LINUXUSER KTools: KAlarm

Keep your appointments on schedule with KAlarm
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KAlarm is a lean alternative
calendar program. You can use
this handy alarm clock as an
easy-to-use replacement for

cron. BY FRANK WIEDUWILT

he KAlarm [1] tool started life as

part of the KDE PIM (Personal

Information Management) pack-
age. It has now been dropped from the
list of PIM components, however, its de-
veloper, David Jarvie, still distributes an
advanced version of the program via his
homepage. The current developer ver-
sion is 1.9.0 beta, and it runs on KDE
version 3.2 or newer. The current sta-
ble version is 1.4.4.

Installation

To install KAlarm, you need
both the KDE development
packages and the

Bison pro-
gram with

the matching devel package. Users with
Ubuntu and derivatives will need to
install these packages via the distribu-
tion package manager. Mandriva and
OpenSuse have the required packages
by default.

Unpack the source code archive,
kalarm-1.9.0beta.kde3.tar.bz2, change
to the directory created at this step,
kalarm-1.9.0beta, and install the pro-
gram in the usual way: ./configure,
make, and make install. After complet-
ing the install, just type kalarm & in a
terminal emulation window to launch
the program. If you are using pre-built
binaries, you will find the program
below Utilities in the K menu after
completing the install. On launching,
KAlarm comes up with a list of existing
appointments (Figure 1).

The program also drops an alarm
clock icon into the panel. You can click

the icon to access all the usual dialogs
without taking a detour via the KAlarm
program window. When you hover the
mouse over the icon, entries for the next
24 hours are displayed in a pop-up win-
dow. It is easy to sort the list entries:
click on the column header with the
desired sort criterion.

Memory Hooks

KAlarm refers to any entries in the list as
Alarms. You can create a new entry in
the Actions menu, or by clicking the icon
with the empty page and the star in the
toolbar.

KAlarm supports four different types
of alarm: Text, File, Command, and
Email. The Text alarm type supports free
text input, which the program will dis-
play in a separate window at a specific
time. If you select the File type, KAlarm
will display a file, such as an image file.
The Command type supports scheduled

execution of a program or script.
And Email schedules an elec-
tronic message.
The command option lets
you type the source code
for a script directly in a
dialog. When you
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Figure 1: The KAlarm main window provides an overview of outstand-
ing appointments and program launch events.

compose an email, KAlarm accesses the
internal KDE addressbook, and you can
cc your own address.

KAlarm lets you define both unique
and recurring actions. The dialog is lo-
cated in the Recurrence tab in the alarms
dialog (Figure 3). Users can specify the
interval at which KAlarm should execute
the alarm. You can even define excep-
tions to recurrences.

When an alarm is due, KAlarm pops
up a dialog, and you need to acknowl-
edge twice to close it. You can modify
the color and font preferences, and spec-
ify the time between the advance re-
minder and the alarm itself.

The tool lets users create reminders by
drag & drop. To do so, drag an email
from KMail, a file from your file man-
ager, or a text into the main KAlarm win-
dow, or drop it into the icon in the panel.
KAlarm will then integrate the data in
the alarm creation dialog and display the
entry for you to edit.

If you are not logged on when an
alarm is due, KAlarm will trigger the

You can define
templates for re-
curring alarms. To
do so, select File | Templates... in the
menu. In the template dialog, you can
either select an existing template or
press New... to create a
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dialog lets you select the birthdays you
want to import into KAlarm. If neces-
sary, KAlarm will display the first and
last names of the birthday girl or boy in
the program window, along with a freely
definable text entry.

To import alarms from ex-

new template. To define
a template, use the
same dialog you use for
saving an alarm.

If you are not work-
ing with a GUI, you can
use command line op-
tions to add entries to
the KAlarm database,
to delete entries, and to
trigger reminders.
KAlarm also provides a
DCOP interface that lets other KDE pro-
grams access the create alarm dialog.
The online help also gives you a compre-
hensive description of the command line
options and a howto on the DCOP inter-
face.

sage can serve as
desktop reminder.

Import

KAlarm lets you import birthdays and
other appointments from other programs

Figure 4: A KAlarm mes-

ternal programs, select File |
Import alarms.... Again, the
KAlarm program gives you
a list, where you can select
the data you want to im-
port.

Seek and Ye
Shall Find

If you have put together a
long list of reminders over
the years, KAlarm can help
you keep track of past reminders with a
useful search dialog. You can even re-
strict the search to specific alarm types,
or you can use a regular expression for
the search.
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Conclusions

KAlarm helps you keep track of recur-

ring actions. The KAlarm configuration
is easier to manage than more elaborate
calendaring tools such
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Figure 2: View and modify alarm settings in the Alarm

editing dialog.

recurring alarms.
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Figure 3: The Recurrence tab lets you schedule

mediately accessible to
Newcomers.
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