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The philosophy of the historical event through historical theories
(a comparison between the theories of Ibn Khaldun and Toynbee)

Abstract

This study deals with the philosophy of the historical event
through a number of historical theories, which we will confine to only
two theories: (urbanization and nervousness) according to Ibn
Khaldun, highlighting Ibn Khaldun's superiority over all the Arab
scholars of his time and others who preceded him in the interpretation
of history. Toynbee (challenge and response) theory, in which he
explained historical events and the emergence and fall of civilizations,
explaining his view of historical interpretation. The study also seeks to
provide the reader with a comparison between the two theories
(similarities and differences) to identify the aspects of
complementarity, superiority and distinction for both thinkers through
their interpretation of the historical event, as well as their view of the

fate of civilizations, and how the desired future will be.

The importance of the study lies in that it sheds light on how to
interpret historical events in terms of the rise and fall of civilizations
between Ibn Khaldun and Toynbee, and the impact of their theories
and their position on the interpretation of historical events. The
research was based on Arab and foreign sources, including the works
of Ibn Khaldun and Toynbee, and other various references. After
research and investigation, the research reached several conclusions,
including that the theories of Ibn Khaldun and Toynbee Kunta are
complementary and harmonious in ideological thought, and it was as
if Toynbee built the intellectual construction of his theory on many
pillars of Ibn Khaldun’s thought through the theory of (urbanization
and nervousness), so we saw that the similarities in opinions between
them in many axes of interpretation of history are similar to each

other, and even in some they are almost integrated.
Keywords: Philosophy of history, urbanization and nervousness
theory, challenge and response theory, 1bn Khaldun, Toynbee.
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Religion, Oxford University Press, London

2. Jacques Berque, (1967). «La Connaissance au temps
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