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A Study on the Development of the Stiltsin Taiwan
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It issaid that the earliest Chinese Stilting
closely reflects fisherman’s life along
the coast and originated from He's tribal

* I t&tem in Yao-Shun Era (2300-2200

B.C.). Suchkind of pictorial imageis
first found in the earliest Chinese oracle-
bone scripture.  Since Min (1386-1644
A.C.) and Qing Dynasty (1645-1911
A.C))), stilt playing was popular in local
festivals. The earliest record of such
kind of folk activity in Taiwan was
realized in Tainan's local newspaper
“Shin News’ on April 8, 1925 during the
Japanese occupation era.  The report,
written in Japanese, mentioned the term:
“Tounshoukai no Takeumagyouretsu.”
“Takeuma’ means stilting in Japanese. In
afollow-up account on April 9 of the
same year, the report said, “...A stilting
group from Fu-Zou, Mainland,
performed inthefestival. Thisisarare
performance in Taiwan....” These two
accounts show how local people were
enthusiastic in participating festival
activities. In order to promote the
artistic elements and creativity in the
performance, festival organizers offered



agreat amount of money as the awards
for the best groups.  Since then, stilting
groups had become a common scenein
the local festivalsin Taiwan.

In comparison to other forms of folk
activities, the practice of stilting teams
are less noticeable and organized.

Most local stilting groups operated
within the framework of the local
temples or religious centers.  Stilting
teams organized by the school usually
received funds from the Ministry of
Education under special projects for
preserving folk arts. However, such
type of organization often called its own
end as the project closed. Not many
stilting groups are under normal
operation. The major difficulties these
groups facing are lack of funds and of
experienced trainers and apprentices.
Possible approaches to preserve this art
include: to increase performance
opportunities, to provide more funds,
and to improve the quality of the
performance. Inthisway, folk art like
stilting can have alasting life.
Keywords Taiwan Stilts Folk-Sports
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