCormack has
never drivenaSuper 2000 car before.

Solbergsaid: “The main thing for him
isto make the finish, but we wantto see
hisspeed improving through therally.
[twould be nice to see him sixth or
seventh at the finish.”

Solbergwonthe Tour de Corse himself
in2003 and knows what atough event it

canbe - hecrashed at shakedown before
the start of the rally.

“The best conditions for Marty will be
either fullwet or full dry - consistent

conditionsis the main thing,” said Solberg.

“It's really exciting. Of course, it's sad
for Patrik, but sometimes talent comes
along quite unexpectedly. Let's see what
happens ontherally.”

Solbergisbacking McCormack
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[ WRC |

Team chiefs
in dispute
over dates

CITROEN WRC TEAM PRINCIPAL
Yves Matton insists the French firm
won't put upwith abudget hike to
competein 2013, as the FIA and
leading teams disagree over the
number of events.

The calendar was set forits first
airinginthe WRC Commission in
Parisyesterday (Wednesday) before

an vou imagine the WRC without the
Acropolis Rally? No, me neither. I find it
equally hard to stomach a schedule without
New Zealand; the arguments against Auckland
might be stronger, but on a personal level the
land of the long white cloud is an absolute
favourite for me.

I remember writing the same sad storv 10
years ago and four vears ago when the WRC
lost the Safari Rally and the Tour de Corse.

New Zealand
faces 2013 cull

to be chasinga repeat of this year’s Asoutlined by AUTOSPORT last

being discussed inamanufacturers’
meeting today. Matton and his
opposite number at Ford, Malcolm
Wilson, both have grave concerns
over the budget required for next
year's championship.
Oneoftheareas where the FIA
and the manufacturers are likely to

13 rounds, while the manufacturers
would prefer one round fewer.

Matton said: “We havetostayon
thesame level of the budget. [ accept
that ifthey [the FIA] wants to have four
rallies which are outside of Europe
then thatis OK, but it means we can
only have eight rallies inside Europe.

week, the Acropolis Rally and Rally
Mew Zealand are likely to be the
biggest losers inthe calendar
discussions, with Brazil and South
Africatipped to be incoming rounds.
Sourcesin Brazilreport a positive
meeting between WRC manager
Michele Mouton and the promoter

The Acropolis, Safari and Corsica were all
founding WRC rounds in 1973 and the very
foundations of our great series. And you don’t
need an engineering degree to know what
happens when vou whip out the foundations
from beneath the building...

Corsica continues, and this week’s IRC
round is evidence of the fact that there is

clashisinthe numberof rounds on
the calendar, with the FIA reckoned

ANBRIEF

Ostberg wonin Fiesta RRC

[t is not possible to have nine - the
budget willnot work.”

of anevent running from Sao Paulo
to Riode Janeiro.

life after the WRC. The organisers have put
together a classic route — the kind of race
around the island that made this event great.
It’s just a shame the WRC will be missing out.
We can’t let that happen to the Acropolis.
Granted, there is a moral question involved
with the arrival of multi-million-pound
budgets in a country that’s in the red to the
tune of £300 billion-plus, but surely running
a WRC round will help rather than hinder.
With no Kenva and no Calvi on the
calendar, the long-term loss of the Acropolis
would further
undermine the WRC
and its historical
relevance. The potential

Sarrazin will drive Peugeot 208

reigning IRC Production Cup
champion Toshi Arai in the Tommi
Makinen Racing team. Nikara
completed a two-day test in his
Impreza R4 in France last week.

TARGA IN FOR MECSEK

The Targa Florio Rally will replace
the Mecsek Rallye an this year’s
IRC schedule after the Hungarian

Acropolis is historic fixture

{ IRC
Peugeot 208

OSTBERG WINS AT HOME event allegedly ran out of cash. The riches of the BRIC

Mads Ostberg switched from the Sicilian asphalt event, which takes " economies may be vital

WRC to the Norwegian Rally its name from one of the most f IRC g to a sustainable WRC,

Championship last weekend, famous road races in the world, or alrln but is it worth 4
winning the Mandal-based Rally runs from June 14-16 and marks sustaining something el

& [
the IRC's first time on the Italian In corSIca with no provenance.

island of Sicily. |
PEUGEOT’SLATEST RALLY CARWILL
NEUVILLE CRASHES KART break cover at this week’s Tour de Corse,
Thierry Neuvilles run of accidents with Stephane Sarrazin driving the 208
continued on Saturday, when the R2 as course caronthe Frenchisland.

Sarland in his Ford Fiesta RRC.

TOYOTA BOSS TESTS GT 86
President and CEQ of Toyota Motor

Corpaoration Akio Toyoda has driven
the |apanese firm’s latest rally car.

| Event:

The 56-year-old requested the Belgian rolled a kart at an event in The caris stillunder developmentin Brimd: Iﬁg de Corse
opportunity to test the Toyota GT 86  the centre of Brussels. Neuville Paris and will contest Rally Northern Baéed Ajaccio-Calvi-Bastia
- arear-wheel-drive car built in was driving a gravity-powered Ireland in August as part ofthe Date: May 10-12
conjunction with Subaru for the Red Bull kart when he suffered a programme. The car will be available Stages: 14
All Japan Rally Championship - right-front suspension failure forsale in November. Mileage: 197
last month. The test took place at and the wheel fell off. The 208 is the first of tworally cars Surface: Asphalt
Toyota’s private test track in Japan. to come from Peugeot Sport’s Paris Last year’s

BOUFFIER BACK FOR TdC factory, with an R5 version expectedin winner: Thierry Neuville
PADDON FOR ESCORT RUN Last year's Monte Carlo Rally September. The R2is a 1.6-litre naturally Championship
Reigning Production Car World Rally  winner Bryan Bouffier will tackle aspirated, front-wheel-drive car, while leader: Andreas Mikkelsen

the R5 will feature a turbocharger and
four-wheel-drive transmission.

The R2has been developed by PSA
Group stablemates Peugeot and Citroen.
The car, which will sellin kit form for

this week's Tour de Corse after
clinching a deal with the Delta
Rally team to run his 207 52000
on this weelk's IRC round. Former
Peugeot factory driver Boufhier

Champion Hayden Paddon will step
back in time on the Rally of Otago
later this month, when he tackles
the event in a Ford Escort RS.

PICS: WWW.MCKLEIN.DE

NIKARA OUT IN CORSICA

Jarkko Nikara will begin his Subaru
IRC campaign on this week’s Tour
de Corse. The Finn drives alongside

finished third on the season-
opening event in the Azores, but
has missed the most recent two
rounds due to a lack of budget.

£30,500 or pre-built for £46,700,
features afive-speed sequential,
steering column-mounted gearbox.

Sarrazinwillremainin Corsica for
aweek-long test after the IRC round.
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SERGIO PEREZ
ON A MEXICAN WAVE

IS THIS
FERRARI'S

NEXT

' 1“”-. . - F l

STAR?

It’s common knowledge that Sergio Perez is good -
but is he good enough for the top? EDD STRAW
asks those in the know, including the man himself

o how does it feel to be the next big thing in Formula 1?

“It’s great that people are talking positively about
me,” savs Sergio Perez Mendoza, known to his friends
as ‘Checo’ “But I'm verv realistic because one dav
vou can be the next star, and the next vou don’t have a seat.

[ will just keep working hard, preparing myself as well
as possible and giving my best.”

Wise words. Perez isn’t going to make the mistake that manv
22-vear-olds would in believing the hype. He knows that his
status as a possible Ferrari driver in waiting doesn’t mean that
the heavy lifting of his career is complete. But he certainly
looms large on the Scuderia’s radar. Even before that sensational
near-victorv in Malavsia in March, the Mexican was being
touted as an imminent replacement for Felipe Massa. While the
Brazilian’s improved, if far from earth-shattering, performances
in China and Bahrain have eased the pressure for Ferrari to make
a change, Perez remains a serious candidate. It’s not without
reason that he is a member of the Ferrari Driver Academy.

Perez is a very good driver, no question. His performances in
2011 shattered the claims that he owed his graduation purely
to Telmex backing. He merits his place on the grid regardless.
The question is, how good is he? His reputation for eking life
out of Pirelli rubber in races without losing speed is well
known. But as well as being a virtue in itself, it’s symptomatic
of an uncanny capacity for adapting. After all, there are times
when Perez is seriously aggressive on track and more than
happy to attack kerbs as he explores the circuit limits. »
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<4 While his reputation is of something of a junior Jenson
Button, there are times when he is more reminiscent of
Lewis Hamilton on-track.

“When I came into F1, people kept asking me what my
driving stvle was,” savs Perez. “But there is no straightforward
stvle. Nobody has a style in F1 — it’s all about adapting vourself
to the conditions because thev change so much. For example,
if vou have too much understeer, maybe vou try to brake
earlier so vou don’t kill the tyres.”

That Perez makes these style modifications sound so
blindinglv straightforward is a good sign. The shorthand for
this is usually ‘natural talent but what it really means is that
the driver has learned certain skills so completely that he
adapts without having to think about it. Perez’s race
engineer, Marco Schupbach, has certainly noticed this.

“He’s quite good in adapting himself and knowing what
he has to do to hit the targets,” agrees Schupbach. “At some
points it’s not intentional, it’s subconscious.”

Crucial as adaptability is, no driver can be successful in F1

“I'm sure that if  went back to that race now,
with the experience I have, l would win it”
Perez talks of his Malaysian near-miss

without a prodigious turn of speed. This, perhaps, is the area
in which Perez has the most to prove. Were he to be flung in
alongside Fernando Alonso at Ferrari, would he really have the
last few tenths that divide the great from the merely good?
It’s a tough question to answer because of lack of data. The
only direct comparison to Perez in F1 has been team-mate
Kamui Kobayashi, a driver who is quick enough to be a handy
midfielder but whose greatest strength lies in his ability

to string together a good, consistent race run. The pair’s
qualifying record favours Perez 13-9. That’s pretty good, but
it’s not decisive enough that vou would stake the farm on the
Mexican being in the same bracket as Hamilton, Alonso or
Sebastian Vettel on Saturday afternoon.

Ferrari will have a prettv good grasp of his raw pace. Last
vear he ran extensively in its simulator, primarily to master the
tracks in his rookie season, but he was also being monitored
closely and tested a 2009 Ferrari at Fiorano last September.
Based on this accumulation of knowledge, vou can be sure that
Ferrari considers him very quick if the team were to sign him.

“He gets quite close to getting the best out of the car,” »
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L Running with the big boys in Malaysian GP

SERGIO PEREZ
ON A MEXICAN WAVE

FI'SOTHER MEXICANS

Sergio Perez is only the fifth Mexican to race in the world
championship. His predecessors were a mixed bag:

RICARDO RODRIGUEZ

At the age of 19, Rodriguez qualified a sensational second in a
sharknose Ferrari on his debut at Monza in 1961. He started five races
for the Prancing Horse, scoring four points with a best finish of fourth
(in Belgium in '62), before being killed driving a Lotus in practice for
the non-championship Mexican GP later that year.

PEDRO RODRIGUEZ

Ricardo's older brother is the only Mexican to have won a world
championship F1 race - the 1967 South African GP for Cooper and
the '70 Belgian GP in a BRM. He was also a sportscar star before
being killed in a crash in an Interserie race at the Norisring.

MOISES SOLANA

Started eight races in BRM, Lotus and Cooper machinery from 1963-
68. His best gualifying was seventh driving a works Lotus in the '67
LIS GP. Failed to score a point, but was on course to finish in the top
five in Mexico in '65 when he retired with an ignition problem.
Killed in a hillclimb crash in Mexico in "69.

HECTOR REBAQUE

A journeyman F1 driver from 1977-81, his big chance came in his final
season when he bought a place at Brabham alongside Nelson Piquet,
finishing fourth three times. Also raced Hesketh and Lotus machinery,
as well as his own Lotus-based Rebaque chassis, and claimed a

CART Indycar win at Road America in 1982,
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S Strawquizzes Perez
" about Ferrari rumours

PEREZ’S KEY RACES

4 reckons Schupbach. “If he has a car balance he likes, then he
is able to pull it out. Many drivers struggle when they have a
car that they don’t like, but he’s not super-critical on that.”

Where Perez also shows signs that he could cut it at the
front on a regular basis is in his approach and confidence.

He was bitterly disappointed to have lost the possible win at
Sepang through his own mistake, but unhesitatingly declares
that he would prevail if in the same situation again.

“I"'m sure that if I went back to that race now, with the
experience I have, I would certainly win it,” reckons Perez.
And Schupbach is quick to back him up.

“He made one mistake,” he says. “Other than that, it was
perfect. The race was close to the maximum and if he was
in that position again, I think he would do it.”

Perez and Schupbach aren’t boasting, simply stating
facts. Perez’s drive at Sepang was remarkable, one that bears
comparison with many of the great wet-weather drives. The
Sauber is still onlv a midfield car, and the Mexican absolutely
wrung its neck. You only have to watch a few minutes from the
onboard camera, while he was closing on Alonso in the wet,
for evidence of that. Given how on the edge he was for
much of the race, the mistake is excusable.

Sauber was quick to note his maturity and approach when
he came on board. Monisha Kaltenborn, team CEQ and Peter
Sauber’s designated successor as team principal, cites his
reaction to the heavy accident in Monaco last vear as evidence

While the Mexican didn’t gain the buzz that, say, Lewis Hamilton and Nico Hulkenberg did in their junior careers, there were signs of potential

April 16 2005

Makes his first steps in European racing, qualifying
a strong third for the German Formula BMW season
opener at Hockenheim with Telmex backing.

May 17-18 2008

September 9 2007
Perez seals his first title in Europe, clinching the
British F3 National Class crown at Croft.

January 24 2009

April 27 2008

Leads from start to finish in changeable conditions
to claim his first outright British F3 victory for the
unfancied T-Sport team at Croft. For the first time,
the European racing establishment really takes
notice of the name Sergio Perez.

May 14 2010
Wins the Monaco Grand Prix-supporting GP2
feature race from second on the grid, his first
victory in the main series, to emerge as

Pastor Maldonado's main title rival.
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Charges from 14th on the grid in both British F3
races at Monza to take a double victory. Now he
is considered a genuine title contender.

Claims a first GP2 Asia win in only his sixth start.
While he benefits from the reversed grid, it
marks him out as one to watch at this level.

March 27 2011

Is the only driver to one-stop in the first race of the
Pirelli control-tyre era, finishing a sublime sixth on
his F1 debut in Australia. Is stripped of the result
for a non-performance-enhancing wing-design
blunder, but the point had been made.

May 28 2011
Shows he can fly in qualifying at Monaco, reaching
Q3, only to suffer concussion in a massive accident.

5
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March 25 2012

Finishes an astonishing second in the Malaysian
GP. Would likely have won but for an off-track
moment while chasing Fernando Alonso.
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of this. Perez’s willingness to withdraw when he returned in
Canada two weeks later, and realised he wasn’t quite up to it,
impressed. “It’s amazing to see how he coped with the situation
and how maturely he reacted when he got back into the car and
realised that he wasn’t quite there,” says Kaltenborn. “I don’t
know how many drivers, particularly voung drivers, would
have the guts and strength to be that honest.

“Sergio, apart from the talent, is verv determined to be
successful. He’s very focused on what he wants to do and very
passionate in a positive way. But we must always keep in mind
that he’s not that experienced. It’s easy to believe that he’s
much further ahead than he actually is.”

Then again, Perez had to grow up fast. Dispatched to Europe
bv the Escuderia Telmex scheme in 2005 to race in German
Formula BMW, the 15-vear-old Mexican found himself living
on his own above a restaurant in a village. He didn’t speak
German and lacked the support network that most of his
European rivals had. T'wo vears later, he moved to the UK
to race in Formula 3. As T-Sport team boss Russell Eacott
recalls, Perez was very much on his own.

“It was chaotic and mad,” he says of Perez’s early days. “He
was deposited in England and he had to sort all of his own
stuff out because there was no management team. We helped,
but he was 17. He got in a road car and we got a call from him.
‘T’'m at a garage, he said. “Which one?’The one on the road.

[ have no money. My card will not work.

Perezistippedtoreplace
Massa alongside Alonso

el . = g == m—

e

Ready for GP debut,
Australia 2011

SERGIO PEREZ
ON A MEXICAN WAVE

“One day, we were putting up awnings at Qulton Park and I
asked the engineer to find out where Sergio was. He said, ‘I'm
nearly there, I'm across the bridge now. ‘Bridge? What bridge?’
He was in Wales as he’d punched Pembrey into his satnawv. It
was about five hours later that he rocked up totally exhausted!

“He’s a good kid. I texted him straight after the race
[in Malavsia] to say top job and well done. He texted me
straight back to say thank vou very much.”

That Mexican-abroad experience must have plaved a big
part in Perez now being so self-assured today. He has the air
of a man with half a decade of F1 experience, rather than fewer
than two-dozen starts. When he went toe to toe with Alonso,
his racing hero, in Malavsia, he wasn’t overawed. Some drivers
very rapidly acquire the air of being at ease in F1 and Perez
is one of them. Considering the field features half a dozen
world champions, that’s no mean feat.

“When we’re on track, it doesn’t matter who it is I'm racing
against,” savs Perez. “You go for it and vou fight them as hard
as possible. Even though they’re great champions, there’s no
reason to give them any more room than anv other driver.

[ will fight them 100 per cent.

“T want to win world championships and I came into F1 with
big targets. I want to win big-time and I want to be in a team
that can offer me this. If it’s Sauber, I will be verv pleased to
stay here. But if I have to go somewhere else to find it, I have
to look. My target is not to drive for one particular team, it’s

“Idon’t see anything that can stop
him, but he still has along way to go”
Sauber CEO Monisha Kaltenborn

to win titles. I will do anything to win the title.”

It’s clear what he means. While it’s a nice idea to win the
championship for Sauber, it’s hard to see that happening. At
least, not the in the short or medium term. If Ferrari wanted
him, the team would have no trouble plucking him from the
Swiss squad. It seems to be a question of when, rather than
if, Perez will get an opportunity with a bigger team, even if
the Ttalian giant decides against bringing him in.

The tricky question is timing. While it’s not a foregone
conclusion that Ferrari will pick him up, the fascinating
question is when would be the right time... A Ferrari driver
needs to be as close as possible to the finished article,
certainly a driver who, at worst, needs only a little polishing.
Perez still isn’t quite that driver, nor should he be, with his
lack of experience. Had he enjoved prodigious testing before
his first F1 season, like Lewis Hamilton, then perhaps he would
be, but for now the sensible thing is surely for him to stay
at Sauber for at least this season, mavbe even for 2013.

“Looking at how drivers move ahead when thev are successful
with a team like ours, it’s important that they have a strong
basis,” savs Kaltenborn. “You develop without a certain
pressure that allows vou to improve vour skills. Drivers are
very voung today but they still need time and experience. You
still need to prepare yourself in the right way otherwise there’s
a danger that vou don’t realise your full potential. I don’t see
anvthing that can stop him, but he still has a long wayv to go.”

In the days of limited testing, it takes longer for a driver
to bed down in F1, and it wasn’t so long ago that Perez was
completing a rookie season that featured plenty of mishaps
along with the eve-catching drives. Ferrari is a pressure-cooker
environment and, if a driver wants to thrive alongside Alonso,
he will need to be at the top of his game.

Perez has certainly impressed the right people in F1
during his short career at this level. Perhaps by the end
of this vear he will be ready to step up. He proved in Malaysia
that he’s a potential grand prix winner. But onlv once he’s
in a genuine frontrunning car can his championship-
winning potential be proven.

As Perez himself says: “The more experience I get,
the better I get.”#
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Pigquet’s Tamburello recovery

It’s 25 years since Nelson Piquet’s
San Marino accident, a crash
with more severe results than

the Brazilian let on at the time.
MIKE DOODSON looks back

or manyv motor racing fans,
especially the English-speaking
ones, Nelson Piquet was alwavs
something of an enigma. They
saw him as a bit distant, probably
because he shunned publicity and didn’t
cultivate the mainstream press. He was
known to have a cruel sense of humour,
while the manner in which he had won
some of his races carried a sulphurous
odour. Nevertheless, he enjoved the
lovalty of a coterie of European
journalists and was positively adored
during his Brabham vears (1978-85) by
the brilliant, free-wheeling bunch of
mechanics whose efforts helped him win
his first two world titles in 1981 and ’83.
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After he moved to Williams-Honda
for the 1986 season, opinions about
Piquet became polarised by the toxic
feud he deliberately initiated with
team-mate Nigel Mansell. The long-
established Williams policy was not
to interfere, allowing the drivers’ duel
to fester. The garage was divided,
as Piquet intended, and the mutual
loathing became meat and drink for the
shamelessly partisan British tabloids.

Then, in May 1987, the wise-cracking
34-vear-old Brazilian was painfully
confronted with the realities of his
profession when he came unstuck
as the result of a tyre failure during
qualifying for the second race of the
vear, the San Marino GP at Imola.

Although Piquet was able to hide the
debilitating physical effects of the crash,
thev would blight the rest of his 1987
season. It happened as he approached
the 19omph Tamburello corner, just after
he had set the fastest time of the Friday
afternoon session. The Williams-Honda
squirmed out of control and slammed
sidewavs into the retaining wall.

Imolaimpact left
Piguet unconscious

There were anxious moments as
the driver, unconscious for several
minutes, was removed from the wreck.
A helicopter took him to hospital in
Bologna, where he was held overnight.
Marks on the track suggested the likely
cause of the incident, and Goodvear
called for reserves of a different type
of tvre to be brought in overnight.

When a battered and bandaged Nelson
returned on Saturday morning, he
insisted he was fit to drive and readv to
resume his duties in the spare Williams.
There followed an animated discussion
with Professor Sid Watkins, FISA’s
medical expert, who had to point out
that however willing the patient might be
to drive again, it was a risk that he could
not approve. Despite not even being able
to get his swollen foot in a shoe, Nelson
tried indignantly to persuade the Prof
that he was fit for purpose. The matter
was resolved onlv after Williams had
formally withdrawn the entry.

With a miserable Piquet co-opted as
a commentator in the TV Globo box,
Mansell handily won the race on Sunday.
Although Nelson led the Belgian GP two
weeks later until an engine problem
stopped him, at Monaco he had to admit
that he was still handicapped by the foot
injury and his lack of physical fitness
(but still finished second). Indeed, the
Imola bang had knocked some of the
stuffing out of the Brazilian, who was
having difficulty in sleeping. It was
onlv some weeks later when he got
some specialist medical treatment
that matters began to improve.

In a conversation at the beginning of
1991, I put it to Nelson that the Imola
shunt had affected his mental approach,
subduing the ‘have-a-go’bravado for
which he had previously been celebrated.
He energetically rejected that suggestion.

“No, no,” he insisted, “the accident »
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< in Imola changed for some time my
phvsical condition. I lost concentration,
[ was not able to relax like before.

“There were things that I used to be
good at doing, like sleeping for onlv four
hours a night, that I cannot do anymore.
And that all happened after the accident.
I went [to consult] some doctors I know,
and when I said I cannot do this relax
thing, thev said, ‘Stop and trv again in
two or three vears’ But everv time I start,
it is not as good as I was doing before.”

Then Nelson made a devastatingly
frank confession about the effects of the
crash, which cast a fresh light on his
astonishing achievement in winning the
1987 title from Mansell. As he pointed
out, in their first vear as team-mates at
Williams, his speed had been arguably
fractionally but decisivelv superior to
Mansell’s. “In technical driving... I was
quicker than Mansell in 1986,” he said.
“And the second vear, for all the first part
of the vear [after Imola] he was quicker
than me by a long way. Not by two or
three tenths, but sometimes by more
than a second. That is where he made
his name on top of me, and I was stuffed.
A driver does not like to admit this. You
don’t know how bad vou are because you
think vou are still quick, but vou are not.
It was only at the end of the vear that
[my speed] started getting better again.”

With his team-mate still recovering,
Mansell hit terrific form and took the
championship lead. But although the
Englishman was victorious in France, in
the four races immediately after Imola
Nelson actually closed the points gap by
finishing three times in second place.
With Mansell in scintillating form,

picking up points at every opportunity

Effects of his crash
made it hard to relax
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“[Mansell]l was quicker than

me by a long way, sometimes by
more than a second. I was stuffed”
Piquet reveals how crash hurt his speed

was the best policy for the still-
concussed Piquet. The two men arrived
at Silverstone (round seven of 16)
separated bv three points, 24 to 21.

Preoccupied though he was with
finishing, Nelson had set his heart on
defeating Mansell “at home”, an aim that
was destined to be frustrated in a race
which those British fans who were there
will relish for a lifetime.

This, remember, was the beginning

RETROSPECTIVE
PIQUET'S 87 CRASH

of Mansell Mania. ‘Our Nige’ had been
making newspaper headlines for two
vears and had been voted 1986°s BBC
Sports Personality of the Year. The
Williams-Honda had started the season
strongly, and although there had been
early threats both from Alain Prost’s
McLaren-TAG/Porsche and Ayrton
Senna’s Lotus-Honda, the Didcot outfit
had the edge in power and handling,
respectively. Boosted by his flag-waving
supporters, surely a pumped-up Nigel
would have this one in the bag.

Well, not exactly. It was Piquet whose
car would start from pole and Piguet who
whipped past a fast-starting Prost on the
first lap to snatch the lead over Mansell.
When the Englishman’s ‘Red Five’ »

- Piguetnot allowed

e torace atImola
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4 dodged into the pits on lap 35 for

a fresh set of tyres (a balance weight

had come off a front wheel, setting up

a vibration that blurred his vision),
Pigquet had a 28-second advantage, with
30 laps still to run. The stage was set for
a comeback, and Mansell, on his fresh
rubber, was up for the challenge.

The advantage now appeared to be
with the pursuer, whose car had been
set up with slightly less wing. With
10 laps to go, the gap was down to 7.5
and Mansell was setting ever-faster lap
times. Four laps to go and the margin
was less than one second. Mansell
made his move at Stowe, where he sold
his adversary a spectacular dummy.

Approaching the Woodcote chicane,
he almost slid off while dodging a
backmarker. At the flag, though, the race
was his, the crowd ecstatic and Mansell
the undeniable hero, even though his
car had stopped halfway round his
victory lap, forcing him to return for
the podium ceremony in a Transit van.

But just how glorious had the victory
been? This, of course, was the era of
fixed fuel allocations in F1, and Williams
sources later revealed that Mansell’s
on-board fuel read-out, normally
accurate to within a few hundred vards,
showed that he should never have
finished the race. “My fuel had been
well behind on the meter, but after he
stopped for fresh tyres I was able to
bring it back and back,” said Nelson.

“T was still behind [on the meter], so
when [ saw Nigel coming from behind
and the times he was doing, I said, ‘Jeez,
how does he do it?’ It was unbelievable,
because he always used much more fuel
than me, and he was coming very quick.

“To cut things short, he took a gamble.
According to his meter, his fuel [should
have| finished one lap before the finish.
But he continued going, and he finished
the race. Of course, it was the right thing
to do. I was running on the fuel meter.

When we checked afterwards, I had one
and a half litres left in the tank, and I

Only Piquet heeded
Head's fuel warning

T [
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LONGINE

s
FHF warches
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could have gone a little bit quicker.
There was some trouble from me for
the Honda people after that, though...”

Mansell himself has happily conceded
that he had had no intention of being
beaten in ‘his’ race, and that it had been
death-or-glory tactics all the way for
him. Indeed, when the fuel ran out on
the slowing down lap, the hot pistons
seized and the Honda V6 was ruined.

The implications of the Briton’s
confession were not universally
understood at that time. The fact that
Mansell’s tanks had run drv seconds
after he’d crossed the line was of no
interest to British newspaper hacks, of
course, because their stories would then
have had to point out that the glory was
tinged with recklessness bordering on
irresponsibility, and how close their hero
had come to self-inflicted ignominy.
Such tactics mav win the occasional
race, but not a title.

Today, with so many inquisitive and
genmed-up journos beavering around
in the paddock, it would have quickly
emerged how big a risk Mansell had
taken. Only two vears ago, when
Sebastian Vettel clattered himself and his
team-mate Mark Webber off the road
while battling for the lead of the Turkish
GP, both the media centre and a TV
audience of millions were rapidly alerted
to the fact that the two drivers had been
on different fuel strategies. There was no
sympathy for Vettel then, and rightly so.

It is difficult to avoid reflecting on that
Silverstone race in 1987 and wondering
how different our attitudes would have
been if evervone had known about the
desperate radio messages to the drivers
to save fuel. Where would the sympathies
of the press (not to mention the public)
have been if Piquet had held his ground
like Webber did in Turkey? Surely not
with the impatient gambler behind?

The irony is that half of todav’s press
pack seem to have watched Silverstone
1987 as voungsters, on TV, and most of
them still regard it as an example of the
British bulldog spirit at its unstoppable
best. Some of us prefer a different
interpretation, one which admires
Mansell but holds up Piquet as a canny
champion who was robbed of a race win
by a tinv technical miscalculation on the
part of his engineers.

Bv now, although there were still
difficulties in sleeping, some of the old
Piquet brio was coming back. He took
victories in three of the next four races,
while Mansell was running out of luck.
In Hungary, where he led 70 of the 76
laps, the Englishman was forced out
when a wheelnut came unscrewed.

[t was Piquet who led the last six laps
there. Another satisfving win for the
Brazilian came at Monza, where he was
allowed to bring out the active-ride car,
on which Mansell had declined to do any
testing, for its maiden race appearance.
Capitalising on his chassis’ gentler tyre
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wear, he passed Senna’s Lotus-Honda as
it ran wide on fading rubber, and held off
his fellow-countryman’s comeback. An
increasingly desperate Mansell tangled
with Gerhard Berger’s Ferrari on the first
lap, finishing third with overheating.

Piquet was now edging away at the top
of the championship table, having 63
points to Mansell’s 43. They both ran
into trouble in Portugal, where Piquet
had to stop for repairs after a first-lap
clash with Michele Alboreto’s Ferrari
and came home third. Mansell, though,
was out with dud electrics. But Mansell
fought back with two terrific wins in
Spain and Mexico (Piquet fourth and
second) and, with the points now
standing at 73-61, Our Nige could
look forward to the final two rounds
with much more confidence.

In fact the 1987 title would be Piquet’s
two days before the Japanese GF, where
Mansell made an unforced error during
Fridayv qualifying, when his car hit a
tyrewall and rode up in the air before

Consistency paid off
for Piguetin 1987...
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“When [ saw Nigel
coming I said, Jeez,
how doeshedoit?

It was unbelievable™
Piquet on Silverstone '87
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crashing down on a kerb. That very
night its driver was on the plane back
to London, where he was ruled out of
the Australian finale with what was
described as “spinal concussion”,
Nelson’s theory that championships
can be won by caution rather than
outright speed was vindicated. But it can
hardly have been a comfort to Mansell
when his Brazilian nemesis failed to
finish either of those last two races.
What with the Imola crash and the
constant battles with his team-mate, it
had been a gruelling season for the new
champion. When someone mentioned a
remark by Alain Prost that it had been a
lucky title win, Nelson erupted. “It’s not
true!” he said. “Alain was lucky last vear
that we fought each other and Nigel blew
his tyre in Adelaide. That was Alain
being lucky. This vear, being 15 points
in front of Nigel was not luck, T was
champion by being consistent and by
finishing all the races. That’s the deal.”
Difficult to argue with that... #

PIQUET/MANSELL WILLIAMS
QUALIFYING COMPARISON

BEFORE IMOLA 1987
Piquet 8
Mansell 9

Mansell outqualifies Piquet by

an average of 0.129s (Piquet
outqualifies Mansell by an average
of 0.003s if Williams’ troubled
1986 Monaco GP is excluded)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

AFTER IMOLA 1987*
Piquet &
Mansell 8

Mansell outqualifies Piquet by an
average of 0.607s

*Excludes San Marino, Japan and Australia
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...unlike Mansell’s do-or-die approach
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PEEWEE’S VERDICT

Piguet took the “long &
view" at Silverstone

One of Nelson Piquet’s most treasured friends is Gregg ‘PeeWee’
Siddle, the Australian businessman who ran his winning British
Formula 3 campaign in 1978. Siddle recalls his friend’s 1987
Silverstone defeat and is as certain as ever he was that the
wrong driver got the credit...

“Even to this day, whenever Mansell's name is brought up, he’s
still feted for that unbelievable drive at Silverstone, how he ran
out of fuel and was then carried shoulder-high back to the pits...
or something like that,” says Siddle. “When I asked Nelson what
happened, he said, ‘Patrick [Head] was screaming at me down
the phone to back off, saying I was going to run out of fuel'.

“Patrick had been on to both drivers with the same message,
of course, and he can be pretty persuasive, If the Honda boys
had not made that mistake, Nigel could have run out of fuel one
kilometre earlier, and he’d have looked a total goose. That was
how Nigel was, but Nelse wasn’t, he wanted the championship.

“Nelson said, ‘Look, PeeWee, I'm in this to win the world
championship, I am not going to take that risk. I don’t give a
[fig] if he's seen as the hero, or if it looks as though he blew me
away. [ don't care. This is all about winning the championship.’

“This thoughtful attitude, the cunning, had always been a part
of Nelson. What more could any young kid aspire to, than to get in
an F1 car and be world champion? Nelson was no different. By the
time he retired he had proven to himself that he could be the best
in the world, not just once but three times.

“The kids of his era were no different then. Racing is tough,
like any sport, and in those days there wasn’t the entourage of
people that the kids have now. And apart from the help that I
gave him in those early days, Nelson did pretty much everything
himself, as Gerhard [Berger] used to do, and Vettel does even
today. I hear that with Seb there’s no interference from anyone
except his lawyer.

“And Nelson made those decisions for himself. They were all
pretty much the right ones, too, even going with Bernie [in 1978].
Someone tells me that in one of those biographies Bernie is quoted
as claiming that he screwed Nelson on money when he first drove
for him. But Nelson and I had a lot of discussions about that, and he
just accepted what had been put on the table. Nelse said he cared
only about getting into a car. He didn’t see it as being screwed.

“Silverstone 1987 was a great example of Nelson taking the
long view. Of course there will always be some English journalist
out there who's ready to discredit Nelson for every one of the three
championships he won, for some reason. But would Nelson want to
sit down with the journalists to discuss it? Of course not, he wasn't
like that. He may have told you privately. But he didn't care that
nobody had bothered to ask him. That’s just the kind of guy he was.”
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FIA WEC
Round 2/8

AT A GLANCE
~» Winners Romain Dumas/

Loic Duval/Marc Gene

~» Pole position Allan McNish

~» Fastest lap Marcel Fassler
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The German giant had four new cars out at Spa, and it was the ultra that '
prevailed over the hyb_rid e-tron quattro in this Le Mans curtain raiser
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Audi e-tron

IT WAS A CASE OF HORSES FOR
courses at Audi in the Spa 6
Hours last weekend. When
the going was wet the Ri18
e-tron quattro enjoyed a
clear advantage, and when
it was dry the R18 ultra had
the edge. That goes a long
way to explaining why
Marc Gene, Loic Duval and
Romain Dumas came out
on top in the four-car Audi
battle aboard one of the
non-hybrid ultras: only the
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first hour of round two of
the FIA World Endurance
Championship was fought
out on a wet track.
Explaining why the
hybrids had the pace on
their more conventional
cousins in the wet isn't
quite so straightforward,
and certainly not as simple
as you may think. The
e-tron quattros, as their
name implies, do have
four-wheel drive, but it’s

Pescarolo Dome had
electrical problems

very much part-time. The
500Kk] of recovered energy
the rules allowed to be
released five times over the
lap at Spa drove the front
wheels for just seconds. So
get that image of an Audi
A4 quattro Super Tourer
driving circles around
everyone at a wet British
Touring Car Championship
race in the mid-1990s

out of your mind.

Yet four-wheel drive
even for a few seconds is
clearly worth something,
as Gene pointed out.

“Even at 120km/h [the
speed at which the Audi
can start using retrieved
energy], we have quite a
lot of wheelspin,” he said.
“The extra power they
have through the front
wheels means their speed
at this point was much
better than ours.”

Rebellion Lolas were
one-two of privateers

The wet pace of the
e-trons in comparison
to the ultras still came
as something of a shock
to Audi and the factory
Joest team.

“The difference between
the cars in the wet surprised
us a little bit,” said Joest
Racing technical director
Ralf Juttner. “We knew
there would be an advantage
for the e-tron, but we didn’t

Kristensen leads
.- Lottererearly on

Dumas takes winning
Audiovertheline

think it would be that big.”
And big it most certainly
was. Tom Kristensen, who
started the e-tron that Allan
McNish had qualified on
pole, and Lotterer were
already four seconds up on
the two ultras by the end of
the opening lap. By the time
Lotterer took the lead after
three laps, he was more
than 10 seconds clear of the
conventional turbodiesels.
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Intriguing rather than exciting,
this race had undertones

of a science experiment

“Tnday the e-trons didn’t have the

speed; we weren’t expecting that®®
Race winner Marc Gene after his ultra beat the new
hybrid Audis in the first race for the 2012 machines

REPORT
SPA 6 HOURS

GARY WATKINS
reports
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When the Audis began
their pitstop sequence,
Lotterer was 11s up on
Kristensen and a further 26
up on Marco Bonanomi in
the best of the non-hybrid
Ri8s. Four-wheel drive,
part-time or not, looked
good for three seconds a lap.

Juttner wasn’t so sure
the early stages of the race
could be explained away like
that: “We think it was more
down to set-up than
anything else. By accident,
we ended up with a very
good wet set-up on the
e-tron and a very good dry
set-up on the ultra”

The e-tron and ultra may
look the same from the
outside, bar their distinct
liveries, but they are very
different machines to set
up. The differing weight
distribution of the two
cars sees to that.

“The set-up exaggerated
the advantages of the
e-tron in the wet,” Juttner
continued, “and made it less
competitive in the dry.”

The ultra was definitely
the more competitive car
on a dry track on Saturday,
although trying to analyse
the respective performance
of the different types of
Audi was complicated by
the differing tyre choices.

Gene opted for a slick
tyre at his first stop,
whereas the other three
Audis departed on
intermediate Michelins.
The reasons why the
Spaniard, standing in for
the injured Timo Bernhard
here, vaulted from fourth to
second and then took 30s
out of Lotterer’s lead had
less do with any differences
in the cars and more to do
with what was connecting
them to the track.

That situation changed
after the next round of
stops when all the Audis
were on slicks. With a
totally dry racing line, the
ultra had the advantage.
Duval rejoined just over
205 behind Benoit Treluyer
and needed just 14 laps
to catch and pass his
fellow Frenchman.

Duval maintained that
advantage after the next
round of pitstops, pulling
away into a 20s lead by
the time he and Treluyer
were due to hand over
to Dumas and Marcel
Fassler respectively.

“Tt worked out for us in
terms of set-up compared
with the e-tron guys,” said
Duval. “I was surprised by
the car, because I could go
quicker than in qualifying.”

Treluyer, meanwhile,
complained of understeer
and admitted that he was
powerless to do anything
about Duval’s advances.

The second e-tron was
also struggling. Kristensen
had lost time and two places
when the nose was changed
at the first pitstop. McNish,
who subsequently took over
from the Dane, went out
on a tyre not to his liking,
which at one point resulted
in a quick trip through the
pravel at Stavelot.

The race was effectively
over in the middle of the
third hour. Two safety-car
periods increased the
winning car’s advantage
from just over 20s to more
than double that amount. A
late puncture for Fassler had
1o bearing on the result.

Bonanomi overhauled
fellow Italian Rinaldo
Capello late in the fourth
hour. He and Oliver Jarvis,
both racing a factory Audi
prototype for the first time,
hung onto third despite a

Winning Audi cuts
through the traffic

puncture, after the car that
Capello shared with
Kristensen and McNish
received a stop-go penalty
for a pitlane infraction.

Spa has become the dress
rehearsal for the Le Mans 24
Hours. No doubt Audi and
Joest learned a lot on the
debut of their two different
2012 LMP1 contenders in
Belgium last weekend, but
the race posed as many
questions as it answered.
Or, at least, that’s what
Audi would have us believe.

Jotaon top as British teams dominate in Belgium

British-based teams
locked out the three
podium positions in

LMP2. The Kent-based Jota
squad took class honours,
but the silverware could just
as easily have headed to
Northamptonshire with
ADR-Delta or much further
north to Bolton with

the RLR-run Murphy
Prototypes squad.

Each team reckoned it could
have won at Spa with some
ease, Jota ended up taking
victory with its Zytek-Nissan
Z115N driven by Sam Hancock
and Simon Dolan, despite a
30s stop-go penalty two thirds
of the way through the race for
pitlane speeding. ADR-Delta’s
Nissan-powered ORECA 03

was in the lead with five
minutes to go when Robbie
Kerr dived into the pits for

a splash of fuel, while the
similar Murphy car had to fight
back from a spin not of its
own making on the first lap
and an early stop-go penalty.

ADR-Delta perhaps
deserved to win this one.
John Martin had put the car
on pole and led the class from
lap eight. Two separate
contacts over the course of
the Australian’s triple stint
ultimately cost Martin and
team-mates Kerr and Tor
Graves the victory.

The car lost time in the pits
having its nose changed, but
more significantly a holed
sidepod courtesy of a clash

with a P1 car pushed up
the fuel consumption. That
would ultimately deprive
the car of victory.

Kerr stopped for the final
time with 50 minutes to go,
just one lap before the Jota
and Murphy cars. They both
got new tyres, giving the
ADR-Delta ORECA a handy
lead that it looked set to
retain to the end.

With Jota a European Le
Mans Series visitor and
therefore not eligible for
points, the team decided to
play it safe and bring the
car in for a splash and settle
for second. “There’s a
championship at stake here,”
Kerr pointed out afterwards.

The Murphy ORECA, in

which sportscar debutant
Brendon Hartley joined team
regulars Warren Hughes and
Jody Firth, ended up 40s
down in third. Firth had been
punted into a spin on the
opening lap, but what really

Hancock onwayto
Jota’s first LMP2 win

upset the team was that early
stop-go. WEC rules for LMP2
state that the qualifying
driver must take the green
flag, but Murphy had written
permission to start Firth

and still got penalised.
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FIA WEC

AT A GLANCE

~» Winners Marc Lieb/Richard Lietz

Round 2/8

~» Pole position Frederic Makowieck1i

~» Fastest lap Makowieck1l

S

Porsche outsmarts Ferran

Felbermayr-Proton used an inspired strategy - and
smart driving from Lieb and Lietz - to beat the Italians

THE WEATHER PLAYED A
part in Porsche’s return to
the winner’s circle in GTE
Pro at Spa last Saturdary,
but it wasn’t just that the
rear-engined 911 GT3-RSR
was the car to have when
the conditions were at their
wettest at the start of the
race. Marc Lieb and Richard
Lietz came out on top after
the Felbermayr-Proton
team called the conditions
right to put Lieb back

out on slicks long before
any of his rivals.

Lieb was six, seven or
even eight seconds per lap
faster than anv of his rivals
in the five-car GTE Pro
class and had built up a
lead of over a minute by
the end of the second hour.
That butfer would prove
crucial because the lead
AT Corse Ferrari 458 Italia,
driven by Gianmaria Bruni
and Giancarlo Fisichella,
was always going to
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save a pitstop over its
German opponent.

Lietz stopped for the final
time with half an hour to
go and the team knew there
would be no time for a
change of tyres. He emerged
with 135 in hand over Bruni,
an advantage that had all
but disappeared by the
penultimate lap.

Bruni lost a handful of
tenths after contact with an
Audi, which gave him too
much to do on the final time
around the majestic Circuit
de Spa-Francorchamps. The
final margin of victory was
just six tenths.

“In a dry race, I don’t
think we would have had
a chance today,” said Lieb,
“but the car worked very
well on the drying wet [a
grooved tyre that carries
good pace on a drying track]
at the beginning. I thought
about slicks, and then said
to the team, ‘Let’s do it,

Sl
|I||II
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we've got nothing to lose’
“I knew it was the right
choice straight away because
[ was two or three seconds
faster than before in the
first sector out of the pits.”
AF ultimately lost this
race because it refused to
budge from its four-stop
strategy. The time that a
wet-shod Fisichella lost
in the 20 minutes or so
between Lieb’s pitstop
and his own ultimately

decided this race.

There was another player
in the mix for the GTE Pro
honours in Belgium. The
best of the Luxury Racing
Ferraris driven by Frederic
Makowiecki and Jaime
Melo led at the end of the
first hour in what turned
out to be an eventful race
for the duo. Makowiecki
had spun on the formation
lap, but then charged back
through the field on

AF Ferrari, shownin
practice, was pipped

Felbermayrwin puts
Porsche in points lead

intermediates to take the
lead before the end of the
opening hour.

The car lost 30s at its
first pitstop with a problem
removing a screen tear-off.
Melo then lost time when
he was punted off by a
prototype, but Makowiecki,
running a five-stop strategy,
had the pace to fight back
and pass Bruni.

Any chance the Luxury
car had of finishing second,
which was slim given that it
would have to make an extra
stop, disappeared when race
officials deemed that the
wing mirror lost in Melo’s
incident had to be replaced.

The second AF Corse
Ferrari, shared by Andrea
Bertolini and Olivier
Beretta, was never in the
mix. Chronic understeer
left it three laps back
at the finish.

The only other GTE Pro
class runner starred at the



RACE RATING
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Porsche led most of the
way, but it was always
going to be close

PICS: EBREY/LAT

Imsa Porsche was
ontopinAmclass

beginning. Aston Martin
Racing had opted for the
softest Michelin wet, which
allowed Darren Turner to
shoot into the class lead

on the opening lap.

The Vantage’s moment
of glory was short-lived,
however. A gearbox glitch
intervened after a handful

of laps, resulting in

retirement for the car.

The Imsa Performance
Porsche squad, a visitor
from the Furopean Le Mans
Series, dominated the GTE
Am category. The team’s
professional, Nicolas
Armindo, flew when the
conditions were at their
wettest, and team boss
Narac and Anthony Pons
did enough for the French
squad to take victory by
nearly a minute from the

MILESTONE

won with Felbermayr

since the Hungaroring

LMS race in 2010

'*'E.Lﬂd.}:;&'f-ﬁi'.ﬂ,?*?

B2 0. 4

Lieb and Lietz hadn’t -2

‘Am’ Felbermayr car driven
by Paulo Ruberti, Gianluca
Roda and Christian Ried. #

4

REPORT
SPA 6 HOURS

Aston sprinted
away at the start
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R ES U LTS FIA World Endurance Championship, round 2 of 8, Spa & Hours, Spa-Francorchamps (B), May 5

GRLD

POS DRIVERS TEAN
L 1 Marc Gene (E)/Romain Dumas (F)/Loic Duval (F) fudi Sport Team Joest

2  Andre Lotterer (D)/Marcel Fassler (CH)/Benoit Treluyer (F) fudi Sport Team Joest
s MY 3 Marco Bonanomi (I)/0liver Jarvis (GB) Audi Sport North America (Joest)

4  TomKristensen (DK)/Allan McNish (GB)/Rinaldo Capello (1) Audi Sport Team Joest
A 5  MNeel Jani (CH)/Nicolas Prost (F)/Nick Heidfeld (D) Rebellion Racing

6  Andrea Belicchi (I)/Harold Primat (CH) Rebellion Racing
g:mm gg:—suul:?tam i Jonny Kane (GB)/Danny Watts (GB)/Nick Leventis (GB) Strakka Racing

B  SamHancock (GB]/5imon Dolan (GBI Jota
ODMEM!  JMUNDRIS 9 John Martin (AUS)/Robbie Kerr (GB)/Tor Graves (GB) ADR-Delta

10 Jody Firth (GB)/Warren Hughes (GB)/Brendon Hartley (NZ) Murphy Prototypes (RLR)
ﬁﬁgﬂ é:nﬁ@ 11 Bas Leinders (B)/David Heinemeier Hansson (DK) 0AK Racing

12 Karun Chandhok (IND)/David Brabham (AUS) /Peter Dumbreck (GB) JRM Racing
éjmﬁ ﬁﬁ?}‘ 13 Jack Clarke (GB)/Bastien Briere (F)/Jens Petersen (D) Boutsen Ginion Racing

= 14 Stefan Johansson (5)/Fabien Giroix (F)/Maxime Jousse (F) Gulf Racing Middle East

%"“[:'g",ilﬁ ﬂ;’;# 15 Sebastien Bourdais (F)/Nicolas Minassian (F) Pescarolo Team

16 Elton Julian (USA)/Ricardo Gonzalez (MEX)/Christian Zugel (D] Greaves Motorsport
o Lt 17 Olivier Pla (F)/Matthieu Lahaye (F)/Jacques Nicolet (F) 0AK Racing

18 Marc Lieb (D)/Richard Lietz (A) Team Felbermayr-Proton
gfﬂﬁﬁ'"g&ﬁ; 19 Giancarlo Fisichella (I)/Gianmaria Bruni (1) AF Corse

20  Frederic Makowiecki (F)/Jaime Melo (ER) Luxury Racing
afl%s ety 21 Andrea Bertolini (I)/0livier Beretta (MC) AF Corse

22 Nicolas Armindo (F)/Raymond Narac (F)/Anthony Pons (F) Imsa Performance
2 LS I MEICERY 23 Jean-Denis Deletraz (CH)/Keiko Thara (J)/Frederic Fatien (CI)*  Gulf Racing Middle East

24 Christian Ried (D)/Paolo Ruberti (I)/Gianluca Roda (1)

Soheil Ayari (F)/Pierre Kaffer (D)/Luis Perez Companc (RAJ
26  Marco Cioci (I)/Piergiuseppe Perazzini (I)/Matt Griffin (IRL)
Julien Canal (F)/Patrick Bornhauser (F)/Fernando Rees (BR)

26 DELETRAZ 25 JOHANSSON Ik
2:15.537 2:14.2%

2& MAKOWIECKTZ 7 HAEZEER'K 27

160 LAPS, 696.325 MILES

AF Corse

Team Felbermayr-Proton
Pecom Racing (AF Corse)

Larbre Competition

2:19.710  2:17.810

28 Gunnar Jeannette (USA)/Pierre Ehret (D)/Frankie Montecalvo (USA) Luxury Racing
ijﬂ% ?;Fﬁ,,tf”“' 29 James Rossiter (GB)/Kevin Weeda (USA)/Luca Moro (1] Lotus (Kodewa)

30 Pierre Ragues (F)/Roman Rusinov (RUS)/Nelson Panciatici (F) Signatech Nissan
e e 31 Markus Palttala (FIN)/Paul Daniels (GB)/Joel Camathias (CH) JHA-Avila

32 Tracy Krohn (USA)/Niclas Jonsson (S)/Michele Rugolo (I) Krohn Racing
?EI::IIEJE?IE ?Eﬁ%ﬂ 33 Olivier Lombard (F)/Franck Mailleux (F1/Jordan Tresson (F] Signatech Nissan

34 Enzo Potolicchio (YV)/Ryan Dalziel (GB)/Stephane Sarrazin (F)
Bertrand Baguette (B)/Guillaume Moreau (F)/Dominik Kraihamer (A)
Renger van der Zande (NL)/Mirco Schultis (D)/Thomas Holzer (D)

36 CAMAL 35 JEANNETTE R
£ 2:22.062

R
o JIIELX R Philippe Haezebrouck (F)/Philippe Thirion (F) Extreme Limite Aric
R Ralph Meichtry (CH)/Nichel Frey (CH]/Jonathan Hirschi (CH] Race Performance
;?2“515"55 ;-EH:II.]TJTEM R Jean-Philippe Belloc (F1/Christophe Bourret (F) Larbre Competition
R Darren Turner (GB)/Adrian Fernandez (MEX)/Stefan Mucke (D) Aston Martin Racing (Prodrive)
T : AF Corse-Waltrip

S Rui Aguas (P)/Brian Vickers (USA)/Robert Kauffman (USA)
S Alexander Sims (GB)/Yelmer Buurman (NL)/Romain Iannetta (F)

OAK Racing

Status GP

Starworks Motorsport

Lotus (Kodewa)

CAR

Audi R18 ultra

Audi R18 e-tron quattro
Audi R18 ultra

Audi R18 e-tron quattro
Lola-Toyota B10/12/60
Lola-Toyota B09/12/60
HPD ARX-03a
Zytek-Nissan Z115N
ORECA-Missan 03
ORECA-Nissan 03
Morgan-Judd P2

HPD ARX-03a
ORECA-Nissan 03
Lola-Nissan B12/80
Dome-Judd S102.5
Zytek-Nissan Z1 15N
Morgan-Judd P2
Porsche 911 GT3-RSR
Ferrari 458 Italia
Ferrari 458 Italia
Ferrari 458 Italia
Porsche 911 GT3-RSR
Lola-Nissan B12/80
Porsche 911 GT3-RSR
ORECA-Nissan 03
Ferrari 458 Italia
Chevrolet Corvette C6.R
Ferrari 458 Italia
Lola-Judd/BMN B12/80
ORECA-Nissan 03
Porsche 911 GT3-RSR
Ferrari 458 Italia
ORECA-Nissan 03

HPD ARX-03b

OAK Pescarolo-Judd/BMW 01

Lola-Judd/BMN B12/80
Norma-Judd MZ00P
ORECA-Judd 03
Chevrolet Corvette C6.R
Aston Martin Vantage V8
Ferrari 458 Italia
Lola-Judd/BMN B12/80

CLASS
LMP1
LMP1
LMP1
LMP1
LMP1
LMP1
LMP1
LMP2
LMPZ
LMP2
LMP2
LMF1
L MP2
LMP2
LMP1
LMP2
LMP2
GTEF
GTEP
GTEP
GTEP
GTE A
LMP2
GTE A
LMP2
GTE A
GTE A
GTE A
L NP2
L MP?
GTE A
GTE A
LMP2
LMPZ
LMP1
L MP2
LMF2
LMPZ
GTE A
GTEP
GTE A
LMP2

TIME
6h00m22 . T08s
+46,801s

-1 lap

-1 lap

-4 laps

-5 laps

-6 laps

-9 laps

-9 laps

-9 laps

=10 laps

-10 laps

-11 laps

-12 laps

-13 laps

-13 laps

-16 laps

=16 laps

-16 laps

=17 laps

-19 laps

-21 laps

-21 laps

-21 laps

-21 laps

=22 laps

-21 laps

-23 laps

=23 laps

-24 laps

-26 laps

-3l laps

-32 laps

-37 laps

151 laps-suspension
124 laps-accident
81 laps-accident
45 1aps-gearbox
39 laps-engine
11 laps-gearbox
accident in warm-up
accident in practice

GRID
4
3
2
|
5
Fi

b

13
11
21
18
8

19

25
9

17
14
al
29
28
32
33
26
40
16
34
36
35
12
22
19
dl
24
20
10
15
27
23
37
30
38

Winners'average: 115.932mph. Fastest lap:Fassler, 2m01.851s, 128.578mph. LMP2: Sarrazin, 2m09.835s, 120,67 Imph. GTE Pro: Makowiecki, 2m20.116s, 111817 mph. GTE Am: Ruberti, 2m22.085s, 110.267mph. Driver listed on grid
setqualifying time, First-named driver of each carin table started race (except Sims and Aguas). " qualified but did not drive inrace.

POINTS - DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS
1 Dumas/Duval 43

2 Cap/Kri/McN 4]
3 Gene 25
4 Fas/Tre/lLot 19.5

LMPL MANUFACTURERS

POS DRIVER PTS POS DRIVER PTS POS
Audi 52 1 Rebellion k1 1
2 Strakka 33 2
3 JRM 21 3
4 Pescarolo 25 4

DRIVER
ADR-Delta
DAK
Starworks
Greaves

PTS POS DRIVER
36 1 Porsche
3l 2 Ferrari
29 3 Corvette
27

WEC LMP1 PRIVATE TEAMS LMP2 TEAMS GTE MANUFACTURERS

PTS POS DRIVER

WEC GTE PRO TEAMS

43

68 1 AF Corse

67 2 Felbermayr-Proton 43

30 3 Luxury 16
4 Aston Martin 15
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B GeRmANY

May 4-6
DTM
Round 2/10

LAUSITZ

AT A GLANCE
~» Winner Bruno Spengler

~» Pole Bruno Spengler

~» FL Jamie Green

E,_pqu-nl:ll

-------
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Bruno Spengler gives the Munich marque first win since
its return this season to the German touring car series

AS THE CARS LINED UP ON
the grid for the second
round of the revamped
DTM at Lausitz last
weekend, a question
lingered in the air, as potent
as the threat of rain at the
East German venue: in only
its second race back in

the championship after

a 20-year hiatus, could
BMW really win?

Bruno Spengler and
Augusto Farfus, who sat on
the front row in their M3s to
awaited the starting lights
procedure, certainly believed
so. When the chequered flag
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was waved 52 laps later,
the answer was delivered
in definitive fashion; the
arm pump from within
Spengler’s black machine,
clearly visible from behind
the windscreen, indicating
that, yes, the Munich
manufacturer really was
back in business.

Spengler had to work hard
for it, though. A quick start
by Gary Paftfett from the
second row brought the
black HWA Mercedes
C-coupe onto the bootlid
of Spengler’s similarly-
coloured Schnitzer M3,

Pitstops excepted, Paffett
was never more than 1.6
seconds behind his rival.
For the final stint, he stayed
within half that gap until a
slight mistake under braking
for Turn 1 on the final lap
took him beyond the corner
and over the Ludwig kerb
that lay on the run-off area
to the outside of it. The
half-second loss meant that
Spengler, now onto “one of
the longest laps of my life”,
was home and dry.

The relief from the former
Merc racer, who had ended a
seven-year tenure in Swabia

and gambled on a move to
Bavaria during the winter,
was palpable. Ahead of the
race, he had his doubts.

“We struggled in the
warm-up, no doubt,” said
Spengler, whose win was
also BMW’s soth in the
series. “But what was
amazing was how the team
reacted to it. We still have
so little experience as a team
in the DTM, so to make a
few adjustments here and
there and make the race pace
this strong was really special.

“I think in the first stint
| was quicker than Gary,

Spengler celebrates
hisand BMW’s win

Mortara leads from
Greenand Tomczyk

and in the second stint as
well I just had enough pace
to really push and open
the gap [to more than a
second] just before the
pitstops, but apart from
that he was faster.”

The key to Spengler’s
10th DTM victory — and his
first away from Mercedes
— was the performance of
his pit crew, who 24 hours
earlier earned their driver
a €2000 fine for sending
him out in practice without
properly attaching his
right-front wheel (the legacy
of a wheel-gun problem).



RACE RATING
). 6. &, Sake
Not too much on-track

passing, but tense all

the same

MILESTONE

first since 1992

Spengler scored BMW’s
50th DTM win and the

REPORT
DIMLAUSITZ

JAMIE O’LEARY

reports /' 4

PICS-XPH/LAT

Paffett(l) harried leader
Spengler throughout

“Imagine the pressure on
them after that happened,”
Spengler pondered.
“Especially on my wheel
guy. He didn’t know it
wouldn’t happen again.

In addition, they didn’t

do a race pitstop at
Hockenheim because we
went out too early [after
both he and his team-mate
Dirk Werner were the
victims of an early assault
by Ralf Schumacher]. And
this time it was for a win.

“But they handled the
pressure like kings, and did
two perfect stops. Not as
fast as Gary’s [although
Spengler actually spent 0.4s
less than the Briton in the
pitlane during the race], but
quick enough. If Gary had
passed me at the stops, he
would have been gone.”

Schnitzer boss Charly
Lamm has seen it all
before, having run Roberto
Ravaglia to the 19809 DTM
title and securing drivers’
crowns in World, European
and British touring cars to
name but a few. Despite
his current staff being a
little light on DTM
experience and procedures,
the 3-4s stops and the
all-round intensity that go
with it, they know a thing
or two about race tactics.

“We knew Mercedes
would pit Gary early to try
to get ahead on fresh tyres,”
said Lamm. “We had to
react to that straight away.
It was the only way to stay
ahead because Gary and
even Jamie Green were
the fastest drivers today
[indeed, Green’s 27-lap
opening stint was the
best of all at an average
of g6.7mph — beating
Spengler’s 96.5]. We had an

advantage at the start, and
we had to make that count.”

Paffett agreed with that
sentiment, and was left to
rue the 0.005s by which he
missed out on the front row
the previous day

“I got a good start, and
if I'd been next to Bruno,
rather than right behind
him, maybe I could have got
him,” said Paffett. “I was
faster than him over the
balance of the race, so I'm

pretty sure I could have won,

but second’s still a good
result. I've had a win and a
second, and increased my

series lead [to 13 points over
Greenl], so it’s not a bad way

to start the year”

Indeed not, but Spengler,
despite his non-score at
Hockenheim, is only five
points further back. He’s
got his win now, and BMW
has answered the question

posed over the winter. What

price a title push now?

Farfus splits Mercs for maiden podium

Gary Paffett’s rocket
start fromthe second
row denied Augusto

Farfus achance to protecthis
stablemate Bruno Spengler,
but the Brazilian spent the
second half of the race acting
outaterrificrearguard defence
against another HWA
Mercedes; that of Jamie Green.
Showing much improved
form off the startlinein 2012,
Green spent the firstnine laps
bottled up behind Edoardo
Mortara’s Rosberg Audi (and
just ahead of Martin Tomczyk’s
RMG BMW), but moved ahead
when the Italian had awobble
onentrytoTurn 6andslida
little wide. Finding 0.6s per

lap instantly, Green closed up
on Farfus, and afteralong and
impressive 27-lap opening
stint would probably have
passed the RBMBMW hada
problematic left-rear wheel
not caused him to lose four
seconds at his first stop. Like
Paffett, he never left the
BMW's rear diffuser alone and
finished just 0.6s behind as
Farfus claimed his maiden
DTM podium just a weelk after
his series debut.

Forthe second race running,
Mattias Ekstrom could find
little race pace, but great
pitwork from the Abt Audi
crew squeezed him ahead of
Tomczyk - by afewinches at

best - at his first pitstop. He
then held off his charging
team-mate Timo Scheider - up
from 12th onthe grid afterthe
second Abt man exited from

his final stop alongside him -
to take fifth.

Tomczyk, Mortara and his
team-mate Filipe Albuquerque
were next up, with Ralf
Schumacher (HWA) taking the
final point when Robert
Wickens’ Mucke Mercedes
stopped with a loss of drive
with just four laps left.

Mike Rockenfeller dropped
four spots on the first lap from
fourthonthe grid, andfellto
13th bytheflag, avictim of zero
race pace in his Phoenix Audi.

The lower order jockey for
positionearly inthe race

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

RESULTS DTM, round 2 of 10, Lausitz (D], May &

TSTENGLER POS DRIVER (NATIOMALITY) TEAM CAR RESULT
L:1B.TTT Faprus 1 Bruno Spengler (CDN) Schnitzer Motorsport BMW M3 1h09md5. 7955
e e 2 Gary Paffett (GB) HHA Mercedes C-coupe +1.019s
1:18.620 4 FELER 31 Augusto Farfus (BR) REM BMW M3 +1.069s
T 4 Jamie Green (GB) HWA Mercedes C-coupe +7.676s
118,374 5 GRERN 5 Mattias Ekstrom (S5) Abt Sportsline Audi A5 +21.362s
i A 6 Timo Scheider (D) Abt Sportsline  Audi A5 22,0075
H1B-890 G ExsTRON 7 Martin Tomczyk (D) RMG BMM M3 +25.446s
o 8 Edoardo Mortara (1) Team Rosberg Audi AS +32.202s
116,667 75 TANBAY 9 Filipe Albuguerque (P) Team Rosberg Audi A5 +32.658s

l: 18,686
ITAQERME 10 Ralf Schumacher (D] HWA Mercedes C-coupe +35.513s
U 12 SCHEDR Il Christian Vietoris (D) HWA Mercedes C-coupe +45.699s
13 PRIAULY ' 12 David Coulthard (GB) Mucke Motorsport  Mercedes C-coupe +46.355s
el {flﬁ? I3 Mike Rockenfeller (D] Phoenix Racing Audi A5 +47.667s
[SWICKENS 14 Joey Hand (USA) RMG BMM M3 +48.034s
e lesTAMIER |5 Miguel Molina (E) Phoenix Racing Audi AS +48.836s
ITMERHT 16 Roberto Merhi (E) Persson Motorsport Mercedes C-coupe +56.454s
FOS WvEms 17 Andy Priaulx (GB) REM BHW M3 +58.984s
mwgr 1008 18 Adrien Tambay (F) Abt Sportsline  Audi AS +1m04. 6465
1:19, 584 W 19 Dirk Werner (D) Schnitzer Motorsport BMW M3 +Im05.201s
L MERNER 20 Rahel Frey (CH] Abt Sportsline Audi A5 +1m08.570s
LA e 21 Susie Wolff (GB) Persson Motorsport Mercedes C-coupe -1 lap

L1 4 R Robert Wickens (CON) Mucke Motorsport  Mercedes C-coupe

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

GRID POS DRIVER PTS
| 1 Paffett 43
k| Z [Green 30
2 3 Spengler 25
b 4 Ekstrom il
i 5 Farfus 15
1?2 6 \Vietoris 1?
7 7 Rockenfeller 10
5 8 Priaulx 8
11 9 Scheider 8
16 10 Schumacher 7
18

ap " Two-place grid penalty.

g Winner'saverage:96.652mph.
14 Fastest lap: Green, 1m19.025s,
g 98:450mph

17
13
10
21
22
19

47 laps - lost drive 15
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QUICK RESULTS

~» Winner Brad Keselowski

~» Pole Jeff Gordon

-» Most laps led Matt Kenseth
-» Points leader Greg Biffle

INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
NASCAR SPRINT CUP
Talladega (USA),

Rd 10/36

RACE RATING Restrictor-plate
*xKx*ir classic that went
right to the wire

REPORTS
WORLD OF SPORT

NASCAR SPRINT CUP TALLADEGA (USAJ, MAY 6, RD 10/36

Double draft gives Dodge man victory

=
=
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Keselowski (2) and Busch
(18) double-drafted all day

BRAD KESELOWSKI WASN'T his Fusion to inch too far Kenseth came home third. penultimate restart. He (Ford); 6 Clint Bowyer (Toyota);
even born the previous time  ahead of Biffle’s and lost the Hendrick Motorsports’ fought back to take ninth. 7 David Ragan (Ford); 8 Trevor
Dodge won a NASCAR Cup  benefit of the tandem draft. Kasey Kahne pipped points @ Connell Sanders |r Bayne (Ford); 9 Dale Earnhardt |r
race around the Talladega Meanwhile, Keselowski leader Biffle for fourth on (Chevy); 10 Jeff Burton (Chewy).
superspeedway, but he had teamed up with the Joe  the line. His Chevy had RESULTS 1 Brad Keselowski Points 1 Biffle, 378; 2 Kenseth, 371;
ended that drought in style  Gibbs Toyota of Kyle Busch  run a charmed race, three (Dodge Charger), 194 laps in 3 Earnhardt, 369; 4 Denny Hamlin,

to claim his second win

and they swept around the

times avoiding debris

3h13m17s; 2 Kyle Busch (Toyota

351: 5 Kevin Harvick, 333: 6 Martin

of the year and practically separated Ford pair. In this from crashes ahead of him. Camry), +0.304s; 3 Matt Kenseth Truex Jr, 332; 7 Tony Stewart, 328;
assure himself a Chase spot. situation it has traditionally = Kahne also led a lap for his (Ford Fusion); 4 Kasey Kahne 8 Jimmie Johnson, 324; 9 Kyle

For much of the been beneficial to be second new team for the first time.  (Chevrolet Impala); 5 Greg Biffle Busch, 308; 10 Bowyer, 302.
scheduled 188 laps, the race  heading into the final All three of Kahne’s

ran without incident and
Keselowski’s Penske-run
Charger was marginal on
fuel. But a series of late-race
cautions, culminating with
a green-white-chequered
finish, eased those worries
and allowed him to put
his plan to the test.

As the race restarted
for the final time, Roush
Fenway Ford team-mates

lap, but this is where
Keselowski’s scheme
played out to perfection.
“I had this whole plan in
my head that if [ got into
that situation I knew [the
move] I wanted to pull,” he
said. “I went into Turn 3
high and broke the tandem.”
It was his second win in
10 Cup races, and should
mean he’s guaranteed a

Hendrick team-mates led
too: Jeff Gordon started
from pole but was taken
out during a huge mid-race
wreck sparked by a collision
between Aric Almirola

and Dave Blaney; Jimmie
Johnson worked his way to
the front from 19th but
retired with an overheating
engine; Dale Earnhardt Jr
was a regular at the front,

Matt Kenseth and Greg wild-card entry to the but was delaved when Denny
Biffle shot to the front. Chase even if he misses out  Hamlin (Gibbs Tovota) and
Kenseth had been the class  on a top-10 finish in points.  AJ Allmendinger (Penske

of the field, but he allowed Daytona 500 winner Dodge) clashed at the

1 SebastianVettel

N E DGE
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CURRENT
STANDINGS
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3 Jenson Button
4 Lewis Hamilton
5 FernandoAlonso < 18,660

2 MarkWebber

< 29,045
& 21,225
< 19,708
< 19,465

JOEY LOGANO BEATS KYLE BUSCH BY A WHISKER..
by just 0.034s in fact, as the Joe Gibbs Toyota man (18)

won at Talladega

in the Nationwide Series. Third went to
2011 champion Ricky Stenhouse Jr, who took the points lead.

WHAT HAPPENED THIS MWEEK

While Brad Keselowski scored his second Cup win of the year, Matt
Kenseth’s third spot moves him into the top 10 for the first time. His
team-mate Carl Edwards (9) falls a spot, meaning his seven-month
spell as the top NASCAR driver could end next weekend.

I To see the full list, visit castroldriverrankings.com
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Travel 2.2y

For the finest range of American motorhomes for sale or nire:

Visit www.stingraym/.::um, call 0870 241 5614
or emaill simun@stingray.Wnum

www.stingray .CoOm



NEW 30' Winnebago Aspect 30C
Triple slide. Sleeps 5 in 3 beds, cream
leather, TV + DVD + Satellite.
£95,000

stingray

_— - europe’'s leader in american

germany holland norway motorhome rental & sales

otingray RV is Europe’s largest RV dealer
wn:h hases N the UK, France, Sweden,
,.,, any, Halland & Norway

. —
L - -

2005 36' Monaco Knight 2007 33' Damon Daybreak 3270

Triple slide, cream leather Sleeps 6 in 3 Single slide, 22,000 miles, 2 Vs + DVD+
beds, 2 TVs+DVD+Satellite, 3,000 miles. CD, sleeps 6 in 4 beds, air conditioning.
£75,000 £55,000

We are currently taking bookings for all
British and European Motorsport events for 2012




New and improved
motorsport insurance

More competitive than last year

More flexible policy

Race weekend cover or an annual policy
No need to specify drivers or dates
Enhanced claims service

Instalment facility available

meuremotorsporecom BILEFN




INTERNATIONAL QUICK RESULTS RACE RATING A superb R2
RACES & RESULTS | - Winners Quaife-Hobbs/Varhau **%7r7c battle for the
AUTO GP - Pole Adrian Quaife-Hobbs .

Bxcaraeing () -> Fastest lap Quaife-Hobbs x 2 win made up for
R dng?T Han -> Points leader Quaife-Hobbs R1 non-contest

REPORTS

WORLD OF SPORT

AUTO GP NORLD SERIES HUNGARORING (H), MAY 5-6, RD 4/7

Quaife-Hobbs victorious again in Hungary

ADRIAN QUAIFE-HOBBS WAS
in irresistible form at the
Hungaroring. Sitting 1.4
seconds clear of the pack

in qualifying, the Auto GP

points leader sat out the rest
of the session, knowing that

having an extra set of

Kumho tyres for the race

would be a huge advantage.
So it proved in race

one as Quaife-Hobbs beat

team-mate Victor Guerin to

record the first one-two of
the vear for Super Nova.
Both of David Sears’
drivers made bad starts,
allowing Pal Varhaug and
Sergey Sirotkin to debate
the lead, but contact at the
last corner on lap one bent
the trackrod on the
Norwegian’s Virtuosi UK
car and gave Quaife-Hobbs
a gap through which he
squeezed before pulling
away to a 29s victory.
Sirotkin looked destined
for second, only for his
Euronova car to stop with
a gearbox failure four laps

from home. Misfortune then

e —

hit Manor MP’s Daniel de

Jong, whose Zytek engine

cut out during a late
mandatory stop. This handed
second to Guerin and third
to Campos’s Facu Regalia.
Regalia’s team-mate
Giuseppe Cipriani led the
early laps of race two, but
Varhaug and Quaife-Hobbs
overtook the 46-year-old
Italian in quick succession.
Unable to find a clear
passing opportunity on

track, Quaife-Hobbs
attempted to undercut at
the pitstops. Despite an
excellent 5.1s turnaround,
the tactic failed by the
slenderest of margins and
he finished 0.8s adrift.
Behind the wheel-to-
wheel battle at the head of
the field, Sirotkin produced
a masterly drive to rise
from 14th on the grid to
finish in third place.
® Peter Mills

"

AQ-H about to pass the battling
Sirotkin(l) and Varhaug(r)

RESULTS

Race 11 Adrian Quaife-Hobbs,

19 laps in 30m39.787s; 2 Victor
Guerin, +29.614s; 3 Facu Regalia;
4 Giancarlo Serenelli; 5 Pal Varhaug;
6 Giuseppe Cipriani. Race 2 1
Varhaug, 15 laps in 32m02.890s;
2 Quaife-Hobbs, +0.789s; 3 Sergey
Sirotkin: 4 Sten Pentus; 5 Chris
van der Drift; & Cipriani. Points

1 Quaife-Hobhs, 148; 2 Varhaug,
105; 3 Sirotkin, 88; 4 van der
Drift, 83; 5 Regalia, 52; 6 Sergio
Campana, 43.

V8 SUPERCARS BARBAGALLO (AUS), MAY 5-6, RD 4/14

Whincup takes advantage, despite FPR wins

JAMIE WHINCUP SNATCHED
back the lead of the V8
Supercar Championship
at Barbagallo, but not in
the manner expected. The
Triple 8 Holden driver’s pair
of runner-up spots and a
third place were enough
to push him ahead of Will
Davison in the points,
but it was the latter’s Ford
Performance Racing squad
that dominated.

Despite winning twice
with Davison and once with

Mark Winterbottom, FPR’s
weekend was not perfect. In
race one, Davison lasted only
a lap before he was involved
in a multi-car shunt and
was left with a lot of work
to do. At least he kept going,
unlike Garth Tander, who
made a hasty exit from his
burning Holden Racing
Team Commodore.

On Sunday, Davison ran
opposing tyre strategies in
the two races. He started
race two on softs and the

. Davison (8) closes in on Whincup

-

AT T R

T EOGEY BRIEATEH
- 1 II

" " o
X ...-'.-|1-:-r'u-'|:J AL

voodagrfon = (!
el [

later encounter on hards.
In what could turn out to
be the defining moment of
the season he came from
behind in race two to pass
Whincup and pull away

to a 3s win.

Lee Holdsworth (Stone
Brothers Ford) and 2011
Barbagallo winner Jason
Bright (Brad Jones Holden)
were the best of the rest,
while Craig Lowndes
(Triple 8) was perhaps
the man hardest done by
over the weekend.

Veteran Lowndes looked
to be in contention to win
race three, but a gain behind
a safety car, which appeared
to put him in the lead after a
speedy pitstop, was negated
when officials moved him
back in the queue. He
soldiered on to finish in

sixth place, behind Michael
Patrizi (Tekno Honda).
@ Phil Branagan

RESULTS

Race 11 Mark Winterbottom

(Ford Falcon FG), 50 laps in
52m48.802s; 2 Jamie Whincup
(Holden Commaodore VEII), +3.286s;
3 Craig Lowndes (Holden); 4 Lee
Holdsworth (Ford); 5 James Courtney
(Holden); & Tim Slade (Ford).

Race 2 1 Will Davison (Ford), 50
laps in 49m02.217s; 2 Whincup,
+2,920s; 3 Winterbottom (Ford);

& Fabian Coulthard (Holden): 5
Holdsworth: & Lowndes. Race 3

1 Davison, 50 laps in 50m38.309s;
2 Winterbottom, 0.495s; 3 Whincup;
4 Jason Bright (Holden); 5 Michael
Patrizi (Holden); 6 Lowndes.
Points 1 Whincup, 1095; 2 Davison,
1066; 3 Winterbottomn, 935; 4
Lowndes, 779; 5 Holdsworth, 737;

6 Shane van Gishergen, 695.

B = Ligier won in wet

IN BRIEF
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VW SCIROCCO-R CUP

Guest entrant Markus Winkelhock
used his ‘push-to-pass’ to move
by Jan-Hendrik Ubben on lap four
and win at Lausitz. Adam Gladysz
was third ahead of Ola Nilsson,
who lost his points lead to Ubben.

CARRERA CUP GERMANY

A win and a third place at Lausitz
moved Britain's Sean Edwards to
within touching distance of his
championship-leading team-mate
Rene Rast. Attempto driver Nicki
Thiim won race one.

GERMAN F3

Lotus duo Jimmy Eriksson and
Kimiya Sato won a race each as
the championship’s turbo era
began at Zandvoort. Yannick
Mettler (Performance Racing)
won the other.

ITALIAN F3

Sergey Sirotkin took his maiden
win at the Hungaroring, the
Euronova by Fortec driver beating
Patric Niederhauser (BVM) in
race three. Eddie Cheever Jr
(Prema) and Riccardo Agostini
(10} won the others.

V8 STOCK CARS

Caca Bueno converted pole
into a win at Velopark, the Red
Bull Chevrolet driver beating RC
team-mates Ricardo Mauricio
and Max Wilson to increase his
championship lead.

SPEED EUROSERIES

Avelon Wolf GBOS driver Tvan
Bellarosa made it three wins in
2012 in race one, while Pegasus
Ligier's Julien Schell and Frederic
Makowiecki won a wet race twao.
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WHITTLEBURY PARK IS OFFERING ALL
AUTOSPORT SUBSCRIBERS CAMPING FOR
THE BRITISH GRAND PRIX AT SILVERSTONE
IN THE RESERVED AUTOSPORT AREA, FOR
JUST £145 PER PLOT

For general enquiries or more information

call 01327 850071

campers are invited to join us for an
exclusive motorsport party night at 7.30pm on
Saturday, July 9th. Tickets are £17.50 per head, and
include a goodie bag plus the chance to win prizes in
our motorsport quiz, while enjoying complimentary
food and drink*

your plot and party night place visit

www.whittlebury.com

quoting your Autosport subscriber number.

a camping plot at Whittlebury
Park and subscribe to Autosport? Then call 01327
850071 to update your existing booking and join in the
fun! Places are limited, so book early to avoid
disappointment. Tickets for the party night must be
collected on arrival at the campsite.
*A food and drink voucher will be allocated to each participant
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INTERNATIONAL QUICK RESULTS_ _ RACE RATING Changeable REPORTS

RACES & RESULTS | -> Winners Wakisaka/Ishiura .8.2 S IR TE LY M EL RIS [/OR/ D OF SPORT
SUPER GT > Pole R_!ﬂ chhlg_am_l .

e > Fastest lap Ronnie Quintarelli an unpredictable

RdJZ /8 ’ - Points leaders Izawa/Yamamoto Super GT event

SUPER 6T FUJI (J), MAY 4, RD 2/8

SARD Lexus pair
deliver Fuji win

JUICHI WAKISAKA AND
Hiroaki Ishiura won the
second Super GT race of the
season at Fuji, mastering
damp conditions to come
home 12 seconds clear of
the chasing pack in their
SARD Lexus.

Rain hit as the drivers
were getting into their cars

on the grid, but with all
crews staying on slicks, the
opening laps were run
behind the safety car. Only
fifth-placed starter Kazuki
Nakajima opted to pit for
wets, and this proved
beneficial early on as he
carved through the field to
take his TOM'’s Lexus into

the lead. However, with the

rain stopping soon after, the
former Williams grand prix
driver had to switch back to
slicks on lap 26, which cost

time and positions.

This promoted the SARD
car, which had started in
third, into the lead, but
Wakisaka was under

pressure from the Impul
Nissan driven by Tsugio
Matsuda. Impul’s driver
change was swifter, allowing
Matsuda’s co-driver

Joao Paulo de Oliveira

to grab the lead.

More rain was to
decide the outcome of
the race, though, with the
Bridgestone rubber on
the GT-R not giving up
the same amount of grip in
the cold, damp conditions
as the Michelins on the
SC430. Oliveira pitted for
wets first, but, crucially,
Ishiura’s slicks were still
proving more adept in the
damp than Oliveira’s rubber,
meaning that when the rain
increased and the leader
was forced to switch to his
ownl wets, he did so without
losing the top spot.

Takuya Izawa/Naoki
Yamamoto took second In
their Kunimitsu Honda,
while NISMO Nissan duo

Lexus duo triumph in rain-affected Fuji enduro

Michael Krumm/Satoshi
Motoyama were third.

The GT300 class was
won by Ukyvo BMW duo
Nobuteru Taniguchi/
Tatsuya Katayoka, but more
significant was a huge crash
for ART Porsche driver Tim
Bergmeister, who was left in
intensive care after hitting
the pit exit barrier (see P&P).
® Jiro Takahashi

RESULTS

1 Juichi Wakisaka/Hiroaki
Ishiura (Lexus $C430), 110 laps
in 3h21m14.137s; 2 Takuya [zawa/
MNaoki Yamamoto (Honda H5V-010),
+12.055s; 3 Michael Krumm/Satoshi
Motoyama (Nissan GT-R); 4 Richard
Lyons/Kazuki Nakajima (Lexus);

5 loao Paulo de Oliveira/Tsugio
Matsuda (Nissan); 6 Toshihiro
Kaneishi/Kodai Tsukakoshi (Honda).
Points 1 [zawa/Yamamaoto, 30;

2 Yuji Tachikawa/Kohei Hirate, 23;
3 Wakisaka/lshiura, 22; 4 Krumm/
Motoyama, 19; 5 Kaneishi/
Tsukakoshi, 16; 6 Nakajima, 14.

SCANDINAVIAN TOURING CARS MANTORP PARK (5], MAY 4-5, RD 1/8

Double win for Superstar
Kristoffersson at Mantorp

Kristofferssonontop

JOHAN KRISTOFFERSSON
continued his Superstars-
winning form by
dominating the opening
STCC weekend of the year
at Mantorp Park.

Driving a Volkswagen
Scirocco run by his father
Tommy’s Kristoffersson
Motorsport squad, he
squandered pole in race one,
but passed Johan Stureson’s
similar car at one-third
distance and then Rickard
Rydell’s works Chevrolet.

In the second race,
Kristoffersson used the

torque advantage of his
biogas-powered Scirocco to
stay ahead of Rydell, who
looked faster in the twisty
middle sector.

Stureson was third in
both races, with series
newcomer Jordi Gene taking
a fourth and a sixth in
another VW.

@ Tege Tornvall

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Johan Kristoffersson,
(Volkswagen Scirocco), 15 laps in
20m40.620s; 2 Rickard Rydell
(Chevrolet Cruze), +4.232s: 3 Johan
Stureson (VW): 4 Jordi Gene (VW);
5 Patrik Olsson (VW): 6 Michel
Nykjaer (Chevy). Race 2

1 Kristoffersson, 15 laps in
20m33.712s; 2 Rydell, +0.424s;

3 Stureson; 4 Nykjaer; 5 Olsson;

6 Gene. Points 1 Kristoffersson,

50; 2 Rydell, 36; 3 Stureson, 30; 4
Nykjaer, 20: 5 Olsson, 20; 6 Gene, 20.

ADAC GT MASTERS ZANDVOORT (ML), MAY 5-6, RD 2/8

Corvette pairing take the spoils

DESPITE A 10-PLACE
penalty for overtaking
while red flags were out
during practice, Callaway
Competition duo Diego
Alessi and Daniel Keilwitz
took a brilliant win at
Zandvoort to move into
the series lead.

Alessi did the hard
work in climbing through
the field, while Keilwitz
was able to assume the
lead after the mandatory
driver changes and pull
away to beat DB BMW
duo Jeroen den Boer/
Simon Knap, who held off
the Frogreen Porsche of
Jeroen Bleekemolen/
Robert Renauer.

Maxime Martin and
Dino Lunardi looked set
to win race two before
their Alpina stopped with
a broken throttle spring.
That handed victory to

den Boer/Knap, with
Claudia Hurtgen/Dominik
Schwager right behind in
their similar 7.4.

® Rene de Boer

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Diego Alessi/Daniel
Keilwitz (Chevrolet Corvette
206), 35 laps in 1hOOMS56.370s; 2
Jeroen den Boer/Simon Knap (BMW
74); 3 Jeroen Bleekemolen/Robert
Renauer (Porsche 911 GT3 R); 4
Nico Verdonck/lesse Krohn (Ford
GT); 5 Dino Lunardi/Maxime Martin
(Alpina B&); 6 Ferdinand Stuck/

Keilwitz heads den
Boer to the flag

Johannes Stuck (Aston Martin
Vantage). Race 2 1 den Boer/
Knap, 35 laps in 1h00m54.868s;
2 Claudia Hurtgen/Dominik
Schwager (BMW), +3.721s;

3 Sehastian Asch/Maxi Gotz
(Mercedes SLS); 4 Christian
Aht/Carsten Tilke (Audi RS LMS
ultra); 5 Christian Nygaard/
Kristian Poulsen (Aston Martin):
6 AlessifKeilwitz. Points 1 Alessif
Keilwitz, 48; 2 den Boer/Knap,
47: 3 LunardifMartin, 47;

4 Asch/Gotz, 41; 5 Hurtgen/
Schwager, 36; 6 Nick Tandy/
Christian Engelhart, 35.
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ARAGON
m SPAIN

May 4-6
FR3.5
Round 1/9

AT A GLANCE

~» Race 1 Nick Yelloly

-? Race 2 Robin Frijns

~» Poles Arthur Pic x 2

~» Fastest laps Frijns/Pic

= pre——

Yelloly fever for
shock British win

No-one hﬂﬂ Ium on the list of pre-season favuuntes,

AS HE LIFTED THE WINNER'S
trophy, all of the trials and
tribulations of his 2011
season were forgotten. He
had led from start to finish,
barely put a wheel wrong
all race, and kept his cool
under intense pressure

in the closing stages.

You'd have thought this
could be the story of Jules
Bianchi’s start to the 2012
Formula Renault 3.5 season,
but it isn’t. It’s the tale of
Briton Nick Yelloly, who
beat the Frenchman to
start his season in style in
Aragon after finishing 21st
in the GP3 standings last
year. Surprised? So was he.

“I'm sure ['ve surprised
loads of people,” he said after
turning his front-row start
for the season opener into
victory. “After the season
we had last year, everyone
would have written me off,

58 autosport.com May 10 2012

but Nick Yelloly proved them all wrong at Motorland Aragon

—_———— s -

s

but we've proved them all
wrong. This is far bevond
what we expected coming
into this weekend, but

9

that’s fine with me!
Of course, Yelloly’s 2011

was not a complete disaster.

He joined the FR3.5 field
for the final six races of

the season and was a bit

of a revelation, qualifying
seventh or higher for four
of them, and scoring points
three times on his way to
14th in the championship.
So why the contrast?

“I don’t actually know
how to explain it,” he said.
“The GP3 car is unique to
drive because of the turbo
engine, and the first time I
jumped in the World Series
car I was fast. I'm not sure
what made the difference.”

Given their respective
reputations, it would have
been understandable for

Comtec Racing-run Yelloly
to crumble as Ferrari junior
and Force India F1 test
driver Bianchi closed in,
once he was past an ailing
Carlos Huertas for second.
But Yelloly didn’t put a
wheel wrong, and was
rewarded as Bianchi’s
engine developed a misfire
in the final couple of laps.
If Saturday’s results raised
a few eyebrows, the same
couldn’t be said for race
two on Sunday. Dutchman
Robin Frijns, the reigning

Sorensen grabs the

second-race lead
- v

Ty
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Formula Renault Eurocup
champion and dominant
force in pre-season testing,
won in style, stretching his
lead to 10 seconds over the
chasing pack before settling
down and cruising to the
flag. It was proof that his
testing form was genuine,
but he knew that already
after charging from 17th
(after a bad start) to fourth
in the first race.

“The car was good in race
trim yesterday as well,” said
the Fortec Motorsports man

Frijns made hisway upfromthirdto winth

esecond race
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Yelloly capitalised on slow start by Pic(yellow car)

after his win. “But today

we put it all together in
qualifying and I made a good
start. The car was great so

I could just pull away.”

Sam Bird salvaged a
second place from a tough
weekend as he and ISR work
to catch the pacesetters, but
the ex-GP2 racer had no
hesitation in admitting that
Frijns, who passed him for
second early in the race,
was “in a different world”,

But there were a couple
of drivers who could have
stolen the rookie’s thunder.
Marco Sorensen had been
leading the race comfortably
in the early stages, even
responding to match the
pace of Frijns when the
eventual winner got into
second place. But a throttle
problem left the Dane
coasting back to the pits,
ruining what Frijns expected



RACE RATING
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Both races had enough going
on, but Bianchi’s problem
robbed us of a nailbiting end

MILESTONE

Arthur Pic took double
pole for DAMS on team’s
first FR3.5 appearance
since the 2005 season

PICS: RENALILT-SRORT
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Bianchi:it's 'GP’ i e

to be “a very exciting fight”.
Meanwhile, Arthur Pic
took pole for both races, but
fluffed the start (easily done
with this new car) both
times. His first race ended
with an early crash thanks
to Jake Rosenzweig, but he
salvaged a podium from
race two, making up for
another poor getaway and
an error-filled opening lap.
“I have a very good car,”
Pic said after race two,
praising the efforts of series
returnee DAMS. “Maybe in
testing we weren’t as fast as
Robin — he was on his own.
But I think we had the edge
on speed this weekend.”
Pic’s impressive late-
race speed enabled him to
overcome Alexander Rossi,
who was grateful for some
points as Arden continues
to make up for lost track
time in testing, and Kevin

—.._,_";:__._m

gloomalloveragain St =

Korjus, who put up a
phenomenal fight in the
battle for the final podium
place. So much so that even
Bird acknowledged that the
Estonian had made his life
easier by delaying Pic.

So with the expected
names starring on Sunday,
what of Bianchi? After his
near-win on Saturday, his
weekend then took on an
all-too-familiar catastrophic
theme. Not only was he
excluded from race one
(which his team, Tech 1
Racing, has appealed), but
his engine wouldn’t fire on
the grid for race two, leaving
him to start from the pits.
Then came a drive-through
penalty because his
mechanics were on the
grid when the formation
lap began. So much for a
change of series bringing
a change in fortune. ®

Red Bull-backed
Russian Daniil Kvyat
dominated the

opening weekend of the
Formula Renault Eurocup with
twovictoriestoimmediately
establish a significant
championship lead.

Kvyat, who was third in the
2011standings, setthe tonefor
the weekend by taking pole
position for the first round. He
was in control until spots of rain
meant he had to be cautious,
allowing star newcomer Nyck
de Vriestoclosein.

But before the Dutchman
could pose areal threat to the
leader, the safety car was
brought out when Hans Villemi
somersaulted through the air
after making contact with
Daniel Cammish atthe first
corner. The Estonian wasunable
toextract himself fromthe car,
and during the safety car period
the heavens opened. Withjust
acouple of minutes left on the
clock and everyone onslick
tyres, the organisers took the
decisiontored-flagtherace,
handing Koiranen Motorsport-
run Kvyat the win.

Race two was more
straightforward, although
Kvyat did have to put abold

REPORT
FR3.5 ARAGON

GLENN FREEMAN
reports

Kvyat starts the seasonin style

move on polesitter Oscar Tunjo
inthe opening corners. From
there,he was able to edge
away fromthe Colombian,
who admitted that he made
mistakeseverytime hetriedto
match the pace of the leader.
De Vries continued his
impressive weekend - he only
made his carracingdebutin
the recent FRenault NEC event
at Hockenheim - by taking
third, but he was penalised
post-race afteritemerged that
he had spun onthe warm-up
lap and retaken his position too
late. That cost him secondin

the points, giving Kvyatan

even bigger lead leaving Spain.

Britain’s Oliver Rowland
battled handling issues all
weekend. His Fortecteam,
after exhausting every other

possible cause, suspected that
his chassis had sustained
damageina pre-season testing
crash. Still, the 2011 McLaren
AUTOSPORT BRDC Award
winner came away with some
solid points, salvaging sixth
inrace one from 12th onthe
grid, and eighth inrace two
having started 15th.

RESLUILTS

Race 1 1 Daniil Kvyat, 8 laps in
17m00.571s; 2 Nyck de Vries,
+0.678s; 3 Stoffel Vandoorne; 4
Norman Nato; 5 Paul-Loup Chatin;
6 Oliver Rowland. Race 2 1 Kvyat,
14 laps in 27m25.242s; 2 Oscar
Tunjo, +2.221s; 3 de Vries; 4 Nato;
5 Vandoorne; 6 Esteban Ocon.
Points 1 Kvyat, 50; 2 Vandoorne,
27: 3 Nato, 27; 4 de Vries, 18,

5 Tunjo, 18; 6 Rowland, 12.

Kvyat made hay
at opening round

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RE SU LTS Formula Renault 3.5 Series, round 1 of 9, Motorland Aragon (E), May 5-6

RACE 1 GRID RACE 1 - 25 LAPS, B3.015 MILES RACE 2 GRID

=5 POS  NAMI TEAN
140,027 YRy 1 Nick Yelloly (GB) Comtec Racing
s L1581 2 Jules Bianchi (F)* Tech 1 Racing
140,170 TSTRRAWAY 3 Kevin Magnussen (DK} Carlin
T 4  Robin Frijns (NL] Fortec Motorsports
L:d0.266  Teoemowere 0 LCarlos Huertas (CO) Fortec Motorsports
e 6  Nicolay Martsenko (RUS) BVM Target
140385 TwOE 7 Will Stevens [GB) Carlin
Si 1:40.419 8  Marco Sorensen (DK) Lotus (Gravity-Charouz)
40,83  ToyowE 9  Andre Negrao (BR) International Draco Racing
T 10 Sam Bird (GB) ISR
1:40.682 TTRRImE 11 Zoel Amberg (CH) Pons Racing
e L:40.726 12 Lucas Foresti (BR) DAMS
401l Troeresme 13 Vittorio Ghirelli (1) Comtec Racing
T 14  Anton Nebylitskiy (RUS) Team RFR
:40. 776 T 15 Lewis Williamson (GB) Arden Caterham
17 STEVENS  [:40.785 16 Yann Cunha (BR] Pons Racing
St 17 Walter Grubmuller (A) Pl Motorsport
19 MaghusseN 40961 18 Daniil Move (RUS) P1 Motorsport
:40-586 50 NEGRAD R Mikhail Aleshin (RUS) Team RFR
2 e WLE R Jake Rosenzweig (USA) TSR
-~ Fff'ﬂf“ E irthurHF‘iE I[FEEE] gmsh 1 Ra
23 VENTURINI evin Korjus ec cing
b 24 FORESTI R Richie Stanaway (NZ) Lotus (Gravity-Charouz)
L e R Giovanni Venturini (I) BVM Target
LALSTE  ZEEim R NicoMuller (CH] International Draco Racing
o220 R Alexander Rossi (USA) Arden Caterham

[ IM GXID T
46m55.350s i 139,09 e
+|.675s 5 e L+ 39,480
+]12.543s 19 139,524 T3mD
+]17.855s 12 ) 1:29.811
+18.761s i 139622 oRIE
+]0.385 14 ST 1140.038
+2]1.827s 17 LALOGE s
+22 5625 16 T 1:40.059
+24 5698 20 Lyt
+25.0663 9 TR 1:40.221
+26,054s 18 B
+78.867s 24 T 1:40. 255
+36.584s 15 L4048 TTvouE
+37.709s 75 T4 T L140.574
«40.272s 22 1:40.597 T
+40.586s 26 L7 ALESHIN 140699
-1 'Lap 11 L:dil, 745 T3 T
-3 laps 10 o AmEERc L :40.755
17 laps-engine 21 '40-B ZosmEvens
T laps-accident 4 21 VENTURINI il
6 laps-accident | oLl fa mm
| lap-accident 3 T?dﬂl'lhl;gﬂm S
0 laps-accident 4 o S NILLLAGH
0 laps-accident 23 e La4l.271
0 laps-spin B Ledl. 306 S5 FUNHA
1:41,983

0 laps-accident |3

R CHAMPIONSHIP TABLES
POS  DRIVER TTHE /REASON GRID POS DRIVER FT5
1 Frijns 46m38.013s 3 1 Frijns a7
2 Bird +9,908s 4 2 Yelloly 25
3 Pic +10.898s | 3 Bird 19
4 Korjus +15.787s b 4  Bianchi 18
5 Rossi +21.180s 15 b= Magnussen 15
b Stanaway +23.843s 11 5= Pic 15
[ Move +33. 6025 14 7 Korjus 12
B Stevens +39.995g 20 8  Huertas 10
Q Venturini +46.07/9s 21 9  Rosst 10
10 Negrao +46.623s 25 10 Stevens 10
11  Aleshin +47,346s 17 .
12 Huertas  +47.869s 5 =T al
13 Bianchi  +51.700s 7 1 FortecHotorsports 47
14  Nebylitskiy +55.57s 27 ¢ TechlRacing 30
15  Martsenko  +56.528s 2e 3 EMU?E Hacing &
16 Amberg  +Im02.589s g ki 23
17 Ghirelli  +Im20.057s 6 2 AR 19
18 VYelloly  +lm39.983s** ¥ I
R Grubmuller 13 laps-stuck ingear § KEY *car excluded, results
R Sorensen 10 laps-throttle 2 provisional due to appeal
R Cunha 9 laps-spin 76 ** 20-second penalty
R Nilliamson 1 lap-spin 24 HHEE IWinﬂ er's average SpEf'_E'I:J:
R Magnussen 0 laps-accident 10 1!3-::-152m ph. Fastestlap: Frijns,
R Rosenzweig U laps-accident 12 1mg 1.5??.' 5, llFl'.ﬁE:-Elrn[Jh_

s Race 2 Winner'saverage speed:
R Muller 0 laps-accident 9 115.354mph. Fastest lap: Pic,
R Foresti 0 laps-accident 18 1m41.376s,117.919mph.
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AT A GLANCE
~» Race 1 Yvan Muller
-» Race 2 Norbert Michelisz
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Michelisz: a mighty Magyar

READERS OF 0ZZY
Osbourne’s Sunday
newspaper medical-advice
column may be familiar
with the story of a severely
injured Everest climber who
believed he was saved from
death by nothing more than
the mysterious chants of
his Himalayan Sherpas.
While the tale left
Osbourne unconvinced,
events at the Hungaroring’s
World Touring Car round

Hungary hasn’t had much to be excited about as far as
home-grown motorsport heroes are concerned. Until now!

"-—_l.‘.

last Sunday could cause
sceptics to reconsider.
Protracted cries of “Norbert!
Norbert! Norbert!” around
the natural amphitheatre
ahead of the reversed-grid
race two preceded local

hero Norbert Michelisz
making an almost uncanny,
superhuman getaway.

Even allowing for the
superior traction of his
rear-wheel-drive BMW, the
Zengo Motorsport man

2 Targuinifinds his
S room running out

executed an outstanding flier
from fifth on the grid to lead
into Turn 1. Presented with
an open road, Michelisz
zoned out the fervour of

a 52,000-strong crowd to
score his second reversed-
grid WTCC victory.

The welcome reception
included an offbeat slowing-
down lap marked by dancing,
bowing and worshipping
marshals. After being
mobbed exiting his car in
parc ferme, Michelisz was
recduced to an emotional
state. “I can’t believe this,”
said the Independents’
Trophy racer. “Hungary has
a strong sporting tradition in
Olympic sports, but certainly
not in touring car racing.
This is really unexpected.”

Alain Menu’s factory RML-
run Chevrolet Cruze had led
the pursuit. The Swiss racer’s

—

-

progress to the front was
delayed by spending four laps
behind the fourth-placed
Tuenti Racing SEAT of Tiago
Monteiro. The former grand
prix driver’s car demonstrated
strong straight-line pace,
forcing Menu to stage an
unorthodox pass.

Monteiro’s team-mate
Pepe Oriola held second over
the opening laps. But the
Spanish teenager’s position
appeared fragile owing to the
intimate attentions of an
inspired Mehdi Bennani.

The Moroccan was enjoying
the strongest run of his
WTCC career, the sudden
turnaround in fortunes
apportioned to a fresh engine
installed in his Proteam
BMW at the preceding
meeting in Slovakia.

The deadlock for second
was broken when Bennani

...before Michelisz
provided local joy

outbraked Oriola into Turn 1
and subsequently drifted
wide on the exit to delay
both men. A grateful Menu
took advantage to snatch the
runner-up position, but the
Swiss veteran ran out of laps
in which to close down a
4.4s deficit to Michelisz.

“I don’t think I've ever
seen a reaction from a crowd
like that,” said Menu. “Even if
I only finished second, I'll
remember the emotion of
being on the podiwm for a
long time. [ can assure vou,
if ever ] won a race in
Switzerland, people would
never respond that way!”

Amid the Michelisz mania,
1t was easy to overlook
Zengo’s second Hungarian,
Gabor Weber. The 40-vear-
old received only fleeting
screen time when his crash
with returnee James




REPORT

RACE RATING MILESTONE WTCC HUNGARORING
8. & GRS First appearance of

Home hero fired up the best
atmosphere of the season,
but races weren’t classics

It's probably not
Hungarianriesling

Thompson was broadcast
(see panel). Weber earned a
drive-through for the clash.
Menu’s pleasure at being
the highest-placed factory
Cruze in race two was in

but continued in second.
Menu also counted
himself fortunate to escape
the first-corner melee. A
broken wheelrim was the
only legacy of boisterous

Lada in World Touring
Car Championship
since Macau 2009

PETER MILLS
reports

Thompson’s Lada gives food for thought

Expectations among
the Lada Sport team
were measured

ahead of the race debut of
the Granta Sport WTCC car.
The new machine arrived
at the Hungaroring having
completed just a half-hour
shakedown at Magny-Cours,
but Viktor Shapovalov’s team
worked wonders to prepare
the car only four months after
the start of the project.
Lada’s appointment at the

package, for which Lada’s
WTCC programme is intended
to act as a showcase.

Despite the minimal
preparation, the Granta
proved a promising package.
Without fuel-pressure
difficulties, Thompson felt
confident a top-10 qualifying
position had been achievable.
Rising temperatures forced
him to park up in the opening
race, and development miles
were again cut in race two

laps in anger at all,” said
Thompson, “so we're pleased
with our starting position on
one-lap pace. The rest of it is
getting the niceties of making
it last for a race. Given that,
at the moment, some of
the fundamentals are not
operating correctly, we have
good potential. It’s now a
matter of making them work
properly and then developing
the weak areas.”

While Thompson believes

contrast to his mood after a jostling with Michelisz and Hungaroring was decided on, through the intervention points are unrealistic at the

traffic-interrupted qualifying. Darryl O’Young’s Special in part, due to the presence of the overenthusiastic team’s final confirmed WTCC
The front row for the Tuning SEAT Leon. of the Granta Cup one-make Gabor Weber. outing at Algarve, such a

rolling start was occupied Hong Kong racer O"Young series on the support “We haven’t done many result would not be a shock.

by Menu’s title rival
team-mates, championship
leader Yvan Muller and Rob
Huff. Fourth qualifier
Tarquini threatened to break
the Chevrolet stranglehold
on the run to Turn 1. But,
turning in from an outside
line, the Slovakia Ring
winner was thrust two
wheels off the ground after
sharp contact with Huff.
Chevy’s closest threat was
immediately eliminated as
the 2009 World Champion
limped his Lukoil SEAT Leon
into the pits to retire at the
completion of the opening
lap. Huff suffered misaligned
rear camber in the impact

rejoined into the path of an
unfortunate Franz Engstler.
The damage proved costly
tor both parties. The Team
Engstler mechanics were
only able to complete 9o per
cent of the repairs ahead of
the German assuming his
race-two reversed-grid pole.

The Chevrolet formation
run at the front was briefly
spiced up when Muller
kicked up dirt and track
debris at the last corner on
lap five. The chasing Huff
momentarily lost ground,
but covered his inside line
from Menu’s advances at
the following Turns 1 and 2
to secure the position. %

Thompsonwasin
sniffing distance of Q2
—
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RACE 2 - 12 LAPS, 32.667 MILES

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

GRID RACE 1
2 HUFF

T HALLER POS DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR TIHE GRIT PDS DRIVER TIHE GRID P05 DRIVER ol B
1:54. 770 1:34.503 1 Yvan Muller (F) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T 23m23.462s | 1 Michelisz 23m37.603s 5 1 Muller 180
roami Ties | 2 Rob Huff (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T  +1.259s 2 2 Menu +1.805s 8 2 Menu 157
1:55.004  1:54.93 3 Alain Menu (CH) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T  +1.759s 3 3 Bennani +4.998s 6 3 Huff 150
e w4 Mehdi Bennani (MA) Proteam Racing BMW 320 TC +10.983s 5 4 Oriola +6,2218 2 4 Tarquini 97
1:55.322  1:55.205 5 Tiago Monteiro (P) SUNRED (Tuenti) SEAT Leon 1.6T +15.206s 7 5 Monteiro +8.020s 4 3 Coronel 97
—— ——— 6 TomCoronel (L) ROAL Motorsport BM 320 TC +15.7865 21 6 Tarquini +8.641s 7 bMchelisz s
1:55.768  1:55.342 7 MNorbert Michelisz (H)  Zengo Motorsport BMW 320 TC +16,480s & T Huff +9.077s 9 7 Oriola 69
8 Pepe Oriola (F) SUNRED (Tuenti] SEAT Lean WTCC +16.971s 9 8 d'Aste +10.139s 14 8 d'Aste 39
Do (a9 Alex MacDowall (GR) Bamboo-Engineering Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T  +18.106s 11 9 Engstler +11.067s | 9 Engstler 36
10 Gabor Weber (H) Zengo Motorsport BMW 320 TC +20,950s 15 10 Muller +11.572s 10 10 Bennani 35
oot |eChML 11 James Nash (GB) Arena Motorsport Ford Focus S2000 TC  +24.446s 12 1l MacDowall  +13.174s 1
12 Pasguale di Sabatino (I) Bamboo-Engineering Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T  +26.296s 17 12 Coronel +15.438s 20
1 THETOM LiNASE | 13 AlhertoCerqui (1) ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC +26.493s 20 13 0’Young +19.695s 3 POS DRIVER PT3
14 Aleksei Dudukalo (RUS)  Lukoil Racing Team SEAT Leon WTCC +30,396s 16 14 Chilton +22.5568 18 I Oriola 74
16 OO LsWEBER | |5 Tom Chilton (GB) Arena Motorsport Ford Focus S2000 TC  +31.116s 18 15 diSabatino  +23.189s 17 2 Michelisz 67
4k i 16 Charles Ng (PRC) Team Engstler BMW 320 TC +31.897s 22 16 Dudukalo +23.644s 16 3 d'Aste o8
{ﬂglﬂlﬂ :?Eﬁ}'!m 17 Stefanod’Aste (I) Wiechers-Sport BMW 320 TC -3 laps 13 IT Weber +45.913s 15
o o R James Thompson (GR) Lada Sport Lada Granta Sport 7laps-o'heating |4 18 Cerqui +1m50.928s 19 MANUFACTURERS
aocerqul  19poarowaN  NC  Franz Engstler (D) Team Engstler BMW 320 TC -8 laps 10 19 Mash 10 laps- lost power 12 POS  MANUFACTURER PTS
o6 A ASE0 NE Darryl 0’ Young (PRC) Special Tuning Racing SEAT Leon WTCC -9 laps 8 R Thompson | lap-accident 21" 1 Chevrolet 415
N6 Ziommer | R Gabriele Targuini (I)  Lukoil Racing Team SEAT Leon WTCC 1 lap-acc damage 4 R Mg 1 lap-acc damage 13 ¢ BMW Customer 278
1236, 387% 1:36.625°° | B Tom Boardman (GB) Special Tuning Racing SEAT Leon TDT 0laps-accident 19 NS Boardman accident damage 22" 3 SEAT Customer 262

Racel Winner's average: 83.72mph. Fastestlap: Muller, iIm55.937s, B4.52mph. Race 2 Winner's average: 82.89mph. Fastest lap: Michelisz, Im56.714s, B3.96mph. *grid penalty. ** times disallowed.
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eet the favourite for
this vear’s GP3 Series
title. That’s a pretty
hefty tag to place on
a 17-vear-old, but
it’s one that Mitch Evans appears to be
dealing with very well on the eve of this
weekend’s season opener at Barcelona.
The stock response to this is often to
declare that yvou're not thinking about
such things, that vou’re just doing vour
best and taking it race by race. Evans has
his own variation on those lines, but is
more than prepared to acknowledge the
expectation he is racing under this vear.
“Obviously there is a bit of a target on
my back,” the New Zealander savs with a
hint of a chuckle under his breath. “It’s
all good saying that, but I’ve still got to
do the job. I'm ready for the challenge.”
On the eve of a new campaign, drivers
also often shy away from questions
about the pressure they are under. But
once again Evans cuts to the chase,
speaking with an honest and frank
approach that he has surely picked
up from his mentor, Mark Webber.
“There’s a lot of expectation,” he
admits. “Obviously I've been told
I need to perform this vear, and if
I don’t perform then it means I'm
not meant to be here.”

Webber is more than just a mentor to
the voung Kiwi, who made his debut on
the European racing scene last vear after
cutting his teeth by starring in various
categories back home and in Australia.

Evans drives for a team co-owned
by the Red Bull racer, hence the name
MW Arden. But this isn’t one of
those relationships where the F1 star
occasionally meets up with his protege
to spin him some cliches about how
to make it in the sport. The two train
together everv day (when Webber’s
schedule allows for it), and Evans is very
appreciative of the help he has received
from the multiple grand prix winner.

“I see quite a bit of him,” says the
teenager. “He’s just down the road from
me which is very handy, and he’s alwavs
just a phone call away if I need anything.
We train together when we can, but a lot
of the time we just chill out, have a chat
if I'm wondering about something, or
maybe plav a bit of Xbox.

“He’s helped me a lot, guiding me
along the way, which has been fantastic.
He’s been keeping me very disciplined,
which is something he is a great
example of. It’s just little things, a lot
of off-track stuff to make sure I'm in
the right frame of mind and fully
prepared for evervthing.”

While Evans was back home in New
Z.ealand over the winter, Webber was
“just over the water” in Australia, and
the two had their own training week in
January in between a few outings for
Evans in the Tovota Racing Series that
he has twice won in the past. Webber
even stopped off in New Zealand after
the Malaysian Grand Prix, and now
bhoth are back at their UK bases for

“I see quite a bit of Mark Webber.
We train together but a lot of

the time we just chill out, have a
chat or maybe play a bit of Xbox™

the bulk of the 2012 campaign.

While the F1 circus got on with
its early flvaway races, Evans had a
pre-season testing programme to get
through in GP3. Nobody stood out to
begin with but, when the teams turned
up at Silverstone for the last two days of
running before this weekend’s Spanish
Grand Prix-supporting opening round,
Evans and MW Arden pulled the trigger
and laid a marker for the season,
going fastest on both days.

“Testing went reasonably well, we just
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PICS: GIBSON, STALEY/GP3

learned a bit in the first few tests and
then put it into practice at Silverstone,”
he says, rather ominously. “We’re pretty
happy going to Barcelona, so we’ve just
got to make sure we do all the right
things, not try to be too clever, and put
evervthing in place when it counts.”

There has been a bit for Evans to
learn ahead of his second season in GP3,
as the rules have changed to allow teams
more freedom with downforce levels in
practice and qualifying, although they
still have to run the 2011-spec low wing
levels for the races. For Evans, who only
has a handful of top-line F3 starts to
his name, learning to drive with more
downforce has been a priority.

“I've had to get used to the high
downforce, and we’ve tweaked the car
a bit to compensate for that,” he says.
“It all seemed to work pretty well, and
we’ve got a pretty good baseline for the
low downforce because we had mega
pace last vear. We've ticked all the boxes
over testing, so we’re coming in well
prepared for Barcelona.”

That sort of confident talk, along
with an acceptance of the level of
expectation placed upon him this
vear, suggests that Evans will lose
little sleep over any targets put on
his back this vear. #

: Age 17

: 2007 Sthin
New fealan
Formula First
(Formula Vee)

. 2008 2nd in New
- Zealand Formula
 Ford (6 wins)

: 2009 2nd in

- Australian Formula

- Ford; races in

- AustralianF3and
- Toyota Racing Series :
- 2010 Toyota Racing °
- Series champion

(3 wins), 2nd

in Australian

F3 (8 wins)

2011 Sth in GP3

(1 win), Toyota
Racing Series
champion (7 wins),
selected races in
British F3 and
FIA F3 Trophy

2011: MISSED OPPORTUNITY

The day after his 17th birthday, Mitch
Evans found himself atop the GP3 table.
It happened almost by accident: his
rookie season was just five races old and
he was at the top of a tree including all
sorts of hot prospects with far deeper
CVs than his. He had already taken an
assured race win in his second meeting
(Barcelona). The sky was the limit.

But that was as good as it got. Evans
picked up no points at Silverstone (partly
due to a race-one throttle problem), and
at the Nurburgring his MW Arden team

Tyre blunder wasted
Nurburgring pole

" GP3 PREVIEW
MITCH EVANS

squandered his pole position by not
having his tyres fitted to the car in time.
A rookie error led to a crash in Hungary.
The early-season momentum was gone,
“I don't think our pace went away,”
says Evans. “A lot of things went wrong
and the results [ninth in the series] don’t
show what we could have done. I don’t
think we dropped off, we just didn’t get
the opportunities to show our pace.
“There's a lot of little things we can
take last year and learn from, and
we’ll put that right.”

- -..Fll"



PICS: GIBSON, STALEY, KALISZ/GP3

GP3 PREVIEW
DRIVER/EVENT GUIDE

ART-run Lotus squad
looking for hat-trick

.

2011

PREVIOUS CHAMPIONS

Valtteri Bottas (ART)

2010

Esteban Gutierrez (ART)  calendar for first time 22

Monacois onthe GP3

b

£

GP3

preview
2012
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WHERE TO WATCHON TV

Just like big brother GP2, this

year’s GP3 coverage comes
as part of Sky Sports F1’s live
race weekend coverage.

GP3 2012 CALENDAR

fﬁ May 12-13

Barcelona, Spain

May 25-26

Maonte Carlo, Monaco
June 23-24

Valencia (street), Spain
july 7-8

Silverstone, Great Britain
july 21-22
Hockenheim, Germany
july 28-29
Hungaroring, Hungary
September 1-2

Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium
1%..\ Monza, Italy

ONES TO WATCH

Antonio Felix da Costa (Carlin)

[t's a surprise to see the Portuguese back for another
crack at GP3, given that he has never been that fond of
the car's characteristics. But he is a race winner in the
category and vastly experienced at this level now.

Daniel Abt (ART)

After a difficult season in the F3 Euro Series with
Signature, he's hopping into a car that’s as close as
possible to a guaranteed winner. The German went well
in the end-of-2011 tests so will expect to start strong.

Conor Daly (ART)

Daly had a baptism of fire as he got used to relentless
European racing last year in a fiercely competitive GP3
field, and his improvement over the year was easy to
miss. Deserves his second chance: no excuses at ART.

Aaro Vainio (ART)

Another of Nicolas Todt's charges, the Finn moves

into the team co-owned by his manager after a tough
rookie season at Tech 1. Showed promise last year, but
suffered when team lost lead driver Andrea Caldarelli.

Kevin Ceccon (Trident Racing)

The talk over the winter was of the Italian teenager
trying to land a seat in F1, so guite how he ended up
stepping from a GP2/Auto GP dual campaign to GP3
is a mystery. As Auto GP champion he should do well.

Tamas Pal Kiss (Atech CRS GP)

Like Vainio, the Hungarian was settling in nicely at Tech
1, and had an early win, when Caldarelli left for Japan
and the team found itself lacking direction. Atech had
a tough 2011, so he will need to lead it forwards.
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x -IJ. _ll.-ll_ ._I|..J--'|-1"

THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM
www.gprdirect.com

Manufacturers of bespoke
Spit Nnm aloy wheels

www.imagewheels.co.uk

P A T

TO ADVERTISE IN THE WEB DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL
02018267 5865 OR EMAIL: autosport.ads@haymarket.com

WEB DIRECTORY
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RL 2000

£4,900 + vat

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

www.woodfordtrailers.com sales@woodfordtrailers.com

RL 3000

£5,950 + vat

! e
”! =11r~i:_' (
S | el — : workshop and living quarters.
e _ . ' .- S
i F F, o % '.i
2y pt \

4.0mt High Fixed Double Deck Race Car Transporter Trailer.
Ideal for European Use. Ready for internal conversion for

2007 Gray & Adams Triaxle trailer, Painted
White, Fixed Top Deck 1600mm high.

Full MOT, 2 tonne car tail lift.
£20,000 ONO. |

Full internal conversions and livery can be
completed to your specifications.

optonal colowr finishes shown

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270 812402 Dave Mob 07795 647824. Landline 0161 494 9241.

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

S L - i iSaa~- 5 N | .
stingra e

aihn™ I l = gray e e f=="1

uk france sweden germany holland nerway

europe s leader in american
motorhome rental & sales

We are very pleased
to announce that we
are now Winnebago s

Main dealer for Europe

Europe’s Official
Main Dealer

For the finest range of American
motorhomes for sale or hire:
VISIC www.stingray?ﬂ/_‘;’:um.

call 0870 241 5614 or

emall simun@stingrayWnum

www.stingray .Com



Highest approval rating

During 2012 all new trailers sold across Europe must be manufactured to
an approved European standard of construction and design.

' WEB DIRECTORY

Brian James Trailers have attained the highest level of European Whole
Vehicle Type Approval for each of our trailer types.
Owning a new Brian James Trailer has always guaranteed qualification,
now it puts you in pole position.
Race Tra nSpQrtEr For the first time possibilities exists for racers to specify a high quality, robust transportation
trailer incorporating full race meeting workshop facilities. Choose from an extensive range
of trailer sizes and capacities, then select the support equipment you need to suit

requirements. Race Transporter trailers all feature new light panel
v constructions and advanced new, lightweight chassis.

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Clubman & Clubman Tilt-bed

For a generation the Clubman range has g
defined value for money and choice. The latest R
designs feature many enhacements
that all users will benefit
from.

MARKETPLACE  RACE & RALLY CARS

|

Clubman - Tiltbed model 100-0510
4.3 m (14ft) Long, 1.90m (6ft 3) wide

e —— o 2000 Kg gross capacity
i s Range from £ 1,809 plus vat

Visit the Brian James Trailers web site at
www.brianjames.co.uk for full pricing details of the
product range and our extensive national dealer network.

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833

Models shown may feature optional equipment
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
GreatlValueYAmericanlMotoromes

P =
: Gulf Stream Conquest Classic,
V10 Ford Triton C-class, Petrol
e , (15 miles per gallon), 30ft, 2000

HOSPFITALITY :r:g, unlyszz.ooﬁ bn;i;a. End .

x i edroom, ert settee
For Hire or possibly for sale: dinette, onboard generator, air
con, levelling jacks, fully loaded,
tow bar. Great vehicle for going
racing £16,950 ..... will be at
Oulton Park on 12th May.

The above company has available to

hire on some dates during 2012 a 16 mtr
Articulated Hospitality Unit. This vehicle is
fully self contained with a full commercial
kitchen, central office and lounge area.
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Exterior flooring, chairs etc also included

Stuart or Diana Spires

Mobile: 44 7768 256824
Email: studispires@helmns

Anyjpartiex{considered,
@MUz 0161 222 8382 / 07758 562 224 / 07432 655 373

cvielivercoruk

RACE & RALLY CARS

with primary Smtr awning and secondary Georgey Boy Cruise Master

g 4mtr to second side if required. Suitable for 311t, slideout, 7.4 Cheverolet
o ::':f““’ Sponsors/er as & ikace Centre with LP gas conversion,

" ' 1997, only 42,000 miles. End
B’ Hospitality service can be provided by this bedroom, 6 berth bed settee,
~ company with over 30 years experience dinette lounge settee slideout,
ey at all levels of motorsport including F1, generator, air con, tow bar etc
s "'"FHHE; ';3“5 E:;:“" references can be £13950. Must be the cheapest
o P PR slideout motorhome on the

= For further details contact U,
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DRIVES AVAILABLE

DRIVE AVAILABLE AT MONACO GP HISTORIQUE
[] Hal:a winnlnu Surlons 'I’S 16 Formula 1 l:ar

E ging fully rebuilt for 2012
earbax full g:l bunlt Late 201
ll orwh

I:':-;z'. car h.;a:?. wal '.-4=.1 for nothing

Many Pole Position in Britcar 201

Many race wins in Brtcar 2010

Lar not used in 2011

British &1 GT3b car

Britcar Class 2

GT Trophy

BT Gy

Pirelli Ferrari Open

This car is ready to go for 2012

From E4000 (test)

Genuine BMW 2009 Chasis. No 012 from 16 Run by championship team Mirage Engineering

made Surtees TS16 04 is probably the The best and most
ﬂfﬁ:&:}m AT S —— competitive Surtees in its class available anywhere in the
Carbon doors, and carbon rool world! Podium finishes twice at Monaco several wins, fastest
E'.“i‘l? E#IWFSWD#EW laps and pole positions. Fully rebuilt: tub, suspension, gearbox,
ns 5. \ . E T 1
Lono ol ooty oo powerful zero mile short stroke engine, you name it, it's had it
GenuineBMW M3 GT4 Specifiaction throughout done! _
Fastest car & BMW in FP2 at ScﬂaFm Zanafort One of the best cars available today with impeccable
twice, and competitive race pace Finished 4th
from the back of the grid in the tast round of the provanance.
E““u'f“’t' ’-""n’:“n'-;""““’l ::Lm —— On the button and ready to win again!
. y 0 run and se a
. ﬁﬂm“;';m”m“ fe-spray with Race or test Masters, HFO or Derek Bell
Spares package included for a quick sale. (i, For sale with Monaco entry or will consider renting to right driver.
Tel: 0845 1214656 f:: ﬁmqr‘“ steering rack, and @12x 10 : : : ‘
ROROITEERRR - - e s g e o e 1 Email: perkinsracing@btinternet.com
WWW.mngho. co. uk W S . Y
.;'_f'||'.'_..l_|ill'1'_‘h'|||"'i . O Lk fﬁ?.mﬂ'm'ﬂ 0'. ContaCt Chrls Gn ] 07831 665 247
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MARKETPLACE

Sales
Spares

Official UK distibutors of the E-Z UP Instant Shelter
The Drigmal stnca 1983! 1.5m x 1.5m to 6m x 6m Hex.
= B . i

s 17 Accessories
> Custom Printing
a B

22 colours - plain or printed - sidewalls - railskirts
Standard colours from stock - next day UK delivery

Get behind the wheel at one of
Britain's best loved tracks.

28.06.12

Places limited, buzz expected,

HAMILT(/.')

(f Jffr’ LTD

Specialists in Race & Rally Marquees and Accessories

finding satisfaction in other
models afterwards doubtful.

Smfr Shaﬂ'e Instant Race & Rally Marquees
SfeeI u::r,tw{:r}f frames to suit HJ'J'E?UGQEIS Sizes from 22x 2.2 m fo E m Herag{:rn From £185 inc Vat

Once you've experienced it,
there’s no going back.

Enter at realdeal86.co.uk

Tiyre Transport Cases - Tyre Hillclimb Jackets - Indoor & Outdoor Car Covers
Minilite wheels - Motordrive Seats and Much More...

W: wvm.hamiItungmup{rnline,mm E: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk T: +44(0)118 973 7300
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Admlral MultiCar

More than just a second car discount

Some insurers give MultiCar discounts - but only for the second car.
With Admiral MultiCar each car receives a discount - guaranteed!

admiral.com
0800 600 880
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autosport.ads@haymarket.com

L ANL 7O VT

To advertise call 020 8267 5865

INTELLIGENTLY BUILT AROUND YOL

Like your life, there is nothing standard about a Twisted Editions Defender. Whatever you do,
wherever you go, when you're in a vehicle that has been meticulously designed around every
detail of your lifestyle, your journey is enhanced beyond measure. Experience the definitive
collection of customised-to-order Land Rovers, and change the way you think about driving forever.
Visit www.twistedperformance.co.uk or call +44 (0)1845 574 990.

/0
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WEB DIRECTORY

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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RACE & RALLY
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APPOINTMENTS

For the latest event news follow us on facebook twitter¥

Admission strictly by advance ticket only * For tickets or hospitality please call: +44 (0)1243 755055 or visit

www.goodwood.com




autosport.ads@haymarket.com

To advertise call 020 8267 5865
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MARKETPLACE

MEMORABILIA MOTORSPORT TYRES RACE PRODUCTS

FI COLLECTORS .COM

o W T, =

EMORABI
We buy and sell F1 items
AYRTON SENNA specialists

Call CHRIS GRINT 01763 274448
email: sales@f1collectors.com

RACE PRODUCTS

EXPERT ADVICE MASSIVE STOCKS RAPID DELIVERY

SIMUYAutomobilia

SUPPLIERS OF RACE
MEMORIBILIA SINCE 1992

Florida, USA (GOC) E7G-4T

email: ST EITIAIN GG
IWWWSINCIAUES EA M
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FOR ALL YOUR
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TFVYRES
MO TORSPORT

RACING TYRES
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford
Contact

BMTR LTD

Tel: 0121 331 1122
Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmtr.co.uk
see our new web site at www.bmir.co..

TO ADVERTISE IN
THIS SECTION OF

HAUTOSPORT

0208 267 5865

SGEHRIITH
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PROVEN TO WORK
PROVEN TO WIN

-
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\_ MOTORSPORT 3}

Saloon Car Preparation

LInit 45, Silverstone Circuit tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800
k! Towcester email: info@mardigras.co.uk
MNorthampton NN12 8TL web: www.performanceclutch.co.uk
. buy online at www.mardigras.co.uk
[NSissthri Heutioon s canell caageonmitss flamr::
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= RACING FUEL CELLS :"i
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: VARLEY RED YOP" NI
> Lleline:
. i% pra Fire & Safety Systems Lid.
- @ RACING [iFerronuavce
. BRAKES
- ;
SEARUS .
R -1bacly 5 & Castrol,
=
S, HONDA SCHRICK:
THE WORLD'S BEST IR FILTER
"
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Reiger Suspension BY
Molenenk 5a
NL-7255 AX Hengelo Gid.

Tel.: +31 (0)575-462077 Fax: +31 (0)575-443314

inlo@relgersuspension.com

WWW.REIGERSUSPENSION.COM

Inelbeslisuspensionifor B8
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MARKETPLACE

RACE PRODUCTS

London Motorsport Showroom
,\ www.msar.co.uk

@I@? UK agent for SEHRITH

ORDER HOTLINE: 020 8655 7877

RACEWEAR

T2ng PIX Cooliclothing
IRaCE LM’:{QJ} joristy D _,_

EFE 4 QN acegoers!)
o

MARKETPLACE

L
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SIMODATION " -
A P 1 6
132 7"8‘5 5 585; I e e e

www GPRDIRECT.COM % /oM slickattire.com

sparco .57, UVeX OMP
@‘:“;‘9 : \ g huni
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autosport.ads@haymarket.com
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RACEWEAR | KARTWEAR | SIMULATION mrm
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OD1327 899 985

Grand Prix Racewear, Unit 1, Silverstone Technology Park, Silverstone Circuit, Silverstone, Northants , NN12 8TN
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MARKETPLACE

LISTA www.listacabinets.co.uk
01228 560911 /07733 157911
info@listacabinets.co.uk

CABINETS
DIRECT

Our 10 year ' S ...couple this to

Our 10 year . _ . ...couple this to
guarantee | Sch P free shipping

guarantee | IR B free shipping
ensures you e to your door,

ensures you ey 8, l.l. STE to your door,
can trus In : . Tk;ng wﬂrkﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂ worl makES LIStEI

can trust in - | makes Lista
our quality | (o) the perfect

our guality the perfect
products.... R package.

Lista Cabinets Direct are an authorised distributer for Lista products specializing in Motorsport

LISTA CABINETS DIRECT WILLNOTBE BEATEN ON PRIGE

Most of our items are available in 12 standard colours or any custom colour on request

Our 10 year guarantee ensures you can trust in our quality products!
Couple this to free shipping to your door, makes Lista the perfect package.

DOUBLE CABINETS SINGLE CABINETS — WORK BENCH & DRAWERS —
fram £500.00 plus v.a.t. from £320.00 plus v.a.t. from £450.00 plus v.a.t.
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Lista cabinets and workbenches are legendary, built from the highest quality
materials, making Lista the only choice for strength & durability. The functional
designs are the result of decades of experience and innovation. Every second
counts in motor racing. If you're going for peak performance, then careful
planning, precision work and innovative solutions are the standards you
must have. What holds true in a racing team also applies to Lista workshop
equipment and storage systems. Our professional planning and consulting
service is free of charge, so why not see what we can do for your business.

for more mfumatmn please visit www.listacabinets.co.uk, emall mfu@llstauahmets co.uk or call l]1 228 560 911 [ 07733 15? 911
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BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

MOTORS PORT lOB COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION
OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK

CALL 020 8267 5820 RACHEL.BROCK@HAYMARKET.COM

FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

R SAUTOSPORT

LOOKING TO RECRUIT FOR 2012?
machining THE LATEST SELECTION OF MOTORSPORT OB
Composite Assembly Team Leader VACANCIES UPDATED EVERY WEEK.

The successful applicant will be responsible for supervising a small team, requiring sound
knowledge of trimming, bonding and assembly of carbon fibre composite components to the - ;
highest standard. Inspection experience would be an advantage. You will need to be very proactive website receives on average

and have a flexible attitude to working hours ensuring that components are delivered on time. 200,000 page impressions per

info@brpcomposites.co.uk. month
» The magazine you are looking at

CNC Miller has a readership of 144,000

(Source: NRS Survey Q3)
Due to continued expansion we are looking for a highly skilled Programmer Setter Operator « All appointment adverts placed in
for our busy machine 5[11::;1. E}-:perlenne_ in Heidenhain Controls and CAD CAM programming Autosport magazine are listed on
would be advantageous but not essential. :

the website.

* The appointment page of the

info@brpmachining.co.uk. WHERE ARE YOU ADVERTISING YOUR MOTORSPORT JOB VACANCIES?

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

L
e
'sm PR Opportunity
At McLaren we believe that winning matters most. We
know what it takes to win and we achieve this by working - -
N uTmu iMoo In n Sxiacnary " At RSM we take great pride in the quality of our work, and
Uk : more importantly in delivering results. This attitude has led to

We currently have the following exciting opportunities: new business wins and therefore an expansion of the PR team.

MRL 1039 SYSTEMS TECHNICIANS We are looking for someone with first class written and
We are looking for talented and committed Technicians to communication skills and a sharp eye for detail, as well as the
join our Car and Trackside Systems function. Positions exist same desire to deliver results. The varied position incluaes the
for trackside and factory roles and will reward forward thinking development of written materials for press releases, internal
and sitiocs siacuite. iscinlcarswhowiliBs o 1he newsletters and websites, as well as internal and external
challenges of Formula One.
documents.
MRL 110 OPERATIONS SUPPORT TECHNICIAN
Tor provide: opemiional support to the demenstatioh-and The successtul candidate will be motivated, supported by
heritage event programme, and to act as back up to the a proactive and ‘can do- attitude to support brands such as
race and test programme both at and away from the Mercedes-Benz, Autosport International, specialist plumbing
McLaren Technology Centre. and heating supplier Plumbase, and FIA World Touring Car
driver Rob Huff.
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For further information on the above roles and details of

how to apply, please visit http://www.mclaren-jobs.com/ r , , o .
We'll provide a challenging and satisfying work environment,

competitive remuneration and the scope to develop your career
. while working for a great roster of clients.

. — == L Please provide a sample press release (no more than
n - 300 words), your CV and salary expectations together
vodafone : with a covering letter to: JasonW@rsm-agency.com




LAT ARCHIVE, MASON,/GETTY IMAGES

PICS: YW,

»ALL THE NATIONAL & CLUB RACE, RALLY AND HISTORIC NEWS. PLUS FULL REPORTS AND RESULTS ROUND-UP

NATIONALRACING - HISTORICS - CLUB - RALLY - RALLYCROSS - HILLCLIMB

-

| 'omes out of retirement for DTM support event

DAMON HILL WILL COME
out of retirement to contest the
VW Scirocco Cup race at Brands
Hatch’s DTM meeting on May 1g.

The 1996 Formula 1 World Champion
has not competed in a car race since the
end of his front-line career in 'gg. He
will join former rivals Mark Blundell,
Perry McCarthy, Julian Bailey, Martin
Donnelly and David Brabham as guest
drivers in the VW series.

They will raise money for the HALOW
charity, which supports voung people
with learning disabilities. Hill and wife
Georgie helped set up the charity after
their oldest son, Oliver, was diagnosed

.muﬁ'

e

with Down’s syndrome.

“The only thing that’s persuaded
me is HALOW, which is particularly
important because it’s for people like
my son,” said Hill, 51, who confirmed
VW has also made a donation. “Plus
Perrv wouldn't leave it alone!”

With the exception of Brabham,
the guest drivers are all members of
the 1980s ‘Rat Pack’ racing gang that
rose through the sport together. Hill is
looking forward to racing them again.

“] can’t stand anv of them — I had
enough of them when I was vounger!”
joked Hill, who hopes to test the car.
“Maybe they’ll act like gentlemen this

Hill's last F1 race was at
Suzukain 1999 for Jordan

Blundell has
raced Scirocco

time around — they weren’t gentlemen
before! — and it should be good fun.

“Perry, Julian and I are coming
out of retirement for this race so we
are sure to be rusty. Hopefully 1
haven’t forgotten evervthing,”

McCarthy added: “We're all really
good friends and have regular reunions.
This one will be a bit more serious,
but we’re all looking forward to it.

“I haven’t actually sat in a racing car
for eight vears so [ don't expect great
things, but it will be a lot of fun and
we'll be ready for a party when
the chequered flag is waved.”

While Blundell, Donnelly and Brabham

are still racing, Blundell has the most
relevant experience. He finished third
on a guest outing in the series at the
equivalent meeting in 2010.

VW Scirocco Cup practice at Brands
is scheduled for 16.00 on Friday May 18,
with qualifying at 11.55 on the Saturday.
The race is due to start at 15.45 that
same afternoon.

DAMONHILLF1

CVv
Starts
Wins
Poles

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

BEN
ANDERSON
NATIONAL
EDITOR

ben.anderson
(@haymarket.com

ASRACING COMEBACKS GO,
this probably isn’t one to get too
carried away with - although

| find that difficult, because Damon
Hill is my all-time racing hero
(alongside Caterham legend

Clive Richards, of course).

Damon was the reason | followed
Formula 1avidly from 1994 (aged
nine) until 1999, when he stopped
racing altogether.

| always admired him for taking
a gracious route out of the sport,
stopping soon after he began
to lose the desire to compete
at the highest level rather than
meandering towards retirement
while trying to eke out a living
at the lower levels,

The charitable reason Damon
has decided to don that famous
London Rowing Club crash helmet
once more is also laudable,

For someone who has not raced
a car for 13 years, expectations will
rightly have to be kept in check -
even if that personis an F1 world
champion. The Scirocco series is
Germany'’s answer to the Renault
Clio Cup and not to be sniffed at.

High profiles aside, this should
be a great chance for Damon
and his '‘Rat Pack’ racing mates to
enjoy a pressure-free, fun-filled
weekend of motorsport - the
way it's meant to be.

Extra contact details
Kevin Tumer, features editor
kevinturner@haymarketcom
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BRITISH SINGLE-SEATER
)) racer Dan Cammish is

recovering after fracturing
his pelvis in the Formula Renault
Eurocup opener at Motorland
Aragon last weekend.

The ex-Formula Ford and Formula
Renault UK frontrunner had agreed
a late deal with Atech Reid GP to
contest the event.

The 23-vear-old wason a
comeback drive in race one after
starting from the pitlane when
the accident happened.

Hans Villemi was launched into
the air after contact with another
car and landed on Cammish at the
first corner. Cammish was taken to
hospital with a fractured pelvis,
while Villemi broke a leg.

“I turned in and I was accelerating,
when I got a massive whack,” said
Cammish. “It snapped my car in half.
He was doing a wheelie when he hit
my cockpit. I was very lucky. It could
have been a lot worse.”

Cammish is unsure how soon he
will be able to race again. “I'm feeling
all right. I'm in a bit of pain, but they
reckon I shouldn’t even attempt to

Villemi flies through the
air after hitting Cammish

walk for 10 davs,” he added.

“There had been a chance I'd hawve
been in the car for the second round
and it was good to be asked to do it.
In the end I was in the wrong place
at the wrong time.”

Oliver Rowland was top Brit at
Aragon, with a sixth and an eighth,
while Melville McKee scored a best
of 15th and Jordan King retired twice.

Renanit Clio Cap

Rookie impresses "

in first Clio test

-

Edfo?atiuguble for 360 Racing duo

ROSS KAISERAND TERRENCE

Woodward snatched a second win

at the final corner of the race.

A late safety car period created a
three-minute sprint to the flag and
Woodward claimed the win as leader

Woodward won twice as the Radical
Masters supported the Spa round of
the World Endurance Championship
last weekend.

INEXPERIENCED RACERTOM
Blackmore enjoyed an impressive
maiden Renault Clio Cup test with

Etla ckmﬂre impressed TCRin Mallory run out

leading team Total Control Racing
at Mallory Park last week.

The test marked the first time the
21-year-old, who has limited club-level
karting pedigree and hasn't raced for
four years, had driven a car on a race
circuit. He drove well enough to lead
team boss Lee Brookes to compare
him with former champions Jonny
Adam and Tom Onslow-Cole.

Brookes said: "Tom was very
impressive, even more so considering

it was his first-ever test. His pace was
fantastic and he was actually on a par
with the likes of Jonny and Tom when
we first tested them.

“He’s got a lot of natural ability and
we're hopeful he'll be able to raise the
budget to make his race debut with
us in Clios. They're not easy cars to
instantly be quick in, especially for a
driver with so little experience. Tom
s a really strong prospect.”

An early round of pitstops

following a safety car period to clear

Jeremy Ferguson's crashed car at

Eau Rouge left Silverstone winner

Greg Hart in the lead of race one.
He was hunted down by Kaiser

and Alex Mortimer, but managed to
hang on to second as Kaiser claimed
victory with a late pass at La Source.

Sunday’s wet sequel was even
tighter, as 360 Racing duo Kaiser/

Chris Hyman’s similar SR8 faltered
at the Bus Stop chicane.

360 Racing was first home in all weather

MIS Motorsport

ON TRACK  ON &vVENT MOTOR TRADE=
FPERSONAL ACCIDENT COMMERCIAL @ LIABILITYS

mismotorsport

01943 884 555

MO TORSPFPORT

£S5, WALKER

“LIRBAALL/LAT READ, STYL

PICS:FLE
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Le Mans-style “start’
for Snett Six Hours

Snett Six Hours to soldier on as
grid 1s opened up to Caterhams

ORGANISERS OF THESNETTERTON
Six Hours plan to continue running their
event next season despite failing to
achieve a grid of 20 or more cars

for last weekend'’s third running.

The field has grown incrementally
for each of the first three of the
clubman enduros and the 2012
numbers were boosted by the inclusion
of four Caterham teams, three of which
finished on the podium.

Claire Smith, chair of event organiser
the 360 Motor Racing Club, said: “It's
not where we originally expected it to
be, and some people would consider

but you have to be pragmatic.
Unfortunately we went from having 27
cars [before the event] to less than 20.

“"However, I'm very happy with the
overall event and we're pleased with
how the HRDC [support races] fitted
in - it has given us a greater presence.
The plan is to continue to grow and
to explore widening the criteria.

“"We strongly believe there is an
untapped market for the clubman to do
a six-hour event. We're also looking at
possibly doing a series of endurance
races and teaming up with other clubs.
We will do a 360 event again in some

The voice of club motor racing

Patrick was honoured
todrive Old Yeller Mk2

he Donington Historic
Festival has become a

serious player on the

attend the 30th Anniversary
Can-Am reunion in 1996 - by a
country mile when his 8.1-litre

whether Caterhams are appropriate, quise next year.”

[ MR RIASIE

o SR [ELS T & 8

Sytner retums to racing with podium at Donington
E:-BTCC champion Frank Sytner returned to racing last weekend, one
vear on from suffering a heart attack at the wheel in the first Donington
Historic Festival. He drove his Lola T70 to third in the 1000KIm event.

Global Rallycross

Scooby for Euro champ Isachsen

REIGNING EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS
champion Sverre Isachsen has signed a
three-year deal to race in the fledgling
US-based Global Rallycross
Championship with Subaru.

The 41-year-old Norwegian, who

raced for the Subaru Rally Team USA in
the 2010 edition of the X Games, will
race alongside Dave Mirra and Bucky
Lasek in the factory Subaru squad.

Isachsen said: “I'm so glad for this
deal. | have worked day and night for
the past 15 years to get an opportunity
like this, and now it's here. | needed
a new challenge, and the GRC is a
very interesting championship.

“The car manufacturers are involved,
and next year there are plans for a
world championship. | want to be the
first world champion in Rallycross
with the Subaru Rallycross team.”

Isachsenwill drive a Subaruin global series

international calendar in just two
years. Based on the quality of last
weekend's edition, the fame of the
joint venture between Duncan
Wiltshire's Historic Promotions
concern and the rejuvenated
venue itself can only spread.

Hopefully, increased demand
will warrant a third day and attract
some earlier single-seater grids
for balance in 2013.

A glimpse round the packed
paddock revealed not only a host
of sensational machinery, but
also some great racers of yore. Sir
Stirling Moss was there on Sunday
to demonstrate the Jaguar C-type
that his early benefactor Tommy
Wisdom raced at the dawn of the
1950s. And a healthy turnout of
spectators also saw the drivers who
finished first and third in the final
real Canadian-American Challenge
Cup series of 1974 competing hard.

Jackie Oliver dominated that 74
season in his UOP Shadow DN4,
steamrollering the first four races
with contemptuous ease. The Brit
was leading the fifth at Elkhart
Lake’s wonderful Road America
circuit - where | was privileged to

‘ Scooter gave
the 64-litre V8-

engined beast, which he
saw Kick ass’ in hishome

state, some stick too”

Chevrolet V8 grenaded like
a gunshot over Wisconsin,
triggering a surprise result.

Into victory lane thundered
Merlin ‘Scooter’ Patrick in privateer
Herb Kaplan's blue McLaren M20.
And to complete US Racing's joy
its older M8F (in the hands of
Canadian John Cordts) rumbled
into second. As if pre-ordained with
the two home countries atop the
podium at last, the anything-goes,
big-banger championship ground
to an ignominious halt after nine
years. Patrick finished a point
shy of Oliver's team-mate George
Follmer in the table,

Now 79, Patrick was in England
for the first time last weekend
and was honoured to drive
Ernie Nagamatsu's well-travelled
Old Yeller Mk2, the roustabout
Californian special that builder Max
Balchowsky entrusted to all manner
of top shoes in the late '50s and
early '60s. Scooter gave the 6.4-litre
V8-engined beast - which he
saw “kick ass” against
exotica in his home
state back then
- some stick too.
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Revised Mazda appeared

FORMERCLASSIC GROUP1

Touring Car champion Stacy Vickers
made his racing return at Silverstone last
weekend, with his highly modified Mazda
RX7 now in Classic Thunder trim. “It's my
old shell with a turbo, new suspension,
sequential gearbox, so virtually a new
car,” he said. “We had a few problems,

so only did a few laps in each race.”

EX-BRITISHF3RACER CRAIG
Fleming, 30, broke a two-year layoff to
debut his Juno in last Monday’s Castle
Combe Sports & GT round. The former
long-circuit karting ace recorded a best
finish of second with the 250bhp Ford
Duratec-powered car, which is prepared
by his brother Alex, Fortec Motorsport's
FRenault 2.0 team manager.

CSCCTINTOPSREGULARRICHARD
Gane debuted his Porsche 9115C at last
weekend's Snetterton Six Hours, having
converted it from his road car shortly
before the race. The car broke a
driveshaft early on. “I'm crestfallen not to
have brought a spare,” he admitted. Gane
has not decided whether to race it again.

THE ASTON MARTIN OF JOEAND
Rikki Cann had to pull out of last
weekend's Snetterton Six Hours after

a glut of issues before the race. Joe
smashed the front-end in first qualifying
after an altercation with the Agostini
barriers, before a wheel hub sheared on

the repaired car during second qualifying.

SPORTSCARRACERSAMHANCOCK
will drive Jota Historic's ex-Anders
Olofsson Ralt RT1in the Monaco Historic
Grand Prix event for 1974-84 two-litre
Formula 3 machinery this weekend. Car
owner Simon Dolan has decided against

racing the car because of a lack of testing.

THEEX-MIKE BEUTTLER/DAVID
Purley March 721G, into which Swede
Arnold Sundqvist bolted a jet engine in
1974, has been restored for Frank Sytner
by Simon Hadfield’s team. Hadfield shook
down the car at Donington last Thursday
in preparation for this weekend's
Monaco GP Historigue.

March 721G ready for Monaco

'MERC IS MARKED

Bob Berridge crashed his Mercedes-Benz C11 in testing
ahead of the Group C/GTP event at Donington Park last
m week. He was using the test as a shakedown for Le Mans.

TR IR SR .

F3 aces staratPau Historique

NEWS
SPORTS

Alex Lynn and Harry Tincknell score top results on historic racing debuts

BRITISHF3RACERSALEXLYNN
and Harry Tincknell starred at last
weekend'’s GP de Pau Historique.
Lynn (in Steve Hare's Van Diemen
RF81) stormed to a 12-second win in
the first FF1600 race and won a wet
race two by 18 seconds.
Tincknell finished second in
both Formula Junior races, which he
contested in Frank Lyons’s Lotus 20.
Both drivers were learning the street

circuit before this weekend’s British F3

round. Lynn said: “The car and track
were really nice to drive. | was just
amazed at how much oil goes down
at a historic meeting - it felt like
something had broken on the car!”
Tincknell set fastest lap in both his

races, but was beaten in both by local

hero Stephane Rey (Lola MK5A).

Tincknell said: "Stephane is a good
driver to be fair. | had fuel leaking onto

my rear tyres, which gave me a few
scary moments, but now I've done
65 laps of the track - and brought
Frank’s pride and joy back in one piece.”
Other British winners included Lynn’s
father Shaun in the second Phil Hill
Trophy GT race (his AC Cobra blew a
head gasket in race one), two Trophee
Legende wins for Richard Pilkington
(Talbot T26 SS), and a Mini double
for Nick Swift,

Group C/GTP

Rarerotary
Mazda set for
Group Craces

A RARE ROTARY-POWERED
Mazda is on course toracein
the Group C/GTP Racing series
for the first time later this year.
The 1989 IMSA GTP-class
Mazda 767B is in the final stages
of restoration in the US.
Itis due to race at LagunaSeca

in August before being shipped
to Europe in time for the Paul
Ricard and Imola Group C/GTP
events in October.

South African Alan Dike, who

767B finished
Le Mans twice

races a Mazda RX2 in historic
events in his homeland, has
purchased the car.

Jim Downing, who won three
IMSA Lights titles with Mazda-
engined prototypes in the 1980s,
is rebuilding the car and Alan
Macdonald’s South African
team will run it.

Dike's Mazda finished the
Le Mans 24 Hours in both 1989
and 1990. The privateer Pleasure
Racing team subsequently raced
it with a Ford Cosworth engine
in Japan in 1991-92.

Scottish Minis

Knockhill track-limit rules upset driver

A TOUGH LINE FROM OFFICIALS
on exceeding track limits upset many
drivers in the Scottish Mini Cooper
Cup at Knockhill last weekend.

The clampdown, for reasons of safety
and fairness, was explained to the drivers
at a briefing where consequences were
laid out for competitors gaining an
advantage by running wide.

Sleet, snow and hail hit the track during

race one, causing many drivers to run
wide, particularly at Clark Corner.
Eighty-one complaints were lodged
with race officials following race one,
after a sequence of warning flags
were issued for driving standards.

Additional clarification was then given,

with officials deciding to issue time
penalties to two transgressors who fell

foul of the rules in the remaining races.

Miniraces were controversial
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MRL HISTORIC FESTIVAL

DONINGTON PARK

QUICK RESULTS

~>» Pre-’63 GTs Dliver/Pearson
~» Historic FZ Watts & Gladman
~» Pre-"61 Sports Verdon-Roe

“That was a proper, proper race”
Stirling Moss Trophy winner Bobby Verdon-Roe

HSCC DONINGTON PARK, MAY 5-6

Forza Ferrariin

Festival GT thriller

TOP QUALITY RACING
between some of the world’s
greatest cars highlighted
the second Donington
Historic Festival. Ferrari’s
defeat of Jaguar and Aston
Martin in a magnificent
Pre-"63 GT re-enactment
topped the action.
Partnered by Gary
Pearson, Jackie Oliver
won first time out in his
buddy’s glorious yellow
Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta
— one of five SWBs on the
grid — with the Cottingham
brothers’ E-type and the
Wolfgang Friedrichs/
David Clark Project 212
in melodious pursuit.
“The E-types ganged-up
on me and as I'd got delicate
aluminium bodywork
I steered away from
them and it came back
unscathed,” beamed QOliver.
The Jags of Alasdair
McCaig (Barry Wood’s)
and Guy Minshaw started
strongly, only to be zapped
by the Cottinghams.
Minshaw fell to fifth,
sandwiched by Nick
Naismith and Paul
Drayson/Martin Stretton

(DB4s). Nigel Winchester/
Chas Mallard (Ginetta G4)
overhauled the Lotus Elite
of Americans Michael
Gans/Jason Wright
among the tiddlers.

Hockenheim conqueror
Stretton seized Formula 2
pole despite a tyre blowout
in the Craner Curves! After
his March 742 charged the
barrier leaving the pits for
Saturday’s race, however
— “It just got away from
me” — Matthew Watts
(772) dominated.

Ignition failure halted
leader Watts on Sunday,
and after a coil lead parted
company and stranded
David Gathercole, and a
detached oil line ended
Dave Methley’s blast from
the back, Phil Gladman
triumphed in his Chevron.
“I had old rear tyres and
ancient dampers so it was
handling like a dog. After
a mistake dropped me into
the pack I drove as hard as
I could, but had no idea I'd
won,” he said ecstatically.

Alsatian Robert Simac
(ex-Jean-Pierre Jaussaud
March 712) and Tim
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Barrington (Lola T240)
merited 1600cc honours,
while Chris Sharples
(Chevron B29g) and
single-seater debutant
Frazer Gibney (ex-James
King March 76B) shared
FAtlantic spoils after
two breathless dices.

A jubilant David
Coplowe and Stretton (Lola
T70) won the opening leg
of the cumulative 1000km
endurance series, Martin
having ousted Rob Hall (in
Abba Kogan’s droolsome

Verdon-Roe took fine
winin Aston DBR1

V1z Matra MSé6s0) after
a pace car interlude. A
misunderstanding at the
chicane on the penultimate
lap resulted in the T70s
of Simon Hadfield and Leo
Vovazides (which Hadfield
had started) colliding.
“That was inept,” conceded
Hadfield, who continued,
putting car owner Frank
Sytner on the podium a
year after his near-fatal
heart attack in it!

Hadfield earned
redemption in Sunday’s

————— e — - ==

e —

frenetic U2TC finale with
Vovazides’ Lotus Cortina.
The Greek had closed
down leader Alex Furiani’s
Alfa Romeo GTA as oil
went down then pitted a
lap later. A lightning driver
change got Hadfield out a
few seconds clear of Frank
Stippler in the Alfa and,

in a relentless pursuit
through traffic, Audi’s

pro driver could match
Simon, but not reel him in.
Hadfield narrowly survived
being squeezed onto the
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Ferrari beat Jaguars and
Astonsin Pre-"63 GTs

grass under Starkey’s
Bridge by Maurice

Dumas (GTA) and Stippler
congratulated him warmly.
The heavy BMW 1800Ti
of Jackie Oliver/Richard
Shaw made it three makes
in the top three.

After an elegant
full-blooded duel with
Martin Stretton (Lister-
Jaguar), Bobby Verdon-Roe
twirled Stirling Moss’s 1958
Goodwood TT-winning
Aston Martin DBRa to
victory in MRL’s homage to

PRE-'63 GT (42 LAPS5) 1 Jackie Oliver/

Gary Pearson (Ferrari 250 SWB); 2 James

& Jeremy Cottingham (Jaguar E-tvpe)

+1ImO1937s; 3 Woltgang Friedrichs/David

Clark (Aston Martin DE212) 4 Nick
Maismith {Aston Martin DE4: 5 Guy
Minshaw (E-type) 6 Paul Drayson/
Martin Stretton CAston Martin DBAGT).

Class winners Cottingham/Cottingham:
Migel Winchester/Chas Mallard (Ginetta

4} John Emberson/Bill Wyleham
(Morgan +4 Supersports). Fastest lap
OHiver 1m=25118s (8370mph)

HISTORICF2 (23 LAPS) 1 Matthew Watts

(March-BMW 772). 2 David Gathercole
(ChevronFViC B25) +19471s. 3 Peter
Mevyrick (March-Hart 782k 4 Jamie
Brashaw (March-BMW 782). 5 James
Claridge (Brabham-BDG BT38k & ©Mike
Bletsoe-Brown (Chevron-BDG B27).
CW Robert Simac (March-BDA 71206
Chris Sharples (Chevron-BDA B29)

Britain’s favourite race ace.
Receiving his trophy from
the great man amplified
the result. Andrew Smith
brought Ewan McIntyre’s
Lotus 15 home third on
their first acquaintance.

Young pro Andy Meyrick
scored a first Group C
victory for Paul Whight’s
thuggish Aston Martin
AMRa, but needed all his
talent to wrestle it back
past the brilliantly driven
C2 Spice-Cosworth of
Mike Donovan, who had
snatched the lead during
lappery. Bob Berridge
howled Rupert Clevely’s
Lancia LC2 past Peter
Mevyrick’s Spice for third.

There was rather
too much argy-bargy in
Saturday’s E-type race.
Pacesetter Alex Buncombe’s
trail-braking into Redgate
resulted in several lock-ups
that exposed him to
Martin O'Connell’s attacks.
The ex-FVauxhall champ
eventually rattled past the
crossed-up Buncombe
with some contact.

When the youngster
retaliated on the left into
Schwantz Curve, Q'Connell
found himself off-balance
while defending furiously.
A tap in the rear quarter
sent him spinning into
the gravel. Graeme Dodd
and the Minshaw brothers,

FL Watts ImO&086s (10780mph).
RACE 2 (22 LAPS)1 Philip Gladman
(Chevron-BDG B34), 2 Mevrick +15/71=
3 Claridge; 4 Tim Barrington (Lola-BDA
T240). 5 Bletsoe-Brow; & Simac. CW
Barrmgton; Frazer Gibney (March-BDA
76B), FL Dave Methley (Chevron-BDG
B350 ImJ7034s (106 28mph).
1000KM PRE-"72 SPORTS
PROTOTYPES (40 LAPS) 1 David
Coplowe/Martin Stretton (Lola
T70-Chevrolet Mk3B/C). 2 Fob Hall
(Matra MS650) +26.904s; 3 Frank Sytner/
Simon Hadfield (T70-Chevrolet MEKSB)
4 Simon Hadfield/Leo Voyvazides
(T70-Chevrolet Mk3B) 5 Ewan McIntyre
(McLaren-Chevrolet MI1C) 6 Charles
Allison (Chevron-BMW B8) FL Stretton
1ImOa184s (10297mph).

U2TC (42 LAPS) 1 Leo Vovazides/
Simon Hadfield (Ford Lotus Cortina):

£ Alexander Furiani/Franl; Stippler

REPORTS
SPORTS EXTRA

Meyrick Jr (left) battles
to head Group Cpack

Jon and Jason, chased
Buncombe’s battered
steed home.

Sunday’s bout was more
ruly until an oil-triggered
accident on the pit straight
resulted in a red flag.
O’Connell and Jeremy
Welch had carved from
the back to third and sixth
by then. Buncombe was
declared the winner from
the brake-troubled Jon
Minshaw, whose early
“half-spin” at the Old
Hairpin had dumped
him to fourth.

Mark Wright screamed
his Klaus Ludwig replica
Ford Escort RS1800 clear
of Gary Pearson’s TWR
Jaguar X]JS in the thin
Touring Car set. Pearson
handed the baton to
Buncombe who deposed
Dave Coyne in the now
brakeless Escort, but Coyne
was reprieved when he
found the Jag spinning
through Hollywood on
the last lap.

John Guyatt’s Talbot-
Lago surged ahead of the
splendid Pre-War Sportscar
miscellany at Redgate on
the first lap, only to spin
away his chances. Frazer
Nash chain-gangers
Fred Wakeman/Patrick
Blakeney-Edwards were
uncatchable thereafter.

@ Marcus Pye

{Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint GTA) +5008s;
3 Jackie Oliver/Richard Shaw (BMW
1800Tix 4 John Griffiths/James Thorpe
{Cortinalk 5 Netl Brown (Cortina);

& Michael Gans/Jason Wright (Alfa),

CW Oliver/Shaw; Andrew Hack/

[Dan Wheeler (Austin Cooper 5),

FL Stippler Im23.293s (85 53mph)

MRL STIRLING MOSS TROPHY FOR
PRE-G1SPORTSCARS (36 LAPS)

1 Bobby Verdon-Eoe (Aston Martin DBR1).
2 Martin Strettondon Minshaw
{Lister-Jaguar Knobbly) 41432s; 3 Ewan
MeIntyre/Andrew Smith (Cotus-Climax
15 4 Mark Clubb/Martin Stretton
{(Cooper-Climax T49 Monaco} 5 Alan &
Jason Minshaw (Maserati Tol Birdcage):
& Darren McWhirter (Lister-Taguar Costin),
CW McIntyre/Smith; Dion & Gabrel
Eremer (Lotus-Climax 17% Peter Rutt
(Lola-Clirnax Mk1) Stephen Bond
{Maserat 2508) FL Verdon-Roe

MRL WOODCOTE TROPHY DONINGTON PARK, MAY 5-6

FESTIVAL PROMOTER
Duncan Wiltshire’s
earlier sportscar enduro

was a fascinating glimpse

into the mid-1950s, with
Jaguar D-types out front
as they finished thrice at

Le Mans. There is no finer

D exponent than Gary
Pearson, but his route to
first and second places
was spiced with drama.

Pearson started the
long-nosed car to be
handed to brother John,
but Carlos Monteverde
did well to keep him in
sight in the short-nosed
version into which
he would relay the
preparation guru. But the
Brazilian complicated
matters by pitting too
soon, thus was not
greeted by Garv.

Carlos had to return
to the fray, now fifth, but
was back to third, behind
the yet-to-stop Barry
Cannell (in Barry Wood’s
RGS Atalanta) and
Michael Steele (HWM-
Jaguar) by the time the
reception party was
ready. Once Pearson was

.

Im20716s (88 26mpl)

GROUP C {49 LAPS)1 Andy Meyrick
(Aston Martin AMRL): 2 Mike Donovan
(Splce SEB0) +1.709s, 3 Rupert Clevely!
Bob Berridge {Lancia LIC2), 4 Peter
Mevyrick (Spice SEBSCY 5 Peter Stubber
(WVeskanda} & Henrik Lindberg
(Porsche 962) CW Donovar.

FL Berridge ImO2.304s (114 3dmph).
JAGUARE-TYPECHALLENGE

(23 LAPS) 1 Alex Buncombe; 2 Grasime
Dodd +19081s; 3 Jon Minshaw: 4 Jason
Minshaw: 5 Ant Scrage: 6 Mike Wrigley:
CW Harry Wyndham: Roger Cope FL
Martin OConnell Im18520s (881dmph).
RACE 2 (7 LAPS)1 Buncombe:

2 Jon Minshaw +5033s; 3 OConnell:

4 Mark Wright; 5 Chris Scrage. & Jeremy
Welch. CW Wiymndham: Jo Gormim.

FL OConnell iIm20486s (B8 5Imph)
JD CLASSICS CHALLENGEFOR

1966-85 TOURING CARS (29 LAPS)

Pearson’s ‘D’ man
for Jaguar double

in the white ex-Jim Clark
machine he made up 30

seconds on his sibling in
13 laps and roared ahead.

John never gave up
chasing, but was over five
seconds down at the flag.
Nick Wigley, clearly
enjoving Peter Mann’s
Cooper-Bristol, finished
a splendid third having
relieved John Ure.

Frank Stippler screamed
Lukas Huni’s Maserati
A6GCS past the 3005s of
Carlo Vogele and Willie
Green (before the latter
careered off on his
own oil) for fourth.

RESULTS (41 LAPS)

1 Carlos Monteverde/Gary
Pearson (Jaguar D-type):

2 Gary & John Pearson (D-type)
+5.563s; 3 John Ure/Nick Wigley
(Cooper-Bristol T25); 4 Lukas
HunifFrank Stippler (Maserati
ABGCS); 5 Carlo Vogele (Maserati
300S); & Barry Cannell/Barry
Wood (RGS Atalanta-Jaguar).

CW Ure /Wigley; Vogele; Cannell/
Wood; Mike Thorne/|ohnny Todd
(Austin-Healey 100M); Barry &
Richard Hodson (Lotus 6). FL

G Pearson 1m23.140s (85.69mph).

" hard for his one-two

o RS

1 Mark Wright/Dave Coyne (Ford Escort
RS1800). 2 Gary Pearson/Alex Buncombe
(Jaguar XJ5)+8329<: 3 Bert Smeets
(Rorrer SD1x 4 Sean & Robert Brown
(Ford Escort RS160:0) 5 Tom Pochciol!
Mike Wrigley (Ford Caprik 6 Allen Tice!
Chris Conoley (Ford Escort RS1600)

FL Buncombe Iml669:2s (S22 89mplh).
PRE-WAR SPORTSCARS (28 LAPS)

1 Fred Wakeman/Patrick Blakeney-
Edwards (Frazer Nash Super Sport);

2 Gary Carcline/Sue Darbyshire (Morgan
Super Aero)+55 2825, 3 Clive & Stuart
Marley (Bentley 3-41/2% 4 John Guyatt/
Sam Stretton (Talbot-Lago T1S0 CMDR,

5 Jo & Simon Blaleney-Edwards (Frazer
Nasli Shelsley) 6 John Polson (Delahaye
13505 CW Morlev/Morley: Guyatt!
Stretion; Blakeney-Edwards/
Blakeney-Edwards FL P Blakeney-

Edwards Im35681s (74 6mph)
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“This year I decided
it was do or die!”

Tin-top victor Jody Halse

P91 SPORTS EXTRA

RESULTS ROUND UP
for May 5-7
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SNETTERTON SIX HOURS SNETTERTON, MAY 5-6

Caterham squads dominate
third Snetterton Six Hours

FOR THE THIRD YEAR,
the 360 Motor Club ran its
annual six-hour endurance
race, primarily aimed at
club historic drivers.
Although incidents and
accidents had whittled the
expected entry of almost 30
cars down to 17, there was
plenty of drama in store.
Not least before the race,
as Climax Motorsport’s
BMW 325 was pushed
off the grid leaking fuel.
Rapid repairs remedied the
problem and they rejoined
without losing a lap.
Meanwhile, with the
entry criteria having been
relaxed this vear to allow
Caterhams, a quartet of
nimble Sevens set the pace,

ahead of the more traditional

mix of BMWs, Porsches et al.
The Alemdent squad

quickly asserted itself in the
lead group, blending speed
with a double-sized fuel
tank that allowed them to
complete the race with only
a couple of stops. They duly
took the flag two laps clear.

Behind Alemdent, the
similar cars of Scuderia
BOG, TCS Motorsport
and Child Labour gave
chase, with BOG and TCS
completing the podium.
Child Labour’s race, which
included an impressive stint
by 16 vear-old debutant
Alex Potter, was cut
short by engine failure.

Fuel capacity was also
decisive in the non-
Caterham contingent, where
Climax’s decision to fit an
enlarged fuel tank (which
contributed to their dramas
before the start) paid back

BMW squad was the
first tin-top home

handsomely in the race.
With hard-charging
lead driver Jody Halse
staying out for half the
race before stopping, they
leapfrogged the other
tin-tops. They eventually
finished fourth, three laps
ahead of Rusty Nail Racing’s
indefatigable VW Goll.
Sixth overall went to the
well-driven 924 of Cliff
Ryan and Mike Bell, well

HRDC GRAND TOURING GREATS SMETTERTON 300, MAY 5-6

Elwell triumphs after
Jem of a scrap with Davis

A KEENLY BUT CLEANLY
contested racelong battle
between Gordon Elwell’s
Austin Healey Sprite and
Castle Combe winner Rae
Davis’s Mini Jem GT was
one of the highlights of an
enthralling historic GT race.
The pair ran nose to tail
for the first three laps
before Davis squeezed his
way past up the inside
through Coram, only for
Elwell’s greater grunt to
help get him back ahead
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into lap five of 12.

They swapped the lead
a number of times until
Elwell finally edged away on
the penultimate lap to win.
Sadly, Davis trailed smokily
into the pits to retire with
the finish almost in sight.

That briefly promoted
the long-running third-
placed tussle in which Brian
Arculus (WSM Midget) and
Adam Gittings (MG Ashley

GT) scrapped from mid-race

until the final lap. Arculus

Elwell heads Davis
in great lead battle

won that fight, but both
were heaten by the flying
Austin Healey of James
Prentice. He had dropped
from fourth to eighth after
a tardy start, but a banzai
last-lap move through
Coram allowed him to
steal the runner-up spot.
@ Oliver Timson

RESULTS (12 LAPS)

1 Gordon Elwell (Austin Healey
Sebring Sprite); 2 James Prentice
(Austin Healey Le Mans Prototype)
+31.843s; 3 Brian Arculus

(WSM Midget); 4 Adam Gittings
(MG Ashley GT); 5 Aidan Donegan
(Ashley GT); & John Hibery

(Lotus Elite). CW Prentice.

FL Rae Davis (Mini Jem GT)
2m28.960s (71.75mph).

clear of an ebullient
squad of Spanish historic
rally regulars, who
guided their Mitsubishi
Starion to seventh.

@ Oliver Timson

RESULTS (6 HOURS - 147 LAPS)
1 Alemdent Limited (John
Saunders/Alexander Saunders/
Patrick Scharfegger) Caterham
Supersport; 2 Scuderia BOG
(Robert Cooper/lan Payne/Paul

LR T

| 5

Begley) Supersport -2 laps; 3 TCS
Motorsport (Dean Becker/Matt
Sparkflohn Saunders) Caterham
Tracksport; 4 Climax Motorsport
(Jody Halse/Cem Dsman) BMW 325:
5 Rusty Nail Racing (Nick Jarvis/Ray
Grimes) VW Golf; 6 Tango 924 (Mike
Bell/Cliff Ryan) Parsche 924. Class
winners Climax Motorsport; Tango
924; RAF MSA (Jon Sandilands/Tan
Swift/Brian Watson) BMW Mini.
Fastest lap Scuderia BOG
2m12.851s (BO.45mph).

HRDC TOURING GREATS SWETTERTON 300, MAY 5-6

A FANTASTIC BLEND
of evocative machinery
produced hard-fought
racing in the pre-1960
tourers, where the lead
battle was decided by
less than a second.
Although the field
boasted 13 different
margues, a clutch of
Jaguar Mkas controlled
the front. Nigel Webb
swept past polesitter
Peter Burton at Riches
to lead at the start,
while Peter Dorlin
leapt up from sixth to
make it a Jag 1-2-3.
Burton reclaimed the
lead into Riches on lap
five of 18, only to drop
back after the mid-race
pit visits. Webb’s rapid
early stop allowed him
to edge ahead when his
rivals resumed. Shortly
afterwards, Burton
lost all brake fluid and
retired, handing Webb
a decent lead. But he
soon found Dorlin,
who’d lost time after

Big Cats to the fore

a moment at Montreal,
reeling him in. “The car
was oversteering all

the time,” explained
Webb, who nevertheless
held on to win.

Having recovered
from a poor opening lap,
the Volvo Amazon of
Malcolm Harrison/

Paul Taft improved
throughout the race,
battling past William
Lynch’s Austin A3s to
finish an impressive third
and top non-Big Cat.

® Oliver Timson

RESULTS (1B LAPS)

1 Nigel Webb (Jaguar Mk1);

2 Peter Dorlin (Jaguar Mk1)
+0.691s; 3 Malcolm Harrison/
Paul Taft (Volvo Amazon);

4 William Lynch (Austin A35):

5 James Turner (Ford Zodiac):

& Russell Martin (Marris Minor).
CW Harrison/Taft; Lynch; Gavin
Watson (Borgward Isabella);
Richard Haythornthwaite
(Jaguar XK150); Aidan Donegan/
Ron MacGregor (Austin A40).
FL Webb 2m30.706s (70.92mph).

PICS:RICHARDSTYLES STEVE |ONES
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~» Race | Darren Bly

-» Race 2 Mark Biggers

CLASSIC THUNDER SILVERSTONE, MAY 5-6

Skylines out of reach in Thunder races

THE NISSAN SKYLINES
of Darren Bly and Mark
Biggers shared the Classic
Thunder victories as they
dominated the field.
Biggers led from the
opening lap of race one
and was joined by Bly in
an early and decisive break.
But as the lead pair went
cither side of a backmarker
on lap 12 of 20, Biggers’s
car momentarily cut out.

-"-" 1 s -1 l.. T .,. . | =
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e |
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& Skylines dominated

Bly was left in the clear,
with Andy Robinson’s Ford
Falcon a distant second.
Joss Ronchetti (Vauxhall
Monaro) retired from third
after depositing his oil
around most of the circuit.
That promoted Paul
Dobson’s Mazda RX7,
which just made it home
before the engine expired.
Biggers recovered to

take fourth, after the BMW

PRE-'93 TOURING CARS SILVERSTOMNE, MAY 5-6

Dunster double in tight
Pre-’93 tin-top tussles

THERE WAS A DOUBLE
win for Lawrie Dunster’s
BMW M3 in the Pre-'93
Tourers, despite the efforts
of Roger Stanford.

Although Stanford’s
E3zo M3 led from the start
of race one, he ran wide at
Copse second time round,
giving Dunster’s later E36
the lead into Maggotts.

They held station, but
Stanford keep the pressure
up, while Paul Bellamy and
his M3 closed in, well clear
of the Ford Sierra Cosworth
of Richard Millar.

It was Millar who piled
pressure on Dunster for
much of the second race,
but Dunster gradually edged

away. Jim McLoughlin
claimed third when

Stanford spun twice.
@ Peter Scherer

RESULTS (BOTH 14 LAPS)

1 Lawrie Dunster (BMW E36 M3);
2 Roger Stanford (E30 M3) +0.535s;
3 Paul Bellamy (BMW M3); 4
Richard Millar (Ford Sierra Cosworth);
5 Andrew Busby (E30 M3); 6
Malcolm Wise (Sapphire Cosworth).
CW Stanford; Daniel Smoughton
(BMW E30 320i): Simon Sheridan
(Fiesta XR2). FL Stanford 1m06.494s
(88.81mph). RACE 2 1 Dunster;

2 Millar +1.849s; 3 lim McLoughlin
(Sierra Coswaorth); 4 Chris Bright
(E36 M3); 5 Bushy; 6 Wise.

CW Busby; Smoughton; Sheridan. FL
Stanford 1m06.012s (89.46mph).

Stanford’s E30 chased ii o

the E36 of Dunster

M3 of Garrie Whittaker
retired with a split oil
cooler, while Kevin Wendt
(M3) and Colin Tester
(Ford Sierra Cosworth)
completed the top six.
“When I got going again

I couldn’t get traction on
the oil,” said Biggers.

Although poleman
Robinson led race two into
Copse, he was soon ousted
by Bly on the exit, then by
Biggers as they headed
down the Wellington
Straight. “They were just
in a different league,”
admitted Robinson.

After a number of early
lead swaps, Bly took charge
around one-quarter
distance, only for Biggers
to clinch the win in the
closing stages. Robinson
was left with a lonely third,
while Ronchetti charged
through from the back of

LEGENDS SILVERSTONE, MAY 5-6

Davey takes five from six

LAWRENCE DAVEY
was almost unbeatable
at Silverstone. But, after
taking a clean sweep of
victories in Saturday’s
races and winning Sundayv’s
heats, he was pipped at the
post by John Mickel on the
last lap of their final race.
Davey and Guy Fastres
drove away from the rest
from the start of heat one,
but it was much closer in
the second, with Davey
grabbing a late win.
Although Davey was
delayed in the final when
Mickel was tapped into a
spin from the lead, he came
out on top with a lap to go.
Davey narrowly took
both Sunday heats and led
the final. But after doing
all the hard work from
the back of the grid, he

- was beaten when Mickel

Kirkpatrick worked hard for MGB win

the grid to hold fourth

from the second lap.
Whittaker fought his

way up from the back to

take Wendt for fifth at

half-distance.

® Peter Scherer

RESULTS (20 LAPS)

1 Darren Bly (Nissan Skyline);
2 Andy Robinson (Ford Falcon)
+13.018s; 3 Paul Dobson (Mazda
RXT7); & Mark Biggers (Skyline);
5 Kevin Wendt (BMW M3); 6 Colin
Tester (Ford Sierra Cosworth).
CW Raobinson; Tester; Lawrie
Dunster (BMW E36 M3); Andy
Johnson (Renault Clio).

FL Bly 58.640s (100.70mph).
RACE 2 (21 LAPS) 1 Biggers;

2 Bly +1.067s; 3 Robinson;

4 Joss Ronchetti (Vauxhall
Monaro VB); 5 Garrie Whittaker
(BMW E36 M3); 6 Wendt. CW
Robinson; Whittaker; Dunster;
Johnson. FL Biggers 57.992s
(101.83mph).

Davey (2) won almost every race

grabbed the lead at
Brooklands on the last lap.
@ Peter Scherer

RESULTS - SAT FINAL (10 LAPS)

1 Lawrence Davey; 2 Eliot Bunn
+(.278s; 3 |ean-Michel Poncelet;

4 Guy Fastres; 5 David Ward; é
James Holman. FL Davey 1m10.111s
(84.23mph). HEAT 1 (ALL HEATS 8
LAPS) 1 Davey; 2 Fastres +0.345s;
3 John Mickel; 4 Bunn. FL Mickel
1m09.555s (84.90mph). HEAT 2

1 Davey: 2 Fastres +0.079s;

3 Richard Pocklington; 4 Mickel.

FL Davey 1m10.1125 (84.22mph).
SUN FINAL (10 LAPS) 1 Mickel;

2 Davey +0.039s; 3 Dean Brace;

4 Bunn; 5 Holman; & Pocklington.
FL D Brace 1m0%9.247s (85.28mph).
HEAT 1 1 Davey; 2 Micke| +0.112s;
3 Pocklington; 4 Fastres. FL
Packlington 1m09.623s (84.82mph).
HEAT 2 1 Davey; 2 Pocklington
+0.097s; 3 Mickel; 4 Fastres. FL
Pocklington 1mO8.889s (85.72mph).

Cortina tracks Jag before pouncing

HRDC TCe3

After swapping the lead with
Jaguar driver Peter Dorlin for five
\aps, poleman Joe Allenby-Byrne’s
Ford Cortina moved decisively
ahead into Montreal en route to
victory at Snetterton. Having
dropped back after a slow lap,
Dorlin just failed to overhaul Nigel
Webb's similar car for second.

HRDC MGB50

Bill Kirkpatrick claimed an
impressive Snett win. Starting
sixth, he took third immediately
as front-row men James Cottingham
and Will Linley struggled away.
Then he swiftly picked off Jon
Sandilands (into Agostini) and
David Alston to secure victory.

OLYMPIC SPRINT

There was a Crossle 1-2-3 in the
Olympic Sprint pitstop race at
Snetterton. Gwyn Pollard edged
past polesitter John Taylor at the
lights, then built a decisive lead.

BLUE OVAL

There were three different leaders
in the first four laps of the first
Ford race at Silverstone. Colin
Tester's Sierra Cosworth took
Ashley Bird's XR4i and David
Mathias (Escort Coswarth) on lap
four to lead from Brooklands.
Tester led from the second

\ap of race two, ousting Bird

lo secure a double.

ALFA ROMED CHALLENGE
Roz Shaw won both AROC races
at Silverstone. Her ex-Toine
Hezemans GT AM had it easy in
the first race, but Richard Merrell's
Giulia was only 0.8s behind

Shaw at the flag in race two.

CLASSIC SALOONS &
HISTORIC TOURERS

Mark Ashworth celebrated the
debut of his Ford Mustang with a
double win in at Silverstone, with
David Hall's Cortina second twice,

Ashworth won on Mustang debut
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~» Race 1 Nathan Ward

~>» Race 2 Ben Norton

“It was my
one chance”

Ward took his opportunity
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COMBE FF1600 CASTLE COMBE, MAY 7

Ward his Combe reward

A BREATHTAKINGLY
audacious manoeuvre, in
which he overtook April
winner Roger Orgee and
Steven Jensen round
the outside into Tower,
rewarded Nathan Ward
with the maiden win he
has craved since switching
to a Kevin Mills Racing
Spectrum. “It was my one
chance so I made sure it
paid off,” said the ecstatic
Coventry lad afterwards.
Ward, beaten to pole by
Orgee in the wet, was again
outgunned at the start, but
picked off the fast-starting
David Vivian and Luke
Cooper (in Swifts of very
different vintages) and
homed in on the lead duo
with a string of fastest
laps on a drying track.
Jensen was disappointed,

though, after a banzai start
from row two to lead:

“I was feeling confident
when I got completely
blocked by backmarkers.
Otherwise, [ don’t think
they would have caught me.”

Ward and Cooper shared
the front row for race two,
but a fine getaway by former
champion Ben Norton &=
from row four put the o
Wiltshire College Spectrum
driver in the frame as he >
joined Alex Ames and e
Oliver White in a trio
chasing Jensen, Orgee
and Ward.

A first-lap incident
scattered midfielders on
the exit of the Esses and
soon there were cars spread
elsewhere, but as the dust
settled Norton progressed
rapidly up the lap charts.

il
-
-
.
-
e

His decisive move around
Jensen at Tower won the day.
“It’s been a tough start

to the season, but having
struggled in the wet we

got on top of the car today,”
grinned Norton. Jensen
was also happy, as with
three seconds from three

starts he now leads
the championship.
® Marcus Pye

RESULTS (11 LAPS) 1 Nathan Ward
(Spectrum 011c); 2 Steven |ensen
(Spectrum 011h) +1.021s; 3 Roger
Orgee (Van Diemen RFOQ); 4 Luke
Cooper (Swift SC10); 5 Ben Norton

(&

- Ward celebrates first
Combe FF1600 victory

(Spectrum 010b); & David Vivian

(Swift SC92F). Class winners Vivian;
David Cobbold (Van Diemen RF89).

Fastest lap Norton 1m17.096s
(86.38mph). RACE 2 (9 LAPS)

1 Norton; 2 |ensen; 3 Orgee; 4 Ward;

5 Oliver White (Van Diemen RFO1);
& Vivian. CW Vivian; Cobbold.
FL Norton 1m11.738s (92.83mph).

MINI CHALLENGE CASTLE COMBE, MAY 7

Slick Stoney goes for
broke to take victory

A CANNY TYRE
decision by reigning
750MC Saxmax champion
Shane Stoney’s team
shook the Mini Challenge
establishment, as the
Yorkshire teenager started
from the pitlane and
proceeded to charge to

victory in the opening leg of

the Motors TV Live event.
“We knew there was a
window in the weather so
took a gamble on slicks,”
recounted Stoney coolly.
“But I came in before the
rolling lap so nobody else
would know what we were

> " Forster noses ahead as
~_— Stoney lurks in pitlane

car of Dean Raymond under
the start/finish gantry flat-
out. Amazingly, both walked
from the medical centre later.

Stoney was on the back
of a seven-car train led by
Martin Depper early in race
two, but Allen pipped Lee
Pattison, who rued mucking
up the start and only
deposed Depper from
second on a frantic final lap.
@ Marcus Pye

doing. It was a late decision,
and the guys had to run
back to the motorhome

to get the tyres!”

Arthur Forster, Lee Allen
and Sam Osborne all led
the race before Stoney’s
imperious charge took him
to the front on lap eight
of the 12-lapper. Osborne
and Allen were almost
10 seconds behind at the
chequer, by which time the
heavens had opened again.

But the race ended
abruptly when Forster,
unsighted in a group, ran
into the back of the crippled

RESULTS (12 LAPS) 1 Shane
Stoney; 2 Sam Oshorne +95.654s;
3 Chris Smiley: 4 Lee Allen;

5 Lee Pattison; & Martin Depper.
CW Jonathan Brown. FL Chris
Smith 1m17.375s (86.07mph).
RACE 2 (13 LAPS) 1 Allen;

2 Pattison +0.180s; 3 Depper;

4 Osborne; 5 Smith; & Stoney.
CW Henry Gilbert. FL Pattison
1m16.451s (87.11mph).
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MINI MIGLIA & MINI SETEN CASTLE COMBE, MAY 7

is a recipe made for

television. Once they had

jostled their way to the
front, voung gun Kane
Astin and 71-vear-old
Peter Baldwin were
locked together for the

second half of the opening

stanza and finished in
that order, well clear
of Colin Peacock.

After a late safety
car interlude, with Paul
Thompson’s car off
before Bobbies as rain

intensified, Baldwin used

his unrivalled experience

to beat polesitter Richard

Casey, Dave Drew and

Mini honours shared

THE CUT AND THRUST
of traditional Mini racing

Rupert Deeth, who took
Astin round the outside
of Quarry, as the slick-
shod pack slithered home.
Behind the 1300cc
Miglias, Gareth Hunt and
Andrew Deviny emerged
victorious in the 1000cc
Se7en division.
@ Marcus Pye

RESULTS (13 LAPS) 1 Kane Astin;
2 Peter Baldwin +1.464s:; 3 Colin
Peacock; & Paul Thompson; 5 Dave
Drew; & Aaron Smith. CW Gareth
Hunt. FL Astin 1Im27.062s
(76.49mph). RACE 2 (10 LAPS)

1 Baldwin; 2 Richard Casey +1.108s;
3 Drew; 4 Rupert Deeth; 5 Astin;

& Peacock. CW Andrew Deviny. FL
Thompson 1m22.881s (80.35mph).

Astin (11) and Baldwin
~ _ " (33)shared the wins

PICS-OLLIE READ, GARY HAWKINS
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~» Tin Tops Ainge/Jordan
-» Magnificent Sevens Caller

TIN TOPS ERANDS HATCH, MAY 7

]

> = REPORTS

Houlbrook was third at start of Deutsche Margue race

A BRILLIANT RECOVERY
drive by ex-BTCC ace Mike
Jordan earned a breathless
last-lap win after 40 laps
of hectic CSCC Tin Tops
action. It was a remarkable
result for a Honda Integra
that co-driver Nigel Ainge
had brought into the pits
with rear-end damage
more than 2o laps earlier.

Ainge was boxed in
bv a backmarker while
contesting third when
Simon Taylor’s Honda
Civic hit him from behind
as thev braked for the
hairpin. Jordan rejoined in
the battered machine, but
lay more than 40s adrift
in third with only 15
minutes to go.

FUTURE CLASSICS BRANDS HATCH, MAY 7

Masaratis use Porsche
to defeat Lotus racer

THE JAMIE AND MILES
Masarati Porsche triumphed
in a rain-threatened Future
Classics race, beating
Snetterton winner Nicholas
Olson, whose Lotus Esprit
had a longer pitstop as

a success penalty.

These two were among
the first to make their
compulsory stops, rejoining
22nd and 2sth respectively.
“The stop was a bit early
and surprised me,” said
son Miles. “I didn’t know
where I was so I set about
overtaking every car I saw.”

The decisive moment
came at the end of a caution
period to recover a stranded
car, when Masarati Jr swept

past temporary leader Brett
Evans in his Porsche g44.
Olson took second in the
last two minutes of the race.
@ Brian Phillips

RESULTS (35 LAPS) 1 Miles &
Jamie Masarati (Porsche 911
Turbo): 2 Nicholas Olsan

(Lotus Esprit S3) +4.919s; 3 Brett
Evans (Porsche 944 52); 4 John
Shoesmith/Ray Barrow (Chevrolet
Camaro); 5 James Meal/Neil Harvey
(Porsche 964):; 6 Stuart Jefcoate
(Porsche 911 Carrera). CW Olson;
Neal/Harvey; John Hammersley/
Simon Taylor (Vauxhall Astra GTE);
lon |effrey/David Bryant (Davrian
MIc8); David Hornsey/Steve Miller
(Porsche 924). FL M Masarati
54.637s (79.59mph).

Masarati Porsche
leads the field away

Jordan took last-
gasp Tin Topwin

Russell Hird timed his
pit visit to perfection in
the flurry of stops during
a caution period to move
ahead of the Civic and
seemed to have a
commanding lead. But
Jordan had other ideas,
passing the James Payne/
Tony Hunter Renault Clio
for second with three

minutes to go and surviving
an encounter with Alan
Yearley’s Proton, which
was dragging a rear wheel
after a stub-axle broke.
Jordan caught and
passed the Hird Rover
halfway round the final lap.
“I was watching the race
order displayed on the
tower working out where
I was,” said Jordan. “I
love this kind of racing.”
@ Brian Phillips

RESULTS (40 LAPS) 1 Nigel Ainge/
Mike Jordan (Honda Integra);

2 Russell Hird (Rover ZR 160)
+0.954s; 3 |ames Payne/Tony
Hunter (Renault Clio); 4 Danny &
Steve Cassar (Proton Satria);

5 Mark Livens/Carey Lewis (Honda
Civic Type R); & Richard Woods
(Ford Focus). CW Hird; Andy
Hancock/Gavin Spencer

(Honda CRX): Marshall Groves
(Alfa Romeo 33). FL Jordan
53.9365 (80.63mph),

Caller took Magnificent Sevens bout

= 8
-

MAGNIFICENT SEVENS BRANDS HATCH, MAY 7

Caller holds right line

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S
Paul Caller celebrated
his first race win after
heading a packed
Magnificent Sevens field.
He and David Walley
dominated much of the
race, although the car
shared by brothers Ian and
Neil Thompson enjoyed
a spell in the lead during
the pitstop period.
Rejoining in midfield
as the leading pitstoppers,
Caller and Walley traded
fastest laps until Caller
established a healthy lead.
“My tyres went off, and
he was too fast for me

through the traffic,”
admitted Walley.

The Thompsons were
nearly 40s behind the
pair by the end.

@ Brian Phillips

RESULTS (45 LAPS)

1 Paul Caller (Caterham CSR);

2 David Walley (C5R) +7.121s;

3 lan & Neil Thompson (C400): 4
Richard Green (C400); 5 Jez Hobbs
(Caterham Roadsport); 6 Hugh
Coulter (R400). CW Hobbs: Coulter:
Bill Hailstone (C400); Barney Pryor
(C400); Alan & Ben Whibley
(Roadsport); Neil Garner (Caterham
7); Brian Small (Westfield SE).

FL Caller 50.255s (86.53mph).
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Combe Classics race gets underway

COMBE CLASSICS

Local engine builder Nick Stagg
\ed a Ford Escort whitewash of
the inaugural Combe Classics
race in grizzly conditions.

COMBE SALOONS

Tony Hutchings (Audi TT) won
the first Combe Saloon race, but
missed a double when a grassy
exit to Camp let the shadowing
Will di Claudio (Peugeot 106GTi)
through after a superb drive that
put him atop the points table.

COMBE SPORTS & GT

Simon Tilling's Radical turbo was
caught by Martin Baker's slick-shod
Clubsport as the opener finished
on a drying track. After a pace car,
Tilling mugged Craig Fleming on

a one-lap dash second time out.

JAGUAR SALOONS/XJS

Chris Palmer won the sequel to a
Jaguar Saloons/%)5 round held the
previous day at the Brands MGCC
fixture. By the end, he was well
clear of |ames Ramm and Sunday
winner Gary Davis, all driving X)5s.

DEUTSCHE MARQUE

Thomas Houlbrook leapfrogged

a backmarker and his BMW
team-mate David Ball (sharing
with Mark Astall} in a single move
when a caution period ended four
minutes from the conclusion of
the pitstop race at Brands.

SWINGING SIXTIES

Martin and Richard Wager were
heading for a runaway win at
Brands Hatch until their Mini
Cooper 5 was penalised for
overtaking under the safety car.
Charles Marriott’s Turner passed
Tim Cairns's Sprite for victory in
the closing stages. Delayed by a
startline shunt, the second group
also suffered a race of mechanical
attrition. This encounter was
dominated by the Lotus 7 of

Josh Sadler/Gideon Hudsan.

Marriott (right) got the better of Cairns
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~» Race 1 Mark Sumpter
~» Race 2 Ben Demetriou

“That was one of the best
races 1’ve ever done”

Demetriou was delighted with race-two win

PORSCHE CLUB BRANDS HATCH, MAY 5-6

----------------------------------------------------

wic—wy Porsche aces beat
e former BTCC racer

Smith was invinciblein hislittle MGB DEFENDING CHAMP

Mark Sumpter won the
first Porsche Club race,
but he faced a strong
challenge from Peter
Morris’ 9gb.

After Andy Purdie,
James Hilliard and Ben
Demetriou slid off on
oil at Surtees on lap two,
Morris was promoted to
second. The charging 996
reeled in Sumpter, who
defended stoutly until
Morris dived up the inside
of him at Paddock.

the line in third place
behind Andy Purdie.

The second outing
featured fantastic racing
at the front. Mark Proctor
was determined to win
this one — banging wheels
with Purdie on the back
straight to take second.

Proctor took the lead
from Sumpter at Paddock
at mid-distance, with
Demetriou’s Boxster S
following suit a lap later.

Demetriou had been
quietly going about his

ECURIE GTS

Tim Smith was unbeatable in
the Ecurie GTS races. His MGB
beat Brian Lambert's by 14s in
the first encounter and was
over 50s ahead of Peter Edney’s
(who pipped Lambert by 0.08s)
in the second race.

Demetriou passed
Proctorfor victory

FISCAR

Andy Shepherd’s AC Ace led
the early laps, but Nicholas
Ruddell (Aston Martin MKIIT)
was the man to watch. He sped

Purdie (964 C2) +3.653s: 3 Peter

Morris (996); &4 Mark McAleer (996);
5 Ben Demetriou (Boxster 5); 6 James
Hilliard (968CS). Class winner Alex
Eacock. Fastest lap McAleer 54.711s

next eight laps. The former
BTCC man did his best to
prevent the inevitable but,
on the penultimate tour,
Demetriou took the lead

through the pack from 14th and
crossed the line 17s clear of
Kevin Zwolinski's Jaguar XK140.

MGOC

Vince Pain (ZR 160) fended off
a first-lap challenge from Sam
Smith to win race one. Race two
was stopped after just five laps
when Pain’s engine exploded
and left oil at Graham Hill Bend.
Peter Higton wan.

MG METRO CUP

Mike Williams rebuffed Neil
Gardiner’s early challenges to
win race one. Gardiner took the
lead at the start of race two and
sealed victory when Williams’
engine briefly cut out.

CSCC JAGUARS

A tardy start from pole put Gary
Davis (X)S) down to third on the
first lap. After a safety car period
he rose to second, then seized
top spot by bravely outbraking
Chis Palmer’s X)S at Paddock in
wet conditions.

BRSCC 0SS

Tony Sinclair bagged both races.
After two safety car periods in
race ane, Sinclair (Jade)
managed to nip up the inside

of Hart at Paddock and clinch
victory. Race two followed a
similar pattern: Hart (Chiron) led
early on, but was demoted to
second by Sinclair at Paddock.

Hart led Sinclairin 0SS, but lost twice

With four laps left to
run, Morris slowed due
to a broken flywheel.
Sumpter sailed past
him for the win, while
Morris coasted across

Lees leads Leein
early exchanges

business as the Proctor/
Sumpter battle raged,
sneaking by Andy Purdie
when he ran wide at
Graham Hill Bend, and he
pestered Proctor for the

MORGAN CHALLENGE BRANDS HATCH, MAY 5-6

Goddard’s Morgan glory

PHILLIP GODDARD
scored a dominant win in
the Morgan Challenge at
Brands Hatch last weekend.
Goddard took the lead on
lap three of 32, after both
Daniel Lee and Tony Lees
had brief spells at the
head of the field.
Once he hit the front,
Goddard romped clear
of the pack, crossing the
finish line a comnfortable 23
seconds ahead of runner-up
Jeremy Knight,
Behind them, there was
a fantastic squabble for
third between Lee, Lees, Ray
Higgs and Matthew Whrr.
Waurr had managed to
haul his Plus 8R into the
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thick of it from 17th on
the grid, and it was he
who would take the final
podium spot.

Whurr snatched the
position on the 19th tour,
and bravely kept Lee at bay
for the remainder. They
were separated by just 0.6s
when they crossed the line.
@® Matt Upton

RESULTS (32 LAPS) 1 Phillip
Goddard (Plus 8); 2 Jeremy Knight
(Plus 8) +23.317s; 3 Matthew Wurr
(Plus 6R): 4 Daniel Lee (Plus 8):

5 Ray Higgs (Plus 8); 6 Tony Lees
(Plus 8). CW Lee; Tony Rivers
(Roadster): Sharlie Goddard

(Plus 8); Simon Scott (4/4 Sport).
FL P Goddard 54.622s (79.61mph).

at Surtees after Proctor
was baulked by traffic.
@ Matt Upton

RESULTS (27 LAPS) 1 Mark
Sumpter (911 Carrera); 2 Andy

(79.48mph). RACE 2 (20 LAPS)

1 Demetriou; 2 Mark Proctor (993
CS) +0.274s; 3 Sumpter; 4 Purdie;
5 Paul Winter (996 C2) 6 McAleer.
CW Eacock. FL Demetriou 54.651s
(79.57mph).

THOROUGHBRED SPORTSCARS BRANDS HATCH, MAY 5-6

IAN PRIOR SCORED A
hard-earned double win,
but he had to fight off
some tough challenges
from Rob Spencer and
Russell McCarthy.

In race one, fourth-
placed qualifier Spencer
was up to second by lap
four, and a slow-starting
McCarthy wasn’t far
behind. The charging
McCarthy tried to pass
Spencer round the

outside on two occasions
at Druids, but to no avail.
This battle allowed Jon

Ellison’s flame-spitting
TR6 to close up on the
MG duo, and at Paddock
Hill Bend on lap 11 he
sneaked up the inside

of McCarthy for second.
There was the lightest of
contact between the two,

but it was enough to send

McCarthy spinning into
the gravel.

A lap later, Spencer had

finally got the better of
Prior, only for the race to
be stopped. McCarthy’s

Prior triumphs twice
in two chaotic races

stricken MG was deemed
to be in a dangerous
position, so the win went
to Prior on countback.
The second race had
to be restarted when Ian
Cripps lost it at Paddock
in tricky conditions
and slammed into the
barriers. Prior crossed
the line just a second
ahead of McCarthy, who
was closing fast.
® Matt Upton

RESULTS (11 LAPS) 1 Ian Prior
(MGB GT V8); 2 Rob Spencer
(MGB GT V&) +0.033; 3 Jon Ellison
(Triumph TRE}); 4 Simon Cripps
MGB GT V8): 5 Jonathan Edwards
(Morgan Plus 8); & Tim Falce
(Jaguar Ram D-type replica).

CW Spencer; Peter Barnard (Elva
Courier Mk1). FL Ellison 56.003s
(77.64mph). RACE 2 (6 LAPS)

1 Prior; 2 Russell McCarthy (MGB
GT V8) +1.023s; 3 Neil Fowler
(MG C); 4 Barry Holmes (MGB

GT V8); 5 Colin Jones (MGA Twin
Cam): & Jon Ellison (Triumph
TR6). CW Fowler; Holmes. FL
McCarthy 1m00.352s (72.05mph).

PICS: GARY HAWKINS, |IM MOIR
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MG TROPHY QUICK RESULTS
RACES & RESULTS ~» Race 1 Christopher Bra

MGCC/SMRC -» Race 2 Bray - -
BRANDS/KNOCKHILL -» Race 3 Bray mﬁ:ﬂ;‘m

MG TROPHY BRANDS HATCH, MAY 5-6

Bray frustrates Streather with a triple

CHRISTOPHER BRAY straightforward lights-to- Bray’s tail in the early stages processional affair, with
was in imperious form flag victory for Bray. and nearly touched the back  Bray taking the victory
in the MG Trophy last Streather was the only of his car at Paddock. having led for the race’s
weekend, taking the top man anywhere near him, At half distance, Streather duration. Streather and Weston(left) briefly led Sibley (right)
honours in all three races. finishing 2.4 seconds finally wrestled the lead Luti again completed
Bray set a blistering pace  behind. Scotsman Paul Luti  from Bray. His lead was to the podium. MG MIDGETS & SPRITES
in qualifying, claiming pole  was third, a whopping 24 be short-lived, though. Two @ Matt Upton Paul Sibley dominated at
by more than 1.6 seconds seconds in arrears. corners later, at a slippery Brands. Despite David Weston's
from Paul Streather. The second race was Graham Hill Bend, Streather RESULTS (13 LAPS) 1 Christopher fast start in race one, nobody
It was no surprise, then, a much tighter affair. ran wide and was usurped Bray (ZR 180); 2 Paul Streather (ZR could stop Sibley. Pete Collinson,
that Saturday’s race was a Streather was right on by both Bray and Luti. 180) +2.442s: 3 Paul Luti (LE 500); who started at the back in race
Streather eventually took 4 Robin Walker (ZR 190); 5 Dan two, claimed a brilliant third.
8 streatherrunswide  second place back from Luti  Neaves (ZR 190): 6 Doug Cole (ZR
as Bray claims lead at Druids, but he couldn’t 190). CW Luti; Alistair Rushforth SCOTTISH CLASSICS
catch Bray. (ZR 160); David Koskela (F 160). Andrew Smith's Margan took
“I'm confident I could FL Streather 55.40s (77.73mph). both wins at Knockhill, but Stan
have held the lead had I not  RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 1 Bray; Bernard's Porsche 911 battled
made the mistake,” said a 2 Streather +3.238s; 3 Luti; 4 Cole; through the field, having not
frustrated Streather. But his 5 Neaves; 6 Paul Savage (ZR 160). gualified on Saturday. He tried
winning rival Bray begged CW Luti; Savage; Koskela. FL Bray to grab second at the last corner
to differ: “I was a little bit 55.814s 72.70mph. RACE 3 of race two, but had to follow
ginger — [ was worried (15 LAPS) 1 Bray; 2 Streather Barry Riddell's Triumph home.
about oil on the track.” +4.977s; 3 Luti; 4 Cole; 5 Neaves;
The final outing of the 6 Savage. CW Luti; Savage; Koskela. NSSCC
day was a much more FL Bray 59.646s (72.90mph). Mike Williamson's Evo was the

perfect tool for the snowy track

during the second NS5CC race
SCOTTISH FIESTAS KNOCKHILL, MAY 5-6 at Knockhill, until ignition
. - [ ) problems slowed his charge.
Al.lan retu rns W]th neW car m o I . This left Stephen Kell to take a
d F. t 'Ct & LA I A i 54 surprise win in his Sierra XR4,.
dna SCores riesta victory errieh W
FORMER XR2 RACER was his own undoing [on . | . | David Sleigh steered through
Andrew Allan returned the last lapl” ol B e -. '. T T snow and controversy to take
in a newer Fiesta ST and Nonetheless, Robertson | [ R A Yt R 10 viins at Knocknill The
grabbed a win in difficult got his revenge in the 5 : Marshall (3) won meeting was dominated by
conditions at Knockhill. second race and led five outofsixraces unrest among drivers and teams,
Allan battled Scott comfortably in the drier : - who were upset with officials
Robertson, who led the conditions, while Dave SCOTTISH LEGERDS KNOCKHILL, NAY 5-6 taking a tough line on drivers
early laps, the pair rubbin Colville sneaked past earlier exceeding the track limits.
dhoulders on themain viewor alln o ke second. | IN]@FSHAL Ke@ps rolling
straight as the leader @® Jonathan Crawford SALOONS/SPORTSCARS
defended his position. THE STEAMROLLER SATURDAY FINAL (10 LAPS) 1 Ross  Stewart Whyte's Ford Escort
At the end of lap two, RESULTS (BOTH 10 LAPS) 1 Andrew | performance of Legends Marshall; 2 David Hunter +2.512s; took both Knockhill races ahead
Robertson went wide at Allan (ST); 2 Scott Robertson (5T) ace Ross Marshall 3 Paul O'Brien; &4 Carol Brown; of the usual clutch of Westfields.
the hairpin, which let Allan +1.444s: 3 Dave Colville (5T continued at Knockhill. 5 David Allan; 6 Gerard McCosh. The wintery weather of race
into the lead. A last-lap 4 Stuart Haston (ST): 5 Blair The reigning champion FL Marshall 1m00.741s (75.86mph).  two opened the door for Colin
assault was rebuked by a Murdoch (5T): 6 Wayne MacCauley | added another perfect HEAT 1 (8 LAPS) 1 Marshall; Simpson's Marcos, but his pace
determined move to the (XR2). CW MacCauley. FL Robertson | score of three wins in 2 Brown +0.331s; 3 O'Brien; fell away as the track dried.
inside on the back straight. 1m04.828s (71.08mph). Saturday’s races, plus 4 Glenn Burtenshaw. FL Marshall
“My mirror was off, so RACE 2 1 Robertson; 2 Colville two more on Sunday. 1m00.385s (76.31mph). HEAT 2 SCOTTISH FORMULA FORD
I couldn’t see him,” Allan +2.194s; 3 Allan; 4 Murdoch; Rookie David Newall (8 LAPS) 1 Marshall; 2 Hunter The changeable form of the field
said. “He squeezed me up 5 George Orr (ST); 6 Haston. continues to impress, and +0.554s; 3 Brown; 4 O'Brien. continued at Knockhill. Alistair
the straight and that took CW Peter Cruickshank (XR2). FL he took a second and a FL Marshall 1m00.543s (76.11mph). Dow (Ray GR509) took his
my mirror off, so I guess it Robertson 1m02.853s (72.13mph). third on Sunday despite SUNDAY FINAL (10 LAPS) first win in race one after Ross
having to start at the back. 1 Marshall; 2 Brown +0.964s; McEwan (Van Diemen RF92)
fﬂllﬂ"lﬂiﬂS ST fight Former champ Carol 3 David Newall; 4 Robbie Burgoyne; spun. McEwan gained revenge
L) ey Brown finished second 5 O'Brien; 6 Hunter, FL Hunter in race two after a spin by Dow.
in Sunday’s finale. Her 1m00.342s (76.37mph). HEAT 1
Burnett Motorsport team (8 LAPS) 1 Hunter; 2 Newall McEwan (74) spun, thE"WU" race two
rallied after a disastrous +0.178s; 3 Marshall; 4 Burtenshaw. - =t |
weekend necessitated FL Marshall 1m00.712s (75.90mph).
three engine changes and HEAT 2 (8 LAPS) 1 Marshall.
a so-mile round trip to 2 O'Brien +0.650s; 3 Burgoyne;
collect the required parts. 4 Newall. FL O'Brien 1m02.094s
® Jonathan Crawford (74.21mph).
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SNETTERTON 300

J60MRC/HRDC, MAY 5-6

HRDCTCG3 (12 LAPS)

1Joe Allenby-Byme (Ford Cortina Mk1):
2 Nigel Webb: (Jaguar MkZ) +19260s;

3 Peter Dorlin (Jaguar Mi2) 4 Ben
chuckburgh CAlfa Romeo Giulia Super)

& Geoff Turral (Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint
GTx 6 Peter Burton (Jaguar MG

Class winners Weli: Paul Hocking

(Fiat Abarth 1000TC) Fastest lap
Allenby-Byme Smi28 300s (7207 mph)
HRDCMGBS0 (12 LAPS)

1 Bill Kirkpatrick: 2 Will Linley +&. 7235,

3 Jon Sandilands; 4 David Alston:

& Matthew Green; 6 Peter Mallett.

FL Green 2me7757s (7233mph)
OLYMPICBREAKFAST SPRINT

{20 LAPS)1 Gwyn Pollard (Crossle 95);

2 John Taylor (Crossle 95) 73665, 3 Andy
Todd (Crossle S8} 4 Johin Wilkes (Taguar
D-type Replical), s Ken Culverwell (Mamba
C23R Lotus 23} 6 Dom Spicer/Paul
Summerville (Crossle S5) FL Pollard
2IM0SE5Gs (82 45mph)
BONUSSPRINT (10 LAPS) 1 John Taylor
(Crossle 95} 2 Paul Begley (Caterham
supersport) +21.381s; 3 Robert Cooper
(Supersport);, 4 John Saunders
tSupersport) 5 Dean Becker (Caterham
Tracksport) & MNeil Philpotts (Mitsulishi
Starion) FL Taylor 2ml0925s (8163mph)

SILVERSTONE

BARC, MAY 5-6
BLUEOVALSALOONS (BOTH 19 LAPS)
1 Colin Tester (Sierra Cosworth) & Ashley
Bird (S1erra XE41) +1.404s; 3 David Matthias
(Escort Cosworthy) 4 Laki Christoforou
(Escort RS1600% 5 Piers Grange (Escort
M), & Paul Mesrll (Escort BS20007).
CW Christoforow; Ronnie Haines (Escort);
Fobert Tayvlor (Fiesta) FL Tester
ImOES=7s (029G mph) RACE 21 Tester:
2 Bird +349/. 3 5oott Matthias (Escort
Cosworth 4 Christoforou: 5 D Matthias;
& MNevill CW Christoforou; Marlk
Freemantle (Escort Mk} Taylor
FL Tester ImO3462s (5279mph).

Fleming’s Juno was denied
Combe Special GT win late on

_.-...-

CTCRC/AROCALFA ROMEO
CHALLENGE (BOTH 13 LAPS)1Roz
Shaw (GT AM). 2 Richard Merrell {Giuha
GT Juniorn +5.359s, 3 Dave Messager (75);
4 Bob Trotter (Alfetta GTVES Jonathan
Griffin (Giulia Super) & Will Morton

(Alfetta GTV) CW Messager FL Merrell
Imil2 375 (21 50mph) RACE 21 Shaw,

2 Merrell +0B0Gs; 3 Griffin: 4 Morton:
S5Will Dick (GT Tax 6 Ralph Ledamun
(Alfetta) CW Ledarmun FL Shaw
Iml0919s (83.27mph).
CLASSICSALOONS & HISTORIC
TOURING CARS (12 LAPS)

1 Mark Ashworth (Ford Mustang):

2 David Hall (Lotus Cortina) +1.434s:

3 Fhil Manser (Mini Cooper: 4 Richard
Sprige (Ford Anglia 106E)X S Julian
Crossley (Morris Minik 6 Andy Messham
CAustin Mini Seven) CW Stuart Radford
(Triumph 2000} Manser; Jerermy
Enight (Austin A35) Messham; Hall

FL Ashworth Imi3502s (80 34mph),
RACE2 (13 LAPS)1 Ashworth: 2 Hall
+11.24°/5; 3 Manser: 4 Sprige: 5 Roger IXbdon
(Mini Cooper 56 Crossley CW Radiord:
Matiser; Luc Wilson (Austin A40),
Messham; Hall FL Ashworth 1Iml1.866s
(B2 17mph).

POSTHISTORIC & CLASSIC GROUP1
TOURING CARS(BEOTH 14 LAPS)

1 Tim Scott Andrews (Rover Vitesse)

2 Riorden Welbw (Rowver SD1) +14 Olds

3 David Howard (Jaguar X 112). 4 Steve
Cripps (Ford Escort RS2000) 5 David
Hickion (Opel Ascona), & Johin Wright
(Ford Escort BS) CW Howard; Cripps:
Tom Bateson (VW Scirocco GTi): Neil Bray
(Ford Flesta) FL Scott Andrews ImO7019s
(B654mph) RACE 21 Scott Andrews;
2Howard «644 2 3 Welbny: 4 Cripps:

5 Hicktor, & Willlam Jenkdns (BMW 20
CSL) CW Howard; Cripps; Bateson; Bray
FL Scoft Andrews ImO7031s (88 10mph).
2CVs (BOTH 14 LAPS) 1 Jonathan
Rundie; 2 Phil Myatt +0106s; 3 Wayne
Cowling 4 Alec Graham, 5 Sammie
Fritchley: 6 Glenn Oswin FL Myatt
Im26561s(6709Imph) RACE 2

1 5imon Clarke. £ sandro Proiett 00 As;
3 Graham; 4 Matthew Hollis; 5 Oswin;

& Peter Dalkin, FL Proietti Im2/61 /s
(5/40mph).

CASTLE COMBE
BARC/CCRC, MAY 7

CASTLE COMBE CLASSICS (11 LAPS)
1 Nick Stagg (Ford Escort RS); 2 Lakl
Christoforou (Ford Escort BS) <384 25s;
3 Exic Woolley (Ford Escort RS} 4 Justin
Wilson {Alfa Romen 2000GTVES John
Dobson (Alta Bomeo 2000GTV): 6 John
Moon (Cox GTM). FL Stagg lm30134s
(738Smph).

CASTLECOMBE SALOONS (9 LAPS)
1 Tony Hutchings (Audi TT)

2 Mark Wyatt (Vauxhall Astra) +4028s;

3 Mark Funnell (Mini Cocper 5 4 Will di
Claudio (Peugeat 106GTi) 5 Rob Ballard
(SEAT Leon} & Russell Alers (Vauxhall
Astra) CW di Claudic; Akers.
FLHutchings Im31518s (7277mph).
RACE 2 (9 LAPS)1di Claudio;

2 Hutchings +0816s; 3 Wyatt: 4 Ballard:

5 Funnell 6 Kevin Bird (BMW 1 Series)
CW Charles Hyde-Andrews-Bird (Ford
Fiesta) FL Whyatt Imi16 815s (86 70mph).
CASTLECOMEE SPORTS&GT

(12 LAFS)15imon Tilling (Radical

SR3 turbo); 2 Martin Baker (Radical
Clubsport) +0159s; 3 Josh Smith (Radical
PRG} 4 Craig Fleming (uno TR250);

5 Gary Prebble (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo):
& Narman Lackford (Radical Prospaort)
CW Frebble FL Baker ImO9081s
{SG.40mmph)

RACE 2(9 LAPS)1 Tilling;

2 Flemming +H0707s; 3 Des Andrews
{Megahart G001} 4 Lackford; 5 Prebble;

& Smith, CW Prebble FL Tilling Im13194s
(9OSOmpl).

TOYOTA MR2(13LAPS)

1 Matthew Palmer. 2 Ben Bowe +1 342s;
3 George Robinson; 4 Inm Davies;

5 Etuart Nicholls; &6 Malcolm Edeson
CW Davies FL Palmer Imd2 68bs
{(BOS4mph)

BRANDS HATCH
CSCC, MAY 7

JAGUARSALOON/XIS (21 LAPS)

1 Chris Palmer (XIS}, 2 James Ramm
(X15) +98/2s; 3 Gary Davis ({15} 4 David
Howard OCNEY 5 Patrick Daovle GOIS):

& Paul Merrett (3(15). CW Davis; Kevin
Dioyie (X.J& Coupe) lan Drage (X1S}
Thomas Barclay (Coupe) FL Davis
57837s (7518mph).

DEUTSCHE MARQUE (39 LAPS)

1 Thomas Houlbrook (BMW E36 M3):

2 Mark Astall/David Ball (BMW E36 M3)
+3500s5; 3 Kevin Maxted/Nick Starkey
{BMW E36 M3 4 Pete Morris (Porsche
568k 5 Phillip Perryman/Thomas Barley
(BMW M3} 6 James Neal/Neil Harvey
{Porsche 964) CW Maxted,/Starkey: Barry
& Luke Johnson (Forsche 44 52k Mark &
Matthew Humphries (BMW E36 Coupel
Harry Sherrard (BMW Mini Cooper)
FLHoulbrook 535865 (8115mph).
SWINGING SIXTIES GROUP1

(39 LAPS)1 Charles Marriott (Turner
M) 2 T Catimis CAustin Healey Sprite)
1 1ap; 3 Roy Chambetlain (Triumph TR4x
4 Glenn Canning (NSU TT) 5 Gil Duffy/
Fippa Cow { Austin Healey Sprite):

& Cliff Fray'Fiers Bridgeman-williams

{ Alfa Romeo Giulia) CW Chamberlain:
Canning; Peter Tognola,Peter Monk
{Porsche 911) FL Martin & Richard Water
{(Mini Cooper S)56620s (72 20mpl)
GROUP 2 (31 LAPS) 1 Josh Sadler/Gideon
Hudson (Lotus 7). 2 Harry Wyndham
{Jaguar Etvpe)+365675,3 Thomas
BaneyFhillip Perryiman (Chevrolet
Camaro} 4 Chris Edwards (Lotus 7543 5
Andrew Smith Marcos 1800 GT 6 David
Thomas (Ford Capri MED CW Wynidham:
Barlev/Perrviman; Smitly; Thomas;
Michael & Callum Grav (Jaguar E-tvpe).
FL SadlerHudson 54 598s (A964mph).

BRANDS HATCH
MGCC, MAY 5-6

ECURIE GTS (30 LAPS)1 Tom Smith
(MGB Roadster). 2 Brian Lambert (MGE)
£141105; 3 John Andon (Triumph TR,
4Graham Jones (MGE Roadster} 5 Peter
Edney/George Edney (MGE Roadster):

& Pete Foster (Triumph TR4), CW Andon;
Roger Whiteside (Maorgan 4/4)

FL Andon58656s (74 08mph).

RACE 227 LAPS) 1 Smith; ZF Edney
{(MGE Roadster) 451 429 3 Lambert:

4 Jones; 5 Mike Harris (MGB), 6 Foster.
CW Foster; Whiteside FL.Smith
ImO&e565s (64 55mph)

FISCAR (23 LAPS) 1 Nicholas Ruddell
{Aston Martin MKIID: 2 Kevin Zwolinski
{Jaguar XK140 FHC) 4171335 3 Andy
Shepherd (AC Ace Bristol) 4 John
Hilbery (Lotus Elite 52 b Rob Cobden
(Fairthorpe Electron) 6 Jason Kennedy
{(Lancia Aurella B20GT) FL Ruddell
1ml4 3435 (5848mph).

MGOC (16 LAPS) 1 Vince Pain (ZR 1600,

2 David Mellor (MGF VWC) +2 844s;
J5am Smith (MGF} 4 Simon Kendrick
(MGF VVC) 5 Mark Barker (MGE) 6 Dean
Sullivan (ZR 160). CW Mellor; Paul Eales
(MGB GT) FL Peter Higton (MG F) 5584175
(44 mph) RACE2(5 LAPS) 1 Higton,

2 Kendrick +1706s; IMellor: 4 Smith:

5 Barker; 6 Stuart Philps (MGE).

CW John O Brien (ZR 160} Eales

FL Mellor 58452 (74 34mph)
MGMETRO CUP (15 LAPS)

1 Mike Williams (Rover 100} £ MNeal
Gardiner (Rover Metra GTi) +3189s;

3 Tom Sanderson (Rover Metro Gtil

4 Tony Howe (MG Metro Turbo)

5 Thomeas Grainger (Rover 100 Gt

& Mark Bellarmy (MG Metro) CW Gramger:
Callum Evison (MG Metro). FL Gardiner
58351s (M4 52mph) RACE2 (14 LAPS)

1 Gardiner: 2 Williams +17/41s; 3 Grainger;
4 Sanderson; 5 David Javes (MG Metro
Turbo) 6 Howe, CW Grainger; Evison

FL Gardiner ImOaS36s (64 961mph)
JAGUAR SALOON/XIJS (17 LAPS)

1 Gary Davis (X15) 2 Chris Falmer (X15)
#] 1005, 3 James Ramm (LISk 4 Jan Drage
(IS5} 5 Kevin Doyle (XJ6 Coupel 6 Paul
Merrett LIS CW Palmer; Drage:

Dawles Thomas Barclay (Coupe).

FL Davis Im06542s5 (66 35mph).
BRSCCOSS (19 LAPS) 1 Tony Sinclair
(Jade 3} 2 Doug Hart (Chiron/Hart 2012}
+2 808s; 3 Darcy Smith (Radical SR4)

4 Graham Hill (Radical Prosport):

5 Ginger Marshall (Bowibwy Marl: 2):

& Chris Enderby {Radical SR4)

CW Hart: Hill: Graham Read (JKS SC10)
FL Sinclalr 535555 (8144mph).

RACE 2(18 LAPS)1 Sinclair: 2 Hart
#3675 3 Smith: 4 Hill: 5 Marshall 6 Gary
Mellors (Radical SR3 RS). CW Hart: Hill;
Bead FL Sinclair 550695 (/8 86mph)
MG MIDGET &SPRITECHALLENGE
(17 LAPS)}1Paul Sihley (Midget),

2 David Weston (Midget) +5665s

3 Martin Morris (Midget) 4 Edward Reeve
(Midget): 5 Paul Campfield (Frogeye
Sprite) & James Dunkley (Midget) CW
Campfield; Tam Neat (Midgety Tom
Walleer (Austin Healey Sprite Mk1} John
Collinson (Midget) FL Eibley 52 3225
B3Nmph) RACE 2(14 LAPS) 1 Sibley.
2Meat +38.445¢; 3 Peter Collinson
{Ansiin Healey Sprite M1} 4 Weston;

5 Campfield: 6 Morris. CW Neat:
Campfield; Brian Bedford (Sprite):
JCaollinscn. FL Sibley ImO=3971s

B9 mph).

PETER BEST CHALLENGE (16 LAPS)

1 Andrew Ashton (Rover Metro GTL

2 Simon Hutchinson (MG Midget) +3452s;
3 David Brown (MG ZR 160): 4 Clive Jones
(MGE Eoadster} 5 Nick Arden (MG
Maestro EFT} 6 Frank Thompson (IMGB
Roadster) CW Hutchinson: Brown: Jones.

FL Ashton Im{r/A3:s (64,7 /mph)
RACE 2 (14 LAPS)1 Ashton; 2 Arden
+EG5G60s; 3 Brown; 4 Jones; & Martin
Doherty (MGE Boadster), 6 Hutchinson
CW Arden; Broswny, Hutchinson.

FL Ashton ImO4d S83s (66.S1imph).
ICONICS50s SPORTS CARS (16 LAPS)
1 Chiris Owen (MG TAS/TC), 2 Peter House
(MG TC)+7883s; 2 Gaorge Edney (MG
TEY, 4 Nick Ashman (MG TF)S Jonathan
Abecassis (Austin Healey 100/4%

& Howard Maguire (Playiord MG).

CW Ashman; Colin Youle (Jaguar
XK1200 FL Owen Imill.037s (61.21mph),
BCVS8 (13 LAPS)1 Russell McCarthy
(MGBGT VB} 2 James Wheeler (MGE
Roadster) +29°7 s 3 Simon Wood
(MGE} 4 Jonnie Wheeler (MGE
Roadster) 5 Mike Harris (MGBY. G Barry
Haolmes (MGEGT VE) CW Whesler:
Harms; BEob Muir (MGE Eoadster)

FL McCarthy ImO0 346s (7206mph).

KNDCKHILL

SMRC, MAY 5-6

CLASSICSPORTS & SALOONS

(10 LAPS) 1 Andrew Smith (Morgan +8)

2 Barry Riddell (Triormph TR8) +0.255s;

3 Bavimond Boywd (Porsche 911k 4 Robert
Marshall (Ford Escort RS): 5 Willy Toye
(Trivmph TREk & Stan Bemard (Porsche
S} CW Riddell; Marshall; Donald Laird
(Lotus Elan): Nick Boves (Mini Cooper),
FL Smith ImO0124s (76 64mph).

RACE 2 (10 LAPS) 1 Smitly, 2 Riddell
#0035 3 Bernard: 4 Marshall: 5 Tove:

& Bovd CW Riddell: Marshall: Jimmy
Crow (Ford Escort) Boves FLBernard
59005 (77 18mph)
NSSCCCLASSESE,.C.D (15 LAPS)

1 Mike Williamson (Mitsubishi Evol

2 Tony Allison (Mitsubishi Evo) +0480s:
3 Mark Armstrong (Subar Imprezak

4 Paul Moss (Citroen Saxo) 5 Miles Collins
(Peugeot 206GT1: 6 Martin Addison
(Peugeat 106), CW Moss;, Gary Mitchell
(BMW 3182 FL Allison 572885 (B044mph)
RACE 2 (15 LAPS) 1 5tephen Kell (Ford
Sierra XR4) 2 Wilhiamson +1.345s;

3 Allison; 4 Ken Hall (Metro 6R4

b Collins; 6 Moss. CW Collins; Mitchell

FL Willlamson Im03.325s (72 77mph)
MINI COOPER CUP (9 LAPS) 1 David
Sleigh 2 Steven Clarke +0.336s; 3 Kyle
Reid: 4 Tim Sleigh; 5 Ross Wylie: 6 Stefan
i Resta FL Wylie ImO3.501s (72 57/mph)
RACE2(9 LAPS)1D Sleigh; 2'T Sleigh
+3.708% 3 Wilie: 4 Clarke: & Reid: 6 Kenny
McLeod FL Clarke 1mO4 773 (71 1dmph).
RACE 3 (8 LAPS) 1 Steven Brewster.

2 Reid «0358s: 3 T Sleigh; 4 D Sleigh:

5 McLeod, &6 Wylle FL D Sleigh
ImC3598s (7245mph).
SALOONS & SPORTSCARS/NSSCCA,
E.F (18 LAPS)1 Stewart Whyte (Escort).

& Garry Watson{Westfield ) +1440s;

3 Cameron Purdie {Westfield) 4 David
Headen (Caterhiam CER ) 5 Philip Durncan
(Westfield) 6 Colin Simpscn (Marcos
Manti=s) CW Watson: Bill Addison
(Caterham Supersport) Adam Kindness
(Subaru Impreza) FL Watson b2 748s

B/ 36mph) RACE2(17 LAPS)1 Whyte:

2 Watson +1.014s; 3 Headen; 4 Purdie

5 Simpsoi & John Grant (Mitsubish Evio),
CW Watson: Addison: Alasdair MoGowan
(Citroen Saxo); Mark REobson (Subaru
Impreza) FL. Headen 55.506s (B2 42mpli)
FF1600 (10 LAPS)1 Alistair Dow (Ray
GRS09); 2 Ross McEwan (Van Diemen
RFSE) +2 2165 3 Andrew Brennan (Swift
SCE2FY: 4 Michael Gray (Vector) 5 Greg
Stark (Van Dietmen} & Paul Kopec (Ray
GRE08). CW Ivor Mairs (Mondiale) FL
McEwan 558655 (82 49mph) RACE 2

(10 LAPS)] McEwan: 2 Jordan Gronkowski
(Van Diemen); 3 Dow; 4 Brennan; 5 Kopec;
& Andy Paterson (Van Diemen). CW
Mairs FL Dow 562775 (81 88mph),
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PICS: OLIVER READ, M54

WHAT DOES 'I'IIE MSA
ACTUALLY DO FORUS?

The governing body of UK motorsport is often criticised and little understood, so
AUTOSPORT sat down with the key players to let them explain its role in our sport

AS: What does the MSA perceive

as its role within the sport?

CH: At our essence we’re a regulator,
and the first job of a regulator is to
come up with common rules. That’s
why the clubs came together 100 or
s0 years ago. So if you’ve got a car,
wherever vou go with it, vou can play.

The second thing is that because
we're perceived to be a‘danger sport’
you need common safety standards.
Therefore, we set the standards for the
cars, the venues and circuits, personal
equipment and the driving.

There’s also fair play, and for that vou
need a judicial system of protests and
appeals that is independent. There are
lots of other things, but I think those
are the fundamentals of what we are.

AS: What is the nature of the MSA’s
relationship with the FIA?

CH: At a lower level vou don’t want to
be bound by the FIA because their rules
are constructed for Formula 1 and the
World Rally Championship, and vou
could never apply them to trials, or
autotests. The reason there is no

competing ASN is because under
the FIA there can only be one for
motorsport per country. We'd like to
think that the reason we are the only
governing body is because we satisfy
what people want, but there’s nothing
to stop people starting up their own
members club outside of the MSA
and outside of the FIA. If vou're not
performing as a governing body, vou
will be challenged by the FIA.

AG: The MSA is also incredibly highly
regarded — vou may find it hard to
believe, but a lot of our national
regulations and our rulebook have been
copied. That’s because we've got more
diversification of motorsport than
probably anvwhere else in the world.

AS: What about other initiatives that
are non-regulatory, such as the Go
Motorsport campaign?

AG: Sport and business has evolved,
and if vou look at any successful

sport in this country, vou will see the
governing bodies have become involved
in promoting their sport — whether

yvou're talking about football or rugby
or sailing — they all [have] incredibly
active governing bodies now.

CH: Take a few examples of some of
the other things we do: the sell-off of
the forests — we have correspondence
with the Government to say if you’re
going to sell it off, please maintain our
rights of access for motorsport. If yvou
go back further, they were talking
about changing a 14-day planning

rule under which most clubs organise
their events — that could have killed
motorsport. The other one was the
Government trving to tell farmers they
couldn’t set aside land for motorsport.
Why pick on us? So again we lobbied
the Government, took them to the
High Court, and they folded.

There are lots of issues that come up
through legislation that could have an
effect on motorsport, and vou’ve got
to be strong enough and have the
contacts to stop that happening.

AS: These are obviously responses to
particular issues, but with things like

KEY

AS: AUTOSPORT
CH: Colin Hilton
AG: Alan Gow
BT:Ben Tavlor
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- MSAsetsthe UK's safety and judicial standards

Go Motorsport did you drive those or
were they a response to licence holders?
AG: No, we drove Go Motorsport. We
saw people were doing a great job
promoting sailing and decided we
needed to do that for motorsport.

I think a lot of people in our sport
thought, “We know motorsport exists, so
whyv are vou doing this?’ But four vears
on it’s incredibly successful and has
achieved more than we thought it would.

AS: So what has it achieved, then?
Are you able to demonstrate its impact

M

— ¥ Al Nl [ %

s
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on the numbers of licence holders?
CH: The problem vou've got is that the
churn [turnover of licence holders] in
the sport is now about 22 per cent per
annum. When vou’ve got a churn of that
level, vou don’t know in a recession
whether the Go Motorsport campaign
has managed to maintain numbers.

AG: During a severe recession we've
only seen a drop of five per cent over
three vears in licence holders. I'd
imagine most businesses would give
their right arm to drop their business
by five per cent in the past four years.

CH: The number of events has hardly
changed, and the number of entries,
which is where it really gets hit, has
gone down 10 per cent in three years.

AG: It’s doing something — even in
the most basic terms it’s increasing
awareness. And marshals are a good
point. We've seen a net increase over
the past four vears. Motorsport has a
massive problem retaining marshals,
so to have an increase is extraordinary.

AS: Why has the MSA felt the need

to get involved in driver development,
through programmes like Team UK?
CH: If vou look at the interest in a
sport, it’s down to people. We need
our drivers at the pinnacle of the sport.

BT: We’'re going to do a piece of work
this vear that will seek to quantifv the
value of a world champion in Formula 1
or WRC to UK motorsport. We know
there’s a virtuous circle: the more
success you get, the more media
coverage yvou get, the more interest p

The MSA team outside its
headquarters at Colnbrook

e
———

T

INTERVIEW
MSA TOPBRASS

THE MSA'S
KEY FIGURES

ALAN GOW ﬂ
Gow chairs and leads the "g_.;,
MSA’s board of directors to e

ensure that it remains in full “
control of the company’s

affairs and provides good corporate
governance. Alan is also president of

the FIA Touring Car Commission.

COLIN HILTON ﬁ
- l‘ !

Chiief executive
Hilton manages the day-to- y -

day business and operations @

of the MSA, reporting to the .‘.
MSA board. Colin is also the

UK’s deputy member of the World Motor
Sport Council.

JOHN SYMES

Technical director

Symes oversees the technical
and environmental policies
of the MSA. He is responsible
for the management of
insurance claims on the M5A's policy, and
leads investigations into serious or fatal
incidents. He is also responsible for the
inspection and licensing of venues, and is
an FIA-nominated inspector as part of his
role on the FIA Circuits Commission.

BEN TAYLOR

Director of development
and communications
Taylor leads the MSA’s
development activities,
which focus on developing
clubs, attracting new people to the sport
and developing young drivers. He also
manages the MSA’s communications.

SIMON FOWLER

clubs manager

Fowler is responsible for a
department that issues close i
to 5000 event permits each

year. It also handles route authorisation
for events that take place on the public
highway, such as navigational rallies and
trials, appoints event stewards, handles
new club registrations and paperwork for
events on the FIA international calendar.

MICHAEL
WENTWORTH

Licensing manager
Wentworth is in charge of the
MSA licensing department,
which issues 32,000
competition licences and processes
approximately 6000 marshal registrations
and 2500 officials’ licences each year.
Michael leads a five-person licensing team.
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< you create, the more likely people are
to become aware of the sport and join
a club at grass roots level. That makes
a broader base at the pyramid, which
increases the size of the gene pool from
which vou can pull in the future, which
increases the quality of people coming
up through the sport. It’s valuable,
but we haven’t put a figure on it.
It would be great for the sport if
we could demonstrate that there’s a
£200 million benefit to Jenson Button
becoming world champion. Silverstone
didn’t sell out its Grand Prix in the three
years before Lewis Hamilton arrived
— you couldn’t give tickets away. It’s
been sold out every yvear now since 2007.
There’s a secondarv reason, in that the
guys that have made it in the past have
made it in spite of the governing body,
not because of it. Consequently, when
you speak to a David Coulthard or a
Jenson Button, they have no relationship
with the MSA. It’s an organisation that
just took money off them every vear.
What the organisation is doing by
having Team UK and the MSA Academy
is building a relationship with so of the
best drivers at Formula 3 level and below
on an individual basis. So if theyv do
make it to the top, they’re going to
be much more likely to engage with the
governing body in promoting the sport
in the future, and that’s got to be of
enormous benefit.

AS: Looking at the structure of the
MSA, you have two other companies:
International Motor Sports Ltd

British driversin F1are
crucial to grass roots

“Sport and business has evolved.
All governing bodies have become
involved in promoting their sport”
Alan Gow justifies Go Motorsport

and British Grand Prix Ltd. Can

yvou explain what they do?

AG: BGP is a ring-fence. Because the
British GP has about four different
contracts [relating to it] it gets really
confusing. That company helps us
manage the relationship between FOM,
the FTA, Silverstone and ourselves
regarding the British GP. IMS is a
commercial arm of the MSA. The FIA
made a directive some 10 vears ago
that all ASNs should separate their
commercial arms from their governments,
so there’s no conflict of interest. IMS
supports the MSA by providing a profit
that enables us to do this other work.

CH: The licence holders are not paving
for anything more than we provide

for them — licences, safe circuits,
homologations and the other regulatory
things that we do. We don’t make
money out of licence holders. The other
initiatives, such as Go Motorsport, are
funded through the commercial
activities of IMS.

AS: Why do you need such a strong
balance sheet?

CH: Because at any time we could get
a claim outside of insurance. We've
got public liability insurance, officials’

insurance cover, competitors’ insurance
cover. No matter what vou do, at some
point vou’re going to get hit with a
claim that isn’t insured.

AG: If we had a big claim outside of
insurance that would be the end of
the governing body.

AS: Have you ever had to deal with
a claim outside of insurance?

CH: We've always managed to cover
them, so far.

AS: How do vou decide how big

a buffer to have?

CH: The absolute minimum we need
to be fairly safe is about £5.5 million.
That’s what professionals tell us.

AS: You’ve already said that one
of these big claims outside of
insurance could kill the governing
body, so what would happen to
motorsport without the MSA?
AG: Motorsport wouldn’t stop,
but the FIA would have to delegate
the authority to someone else.

BT: The British Ski Federation and the
British Boxing Board of Control both
went bust and left their sports in a state
of inertia. All of the infrastructure that
Colin’s just described, all the unseen
tentacles of the sport, which have kept it
going for 100 vears, would be ripped up.

AG: We have a dutv to make sure that
this sport is not vulnerable to that, and
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that’s why we do what we do. Don’t
forget the MSA is a not-for-profit
organisation, so the only reason we have
a strong balance sheet is to ensure we
provide good governance. Everything
we make goes back into the sport.

BT': One of the criticisims often levelled
at the governing body is we’ve got all
that money in the bank, so we should

be spending a million quid a year on
providing Kris Mecke with a drive in the
WRC or taking a driver into Formula 1.
And that’s a brilliant idea — if vou’re
only going to be around for the next
couple of vears. It’s got to be sustainable.

AS: So what exactly do the licence
holders get for their money?

CH: They get venues that are safe,
because we inspect them and push the
track owners to improve standards.
They get safe cars, because thev have to
comply with our technical regulations.
Thev get officials who are properly
trained, so they get fair play. Thev get
rescue crews trained by us. They get

a judicial system. It goes on and on.

AG: There are also lots of things the
MSA is doing now that it’s never done
before. You're now getting regular
communication from us, vou're now
getting a quality magazine — and all of
this is not paid for with licence fees. All
the initiatives we’ve been talking about
have been started in the past six or seven
vears, but licence fees have only ever
gone up with inflation.

AS: A lot of the initiatives vou've
talked about come from the top down,
but how can licence holders influence
the MISA?

AG: Through their committees. One

of our great downfalls is that people
don’t understand the structure. The
easiest way to explain it is in terms of
government and the civil service. We're
the civil service and the Motor Sport
Council is the government. The
government consists of representatives
from different areas, so the MSC has
people from karting, hillclimb,
off-road, and all these different people
sit on committees that decide the
regulations. If those regs get approved,
the civil service, which is us, puts them
into action. We’re not making the
rules, we’re implementing them — g9
per cent of the regs come out of the
MSC. We might advise them to change
their minds, but at the end of the day
we can’t not do what the MSC decides.

CH: Licence holders can help through
consultation. All of those regulations go
up on the website, and anvbody’s
entitled to make comments, which are
taken into account when the regulations
come back to council to be ratified.

AS: Moving onto some of the specific
issues affecting motorsport. What is
the MSA’s position on the number of
circuit racing series in existence?
CH: We established 10 or 15 vears ago
the championship control panel: one
for racing, one for rallving, one for

MSA advises clubs to
merge similar series...

...but says it cannot
forcethemtodoso

INTERVIEW
MSA TOPBRASS

karting. These are peer groups that
contain representatives of the major
clubs. We obviously want to restrict
the number of championships, so over
the years we’ve put criteria in that thev
must have a certain number of entries.
Every year we look at the history of
each championship, and if they drop
below, we give them a vear to improve.
We realised that a number of clubs
were running series we had no control
over, so this vear we’ve said anv series

has to be licensed with us so we can
start keeping track of them.

AS: It’s all very well losing
championship status, but that just
means clubs will run series. Is there
any way for the MSA to limit those?
CH: It’s very difficult because the first
rule within the international sporting
code is that no ASN can do anyvthing to
prevent competition. Also on our back
is the competitions commission [saying]
it’s illegal to restrict fair trading.

AG: It’s fine for us to cancel
championships, but if people have
invested money in a car, it’s not for us
to say ‘vou can’t race that car anywhere
else’if someone wants to start a series.

AS: But sometimes the problem is that
grids are diluted by having more than
one series for the same type of car.
CH: We tell the clubs to merge those
series, but we can’t force them. What
we have done is introduce bonds — to
stop people launching a series, selling
half a dozen cars and then letting the
whole thing collapse. So thev have to
give us £25,000, and we sit on that
for three years.

BT: As long as there is somebody
prepared to underwrite the track time
and competitors prepared to pay their
entry fees, it’s not for the MSA to say
that they can’t go racing. It’s market
forces. If somebody doesn’t want to
race on a grid of eight, they should
take their money somewhere else.

CH: We've suggested the clubs

should split the track hire costs across
championships to stop the weak ones
coming. If thev’re going to end up
paving a fifth of £40,000 to put six
cars on the grid, they’re not going to do
it. But ultimately it’s up to the clubs. #
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I 0“ R SAI What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

Villeneuve was Driver of the Day
on his F1debut at Silverstone

Vivid memories of Villeneuve

As a teenager my mates and I were at Silverstone for Gilles
Villeneuve’s F1 debut and we instantly knew he was special. We

were also at Zandvoort for the Tarzan overtake and the subsequent
three-wheel driving spectacle and without doubt no other Fi driver
has generated as much trackside excitement. We cheered, we leaped
about, we shouted until we were hoarse — and that from a diehard
bunch of James Hunt supporters. Thanks, AUTOSPORT, you took
me back to some truly memorable moments in my spectating history.
Richard Forward aged 58 Y4

EDITORIAL CONTACT mail@autosport.com

After spending a fairly lazy
Bank Holiday Monday in front
of the Motors TV live raceday
from Castle Combe, I haveto
say it was nothing shortof a
superb advert for clubracing
inthis country. Full grids,
closeracing and plenty of
overtaking, professionally
screened. It showed how
much better grass roots

‘clubbie’ racingis than F1.
M Noble

By email

Fimightindeed have
had the biggest swings
of performance fromrace
torace during recent tyre

wars (May 3, p17), buthow
isthat purerracing?

During said tyre war there
was also refuelling, meaning
grand prixracing was 60-mile
sprints with little care needed
over the right foot if their
manufacturer had the best
tyre that day accordingtoan
Excelspreadsheet.

Surely 24 men using all
their talents to optimise their
time over 200 miles of a level
playing field, while being able
to maximise the friction circle
inmore difficult conditions,
must be purer racing?

Paul Irwin
Bexleyheath

BR autosport.com Mayd@ 202009

The picture painted by
Mark Hughes last week
describes drivers “driving
toatargetdeltatime”in
order to achieve the tyre life/
strategy thatis optimal for
arace. The overtaking we
are seeingisthe result of
that, not racing.

[f thistrulyisthe case then
Pirellineeds to be asked to

changeits approach urgently.

Surelywe allwantto see a
competition betweenracing
drivers and constructors,
not a competition of

tyre management.

Colin Scrivener

By email

Regarding the story about
Flcockpitsafetyand the

suggestion of a canopy

(May 3, p10), obviously there

would be a need for ‘tearoffs’

which could be removed

during the pitstops.
However, there is no

mention of awindscreen

wiper, sowhat happens when

itrains? Presumably the race

would either be red-flagged

ornot run.

A Ritemann

Liverpool

: It is the policy of AUTOSPORT to correct significant errors as 3
i s00n as possible, Please note the issue date and page number
: when contacting us on autcsport.ediforial @haymet.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

¥ 1. FERRARI UNVEILS FIRST

MAJOR UPGRADES

2. PETROV: MUGELLO
UNSAFE FOR F1 TEST

3. ALONSO TOPS MORNING
SESSION AT MUGELLO

4. SAUBER CONFIRMS
CHELSEA FC DEAL

5. ALONSO FASTEST ON
DISRUPTED FIRST DAY

HAUTOSPORT.com T3

TOP STORY ONLINE

WHAT WE LEARNED FROM MUGELLO TEST
To read this exclusive feature

and many others like it, log on to
autosport.com/plus and choose which
package you'd like. A month will cost
£5.50, a year £46. Includes access

to Forix - the ultimate stats website.

: ROAD ANGEL VANTAGE

: This week’s star letter will receive

a Road Angel Vantage - a dedicated

i safety camera and blackspot locator
i that displays the legal speed limit of
. every road you drive, automatically

. and wirelessly updating its database
: every few minutes as you drive.

i For more details on Road Angel

i visit www.roadangelgroup.com

i Please ensure that your full address

i is included on all correspondence.

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

: @ Classic Stock Hatch racer Damian Cottrell did not

: take the lead of the first race at Brands Hatch under

: yellow flags al Paddock, as reparted on page 80 of

: our May 3 issue. The Vauxhall Nova driver legally :
: passed Matt Rozier's Peugeat (recovering aftera spin) £
¢ on the run to Druids. Apologies for the mistake.

PIC: LATARCHIVE
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THE LATEST GEAR

Desirable new releases for motor racing fans: books, DVDs, models, art and gifts

MG6 BTCC ZIP TOP

£49.99
(autosport.com/shop)

Jason Platoand the Triple 8
squad have caused astirin
the opening three rounds of
the BTCC with the all-new
MGE. Now you canshow
your allegiancetothe two-
time champ and the famous
margue with the new range
of official merchandise.
The ziptopisresplendent
inteam colours and comes
with all the right logos.

BMW M3 GTR ONBOARD DVD

£28.99 (85 mins)
(dukevideo.com)

Ride onboardinthe wailing
V8-powered Schnitzer
BMW M3 GTR around
twoclassic tracks: the
Nurburgring Nordschleife
and Belgium’s majestic
Spa-Francorchamps.

Hans Stuck and Pedro

Lamy do the honours at the
‘Ring (check preview, right)
while Jorg and Dirk Muller
guide you round Spa.

TONY BROOKS BIOGRAPHY
£49.50 (978-1-899870-83-7)

(autosport.com/shop)

Finally: the autobiography
of one of the most under-
rated 1950s grand prix
drivers. Tony Brooks -
Poetry in Motion reflects on
every facet of this super-
smooth and super-quick
formerdentistry student.
Very well-written and
typically modest. Probably
not for the casual fan -
especially at that price.

McLAREN F1 GTR 1:43 MODELS

£64.99 (autosport.com/shop)

TrueScale Miniatures’ 1:43-scale replicas of the McLaren
F1GTRsthatfinishedfirstand thirdinthe 1995 Le Mans
24 Hours aresuperbly detailed - better eventhan the
Minichamps versions of a few years back. Choose from
the Ueno Clinic machine of J) Lehto, Yannick Dalmas,
and Masanori Sekiyathat gavethe British firmadebut
victory, orthe third-placed Harrods-liveried car of top
Brits Derek and Justin Belland Andy Wallace.

SEARCH FOR: Hans Stuck (BMW M3 GTR) au Nurburgring. (8:38)

Just in case you're not yet convinced that Duke’s BMW M3 GTR onboard DVD
(see left) is fever enough, here’s the great Hans-Joachim Stuck on a quickie
round the Nurburgring GP/Nordschleife. You’ll have to trust him...
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WHAT’S ON...

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world this week — plus TV and online

SNETTERTON (BRITCAR) BRANDS HATCH (BARC)

BISHOPSCOURT (LMC) consists of races for Irish

May 12 May 12-13 Vo : :
: Tt y 12-13 TouringCars, Irish Formula
s €3 e £13 sk
Alfs Romaos ard tha SMART o 4R It's been 44 years sincecars Global GT Lights, Fiat Abarths,
4two Cupsupport the : raced at Bishopscourtin County Urncrsand Puntos, Formula
latest round of the British May 12 Down, Northemn I_reland, Libre, Strykgrs,Legends,
Endurance Championship Adwtzston: €10 although motorbikes have raced Nf::rthz?mlnshSevens.FFlEDD,
' Tel: 01829 760301 inthat time. This race meeting Historic Saloonsand the
' onthe newly resurfaced track Northern Irish Saloons.

SILVERSTONE (MSVR)

May 12-13 ANGLESEY (BRSCC)
Admission: £9 each day May 12-13
Tel: 01327 857271 Admission: £12 each day

GT Cup,Radical ClubmansCup, ~ Tel: 01407 811400

F3 Cup, Monoposto, Club MSV

Trackday Trophy, Mk2 Golf GTI,
VAG Trophy, Production BMW, May 12

MN Saloons and Project Eight Admission: €15

Racing Saloons. Tel: 01383 723337

CADWELL PARK (BRSCC) BARBON MANOR (HILLCLIMB)
May 13 May 12

Admission: £13 Admission: £8

Tel: 01507 343248 Tel: 01539 442434

Cadwell Park hasabusy Sunday i

schedule withaction from the P e R~ e i
BRSCC Porsches, EuroSaloon&  May 13 s T e e i r:? S,
Sportscars, Mighty and Super Admission: £10 e L, T - A e Wb :
Mighty Minis,and Sports 2000.  Tel; 01132 886391 NS Y e R R
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e
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amila ord Canmpts 6P2 SERIES [ AMERICAN LE HANS SERIES
Formula 1 World Championship AMERICAN LE MANS SERIES

Rd 5/20 Rd 4/12 Rd 3/10

Circui : Barcelona, Spain Laguna Seca, California, USA

ﬁ;rc;t;i; de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain | May 12-13 May 12

fu:mﬂal com ;':J:_.,-i.,_ o} >, - E:f S gp2series.com alms.com

Willthe first European grand prixof 2012 also
throw up Formula 1's fifth winnerinfive races?

| GP3 SERIES [N GRAND-AM SERIES

As the guessing game continuestorun, Fl's Bd 1/8 Rd 4/13
N Barcelona, Spain New Jersey Motorsports Park,
maost aero-dependent track could be a crucial
barometer of the relative pecking arder followin hay H"_H UaA, Hay 1
: . P 5 5 Jseries.com rand-am.com
awildly unpredictable start to the year. P 4
FIA EUROPEAN F3/
Rd 2/10 and Rd 3/10 Darlington, South Carolina,
Pau, France USA, May 12
May 12-13 nascar.com
formula3.co
RALLY CHALLENGE Darlington, South Carolina,
Rd 4/13 USA, May 11
Tour de Corse nascar . com
Ajaccio/Bastia, Corsica
May 9-12
ircseries.com Rd 2/7
Motegi, Japan
May 13

Alonso to star for f-nippon.co. jp

- adoring Spaniards?

PICS: MICHAEL CHESTER, TEE, HOME/ LAT
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GFz:-Ea rcelona Qualifying
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SATURDAY MAY 12
D840-0920 Sky Sports F1 LIVE
GP3: Barcelona Qualifying
0930-1030 1TV4
Motorsport UK
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AS COMEDY-CROONER
Russ Abbott once

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

observed: *0Oh what an
atmosphere!” While the

thousands of fans who
packed the Hungaroring
to support Norbert
Michelisz in the World
Touring Car Championship
are probably mercifully
unaware of the man
behind such creations as
Basildon Bond and CU
Jimmy, they seemed to
get what he meant.

The normally garrulous
Martin Haven certainly
did, opting to let the
huge crowd show their
appreciation to the
local hero, rather
than talk over their
partisan celebrations.

It was an inspired
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SPANISH GRAND PRIX
After a three-week break, Formula 1 resumes at the Spanish Grand Prix
this weekend, and you can stay ahead of the game by finding out which

Mark Hughes’ GP form guide, only on AUTOSPORT Plus. And don’t forget
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to put your questions to Edd Straw about the Barcelona event either,
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decision by Haven, and
the sheer volume of the
cheer was one of those
goosebump moments as
those filling the whole of
the main grandstand rose
to their feet in unison
to celebrate Hungary's
greatest motorsporting
success in living memory.
I've often felt that in
the era of mass television
coverage of sport, the
notion of creating a
spectacle for the paying
punters at the venue
plays second fiddle to
the demands of the TV
audience. This has been
especially true of F1in
recent years, with many
of the races often staged
in front of empty
grandstands or to people
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Get AUTOSPORT magazine
on your iPad every week

AUTOSPORT MAGAZINE NOW ON iPAD

You can now experience AUTOSPORT

in digital form on your iPad. It's available

all over the world on Thursday morning

(UK time) via the Apple Newsstand, and
costs just £2.99 for each issue, with further
discount available for a subscription.

For more info, visit apple.com/uk/newsstand

whose sense of curiosity
has taken them there
rather than a deep-rooted
love of the sport.

You couldn’t say that
for the wind-beaten souls
who turned out for the
Bank Holiday action at
Castle Combe, which once
again was covered in full
on Motors TV. While the
weather was hardly much
of an incentive for the
couch potato to get up
and get involved, it was
otherwise a great advert
for club-level racing in
the UK, especially the cut-

and-thrust dicing of
the local Formula Ford
series and the weird and
wonderful Special GTs.
The big crowd gave
each winner the plaudits
their efforts deserved,
although they couldn’t
match the decibels
produced by their
Hungarian counterparts.
It’s great being able to
enjoy all the action at the
press of a button, but
sometimes there really
is no substitute for
actually being there.
Revved Up

“The volume of the cheer was one of

those goosebump moments, and 1t was an

inspired decision not to talk over it”
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THE WEEK IN PICTURES

Our lensmen pounding the beat, from Western Australia to Texas and Talladega

W\ e FORD AND HOLDEN SPIN IN SYMPATHY
@\" /n SRR e ' Australian V8 Supercar stars Will Davison
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and Garth Tander rotate in front of the pack
. at Barbagallo, causing a few anxious moments
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THAT’LL SOON BE ON TWITTER..

(= . . w....- '_ Tnnyriﬂanaan photos his pal Rubens
S i Barrichello’s oval rookie test in Texas ==—
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BRITISH TOURING CAR WEAPONRY STEPS UP A GEAR _

BTCC racers Gordon Shedden, Tony Gilham and Adam Morgan, and Ginetta
driver Andrew Richardson, met members of the Second Royal Tank _
Regiment at Thruxton last week in aid of the Afghan Heroes charity

| CAUTION ON THE SPEEDWAY! THE TRACK DRIER HAS SPUN!
Sunday’s Sprint Cup race at Talladega featured man{
spins, not least when the cement-'fer us contro

100 autosport.com May 10 2012



PIC: LAT

4

“Pirro still was 12 seconds
ahead, but Danner began to

eat into his lead. Pirro -

was not able to respond” T ¥ -

DECIMATED TO JUST SEVEN CARS AFTERTHE FIRST 10
of 72 laps, the inaugural Formula 3000 International
Championship’s visitto Pauin 1985 stillmanaged to
produce anintriguing race - not least in the form

ofits victor Christian Danner, who claimed his

maiden single-seater victory.

Amid early drama, the German came through from 10th
on the grid to win for the first time in more than four years
at this level. Pauwould prove a turning point for Danner,
whowaon afurther three times en route to the F3000 title
and alaunchinto Formula 1. He would then compete in
Indycars before seeing out his careerinthe DTM.

F3000's arrival at the French circuit - after the demise
of Formula 2 - was a major promotional peg for what was
the 45th running of the Pau Grand Prix. While just 15 cars
were entered it proved enough to draw sizeable crowds.
The buzz lasted even as showers spoiled what had been
an eagerly anticipated second qualifying session, during
whichonly one manwas able to improve - Danner.

The German had been the victim of a tyre blowout in
first qualifying, and his March-Cosworth = run by former F1
privateer team boss Bob Sparshott —seemed an unlikely
candidate for victory. He moved up one place before the

v

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Christian Danner takes first F3000 win, Pau, May 27 1985

Danner was walking
tall after Pauwin

start when Ivan Capelli's March - in common with two
othercarsfrom the constructor - were withdrawn due
to concerns over suspension safety.
Polesitter Emanuele Pirro led the majority of the
race, while onthe third lap Michel Ferte collected Mike
Thackwell's Ralt-Judd, which retired instantly. Thackwell's
team-mate John Nielsen was next to go, breaking his
suspensionon a kerb as he shadowed Pirro out front.
Amid the attrition Danner had moved into third behind
the ex-F1Williams of Lamberto Leoni. He lost the position
briefly when he found Leoni spinning in front of him
(“Ilooked up to find him almost stopped”), but by lap
24 hehad moved past the Italian and into second.
Pirrostill was 12s ahead, but Danner began to eat into
hislead and, when Pirro was not able to respond, he
sensed victory. With 10 laps remaining he was out front -
Pirro was battling an overheating engine in his Onyx
March and decided against charging after Danner.
Danner’s pace did not let up, and his lead eventually
stood at 41s as the chequered flag fell. Only five cars,
Pirro and Leoni among them, had made it to the finish,
but it did not diminish the victory: Danner had simply
been the quickest man on the day. &
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THENEWLY-INTRODUCED SUPER
2000 rules package produced two
absorbing FIA European Touring Car
Championship races at Silverstone.
Alfa Romeo's Fabrizio Giovanardi
and Nicola Larini were the dominant
forces, qualifying one-two respectively
and taking a win apiece, but their path
to victory was far from straightforward
amid myriad incidents and spellsin
the lead for both BMW and Volvo.
Inthefirst, Rickard Rydell’s
Prodrive-runVolvo 560 took an early
lead, but dropped to fifthwhen the
Swede missed a gear exiting Abbey.
Giovanardistole the lead but, when
he tagged Dirk Muller’s BMW, Larini
ghosted through towin. Inthe second
contest areversed grid shook upthe
order but, after Rydell had again led,
Giovanardiand Larini fought their way
through for a second Alfa one-two.
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FINAL DRIVE
RACE OF MY LIFE

I DROVE THE EXPERIMENTAL,
rear-engined Dino 246 at Monaco
in 1960, and although I only
completed 70 of the 100 laps, 1
came away with a pretty good
knowledge of the circuit.

The 1961 race was, of course,
the very first championship GP of
the new, 1.5-litre formula, so we
arrived at Monaco with three of
the new, shark-nosed Dino 156s
for Phil Hill, Taffy von Trips and
myself to drive.

Phil and Taffy were given the
65-degree V6 engines, and I got
the new, 120-degree unit, which
had never raced before.

In practice [ found that it
worked very well and I made
second-fastest time, 0.2s behind
Stirling Moss in Rob Walker’s
Lotus and 0.3s ahead of Jim Clark
in the works car.

At the start of the race  made a
perfect getaway and took the lead
and after three laps I had ss on
Moss, who was just ahead of Jo
Bonnier in the works Porsche.

Stirling soon got into his stride
and after 10 laps my lead was down
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RICHIE GINTHER

“It was a marvellous race and did my reputation a power

of good. I was swamped with congratulations afterwards,

except from Enzo Ferrari - he never said a word”

to 1s, and even then I was getting
threatening pit signals telling me
to drop back behind the other two
Ferraris and let them try to deal
with Moss. They were serious!
Ferrari didn’t want me — the

new boy in the new car — to be
the winner of that race.

So I slowed down and Stirling
and Jo went past and I let Hill
and von Trips catch up and go bv.

Stirling’s lead was down to

IN PROFILE

CALIFORNIAN RICHIE GINTHER
was introduced to racing when he
rode as Phil Hill’s passenger in
the 1953 Carrera Panamericana.
He took up racing soon after,
making a name for himself in
west-coast sportscar events
before joining friend Hill at
Ferrari for 1060. He joined BRM
for 1962 and backed-up Graham
Hill for three years. A move to
Honda for 65 yielded victory in
Mexico and he retired at season’s
end. Ginther died in France, aged
59, in September 1989.

g Bl L, 4

-y =
o
= dfl e i

! .I-.‘ i - .
& oy -
o ::"’*:-;.“:-.ﬂ' Ginther leads Moss out of
..1: -1.'__ .\I'. '_"-

© . Station hairpinearlyon

about 7s at the halfway mark. I had
repassed Von Trips and was sure

I could get away from Hill if only

I could get by. I just didn’t have
the power.

Ferrari team manager Tavoni
finally signalled Phil to let me by.
His idea of letting me by was to
wave me past as we went into the
tunnel — but not back off at all!

Eventually he made a mistake
and I went past and disappeared.
But I had lost a lot of time to
Moss. I thought that wasn’t nice
of Phil. I thought we were friends!

So, Stirling beat me to the
chequered flag by just 3.6s, but
I was very satisfied with my
performance. It had been a
marvellous race and it certainly did
my reputation a power of good. |
was swamped with congratulations
afterwards, except from Enzo
Ferrari — he never said a word.

As miserable as he was, I
enjoyed working for Enzo Ferrari.
because his heart was in racing and
winning, but he had a strange way
of accomplishing that.

First published on March 15, 1990
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EXCLUSIVE HOSPITALITY and exclusive hospitality packages

MONACO GRAND PRIX SPECIALISTS

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing F1'™
teams, drivers and sponsors, as well as a vast array
of corporate and private clients, with the finest hotel
accommodation and race viewing hospitality for the
world’s most glamorous motor race.

Tel: +44 (0) 1342 830495

firacing@senategrandprix.com
www.senategrandprix.com/firacing




STOP IMAGINING,
START DRIVING." 5-

ENJOYNEERING

Imagine taking an already loaded SEAT Leon FR+ with its comprehensive array of creature comforts and handing it to SEAT Sport, a
racing team with two World Touring Car Championships under their belt to add a full body kit, bespoke twin sports exhaust and drop
it onto a set of iconic BBS® alloy wheels. Finally a decision — do you go for the 2.0 TDI CR 170PS diesel version or its 2.0 TSI 211PS
stable mate? Stop imagining, start driving the Leon Supercopa.

o SEAT SPORT FITTED BODY KIT ¢ BLUETOOTH®

* 18" BBS® ALLOY WHEELS * BI-XENON HEADLIGHTS

* BESPOKE TWIN SPORTS EXHAUST * REAR PARKING SENSORS

® TOUCH-SCREEN SATELLITE NAVIGATION e ESP WITH XDS (ELECTRONIC DIFFERENTIAL LOCK)

VISIT SEAT.CO.UK TO FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AND ARRANGE A TEST-DRIVE.
FOLLOW US ON: ﬂ SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 26.4 (10.7) - 60.1 (4.7); extra-urban 42.8 (6.6) -
53.1 {&3}, combined 34.9 [8 l] - /4.3 [38] CO2 emissions 190 - 99 g;‘rkﬂ'l. Model shown is Leon FR+ Supercopa 2.0 TDI CR 170PS ROTR £22,535 with *Speed

Blue’ custom palette paint at an RRP of £560 inc. VALT.




