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1913.
A Certain Sound!

“If the trumpet give an unceriain voice, who shall prepare
himself for war. . . .""—7 Cor. xiv. 8, R.V.

“YF yegoto war . . against the enemy that
oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an
alarm with the trumpets ; and ye shall be

remembered before the Lord your God, and ye

shall be saved fronr your enemies " (Num. x. g).

The silver trumpets played an important part in

the life of the people of Israel in their passage

through the wilderness. The trumpets were
sounded for the calling of the assembly, for the
journeying of the camps, for the alarm of war,
and were even used in their days of worship and
-of festivity, and the * beginning of months.” On

all these occasions the trumpets needed to give a

CERTAIN SOUND if the people were to understand

what to do. Especially in the alarm of war it

was necessary to have a clear note, not only for
- the soldier’s sake, in preparing himself for battle,
but for the sake of the priesthood set apart for
the service of the tabernacle, who on the alarm
of war would at once “ remember * the warriors

* before the Lord,” and Israel would be saved

from her enemies. The warriors needed the

trumpet call to prepare for battle, and the praying
ones needed it as a call to prayer.
* * *

Even so is it at the present time as the Church
of Christ draws near to the close of her journey
in the wilderness. The trumpets of to-day
through which God speaks to His church are
the voices and pens of His servants, who have
“ understanding of the times what Israel ought
to do.” Without a “certain sound” rung out
by the trumpet in Israel, chaos would have
reigned among the people in the face of the
- oppressing enemy, and we are in danger of

“chaos "’ to-day among the people of God unless
some trumpet sound with a “certain note” is
rung out to call them together, and to show the
priests—the praying ones—the place of need in
prayer. The oppressing enemy is upon the
Church, making “ War on the Saints ™" in a way
far more real and disastrous than an enemy
ever made war upon the Israel of Cryod—a.nd
CHAOS—utter CHA0s is upon the people.

A worker writes: “The wrecks one meets
with are heart-rending. The ignorance, decep-
tion, carelessness, and prayeriessness are appalling.
It is utter chaos with so many of God’s people,
even manisters, and the prejudice to the truth
which would set them free is great. . . .” A
well-known . writer on the second adveat, with
keen vision into the state of the professing
Church, speaks in the same language, saying,

.4 It is utter chaos everywhere.” The powers of

darkness have broken in upon the Church, and
is there any great silver trumpet blowing the
alarm to soldier and intercessor, calling them to
fight and prayer against the oppressing enemy?
The very * prejudice against the truth which
would set free the Lord’s people, is part of the
oppressing work of the foe, who knows that pre-
judice has always been one of his most powerful
weapons in the blinding of minds, lest the light
should shine into them. :
* % *

Nevertheless there are those among God's
people who are thanking God in this time of
chaos for the ¢ certain sound ” rung out in our
pages. God has always wrought His mighty
works through a faithful minority. Let Him -
find one man who can stand like Elijah, and
God can eventually turn a nation back again to
Himself. Noah was a preacher of righteousness

_in days when Satanic wickedness overran the

earth. * And what more shall I say? for the
time would fail me to tell of Gideon and of
Barak, of Samson and of Jephthah, of David
and Samuel and the prophets, who THRoUGH
FAITH SUBDUED KINGDoMS.” Gideon rang a
¢“certain sound” on his trumpet and saved Israel.
God did not go to the leaders in that day, but
chose a man who saw the true state of the land
and wept over it.
® * *

As we go forth into 1913, at the beginning of
months, we would afresh sound out the trumpet,
and ask those of our readers who recognize the
call to war against the oppressing adversary, to
take unto themselves in renewed devotion, the
« whole armour of God '’ and prepare them-
selves for the battle. Those who are called to
the * front ” in active service, let them be sure
of the support of others who are called to
« remember ” the soldier before the Lord. The
great need is the latter need of PRaYER. Letters
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which come to us tell us of the fainting standard-
" bearers. Those who see the truths in our pages
are disheartened because others around them
fail to grasp them, or because they themselves
are attacked on every side. These lonely
workers need the help of prayer, and of clearer
vision. Let them remember that the Body of
Christ is as yet unseen, and that its members
_are ones and twos scattered all over the world.
The response to, and the understanding of the
truths in our pages reveal the existence or non-
existence of that life from God which is imparted
to every member of the Body.
w *

If that life is non-existent in a reader of the
Quvercomev, the spiritual faculty of receiving
“ spiritual things to the spiritual ” is not there,
or else the life may be there but is so feeble
‘that it has no power to quicken the mind to
apprehend the ¢ strong meat” which the full-
grown spiritual man requires. Let the faithful
children of God in lonely spheres give them-
selves to prayer that the ‘hidden ones” who
have not bowed their knees to Baal, may be
discovered, and given the paper which will call
them into the ranks of the soldiers standing with
God in this day of battle, and for the quickening
into stronger life of the feeble children of God.
Let them pray destructive prayers, in asking God
to destroy all the plans and schemes of the devil
to entangle God’s children in the affairs of this
life, in such measure that they are lost to the
Church militant in this time of war. Let every
praying one exhaust in prayer all the spiritual
needs of his or her district, and leave the conse-
quences with God.

* * *

But the outlook is brighter than the fainting
standard-bearers can see from their local watch-
towers! We thank God for the inspiration of
the ‘Ouvercomer service to ouwselves, in this day of

confusion. Were it not for the unveiling of God’s
hidden working throughout the world, which
comes to us through a world-wide correspon-
dence, we think we could hardly have lived
through the conflict with all hell during the last few
years. But the knowledge of the “seven thous-
and ” of God’s hidden ones, and their waiting
watching prayers for the completion of the book,
and their faithful guarding of the Overcomer by
prayer, from ever letting down the flag, has
inspired us again and again to ‘stand” against
the overwhelming pressure of the enemy. We
see that the truths we have given in our pages
are gripping the very vitals of the Church, and
opening the eyes of those most fully given to God
among His people. “I was one,” writes a corres-
pondent, “ who was becoming discouraged and
depressed as to the cause of the change of

thought and belief which is so widespread among
Christians ” in “ doubts upon the Divinity of
the Scriptures,” etc., and ¢ I pray that you may
be upheld by Divine power to go through until
the Lord come, with the work He has com-
mitted to your hand, for many hearts are so
thankful for the Beacon light which has come to

”

them. . . . .
* * *

« Give us time,” writes a vicar, “ with regard
to the dissemination of “ War on the Saints,” it
will take a while to urge it upon our immediate
circle who are readers of the Overcomer, and have
proved it to be not only abreast of our experience,

. to-day, but ahead of it, as it were, to ‘show us
the way’ . . .” % Words fail to express what a
change in me in spirit, soul and body through
this truth. You have given hope. to the hope-

.less . , .” writes another. And from other lands

the same message comes. A matured missionary
of wide experience writes, ‘I want to express
my appreciation of all these issues from heart
and brain, and thanks to our Lord that He has
raised up those who know the enemy and his
tactics. These books lS‘ War on the Saints,”
etc.) will be of incalculable use to me in pre-
paring sermons and correspondence course on
these awful themes. My own life has been
solemnized . . . my heart is full of love towards
you for the work you are doing, so spiritual,
sincere and sane, withal so loyal to Scrip-
ture. . . .7 «“It is difficult to estimate the
value of the Overcomer, and its special testimony
for these last days. I am learning to value the
truth it teaches more and more,” writes another
with a name of repute. Let our readers, then,
who do not know how widely and deeply the
message is telling, take heart, and never let go
the flag of victory. Let them each stand on his
plot of ground with a brave victorious spirit. It
is for them to stand—it is for God to put the
enemy to flight (see 2 Sam, xxiii. 12).

® * *
And now for a word about the coming year

in respect of the Quercomer. For the first time
for three years’ we go forward, editorially, without

the unceasing burden of the book ¢ War on-the - - -

Saints,” with its conflict and exacting toil. We
shall now be free to give more thought and care
to the wishes of our readers, whose suggestions
and requests in the past were noted, but in many

_cases could not be carried out when they

involved much time or labour. It is our purpose
to meet NEED, and therefore we shall welcome all
correspondence giving light upon present need,
.and all healthy true criticism from those who
have an open mind to every side of truth, that
it may be kept in due proportion in 6ur pages.
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Ko 20:1-3

3

A Thousand Years in the Deep.

Displacing the Powers of Darkness.

4 T saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the
key of the bottomless pit, and upon his arm he carried a
great chain. He laid hold of the dragon—the ancient
serpent—who is the devil and the adversary, and bound
him for a thousand years, and hurled him into the bottom-
less pit. He closed the entrance, and put a seal upon him
4m order that ke might be unable to lead the nations astray
any more. ... ,"" Rev. zx. 1-8, Weymouth.

o ORE and more as the days are darken-
' M ing with the oncoming flood of the

. forces of Satan, children of God are
finding such harmony between the prophetical
visions of the Apocalypse, and the burden upon
their spirits, as well as in their experiences, that
they are increasingly turning to it for inter-
pretation of much which they see is taking
place around them in the Church and in the
world.

The epistles to the seven churches given in
Rev. ii., iii., may depict the outward history of
the Church from the hour of its birth to the days
of its translation : but Rev. xii. with its picture

of the emergence of the Man-child into the -

heavenly sphere in the face of an erect watching
dragon, throws light upon the present time of
conflict which every member of that ¢ Man-
child " is going through, and whatever the exact
place in prophecy which the vision and other
visions in the Apocalypse occupy, there are
«<haracteristics connected with each, which, in
general principle, throw light upon the spiritual
experiences of the children of God in the closing
days of the age.

In the same chapter another glimpse of the

The D . dragon is given in a description of

4 fe Dragon  his “GREAT WRATH” because of his
shortening time, showing in general
] .. principle (1) that he knows there
is a set limit to his workings, (2) thata judgment
.awaits him and his principalities, which he and
they dread,! and (3) that believers may under-
stand whenever they discern the * rage” of the
enemy, that it indicates his shortening time, yet
it also means greater conflict and suftering and
fighting as the end draws near.

In like manner Rev. xx. may be read in
sequence to Rev. xii. as giving light upon the
eve of the millennium, whatever period of time
may actually intervene between the two.
Prayer should be made to God for light as to
who the “angel ” may be who is charged with
the great work of laying hold of the dragon and
hurling him—and with him, of course, all his

1B8ee Matt. viii. 29; xxv. 41.

and his
‘great wrath,

hierarchy of powers described in other parts of
Holy Writ—into the abyss.! In view of Rev.
xii. 5, and many scattered references to the fact
that the Church of the redeemed will be called
into fellowship with the Ascended Lord in
bringing to a close the great War of the Ages
(see Rev. xviii. 14 as one instance of this), the
“angel ” of Rev. xx. 1, may depict the combined
forces of the hosts of light and the overcomers
of earth who join in the war in Rev. xii. by their
testimony. For the overcoming man-child
Church caught up to God is destined to “rule all
nations with a rod of iron” (Rev. xii. 5), as well
asto “ judge the world " and to * judge angels "’
(z Cor. vi. 2, 3). For the “key” of the abyss
simply figures “ authority " given to the “angel ”
to deal with the arch-enemy of God and
man, and the “chain” the force or mastery
necessary for overpowering him. A literal
“chain " cannot bind or hold a spirit-being, these

natural terms signifying spiritual realities.
The spiritual reality for us to lay hold of, is
the fact that the eve of the

The f"‘ millennium not only means to the
Mi?{;:n?um. Church the “ Blesséd Hope ™ of

the Lord’s coming, but ultimately

the blesséd freedom of the earth from: the pre-
sence of the deceiver and his wicked hosts, when
they are hurled into the abyss to ‘deceive the
nations no more until the thousand years are
finished.” The eve of the millennium means
the p1sPLACING of Satan and his evil spirits from
the air to the pit, just as Christ bisPLACED from
the man the legion of evil spirits; who then, by
His Word of permission, entered the swine, the
time not having yet come for their final casting
into the abyss, of which they appeared to havea
great terror.?
- These facts establish a fact which the whole
Church needs to realize for effective warfare
against Satan and his hosts, 4.c., that THEY cAN
BE DISPLACED FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER,

God is without bounds, and - cannot be
measured, but all the language used of the
Satanic units show they have both limited size
and local position.? Unlike God, who is omni-
present at the same moment, evil spirits are here
or there, in a house or out of a house’in a
person or out of a person,’in the lower heavens,®
earth, pit, or lake of fire (Rev. xx. 10).

18ee other ocoupants of the a%ygss referred to in Luke viii, 81;
Rev. ix. 2, 8,11, 2Matt. viii, 29-83; Lukeviii. 81. 8Cf. Mark v.
10, “besought Him much that He would not send them away
out of the country.”

éMatt. xii. 44. 5 Marki. 25. 64.c., aerial regions, Ephes. vi. 12,
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- It is important to establish in the minds of
God'’s people to-day a correct conception of the
reality of the presence or absence of Satan and
his evil spirits. © In reply to the question of
Jehovah: “ Whence comest thou ?” Satan said,
“ From GOING TO AND FRo in the earth, and from
walking uP AND DOWN in it” (Job. i. 7&. This
of itsel% proves locality and the possibility of
displacement.

Again, the principalities of Satan are not all

located in the same place, as we

The location  gee by the tenth of Daniel, as well

s ata;{c t}:ms as the fact that force was required

' " to break through them. Men,

even redeemed men, therefore, cannot actually

displace the evil spirit host from the air into the

abyss. This work belongs to the hosts of light

—mnot to God and not to man, although at the

back of the angelic force lies God’s authority
and the prayers of the Church.!

Two things alone can make the evil spirit
beings move—authority and force—spirit force.
When God’s messenger on the way to Daniel
was met and contested by the Satanic Prince of
Persia, God did not use His Divine force or
authority to prevent the combat. What is
clearly shown here is the power of evil spirits to
frustrate the movements of the hosts of light.
The angelic messenger had to use force in the
battle, which was so great that reinforcements
had to be sent to him to break through. The
*battle was not won simply by the exercise of
Divine authority, but by increased angelic force.

There is therefore shown us in the Scriptures
the existence of a triple alliance against hell, s..,
Divine authority by God Himself, angelic force,
and human co-operation by prayer, such as
Daniel’s three weeks of prayer, in the time of a
‘ great warfare.”

It is in the purpose of God which must

.. ultimately come to pass, that Satan
T"‘O‘I"ti":‘”"ﬂ ?nd hi; hosts are to be DISPLACED
.2 4 from the air and cast into the pit,
spirits of evil preceded by their displacemgnt
from the Church by dispossessing the deceived
members, and as the Church triumphs over
them, her plea for the binding of Satan
becomes tenfold stronger. With this object in
view there must be a cleavage and separation
between evil spirits and the church, and evil
spirits and the world. They must go out of and

. away from the church into the pit; out of and

away from the world into the pit; out of and
away from animals® into the pit, ere the ultimate
of the Millenium is reached. .

God alone will not do the displacing, and man
cannot. The angelic host in battle array will do
the work,® but in addition to the Divine auth-

1Cf. Rev. viii.8-5. 90f. Rom. viii. 19-92. 3 Bee Rev. xii. 7-0.

ority, and angelic action, the Church must do
her part of prayer, and become spiritual enough
for ceaseless spirit-wrestling against the princi-
palities and powers in the heavenly places. How
can the Church resist the spirits of evil, and join
in spirit in the triple alliance against hell whilst
she “gives place to the devil” in any of her
members ? .

There is therefore a work to be done in
preparation for the Lord’s coming, and the
ultimate bringing in of the Millennium. There
is danger in talking about the Master’s coming
apart from DOING THE WORK necessary for His
coming. If we do the work He will come.
Every aspect of truth has the complement which
keeps it in healthy balance. We may talk and
pray and write about His coming whilst blind to
the work which conditions His coming. The
“ waiting " for Him to come may bring about a
passivity which actually hinders the fulfilment of
our desires. ‘Blessed is that servant, whom his
Lord, when He cometh, shall find . . . poing,’?
said the Lord. The ¢ evil servant " falked about
the coming Lord and His long tarrying, but
neglected the work to find fault with his fellow-

‘servants, who may have been striving to be

faithful. Each servant of God must find his
own work and po IT.

The Church should pray for light from God as

- toher part in the Coming of Christ,
The part of the and the bringing in of the Millen-
Charch in bringing p3y;, The children of God should
in the Millennium. ) :
pray for an open mind, and true
conceptions about it. They may have wrong
thoughts which need to be cleansed away, and
there may be hindrances to be removed in the
Church itself, in wrong doctrines about the
Millennium, and in unwillingness to hear about
the warfare against the Satanic host which will
precede the ¢ thousand years.”

The Church must awaken to co-operate in
the war which will ultimately end in the casting
of the devil into the abyss. The children of
God must understand that God calls for a
triumphant Church over sin and Satan to “bind
the strong man.” ‘lhe dragon is already in
“great rage’’ knowing that his time is short.
He is a real foe in a real rage. Itisnota crying
of ¢« wolf, wolf,” when there is no wolf! The

- policy of “ wearing out ”® the Saints is already

in process. Many of the advancing believers
are worn out and overcome. Among the nations.
there are wars and rumours of wars. The
spiritual believers should be watching these
signs for prayer, and give themselves to prayer
for the Millennium. Let them pray millennial
prayers, 4.e., on to the vast future goals which
are on the near horizon, Let them not only

12 Pet. iii. 13, B.V. 3 Matt. xxiv.46. 3 Daniel vi. 25.

- -
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pray “Even so, come, Lord Jesus,” but pray

that all evil spirits may be bound and cast into

the abyss and sealed there. A
The ¢ prayers of the saints’ are gathered up

from all ages into the golden -

The Prayers censer, to have their answer in

oll Soaints God’s fulness of time.! The saints

" of old saw the promises * afar off

and “were persuaded of them and embraced

them "’ (Heb. xii. 13). They are still waiting

fulfilment (Heb. xii. 39, 40). They are in the

golden bowl with the other prayers of 4/l saints.

They were needed for all the working out of
God’s purposes from their time until now.

In the closing days of the age, on the eve of
the Lord’s coming, and all that is to take place
on the eve of the millennium as shown in Rev.
xx. 1-6, God needs those who will pray Millen-
nial prayers, seeing “afar off "—and not so “far
off” as some may think—the promises concern-
ing the displacing the Satanic hosts from the
earth, and the air, and being persuaded of their
certain fulfilment, hastening their fruition by
their prayers. . -

God needs the Church to do her part by
prayer, and wrestling in spirit, against the spirit-
forces of evil (Ephes. vi. 12) in active warfare
AGAINST them. Are there prayers even now
being gathered into the golden censer for the

fulfilment of Rev. xx. 1-6. Is the Church doing

her part for the fulfilment of that great hour?
The cry “ Avenge me of mine adversary "’ from
believers in wrung out suffering has ascended to

the Judge of all, but is He still waiting for the -

prayers of His Church, which will bring about
the making of His enemies the footstool of His
feet ? The Church has often prayed since
John'’s time : “ Come, Lord Jesus;” but He has
not come. Is He waiting for the Apocalypse
prophecies to be turned tnto prayey 7«1 will yet be
enquired of to do this . . ." may be the key to
the prolonged delay. The “chain” may now
have to be forged link by link by the prayers of
all saints. '
Will you, reader, take this matter to God in
prayer 7 Will you ask Him if He calls you into
the prayer ranks needed to pray in the millen-
nium ?  'Will you ask Him to burden you with
this burden, and equip you for its cost. Yea,
Wwill you bear the sacrifice and pay the price?
Will you {ay down your life to bring in the
Mlllgnnium?  For it means a life of spirit-
fighting and resistance. If the Millennium not
only means the appearing of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, but the displacing of the

. hosts of evil from the world and their casting

into the pit, the rage of the dragon will know no
bounds, and ke will attack such a praying one in

1Rev. viii. 8,4,5

every possible direct and indirect way, day and
night unceasingly. For the spirits of evil know
no “hours of work.” It means, therefore, the
sacrifice of all things to be at the service of the
warfare always, but it means also the joy of
victory, and the triumph of the Lamb.

The ultimate of the aggressive spirit-warfare

. emphasized by the Spiritof God to-

The ultimate day, may BE MORE THAN REVIVAL—
w‘;fr;:'; eventheMillennium.“Ifthetrumpet

" gives an uncertain sound, who will

prepare himself for battle?” Is this call to
prepare for, and pray for the hastening in of the
Millennium, with its freedom from the presence
of the Satanic hosts, not the * certain sound”
which God desires rung out strong and clear to
His militant children at this time? For they
need to see clearly the objective of the warfare,
lest, like Ephraim, “ being armed and carrying
bows " they turn back in the day of battle.!

In view of Rev. xx. 1-6, and in accord with
Rev. viii. 3-5, the praying children of God should
pray for the pispLaciNG of the spirits of evil
from every place they locate, in believers, and in
the world, in preparation for the hour of their
being cast into the pit.

And let this fact that PRAYER IS A FACTOR IN
DISPLACING them, be rivetted into the minds of
God's children. God’s angel could not go directly
from the throne of God to Daniel to deliver his

"message, because he was hindered by the force -

of the opposing principalities. The message
could not be given until he could reach the
place to give it to the one for whom it was
sent. The same principle may be applied to the
evil spirit beings. When they cannot go to the
place they want to, they cannot deliver a message
any more than God's angel could give his message
to Daniel. , ‘

The best method, therefore, of stopping their
work even now is by DISPLACING them, .., they
cannot operate if they are prevented reaching
any particular locality or person.? Better even
than praying that their works may be destroyed,
is the goal prayer that they may be removed
into the pit of the abyss, where they cannot
influence man any longer. As an earnest of
this hour, prayer may even now prevent them
carrying out their wicked works among men.

Let us, therefore, persistently pray God to
displace the emissaries of Satan from their every
lodgment and sphere of activity, using the
mighty weapon of prayer, so as to present an
unwavering resistance against them in the Name
of our warrior God.

** Who is this King of Glory ?

The LORD strong and mighty |
The LORD mighty in battle.” —Ps. xxiv. 8.

Psalm 1xxviii. 9. 2Cf. in confirmation of this localizing
of the emissaries of Satan, Dan. x. 20. Matt. 8ii.dd.
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The Spiritual Life.
“Don’t Look.”*

‘*Who is blind but My servant? or deaf as My
messenger that I send ? who is blind as he that is
at peace with Me, and blind as the Lord’s servant?'’

. Isa. xlii. 19. R.V.
HESE words were spoken primarily of the
T Lord Jesus, the pattern Servant, Who
humbled Himself and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the Cross; but
they also describe those who have followed Him
to Calvary, found peace with God throngh His
blood, and accepted His Cross as theirs. Those
who are joined to Him as the Living One, and
now through the supply of His Spirit, seek to
walk in His steps, not looking at the outward
appearance of things around, nor judging after
the sight of the eyes, nor deciding after the
hearing of the ears. (Isa. xi. 3. R.V.m.)
Thelife in union with the Risen Lord means
that we are willing to be “blind " and ¢ deaf ”’ to
all but God. Seeing with the outward eyes, but
inwardly unmoved because of the heavenly vision.
Hearing with the outward ears, but deaf to all
voices, because of the inward voice of God.
How are we to maintain this blessed blindness
essential to those who would be faithful in all his
house? God gives us some of the conditions by
the mouth of Isaiah.

‘‘ He that stoppeth his ears- .. and shutteth
his eyes from looking upon evil ; Thine eyes
shall see the King."' Isa. xxxiii. 15, 17. R.V.

‘We must learn to stop our ears, and shut our
eyes if we are to live day by day seeing the King,
and be honoured to carry His messages.

‘“Don’t look ** at anything God has forbidden.

* This woman SAW that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and she
took.” Gen. iii. 6. :

The eyes need vi%-i-ilant keeping if we are to
walk in the light as He is in the light, under the
sprinkled blood. The victory must be won over
the first look. Not one glance must be permitted
when the enemy tempts. Don't look even at books
that you are not sure about. God will keep us
if we shut our eyes!

“Don’t look "’ at the earthly difficultics.

** Saul said, Because I SAW that the people were
scattered from me, and that thou camest not
therefore said I, the Philistines will come down
now upon me and—" 1 Sam. xiii. 11, 12.

It is fatal to look around and at consequences,
especially in times of crisis, or it will be
impossible to be still, and wait God’s time for
deliverance. ¢ Jesus came to them in the fourth
watch of the night” (Matt. xiv. 25). It is
always His way. God is never behind time!

*No.7 of ** The New Life" series, 3d. dozen, 33d. post free.

However dark the path may be, waif ; do not go
before Him, don’t *force yourself” like Saul.
-Shut your eyes, and trust. * The crisis demands
action,” we say! Nay, “dwell in stillness and
wait for clearness "—wait until you are sure of the
will of God, and leave the ¢ Philistines” to Him.

‘“ Don’t look at the threats of the enemy.
¢ Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, so let
the gods do to me if I make not thy life as
the life of one of them, when he SAW that,
he arose and went for his life.”’ 1 Kings xix. 2, 3.
The mighty prophet of Mount Carmel fleeing
at a woman’s threats! He only looked at the
enemy, lisiened, and fled from his post. Don’t
look at the roaring lion,* or flesh and heart must
faill Hide in God, and stand unflinchingly in
Him. ¢« Stand stilland see the salvation of God.”

‘““ Dont look " at another’s civcumstances.
‘I was envioug . , . when I SAW the prosperity of
the wicked. Until I went into the sanctuary of
God; then understood I—" Psa. lxxiii. 3, 17.
How many have questioned the strange deal-
ing of God, that affliction comes to His children,
and apparent freedom from trial to the children
of this world. David said his feet had well
nigh slipped because he looked and envied. It
was after he went into the  Sanctuary ” that he
was able to see things in their true’light, and
said ¢ there is none upon earth I desire beside
Thee.” ¢ Don't look ” at others’ circumstances,
temporarily or spiritually, and admit one doubt
of your Father’s love. ¢ Whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth.” (Heb. xii. 6)

“Don’t look '’ at the siormy sea.

** Peter walked on the water . . . Butwhenhe SAW
the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning
to sink, he cried, saying, ‘Lord, save me.'"
Matt. xiv. 29, 30.

The walk on the water is just a picture of the
walk of faith in blessed. blindness. It is only
possible as long as we ¢“don’¢ look” at temptation,
but keep under thé sprinkled blood; “don’t look”
around, and admit fear of the Philistines:
““don’t look" at the roaring lion,* and be frightened
from the post of duty; ‘“don’t look™ at others,
and admit a doubt of our Father’s faithfulness.

“ Looking into Jesus ' He will uphold us, and
we shall walk in triumph on the stormy sea.
‘We shall endure as seeing Him Who is invisible.

* Thou whom I have taken hold of . . . fear thou

not, for I am with thee; look not around thee, for
I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will

‘help thee; yea, I will uphold thee.”” Isa. xli. g,
10, RV. m,

My King, and my God . . I .. will Look ue.”
Psa.v.2,3. .

* This is when he ‘‘roars’ through others! 1 Pet. v, 8, shows
another aspect of resistance in the dsrect attacks of the * lion," i.c.,
not through others. The same is true about the * Philistines.” We
have to *“ wrestle "’ against wicked spirits in their direct attacks on
us (Ephes. vi. 12), and “don't look " at all outward thin%s which
would divert us from our standingin God, and our positian o victory.



The School of ‘Prayer o
and The Lord's Watch.

**Be watchfal with all perssverance in prayer Jor all the saints. . . ."*

‘Ephes. vi. 18, Congbeare,’

The Lords Watch in 1912.

S such a thing as undue reliance on the prayers
of others possible? Qur experience in
dealing with souls, shows that it is. We

.are, as Bible Christians, distressed at the perver-
sion of prayer shown in the Church of Rome
in teaching poor needy souls to ask the * Virgin
Mary " to “intercede’ for them with the Son
of God. Yet there is the same perverted idea
of prayer to be detected underlying many of
the ¢ Requests for Prayer” among evangelical
believers. ' E : o

There is sometimes a false reliance on the
prayers of others; as being more accepiable to
God than the one in need. The faith of such
souls is in danger of reliance on the * goodness,”
“power in prayer,” ‘“access to God,” of the
persons they wish to pray for them, and not
DIRECTLY in the One who answers prayer. The
appeal for “ prayer” to such and such a person,
known to have “power in prayer,” may also
cover up the lack of a real living touch with God
in the one asking prayer, or else a misconception
of the meaning of unity in prayer.

Alas, this lack of understanding how to deal
with God themselves, and this superstitious—for
it is really superstition—reliance upon others’
prayer is more prevalent than we would think,
and the very /ife of the Church is being injured
by it, because those who unduly turn to others
“for prayer,” are thereby weakening the reliance
on God which would deepen in their own life, as
they learnt to lay hold of God for themselves.

To lessen this danger in the ministry of the
Lord’s Watch, it is necessary, at the beginning
of a New Year, to again make clear the purpose
for which it was instituted, so as to maintain and
deepen its original effectiveness, when it had
every mark that it was shaping to become a
mighty weapon in the life of the Church.

First, it may be well to re-state some of the
conditions set forth for the guidance of cor-
respondents, in connection with the inauguration
of the Lord’s Watch as given in the Overcomer
of January, 1910, and other issues during that
year. We read that the ¢ Watch” was com-
menced to meet the “need of prayer, concentrated
upon the loosing of captive souls from the power
of the enemy ;"' * that -« the Lord's Watch should
be clearly understood as not relieving the
applicants from their own need to pray, but to
add the prayer force of others, to those who find
themselves unable to overcome the opposing

*p.18, Vol. II.
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forces of Satan against their petition ; ” and that
“requests for merely temporal blessings do not
come within its scope.” '

Later on as the work grew, we find Mr.
Williams engaged in. “a deeply instructive
correspondence, pointing out hindrances to their
prayers being answered,” and *“ seeking to help
the writers into the position of ¢answering their
own prayers' by being usable instruments at
the Lord’s disposal.”* From this point on, the
need of the * School of Prayer " aspect continued
to grow until in Oct. 1911, it was outlined in
definite form as a “School of Prayer and the
Lord’'s Watch® with its scope defined as
follows :— .

(1) For training by correspondence, in the conditions of pre-
vailing prayer, and their application to specific need. -

2) lgor dealing with special cases in prayer, and by corres-
ponderice and monthly reports. .

(3) For the receiving of special requests of immediate im-
portance, such as prayer for Missions, Conventions, etc,, wi
correspondence giving help on how to pray for Missions and
Clmr:ies. .

(4) For correspondence with, and prayer for Missionaries in
the Foreign Field,

It has therefore been made clear from the
beginning that the ¢ Lord’s Watch ” was not
instituted as a ¢ circle of prayer” mnor as a
“ prayer meeting " for the presenting of requests
to God, nor was it meant to deal with petitions
for prayer such as should be dealt with by
believers personally, or by the one or two with
whom they can pray, and who are in possession
of facts connected with the need for prayer, which
cannot be transmitted to another in writing.

True prayer is effective. If “prayer” is
only “relief of a burden,” the “casting off the
mind of a need,” or merely a * mentioning " of
another before God, then a simple “ request for
prayer” will serve the purpose—but prayer, true
prayer, means (1) life-force spent out, (2) time

to find out the will of God abont the need, and

(3) a carrying through of the case for prayer
until the answer is given. Effective prayer is
therefore a real work, with a necessary limit to
the extent of that work; i.e. limit to measure of
life-force ; limit to time, with but a twelve hours
day; and limit to the number of cases of need,
which a praying believer can carry through
effectively. '

The prayer-work of the Church should there-
fore be equally divided amongst its members, as
much as the distribution of other service.” For
example, those who write for prayer to the
Lord's Watch, should seek to be prayer-workers
able to deal with personal and local needs, up to
the fullest extent of the their spiritual force;
knowledge in seeking to know God’s will, and in
carrying local “cases” through in faithful prayer,
according to the will of God.

* p. 103, Vol. IL
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In brief, “ The Lord’'s Watch "’ was instituted
to help God's children, crudely put, to Do
THEIR OWN ¢ PRAYING '] That is, by correspon-
dence to give light to believers needing know-
ledge how to deal by prayer with-the spiritual
perplexities around them, with the ultimate pur-
pose of leading them into intelligent prayer for
the universal Church of Christ, as well as on the
personal responsibilities of prayer in their own
spheres. For above all the ¢ Lord’s Watch”
was instituted for the guiding into unity in spirit,
and knowledge, believers BURDENED FOR THE
WHOLE CHURCH in her time of travail ; that the
“ man-child-Church '’ may safely emerge into the
heavenlies, in the teeth of the erect dragon, and
pass to the throne of God.

The calling and ministry of the Overcomer is
for the universal Church—the Body of Christ;
not only for persons, towns, or countries, but
the whole wovid. For ministry to the Spirit-
born Church of Christ in a sphere where there
is “neither Jew nor Gentile, bond or free, but all
are one in Christ Jesus.”

‘Will the correspondents of the Lord’s Watch
in 1913 prayerfully ponder these things, and
seek to become mighty in prayer for the whole
Church of Christ, against the powers of dark-
ness? To this end we would earnestly ask all
to watch against the danger we have pointed
out, of being self-centred in prayer, and unduly
relying upon the prayers of others to the weaken-
ing of their own prayer life.

Let it be clearly understood, that answer to
the prayers of others is not possible, when the
petitioner himself does not with his whole being
seek God himself, and be willing at all costs to
give himself to the answer of his own prayers.

Will correspondents - please note that the
primary conditions of the institution of the
Lord’s Watch, will be adhered to in the coming
year, and difficulties in connection with the
spiritual life alone will be dealt with.

. Let us pray that God may teach us how to pray.

The School of Prayer and the Lord's Watch.

All correspondence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams,
cfo **Overcomer’’ Office, Toller Road, Leicester.

% It is understood that all correspondents are regular
readers of the “Overcomer,”" as the teaching of the paper supple-
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondence.
Rules governing the *' Lord’s Watch '’ may be had on application
;o Mr.]Wi]linms. Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed
or reply. : '

A Word to the Lord's Praying Ones.

OUR correspondence increasingly reveals that the

readers of our pages are mainly those who have

. considerably advanced in the spiritual life, and

who are eager to press on in the knowledge of God, for
deeper and fuller service in the last days of the age.

Our readers therefore, speaking generally, constitute a

** PRAYER FoORCE "’ of unlimited power, were it focussed
unitedly upon some strategic need in the battlefield, or
upon some great stronghold held by Satan's power.

To obtain the co-operation in prayer of this PrRaver
ForceE has been the purpose of the brief condensed
petitions for the need of the Church of Christ as a whole,
which we have hitherto given, and which we purpose
continuing in 1913, relying upon the Spirit of God to
unite in prayer the intercessors who read these pages.

In response to the request of a reader for teaching on
the way to express prayer to meet the present need, we
shall give from time to time petitionsin prayer form
which we trust will be used by all who look to this
column for help in the warfare by prayer.

WILL YOU PRAY P

God works on the line of your prayers, therefore ASK,

Pray until you have nothing left to pray for.

Exhaust all your thoughts in prayer. Every thought, word,
action, turn into prayer against the foe.

Seek to be ‘“up to date’ in prayer, free to pray for all new
needs of prayer as they arise.

“War on the Saints.”

As the book was written and driven through to completion by
a force of perpetual prayer, it needs perpetual prayer as it goes
forth to the éﬁurch of Christ therefore :—

PRAY that all Satanic workings and
supernatural ‘ texts” and ‘“messages”
intervening and hindering its being read
and understood, may be destroyed.

PRAY that the Book may accomplish
its misson to the Church of Christ.

PRAY that every reader may read it in

rayer. ,
pray EVAN ROBERTS.

) The Prayer Need for January.
That all divisions and partitions between God's peaple brought
about by the devil's work, may be destroyed.

Special Prayer for

The LONDON CLINIC Conference,
January 1 and 2, 1918.

Continue to Pray: _

For the issue of “ Le Vainqueur " in French speaking countries on
the Continent, and for Mr. Johnson in the work connected with its
issue. Pray Ephes. vi. 19, for him. -

For Divine equipment for a worker in Germany translating
“ War on the Saints *' into the German language.

For God to open the way and bring to full fruition the desire of a
servant of God in Canada, to facilitate the issuing of the Ovsrcomer
in the Armenian language. - :

For the issue of the Overcomer literature in the dialects of India, as
laid upon a servant of Christ now returning to India.

That God will bring to full fruition a desire to have the ‘* Warfare
with Satan and the Way of Victory” translated into Spanish for use
in S. America.—E.T.S.

For 700 Spurgeon’s Sermons and Booklets just sent out to the
North Sea Fleet on the Dogger Bank. That the Spirit of God may
use them to the salvation ot so

The Opium Traffic.

That China may be strengthened in her Anti-Opium policy, that
our Statesmen may be led to give up the vindicative measures used
lately to keep China to the observance of a wrong treaty, and that the
dangerous crisis may quickly and peacefully pass.—Noel Broomhell.

An Appeal from Sweden.

Pray for SweDEN—DI that body may be w ‘to
translate the Overcomer in Swedish. The need’ is great. he
O fons in my heart, and I thank God for the
teaghing.—4.J.
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Light on fhe' Word.

A New Year's Message to disobedient
Children of God.

JEREMIAH II. AND III.

I. The Father seeking His disobedient children :

) ** The word of the Lord came to me, saying, Go, and cry in
" the ears of Jerusalem;"’ vv. 1, 2.

1. The Father’s message :
** Thus saith the Lord; I remember thee, the kindness of thy

youth, the love of thine espousals; how thou wentest after Me
in the wilderness; "’ ver, 2., .

Note the Father's tender memory of the early days and the
first love of the soul. How beautiful to Him the eager
following after Himself alone in the wilderness. Then, He
said, ** Israel was holiness unto the Lord "—wholly set apart
for God, His precious first-fruits, so kept by Him that none
could touch—** all that devour him shall be held guilty .
saith the Lord.”*

III. The Father’s complaint :

** What unrighteousness . . . in Me, that they are gone far from

Me, and have walked after vanity, andare become vain ? ** ver. 5.
(1) Israel's ingratitude and forgetfulness.

* Neither said they, Where is the Lord that brought us up

out of the land of Egypt: that led us through the wilder-

ness; " ver. 6.

(2) Israels sinful abuse of His grace.
“1 brought you into a plentiful land . . . but when ye
entered, ye defiled My land; ™ ver. 7

(3) Israel's sad condition. -
** The priests (for the Eeople God-ward) said not, Where
isthe Lord? The shepherds (guarding the flock)-also
transgressed aﬁainst Me. The prophets (the messengers
of God) prophesied by Baal (to please the world) and
walked after things that do not profit; ** ver. 8.

1V. The Father's pleading.

*“ Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord . . .
see; . , . consider diliiently;" vv. 9, 10

Do the heathen {orsa e their ‘God which are no gods?
** But My people have changed their glory:"" ver. 11. **My
peopliaghave forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters; ™
ver. 13, ’ ’ ’

Is Israel . .. a ... slave? why is he become a prey?
*“The young lions have roared upon him, . . , they have
made his land waste; ** vv. 14, 15,

Hast thou not procured this unto thyself # * Thou hast for-
saken the Lord . . . when He led thee; "’ ver. 17.

Why gointo Egypt, and persist in the wrong way £ ** What
hast thou to do inthe wayto Egypt ?*" ver. 18. *‘Thine own
C e backslidinfs shall reprove thee; know therefore and see
that it is an evil thing and a bitter, that thou hast forsaken the
Lord; ™ ver. 19.

It is not in the Father's heart to plan bitter things for His
children, but when they rebeland go their own way they must
know how hard it is to kick against the pricks. When the
devil roars and takes captive the children of God, it is often
because they bring it upon themselves by going into a path God
has not chosen.

V. The Father’s reminder of broken vows.

*“ Of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands:
and thou saidst, J will not transgress:** ver. 20 m. *Yet
. . . thine iniquity is marked before Me; " ver. 22,

V1. The Father's unveiling of all excuses.

(1) First she said she had not gone astray!
** How canst thou say, | am not defiled, I have not gone
after the Baalim ? ™' ver. 23.

(2) Then she sank in despair and wilfulness. -
* Thou saidst, there is no hope: no; .. . . Ihave loved
strangers, and after them willl go!”* ver. 25. Yet, He
said, when they were in trouble they would say ** Arise
and save us "’ fver. 27). They would seek Him then.

VII. The Father's Lament :

(1) His patient dealing seemed in vain. *‘In vain have I
smitten your children; they received no correction:”’
ver. 30.

(2) His power and control is cast aside. ‘' Wherefore say
My peoPle. We are lords; we will come no more unto
Thee? ™" ver. 31 A V.

(3) His love is ignored. *‘Can a maid forget her ornaments?

.. . yet my people have forgotten Me:™" ver. 32

VIII. The Father's view of sin and its influence:

(1) It injures others as well as the soul. **Therefore hast
thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways ?** ver. 33, A.V.
2 It brinfs blood-guiltiness upon the sinner. *‘‘In thy
skirts is found the blood of the souls of the innocent poor:™

ver.

(3) It blinds the eyes and hardens the conscience. ~** Yet
thou saidst, ] am innocent, . . . thou sayest, I have not
sinned; '’ ver. 35.

(4) It makes the soul misjudge God. *Yet thou saidst . . .
surely His anger is turned away from me;™ ver. 35. But
God cannot forsivc sin unless .confessed: **Behold, 1
will enter into judgment with thee, because thou sayest, I
have not sinned;” ver. 35.

(5) It gives a restless conscience. ‘' Why gaddest thou
about so much to change thy way ?** ver. 36. The faith-
Sful warm'nF: *“Thou shalt be ashamed;’’ ver. 36
**Thou shalt not prosper;’* ver. 37.

IX. The Father's five calls to return:

(1; *Yet return again to Me, saith the Lord:" ch. iii. 1.

(2) ** Wilt thou not from this time cry unto Me, my -

Father?'* ver. 4. )

(3) **I said, after she had done all these things, Turn thou
unto Me; "’ ver. 7, A V. - .

(4) “*Go, and proclaim . . .. return, thou backsliding Israel;
.. . I will not look in anger upon you: for I am merci-
ful;" ver. 12,

(5) **Return O backsliding children; for I am a husband
unto you; *’ ver. 14. 'he conditions: *‘ Only acknow-
ledge . . . that thou hast transgressed; " ver. 13. The
promises: “1 will bring you to Zion: and I will give you .
shepherds according to Mine heart; ** vv. 14, 15

X. The Father’s joy:

The glad sound to the Father's heart. ** A voice is heard
. . . the weeping and the supplications of the children:"’
ver. 21. The Father's voice: “ Return . . . children, I
will heal 1" ver. 22. The children's reply : ** Behold we are
come . . . Thou art the Lord our God; " ver. 22, *We
have sinned against the Lord; ** ver. 25.

**If any man «in, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the Righteous: and He is the propitiation for
our sins.”” 1 John ii. 1, 2 J. P-L.

Note—A correspondent asks how a believer can get back to God

after falling into known sin. The message given above truly shows the
Father's heart, for He is the same God to those who are His children by
faith in Christ Jesus. Schofield points ou: that the first epistle of John
s a ** family letter from the Father to His * little children,' " where the
¢ sin of a believer is treated as a child's offence against his Father."
o Jesus Christ the Righteous " is now his Advocate to -vestore him to

ellowship on the ground of His Calvayy sacrifice.
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The Word of Witness.
Refusing the Yoke.

- By *Sentinel,”

Y story has for its setting a railway
carriage on the Lancashire and York-

shire line. One foggy November morn-
ing, five of us, all Christian workers, started out
for a day’s rest by the sea after arduous toil;
our hearts were all aglow, and we carried the
Overcomer, not only the current number but the
living message of victory written on our hearts.

As the train steamed into the station we espied
a Salvation Army Officer, and one of our party
moved towards her, and persuaded her to enter
our carriage, hoping to pass on the message of
victory to this worker. Thus we were six in
number, and constituted a majority of two to
one over the other passengers, and as soon as
the train pulled out of the station it was evident
the Spirit of God had dominated the carriage,
and that for a very definite and wonderful pur-
pose.

‘We glanced around the compartment ; oppo-
site there sat an elderly man buried in his news-
paper, on the near side a young lady of capable
and business-like air, and in the far corner a

gentleman of an arresting appearance. He.

looked across at us out of searching and hun,
eyes, and appeared deeply affected by the
animated conversation now in progress between
the Salvation Army Officer and one of our party.
A battle royal was now in progress, and we
think of a foreword in ‘* War on the Saints ' :
« As a key to a lock so is the truth in this book
to need.” We were watching the fascinating
process of the lock and the key being brought
together by the hand of God.

ery soon the circle of conversation was
enlarged by the gentleman in the corner joining
in, he was deeply interested: ¢ This Quercomer
seems just the message I need ; my life is.in a
terrible tangle. I have occupied the best posi-
tions, but a long series of misfortunes have
brought me down, yet I am a child of God, and
very puzzled to know how all things work
together for good to them that love God. My
last misfortune has been the loss of my darling
daughter, and since then I have been losing my
memory, leaving valuable things in the train,
etc. I suppose this is owing to trouble, is it
not? Is it possible for me to get deliverance ?
Do you think you could help me ? "

The sight of a well-dressed and educated man
willing to humble himself before his fellow-
passengers in this way revealed the extremity of
his need, and the greatness of the Divine oppor-

tunity. The other gentleman having got out,
and the Salvation Army Officer changing at the
next station, left us with the young lady (who
we afterwards found had Theosophical leanings),
and our friend who had signalled his distress.
‘With what ardent spirits we united to bring
home to him the true facts of his case. This is
how we commenced :—

“ Do you realize, my friend, that these mis-
fortunes which you are describing by various
names are a part of a consistent plan to wreck
your life ?” No, he had never thought of it in
that way. “Well, so it is—you have read
Ephesians vi., and we have not the smallest
doubt from our own experience that behind all
your troubles the powers of darkness, and the
spirits of evil are labouring unceasingly to
destroy you. . . .” :

The revelation struck the man with the force
of a blow. From far off days, as a Sunday
School scholar, he had been familiar with the
Scriptures which reveal the workings of Satan,
and yet had never seen the living and practical
application of the truth. He had contended
quite ineffectually with a shadowy and impersonal
thing called evil, which to him was nothing
more intelligent than sin in a very general form.
Now he was all eagerness to understand how to
escape from the house of bondage, and how to

in the mastery over the bandits of the air who
had plundered his life. 'We had but five minutes
left, and so, as briefly as might be, we poured in
the truth of how Christ had vanquished Satan
and all his hosts at Calvary; and further, that
however formidable and far-reaching their hold
might appear, their power would wane if he took
back all the ground he had ever given to them,
and resisted their invasion in the strength of
Christ’s victory, 1 Cor. xv. 57, Rom. vi. 6, 11,
1 John iii. 8, Jas. iv. 12. Was 1T NOT HIGH

. TIME FOR HIM TO SET UP AN ACTIVE RESISTANCE ?

Rom. xiii. 12. Could he not, on the strength of
the Word of God and in the power of His Spirit,
REFUSE THE YOKE? This surely must be the
way out of prison, and could he not rely upon
God to destroy the Devil's hold -upon his life ?
(Heb. ii. 14). :

As the train drew up at our destination there
was only time to exchange cards, and to make
an appointment for the next day, which would
mean a railway journey for the seeker, and a
test of his sincerity. In the meantime, our
Theosophic lady friend was being dealt with in
another part of the carriage, and with streaming
eyes had discovered a firm foundation through
the Blood of Calvary, for her feet to stand upon.
Like the Ethiopian, these two went on their

‘way rejoicing, waving farewell out of the

carriage window ; and the workers too, with an
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experience akin to Philip’s, were caught away
by the Spirit of the Lord on the wings of joyous
exultation.

The next day brought the sequel! True to
his appointment, the traveller appeared, and
brought to our fireside as strange a story of the
workings of evil spirits as any we have heard.
Time and space will permit of only a resumé of
the story. :

Twenty-five years ago the traveller was a
front rank man of business, with the highest
connections (which we were able to verify). A

father’s only boy, heir to, and manager of, a .

business establishment which paid £180 a week
in" wages, and had £6,000 on the books, and
yielded £4,500 a year income ; a saintly mother,
a host of ?riends, and a family circle, religiously
inclined, and the traveller himself a Church
member. Trouble first began to manifest itself
at his wedding p without any -but the most
trifling cause. A family quarrel developed on
this occasion which resulted in a wide breach
between father and som, and involved the
relations and sisters also. As the years pro-
gressed this poisonous root of bitterness proved
the source of untold harm and much sin.
The traveller was left out of his father’s will, and
was persuaded by finesse and sharp business
practice, to part with his interésts, and thus
found himself cast upon the world.

Through all these billowy seas the traveller
maintained good standing, and a name as yet
untarnished. The relentless foe, however, had
only made a beginning ; domestic trouble inter-
vened, a flock of quarrelsome demons seemed to
invade his home life—at times it was unbearable.
He struggled in a smaller way of business, and
seemed to make some headway, until the attack

_developed here also, and money became tied up,
heavy to get, and light to hold.

Then the situation began to affect his religion,
not that he was rebellious, but the dark mystery
of evil appalled him. Having no explanation
it wore his spirit down, he became wistful and
restless, memory began to be affected, bereave-

-ment invervened, and “had I -not met you
yesterday,” said he, “ I fear that my life would
have broken up, and I should have soon joined
the great majority with a wasted and ruined life-
record ; but now I see it all, it is as clear as day
to me, and I have seen in two hours what I have
been praying blindly through for weary years. I
understand the tactics of the foe now, and can
intelligently take measures, through the grace
of God, to withstand his workings in me and
mine. Thank God for the message for hundreds
of oppressed people of God, who, like me, have
been overcome through not understanding the
wiles of the devil (Ephes. vi. 11).

Some Victory Songs
For 1913.

The Warrior's Battle Song.

To Tune ‘* Massa's in the cold, cold ground.” .

HEN temptation surges round you,
\X/ Darkness settles down: -

When the powers of evil whisper,
Spare yourself, and chance your crown.

Chorus.
Stand firm! Faith warrior.
Shout the Victor's song ;
Jesus conquered sin and gatan.
Wrestle, fight, withstand, be strong.

When your fellow Christian falters,
Strikes the traitor blow,
" And your neighbours scoff and slander,
Siding with the angry foe.
horus:—Stand firm, etc.

When the world with its enchantments
Lays the subtle snare—
Doubtful pleasures seek to lure you
From your life of faith and prayer.
Chorus :—Stand firm, etc.

When the household duties press you,
Heart and spirit fail,
Toil and sickness would distress you,
Effort seems of no avail |
Chorus : —Stand firm, etc.

Soon the battle will be over,
Satan soon be bound,
Soon the Church will rise triumphant—"
Waking at the trumpet sound. *
Chorus:—Stand firm, etc.

Then our King will come in glory
On this earth to reign,
Then the Nations bow before Him,
Laud and magnify His Name !
. Chorus: —Stand firm, ete.

G.H.D.

‘“Light in the Warfare.”
To Tune 90 S. & S.

IGHT in the warfare, soldier { Christ is at hand;
See o'er the battlefield the warriors stand.
Fierce is the fighting, soldier ! lift His banner high,
Stand your ground, be steady, soldier! Victory is nigh-
Chorus

Draw out the sword, soldier, draw out, then wield -
Heed not the raging lion, you must not yield.

Won is the victory, soldier, cling to Faith's strong shield,
Standing with the Conquering Lord, you'll triumph in the field.

Trust in the Captain, soldier, all else must go,
Louder the battle's din, and fiercer the foe;

Heed not the fiery darts, though quickly they fly,
Strengthened in thy Conquering Lord, hold the shield high.

Bright gleams His conquest, soldier, uplift the eye:
1l the darkness disappearing, glory is nigh.
Sharing the triumph, soldier, Satan *neath Christ’s feet.
Glory ! Glory ! Hallelujah | Victory's complete. . .
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“War on the Saints.”
By Rev. R. J. Ward, India.*

HIS is a unique book. Many books have
been written on the Holy Spirit, on
holiness, on prayer, on revival, and,

though a small number, on demonology. But
this book is remarkable for the way in which
these subjects are combined, and are all made
to bear upon one of the gravest perils which
confront the Christian Church in-the present
day. Itis the work of two experts, for each of
the two collaborateurs has made a special study
of the subject, and behind the study there has
been a spiritual experience and a close observa-
tion of the phenomena dealt with. All who
have any acquaintance with Mrs. Penn-Lewis’
writings and addresses know that her voice has
been lifted up again and again in warning and
in teaching with regard to the dangers treated
of in this work. Mr. Evan Roberts is well
qualified from what he has seen and gone
through to give his testimony.

We are brought face to face, in this volume,
with the great warfare that is going on between
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan.
It is taken for granted that the reader believes
in the existence and power of a personal devil,
with a gigantic system of demoniacal influences
and agencies under his sway. Emphasis is laid
upon ‘‘¢he wiles of the devil,” It is not the
traditional Satan, with horns and tail and the
smell of sulphur with whom we have to deal, not
the instigator of open and flagrant wickedness,
but the * angel of light.” It is—as in the old
story of Job—Satan appearing among the sons
of God. The deceiver of the nations, who is at
the back of all the non-Biblical religions of the
world, here appears as exerting his power over
the followers of the religion of Jesus Christ.
Moreover, among them it is not the formalist or
the worldling who is attacked by these evil
forces. The dangers here spoken of threaten
the most earnest and the most spiritually minded.
The picture drawn is that of good and saintly
men and women, who are bent on getting God’s
best, and whose very search for that lays them
open to these deceptions of the enemy.

Especially is this seen in times of religious

revival. Perhaps the most striking chapter of

the book is that entitled, ¢ Revival Dawn and
the Baptism of the Spirit,” in which the. state-
ment is made that “revival is the hour and
power of God and of the devil, for the descent of
the Divine power brings the accompanying
onslaught of evil -supernatural powers. It
means MOVEMENT IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM.”

* From the * Bombay Guardian,” India.

The movement of the Holy Spirit is challenged
and opposed by a counter movement, whose
object is to spoil and corrupt and discredit the
work of God, which it cannot ‘prevent.

The line of attack pursued in this *“ War on
the Saints ** is very fully exposed in the present
volume. No one reading it can be “ ignorant of
Satan’s devices,” at any rate, the reader must
be less ignorant after such a perusal. The main
danger to the earnest soul lies in:the direction
of eagerness for special manifestations of the
Divine Presence, indwelling and power; some
feeling, something in the region of the emotions.
rather than the purely spiritual and ethical.
Allied with this is the ¢ passivity” which
involves a false idea of surrender, the *letting
go " which means the abandonment of true self-
control. God does not deal with us as mere
machines. The action of His Spirit does not
displace, but inspire and direct, the action of the
human will. A similar peril attends the prac-
tice of prolonged periods of ¢ waiting on God,”

“which so often mean seeking a sign. We have

no need to wait in the same way as the disciples
did before Pentecost. The Holy Spirit has.
come, and is really waiting for us to fulfil the
conditions for. His full possession and use of us.

Reference is made to what is known as * The
Tongues Movement,” but the subject is disposed
of in a paragraph of ten lines, the reason of this
brevity being that this is regarded as “only a
fraction of the countless counterfeits being
forced upon the children of God at the present
time.” But this further fact is convincingly
demonstrated, that seeking for signs is not the
way of true spiritual power. The effect, rather,
is to produce an unhealthy introspection, along
with ‘a hardness of spirit, censoriousness and
schism, and sometimes even a dulling of. the
moral sense. :

But it is not enough to point out the danger -
without indicating the method of defence and
the secret of victory. This is very clearly un-
folded. The main defence, the master secret, is
the Cross. “ They overcame him by the Blood
of the Lamb.” But along with that there must
be knowledge ; for it is really through ignorance
of Satan’s devices that so many have fallen
under his power. - The believer is instructed and
enjoined to recognise clearly the possibility, the
real danger of being brought under the influence
of evil spirits, even in the pursuit of the highest
blessing. There must be no ground given by
indulgence in or seeking for thrills or sensations,
and the like. These, as well as the * passivity ”
referred to, are openings which the enemy is
quick to enter. There must also be the deter-
mination not to be passive instruments, but
willing and eager co-workers with God, as He
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works in us to will and to act. “ The Holy
Spirit, dwelling in the regenerated human spirit,

energizes and works through the faculties of the

soul and the members of the body.”

This may be regarded as a bhandbook on
Revivals. It furnishes a safeguard against the
perils which are peculiar to times of spiritual
awakening. At the same time, it points out the
way of true revival. It emphasizes the fact that
if the enemy cannot hold us back from following
hard after God, he gives us a push which sends
us off the line, and lands us in weakness and
defeat. It would be a sad and disastrous alter-
native to be held back through fear of these
excesses. That would be like refusing to bathe
lest we should be drowned. There is a navigable
channel between Scylla and Charybdis, and the
believing; obedient and instructed soul shall not
miss the way.

“Stand firm . .."”

In s to a request from a correspondent in U.S.A.,

P

we give Weymouth's rendering of Ephes. vi. 10-19, which is -

full of suggestiveness in the light of the present truth empha-
sized in our pages. .

In conclusion, strengthen yourselves in the Lord
and in the power which His supreme might imparts.
Put on the complete armour of God, so as to be
able to stand firm against all the stratagems of the

“devil. For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh

and blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, -

the forces that control and govern this dark world
—the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed against us in
the heavenly warfare.

Put on therefore the complete armour of God,
so that you may be able to stand your ground on
the day of battle*, and, having fought to the end,
to remain victors on the field. Stand therefore,
first buckling around you the belt of truth, and
putting on the breastplate of uprightness as well as
the shoes of the Good
foundation for your feet. And besides all these
take the great shield of faith, on which you will be
able to quench all the flaming darts of the Wicked
One; and taket the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.
Pray with unceasing} prayer and entreaty on every
fitting occasion in the gpirit, and be always on the
alert to seize opportunities for doing so, with un-
wearied persistence and entreatg on behalf of all
God's people, and ask on my behalf that words
may be given to me so that, outspoken and fearless,
I may make known the truth. .. .”

* Lit the evil day, . 4 Notes
t or “receive,” i.e., from the hands of God. by
‘Weymouth.

1 * Unceasing,” *‘ unwearied," lit ‘all . . . all.’

**If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know . . .
. John vii. 17.

News of peace—a firm .

 to Secretary, cfo *‘Overcomer” Offiee,

The Church M ilitant.

. AR on the Saints” *  *Twas long declared
\X’ Against the Royal Seed;
The proclamation soundeth far,
Church Militant, take heed.
The hosts of darkness gather fast;
And rapid strides they make ;
Ye soldiers of Christ’s army,
Church Militant, Awake !
What! Rebels in Christ’'s army ?
. Who sin against His light ?
Why are ye called His * soldiers** 72—
Church Militant, to fight.
What! Cowards, with fear and trembling
Afraid the foe to name !
Ignorant of his tactics !
Church Militant, ’tis shame.
** Not with Me,”* then against Me—
Dividing line so fair;
On whose side is this warfare ?
Church Militant, declare ?
The Conqueror rides in triumph—
hen share His triumph too;
His Calvary plan of Victory,
Church Militant, for you.
In Righteousness He judges,
For He is a Man of War.
- Refuse to fight! Then you will be
Church Militant no more !
He calls for Overcomers, i
Oh, shall He call in vain'?
Put on His armour, thus equipped
Church Militant, to reign. M.M.

“War on the Saints” Special Fund
for Workers.

E acknowledge with thankfulness the Contri-.
butions to this Fund, which is being care-
fully administered for the granting of a book to.

those who need it, and could not obtain it in any other
way. The book is charged to the Fund at cost price, se.
as to extend its scope to the largest number of applicants.

‘Workers eligible for application for a grant are those
1, in deep personal need of deliverance from the oppression
of the enemy, both in life and service for God; 2, who are-
in contact, in their Churches, Mission Halls, etc., with
supernatural manifestations of any kind, which they are
unable to deal with for lack of knowledge; 3, who will
make the fullest use of the book in gathering other workers.
to study it with them.

A “LoaN List" has also been opened, and a copy of
the book will be sent, on payment of postage, to applicants
for a stated period, with permission to make a further ap-
plication to the Grant-Fund if the reader can then fulfil
the conditions required, and state his purpose to use it for
the instruction of other workers. The object of the free
grant being that the book should be put to the fullest usE.

" for the deliverance of the Church from the Deceiver.

-Donations to the Special Fund, and. further applications for a
copy of the book by workers eligible for a %rant. may be addressed.
oller Road, Leicester.
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Our Readers’ Difficulties.

We give the following replies to correspondents, believing that
they ag;iu helpfothers oo have stmalar difiouliies, e ars sure

our correspondents will be glad to share the help they receive

with uther members of Ohrist. We shall always be careful to
give no clue to the identity of the writer.

Sister M. You say that you have ‘‘ gone from bad to
worse in parish work " since some of you ** started the
victory prayer,” and that it appears ‘‘ the attempt to
have the heavens opened, sets hell’s mouth wide at once."’
Yes (1) because you may have taken the ¢ aggressive '’
injprayer without understanding the defensive warfare as
«depicted in Ephes. vi., and because (z) you may not
understgnd how to pray around all the ramifications of
the situation, so that the enemy forestalls you in un-
expected ways. One of the favourite tactics of the

enemy to stop any incipient movement of the Spirit of-

"\God, is first to hold back money for expenses, and then

to work on men with only ‘¢ natural ” vision, to *‘ cut
down expenses' to meet the situation. Taking the
aggressive against the enemy by prayer, needs 2 most
keen and watchful personal walk according to Ephes. vi.
10-18, and then a keen watching unto prayer for discern-
ment to foresee the incipient workings of the powers of
darkness so as to forestall them, instead of their fore-
stalling yos. To pray through to victory a ** Jericho
needs seven days in truth, i.e., steady persistent step
by step faith gripping of the Word of God for the fulfil-
ment of Rom. xvi. 20, on the ground of Rev. xii. r1.

J.J.O. Alas, the *‘spirit of prejudice’ is one of the
:strongest weapons of the powers of darkness to close the
:mind of those under its power, to truth. Charles Finney
thas a strong word about this mischievous work of Satan.

. He says, **a mind under the influence of prejudice can
not have communion with God, and consequently can
‘not prevail in prayer . . prejudice is prejudging a ques-
‘tion, and pre-judgment is what Christ intended to
-prohibit and forbid. . . .”

E.B. You manifestly need to lay hold of victory over
.sin on the ground of Rom. vi. Victory over Satan
.depends upon this foundation being well and truly laid
in your life. It is not prayer you need so much as light
which sets free. Just as many hear the gospel of
salvation over and over, and do not understand it, so
‘many may read the Ouercomer, with its clearly given
‘message of victory over sin through standing on Rom. vi.,
.and victory over Satan by the weapon of Rev. xii. 11,
.and yet not understand either. You say God has
.enabled you {o overcome ‘‘one temptation,’”” but the
“tlittle ones’ conquer you each time. Have you not
read ‘* The Meaning of Reckon,"’ on p. 7 of the Overcomey
for January, 1912, and ‘' Rom. vi. as a Weapon of
Victory,”' on p. 154 (Oct, 1912)? You are not called

_ upon to ‘‘overcome’' sin, but to take an attitnde of
¢t death "—or separation—to it. Just put this to the
‘test. Take your stand on Rom. vi,, telling God that you
-stand on all that is written there, according to His
meaning of it, and then, when the ** temptations *’ come,
instead of trying, or struggling to overcome them, just
declare your position.  Say * In my will and purpose I
reckon myself dead to this thing, and refuse to have
.anything to do with it.”! Take the wonderful chapter

and read and read and re-read it again and again, from
verses I to 12—telling God you take it all and trust Him
to make it true. May God open your eyes to see the
simple way of victory.

. F.G.C. Thank you for your valued note. The fruit
from the past years of printed messages such as ** The
Cross of Calvary,” etc., is now ripening to maturity, and
has formed the ground work in many lives for the present
understanding of ‘* the Conflict in the Heavenlies,” of
those who have gone on from grace to grace, and strength
to strength. To:day’s message is not a divergence from
the Message of the Cross, but the sequence of it, as may
be seen in the pamphlet on the warfare published in
1897. The Pauline unfolding of the Body of Christ
shows these truthsall in perfect harmony. The Christians
who only know the germ-messages of Christ as given in
the gospels, seem to have no glimmer of the mystlcal
Body growing up into full stature, through * that which "
every joint supplieth,’’ and knowing in the membership
of that Body ¢ neither male nor female, bond or free.””
But all the world over those who have been taught of
God concerning the revelation to Paul, recognize truths
which build up the Body, and thus it is being fashioned
into full growth, to be revealed when the Lord comes.

M.H.M. (U.S.4.). Itis important to keep balance in
truth, and remember that it bas always two sides. We
do *live with the risen Christ in a new realm where
Satan is not recognized, because Christ is all ' as far as
our spiritual position goes. Paul shews this in Ephes. éi. 6.,
but in the same epistle he makes the statement of Ephes.
vi. 12, ' We wrestle against, etc. . . .”" showing that
whilst our standing and position is ** living with the Risen
Christ,”’ in actual fact the forces of darkness will contest
our abiding in that position, and will attack by every
conceivable means the outer man, hence the need of
armour in ¢ruth, uprightness, etc., whilst the full force of
the will is indicated in the word ‘‘ Take,” ‘ Take
up to the battle,” etc. Yes. Christ is our Life (Col.
iii. 4), our inspiring force, but ** we live,”" too, as persons
responsible to act and draw upon His life. See Gal. ii.
20: Phil. i. 19. The two different sides of the truth are
sometimes seen one side more acutely than the other, by
different believers, and then they are apt to oppose the
other they do not see, as ‘‘not Scriptural.”” The
¢¢ activities of nature '’ hinder the Holy Spirit, but the
suppression of ** nature’ gives place to evil spirits! May
God give us spiritual minds to apprehend truth.

B.A.P. You ask if it is ** Satan who makes you so
fearful ' or ‘* nervous "—but you add a blessed praise
note  How I praise God He has kept me without a fear,"
then again you say ** at times terrible thoughts are sug-
gested to me, and being possessed of a vivid imagination
I go through real suffering.”’ I have asked God to take
the thoughtsand imaginations instantly away if they were
from Satan and He answered. . . ."” Your experience is
but one of thousands of God’s children. The doubt makes
the conflict and suffering. If you KNEw at once that
these things were from Satan, you would be set free.
Notice your wording. (1) .Is é¢ Satan who makes me
fearful ? (2) I have a* vivid imagination."” (3) I have
asked God to take all away 1F from Safan, and He
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answered! (4) At times kept without fear. Note the
hesitation, questioning, doubt, ¢ It ’ and suffering. Now
clear decisive knowledge would end this. Itisnot suffering
from God, for there is no purpose in it except to weaken
you, cause you to lose sleep, and make you feeble or
¢ timid ’ in nerve power and action. All this enfeebles
a child of God for aggressive service. The simple asking
God to ‘“ keep '’ you does not permanently deliver. Why
should God be asked to ‘‘keep’ His child from what
that child could be delivered from if she had knowledge ?

Your deliverance will come on very simple lines.

1. Recognize that abnormal action of the *‘imagina-
tion,’’ apart from disease, is often caused by the working
of evil spirits. :

2. Deliberately withdraw all ground you have ever
given in your imagination, to the enemy, unknowingly.

3. Refuse all suffering caused by Satan.

4. Act on the witness GGod gave you, in response to
prayer, that the tortures of thoughts and imagination
were from Satan. You say, God instantly * took them
away.’ So you had an instant proof. Therefore act on
this, ¢.6., say when they come again ‘I know they are
from the enemy, and I refuse them because I belong to
Christ, spirit, soul and body, and Satan has no right to
torture me.” See James iv. 7. Further weapons to wield
you will find in Rev, xi. 11, etc. The ** Sword of the
Spirit "’ is the Word of God to be wielded against the foe.

‘When we find God's children set free from the tortures
of years, by the clear recognizing of the cause of their
sufferings, and the simple resistance of. the foe on the
ground of belonging to the Risen Liord, we see how the
Church may be set free for aggressive service.

Brief Replies.

J.W. (Irela: Thank you. I hoFe to use the poem
and its notes when space will permit later on.

. Mrs. A.C.T. (Bulgaria), 1 deeply appreciate your
kind words and your prayers, Itis a privilege to minister
to so many in other lands, May God unite more and
more the ‘‘ Church militant'’ against the foe in this
conflict hour.

E,A.G, Thank you.
possible for lack of time.

T.S.D. (U.S.4.). We greatly appreciate all you write
about ** War on the Saints,’’ and pray that God may
cause many others to find the same help and victory.

AH, éChina). So many have written asking for issue
in book form of the addresses given at Matlock on the
Holy Spirit in relation to the Warfare. As soon as
possible, I hope to put all on this theme together for
publication. possibly by next Whitsuntide.

M,R. (Africa). I am sorry but I cannot insert the
poem, nor many others sent to me. We feel that every
inch of space must be filled to the utmost with messages

upon the distinct theme of our paper, and we try
to avoid the personal element as much as possible, as
well as local and even national colouring. We exist only
for the ministration of spiritual truth to the universal
Body of Christ.

E.G.W. (Geneva). Thank you very much. The way
to get a deeper, fuller measure of the Holy Spirit, is to
spend to the utmost your present measuve. . ** To him that
hath—and spends—shall be given.’

L.R. (4frica). Please note reply to B.A.P. God's
<hildren in the thraldom of fear can get free without other
help if they will recognize two facts. (1) The possession
of a free will to exercise choice, and (2) that the will can

Your kind suggestion is not

choose to believe God. It is useless trying to ‘‘ discern
between soul and spirit "’ whilst in the transition stage of
escaping from the bonds of the ememy. The way to
victory lies in a steady action of the compass of the will
set to choose God's victory, and a steady choice of the
will to trust in the Risen Christ who cannot fail to ** save
to the uttermost '’ those who come to God through Him.

E.B.C. (4tlanta), It is good to know of these who are
at work in other lands, inspired to keener service by the
messages in our pages, A well-known writer says the
most effective work is to inspire others to work, and thus
advance on the principle of multiplication. Do you
watch, too, for all opportunities of helping others to
work, as well as doing your own work too? See John
xii. 24 as embodying this principle.

J.B.G, Ihope to deal with your questions later on.
My space has gone, and there are still an accumulation
of ** perplexity letters " to reply to,

A Note of Praise.

After many months emancipation from deceiving spirits,
I write a note of praise, for more clearly than ever do I
attribute it to the years of sound teaching before the
attack. The great onslaught began after the call to
prayer some years ago (1906) for the whole of His true
Church; through ignorance one failed, but now the over-
ruling is blesséd to prove. There is increase of yearning
over the still remaining, and beloved ‘¢others,” unde-
livered. The *‘call to arms"” is louder than ever, and as
the Overcomer this year has been perused, I see much
described that I have experienced, or seen also, and the
way of deliverance.

Heartfelt prayer goes up for you, and other writers of
‘War on the Saints, and the Overcomer. Since coming
right out of deception, many fierce and subtle devices
have been experienced to paralyse prayer ; but victory is
quicker than ever before, ever since the *‘ground '’ was
discovered, and the ‘* Word " stood upon by naked faith
for months.

Miscellaneous Items.

A correspondent writes asking if the paper on ** Spirituaj
Perplexities '’ on p. 158 of the October number of the
Overcomey can be had in Booklet form, and others have
also written thanking God for the light there given on the
guarding of the mind. This paper has now been issued
in a booklet No. 2 of ‘* The Handbook Series,” uniform
with Experimental Difficulties. (3d. net, 34d. post free.)

We are thankful to those of our readers who have
kindly sent us spare copies of the January, 1912, Overcomer.
‘We would be glad still for some of

JaNuary, ArrIL, JULY, 1912,
Will friends please NoT send papers issued in any other
months, but distribute them to those who need them.

Communications acknowledged from E.F.; T.K.; F.A.V.;

r 1]
G.A.T.; T.W.8 ; A.B.J,; Mrs. K.P, (Africa); E.8.H.; Mrs. A.A.;
J.W. (8. W. Africe); G.McD.; F.M.D.; M.K.; A.B.0.; F.B.0.:
Mrs. B.C, (Natel); HL.R.; F.J.; J.M.8.; T.W.8,; 8.A.H.; M.T.:
B.A8.; C.H.M.; AH.; ALM.; LW.; 8.0. (India); M.UL.:
JBL.; MHB.C; MB.; ATJ.; 8)W.; G.W. (Australia):
M.w. (Indi ): E.B.D. (India); A.E. (Austrelia); C.LF.; H.M.
(Manchester).

A Personal Word.

&~ The Editor will be greatly obliged to correspondents if
they will write on one side of paper only, and in clear and
black handwriting to avoid strain on eyesight, which has been
injured by the close work of the past year. Letters requiring a
personal answer should—when convenient—have stamped envef:pe
for reply, Will correspondents please say if a personal answer
is specially required, otherwise the Editor will understand that
acknowledgment through the Overcomer is sufficient.
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¢ Le Vainqueur. (The ““Overcomer.’’)

An 8-page paper lssued monthly, consisting entirely of
articles from the * Overcomer,” translated Into French.
Edited and Issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 61 Rue Chanzy,
Asnleres, Selne, France.

- The small list of subscribers is increasing, but the
larger part of each edition is sent out free to pastors and
workers of French-speaking countries on the Continent.
Readers of the Ouercomer who value its messages and
desire to share in this aggressive service for the Lord's
people in France may send their gifts for the free distri-
bution of Le Vaingueur to the Corresponding Secretaries:

Miss MARSH, L.8.W. Bank, Highgate, London, K.
Miss COPE, 36 Rectory Road, Sutton Goldfield.

Received for Mr. Joh s work in France.

From November 10th to December 10th, 1912.
Per Miss Oope —(42) £1, (43) (per Editor of Overcomer) 15/-, (44)
9/6 (Le Vaingueur). Total 82 4s. 6d.
Per Miss Marsh—(Q1) £1 (Le Vainqueur), (2) 1/- (Le Vaingueur).
Totel £1 1s. Full Total £8 5s. 64. .

Current Notes of the work in France.
Pastor Johnson writes :— !

E are moving slowly with Le Vaéngueur, looking
to the Lord to supply our need month by
month ; at present I have very little in hand,

only £2 10s. We need £6 every month for printing and
postage expenses. However, I have no doubt that God
will enable us to continue this work. Every day I hear
of those who have been helped and given new courage by
reading the paper. .

Last evening we had the visit of a young woman who
has been converted about four years; her grandmother
was a confirmed Spiritualist, her mother also regularly
attended séances for some time. However, the mother
and daughter are now soundly converted to God, the
latter has definitely received the Holy Spirit. She
related somewhat of the fearful continuous fight daily
against the powers of darkness, and how God had used
the teaching given in Le Vaingueur to help her. She has
had one succession of visions, so wonderful, so beautiful,
that at first was persuaded they could only come from
God. Also inner voices continually speaking to her,
offering guidance, so that the poor girl has been well

.

nigh distracted.

Her father is a poor demon-possessed soul, and mother
and daughter are earnestly fighting through with us in
prayer for his deliverance. One day the mother heard a
voice that instinctively she knew must be that of the evil
one, saying, '* Ask me, I will deliver him."”

‘What a joy it is to be able to pass on the truths that
help such cases as these. . . .

I am receiving continually letters from those who are

being blessed by reading Le Vaingueur. For example, a .

lady from Switzerland writes : *If you only knew how I
bless God for Le Vaingueur. 1 believe that the children
of God always understand the truths best when there is
urgent need to know them. Send me three copies each

month. Be assured you do not stand alone in the breach ;

and doubtless- many others continually uphold you in
their prayers. ..,’

A pastor of Marseilles, enclosing subscription, writes:
*May God abundantly bless this excellent paper.’

In Yonnection with his Paris City Mission work, My.
Johnson says :—

On All Saint’s day I distributed a good number of
Bible Booklets and gospels outside of the Pére La Chaise
cemetery. I am more than ever impressed by this
method of evangelisation. The booklets were always
well received, the greater part read, very few being
thrown away or torn up. As for the illustrated gospels,
the crowd was so great that I could only attempt to give
away a few at a time, the people would clamour for them
in such a way that it was impossible to meet the demand.
Not one did I see thrown away.

“ Le Vaingueur '’ for December contains—

1. “The Cross and the Curse of the ivee.'”
2. ** The fulness of the Spirit in relation to the poweys
owers of darkness."'
3. *“The last cry of the church.”
4. “Letlers of C. G. Finney on Revival."
5. Danger of Passivity.
Notes. War on the Saints—an appreciation.
Copiss may be had from the Overcomey Offics, 13d. post free. .

The ““Overcomer” Aggressive Work
A Word to **F.D." Donors.

T the close of the year we desire to thank in the
Master’'s Name all who have contributed to the
Fund for sending the Overcomer to Ministers of
the Gospel, and Missionaries in other lands, as well as
some evangelists and workers in Great Britain who can-
not otherwise obtain the paper. From the letters which
have reached us from all parts of the world, we are
satisfied that the aggressive work done by means of this
Fund is bearing rich fruit tor eternity, Numbers of our
readers are having the paper sent direct from the office
to groups of missionaries or workers in various districts.
¢The need for the truth is so urgent and so great,”
writes one in response to the appeal to some readers to
undertake the fifty missionaries referred to in our
December issue, ‘* that I shall be most happy to supply
26 of the number required.’’

** Christian Layman '’ however will no longer be able to
supply the 600 copies monthly, which he has provided
for ministers up to the end of 1gr2. Will our readers
therefore pray that others burdened with the need of the
Church be moved of God to continue this vital aggres-
sive service. )

« I enclose a cheque for 30 copies monthly for 1913. I
think . . I could not spend the Lord’s money in a better
way,"” writes another ‘' Christian Layman,” showing that
the Spirit of God is already moving others to fill up the
need in His own way.

FOR THE NEW YEAR.

# Do not forget that the most
effective help you can give in the
circulation of the ‘Overcomer,”
isto obtain orsend fully-paid sub-
scriptions direct to the office,
Toller Road, Leicester.

Subscribers receive their copies
on the first of the month.
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(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.)
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The Price of Truth.

*“God gave them up to serve the hosts of heaven.”’
(Acts vii. 42.)

E give in this issue one of the keenest
and most solemn messages on the
results of indifference to. Truth which

we have ever read, and Stephen’s words to the
Sanhedrin illustrate it in a striking way. « Love
of error is an automatic recoil of indifference to
truth . . . every rejection of truth weakens . . .
the heart that refuses to melt automatically
haydens . . .” writes Mr. Panton. ¢ God gave
them up to SErvVE the hosts of heaven . . .”
said Stephen about Israel’s rejection of truth,
which had come to them from-Moses with every
evidence of the approval of God. They turned
from the worship of the true God to take up *the
tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of the god of
Rephan.” Actually, they turned from God to
Satan, For “the things which the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to
God,” said Paul in 1 Cor. x. 20.- God did not
give up Israel to “serve ” merely ¢ stars " in the
. visible heavens, but the ¢“host of heaven”
consisting of the Satanic hosts at the back of
*“ Moloch " and the “ god of Rephan.” '
* * *

Paul’s forecast of the present day, given in
2 Thes. ii. is pictured in Stephen’s terse
description of the consequences of Israel’s
turning from the Truth of God given to them
by Moses. ¢ Because they received not the
love of the truth ... God sendeth them a
working of error . . .” or “strong delusion that
they should believe a lie . . .” The price of
Truth must be paid: either in suffering for
Truth, or in the results of the rejection of, or
indifference to Truth. The man who TURNS
FROM TRUTH when it reaches him, becomes
AUTOMATICALLY OPEN TO ERROR.
whit_:h becomes indifferent to Truth, also auto-
matically hardens, and becomes open to error.
- “God gave them up to serve the host of
heaven ” seems to be solemnly and increasingly
true of our once favoured land of Britain. The
nation that stood as a beacon light among other
nations, sending forth the Word of God to lands
lying in darkness, and the shadow of death, is
herself slowly sliding back into darkness. The
“ state of the Church ” is, in some measure, now
passing beyond deadness to the “emergy of

The nation

Dr. J. H.

delusion " referred to by Mr. Panton. Because
England has not received the love of the truth,
the automatic recoil of openness to error, is
taking place. For the teaching spirits of Satan
are covering the land with deception, delusion
and error in multitudinous forms.

* * x

The cost of indifference to TRUTH as bringing
about openness to error, is the solemn fact we
urge upon our readers to recognize as they open
the pages of the Overcomer. The principle true
of a nation—as in Israel—is true also of an
individual, and of every believer at every stage
of spiritual growth. Faithfulness to truthisa
primary condition for protection from error—or
deception. The words need to be writ large at
the present time: To SEE THE TRUTH AND NOT
TO EMBRACE IT, is to foul—or dull—the con-
science. To DECLINE TO PAY THE PRICE OF
TRUTH is to foul—or dull—the conscience.
We solemnly bear witness to TRUTH in .our
pages, and we are having solemn proofs of Mr.
Panton’s words. A deeply taught man of God
writes to another servant of God, “ We know
people who have resisted the truth concerning:
the powers of darkness in the Overcomer, and in
every case it meant to them disaster and a direct
attack of the devil.” '

* * *

We confess that Mr. Panton's words in the

article we print has greatly solemnized us, and

‘deepened the sense of grave responsibility with

which we have always prepared every issue of
the Overcomer. 1f indifference to or rejection of
TRUTH has an automatic recoil of openness to
error, what shall be the result to amy who
WITHHOLD TRUTH in a time of peril? The
price of Truth in Paul's case had to be paid.
Shall we not have to pay it to-day? Some of
our readers realize this, and write saying they’
are praying God that we may be faithful to this
“timely and much needed ministry” to the
Church. One correspondent says “do not allow
anyone to switch you away from this line of
teaching which the Holy Spirit has given you.”
owett, of New York, also writes
to an English worker concerning the Overcomer,
« I think its present teachings are most needful,
and they are luminously interpretative of the
Scriptures. . ;;’ . .

We urge upon our readers that they use the

Tl 79y
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Truth given in our pages, as sent them of God,
to prepare them for the deepening ¢ energy of
delusion” which we see rapidly penetrating
Great Britain. The truths in our pages are
solemnly needed for this hour, and we thank
God for those who are receiving power to stand
against the maélstrom current from teaching
The demoniacal
statements made to a group of deceived believers
in another land, that ‘“great miracles of healing”
would be the next phase of ¢ God’s working,”
is already coming to pass, ‘ Great signs and
wonders,” so Godlike as to “lead astray, if
possible, even the  elect,’ "’ are already claiming
the attention of the world. Much publicity has
been given in the secular papers to the case
of a young girl being suddenly healed, at the
point of death, through a ¢ voice,” * light filling
the room,” and the appearance of the “beautiful
face of a woman.” ¢ Surely this is of God,” cry
the people. How shall we discern? The test
according to 1 John iv. 1 is doctrinal. The
< healing”‘does not leave her a simple girl of
twenty, restored to health, but she becomes a
medium of the teaching spirits—her “healing”
being but a means to the end of arresting the
attention of the multitude.
* * * :

The healed girl now speaks with authority
on doctrinal questions which are of vital impor-
tance to the powers of darkness. She uses
language about religious matters which sounds
like a theological professor, and is manifestly not
of her own personality. She is asked a question
by an interviewer : ¢ Do you believe that God’s
word is confined to one book, i.e. the Bible ? ”
The girl replies, *“ I FEEL CONFIDENT IT IS NOT.
..." 1 believe that the Bible contains fart.
< ... Again she is asked, «“ Do you believe
there is a hell for the wicked ? ” and she replies,
«“No, I do not. This world is the hell until
we open our spiritual eyes and realize that we
are living in the midst of the beautiful heaven.”
Sir Robert Anderson writes of this case, ¢ 1
look in vain for any recognition of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

* * * »

But the aim of the teaching spirits has been

gained. The newspaper in which all these

details are given circulates in hundreds of -

thousands. Multitudes have been told by super-
natural witness that the Bible does not alone con-
tain God's word, and that the sufferings in this

‘world is the only “hell” to be known. By

one master stroke the teaching spirits have
gained a world-wide hearing for their lie against
the authority of the Word of God. These rapid
and world-wide master strokes of subtle scheming
are quickly following one upon the other.

« Bahaism,” which comparatively recently ap-
peared upon the horizon, now gains a wide hear-
ing in Britain. A professedly Christian paper
gives the portrait of its founder, and reports of
his addresses bearing upon his mission to
“reconcile all religions” with our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ as one of many * teachers.”
Through the medium of this paper, with a vast
circulation, thousands of ministers and professed
Christians in professed Christian churches of
Britain soak in the subtle poison which dethrones
the Lord Jesus Christ from His place as the
only Saviour of the world.
* * *

Another one of the master strokes of the
teaching spirits of Satan to influence the masses
may be found in their using the cinema
for their teachings. @ We have now the
familiarizing of the people with the sacred
Calvary scene of the Saviour’s life, apart from
the preaching of the gospel of His atonement
for sin. The people may have the gospel story,
if it is not given its Divine meaning of atonement
for sin, and the need of salvation through the
Blood shed at Golgotha. And because these
things are not discerned as part of a defined
scheme of the teaching spirits of Satan, working
to bring to climax the enthronement of the
prince of this world by earth’s inhabitants, they
are viewed from the surface standpoint, and -
few lift up a decided voice against them,
practically taking sides with Satan in his last
great effort to obtain the control of the people.

* & #*

The influx of the evil host is already so
evident, that solemn warning is needed. If the
children of God turn from the Truth, in any
measure, they close themselves to the only weapon
whereby God can guard them, and open
themselves to the spider’s web of deception
spreading over the erstwhile ¢ Christian ** world.
An open mind to TRUTH, a KEEN SET PURPOSE TO
KNOW AND OBEY ALL TRUTH, with a clear con-
science resulting from implicit obedience’ to
Truth, will alone enable the Holy Spirit of Truth
to guard and guide us through this hour. God
will not leave His people without light and
warning; but what if they are “dull of hearing,”
and unable to discern the subtle workings of the
wily foe, inserting * prejudice” inst the
very truths which will expose their wiles ? Alas,
alas, the judicial retribution, spoken of by Mr.
Panton, will take place whosoever the man may
be—Leader or scholar, ignorant or educated—
the result will be the same. If they turn from
truth, even unknowingly, they become open
automatically to the influence of the spirit of
error. May God help us to face Truth, and pay
the price in this solemn day.
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;f; " The Burden of the Valley of Vision

By the

“rJHE Burden of the valley of vision’’ (Isaiah
: zxil. 1). The prophet Isaiah many times

used the word * Burden” as deseribing
the messages which God gave him to deliver;
and Jeremiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zechariah,
and Malachi did the same. Cruden says the
word means, among other things, *a load, or
weight of anything, as much as 8 man can well
carry,” as well as a “burdensome prophecy.”
The “ Word of the Lord” was to the prophets
of old a “burden’ which meant a *load” or

“weight” which they were compelled to dis-
charge to find relief. 'We find also that the
“burden "’ was generally connected with vision
—not ‘“ visions,” in the sense of apparitions, or
revelations, even in a rightful meaning of the
word, but a vision which is the outcome of an
acute sense of spiritual sight, or power to see
with the inward-eye spiritual realities, as clearly
as men see with the outward eye the things of
earth and time.

" The inward spiritual man has special ‘*senses,”
ag truly as the ‘ outward man’ has five senses
as part of his normal condition; and among
these the sense of sight. Whilst the “new
creation” is in its earlier stages these senses
are- untrained and undeveloped, but as the
inward man grows the spiritual senses become
awakened and unlocked, until the ‘¢ things not
seen’’ by the outward eye become clearer and
elearer to the inward vision. ¢ Having the eyes
of your heart enlightened  or «filled with light”’
(Conybeare), writes the Apostle Paul to the
Ephesiens; and in Heb. v. 11-14 the * senses”
of the “full-grown” believer are said to be
needed to ‘‘discern good and evil,” for to

- discern "’ is to see, and to see means eyesight

—spiritual eyesight, spiritual vision.
‘ What i According to an old writer, this
trans ;;‘ti . opiritual eyesight is quite distinot
vision?  irom the imagination, which is
- open to * phantasms or pictures
of spiritual things, which are not truly spiritual.
The “ imagination” too much at work ¢ draws
the spirit into the admiration of pleasant pictures
instead of the true substance,” so *the continual
exercise of the Cross is very necessary, that by it
we may cast down imaginations,” and be led into
the  super-imaginary '’ stage of spiritual develop-
ment, where the “EYE OF THE UNDERSTAND-
ING ” sees ‘‘beyond the working of imagination.”
* The understanding of spiritual things by image
and mental conception instead of internal sight,”

Editor.

says Bromley, ¢ is a sad effect of the Fall ”;
but as we progress in spiritual growth, we come
“‘to see spiritually as the outward eye materially,”
understanding by simple “ vision ' or sight the
« essences of all things.”

This digression is useful at the moment in
showing the danger of the ¢ imagination” being
inflamed by the adversary, and given pictures of
spiritual things which are but fantasies, and
useless, and even harmful, in keeping believers
living in an imaginary realm of spiritual delight,
and really diverts them from gaining the real
and true knowledge of God, and the pure, clear,
inward sight, which is far above imagination,
and which enables them to see ‘¢ things as they
are”’ in the sight of God. )

This was the ¢ burden of vision’’ which the

_prophets of old knew, and it meant to them

pein and suffering. ¢ The burden of the valley
of vision "’ lay heavy upon the men who had it.
I will weep bitterly; labour not to ecomfort
me,” said Isaiah, because he saw the people
giving themselves up to joy and gladness, when
the Lord called to weeping and mourning over
the condition of the land.
To see is to suffer! To see the -
To see is to Wworld in any measure as God sees
suffer. it is to suffer; to see sin in its
wounding of the heart of God is
o suffer. - To see men blind and ignorant of the
ways of God is to suffer. Yes, “vision" in the
sense of sight of “things as they are’ means

pain.
And those who have the ‘ burden .of the

. valley of vision ” are the * watchmen " given of

God to the world, and to His people in every
generation. They can be called ‘‘prophets,”
“geers,” ‘‘ watchmen,” or * witnesses,” as in
the New Testament—but they have all the same
marks upon them. They have (1) burden of
vision, (2) the pain of vision, and (3) the penalty
and responsibility of vision. '
In the days of Eli, it is said, ** There was no
open vision”; therefore, the * Word of the
Lord was ‘rare’ in those days’ (1 Sam. iii. 1,
rv.m.); for Eli, the aged priest, placed his
family interests before the righteousness of God,
and God could not give to him * open vision " for
His people. Alas for the people when the
representatives of the Holy God lose * vision ”
through self-interest brought about by the lawful
relationships of life, for God must be first in all
things if His servants are to be given “open



20

vision,” to communicate with authority His will
to the people (see Deut. xxxiii. 8-10 amplifying
this, and Matt. x. 34-40, Matt. xii. 46-50). «1I
will raise Me up a faithful priest,” said the Lord
to Bli, through the mouth of a ‘“ man of God"”
(1 Sam. ii. 27, 35), for neither vision nor “voice”
could be vouchsafed to him direct whilst he was
8 partaker of sin, by restraining not the sin in
his . family (Prov. =xxix. 24, 25). So the
“ open vision ”’ came to a little child who grew
‘up to be the “faithful priest”” whom God and
Israel needed. ‘

“ Where there is no vision the people perish *’
or “cast off restraint’ (Prov. xxix. 18, R.V.),
said the Preacher, and ¢ vision,” clear spiritual
vision, is our great, great need to-day ; power to
see, even though it mean the ¢ burden’ and
‘ pain ’’ and penalty of sight.

But let us note that (1) The watchman becomes
a watchman, not by choice, but by finding himself
with the burden upon him !

“ O Lord, Thou hast enticed me, and I was
enticed : Though art stronger than I, and hast
prevailed: "' cried Jeremiah (Jer. xx. 7, 18).

When the Lord revealed Himself one day to

him, and putting forth His hand, touched his
mouth, saying: ¢ Whatsoever I command thee
thou shalt speak,” Jeremiah did not know all
that it would mean. He was “ enticed "’ by the
Lord, he said, or drawn on into a path from
which he could not afterwards

The watchmen ygtreat, however much it cost him.
ot And with the command to speak,

Jeremiah was given the power of -

vision—or spiritual sight. ¢ Jeremiah, what
sEBsST thou?” He saw arod of the almond, or
¢ wakeful tree,” as a symbol of the Lord’s watch-
ing and hastening the fulfilment of the word
which He would give his servant. He saw also
a ‘ seething cauldron ’—a boiling pot, symbolis-
ing, evil breaking forth, in the midst of which
God would make Jeremiah *a defenced city,
and an iron pillar,” standing alone with God.
“They shall fight against thee, but they shall
not prevail,” said the Lord. Jeremiah was given
the power of vision of the purpose of God, and
the condition of the land, and the * burden”
and the “pain’ were sure to follow, as they
truly did, until he often cried out that it was
more then he could bear.

It is so to-day with God's witnesses. They
are ‘ watchmen ” with the burden and pain of
vision for the Church of Christ, and find no way
of escape from it, any more than the prophets of
old. They are to be found in every section of
the professing Church, men and women lifting
their voices, after secret agony and prayer,
against the worldliness, the selfishness, the un-
righteousness, and, above all, the thrusting aside

‘the wicked . . .” (Hzek. iii. 17)!

THE OVERCOMER.

in the pulpits of the AToNEMENT OF CALVARY ag
the only hope for a dying world. God be thanked
for the “ watchmen " of to-day.

(2) The watchman has a responsible duty
which- he is compelled to discharge, whether he
will or no.

¢ Thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set
a watchman ; let him declare what he seeth.
. . .” (Isa. xxi. §). Itis his responsibility to say
what he sees, for he has the * burden of vision ™
—not what he wishes, or what he would desire
to come to pass, but what he sees! “If the
watchman see the sword come, and blow not the
trumpet, and the people be not warned, and the
sword come and take any person . . . his blood
will I require at the watchman’s hand ”’ (Ezek.
xxxiii. 6). ‘*I have madethee a watchman unto
the house of Israel,” said the Lord to Ezekiel.
“ Warn the wicked . . . warn therighteous man
that the righteous sin not. . .” (Ezek. iii. 17-21).
And Ezekiel ¢ warned ”’ by telling what he saw !
“T looked,” ‘I saw,” he repeats many times ;
¢ then I spake . . . all the things that the Lord
had showed me.”” The * burden of vision " was
upon him, with its responsibility, as well as its.
pain. The ¢ watchman ” ‘must say what he sees,
not what the people wish or desire. He is not
responsible for the success of his message, nor
for its reception. He has but to ‘ deliver his
soul.” :

(8) The watchmen with the < burden of vision "
are the ones who can truly pray.

“1 have set watchmen upon thy walls, O
Jerusalem ; they shall never hold their peace
day nor night * (Isa.-lxii. 6). The ‘burden of
vision " impels the believer Godward as well as.
manward. ¢ Hear the word at My mouth, and
give them warning from Me. When I say unto
The ‘¢ watch-
man "’ with the ¢ burden of vision'" can only

keep his vision clear, and * declare
. The what he seeth,” as he ig in con-
';"'ii”', f  finual communication with the
) Lord of Hosts, dwelling in the
mount with God ; or, in Isaiah’s language, ¢ on
the walls of Jerusalem "'—in the place of vision,,
aside from the crowd, looking on from a place with.
God at the doings on earth, not holding peace
day or night—in the Spirit—from erying out to
God with the ‘ burden of vision,” nor holding:
peace manward when God says * declare what
thou seest.”

These are the intercessors needed for the.
Church of Christ at this time~—souls with the.
‘* burden of vision,” who sée the position of the.
Church as a whole, and not from the circum-.
scribed sphere of earth, and local eircumstances.
—-* watchmen on the walls,”’ seeing the ‘* sword,”’
or the first signs of the ‘“enemy’ attacking in,
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the different parts of the world. * And he cried
as & lion, O Lord, I stand continually upon the
watch tower . . . and am set in my ward every
night : and behold here come chariots . . .”
(1sa. xxi. 8, 9).

(4) The watchman can lose his vision and
burden by the least entrance of self-interest.

* His watchmen are blind, they are all without
knowledge ; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot
bark ; dreaming (talking in their sleep, A.V.m.)
lying down . . . shepherds that cannot under-
. stand, they have all turned to' their own way,
each one to his gain . . .” (Isa. xlvi. 10, 11).
Eli lost his power of vision by taking simply the
negative attitude of no protest against sin ; he
¢ frowned not upon "’ whathe knew-to be wrong.
That the sin of silence is reckoned partnership
in sin is plainly shown in Lev.'v. 1, and sifts us
all in these days of blurred lines in the way of
righteousness. On every side the enemy of
souls is having free course because men will not
speak the truth to one another, and * deliver
their souls ”’ before God. Oh, how terrible for

the Church of God in an hour of peril if the

watchmen are dreaming, and * talking in their
sleep,” not knowing what they are saying, unable
to ‘“blow the trumpet' to warn the people;
“lying down "’ instead of alert and vigilant on
the watch tower. Let the children of God who,
have had the ‘burden of vision” take heed.
Personal  interest must be put aside in every
shape and form, for the very least trace of self-
interest in fearing loss of reputation, or friends,
or influence will blur the vision, and make the
erstwhile faithful watchman blind, and unable
Yo speak in the hour of need.

(8)' The watchman with the * burden of vision”

must expect to suffer through his vision, both in
body and soul. ** The burden of the wilderness - .
& grievous vision is declared to me . . Therefore
are my loins filled with anguish . . I am pained

-_my heart panteth . .” (Isa. xxi. 1-6).

Isaiah saw in the land what the people did
1ot see, and so he must suffer. The * burden
of vision ” was given Jeremiah, and he had to
deliver his “ burden "’ whether he would or no,
even though it meant the stocks (Jer. xx. 3) and
Prison (Jer. xxxvii. 15, xxxviii. 6); but this was
little by the side of a broken heart. He cried :
“ Mine heart within me is broken . . . because

of the Lord, and because of His holy words”
He saw the hands of evil-doers

(Jer. xxiii. 9).
strengthened, because the Word of the Lord was
not declared faithfully. The very words * the
burden of the Lord " were being used by men
who declared a ‘ vision of their own heart,” and
words of “ peace " being spoken which the Lord
had not given. :

The men of *vision” are men with broken

Was it not so even with the Lord
Himself? ¢ He saw the city, and
wept over it, saying, Oh that thou
hadst known in this day, even thou

- .. ." (Luke xix. 41, R.v. m.). And
Paul the apostle had the same ¢ burden of vision,”
saying to the elders at Ephesus, “I have not
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God . . . by the space of three years I ceased
not to warn every one night and day with tears.
... (Acts xz. 27, 31). “ Am I become your
enemy because I deal truly with you?” he wrote
to the Galatians, and, ¢ Who is stumbled and I
burn-not?”* (2 Cor. xi. 29) to the Corinthians.
Yes, the men with a true ¢ burden of vision”
are men with broken hearts, *speaking the
truth in love.” May God give an increasing
number of such *watchmen,” such * witnesses,”
to the Church in these days of peril. Believers

hearts.

The
" saffaring of

vision.

. Who will be “ eyes "’ to the Body of Christ, with

power to see clearly from their place  within
the .veil,” and ‘ teach (God's) people the
difference between the holy and the common,
and cause them to.discern between the unclean
and the clean” (Hzek. xliv. 15, 16, 23), so that
the Church may pass safely amidst the perils of
her course through the hosts of darkness to the
Throne. : :

‘ He will pull me through-.;".

Liines suggested by article in Oct., 1912, ¢ Overcomer ' on
¢ The Magnificent Christ."” .

INKED on to Christ the Conqueror,
L His Calvary triumph too,
Assures me in the darkest hour

That He will pull me through.

Linked on to Christ the Risen Lord,
Triumphant now above,

The glory of His Cross reveals
Magnificence of love.

Linked on to Christ’s full victory,
Magnificently free.
Declare it in the Conquering Name,
’ powers of darkness flee !

Linked on to Thee, O Risen Christ,
Magaificent Thou art;

Thy timeless Cross of Victory
Bids Satan’s hosts depart.

Linked on to Christ! Magnificent
His wondrous Calvary plan,

Draws us through ages to adore,
For ** Worthy is the Lamb.”

M.M. (Mary Marsh).

o ORE than Conguerors.” A iruey vendeving from the
Greek is *‘ over-conquer.” The Greek word from
which this translation is made is found nowhere else

" in the Bible, noy anywhere in the works of old Gyeek writeys.

It seems that St. Paul, inspived by the Holy Ghost, coined a
new word to e:;plain the position in Christ of **God's elect.’*
All gain; no loss. ** Conguering and to congqusr.''—E.B,
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In Memoriam.
Mary Marsh (“M.M.”)

Fell on Sleep, Dec. 25, 1912,

UR warrior poet has passed within the veil, and is
now ** with Christ,”” which to her is ** very far
better "’ than the conflict of the battle field. The

readers of the Overcomer knew her only under the initials

of ** M.M.,” but they will have known her warrior spirit
in the battle songs we have printed from time to time.
She was the writer of ‘¢ The Proclamation,'’? with its
ringing message of victory through the Cross (sung to
** Stand up for Jesus'’) ; * In His Name "2 (to ** Dare to
be a Daniel ”’) ; ¢ Awake, utter a song ''3; ** There is a
place by Me '*¢; ¢ Shall not prevail ’5; * The Standard
of the Word"'¢; ** The law of the Spirit of Life’7;
¢ Crown Christ as King.”® In July, 1911, she also wrote
a touching poem to the youthful Prince of Wales, which
must have deeply moved the heart of Her Majesty the
Queen, who is a truly converted servant of God, for on
sending the poem to the Queen, ¢ M.M." received a reply

by return of post, sent from the Royal yacht at Holyhead -

by the Private Secretary, saying that Her Majesty was
much obliged for the verses.*

During 1912 we had several of ** M.M.'s " battle songs
in hand—they could not always be rightly termed poems
—but pressure of work hindered preparation for print,
until December, when the victory songs * Light in the
warfare, soldier,” and ¢ The Church. Militant’ were
revised inconference with her, for the January Overcomer.

But ** M.M.” did not only voice her victory spirit in
song. There are many of our readers in England, and
S. Wales, who knew her as a messenger with the Lord’s
message of deliverance to numbers of His people, and

eternity alone will reveal the far-reaching results of her

devoted life.

-Her special power lay in the making simple to her
hearers the deeper truths of Rom. vi., and the Calvary
victory of Christ over sin and Satan. She had a story

she used to tell with great effect of her visit to a large -

school, and how she made clear to the children the
meaning of Rom. vi, 6. In one of her addresses she said :

¢ May Ispecially turn to the younger Christians present
and ask, when you read in Romans vi. that * Our old man
was crucified with Him,” what do you understand *the
old man’to be? I was once asked to speak to a large
school of children, and in the school that day I asked the
children this question, and one of them gave me an answer
which I will pass on to you. She put out her little hand
and said, ‘ The nasty, ugly, old part of us, teacher!’
Praise God, He took that nasty, ugly, old part of us to
Calvary's Cross two thousand years ago.

*¢1 said to these children, * Well said, but if our Lord
took it away to Calvary’s Cross, how is it that there is so
much of it in you and in me?’ They began to think,

1 Overcomer, April 1gog, and in leaflet form (with music), and
Overcomer Sons Messages. 2 0., May, 1910, and leaflet form, 8 0.,
August, 1910. 4 0., Segt. 1910. 50., Feb,, 1911. 6 0., March, 1911,

. April, 1911, 8 0., June, 1911.
* We bope to print them, with others, later on,

Then to help them, I said, ‘ Does your mother have a
dust-bin?’ Up went the little hands. *Now, supposing
mother was going to have visitors, and the front door was
blocked, and the visitors had to come through the back
door. Mother would say, Oh, dear me! we cannot let
our visitors see that nasty, old dust-bin in the yard, so we
will just cover it with a white table-cloth. Would the
dust-bin be there, children?' ‘Yes, teacher.” ‘I told
you it would be covered with the table-cloth ; how would
the visitors know it would be there?' ‘You'd smell it,
teacher!’ was the reply. So I told these children that
there is a verse in the Bible very much like it. You will
say there is no verse in the Bible surely about dust-bins!
There is something Zike i, and this is how it reads: ¢ The
old man which waxeth corrupt* (Eph. iv. 22).

*“ Those of us who have been disobedient to the heavenly
vision of Romans vi. are just like that woman with her
dust-bin. We may have put a white table.cloth of con-
secration, of Bible readings, and of going to meetings,
over the ‘old man’ and yet never have really gone to
God and said * Deal with the ‘‘old man " in me!’ Have
you reckoned yourself ‘ dead to sin, and alive unto God '?
Do you say you do not understand Romans vi.? Then
STAND ON IT. To-night take it by faith, and all that it
means, and trust the Holy Spirit to make it real to
you . . . ."

At Blackburn in November, ** M.M." told this story to
a meeting of Lancashire women, with the result that the
next night one told how she had found it * work.”’ She
had gone home from the meeting full of.the light she
had got of ** standing on Rom. vi.” for victory. It was
soon tested. Her daughter had her best ¢ moog "’ (mug)

. full of milk, and dropped it crash to the ground. She

had been to the meeting, too, and heard the story of the
dustbin. As she saw the best ** moog " and the milk onr
the floor, terrified that she would get a “ clout’ (blow)
from her mother, she cried, ** Stand on it, mother, stand
on it'’—i.e., not the milk, but Rom. vi.! And the
mother did ‘* stand,” and told the story next day in her

“"Lancashire dialect, so that others could learn the way.

“ M.M." was never ‘' off duty,”” and never laid her
armour by. She did not know that her warrior-service in
connection with the message of the Overcomer would be brief,
but she acted as if she knew, and bought up her opportunities
with unflagging zeal. The message of the Overcomer had
been to her sucha word of deliverance and power, that

-with a full heart, and a most gracious spirit, which

arrested the attention and drew out the courteous response
of strangers, she spoke to everyone she met of Calvary's
victory. Were she journeying on the special train fromr
Keswick to London, with glad and eager spirit she would
traverse the entire train with her bundle of Overcomers,
and see that none missed a copy of what to her contained
the message of God, whilst she was ever watchful for
talks by the way with any who opened out their need.
We have seen her hand a copy of the Overcomer to a
Bishop in a London ‘¢ Tube,” with a grace which drew
out from the recipient kind questions, and a helpful talk.

Absorbed in the joy of her message, doors seemed to
open before ** M.M." of their own accord. She cameasa
visitor to the Bolton Convention, but in the most
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natural way she was soon at work, and all who
waited between the meetings instinctively gathered
around her for impromptu talks on the victory life. I
have never seen a Christian like Miss Marsh," said a lady
at Bolton, **I felt as if I had known her for years when I
had spoken with her a few minutes.” And this was the
testimony of others, even those who knew little of
spiritual things. .

The whole secret was that she gave herself utterly to
the ** one thing *’ of pressing on with God, and of using
all she knew. She spoke as a witness, not a teacher, and
her witness rang true. She gave herself, without stint, to
the poured out service for others, and she received the
* pressed down, running over * fruit of a poured out life.

The loss to the Overcomsr, and to the Eccleston Hall
monthly meetings—of which she was secretary—as well
as to the Neath Y.W.C.A., where ** M.M.’” was an ever
welcome messenger of God, and other sections of the
Lord's work in London, is very very great, as well as to
the work in France, of which she only recently became
one of the secretaries. She was present on Dec. 5 at
Eccleston Hall, full of keen and eager service, looking
forward to the ** Clinic Conference " in January, with
earnest prayer. But after a brief illness she was called
up higher on Christmas Day. Hours of prayer on the
part of many in the prayer-warfare encompassed her last
days, but none could obtain assurance of its being the
will of God that her life should be spared. It had run
its course ; of none could it be more truly said she had
*fought a good fight,”” she had *Lkept the faith'—
henceforth the crown. ’

The-first-hour of the Clinic Conference in London on
La.nua.ry 2 was shadowed by the suddenness of ¢ M.M.'s"

ome Call, but after a while we reached the victory side,
and this message from Mr. Johnson (Paris), went home:

-**God buries his workmen, but carries on His work.
God is with us, Praise Him for His brave warrior,

Mary Marsh, first to enter info her reward, and for
her i:st brave clarion blast.
‘‘Let us maintain that note of faith and triumph.
Who will be baptised for the dead to carry on her work
for France? e have been greatly helped by her prayer
—this breach must be filled.

May God rapidly ripen and mature others who are
enrolled in the war against Sin and Satan, to fill up the
gap, and following in the steps of our warrior poet, just
do what she did—'* What she could.” God took the little,
a d multiplied it into rich and royal service to His glory.

J.P-L.

- The Depths a Way.”

' Avt thou not it . . that pievced the dvagon? Avt thou
not it which dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep ; that
made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over?
And the ransomed of the Lovd. shall veturn and come with
singing unto Zion, and evevlasting joy shall be upon their
heads ; they shall obtain gladness and Joy, and sorvow and
sighing shall flee away." —Isaiah U, Y-11. :

HE depths a way. Beloved,
: T God knows the long past year,

His eyes have been ever upon it,
And He has been always near.

He's marked just every troub'e,
The depths yo r feet have trod

Have been His Way of pressing you
More deeply into God !

The depths a way, Beloved.
Far back in ages past,
When lsrael was in sore distress,
Behind the foe pressed fast,
The huge and rolling billows
Of the great Red Sea before,
Our God made through the depths a way
To bring them safely o’er|

The depths of Jordan's swellings
Impossible to pass,

Came after weary wanderings,
And murmurings, too, alas |

The promised land of Canaan
Had Jericho in view. -

But God made depths of Jordan
A way to bring them through.

The depths of your need, Beloved,
Are fess than the heights above,

The weight of a crushing sorrow
Is often God's way of Love.

The depths of disappointment,
And many a seeniinf loss,

Are just God' s way of planting
More deeply into His.Cross.

The depths a way, Beloved.
Deep calleth unto deep,

And He makes even mountains
A way, though they are steep.

So when your heart seems broken
And in the depths you cry,

Ob, hush! Be still, Beloved,
The Lord draws very nigh,

The depths of love on Calvary,
-Was just God's blood-bought way,
To bring us to the heavenlies.
In triumph day by day.
He knew the depths of darkness,
The swell of Satan’s flood,
So by the Cross He pierced a Way
Of victory through His Blood.

The depths of Satan’s pressure,
The way he buffets, too,

Should be a cause of shouting, -
Christ ** pierced the dragon®’ through.

The depths of the Spirit's groaning

Oft paves a way of song,

So lamf and praise His Glorious Name
A d in His joy be strong.

Sing over the depths of His Mercy,
'Fhe depths of His Wisdoni, too,
The depths of His Love on Calvary,
The Way He brought us through.
When the thick of the fight is over
The Ransomed in that Day,
Shall then return with singing,
** He made the depths a Way."’

" “He led them forth by the right way."'
* Let us exalt His Name together.”

M. M. (Mary Marsh).v

‘We hope to give throughout 1913 all the battle songs
by ¢ M.M.” which we have still unprinted. Asa tender
message from her pen, which has greatly comforted and
refreshed us in the present keen sorrow, we give to our
readers, and to those who loved her, the above poem
written personally to the Editor in February, r911.—Ed.
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The Time of the End.

The Love of the Truth.

.D. M. Panton.

T is a startling revelation of the prophetic
l Scriptures that not unbelief, but raITH, is to
be the dread reality of the last days; not a
negation of good, but an affirmation of evil; not
a gross materialism, but a subtle and deadly
spiritualism ; not merely a refusal of Christ, but
an actual embrace of Antichrist. Paul states it
with great boldness. ‘ God sendeth them a
WORKING of error (an ENERGY of delusion), that
they should believe a lie”” (2 Thess. ii. 11.): not
an hypocrisy, nor a creed accepted .under com-
pulsion but an EcsTasy or ENTHUsiAsM—like
the infatuation of the Mohammedan—producing
a genuine faith, a rFaiTh, but N a Lie. The
religious instinct, like nature, abhors a vacuum;
the Faith the returning Christ will not find
(Luke xviii. 8); but a new faith, in judicial

retribution, will have mounted the throne of the

old. . ..

Now how is this portent explicable, of faith in
alie? The surface reasonis'obvious. The day
that approaches, on whose confines we seem to
be, is “with all decest.” We must be prepared
for counterfeit conversions, counterfeit revivals,
counterfeit miracles of the Spirit, and even
counterfeit heavenliness of character. ‘But it is
_ a still more pregnant fact that the seeds of deceit
find so abnormal a receptivity of soil. * This
unparalleled hallucination” as Dr. Eadie says,
‘“indicates a mysterious state of mind and of
society—anti-Christian, anti-theistic, credulous,
with a fatal facility for being imposed upon by
hellish mastery and subtlety.”

But ‘even so, the problem is not solved.
Beneath the Satanic subtlety of the deception,
and the abnormal receptivity of the age, there
must be a deep moral reason for such a mental
growth out of Gospel soil: the Apostle reveals
it. % Because they vecetved mnot the iove of the truth.”
Here is a phrase of- masterly revelation. It is
not “they received not the truth”; God is very
tender and patient with our blind stumblings and
foolish unbeliefs, and His grace can bring us at
last to receive truths we may have rejected
for years. But the phrase—‘recesved not the
LOVE "—seems to show that to every soul,
however blind, however dark, God offers the love
of truth: the after life reveals whether the soul
accepted that love or not. We little dream of
the peril we run when we refuse to love the truth.

For we are here confronted with the dreadful .

fact of judicial retribution. " God sewdeth them
a working of error, that they should believe a lie :
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that they all might be judged who believed not
the truth, but had pleasuve in unvighteousness.”

Love of error is an automatic recoil of
indifference to-the truth. Man’s soul is s0 made
that EVERY REJECTION OF THE TRUTH weakens it
against the assaults of temptation; the heart that
refuses to melt, automatically hardens; and the
faculty of discernment between good and evil
becomes blunted and atrophied with disuse. A
final chastisement of sin is deeper sin. For this
is the goal of righteous retribution. “God
sendeth”’ : when man shuts the door in the face
of God, God locks it; and the diseased eye,
blinded by the light it has refused, sees an .
illusory glare on a curtain of pitch darkness.

Two counsels of the Holy Ghost are especially
requisite for the present situation. We must,
first, maintain at all costs a clean conscience.
«‘The end of the charge is love out of a pure °
heart and a gvod conscience and fasth unfeigned:
from which things some having swerved have
turned aside’”; “holding faik and a good con-
science; which .some having thrust from them
made shipwreck ” (1 Tim. 1. 5, 19). Faith is a
heart-whoie acceptance of the truth: a good
conscience is a l1fe squared 1o that truth.

It is an absurd sentiment, prevalent among
the Churches, that we may believe what we
choose. Bat faith in God is not optional, it is
obligatory: I must believe what God says, and
all that God says, or I sin: and the decisive proof
of faith ts obedience. “ My beloved brother,” Mr,
Muller once said to Dr. Pierson, *the .Lord
has given you much light, and will hold you
correspondingly responsible for its use. If you
obey Him and walk in the light, you will have
more : if not, the light will be withdrawn,” To
SEE THE TRUTH AND NOT TO EMBRACE IT.IS TO
FGUL THE CONSCIENCE ; to have the truth search
out life, and refuse to let it be searched, is to
foul the conscience; to DECLINE TO PAY THE
PRICE OF TRUTH IS TO FOUL THE CONSCIENCE :
and apostasy is fearfully near to a wilfully
defiled conscience. But a conscience kept pure
is like the needle of a compass—it swings
true. All things are possible to him who follows
God from light to light. “Many shall purify
thémselves and make themselves white, and shall be
vefined ; but the wicked shall do wickedly; and
none of the wicked shall understand; but they
that be wise shall understand ” (Dan. xii. 10).

The second counsel of the Holy Ghost is that
we cultivate a passionate love of, and faith in,
the truth. God has.called us to salvation in (1)
sanctification of the Spirit—which is His work.
and (2) belief of the truth—which is mine; and
if I refuse to do my work, 4¢ is impossible for God
to do his. No cost can be too great for truth : * her
price is above rubies.” ' .
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The Spiritual Life.

Hints on Guidance.™

“ All who are led by God’s Spirit . . . are the sons of
dod. For you have not received a spirit of bondage,
that you should go back again to . . . slavish fear,
but you have received a Spirit of adoption wherein
we ory . . . Father.” Rom. viii. 14, 16 (Conybeare).

* Because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying . . . Father.” Gal. iv. 6.

O all believers the child spirit is communi-
T cated by sthe incoming of the Holy Spirit
into the heart, and is deepened in pro-
portion as the old life with its slavish fear is
committed to the Cross, and planted into the
death of Christ. So far as we receive the
continual supply of the Spirit of Jesus, in union
with the Risen Lord, we shall increasingly learn
.to walk as children with the Father, depending
upon His faithful Spirit to guide His little ones,
and keep them in His will. - :

The Holy Spirit does not lead to any course of
action contrary to the Written Word. The Spirit
in the Word and the Spirit in the child of God
are always in accord. . ...

It is not befitting that we should take any
infallible position as to guidance in every detail
of action: It is better to walk with God silently,
and to let Him prove to cthers, tn His own way,
the skilfulness of His hands upon us. ,

‘When God has shown His plan for us, let us
take heed that we do not date it, or assume that
it will be fulfilled immediately. We should
remember that it is possible to have mistaken
- conceptions as to what that plan really meauns,
- and that we may materialize what is spiritual.

Let us beware of making bargains with God,
and calling them  covénants.” * If Thou . . .
then I willl” TFor later on the soul may be
fettered by its ‘‘covenant,” and not free to
recognize the fresh revealings of God. He has
only promised to lead us one step at a time.

Let us never be afraid of owning that we have
been mistaken. The Spirit of God abides where
there is honest transparency. We are but
‘‘ earthen vessels,” and the leading of the Spirit
is 8o easily checked. It is far better to recognize
that we may be wrong, than that God should be
dishonoured by our attributing to Him a course
of action, undertaken by us through misunder-
standing Him. ‘ ‘

‘We may not expect “ special ” guidance when
all we need to know is written in' the Word of
God. Inthe Acts of the Apostles we see mani-
fested the gemeral principles of a life under the
Spirit’s power, and wholly surrendered to God;

and, in the letters of Paul the Apostle, we are

*No. 9 of the ** New Life " Series. 8d. dozen, post free.
Keprinted here by request. First issued in 1897.

shown the mind of the Spirit as applied to the
practical details of every-day life. Let us search
{;he;l Word diligently, and obey it right up to our
ight. :

It is possible to get into such a strain over the
question of ‘“Whait is the will of God? "’ as quite
to miss the doing of His will. In a wholly
surrendered life, we can expect Him to work in
us hour by hour to well His will, whilst we give
ourselves up to the fulfilment of our momentary
duty with our whole hearts.

Let us depend upon the withholdings of God,
as well as upon His promptings. * The Spirit
suffered them not.” (Acts xvi. 7). The ** voice”
is only promised ‘““when ye turn ”’ (Isaiahxxx.21);
if we are going straight on in the path of His
will the Father gives His smile, and the heart is
at rest. : :

The Written Word needs the illumination of
the Spirit. If we go to it full of our own
thoughts, we shall read our own ideas into it.
Let us wait humbly upon God for His interpre-
tation of His own Book. ' ..

Do nothing in a hurry. There is always time
for all that is in the will of God. The waiting
of one day may bring to light some point which
will show. us how near we were to a serious
mistake. The walk with God appears to be a
very slow one, but it is very sure in its effects,
for there is no waste power in it. :

To souls wholly possessed by God, the Holy
Spirit gives deep rest in all things which are in
accordance with His mind. It is safe never to
make any decision except in perfect calm of mind -
and heart.

GuipaNCE IN Tivms oF PERPLEXITY.

1. Definitely commit the special difficulty to God.
* Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust.’” Psalm
xxXVii. 5. c

2. Ezercise definite faith in the faithfulness of God,
remembering that as & Father He cannot fail to guide
His child.’ * He that cometh to God must believe . . .
that He is a rewarder of them. that seek after Him.''
Heb. xi. 6, R.V ‘ .

8. See that all personal pra{erences are honestly sur-
rendered, and be willing to be guided in God’s way.
i The integrity of the upright shall guide them.” Prov.
xi. 8.

4. Obey up to your present light every indication of
the will of God. .

5. Trust the Holy Spirit to give you & sound mind, and
carefully look at your difficulty from every point of view;
first, as it concerns*Grod's kingdom ; second, asit concerns
your duty to others; third, as it affects yourself. Psalm
xxVv. 9. .

6. Leave the whole matter with God in calm assurance
that He undertakes, whilst you do the next thing that
lies in the path of duty. . - )

« T will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which
thou shalt go; 1 will counsel thee with Mine eye upon
thee.’” Psalm xxxii. 8.

«« Believe ye that I am able to do this? .. . Yes,
Lord . . . According to your faith be it done unto you.”
Matt. ix. 28, 29.
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The School of Prayer
~ and The Lord's Watch.

‘¢ It is no worldly warfare that we are waging. The weapons with
which we fight are not human weapons, but are mpt;;hty for God n
overthrowing strong foriresses. . .""—2 Cor. x. 3, 4, Weymouth.

Revival in Central America.*

The writer of the following letter is one who has been in correspond-
. ence with the Lord's Watch for some time.

EING so closely connected as warriors in
the blessed warfare against the powers of
darkness, I feel that I must communicate

to you the wonderful things God has been doing
for us of late, and the trials we meet with in our
work. Through former correspondence with
Mr. Williams and yourself, you will remember
my case. Day by day in work as evangelist
among the Spanish speaking people, ‘we see
God's werking among the people. As we go
from station to station, there is deep conviction
of hidden sin among the people, and much con-
fession. Then, at the evangelistic services,
many souls are brought to Christ. At present I
am here in Guatemala, at the invitation of mis-
sionaries, holding special revival services, and
meetings for the deepening of the spiritual life.
Your messages in the Owvercomer have given

me the power to take my stand on the highest

plane, and have opened my eyes to see who is
the enemy, and have caused me to use the
legitimate weapen—the Cross of Christ. '

I find much opposition from the powers and
principalities and rulers of darkness, and I ask
you, when God should bring it to your minds, to
unite with me in prayer that the power of
darkness may be - dispelled in this work of
evangelizing Central America, and that the

missionaries and native workers may not only -

be fully yielded to God, but may also be fully
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and may enter
into the life of victory, and be overcomers.
‘Wherever I go there seems to be such a dis-
couragement. Missionaries and workers, con-
secrated, godly, people—who have known the
Lord for many years, and have suffered _great
privations, whose lives have been fruitful ones,

- and whose works remain—we find under oppres-

sion, we find them discouraged, and there seems
to be such a lack of a real burden of prayer.
There is no .agony; there is no cry. Prayer
there is, but not the agonizing prayer that over-
comes, and brings returns. I therefore beg of
you to hold me up in prayer, as I travel from
town to town and from station to station, that a
deep work may be done not only in the hearts of
the believers, not only among the unbelievers,

* The Christian gives a two column report of this Revival work,

from the pen of the agent of the American Bible Society, in its issue
of December 26, 1912.

but also in the hearts of God’'s dear people, the
missionaries, who love Him and have sacrificed
much for Him, that they may know the power
of the Cross, and the warfare with Satan.

Thank God for ever placing in my hands the
Quercomer. . . .

LATER.

We have just closed our eight or ten days
mission in Quezaltenango. From the very first,
the working of the Holy Ghost was very manifest.
Every meeting closed with much confession, and
it made one sad to see how much hidden sin
there was in that church. Both missionaries
and people wept aloud before God, and we
believe a thorough work was done by the Holy
Spirit in the hearts of those He met with. Some
forty or fifty accepted the Lord in the evangel-
istic services.

There are two missions in Guatemala City—

- a faith work conducted by the Central American

Mission, and the Presbyterian Mission. On
last Sunday afternoon I began meetings with the:
Christians, and last night I spoke to a very large
audience, and this morning my heart is bowed
down before God, and the burden of His people
is upon me, on account of the most horrible
confessions of unmentionable sins that we had
to hear at the close of this meeting.

I can truly say to you that the warfare with
Satan is very, very real in this country, and that
among the confessions we hear;-we find many
similar cases-such as you have cited in the
Overcomer. During these revival services, a
number of spiritualists have been converted.
One of them confessed that even though he had
been a Christian for quite a rnumber of years,
the spirit still troubled him at night. It was my
privilege to tell him how to use the all-powerful
name of Jesus. Then again there were two men
who testified with tears in their eyes that:
although they had been Christians, and had even
worked for the Lord, that at times, entirely
beyond their control, they had been forced to
blaspheme the name of Jesus Christ.

We use none of the means so often used in

evangelism, but watch for all wild fire, and the

devices of Satan; but I can truly say that the
revival in Central America is on, and I ask you
urgently, for His sake, to call the friends to pray
for Central and South America, and for the
whole Spanish church, that there may come upon
the Christians a true spirit of repentance, and a
putting away of hidden sin, and that missionaries.
may accept all that God has for them.

I bhave been in correspondence with Mr.
Williams, as you know, and everywhere I find
men and women who are thankful for the Ouver-
comer. A. B.-de Roos.
9~ Will our readers turn the requests sn these letters into prayer.—Ed.



THE OVERCOMER. 27

Aids to Prayer.

Petitions drawn from “War on the Saints."

Many have found a difficulty in expressing prayer,
particularly in regard to new light gained at meetings, or
during reading of the book ‘* War on the Saints.”” The
following suggestions for prayer are given to show how
all we hear, orread, may be turned into prayer. The same
principle applies to reading the Scriptures, the Overcomer,
or any book containing light on the truths of God. It
will be noticed that in this instance the prayers are com-
posed of deductions made from the text of the book
“ War on the Saints,’’ from which an extract and page
reference is given.-

- Truth versus Falsehood.

«, . . Truth alone dispels the deceptive doctrines
of the teaching spirits of Satan. The truth of
God, not merely *“views of truth.” Truth con-
cerning all the principals and laws of the God of
Truths. Daoctrines of demons simply consist of
that which a man “thinks” and “believes " as
the outcome of suggestions made to his mind by
deceiving spirits. All thought and belief belong
to one of two realms—the realm of truth, or the
realm of falsehood, each having its source in
God or Satan respectively. . . .”. Page 21.

I Pray—

That I may be led into all truth which dispels the
deceptive doctrines of Satan. ,

That all ** views of truth '’ out of harmony with God's
truth may be destroyed.

That my mind may be clarified; and made receptive to
truth for its personal application- aud transmission to
others. -

That I may clearly understand the principles and laws
upon which God works.

That I may have discernment to know what is of God
and what is of Satan.

That I' may be able to detect when suggestions are
being made to my mind by deceiving spirits.

That I may know how to close my mind to the injections,
and control of deceiving spirits.

That I may be willing to face all the truth about myself,
about God, and about the powers of darkness, I desire
to do so; I will to do so, and may both my choice and my
will be strengthened with all might by the Holy Spirit.

And what I pray for myselt I pray for the
’ whole Church of God.

Satanic Deception.

 Christsans are as open to possession by evil
spirits as other men, and become possessed,
- becdause they have, in most cases, unwittingly
Julfilled the conditions upon which evil spirits
work, and apart from the cause of wilful sin,
given to deceiving spirits through (1) accepting
their counterfeits of the Divine working ; and (2)
" cultivating passivity and non-use of the faculties:
this through misconception of the spiritual laws
which govern the Christian life.”” Page 69.

I Pray—

That all ground I have.ever unwittingly given to evil
spirits, may be exposed, and that I may then be shown
what to do to become dispossessed.

That I may be instructed as to the conditions upon
which evil spirits work for my deception and possession.

That I may clearly understand what passivity means,
and know when any part of my being becomes passive.

That I may kNow the principles npon which God works
and upon which Satan works, so that I may guard against
accepting the counterfeits of the Divine working.

That I may be speedily delivered from all passivity and
non-use of the faculties.

And what I pray for myself I pray for the
whole Church of God. F.J.P.,

(To beeontinued.)

“War on the Saints.”

As the book was written and driven through to completion by

a force of tual prayer, it needs perpetual .prayer as it goes
forth to the Cﬁutch oP} hrist therefore :—

PRAY that all Satanic workings and
supernatural “ texts” and “ messages”
intervening and hindering its being read
and understood, may be destroyed.

PRAY that the Book may accomplish
its misson to the Church of Christ.

PRAY that every reader may read it in

prayer. .
EVAN ROBERTS. .

The Prayer Need for February.

That all the readers of-the Overcomer “who have been deeply
stirred by the truths in its pages, may not quench the * stirring ™ by
inaction, but seek personal deiiverance from the bondage of sin and
Satan in every form. -

For all God's children under the oppression of a spirit of fear, .
(1) of the devil, (2) of the future (33 of death (4) and all other
causes of fear made use of by the adversary to hold them in
bondage. ) :

Continue to Pray: ‘

For the issue of * Le Vainqueur " in French speaking countries o
the Continent, and for the translation into Frerch of ** War on the
Saints "’ now being commenced in the January issue. :

For Divine equipment for a worker in Germany translating
“ War on the Saints " into the German language. .

For God to open the way and bring to full fruition the desire of a..
servant of God in Canada, to facilitate the issuing of the Overcomer
in the Armenian language. .

That God will bring to full fruition a desire to have the * Warfare
with Satan and the Way of Victory" translated into Spanish for use
in S. America.—E.T.S. :

The Opium Traffic.

That China be formally released from all Treaty obligations to
admit opium, and that the present difficulties may be honourably
settled. Also that poppy cultivation in India may be stopped except
for medical purposes.—Noel Broomhall.

AThe School of Prayer and the Lord s Watch.'

All correspondence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams;
c/o Overcomer Office, Toller Road, Leicester. .

s It is understood that all correspondents are regular
readers of the Overcomer, as the teaching of the paper supple-
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondence,
Rules governing the * Lord's Watch®* may be had on application
to Mr. William. Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed.
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The Word of Witnes‘s.

The Legions of the Abyss.
By “ Sentinel.”

** And smoke came up out of the pit resembling the smoke
of a vast furnace, so that the sun was darkened, and
the air also, by reason of the smoke of the pit. And
from the midst of the smoke there came locusts (i.e.
*evil spirits,” footnote) on the earth, and power
was given to them resembling the power which
earthly socorpions possess . . to injure human beings.”’
Rev. ix. 2-4 —Weymouth.

¢ My name is legion for we are many.”” Markv. 9.

I HAVE been reading the life of “ Pasteur,”

the eminent French Chemist, who made
the epoch-making discovery that at the base
of all disease there.is a living organism or
microbe ; perhaps his greatest discovery was
the microbe of Hydrophobia. Although this
Hydrophobia was, before his day, an incurable
disease, through diagnosing, identifying and locating
the deadly microbe, there is not now one death
in one hundred in the Institute; they kill the
microbe by introducing a deadly opposite, and
thus the patient escapes. The living creature
behind all diseases, is a keenly interesting
subject, and the best medical science is now
being concentrated on the task of identifying
these deadly units. .
A few weeks ago it was my privilege to attend
a meeting of the medical profession, as a private
guest. It was a unique gathering, convened for
a scientific exhibition of animated pictures,
illustrating from actual life examples the nature
and treatment of several well-known diseases.
One of the most striking things which we saw
was a small drop of human blood magnified many
hundreds of times, until it resembled a pond of
water. In it could be seen the disc-shaped blood
corpuscles, which although only ygsth part of
an inch in diameter, measured, when magnified,
eighteen inches on the screen. We were now to
watch from life the actual growth of one of the
most deadly modern diseases. We were to see
the microbe of a specific disease invading the
blood, gradually multiplying, and then over-
coming all resistance, until the patient died.
Imagine, if you can, the picture, as of a colour-
less fluid, in which twenty disc-like shapes are
floating. These are the blood corpuscles, but
our attention is soon fixed upon a number of
thin serpentine creatures swimming swiftly
about in the fluid, their every movement sinuous
and repulsive to behold. These are the spiro-
chetes, or microbes, of the dread disease, and
although invisible to the naked eye, by mesns
of microscopie photography they appear eighteen
inches long. As we watch, we see them preying

upon the man, their number and activity in-
creasing as the disease advances, until the patient
succumbs to their virulent attack.

Then the scene changed, and we saw the
invaders attacked and expelled. After the
physician had given the patient an injection, the
microbe first became & little less aggressive,
then as the anti-toxin seized it, the microbe
passed from a state of discomfort to one of palsy
and trembling. Next, they became entwined
together, and even began to devour one another,
until they finally dropped lifeless, to be thus
expelled from the system. : ‘

To see this drama of life enacted with all it
sinister reality in the microscopic depths .of
nature, prompted- the most serious reflection.
Are not all God’s laws alike, whether in natural,
moral or spiritual world, bearing the hall-mark
of the one Sovereign Lord? Does not the
kingdom of nature reflect, as in a parable, the
facts of the invisible world ? Bishop Butler and
Henry Drummond, each saw in their own way
thet nature was a parable, and in the light of
fullerknowledge of the Scripture statements about
the powers of darkness, we found it wasimpossible
not to see that the microbe of disease as a type
of the New Testament demon ; -a parable of the
hosts of darkness which prey upon men, and
will be swept into the abyss before the dawning
of the millennium. _

A well-known doctor and writer on this and
allied subjects, recently said: “The subject of
demonic possession was perhaps a greater
difficulty to enquiring minds ten years ago than
it is now . . . the mere biologist may content
himself with the thought that a man with
influenza is, in fact, possessed with a legion of -
living creatures, which we do not hesitate to
consider evil. That a man should become the
host (dwelling place) of innumerable protozoa,
each a being with a certain psychology of its
own, is, perhaps, not more strange than that he
should harbour beings that have not even a
unicellular organism, and therefore have to be
called ‘spirits’ or ¢demons’'—our ancestors
would have thought it less strange—possibly our
descendants may come to agree with them.”

What shall we say to thése things? Our
knowledge is too slight to follow the scientific
discovery of the hour, but how impressively the
great spiritual realities are reflected in the
realm of nature. If we learn the lesson aright,
many of the impalpable evil things which we
call by vague names, will be brought to nought
when we know them FOR WHAT THEY ARE, and
can track them to their source. It would not

surprise us if we were to witness as a direct
result of the testimony of the Ouercomer, a great
outburst of spiritual activity among the people
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of God ; a movement of the Spirit not confined to
any section of the visible Church, but embracing
all God’s people; an awakening, in which the

Church will emerge into ‘a campaign of victory .

through this discovery, so that what Pasteur did
in the realm of chemistry may be accomplished
in the spiritual life of the Church.

I frequently hear the criticism ¢ you should
not be occupied with the enemy,” ete., but
because Pasteur spent his life in tracking the
deadly microbe, he has saved more lives than any
human being that ever lived, and in putting the
microscope, as has been done in “ War on the
Saints,” upon the undiscovered mass of spiritual
phenomena surrounding us, and of which the
most enlightened knows so little, a service to the
Church has been rendered, which, if properly

followed up, will result in the practical applica-

tion of the truth of the New Testament, strong
enough, and radical enough to change the whole
face of our religious experience, and (if the co-
operation of believers is sufficiently unanimous),
to TURN THE SCALE OF TIME FROM ONE AGE TO
ANOTHER. ‘

To sum up, many of the spiritual maladies
from which we suffer have as their source and
inspiration & living organism; the New Testa-
ment calls it, in its individual form, a ‘*demon,"
and, collectively, * evil spirits,” and just as the
medical profession is learning to combat the
physical microbe with an anti-toxin, and ex-
terminating what has hitherto been incurable
because unknown, so the Church must bark
back to the inspired message of the New Testa-
ment, diagnose according to the Word, and
pray against wicked ‘spirits definitely as such,
in addition to the conflict with sin. The spiritual
People of God must call up the reserves and
aying hold of Christ’s authority over these
denizens of the pit, command them in His
Name to be gone from their hiding places ;
acquire the almost forgotten art of mastery over
them *through the Name”; quench them by
the fighting prayer ; overwhelm them by wielding
the Eromises of God, and expel them from their
footholds in the strength of the Divine Spirit.

Gleanings from
the Clinic Conference.

Sins of the spirit.

E OCANNOT MOUNT TO VICTORY BY IGNORING SIN.

We are in need of much stronger light on the
meening of sin. The sin of commission, the sin

of omission, the sin of state. There can also be the sin-
of passivity. If a faculty is mot wsed, it is. a sin of
omission. We are needing clearer insight into the
subject of passivity. ‘¢ To him that knoweth to do good

29
and doeth it not, to him it is sin *’ (James iv. 17).

It is a serious matter to go into warfare against evil
unless we are walking in victory over sin. You will find
the powers of darkness attack if there is any sin undealt
with. There is the sin of not facing truth, and dealing
honestly with ourselves. For instance, if we have spoken
wrongly, and a word comes out of our lips not according
to the Spirit of Christ, we will not have that put away by
the Blood of Jesus Christ until we tell our brother or
sister ‘' I was wrong.” We must be willing to admit
truth about ourselves.

The greatest sins lie in the realm of the spirit, such as
the spirit of jealousy, & murmuring spirit, or a wrong
spirit within. Our words may be right, but the tone
wrong. Do we look on a wrong spirit as sin? Do we
understand how to watch'the spirit to keep it pure, sweet,
clean? Can we speak of others with a pure spirit, i.e.
with no spirit of condemnation? Can we recognize the
attacks of the enemy on the spirit? Many think of sin
as action, and say they have victory over all ¢ known sin,”
but can we discern in ourselves when the spirit is
wrong? We may know it by the tone of the-voice. It is
the spirit at the back of everything we do which counts.
We can speak the truth without a spirit of condemnation
if the spirit is right. Then we must watch that ourspirits
are kept sweet. ¢ Let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit’ (2 Cor. vii. 1). We
must ask God to cleanse the spirit. We. may have a
¢« cleansed heart —centre of affections and life,—but we
may have & ¢ jar’’ in the spirit that will put a strained
tone into the voice. _

We should learn how to watch the spirit. Suppose
we are asked to do something for another. While we may
not sin in action by refusing to do it, we may sin by slack~
ness and unwillingness in the spirit. A pure spirit
means that we do things with gladness, ¢ Fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord ” (Rom. xii. 11).

If we are diligent in seeking to walk in continual
victory, we become conscious at once of any strain in the.
voice. There is a harshness in the voice as soon as the.
spirits of evil touch the spirit; then as we recognize it:
we should stop at once and say, ‘I choose to speak im
the right spirit.’’ *‘ He that RULETH HIS SPIRIT is greater-
than he that taketh a city (Prov. xvi. 82). If the apirit;
is touched, we instantly lose power for prayer, and we.
dare not go on one moment out of action for prayer. If
there comes a strained tone between you and another-
which causes your spirit to lose contact with God, you.
should find that one, if possible, and say, ** Let us stand.
together against the enemy. We choose to be of one.
spirit, to speak in the right spirit, and to stand against
the enemy.” It works. (See ‘“ War on the Saints,”
pp. 216-217.)

Harshness never comes from the Holy Spirit of God,
nor a spirit of condemnation, nor harsh judgment.
James iii. 17, gives the pattern of a life lived in a pure
spirit, ‘¢. . . first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be.
intreated (i.e. can listen to explanations!) full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, without hypocrisy-
(¢.e., sincere) . . .” .

Notes taken by K. J.
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“War on the Saints.”

To our Prayer Colleagues.

“ x JITH deep gratitude to God we record, for the
encouragement of those earnestly and faithfully
encompassing this book with prayer, the hand

of God in guiding it to His children who are in sore need

of the Truth. Many testimonies are now coming to
hand of believers undeceived and delivered from the net

.of the fowler through the light given in its pages..

Knowing the truth of Mr. Evan Roberts' brief foreword
to the book—

¢+ As a key to a lock, so is the
truth in this book to NEED.”

the usual steps connected with the publishing of a large

book have not been taken. It was written to meet NEED,

and only souls in NEED will fully apprehend it.

Prayer has been the primary weapon in the conflict
connected with itsissue, and prayer is the primary weapon
relied upon for guiding it to those for whom the light has
been given of God.

We cannot refrain from letting our praying colleagues
share the following letter, among others, giving thanks
to God for His answer to the prayers, which never cease,
+That all deceived believers throughout the whole
Church of God may be delivered.”

A Missionary in a foreign land writes :—

+ By God’s help I have been enabled to purchase the
book ¢ War on the Saints,’ which I have read prayerfully
and meditatively, I felt, before beginning to read it,
that I should seek God's blessing and the teaching of His
Holy Spirit to understand and to retain all He wanted
me to know. The book has been read almost entirely
during my journeyings to and fro the villages. I praise

God with all my heart for the book, and I endorse all in
so far as I have understood it.

«« Before I received the December Overcomer I felt that'

* War on the Saints ' must be definitely prayed for, that
its circulation throughout the Church might be speedy,
and I have been lfra.ying much for God’s beloved servants
«who have penned the contents of its pages. The Lord
;protect them : I remember you all almost daily before
the Throne of Grace. :

- Continue in prayer for me. God is abundantl
.answering already, and ¢ all shall be recovered.' I find,
after reading ¢ War on the Saints,’ that during the last
seven years especially, I have often given ground to the
«enemy, but it was in ignorance. 'When God baptized me
-with His Holy Spirit seven years ago, I had beautiful
visions. These I believed to be from God. Very scon
other visions came, which I felt were of the evil one. I
have spoken to some of God's most devoted servants
.about these, but no onme could explain to me why I
should have visions from the evil one, or how I could get
deliverance from such visions, which generally came
before me when I was waiting upon God in prayer. The
only explanation I could make myself was that the way

for true visions in some manner made the way for Satanic -

visions, and I was thankful that I could discern the one
from the other.
¢t Praise God! I am almostentirely delivered, and am
standing by faith on Rom. vi. 6, and Rom. vi. 11, for
.complete and full deliverance from all manifestations of
the evil one. There are other things also in which I have
‘been deceived of late. Now the light has come and many
-perplexities can be accounted for. Iam realizing that
God's Spirit has more liberty in me, and through me
souls are being more stirred when hearing the Word.

.

— E——

Truly, I believe I have entered into anew Year of Jubilee.
I need wisdom from God at this time, as to how to use
the knowledge and understanding that God has granted
to me, and how I may become an instrument in the hands
of my God to be morea blessing among my fellow-workers
and our dear native Christians. . . .”’ :

We thank God too that the light in *“War on the Saints"
is recognized of value by Christian physicians. A worker
says: :

‘* A doctor who is reading the book declares that it is -

solving problems that have baffled him for years. He is
recommending it very warmly.

The Book in other languages.

Countess Groeben, who is translating the book into
German, writes;—

* I hope to get the translation of * War on the Saints'
ready for the press at latest in autumn. . . It must be
done very carefully . . . I am profoundly thankful for
your timely warning. Yes, the enemy has contested my
translating the book, putting one hindrance after the
other in my way . . . I have had hours of acute conflict.
. . I am so glad you remember me in prayer. . ."

“War on the Saints"" Special Fund

for Workers.

The applications for copies from the Free Grant Fund
continue to come, and, with very few exceptions, we have,
by the co-operation of the Lord's stewards, up to this
time, beenable to meet the demand. Prayer has in this
direction also proved effectual. In cases where we
were not sure that the book would be of fullest service
further enquiry was made, and it was found that the
Spirit of God had truly guarded the fund, and confined -
the applications to those in deepest need.

‘With confidence we can, therefore, pray that God may
move His children who value the light given, to enable
others of the ** Body of Christ" who are in the bondage
of deception to know the pathway of freedom.

Workers eligible for application for a grant are those (1)

in deep personal need of deliverance from the oppression
of the enemy, both in life and service for God; (2) who are
in contact, in their Churches, Mission Halls, etc., with
supernatural manifestations of any kind, which they are
unable to deal with for lack of knowledge; (3) who will
make the fullest use of the book in gathering other workers
to study it with them. .
. A "Loan List" has also been opened, and a copy of
the book will be sent, on payment of postage, to applicants
for a stated period, with permission to make a further ap-
plication to the Grant-Fund if the reader can then fulfil
the conditions required, and state his purpose to use it for
the instruction of other workers. The object of the free
grant is that the book should be put to the fullest use
for the deliverance of the Church from the Deceiver.

Donations to the Special Fund, and further applications for a
copy of the book by workers eligible for a grant, may be addressed
to tary, cfo *‘Overcomer’’ Office, %oller Road, Leicester,

‘« Let us go on unto full growth” (Heb. vi. 1, R.V.m.).
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the know-
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Chyist" (Eph. 1v. 13).
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Our Readers Difficulties.

We give the following re%ias to ome?ondent.s, believing that
they will help others who have similar difficulties. We are sure
our correspondents will be glad to share the help they receive
with other members of Christ. We shall always be carsful to
give no clue to the identity of the writer.

A.H.R. The subject of Divine Healing is far too great
aone to deal with fully in our columns. Apart from
testimony and records of cases, clear intelligent light on
the practical side is sorely needed, for if God works
according to law-in the spiritual realm, in answers to
prayer and in delivering from the power of sin and Satan,
is it not important that believers should be taught God's
law and principle in healing, so that those who turn to
Him in physical need, may know how to co-work with
_Him in fulfilling conditions for His working. God does
respond to faith, but why are some healed and others
not? He is a God of order, and doubtless if the laws of
God in the spiritual sphere were only searched for as
intelligently as men seek to discover nafural laws, we
should find that they could be co-acted with for definite
results, as surely asin the realm of nature. The ignorance
of believers concerning the laws governing the spiritual
realm as compared with the knowledge of the children of
this world of the laws of nature, should silence
dogmatism on any spiritual theme, for in truth we
“know nothing [yet] as we ought to know.” In refer-
ence to the instances you give in connection with
** Healing,"” in many cases the difficulty lies not so much
in lack of faith aslack of knowledge of : (1) God’s will, and
(2) God's conditions for His working.

E.A.M. You ask * Do you include in * passivity ' the
non-action' of the will in ‘giving way’ in nervous
exhaustion ? or is it exclusively that condition of mind
practiced by spiritist ‘mediums’ [and unconsciously
used by believers] for a truly spiritual purpose . . ."”
The question can only be clearly answered in connection
with specific cases. In some the ‘* giving way' could
be through a passive will as the result of spiritual causes,
and in others it may mean pure physical exhaustion
through overstrain of the human frame, which has its
limitation in power of endurance (naturally). The line

between what is purely from physical, or mental causes, *

and what is from supernatural is very fine. Believers
who have any light on the subject should be careful not
to take an attitude of dogmatic assertion toward others,
lest they be mistaken, and ** use the truth " to ¢ frustrate
the truth " in their dealings with them,
all handling of these solemn themes, and keep a loving,
tender spirit toward all God's sorely tried children to-day.
L.C.S. “War on the Saints’’ could not possibly
<ontain g/l the truth on every aspect of the Holy Spirit's
work in the believer. Its main purpose was to give some
insight into the work of deceiving spirits, to intelligent
spiritual believers who already know much of the true
work of the Holy Spirit, and therefore able to discern the
fine balancein all that is written. We are glad to discover
from correspondence, points which have not been touched
upon in the book, such as the ¢rue quickening of the body
according to Rom. viii. 11, referred to by you.” The
need is for each one to discern for himself the source of
- all supernatural experiences; and ** War on the Saints"’

Walk softly in-

is but our quota of truth toward tbat end. The true
balance is a delicate one, but if we all krnow ourselves,
and our limitations in experience and knowledge, we
shall the more easily be able to lovingly encourage
others in their work and labour of love for all saints.
If God delivers even one soul through a certain line of
truth, it should command the prayerful consideration of
other children of God, lest they miss some light God may
have for them in it. In this as in many other things the
children of this world are wiser than the children of
light, How eagerly men follow up a gleam of light given
by one proving of a certain remedy, to discover the laws
lying at the back of that one proving.” Yet God’s servants
pass over numbers and numbers of ‘‘ provings '’ to cling
to a theory they fear to part with.

L.P.—Let us ask God to give us power to discern truth
in its purity. It is true what Dr. Pierson said about
Pentecost: The Holy Spirit can ‘‘descend upon us”
again and again, but it is upon the spirit and not the body,
although the body may be quickened mightily by the
influx and afflatus of the Holy Spirit in the man’s spirit.
The powers of darkness are to-day taking advantage of
misconception of truth. God's truth stands unshaken, but
man's conception of that truth may cause him to
err, -Any materializing of spiritual things opens the
door to error. See the materializing of John vi. in the
Romish church. The truth of the ¢ Real Presence ' is
spiritual, not in material bread. So with the Baptism of
the Spirit, the quickening of the mortal body by the life
of the Indwelling Christ, and even the truth of the In-
dwelling Christ. The materializing of these spiritual facts
opens thedoor to the watching tea.chﬁ:g spirits '’ of Satan,
now swarming among God's people. The enduement of
power for service is true, and the Church of Christ to-day
reaps the fruit from those who have known this endue-

‘ment, but the * fruit that remains.’’ bas come from

those who retained the use of their faculties—as
Finney and others did—and control of their bodies in
such an enduement, and not so much from believers with
abnormal visions, etc., which, in numbers of cases, in a
few brief months have resulted in the breakdown of the
recipient. .

So with the quickening life of the Risen Lord, accord-
ing to Rom. viii. 11. There are many who have * out of
weakness, been made strong’' through this truth, but it
was not from conscious sensations in the body, which in
time really weakened the very bodies the ‘“thrills" were
supposed to strengthen. i

And again, in regard to Christ indwelling the believer.
The spiritual fact of ** Greateris He thatis in you than
he that is in the world,’’ and ** Christ liveth in me " asa
* Living bright reality,” is blessedly true, but no sober
Spirit-taught child of God with ¢ spiritual under-
standing '’ and knowledge of the Scriptures, will say that
this is so literally a fact as to eliminate the ¢‘self"
to such an extent as to make the believer infallible
in judgment, action, etc. The evil self-life must go to
the Cross, according to Rom. vi, 6, but ** self "’ as denot-
ing a human personality, remains to be kept in conformity
to the death-life of Jesus. There is no exodus of the
self-life in the death of Jesus so ABSOLUTE as to
eliminate the personal responsibility of the believer.
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The lack of understanding the fundamental principles
connected with standing and experience, or objective and
subjective truth, meets us on every side. Sometimes a
‘teacher emphasises the *‘ standing " or completed work
of Christ ; a listener sees the truth, lays hold of it, and
thenceforward asseris all as true in himself, oblivious of
the great discrepancy between his faith and his
practice. Another sees this, and emphasises the subjec-
tive or experience aspect, and since it will take the whole
lifetime to have the complete work of Christ on the
Cross wrought into eaperience—it only ends with the
transformation of the body (Phil. iii. 21)—these believers
become submerged in the experimental side of truth with-
out a glimpse of the objective with its glorious note of
victory.

The balance of truth between the Divine and the
human side, is so delicate, that there seems not one
human being on earth who holds it perfectly in every
aspect of truth. Turn where we will, we see even the
most sober believers over-balancing on some point or
other. Some into extreme cautiousness, which blinds
-them to aspects of truth needed to fill out into ripeness
of maturity what they already know. Others with reck-
less abandonment falling headlong into pitfalls they do
not see. The one need everywhere is recognition of the
fact that no one believer, whoever he be, is the
sole emporium of all truth, and no one believer is an
infallible guide into all truth. How patient, then, we
need to be with others (2 Tim. ii, 24), and watchful over
ourselves according to Rom. xii. 3, and Gal. vi. 1.

Through it all the Blessed Spirit of God patiently
works on. If He could but find all the members of the
Body of Christ determined to unile on all truth that they
are agreed upon, i.e., primarily the Atoning Cross, He
could the more readily * temper together ’’ the Body as
a whole, and thus more quickly give light upon ‘¢super-
structure truth '* needful for its advance in the things of
God. .

J.E.L. Thank you for your letter in which you call
attention -to ‘‘some distinctions” on p. 167 of 1912
Overcomer. You say ** It is quite possible for the. true
and the counterfeit to run side by side in an individual.
There may be 9g9% of true and 1% of the counterfeit.
That is, a continual nagging from which there is no relief
because it is from Satan. The item in question of p. 167
does not go on to say that the conscience gets free
immediately the person recognizes the source. It might
be misleading to some réader if he stopped at the word
‘never’ . . ."” Thisis true, but the notes given refer to
pages in ** War on the Saints '’ which.fully explain the
whole matter. I am sorry I did not add an explanatory
footnote to the *'extract,” for readers of the Overcomer
who have not seen the book. It isa blessed fact that
the workings of evil spirits cease directly they ar
recognized and refused. o

Communications acknowledged from M.A.C.; J.A.G.T.; L.H.;

E.L.B; W.E.C.; .8.0.; M.H.C.; E.L.; A.].F.; Mrs.A.S. (South'pton); *

W.J.Y,; A.H.H,; AL.L; H.D.P,; R.P.M.; ].B.G.; FW,; Mrs.H.0.A,;
I "E.H.P.; A.B,(Morocco); S.M.T.; A.L.H., M.R.; S.H.S.;
M.S.M.; M.J.B.; A.L.P,; M.S.rl.; E.W. (Porthcawl); J.W. (U.S.A.)!
F.B. (Suisse); M.H. (Japan); I.M.C.; A.M.H.; J.P,; S :
R.C.; W.M, (Torquay); A.B, (China); K.M.; M.A.M.
(Chicago); E.S.F.; F.E.C. (Clitheroe); E.S.; G.H.L.;
L.E.S. (U.S.A.) .

Booklets, pamphlets, and pcems acknowledged with
thanks from H.S.B.; S.M.T.; ].P. (London), and others.

A Personal Word.

9%~ The Editor will be greatly obliged to correspondents if
they will write on one side of paper only, and in clear and
black handwriting to avoid strain on eyesight. Lettersrequiringa
personal answer should—when convenient—have stamped envelope
for reply, Will correspondents please say if a personal answer
is specially required, otherwise the Editor will understand that
acknowledgment through the Overcomer is sufficient.

«

The * Overcomer™ Aggressive Work.
A Word to Donors,

We thankfully acknowledge the warm response of
some of our readers to the statement in the January issue
concerning - the aggressive work of the Ouvercomer. A
reader in California writes saying he is sending a dollar
monthly for the Fund, and another group of Christians
in U.S.A. send £2, and undertake to provide so copies
monthly to Missionaries, paid for from their weekly
offerings as a thankoffering for all that the Overcomer has
meant to them as a company of believers. Others of our
readers in England have also written desirous of sharing
in this service.

Miscellaneous Items.

A copy of the Braille Magazine has reached us, con-
taining Mr. Evan Roberts’ leaflet *‘ Reckon’' translated
into Braille. :

The Matlock Convention will (p.v.) take place at
‘Whitsuntide, commencing on Saturday, May 10, and
continuing until Thursday, May 15, inclusive.

Miss Waters (late corresponding secretary for Mr.
ohnson's work in France) address in U.S.A. is 41 West -
hil Ellena Street, Germantown, Penna. We rejoice to

hear that the Lord is giving Miss Waters open doors for
the message of the Overcomer, with very marked results
of believers led out into fuller understanding of the way
of victory.

“Le Vainqueur.” (The ** Overcomer.””)

An 8-page paper issued monthly, consistirg entirely of
articles from the ‘' Overcomer,” transiated Into French.
Edited and Issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 61 Rue Chanzy,
Asnieres, Seine, France.

The small list of subscribers is increasing, but the
larger part of each edition is sent out free to pastors and
workers of French-speaking countries on the Continent.
Readers of the Ouercomer who value its messages and
desire to share in this aggressive service for the Lord's
people in France may send their gifts for the free distri-
bution of Le Vaingueur to the Corresponding Secretary :

Miss COPE, 36 Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield.

Rec-elved for Mr. Johnson's work in France.
From December 10th 1912, to January 10th, 1918.
Per Miss Cope—(46) 10/- (Personal), (46) 10/6, (47) (48) £5, (49)
:(l /-, (60) 7/6, (1) £1 (Le Va'tn%uc'wr). @) 4/- (Le Vai%:’e;tm')r). 3) 2/Z

6
Le Vaingueur), (4) 9/- (Le Vainqueur), (5) (per Editor of Over-
comer) £1 6s. (Le Vaingueur). Total £9 198, 6d.

Le Vaingueur for Ja.'nua.ry contains:—

TH: OROSS THE BIRTHPLACE OF A NKW CREATION.

Tep FURY OF THE OPPRESBOR, by B. McCall Barbour.

A CERTAIN BOUND. Ouvercomer Editorial for 1918,

“ WAR ON THE BAINTs.” Part of Chapter I

“ Arvn PRAYER,” by J. C. Williams.

UNHRALTHY REVIVAL EXCITEMENT, by Finney.
EXPBRIMENTAL DrFriourTIES. The Oiuisbia n’s Storm Centre.
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FIDEI COTICULA CRUX.
(The Cross is the touchstone of faith.)'

MARCH, 1013.

No. 8.
The Victory of Calvary.
N Il';u }gr;,nu of this world hath been judged. . . . John

HE tragedy aspect of the place called
Calvary often fills the minds of the
children of God in such a way as to dim

the vision of its victory, and hide the fact that,
as Bishop Lightfoot expresses it, ¢ the convict’s
gibbet ”’ was ¢ the Victor’scar!” The Cross of
shame was the throne of victory. The Apostle
writes to the Colossians that, ‘having put off
from Himself the principalities and the powers,
He made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it (i.c., the Cross, Col. ii. 14-15,
R.v.); or,as Dr. Waller says, the Christ “ stripped
of from Himself principalities and powers.”
They had gathered around Him in this their
hour and power, in the thick darkness. * Many
bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of
Bashan have beset me round. They gape upon
me with their mouths, as a ravening and roaring
lion,” wrote the Psalmist David, as in spirit
he foreshewed the gathering of the forces of hell
and evil around the dying Christ. The darkness
that spread over the land for three awful hours
might well have been an outward and visible
sign of the power of darkness gathered up from
the pit around the dying Lord. He who was
.L1¥_ht—the express image -of Him who dwelleth
in light beyond the brightness of the sun—was
wrapped in the darkness, and encompassed with
the principalities and powers of hell, until He
cried: “It is finished;” ¢ Father, into Thy
hands I commend My spirit.” And then He
“ stripped off from Himself " the powers of hell.
He “ yielded up His spirit " to the Father, and
died, at that moment * through death ” to * bring
to naught ” thedevil. The prince of death, with
all his principalities and powers, was conquered
by his very own weapon of death.
* * *

In this passage in Colossians, Bishop Lightfoot
says that the metaphor used is the same as in
2 Cor. ii. 14, where Christ is said to lead in
triumph all those who accept His redemption,
and are conquered by His love. And the prin-
cipalities and powers brougbt to defeat at Calvary
were triumphed over by the Christ, they crucified
—they were ¢ displayed ” as a victor displays
his trophies “in a triumphal procession.”

Yes, Oalvary was the throne of victory for the
Son of God. This is an aspect of the finished
work of Christ on the Cross which the children
of God need especially to apprehend at the pre-
sent time. Calvary is not tragedy from the
divine standpoint, but wviclory. Multitudes see
there only the atonement for sin, and that only
so far as it brings to them deliverance from the
burden and guilt of sin—ah! and we need be
thankful to-day when men get as far as this even,
for Satan is deluding numbers with the lie that
sin is not sin, and needs no atonement. But the
victory of Calvary brings to the redeemed one
much more than the blotting out of past sins;
it secures deliverance from the bonds of sin by
the crucifixion of the sinner with the Saviour,
and emergence from the sphere of earth into the
sphere of the Spirit where the believer enters
another world, where Christ is all and in all, and
the things of earth cease to eathrall the soul.
Still more, the victory of Calvary means to the
crucified Christian the same triumph over prin-
cipalities and powers as Christ won on the Cross.
« Through death " He * brought to naught ” the

- prince of death, and “through death "—when

identified vitally with Christ in His death—the-

believer also finds the power of darkness

“ brought to naught,” whilst he abides in the

Victorious One.
* * *

The Church of God is beset at this time by
the hosts of evil, resisting her rising from the
dust, and putting on her white garments to walk
worthy of God. On all sides, alongside the
true working of the Holy Spirit, we.see counter-
feit workings of the deceiving spirits of Satan,
and alas, alas | large numbers of the children of
God have no vision, and no power to detect the
devices of the Adversary. They are fearful of
the enemy because they do not apprehend the
fulness of the work of Christ at Calvary in His
complete victory over the hosts of hell. They
need to know that they may escape to a place in
Christ on His Cross, as a vantage ground of
victory over sin and Satan, where the devil
cannot touch them if they abide in their Risen
Lord, and so walk in watchful co-operation with
the Holy Spirit, that they keep themselves from
giving ground to him and his wicked spirits. A
¢ Man shall be as a hiding-place,” said the
prophet Isaiah; and I will put thee in a clift
of the rock,” said Jehovah to Moses. ¢ Rock of
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ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee,”
is the language of the Christian; but not all
apprehend that hidden in the cleft Rock—the
wounded side of the Man of Calvary—the
believer may walk in victory over the foe as he
learns to abide moment by moment, crucified
with the Crucified One, for the life of the Risen
One to be manifested through him.

* %* *

For the understanding of the themes dealt
with in our pages, experimental knowledge of the
* Rom. vi."” aspect of the Cross is a fundamental
necessity, together with the set purpose to fol-
low the Lamb of Calvary in these days in the
path of the Cross at all costs, loving not our
“lives’ even “unto death” (Rev. xii. 1I).
The victory of the God-Man at Calvary was not
only over sin, Satan and death as actual histori-
cal fact, but it was potentially for His Church,
which, on the Cross, was still hidden in Himself
as then unborn. Potentially His death was the

death of the race of fallen Adam. His flinging

off of the powers of Satan gathered around Him
was the flinging of them off for His Church, and
His triumph cry was the cry of victory for His
people yet unborn. The ATONING sacrifice of
the Cross makes a ‘Blood-sprinkled way into the
Presence of God for all who draw nigh unto God
through Him, but the IDENTIFICATION aspect of
the Calvary tragedy is the key to actual deliver-
ance of the Church—and each member of the
Church—from the world, the flesh and the devil,

* * *

What the God-man did potentially for His
yet unborn Church at Calvary, must be actually
wrought out in the Church by the Holy Spirit,
ere she reaches maturity and is fully conformed
toher ¢« Captain ” or ¢ File-Leader,” who opened
the way for her, in leading many sons unto glory.
Stage by stage the members of Christ forming
His Church must be conformed to the likeness
of His death, (1) in deliverence from the guilt
of sin because He bore our sins in His own body
on the tree; (2) in accounting the fallen Adam
put to death with Him (Rom. vi. 6) because,
crucified with Him, the believer is dead unto
sin judicially and actually as the reckonming is
maintained ; (3) in triumph over Satan and his
hosts, as united in spirit to the victorious Lord
they cry His cry of victory, and in the strength
of His indwelling Spirit  fling them off ” as they
press around the mortal bodies of those who
account themselves “ dead indeed unto sin,” and
« ALIVE unto God IN Christ Jesus.”

A7 mane X GEE * gpE
‘This latter aspect of conformity to the death
of Christ, is the “ warfare ’’ referred to in our

pages, and opened out in detail by the apostle

Paul as the climax experience of the members
of the Church of Christ in the “Church epistle”
to the Ephesians. But the pressing foes around
us cannot be “flung off ” by a cry of victory
if we do not know their disguises; or if through
guile and subtlety the spirit hosts break into the
earthen vessel and gain a’grip of it unknowingly,
even by misconceptions of the very truths con-
nected with the Cross which should be a message
of victory. (See page 41 in this issue). Let us
therefore press on to full growth and welcome
all the light God sends us that wé may appre-
hend in its fullest height, and depth, and breadth
and length the meaning of the Calvary victory.

Sons of the Cross.

Psalm lxxxiy.

The following poem was written by M.M. after reading the
message on ‘* Sons of the Cross,”* given on p. 39 of this issue.

ON of My Wine Press
S What wouldest thou ?
Love depths in Calvary,
Child, *‘ Draw out now."’

Son of My Wine Press,
I trod it alone,
Grief depths of Calvary,
Poured out for My own.
Son of My Wine Press,
My hand presses sore ;
But joy depths of Calvary
Are now in store.

Son of My Wine Press,

__Be poured ont for Me:;

The vintage isripening,
My Glory thou'lt see.

Son of My Wine Press,
Be pressed to My heart,

A little while suffering,
But never apart.

The Response.

Press me, my Father

Till it is indeed ** Not 1,”*
A broken empty vessel.

O use me, is my cry.

Press me | for souls are dying,
They need Thy wine of joy,
They need the streams from%alvary,
Oh, press out earth’s alloy.

Prets me beyond measure (2 Cor. i. 8).
But not beyond Thy heart.

Press me until Thy melting
Has made the tears to start.

Press me! The world is dying,
And longs to know Thy Name.
Press me. oh press me to Thy Cross,

Until I must ** Proclaim.’
Press me, Thou’rt coming quickly,
And souls are pressing in,
press to share Thy triumph,
Thy pressure, Lord, must win.

M.M. (Mary Marsh),
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“Joined to the Lord one Spirit.

By the

# The first man Adam became a living soul. The last
Adam . . a life-giving spirit. ... . The first man is of
the earth, earthy ; the second man is of heaven. As is
the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is

the heavenly, such are théy also that are heavenly. And -

as we have borne the image of the earthy, let us also bear
the image of the heavenly.”” 7 Cor. zv. 45-49, R.V.m.

. JOTICE the contrasts in this passage. The
N first man Adam—a LIVING SOUL; the
second Adam-—Christ—sa LIFE-GIVING
Seirrr. The first Adam of the earth—earthy ;
the second Adam of heaven—heavenly. The
contrast is not only between the first Adam and
Christ, but is applied to men. Those of the first

Adam are earthy, like him ; those who are of the

seeond Adam—the Lord from heaven—are like
Him potentially, and should become actually like
Him. The contrast is strong and clear. Soul
and spirit—a living soul, a life-giving Spirit ;
natural and spiritual; earthy, heavenly. The

personal application is seen in v. 49, “ Let us . .”"-

Let us be “heavenly.” There is a degree in the
Lhristian life where the great question is how,
by the spirit (Rom. viii. 13); to get victory over
the « flesh,” so as not to fulfil its desires; but
a8 the believer presses on to full growth, he finds

there is another degree of advance to be recog- -

nized. It is set forth in Heb. iv. 12, and
demands & division between ‘‘soul” and * spirit,”
and the need of discerning whether he walks
after the soul, or “after the spirit.” We can
walk after the soul unknowingly, if we do not
nnderstand the dividing of soul and spirit, and
the deep penetrating work accomplished by the
word of God, piercing to the ¢ joints and
nmarrow " of the inner life. '

This walking * after the spirit,” and not after
the *goul,” has to do with the prayer life, and
with a real life of victory, not merely over the
sins of the flesh, but over sririT roms. It is,
therefore, important to more clearly understand
the marks of the spirit life.

To understand tﬁe spirit life of the believer in

its stages, let us turn to the new

M“:ﬂ‘.lfrg'”“" birth as depicted in Johniii. Why

birth  from above ' ? A birth “ of the spirit "'?
It is because he became & fallen spirit. He fell
from the spirit into the flesh. (See Gen. vi. 38,
B.v.m,) Satan is a fallen spirit; and MaN 18 4
FALLEN SPIRIT 2ls0o, ONLY AN EMBODIED ONE.
Behind the Fall of man lies the Fall of Satan—
4 fallen spirit. Satan is a spirit, and he is
© *Address at Eocleston Hall Workers' Meeting.

does & man need a new birth—a -

Editor.*

separated from God by his fall, but he does not
cease to exist! Just as Satan fell from God, and
became a fallen spirit, falling into darkness and
alienation from God, yet did not cease to exist ;"
man, created with a spirit united to and in com-
munication with God, is also a fallen spirit,
separated from God, through the Fall, in dense
darkness, and goili& out into outer darkness (see
BEphes. iv. 18; Matt. xxv. 80), unless he is
regenerated through the death of Christ at
Calvary. Man is a fallen spirit, with darkness
in his spirit through his Fall, and outer darkness
is his portion for eternity if he does not turn to
God. With an immortal spirit he cannot cease -
to exist, any more than the fallen angels can.
Alas | no civilization and no culture of the intel- -
lect could repair the ruin of a fallen spirit. It
could only be redeemed, and brought back into
union with God by the atoning death and
cleansing blood of Him who died on Calvary—
God Himself in human form (Phill. ii. 6-9). -
The Gospel is the message of God, offering to
fallen man a new birth, which means & NEw
SPIRIT given, and the quickening of a new life. -
“That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” If
your spirit is brought out of darkness back to
God, and through identification with Him who
died on the Cross, joined to Him as a life-giving
Spirit, then you should keenly seek to walk
after the spirit (Gal. v. 25), so that, partaking of
the life-giving power of the Risen Lord, he is
able through your spirit to pour forth life-giving
power. (See John vii. 38.) Itis of little avail’
that we reach the intellect with mental know-
ledge of truth unless the quickening life of God
penetrates to the fallen spirit of man. .
Join to the sentence ‘a life-giving Spirit " a
sentence in 1 Cor. vi. 17, “ He

"Joinedto rmar 18 jomNEp To TEE LOED 18
e Lor "
one spirit.”” ONE SPIRIT. How does the

spiritual fact embodied in the
words JOINED ONE SPIRIT TO A LIFE-GIVING
SeIRIT come about in the life of a believer ? By
e Cross. Read Romans viii. 4, “Ye also
were made dead to the law through the Body of
Christ. . . . Here we have IDENTIFICATION.
“Ye were made dead . . . TEROUGH the body
of Christ,” 4.e., Christ’s body died on the Cross,
and the believer identified with Him in tbat
death is *“ made dead " in the purpose of God to
all that Cbrist then died to. Then we read of
the objective of the identification fact: * THaT
ye should be JOINED TO ANOTHER, even to Him



‘Who was raised from the dead . . .”” The word
“ Him ” speaks of & Person. " The identification
is with the dead body; the *joining™ is to a
Living Person who is a life-giving Spirit. The
! joining "’ is therefore & joining of SPIRIT, on
the basis of, and as the result of identification
with Christ in His death on the Cross. The
believer must, therefore, hold the fact of his

- death with Christ in steady faith as the ground
.of his spirit union with the Risen Lord. Dead

to the law through His body—His body hung
upon the Cross—identified with Him on the

ross that the renewed spirit may be joined to
Him, the life-giving Spirit. .

What has this to do with your daily life?
EBoverything | Every obstacle must be removed
which hinders Christ, the Life-giving Spirit,
giving you victorious power for overcoming all
things in this world. He triumphed over death
on the Cross—a Life-giving Spirit; He triumphed
over Saten on the Cross—a Life-giving Spirit ;
and your power for conquest lies in Him as the
Life-giving Spirit to Whom you are joined in one
spirit. The practical need is to know how to act
out this fact day by day. We must have a divine
force in our innermost centre of life to enable us
to live in victory.

As we have seen, the joining of the believer to
the Lord from heaven is a joining of spirit. The
spirit 18 the organm of divine revelation. Through
your spirit, the Lord works as a Life-giving
Spirit. Your human sﬁirit has to be made strong
for victory. Through the spirit He enables us
to know His will, as through it He illuminates
the mind with His light—the proof that all such
revelation through the spirit to the mind is of
God, being found in its harmony with the written
Word. The Holy Spirit, in the man’s spirit,
illuminating the *eyes of the understanding *’
must of necessity be of one accord, with His
illumination of the minds of those who ¢ spake
as they were moved ” by the Spirit of God.

How tremendously important then it is for us

to understand the human spirit in

Ilf"wgl‘di‘ us, which is the organ of the

iongtite | Spirit of God, and through which

pirit and mind. N . o e

Christ, the Life-giving Spirit, by
the power of the Holy Ghost, enables us to
triumph, and to know His will. Let us, there-
fore, turn to God’s Word, and see what is said
about the spirit of man, and its various charac-
teristics, so that we may intelligently under-
stand how God works in the human spirit and
what are the conditions in which the spirit is
able to be used of God. No wonder many are
confused about God’'s will, because the mind—
that is the mental intelligence—is not the part of
the man with which God communicates directly.
The will of God in its fundamental principles,
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may be mentally apprehended as found in the-
Secriptures; but the believer personally under--
stands what the will of the Lord is for him, in
fellowship with God through the organ of his.
spirit, safeguarded. by its being in accord with
the written Word. But the spirit is ignored by
many believers because they are unconscious.
that they have a * spirit.” onsequently, they
walk after the mind ; after their circumstances ;:
after the voices of men ; after what their friends
say, but not *“ AFTER THE SPIRIT.”

In considering some of it characteristics, let

us note that the human spirit is
Some  capable of suffering. There is a
2’}“;22‘:"1.’:‘.;“ suffering of nerves, there is a
P suffering in the mind, there is a
sufferingin the exterior man—the outer man—but
it is very very deep when it is suffering in spirit.
The suffering of the Israelites in Egypthad become-
acute, and at its extremest limit they * could not
hearken " to the message of deliverance from.
Moses ‘“for anguish of spirit.” The spirit of
mean is also capable of sorrow. Hannah had
that when she said, * I am a woman of a sorrow-
ful spirit.” She did not even say, “ My heart is
wrung,” but *“ I am of a sorrowful spirit.”

Then Isaiah speaks of being ¢ grieved in spirit "’
(Isa. liv. 6). The spirit is capable of being
grieved and being wounded. There is & wound
to the heart, when the affections are touched,
but & wound to the spirit reaches the innermost
being. Bo Solomon says in his proverbs, « A
wounded spirit who can bear.” It is when the-
spirit suffers that men become ¢ spiritual
through suffering, for the outer man then
becomes rent, to make way for the life of God.
‘When the spirit is wounded, it seems as if soul
and body were wrenched, or dislocated, or, as it
were, “ racked.” Such experiences occur with.
many of us, but we do not know how to discern
their.causes. That is why we are so slow to-
understand God, and how to minister true com-
fort or help to His people. 'We may give them
beautiful visions of spiritual things, but there-
may be & wounded spirit, which only true

iritual knowledge or light can remove. When:
the spirit is wounded, the outer man, so to-
speak, * collapses,’” or goes to pieces : the mind
cannot think, the body may be prostrate. Oh,
the wounded spirits among God’s people, getting:
no light or help anywhere, and God finding few
instruments ‘able to say, ‘ there is lifting up.”

Isaish used the expression, ‘“a spirit of
heaviness.” This has to do with the spirit. It
is not when your heart or your mind is “heavy,”
but when your spirit is weighted with a spirit of
heaviness, that the * spring” goes out of the
walk and disappears from the life.

In the Psalms David speaks quite olearly
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:about his soul, as distinet from his spirit. * My
.spirit was overwhelmed,” he exclaims. What
.overwhelms the spirit ? This occurs, surely,
when the surging seas around us at last reach
the spirit. In another place he says, *my
.spirit fainteth.” We should be able to discern
between soul and spirit, and know when our
human spirit becomes a channel for the grief of
:the Holy Spirit. The Lord is often *“ wounded
in the house of His friends,” and so, quite apart
:from your own concerns, a wound comes into
your spirit, when it is joined to Christ, and is
-one spirit with him.

These are just a few glimpses into the charac-
teristics of the spirit-life. 'When we each under-
-stand the various activities in the buman spirit
we shall more keenly be able to read the mind
-of the Lord by what is taking place in our spirit.
Let us consider the characteristics of a spirit
-experimentally joined to Christ. Firstly, it is
always contrite—* He saveth such as be of &
-contrite spirit.” How can the human spirit
reflact or co-work with the movements of the
spirit of Christ if it is haughty ? It must be &
-spirit without a trace of pride in it—so contrite
that there is no ‘‘stiffness” in it; always
.melted, pliable, and tender.

From this we may gather the importance of
paying attention to the state of the

The,,m'e spirit. The smallest. element of
the spirit. hardness in the spirit has no

correspondence with Him. It
‘must always be contrite ; not content with a
“repentance’’ .now and then, but lkving in a
-state of contrition, where sorrow springs forth in
.& moment over the slightest thing in life or action
-contrary to the Spirit of Christ. This means, if
:someone tells you truthfully that you have done
wrong, your ¢ contrite spirit’’ melts, and says,
:spontaneously and genuinely, *“ I am sorry I”.
This contrite spirit is necessary because,
-although we be * joined to the Lord, one spirit,”
we are not thereby made infallible in action, for
“the spirit may be right, yet the mind lack know-
dedge to do the right. Therefore, a contrite
:8pirit is always open to quickly recognize the
-smallest thing in the sight of others, which may
‘e unlike the Lord, through lack of knowledge
in the mind. A4 comtrite spirit! God saveth
the contrite, but He cdnnot save any others;
‘they will not be saved. Do you watch the
-condition of your spirit, or are you concerned
about how you act in the sight of others ? If
you will take care of your spirit, there will be
more cautiousness in your actions, because the
:8pirit, sensitive to the monitions of the Holy
‘8pirit, will be giving increasing light to the
‘mind, and deepening power to walk worthy of
God in the daily life. e o

God looks at the spirit. He is not looking ‘so.
.. much at what you are doing, as to
Fighting with how you do it. What is thespirit
g s;f:_‘;;"& at the back ? You MAY DO RIGHT
o IN A WBONG WAY. . You may fight
for God with a wrong spirit. That means failure.
You may *drive” other people, and think you
are doing God’s work. ow will you know if
your spirit is wrong? This is the test: God is
in our spirit, and, to be one spirit with Him,
there must be a broken and contrite spirit,
always broken—broken in the sense that it is
not stiff, hard, haughty, proud, hasty. Then,
we have ‘“ a humble spirit” in Prov. xvi. 19. If
the spirit is truly joined to Christ, one spirit, it
must correspond to Him and His spirit. He
had & humble spirit ?

We will refer to three more quealities of the
spirit. ¢ Fervent in spirit” (Acts xviil. 25). A
*‘meek spirit’’ (1 Cor. iv. 21). A spirit without-
« guile "’ (Psalm xxxii. 2). * Blessed is the man
in whose spirit there is no guile.” How can you
be joined to Christ, ‘* one spirit,” if there is any
guile in your spirit? There is also a ¢ strong
spirit.” If the spirit can faint, it can also be
strong ; if the spirit can be wounded, it can be
whole ; if the spirit can be weak, it can be
strong.

Now God's strength is imparted to us in the
spirit, but we often ‘want Him to

Th{ SPi";" the gtrengthen us in body apart from
dst‘:-::;th? our spirit. We say, “I want to

feel strong!” DButlet us under--
stand that all that God does for us is done
through the channel of the spirit, and that through
the spirit He will energize us and strengthen us
—even quickening our mortal body according to
Rom. viii. 11. God gives us energy from ‘oiir
gpirit to become strong in mind (2 Tim. i. 7) and
in body, for the express puspose of the mind and
body being in full use. Our idea is often that
God does things for us that we may be spared
doing them ; but, on the contrary, God energizes
the spirit to enable us to work. If we do not
work with our hands, work that must be done
by the hands, it would never be’ accomplished,
no matter how much we pray. When the
engines of a ship are going strong by the power
of the steam, the wheels of the ship keep pacé.
Moreover, the helm of the ship must be steadily
set against storm and obstacles to -its course,
notwithstanding the power of the steam. There
is need that we keep the will set when the
attacks of the powers of darkness are upon us,
impeding our course. The will must insist on & -
direct course, saying It is God's will that I do
this or that, therefore, I steadily choose to do
right,”” and at the back of the will God’s grace and
gtrength will be found to fulfil His will. Are your*
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wills set to do. God’s will, without asking Him
to work miracles to save you from acting.
Finally, since the spirit is the organ through

which all the Spirit power of God -

E"“";ﬁfi‘fﬂ"’ comes into the beﬁieve];"? life, it is
e easy to see why the whole purpose

H.'e Pt of the enemy };s designed to get

- you to live in the soul-life, and to quench your
spirit. The forces of darkness can flood -the
body with all kinds of feelings, flood the mind
with all kinds of thoughts, and between * feel-
ings " of the body and irresponsible thoughts of
the mind, confuse the believer so that he loses

" power to discern the sense of his spirit. The
powers of darkness know that we need to under-
stand how to read our spirit, if the spirit is to be
kept dominant and triumphant, so their designs
are against that. In this spirit conflict, there-
fore, we must refuse entirely to be guided by
_feelings, or by stray thoughts in the mind. The
. -will of God is not generally made known by a
- *‘flagh "’ of thought, but by His Spirit moving
from the centre shrine of the spirit to a quiet
opening of a quickened perception of the mind.
So many think that any thoughts which come
into the mind, when they are praying, are given
to them from God. They say afterwards, “1
have taken such and such a course, and I believe
I have done right, because I have prayed about
-it”; as if ** praying over it " made it right. The
fact that you have sought God’s will does not

mean that yow have discovered it by the things .

which come to your mind. God’s will is known
in your spirit a8 you stand in union with Christ.
.- But for this, as we recognize the joining to
the Lord, and learn how to keep the spirit open
“to Him, we must see to it that the spirit is not
_erushed. How can the Holy Spirit illuminate
the mind with clear light if the spirit is in heavi-
. mess ? If the spirit is wounded there will also
be difficulty in discovering God's will about a
. thing, because the suffering dulls the spirit sense.
If there is, too, the slightest trace of hardness in
the spirit, it will hinder the understandingof
God’'s will. The spirit must be as unbiassed as
‘the mind. Any “wounds " which may come to
‘the spirit should come from within, that is, from
fellowship with Him as he is being wounded in
this world of pain and grief to Him. Anchored
with Christ within the veil, eternity and God are
more real than outer things, and you see from
'God’s view-point. It does not help to #magine
yourself there. That would be a false strain;
‘but as_you hold to your death with Christ to
‘sin ‘and to the world, you will become stablished
-in true oneness of spirit with Him who is a Life-
“giving Spirit. .
| Address does not deal with the *Oleansing of the

R gﬂt " (@ Oor. vil, 1)." See  The outflow which brings revival,’
. Overcomer, August, 1912, page 116. Bound vol.] re val

Light on the Word.

The distinctions between soul and spirit.
Gleanings from Schofield s Bible.
¢ That the human soul and spirit are not identical is
proved by the facts that they are divisible (Heb. iv. 12),
and that soul and spirit are sharply distinguished in the
burial and resurrection of the body. Itis sown anatural
body (soma psuchikon—¢* soul-body’’), it is raised a

"spiritual body' (soma pneumatikon), 1 Cor. xv. 44. To
‘assert, therefore, that there is no difference between soul

and spirit is to assert that there is no difference between
the mortal body and the resurrection body. In Scripture
use, the distinction between spirit and soul may be traced.
Briefly, that distinction is that the spirit is that part of
man which * Anows " (z Cor. ii. 11), his mind; the sou}
is the seat of the affectsons, desives, and so of the emotions,
and of the active will, the self. ** My soul is exceeding
sorrowful" (Mt. xxvi. 38; see also Mt. xi. 29 and John
xii, 27).. The word translated ““soul” in the O.T.
(nephesh) is the exact equivalent of the N.T. word for
soul (Gr. psuche), and the use of ‘‘soul” in the O.T. is
identical with the use of that word in the N.T. (see e.g.,
Deut. vi. 5, xiv. 26; 1 Sam. xviii. 1; xx. 4, 17; Job. vii.
11, 15, xiv. 22 ; Psa. xlii. 6, Ixxxiv. 2). The N.T. word
for spirit (pnewma), like the O.T. vuach, is translated * air,"’
*¢ breath,” ‘¢ wind,’ but predominently * spirit,"” whether
of God (e.g., Gen. i. 2, Mt iii. 76) or of man (Gen. xli. 8,
1 Cor. v. 5). Because man is '* spirit ’’ he is capable of
God-consciousness, and of communication® with God
(Job xxxii. 8, Psa. xviii. 28, Prov. xx. 27); because he is
‘“soul "' he has self-consciousness (Psa. xiii. 2, xlii. 5, 6,
11) ; because he is ¢ body "' he has, through his senses,.
world-consciousness. §

‘ Because of Thee.”

Dedicated to the memory of that sweet singer of Calvary, Mary Marsh,.
who fell in Jesus on the ,very day that these verses were bei

penned.—4 S.
** My soul shall live because of Thee.,”” (Gen. xii. '13.1
* They overcame him, because of the Blood of the Lamb.’”
(Rev. xit. 11, R.V.)

Y heart is glad and sings for joy to-day,
M Because of Thee | )
For Thou, Lord Laus. art my strength and stay ;.
On Thee 1 lean, Beloved, all the way,
And know the Father hears me when %Pray.
Because of Calvary—because of Thee !

My ransomed soul shall live for evermore,
Because of Thee! -

The Lamb of God my dark transgressions bore ;-

He drank the Cup of Wrath and Judgment sore..

And now the bitterness of Death is o'er,

of Calvary—b of Theel
Ob, let my life be beautiful and bright,
Because of Thee |

For though I walk midst phantoms of the night.

By fait]l% keep my Father full in sight,

And learn to love the darkness as the light,
Because of Calvary—because of Thee

Teach me to spurn the Tempter's prize of Fame,.
Because of Thee | .
To face the howling flood and hungry flame,
To share the fellowship of Jesu's shame,
And be a faithful martyr for Thy Name,
Because of Calvary—because of Thee
: A.S.D., Chrisimas Day, 1912.
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- The _Spir_it_ual Life.

Sons of the Cross.*

** For the chief musician ; set to the Gatieth. A Psalm of
the sons of Korah.” (Title of Psaim lxxxiv.)

HE Rev. C. H. Pridgeon, of U.8.A,, gives
some helpful renderings of these words
in the title of Psalm lxxxiv. Speaking on

the sixth verse of the Psalm, *“ Who passing
through the Valley of Baca make it & well,” the
preacher pointed out the suggestiveness of the
title, “ Upon Gitteth ” in its meaning of *con-
cerning the wine-presses,” this signifying that the
_ Psalm was probably sung at the time the wine
was_being pressed out of the grapes. The
words, too, ‘ A Psalm for the sons of Korah,”
are equally instructive, for ¢ the word Korah is
about equivalent to our word Calvary—the
place of a skull. Spiritually therefore, these
‘ sons of Korah ’ may be termed the ¢ sons of the
Cross.” Some of the ancients so read these
words . . .” Summarizing these points the
psalm may therefore be said to be a psalm
written for the use of the **sons of the Cross,”
who are passing through the wine-press in’the
Valley of Baca. ‘

4 psalm for the Valley of Baca ! A psalm to
sing in the wine-press! Only “sons of the
Cross” can sing in the wine-press, for they
know the secret of the ways of God, that out of
death comes life ; out of suffering, heavenly joy;
out of nothingness, -the very fulness of God.
. Therefore they see not the wine-press and the
Cross, in their outward pein and loss as men
see them, but from the view-point of the
“ tabernacles of the Lord of Hosts ""—from the
sanctuary of the heart of God—and they can
sing in- the wine-press when they see the
“wine” of the life of heaven pressed out of
them in life-blessing to the souls of men, and
know that He who trod the wine-press alone for
- their sakes is satisfied.

A PBALM TO SING IN THE WINE-PREss | And
what do they sing? ¢ How lovely are
tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts (r.v.m.). My soul
. longeth—yea even fainteth—for the courts of
the Lord.” When earth is darkest in the wine-
press, then heaven is opened and God becomes
all in all. And they sing—these sons of the
Cross—of the blessedness of the one whose
strength is in God, and not in circumstances, or
“earth-born helps and props. The Hebrew word
means ‘‘ might ” or “ endurance.” * Blessed is
.the man whose ¢ might "—or power of endurance
—is in TeEe!” “ Behold, we count them
“happy which endure,” writes the Apostle. * Ye

*From * The Olimax of the Risen Life,” cloth 1/- net, Overcomer
P Office, quler Road, L'eieeaﬁer./ ’

have heard of the endurance of Job, and have
seen the end of the Lord’ (James v. 11, a.v.
and Rr.v.). Yes, happy Job, that he bad strength
to endure until the hour came when his captivity
was turned, and he received of the Lord ¢ twice
as much as he had before.”” For the “end of
the Lord " is double for.all the pain of the wine-
press, and the length of the time in the wine-press

_valley is the measure of (1) the power of

endurance which the soul has in God, and (2)
the foreshadowing of the ¢ double” which will
come forth in wine-press blessing to others.

AND THEY 8ING ; yes, they sing, these sons of
the Cross, when they find that in the wine-press
their hearts have been * melted like wax in the
midst ”’ of them (Psalm xxii, 14), like their Lord
upon His Cross, and how in the melting the old
limitations have passed away, and their once
closed hearts have become * high-ways to Zion "
for others seeking after God. No longer are they
closed to the sorrows of others, shut up in
narrow bounds of sympathy and love, but enlarged
and open to the needs of a dying world, for
* whoso seeth his brother hath need, and shutteth
up his heart of compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him ?” (1 John iii.
17, Alford). -

Oh, the closed hearts among the people of
God | Oh, the high walls over which none can
leap, surrounding their sympathy and love! It
is worth the wine-press to have the exterior of
the “grape ’’ bruised and broken, if thereby the
*wine " of the love of God can be freed in its
outlet to a world needing more sympathy than
preaching, more love than law. Blessed is he
“in whose heart are the highways to Zion " for
& needy world, whose heart is open to.all in need
of God, to enter, and tramp, tramp through it to
Zion—yea, even unto God. . :

But more than all, the ¢ sons of theCross”
can sing in the wine-press valley, because there

they find' that they themselves have become: &

“ place of springs ** for the water of life to others.
They have sought with earnest longings to be
channels for *rivers of living water " to flow
out to others, and they have ‘ believed "’ and
‘ believed,” according to the letter of the Word
John vii. 88), but still these “rivers” did not
ow. At last the secret was revealed by  the
Providence of God. They found themselves one
day in the wine-press valley, and then the rivers
flowed! It was an hour when all men seemed
to trample with their feet these ** grapes” in
the wine-press of God, when lo, a spring of
Divine love, pure as crystal and sweet with the
sweetness of heaven, opened in their hearts to
the trampling souls, and they knew that they
were in the ‘‘place of springs’—the heart of
‘God. Yesa, the heart of God revealed: in the
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heart of Christ upon the Cross of Calvary.

“ If Thou art the Son of God, come down Jrom
the Cross,” they cried, “ Come down from the
Cross.” Come out of the wine-press | Nay,
how then shall others be saved ? How then
shall the life of God be given to the souls of
men ? Even thus must the * sons of the
Cross " follow the Lamb into the wine-press of
Calvary, if through them shall be given the
*“ wine " of the life of Christ to a dying world.

The Psalmist speaks of only & “ passing
through ” from time to time, as the * sons of
the Cross * press on in following the Lamb; but
a8 the Divine life is increagingly imparted, and
Divine strength is given, those who know the
* place of springs " rejoice each time they are

- counted worthy to be given the wine-press joy—

yea, the joy of the Lamb, Who on nearing His
Cross could say to His little company of sorrow-
ing friends : ““ My joy I give unto you.” The
joy which was set before Him, for which He
could endure the Cross and despise the shame ;

the joy which can only be known in seeing

Calvary from the heart of God ; from the view-
point of heaven. :

These souls, who thus know the wine-press
valley as a place of springs, go from “ stren
to strength,” or (Hebrew) * foree to force,” and
“every one of them appeareth before God in
Zion.” Yes, in New Testament language, every
one of them emerge into that hidden Life with
Christ in God, for these are the overcomers ’’
who are “ lifted above all ” by the loss of all!
From ‘force to force” they go, through 'the
wine-press valleys ; more and more losing the
earth-life, as they are driven on out of extremity
into resources which are to be found alone in
God; more and more detached from all that
earth holds dear, to dwell in the heavens with
the reigning Lord.

This conformity to the Son of God in His path
of the Lamb, is the purpose of the Pentecostal
fulness of the Spirit, rather than the ‘“signs and
wonders " which dazzle the eyes of men. “Ye
shall receive power to be martyrs " was the pro-
isge of the Risen Lord to His disciples, and this
surely means in one aspect that just as ‘* through

the Eternal Spirit” He offered Himself to God,

8o all His followers would need the power of the
Holy Ghost to follow Him and be conformed to
His image—the image of a Lamb.

There are two spheres of service which follow

'the'lmowledge of the fulness of the Holy Spirit

—the one of mighty ‘“ works,” and the other of
being a life-channel for the life of God to uicken
other souls. The one is the result of oing,"”
and the other of suffering. The one stage may
be likened in the life of Christ to .Hig mighty
works after the baptism in J ordan, and the other

to the result of His poured-out life at Calvary.
The Cross may be the “ terminus ” in the experi-
ence of the believer, in the sense of death with
Christ to sin and the world ; but as that “fer-
minus " attitude of death with Christ is main-
tained by faith and obedience, the believer is
led on by the Spirit into a fellowship with
his Lord, that His life may be poured forth in
springs of life to needy souls.

It is of the deepest importance that we co-
operate with the Spirit of God in the stage of
the Divine life into which He has brought us.
It is possible to be turned back in our spiritual -
progress by seeking an experience which may
look more advanced than the path indicated by
the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. iv. 10-12. The
purpose of God in the believer is not to
make him so much a powerfully-used instrument,
a8 to bring forth in him the fullest manifestation
of Christ in every aspect of His character, and
this can only be done in the wine-press valley
of fellowship with His sufferings. He was
‘ erucified through weakness,” and there were
no mighty signs and wonders wrought by Him
to thrill the multitude at Calvary, but, in His
weakness and Lamb-silence in suffering and His
poured-out life, He did more for the world than
when He healed the sick and cast out demons
in Galilee. Oh, that this pure and lovely pattern
may be unveiled to the eager children of God at
this time, who areseeking intensely whatthey term
“God’'s best.” This likeness of the Liord will
not be wrought in us by * visions " of Calvary,
nor by sudden and mystical experiences of
entering into the sufferings of His Cross, but by
the daily and hourly cmoosiNg oF THE WILL OF
GOD IN THE DISCIPLINE OF LIFE: the * answer. .
ing not again ” when accused of many things;
the hidden and silent path of sacrifice unknown
to men ; the doing good and suffering for it as
evil-doers worthy of death. . . .

THE Apostles were gathored at the Last Supper. Wit extraordinary
unconsciousness of the awful tragedy at hand, they were assuming and
discussing the entrance and rank of each in the Kingdom of Messiak's glory
while on the very brink of an open denial of Christ, and the pablic apostasy of
: when suddenly, without a #'s warning, our Lord turns on Peter
~**Siman, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that ke may sift
ou as wheat; but I have prayed for thes, that thy faith fail not** (Lake xxii,
31). The appalling peril in which the Church of Christ stands af this
momant is, I believe, second to none in her entire history : the more 20 as some
of our noblest evangelists are answering with Peter—""Lord, I am reads to go
with Thee to prison and to death.” when I observe (lst me say it tenderly)
that they are not ready to part with wealth, or reputation, or social caste, or
denominational prestige, much less with life—all ious of the i
seril of every disciple both now and at the Judgment Seat of Christ. If
eder we needed messengers of warning, it is now: men willing to let the
grave of their own reputation be a second resurrestion of Jesus Christ: men
who, having first mastered with excessive care exactly what God ~says,
will then put their lips to the Siloer Trumpets with blast that no man shall
stay.  **Simon, Simon''—it is the rousing cry of Christ to the whole
Charch of God—"'Satan hath desired to have sou, but I have trayed for
thee" OR, for such an intensity for God's Church! .
. . D. M.*Penton.
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The Word of Truth.

Misconceptions and their Danger.*

HIS condition of passivity may come about
T by wrong interpretations of truth, even
the truth of ¢ death with Christ,” as set
forth in Romans vi. and Galatians ii. 20, when
it is carried beyond the true balance of the Word
of God. God calls upon true believers to
« reckon " themselves ¢ dead indeed unto sin,”
also to the evil seli-life, even in a religious or
¢t holiness ' form ; that is, the life which came
from the first Adam, the old creation. This DoES
NOT MEAN A DEATH TO THE HUMAN PERSONALITY,
for Paul said “Yet I live,” although ¢ Christ
liveth in me!” There is a retention of the
personal being—the ego, the will, the personality
—which is to be dominated by the Spirit of God,
as He energizes the man’s individuality, held by
him in ** self-control ” (Gal. v. 23, m.).

In the light of the misconception of the truth
of ¢ death with Christ” as CONCEIVED TO MEAN
PASSIVITY, and SUPPRESSION OF THE ACTIONS OF
THE PERSONALITY of the man, it is now easy to
see why the apprehension of the truths con-
nected with Romans vi. 6, and Galatians ii. 20,
have been the prelude, in some cases, fo super-
natuval manifestations of the powers of darkness.
"The believer, through the misconception of these
truths, has actually fulfilled the primary con-
ditions for the working of evil spirits, the very
.conditions understood by spiritist mediums to
. be necessary for obtaining the manifestations
they desire. In ‘such cases it may be said that
truth is the devil’s fulerum for launching his lies.

So far as Romans vi. is understood to be a
-momentary declaration of an attitude to sin;
and Galatians ii. 20 another declaration of an
attitude to God; and 2 Cor. iv. 10-12 and. Phil.
iii. 10 the out-working of the Spirit of God in
bringing the believer into actual conformity to
the death of Christ as he maintains his declared
attitude—the powers of darkness are defeated;
for the momentary declared attitude demands
ACTIVE VOLITION, and ACTIVE CO-OPERATION with
the Risen Lord, and AOTIVE ACCEPTANCE of the
path of the Cross. But when these truths are
interpreted to mean (1) a loss of personality; (2
an absence of volition and self-control, and (3;
the passive letting go of the * I myself” into &
.condition of machine-like, mechanical, automatic
“ obedience,” with ‘*deadness '’ and heaviness,
which the believer thinks is ¢ mortification "’ or
“ the working of death” in him; it makes the

‘truth of death with Christ a fulfilling of con-

-ditions for evil spirits to work, and an absence

*We give this extract from * War on the 8aints " in response
. to request of a reader,

of conditions upon which God can alone work;
so that “supernatural manifestations,” taking
place. on the BASIS OF PASSIVITY, CAN HAVE NO
OTHER SOURCE THAN THE LYING SPIRITS, how-
ever beautiful and God-like they may appear.

This counterfeit of spiritual *death” may
take place in regard to spirit, soul or body ; and
how the truth of death with Christ can be
misconstrued, and be made the cause for evil
spirits to obtain the ground of passivity, may be
exampled in some of the following ways :—

1. Passivity caused by misconception of self-
effacement: Under the conception of surrender
of self to God, as meaning self-effacement, seli-
renunciation, and, practically, self-annihilation,
the believer aimed at unconsciousness of (1)
personality, (2) personal needs, (8) personal
states, feelings, desires, external appearances,
circumstances, discomforts, opinions of others,
etc., so as to be *conscious’ of God only
moving, working, acting through him. To this
end he gave over his ‘“self-consciousness” to
“ death,” and prayed that he might have no
consciousness of anything in the world, but the
presence of God. Then, to carry out this abso-
Iute surrender of self to death, and this entire
self-eftacement, he consistently, in practice,
«“ yields to death " every trace of the movement
of self* he becomes aware of, and sets his will
steadily to renounce all consciousness of personal
wishes, desires, tastes, needs, feelings, etc. All
this appears to be so ‘ self-sacrificing” and
« gpiritual,” but results in an ENTIRE SUPPRES-
SION OF PERSONALITY, and the giving of ground
to evil spirits in a passivity of the whole being.
This permits the powers of darkness to work,
and bring abbut an * unconsciousness” which
in time becomes a deadness and dullness of the
sensibilities, and an inability to feel—not only
for himself, but for others—so as not to- know
when they suffer, and when he himself causes
suffering.

As this conception of self-effacement, and loss
of self-consciousness is contrary to the believer's
full use of the faculties, which the Spirit of God
requires for co-operation with Him, evil spirits
gain ground on the basis of this deception about
«death.” The misconception of what death
means in practice, was really part of their
« teachings,” subtlely suggested, and received
by the man who was ignorant of the possibilit
of deception, over what looked like devoted, -
whole-hearted surrender to God. The *teach-
ings of demons” can, therefore, be BASED ON
rrUTH, under the guise of misconception, or
mis-interpretation of the truth, whilst the believer
is honestly holding the truth itself.

* Which he conceives to be his own action as & person.
(To be continued.)
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‘The . School of Prayer:
o and The Lord's Watch.

;'58 watchful with all persever. in prayer 1l the saints. . . "
o watelfa e ance in pray ﬁgﬁnu. :l’.“;;.&Con:bcarc.

The Lord's Watch.
Extyacts from Letiers to Corvespondents.

. . . Itis perfectly true: light brings conflict, and no
power can be given without the exercise thereof.
‘Wrestling with the rulers of this world’s darkness is a
‘personal experience. I.can quite understand Mrs. Z. not
agreeing with the truths in the Overcomer, with regard to
.the tactics of the adversary. That is an evidence of the
deception of which I have written. It is probable that

.the brain-pressure, of which you speak, has its origin from

spiritual causes, through natural avenues; and it is
essential in prayer to note whether to pray for healing or

_ deliverance. The woman, bound by an evil spirit, was

not healed but * loosened * by our Lord " (Luke xiii. 12).
. = * * ) .
*“. . . Continue to turn every thought concerning your
son into prayer. I am sure that, as a mother, your mind
must be full of his necessities. It would be an inexpres-
sible blessing to him, if all these thoughts were: turned
into supplications on his behalf. In this way you would
soon cultivate that spirit of intercessory prayer which is
advocated in the Word of God. Pray as you think."

» . »

‘* There is a danger now of becoming intermittent in

_ prayer on your brother's behalf. Having been born of

the Spirit, he is now open to spirit attack, and needs the
garrison of prayer, that he may be kept in the midst of
spirit enemies. His physical weakness will be taken
advantage of, in order tbat his communion with God
‘may be destroyed. Watch the direction of your prayers,
-and above all things pray for him whenever he is pre-

_sented to your mind ; for that may be the moment of his
* need." - '

* . x

1 feel sure from what you tell me, that the main
causes of your friend's mental condition are spiritual in

“their origin. The only way in which restraining power

‘may be brought to bear is, that through praye¥ you your-
‘sef must be conscious of victory in your spirit. If you
are depressed, or allow Satan to attack your faith in God,
‘then the measure of your depression will be the measure

* ‘of the weakness of your:prayer for the one for whom you
‘are praying. I do not think it of much use talking to her,
but when you see these symptoms of restlessness, ask God

to.rebuke the evil spirit which is possessing her. ‘As you
‘hold in prayer and faith to victory in Christ Jesus, you will
‘become conscious of a restraint ultimately leading. to

- deliverance. It may be that the prayer-power needs
-strengthening. . Daniel, when met with problems of the
-king’s dream, called in the co-operation of his three

companions, that they might beseech the mercy of God
concerning the matter. If you, therefore, know of one
who can co-operate with you in prayer, it would be to
your advantage, and to the benefit of your sister.’

*If prayer has been intermittent ; if during periods of
improvement, prayer has been in any way relaxed; then
I can understand these intermittent attacks. There is a.
restraining power in prayer which is often mistaken for
complete victory. The giving way to intemperance is not.
the basis of the evil, but the outward expression of some-
thing that is far more deeply seated. Pray that God
would reveal to her the ground upon which Satan stands,
in order that she may be delivered from his hateful
bondage. Pray in detail, dealing with the whole circum-
ference within the household circle. Pray that all
hindrances to her reclamation may be destroyed as the
work of Satan, on 1 John iii. 8; that such friends may
surround ber that may be helpful in their ministry; that
such love may be shown towards her that will create an
atmosphere of, not only holiness in language and ex--
pression, but holiness in reality—in the presence of’
which Satan loses his power to work his devastating will.”"

' J.c.w.

Aids to Prayer.

Petitions drawn from *“War on the Saints.”

Many have found a difficulty in expressing prayer,.
particularly in regard to new light gained at meetings. The:
following suggestions for prayer are given to show how
all we hear, or read, may be turned into prayer. The same
.principle applies to reading the Scriptures, the Overcomer,
or any book containing light on the truths of God. It
will be noticed that in this instance the prayers are com-
posed of deductions made from the text of the book
‘“War on the Saints,”” from which an extract and page:
reference is given. .

“X 'V JALKING ‘after the Spirit’ and ‘ mind--
\X/ ing the Spirit’ does not only mean
mind and body subservient to the

Spirit, but the man’s own spirit co-operating-
with the Holy Spirit in the daily life and all the
occasions of life. To do this, the believer needs.
to know the laws of the spirit; not only the
conditions necessary for the Holy Spirit’s work-.
ing, but the laws governing his own spirit, so
that it may be kept open to the Spirit of God.
When the Holy Spirit takes the spirit of man as.
His sanctuary evil spirits attack the spirit

.(buman) to get it out of control . . [the believer]

needs to know that because he is spiritual his.
spirit is open to two forces of the spirit realm,

_and if he thinks that only the Holy Spirit can

influence him in the spiritual sphere he is sure
to be misled . . The believer must know what.
is gpirit, and how to give heed to the demands
of the spirit, and not to quench it . . . should

‘be able to read his spirit, and know at once when

it is out of co-operation with the Holy Spirit . . .

-He should know when his spirit is in the right

position . . . (1) depressed (i.e., crushed or:

“down "'); (2) in poise and calm control; ®3)
drawn out beyond ¢ poise,’ when it is in strain,.
* driven, or in flight.” Pages 216, 217, 218, 219.
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I Pray—

That I may know my spirit, and be instructed in
the laws governing my own spirit, in order that I may
‘keep it open to the Spirit of God and close it against
everything from every other realm.

That I may know what is spirit, and how to give heed
- $0 the demands of the spirit.

That I may be instructed in the reading of my own
spirit and know when it is depressed, in poise and calm
sontrol, in strain, driven, or in flight, .

That I may know how to receive the Holy Spirit’'s
‘guidance through my spirit and mind, and be able to
reject the guidance of another spirit. :

That I may know how to ** walk after the spirit ’’ and
-+ mind the things of the spirit."

Thet 1 may know, in experience, when my spirit is
acting in co-operation with the Holy Spirit, and when
not. ‘ )

: And what I pray for myself I pray for the

whole Chuvch of God. .. “p,”

+ To the Lord's praying ones.

To obtain the co-operation in prayer of the Prayer Force among
our readers, is the purpose of the foilowing petitions, which we give
relying upon the Spirit of God to unite in prayer the intercessor
who read these pages.

“War on the Saints.”

As the book was written and driven through to completion by

a force of perpetual prayer, it needs etual prayer as it goes
forth to the Church of Christ. Thergfe;re — pray 8

PRAY that all Satanic workings and
supernatural “ texts” and “messages”
intervening and hindering its being read
and understood, may be destroyed.

 PRAY that the Book may accomplish
its misson to the Church of Chprist.

PRAY that every reader may read it in
prayer. ,
, "EVAN ROBERTS.

The Prayer Need for March.

That all who know the truths set forth in the
‘*Qvercomer” may be strong and courageous to
USE them, and carry out the war upon the
_powers of darkness. : .

: . Pray : :
- For the issue of * Le Vainqueur ” in French speaking countries on

the Continent, and for the translation into French of * War on the
‘Saints "’ now being given in each issue.

.., For Divine equipment for a worker in Germany translating
** War on the Saints " into the German language.

For the Matlock Convention arrangements. That all may be in
the Lord's plan. ) ’

. That God will bring to full fruition a desire to have the ** Warfare
with Satan and the say of Victory"” translated into Spanish for use

-n S, America.—E.T.

The School of Prayér and the Lord's Watch.

- All correspondence should be addressed to Mr. J. C. Williams,
¢/o Overcomer Office, Toller Road, Leicester. -
- 0% It is understood that all correspondents are regular
readers of the Overcomer, as the teaching of the paper. supple-
ments the letters and forms the basis of the correspondence,
‘Rules governing the ** Lord's Watch** may be had on application
. ¥ Mr. Williams. Stamped envelopes should always be enclosed.

. ourselves to prayer.

The Opium Traffic. -

A Call to Prayer from Oversea.

The Rev. Eric Lewis writes from Cayuga, Ontario,
Canada, under date of Jan. 3oth, as follows ;—

The present opium crisis demands renewed and specific
prayer. A wonderful thing has happened, for which let
us praise God. The Indian Government, finding no
buyers for the opium offered for sale in 1]a.tma.ry for
export to China, has decreed that from April next sales

-of such ‘' certified opium'’ be suspended, at which

decision ‘* Calcutta opium merchants are much gratified '*
(Témes, Jan. 8). How has this come about? A huge
stock of Indian opium, worth £10,000,000, is on- the
merchants’ hands in Shanghai and Hong-Kong, awaiting
entrance into China. China does not want this opium ;
she wants to destroy the habit by removing the tempta-
tion as quickly as possible. Our British Government
insists that she fulfil her compact with us of May, 1911.

Here then is a welcome gain ; no more Indian opium
to be exported to China. But here also is a deep dis-
grace. Britain holds China bound to receive this huge
stock of opium. Though the House of Commons twice
unanimously condemned the opium traffic with China as
immoral, yet China is'not free, and she deeply resents it.
The Treaty of Tientsing, under which opium and
Christianity were legalized, is not. yet abolished. The
awful reproach on Chinese lips to the name of Christ,
‘* Jesus-opium,’’ is not yet removed. . . Nor are the
hands-of the Indian Government yet clean. They are
still reaping a revenue by the manufacture of opium, and

- have licensed 200,000 acres for poppy growth this season.

Right demands suppression of all save medical use of
opium, and that during suppression all profits derived
from the vicious use of opium by the Indian Government
be applied. as by the U.S.A. in the Philippines, towards
suppression of the vice. o
Under these circumstances I have appealed to the
Anti-Opium Societies to invite all friends ot the cause to
observe, at a date to be fixed, a :
Day oF THANKSGIVING, HUMILIATION AND PRAYER,
‘With our eyes upon our Mighty Victor, and clothed in
the strength of His might, and under the authority of
His all-prevailing Name let us pray this thing through!
It is a far-reaching missionary question. Shall the
reproach to the Name of Christ in China be rolled away ?
Shall India see the fear of God triumph in the Govern-
-ment counsels ? . It is a national and Imperial question.
Shall this foul blot on the loved flag of old England:ibe
worthily and for eyer wiped away? More than that, I
say it with deepest reverence—it'is a question of God's
faithfulness to His written Word. . . Will you pray for
me, that I may be used of Him to enlist the prayers and
the active sympathy and co-operation of Canadian
Christians towards securing a God-honouring end to this
grave question ? ) Lok
**My God, my God''—]Jesus is the same in His dying
moments—"* why hast Thou forsaken Me 2'' (Matt. - xxvii.
46). Praying-time will soon be over ; never for all eternity
shall I be able to stand again for a rejected Christ against .an
entire world; little children, it is the last hour—let us give
*“Had I known what I now know of
the service of prayer,”’ said a dying saint, **I would have
given three-fourths of my .day to intercession.”” Nothing ,is
effectual that is not first covered by prayer. Dr. Bachus, a
ormer president of Hamilton College in America, was told’
that he had but half-an-hour to live. *‘Is that so " he replicd,

' then take me out of mé bed, and:put me-on my knees, and let-

me spend it calling on God for the salvation of the world.™
‘And so they did: he died upon his knees.—D.

. Panton.
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Voices from other Lands.

A Story of Korean Prayer.

By Jean Perry.

: MR. Kill, the Korean pastor of the large

Central Church in Pyeng Yang, having

felt for some time that a kind of cold-
ness had come over the Christians in the city,
resolved with one of his elders to go to the
church every morning at dawn to pray. These
two men, with humble trustful faith, continued
in prayer every morning at a little after four for
about two months, without having spoken to
any one about it.

But somehow when it gradually became known
to a few, some score or more united with them
in these morning prayers.

Then the pastor, seeing there was a desire on
the part of others to join him, announced to the
Church on Sunday morning that any who wished
to pray with them at this time might do so, and

. that the bell would be rung at 4-30 a.m. The

next morning at oNE A.M. several hundreds had
gathered. When the bell was rung there were
some four or five hundred Christians present,
and, after a few days the number who met at

“this early hour was between six or seven

‘hundred. On the fourth morning, while pray-
ing, suddenly the whole congregation broke
down weeping for their sins of indifference,
coldness, and lack of love and energy for work.
Then came the joy of forgiveness, and a strong
desire to be shown-ways-to work for God.

Four mornings were thus spent in prayer,
singing praises, and asking God's direction,
when the pastor, thinking that it was now time
to do something, asked how many would give a
whole day to go out and preach to the unbeliev-
ing souls and lead them to Christ. All hands
were up. Then he asked how many will go
two days. Again nearly all hands were raised.
At the request of three days fewer hands went
up, but still many, and so on through four, five,
and six days, the number gradually lessening ;
but even for seven days there were quite a
number. That was a blessed Communion they
partook of on the following Lord’s day, and
since then the whole Church is eagerly going
out and leading others to Christ.

These people promised altogether over 3,000
days of work, making a total of nearly six years
continued work for one man. Churches who
cannot afford an extra assistant might try this.
It is suggested to pastors anywhere who find
their Churches growing cold and careless, that

Mr. Kill's method would be a good one to follow. .

Tokens of Revival in Switzerland.

From Pastor Henry Johnson.

During the past month most interesting letters have
come to hand, giving news of stirring times of Revival in
Switzerland, and showing too how God has used the
message of Le Vainquenr to raise up many to pray against
the forces of Satan, and take the authority of the Name
of the Lord Jesus over the powers of darkness.

An evangelist writes concerning a mission in Neuchatel,
at the end of January: ‘‘ The opening meeting on a
Sunday afternoon confirmed our hopes. The large Con-
ference Hall, which can hold 1,000 people, was nearly
filled with young men and women. . . Every night before
the meeting we all met for an hour of prayer, in which
most of the choir took part, praying in such an intelligent
way against the workings of wicked spirits, and claiming
victory for the great success of the mission as well as for
individual cases . . there was a constant spirit of inter-
cession, and this characterised the mission. . . It may be
said that victory was obtained each day in the prayer
meeting, and when I had to wield ‘the sword of the
Spirit * in .the public service, one felt how souls were
convinced and converted.

The first afternoons I held some drawing-room meet-
ings, speaking on God's greatest gifts—His Son, His
Spirit, His Word. We had over 120 people present,
deeply attentive. . , Many came on to the public Bible
readings, which began on the fourth day. . . A wonder-
ful sense of the presence of God was granted us, and
many were brought back to the Christ of the Bible and
the Bible of the Christ.

Night after night the crowded hall was kept by the
power of the Spirit in silence and attention. Some who
came to scoff and argue were unable to open their mouths,
they had been'silenced by the invisible power of prayer,
One night the message was ‘‘ The Cross of Calvary."”
Nearly one hundred people declared their acceptance of
Christ, without any pressing. Right on to the end the
power of God was thus manifested. The closing meeting
was one not to be forgotten. A wave of prayer laid hold
of the people, and we were all * carried along'’ in
prayer and praise. On Sunday night we had to go to the

_ largest church in the town, and it was crammed with

over 2000 people—a wonderful sight. The same after-
noon, at the consecration service, a large number conse-
crated themselves to God. . . Besides all these meetings
I had fifty private interviews, and these too showed how
deep was the working of God. Let us praise God together
. . . truly when the Lord turned again the captivity of
Zion we were like them that dreamed.”

This is but an example of blessed times of revival that
have been in continuous progress since October last,
when a little band of workers definitely took the aggres-
sive against the enemy during Mission services held in a
country village, with the result that hundreds were
converted, and the impetus given to a movement that
still continues. )

In Paris the quickening work of the Holy Spirit is very
noticeable. Many prayer meetings have been crowded
to the doors, and there is a new note of expectancy of
blessing, born surely as the precursor of a work of -grace.
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“Workers in Conference.
‘ . Light on Vital Questions. '

HE first Conference arranged in London, exclusively
T‘ for clinical purposes, in connection with the
spiritual life, was held at Eccleston Hall, London,
in January, A large number of workers gathered for
two days for the express purpose of gaining more light
on various questions concerning the deliverance of souls
from the power of Satan, and ‘* War on the Saints ** was
used by the Editor as a text book. Lack of space pre-
vents a full report of the whole conference being given,
but from time to time the subjects dealt with will appear
in these pages. The following talk is of greatimportance
to the children of God who are seeking to walk in all the
will of God. The notes are amplified to make the truths
as clear as possible.

Conviction— True and Counterfeit.

A Minister : What is the difference between an accusa-
tion from an evil spirit, and a conviction from the Holy
Spirit? I have known of some children of God, wanting
to go on to the fulness of blessing, being harrased by the
enemy into imagining that they are disobeying God.

The cause has been through a demon spirit working in

and controlling them for weeks and months at a time,
Do we know the distinction between such an accusation
and true conviction? Many are under a sense of con-
demnation, yet it is written: ¢ There is therefore now
no condemnation to them who arein Christ Jesus ''—
they have passed out of the condemnation into the realm

of life, they have been brought under the law of the

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. When the Holy Spirit
convicts, there is always a real conviction of sin. It is
not imagination, but a real definite fact. So many of the
children of God whose hearts are right with the Lord,
are in a state of unrest because of accusations.

A Worker : What is the ground upon which evil spirits
condemn us? Is it the outcome of a wrong idea of
conviction ? The facts are these: Accusing spirits
work on a spurious conviction which we think is
the conviction of the Holy Spirit, but it is really the
accusation of evil spirits, or their condemnation. If you
yield to these accusations, believing them to be of God,
you are brought under a sense of compulsion. There is
then a fear of disobedience, in which you feel compelled
toobey. If you fail to obey, or wilfully disobey, accusa-
tion sets in. Evil spirits seek to substitute their
accusations for the voice of conscience, and, instead of
going by what our comscience makes clear to us is
right or wrong, we respond to supernatural guidance
which we are looking for from the Holy Spirit. It is
when we are wailing for this guidance, that the evil
spirits can and do substitute themselves for the Holy Spirit,
because we do not weigh things according to our know-

- ledge, and follow conviction in the comscience, We

expect the Holy Spirit to do and say something that we
already Anow. I know of a lady who, if she did not puta

knife straight upon the table, would fall into this accusa-

tion : ** The Lord wants you to do what is right, and you
have not done it ; you have not put that knife straight.’”
That accusation continued, and she had no rest from
the deepest .condemnation until she put that knife

straight. I showed her that it was the condemnation
of an evil spirit, and that she needed to understand the
difference between the Holy Spirit and evil spirits as
angels of light counterfeiting and convicting (condemn-
ing) her on these small things which brought bondage.

4. Are there any souls here under the bondage of
persistent accusation like that? If so, how is it possible
for you to be absolutely free to help others, if you are
constantly being told: ** You have missed God’s will ;
you have done this, you ought to have done that; now
that is wrong, etc. ? "' -

Q. DOES THE ENEMY WORK UPON A SINCERE DESIRE TO
ABSOLUTELY FULFIL THE WILL OF GOD IN EVERY LITTLE
TINY THING ?

4. That is the bottom of it, the enemy working upon
your desire to do the will of God in every thing. Also.
many have the idea that the Spirit of God will
supernaturally tell them every little tiny thing they ought.
to do, and need to know. If that were so, you would.
become a medium, and not an individual intelligent-
person. That is not the way the Holy Spirit works. He.
has put into the Word of God as much of God's truth as.
is necessary to educate the conscience, to illuminate the.
mind, so that by your spiritual intelligence, you may see.
what is RIGHT and wrong and then act. I had a letter-
this week thanking God for an extract from the book
**War on the Saints’’ in the Overcomer on some of"
the distinctions of the true and the counterfeit. It
contained this: ‘¢ True conviction of sin comes from the.
Word of God, or by the Holy Spirit, to the conscience
in times of quiet prayer or reading God's Word. Itisa
quiet conviction with no effect of confusion or vague-.
ness. . . ."” Take hold of these four rock bottom
principles : The conviction of the Holy Spirit (1) never -

causes confusion, \2) is nsver vague, (3) nevey perpleses, (4) is.

nevey compulsory—does not drive you. The moment you
decide to obey God, there is rest in your spirit, and you
areready for the next step in the will of God. Now as .
to the counterfeit : The accusations of evil spirits, which
are the counterfeit of conviction, are from outside—not in _
the deep of-your spirit, where God the Holy Spirit
dwells. If you watched and observed the source and
effect of things, you would quickly be able to detect when
what comes to you is from your spirit, or whether it came
like a flash to you. I know of these sudden flashes which
are so subtle as to lead you to conclude that they are
guidance from God.

These charges from the enemy are from without—
sometimes audibly in the ear. A girl writes to me .
saying that when she was praying there came an aundible
voice aloud in the ear, saying, * Stop that, you know
that God will not answer ; you need not pray that prayer -
—it is not in accordance with the will of God, it will
never be answered.” She goes on to say, ** Even—while .
I am writing to you it continues—a loud voice speaking
in my ear all the time.”’ This loud voice was not really
in the ear, although it appeared as if it were. )

A ceaseless working in the mind of some ¢ thought ' -
which you cannot get rid of always causes cornfusion.
Sometimes you respond to it for fear of doing wrong,
because if you were not to obey them the spirits of evil _
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would threaten you with punishment and cause most
painful confusion. Consequently, through ignorance,
you do what you are told, without sober reasoning, and
accept the enemy's lies that you have done right, because

your feelings are relieved and apparently at rest—for-

getting that Satan can give you pleasant feelings and a
spurious rest, if, by so doing, he can deepen the deception
and get you into worse difficulties. Sometimes the
woices or * guidance”’ take the form of whisperings or
texts presented to the mind, but acting on these generally
ends in chaos. The Holy Spirit alone is commissioned
by God to convict of sin. If you know you are guilty
you should at once go to God on the ground of 1 Johni. g,
and refuse to be lashed by the devil, as he is not the
judge of God's children, nor is he deputed as God's
messenger to make the charge of wrong. These accusa-
tions from the enemy are without any specific purpose.
‘They have no point, except to create confusion, and get
you to do wrong, or a right thing at the wrong time.
‘When you are confused about anything vefuse to act or
.decide the point in question, and ask God to expose and
.destroy the causes of the confusion. If God does not
make all clear to you wait until He does. Refuse all
false reasoning, refuse all theinterpretations of the enemy,
and decline to act until you have clear judgment ; for
true conviction carries the will through a conscience
illuminated by the Holy Spirit. This is quite a different
thing to what you like. You can do a thing by a clear,
.conscientious, deliberate and intelligent will, even though
-your flesh shrinks from it, while many things that you
would prefer doing may not be God's will for you.

Q. WHEN WE ARE PRAYING FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF
A PERSON AND THAT ONE IS NOT WILLING, WHAT IS TO
/BE DONE?

A. There is nothing to be done but to continue in
-prayer, asking God by His own means to bring that
\person to the point of need. When you ask God to deal
with others, He may begin with their circumstances, and
there will come a time when by His working through
itheir environment, they will be brought to His feet.
When you see people self-satisfied, you have to leave
them until God deals with them. Suffering comes to
.every one in this world, and there comes an hour of need.
If you remain in the spirit of Christ and the spirit of
\prayer, there will come a time when souls will come back
to you. Pray that it may be so. Do not be restive about
thase for whom you are praying. Perhaps God has
something to do in you in developing patience (Heb. x.
36), and a tenacity of faith that will hold on in the teeth
of opposition (Rom. iv. 18)—a peaceful faith that can
.calmly and steadily and gladly and confidently wait God’s
time. I have seen mothers almost drive their children
.away by aoxiety for their souls, making them miserable
because they were not ** converted.”” All such actually

" undo and frustrate their prayers. If the Lord's children

would learn to deal with God about their loved ones, and
-then quietly live Christ before them, and not persistently
attack them about small things, and drive them away,

it would be working toward the answer to their prayers.

Q. How 1S IT POSSIBLE FOR AN EVIL SPIRIT TO ENTER
JANTO THE MIND THAT HAS BEEN PURIFIED ?

A. Here we face a grave question of fact. Why does
a missionary deeply used of God, tell you of a flood tide
of the most awful blasphemous thoughts entering his
mind when he kneels to pray? Can anyone bear testi-
mony to a mind so purified that no wrong thoughts- ever
enter it—that no fiery darts ever flash in? But it is true
that once the believer understands the armour, and how
to shut the mind to these things, the mind can be closed
to them. We have to guard against the thought that
everything that God does for us is independent of con-
ditions. He does nothing for us which brings us intoa:
state apart from the fulfilling of a momentary condition.

This demands vigilant watchfulness. If you fail on’
the condition side the enemy will pour in a flood tide at
every opportunity. The conditions of a guarded mind
are not only the peace of God garrisoning the heart, but
watching and prayer, ¢ Put on the whole armour of
God . . . and take the helmet of salvation."’

Q.. Is THIS PUTTING ON THE ARMOUR DONE ONCE
FOR ALL ? ’

A. We only know it does not work ‘¢ once for all,’’ any
more than attempting to breathe *‘ once for all ' does.
The picture given in Ephes. vi. is of a warrior clothed
with the armour of God in persisient conflict. The mischief
is done through ignorance. The devil says ‘* Let me keep
them in ignorance, I can then gain advantage.” Listen "~
to Paul on the alert: ‘‘Lest Satan should gain an
advantage.” (2 Cor, ii. 10and 11.) Satan could gain
advantage of Paul if he did not forgive, and if he could
do that with the Apostle, he can with you. Ignorance
is fatal, and only truth about the devices-of Satan will
disperse the ignorance. That makes you alert. If you
are in an enemy's country—and you are—watch ! If you
know there are bullets about—and there are—put on the
armour.* If you know there are fiery darts—and there
are—-lift the shield!| What is the good of a shield that is
left in Ephesians vi. Do not admire it, use it |

Q. IN TAKING CHARGE OF OR PART IN A MEETING WHERE
THE HINDRANCE OF THE POWERS OF DARKNESS IS VERY
REAL, AND WHERE THRRE IS JUST A FORM OF GODLINESS,
BUT DENYING THE POWER THEREOF, WITH ONE OR TWO
WORKERS ONLY KNOWING FULL SALVATION, WHAT WOULD
YOU DO TO GET FULL LIBERTY ?

A. The first pointis: Did God put you in charge of
this meeting? Secondly, is it possible to get all the
workers into one spirit, so as to get liberty in that
meeting? Take care not to be side-tracked on to suppos-
ing things. Face things as they are.

Q. Is IT NECESSARY THAT ALL THE WORKERS SHOULD .
GET INTO THE SAME MIND? )

A. (A Minister). To dislodge the powers of darkness,
either from an individual or from a meeting there must
be a sufficient activity of the Spirit (irrespective of
numbers)—a spirit fighting force coming to grips with the
powers of darkness in a practical way before the meeting
begins. We have at home a meeting which often gets.
clouded and darkened and burdened in this way. I have, -
not once or twice, but twenty times, proved that it is pos-
sible to forestall the powers of darkness massing over a
meeting. We have done it by going into-a little room -
*“ The Warrior's Prayer,” by Bven Roberts, is helpful in this.



upstairs—not more than six of us—and I have come to
the conclusion that, generally speaking, the fewer you
are the better. Six people can bind the enemy, and nullify
his plans for a meeting. For half an hour previously
some friends have met in this way, and focussed prayer
‘to unmask and destroy the schemes of Satan. Thespiritual
force we derive as believers in union with Christ
(2 Pet. i. 4) must be expressed, not through emotions
so much, but in sober, deliberate, unwavering resistance
of the powers of darkness. Power evaporates in the
emotions; it should bé spent in direct opposition to the
enemy. Have faith in the power of Christ working through
believers (Ep. iii. 16). Not on the natural plane. God
help us not to do it through our brain, or physical
strength, but as the power of Christ helps us, quietly to
pray the devil out. I have seen this done so frequently
by two or three people, not only in meetings, but in the
case of a person who is held by the awful powers of
darkness. You can thus paralyze and destroy their hold,
and cut the ground from under their feet. :

“M.M.” (Mary Marsh).
We have v

Memoviam®' of Mary Marsh, given in the February
** Qveycomer.””  One corvespondent writes :

** You asked her to visit me in my rooms at Matlock.
‘Oh, how my heart went out to her gracious, sweet
manvoer, and she gave me help in a way not to let me
think she was beyond me in spiritual attainments. She
Jjust put herself on my level, and then we had prayer
together, in such a drawing near to God. The following
day I went with her to all the Hydros. I marvelled at
her graciousness, none could refuse her. A day or so
after, coming out of the meeting, she said, in such sweet
low tones, *‘Is it victory, victory?' Often since I have
had those words ringing again and again in my ears, ‘ Is

" it victory, victory?' and I have said to myself, ‘I will

write and let her know how the words ring in my heart
and help me onward '—but now it is too late. . . . Her
life has not been lived in vain, even for one soul. Away
with all that is even lawful, that might hinder the work
of the indwelling Spirit. *Is IT VICTORY, VICTORY?'
and my heart exclaims, ‘ By the power of Calvary,
Victory, victory, till He coms.’ . . ."” ’

The Secretary of a Y.W.C.A. Branch writes:

* To us it is a terrible loss. I thank God that He sent
her along, for my life personally has been so strengthened
that I have learned how to ¢ stand ' here. If it had not
been for the link I had for the last.three years with her,
I could not have stood the terrific onslaughts and driving
opposition in this work. But after her visit here last
autumn she said to me, ‘God is doing a work here now—
there is a vas? change, and their spirits are getting free.’
Her death made a deep impression, and I know the girls
are determined that they will, in a little way, make up
for those closed lips. Since the New Year, at each
Sunday service souls have been saved. The girls are
much more in earnest, and I feel sure this is the result of
the ¢ grain of wheat ' falling *into the ground.’ . . .”

. Another correspondent asks if M.M.'s poems could be
issued in booklet form, with her photograph. We have
it in mind to do this, and some postcard photographs will
be obtainable in about a month’s time.

d many touching letters in vesponse fo the ** In
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Our Readers’ Difficulties.

B.Z.S. Thank you. The aspect you refer to did not
occur to me. The wording you point out shall be care-
fully guarded in further issues. Ephes. iv. 15, 16.

B.F. The best reply to your letter will be found in
the matter in this issue of the Overcomer on the imperative
need of the experimental knowledge of the Atoning Cross
of Christ for immunity from the power of Satan and the
power of sin. A ¢ devotional disposition ” and *‘ attend-
ance at church regularly '’ is not sufficient so long as the
fallen Adam, which is in every man, is left undealt with_
by the Cross. ‘‘Romans vi."' in all God’s meaning of
it, is the only ground upon which a human being can
stand against the power of Satan. Read and read and
read Romans vi. until the Holy Spirit unveils it to
you, and then Romaas viii. from beginning to end will
follow. i

E.R. (Miss). Ido thank God for your words about
the article * A thousand years in the deep.” It was meant
to be as you say it is ‘' a ringing call in the present eon-
flict to stand and withstand . . .” I greatly value all
else you write on the truths in question and welcome:
every letter. .

A.E.M. I have received several letters concerning the
reference to the case of healing referred to in the Febru
Editorial. Letters from some closely connected wai-g:
her show that she needs prayer for protection from the
schemes of the enemy, who has made use of her in her
innocence to transmit his teachings. The circumstances
surrounding the case are too complicated to be dealt with
in print, but we earnestly commend this dear young girl
to the prayers of the Lord's people. .

F.].D. You ask me to indicate a course of reading—
next to the Bible—as equipment for this real and stern
warfare against Satan. It has been on my mind to give
a list of helpful books, although possibly out of the reach
of many. These are as follows :—

‘* Earth’s Earliest Ages,”” by Pember (7/6); ' Demon
Possession,” by Dr. J. L. Nevius (5/- net); ** Satan and the
Satanic System,” by L. S. Chafer, cheap edition, 1/- net
from Holness, (excellent); * The Midnight Cry,” by E.
McHardie (10/6 net}, few copies only remaining can be
had at 5/3, reduced price,* (postage extra). The two
latter would serve you a long time, and give you a wide
vision and knowledge of Scripture facts for to-day,

I rejoice you are commencing a course of lessons from'
‘* War on the Saints " with yotur Men's Adult Bible Class,
and pray that you may be equipped for such a service to
God's people. ' :

Communications acknowledged from J.B.B., C.F.W., EMM.L.,
M.R A,, F.E. (Cardiff), F.H.S, (Cal.), R.B.E,, Hﬁ (Birmingham),
G.H.L.,K.M,,A.L.T.,, M .L., N.A.S. (U.S.A.), W.H,, M.W,, M.G..
K.M.F., C.L.D. (Kent), .D. (U.S.A)), M.H.M., R.V.M,, EF.,
F.E.C.,].S.T.M., WC., E.].B,, S.C,, D.H.B,, BB, A.H.H,, P.F.,
D.HEB AN, WI.C.P. N.R, Mis LES. (0.5 AJ, AL (ﬁapt),
B.Z.S.,, L.C.S. (U.S.A), T.A.D,, X.P.M,, A.J.HB,, J.SL., M.B.,
L.B. (U.S.A), MA.C., M.C.M,, J.M, (India), A.B.C., A.T., é.H..
E.R.G. (China), J.B.L., A.S.D,, F.L.C. (Lanc.), D.M.P,, E.C.,
{iS.F.M., M.H.M. (U.S.A)), M.T., T.H.]., W.S.M. (Indiu%. T.C.R.,

.M. (U.S.A)), C.E.G,, E.G,,A.B, R.V.C.(U.S.A)), E.M.E.B.,C.M.

ted matter from A.S.T., J.J.E.

0@~ The Editor will be greatly obliged to correspondents if
they will write on one side of paper only, and in clear and
black handwriting to avoid strain on eyesight. Letters requiring a

rsonal answer should—when convenient—have stamped envelope
?:r reply, Will correspondents please say if a personal answer
is specially required, otherwise the Editor will understand’ that
acknowledgment through the Overcomer is sufficient.  Business
matters for attention in the office are ikely to be delayed if
enclosed in Editorial letters. .

+ From John Johnstone, 38 Mile-end Avenue, Aberdeen.
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“War on the Safnts " Special Fund
for Workers.

Workers eligible for application for a grant are those (1)
in deep personal need of deliverance from the oppression
of the enemy, both in life and service for God; (2) who are
in contact, in their Churches, Mission Halls, etc., with

. supernatural manifestations of any kind, which they are

unable to deal with for lack of knowledge; (3) who will
make the fullest use of the book in gathering other workers
to study it with them.

A "Loan List" has also been opened, and a copy of
the book will be sent, on payment of postage, to applicants
for a stated period, with permission to make a further ap-
plication to the Grant-Fund if the rjea,der can then fulfil
the conditions required, and state his purpose to use it for
the instruction of other workers. .
“How the Spirit of God is using the truth for the deliver_
ance of spiritual believers needing light upon the decep.
tive tactics of the deceiving spirits of Satan, is strikingly
shown in the following letter :—

"« am wishful to write you a brief testimony to the
+ working va ue’ of * War on the Saints.’” Let me say I
have found the teaching of the Overcomer most practically
helpful during the past eighteen months. .

For many years I have known what it is to be truly led
by the Holy Spirit through the Word. Unknown to myself
I had of late got into the ‘ passive state’ of mind, could
do little without the open Bible before my eyes, afraid to
decide anything, strings of * texts ' coming under notice in
the way of guidance. The providential experience seemed
to fit the texts. As a certain thing did not happen where
it should if the, Holy Spirit had been leading I became
perplexed and baffled. Seeing the testimonies s the
book * War on the Saints,’ it was ordered at once.

The first pages, opened at random, immediately began
to draw away the veil, exposing the hidden workings of
evil powers counterfeiting the most (shall I say) sacred
previous leading of the Holy Spirit. Oh, the deception !
‘Who would have believed it apart from experience? I
had noticed a flaw in the experience, and began to doubt,
faintly it is true. When the last paragraph of pages 185
and 186 revealed the whole fact, that I had been decsived
and side-tracked, all doubts about the matter vanished,
and I need not say I was surprised and humbled, and
delighted at the same time, to know that I had been
delivered out of a great snare.

1 rejoice in * War on the Saints’ as ‘one that findeth
great spoil.’” Further reading of the book gave me the
key to, and explained many most strange and baffling
experiences of years past. The diagrams enable the eye
to aid the mind. I can follow them splendidly. Much
of the new and strange, to me, teaching of * War on the
Saints ’ explains the past, and meets my present NEED, as
you say, like the key fitting the lock.

‘What a revelation of the working of evil powers., Who
is sufficient for these things, so REaL, but at present so
little understood. }

I am desirous now to use the newly discovered know-
ledge where I can, with my opened eyes, see the same
deception working in one another, at least, of a small
band of mission workers. * I value the book, and shall
pass it on to others. It must be destined to do a great
work. . ." :

Donations to the Special Fund, and further applications for a
copy of the book by workers eligible for a grant, may be addressed

to Secretary, cfo *‘Overcomer™” Office, Toller Road, Leicester.

”VLe Vainqueur.” (The "Overcomer.")‘.

An 8-page paper issued monthly, consistirg entirely of
articles from the * Overcomer,” translated into.French.
Edited and Issued by Pastor H. Johnson, 51 Rue Chanzy,
Asnieres, Seine, France.

Hewing out a Pathway.

E have just received the balance sheet of the issue
\X’ of Le Vaingqueur during 1912, and rejoice that it
has passed through the ordeal of its first year
of publication. Each issue has been made in the face of
strong opposition from the powers of darkness, as only
those at the helm know. The need of the truth in France,
and other French speaking countries is so great that the
devil has, and will continue to contest its translation, its
issue, its circulation, its interpretation, and its mainten-
ance, so that month by month a constant stream of
prayer is needed to hew out a pathway for the free course
of the vital message contained in its pages. Valuable
testimony that the truths * work,” come month by month
from those who have been long in the bondage of Satan
and now see the ‘‘ pathway of freedom.” Mr. Johnson
writes: ‘‘ Last month's issue brought much response.
Twenty copies were ordered in Algiers. Others have
written from Switzerland . . .” :

This, together with its increasing circulation and sup-
port, has encouraged Mr. Johnson to go on, and anything
which those desiring to share in the work can do to
sustain a prayerful interest in this aggressive service, and
miristry to the Lord’s people, will be much valued.

Each issue of Ls Vaingueur involves an expenditure of
between £7 and £8, which amount increases as the circu-
lation advances.  The year ended with a balance in hand
of £5 17s., but beyond that the needs of the new year
have been supplied up to the present. Will our praying
comrades, therefore, exhaust the whole matter in prayer,
and see that all the circumstances concerning eack issue
are dealt with before God. ’

The balance sheet will shortly be sent to donors who
have contributed from time to time to the work in France,
and others interested will be able to obtain copies on
application to the Corresponding Secretary.

The tender appeal of Miss Cope on behalf of France,
made at the January London Conference, out of a very
full heart, lingers with us as we write commending this
ministration to the Lord’s stewards, Gifts should be
sent to the Corresponding Secretary :

Miss COPE, 86 Rectory Road, Sutton Coldfield.

Received for Mr, Johnson's work in France.
From January 10th 1918, to February 10th, 1913.
Per Miss OCope—(6) 10/- (Personal), (7) 10/- (Le Vain%mwr). 8)
4/- (Le V), (9) 1/6, (Le V.), (10) 8/8, (Personal), (11) 10/- (Personal), -

(192) 10/- (Person&}l), 7(18)231- (Le V.), (14) 6/- (Pexsonal), (15) 4/- (Per-
8. 2d.

sonal). Total £

A New Book on the Atonement.

A HANDBOOK ON THE ATONEMENT.” ByG. E. Morgan,
M.4. Cloth 1/-, paper 6d. net. Morgan & Scott, Ltd.,
London. Cannot be excelled for brevity and suggestive-
ness. Chapter ii. on ** The justice of the Atonement,” is
a splendid vindication of its ethical character, and lifts
the redeeming work of Christ far above the realm of
caprice, and the charge of its foes as ‘an immoral
doctrine.” It is not only the mos¢ moral, but the onrLY
MORAL MEANS by which God can pardon transgressors of
the Divine law. To the three inherent principles included
in the Atonement, viz.: Substitution, Redemption, and
Reconciliation, and to the four results of it, viz.: Justifi-
cation, Regeneration, Adoption, Sanctification, the
writer devotes a brief, incisive, compact chapter, full of
well-selected Scriptures and really telling illustratic;’n.

evaz.
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The “.Why" of Defeat and
the “How"" of Victory.

The Matlock Conference and its Purpose.

“The ‘why’ of defeat and the ‘how’ of
victory, is the glorious ministry which has been
entrusted to you for the Church,” writes a
worker in Calcutta. “If I understand you
aright,” he continues, ‘“you have a definite
goal in view . . . you want to ‘remove ground
of attack in the worker so that the Holy Spirit
may burst forth in Revival power. John vii. 38,
would mean revival breaking out all over the
harvest field . .. They who know their Lord would
call it the restoration of the normal life—what we
now find is the abnormal life—a life atrophied. . .

“Whatyou suggestedabouta Conference where
everyone should come with questions prepared
which REPRESENTS DIFFICULTIES OR HINDRANCES
IN LIFE AND SERVICE, is good. Every difficulty
and every hindrance constitutes a point of attack
for the enemy, and until removed there can be
no victory and no forward march. :

« The greatest service you can do to the whole
body of workers in their world-wide ministry is
to collect evidence as to ‘How’ the work is
hindered and ¢ How ' no fruit is seen. The whole
strategy of the enemy would thus be exposed. . ."”

That a Conference is needed for workers to
freely ventilate their difficulties, and hindrances,
either in life or service, for the discovery of the
“WHY " OF DEFEAT, and the intelligent grasp
of the ¢ How " OF VICTORY over every cause of

"defeat, is the deep conviction which we share
with many. - .
For this purpose, the first Conference on these
lines was held last year at Matlock, and workers
* who attended generally acknowledged it to be of
the most valuable educative character. The
principal difficulty found was (1) the lack of a
“text book on the experimental aspects of generally
understood Scripture Truth ; hence (2) inability
of many to interpret their difficulties from the
spiritual standpoint.

Since this first Conference the Text Book for
Workers, ¢ War on the Saints,” has been issued,
the first London ¢ Clinic” Conference for
Workers has been held, and wider experience in
“ Clinic ” classes, held for the study of the book,

\

e

has been gained by many who are becoming
intelligently awakened to the perceptive using of
their (spiritual) senses, and to the application of
the principles of the Word of God to present
day need.

It is therefore with hopeful expectation of ‘an
advance on last year in the value of the Confer-
ence, that we invite Christian workers—prima-
rily those who already kmow expevimentally the
basic truths of Rom. vi., and the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit—to join us in prayerful conference
at Matlock over Whitsuntide—May 1oth to 15th
inclusive.

The mornings will be devoted entirely to
Conferences for workers in active service, when
questions connected with equipment for service
and the deliverance of others will be prayerfully
considered, with ¢“ War on the Saints” as the
text book, explained in the light of the Scrip-
tures. The themes to be dealt with cover a
wide range of difficulties in experimental walking
in victory by the believer, and a host of obstacles
to the work of the Holy Spirit in him and
through him to others.

Workers are asked to put their questions into
writing, and those who possess a copy of the -
Text Book should bring it with them, in addition
to their Bibles. Smaller. ¢ clinic” classes will
be arranged between the afternoon and evening
meetings as need arises.

The aflernoon meetings will be open to all, and
be devoted to Bible Readings for the elucidation
of the subjects dealt with at the morning clinics,
such as, ‘gl) The Mind of Christ as manifested in
the Lord Jesus Christ when He walked on
earth ; (2) How the Lord Christ walked in the
will of God ; (3) The Spirit of Christ, and the
Holy Spirit ; (4) The Prayer Life of the Lord
and the Spirit of Prayer, etc. The evening
gatherings will be addressed by Mr. J. C.
Williams on fundamental truths dealing with
¢« Obstacles to Revival.”

For the purpose of welcoming visitors from a
distance, and for fellowship and prayer, a
Reception will be held in the Council Chamber
of the Town Hall, on Saturday, May 1oth, at
v p.m., when “ group ’ prayer meetings will be
arranged, for Sunday evening after service, as
more effective in prevailing prayer for the Confer-
ence and its needs, than one general gathering.

oo For fuller particulars see ¢ on p. 466, of cover.
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Tested before Trusted.

*They stood every man in his place round about the
camp. . . " (Judges vit. 21.)

These words describe the trusted position given to each
of Gideon’s three hundred in the Lord’s battle with the
foes of Israel. How very easy it sounds! They were
simply given trumpets, empty pitchers and torches, and
told to STAND WHBRE THEY WERE PUT round about the
Oamp. But it was not such a simple thing as it at first
appearstobe. Every one of these men had been SEVERELY
TESTED before they were trusted! If one of them had
failed to obey, and FAILED TO STAND, they would have
destroyed the whole plan of the Lord for the deliverance
of His people. The special equipment each needed was
(1) deliverance from all fear, (2) implicit obedience to
orders, and (8) power to stand alone.

To realize the necessity of these three qualities we
need to grasp the Lord’s plan of campaign. Picture the
position. A valley filled with the enemy, *‘like locusts
for multitude ** (Judges vii. 12), with merely three hun-
dred men set around this vast camp in the dead of night.
They were divided into three companies of one hundred
each, but each company again separated into units, for
¢*they stood EVERY MAN in his place round about the
camp.” Surely they needed entire deliverance from
every trace of fear, faithful obedience to orders in accurate
detail, and power to stand alone in the dark, with no
support from ‘the presence, or the voice of & fellow-
soldier ! .

The Lord knew what He was going to do, and therefore
tested the men He could trust. The sifting at the
waterside was to get rid of the fearing ones. Since each
man had to stand alone in the dark at night, with the
foe all round them, how could they but fail and flee
-unless they had been tested beforehand? They must be
able to stand alone at night, with no féllow-soldier near,
and with no carnal weapon to fall back upon, but only
an empty pitcher and a torch! The Lord had also to
get the ‘‘fear’” out of Gideon! The leader had to be
free of fear as well as the three hundred.

A man fearless of the foe becomes fearless of men's
judgment. When the victory was won, how some of the
men of Israel misjudged Gideon? *‘The men of Ephraim
gaid unto him ¢ Why hast thou served us thus, that THOU
calledst us not when thou wentest to fight with Midian'"?
{Judges viii. 1). But Gideon quietly answered, ** What
have I done now in comparison with you?” What a
rare pioture of utter selflessness! He did not say *‘It
wasg God who put you aside. It was not I who left you
out’?! All who would be rusted standard bearers
to-day in the Lord's battle, must be ready o be misjudged,
and to be held responsible for plans of campaign initated
by God, in which they are but soldiers under orders.

. Like Gideon they must be content that Israel gets the

victory, and God the Glory, whilst they themselves are
reviled—or slain—their crown of glory reserved for that
Great Day when every man will have his praise from
God. J. P-L.

Pray and never lose heart.
(Luke xviii. 1, Wey.)
*. .. always to pray, and not lo faint. . ."” Luke xviii. 1,R.V.

ND never faint: Oh ! pray
Full on and fast;
Rough thou the untrod way
Straight on, and last.

And never faint: Though thirst
May crave for rest;

The goal, not thee, is first,
Pray on, thou blest !

And never faint: Though strain
May sigh thee down;
Pray on if thou wouldst fain
ave on the crown.

And never faint: The end
Thou may’st not view ;
When bound, let nought thee bend,

Press on anew. <

And never faint: Thy charge
To God given o’er;
Pray on; thy tent enlarge:
nrich thy store. :

And never faint: Press on
By thorn, past rock;
Pray on till desert gone,
en none can mock.

And never faint: A ““No"’
Thou wilt not have ;
* Abide'’ then ** will,” and flow:

Nor answer halve.

And never faint: Ask thou
As God wills thee ;

No easing answer now ?

Still bend the knee.

And never faint: But pray

" And never fail ;

Press on through night to day,
And end thy traif

And never faint: Pray on,
Each day, with care;
Strive for, "till thou hast won

The answered prayer.
. Evan Robests.

HE word to ‘*‘resist’’ or ‘' stand’' is used by the
three writers Peter, James and Paul. .In the
original it means to ‘‘SET OVER AGAINST,”’

*“ PLACE IN OPPOSITION AND KEEP THERE.” It is trans-
lated *‘ resist "' nine times and ¢ withstand ’* five times in
the New Testament. Here are three verses. . . .

St. James (iv. 7), ** Resist the devil and he will flee.”

. St. Panl (Eph. vi. 13), * Take the whole armour . . .
that ye may be able to withstand." )

St. Peter (1 Pet. v. g) . . ** Resist stcadfast in the faith.”

. ** steadfast ;" it is the same word as that which
forms the first part of our word *' stereo-type."

Stereotype is, as you know, a printer's term, and im-
plies a cast or mould of solid metal, taken from a page of
matter set up in moveable type. ... a‘stereo” . ..
unmoveable and therefore unchanged.

* Stand like a stereo *' is the Apostolic injunction . . .
stand in the strength of your God, but even more, don't
run away, stand steady, solid, unmoveable against the
attacks of evil, and the God of all Grace (& glorious
phrase) shall one day perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you.— Rey. L. G. Buchanan.



‘. . . the Spirit of wisdom and yevelation in the knowledge
of Him : the eyes of your understanding being enlightened. . .

Ephes. i. 17, 18.
** Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that is
exalied against the knowledge of God. . . 2 Coy. x. 5.

clearly show that it is the understanding,

“ filled with light "* by the Spirit of God,
through which we learn to know God; and the
imagination and reasonings of the darkened mind
«of nature, is the  stronghold ” which has to be
“ cast down,” ere men receive that knowledge.

The context of 2 Cor. x. 5 speaks of a *“ war-
fare ” and “ weapons ” for the pulling down of
these “ strongholds "—weapons which are not
carnal or earthly, but mighty, and the victory is
won only when “ every thought” is brought into
“¢ captivity to the obedience of Christ.”

The “ war ” described by the Apostle in this
passage obviously centres around the MINDS OF
MEN. A “stronghold ” must be held by some-
one against’ another seeking to destroy the
defences of that stronghold. It must be a
someone—the man himself plus another power
—who holds the “imagination” and * reason-
ing " as a “ high thing,"” exalted against the true
knowledge of God.

From other parts of Scripture we learn that
the holder of these strongholds of the mind is
Satan, the god of this world, who, by his footing
within the man, “hath blinded the minds,” or

. ¢ thoughts ” (2 Cor. iv. 4, rR.v.m.).

‘3;"‘:1""{";,‘1 The mind, reason and imagination

Saten.”  are held by the enemy in posses-

~ sion.t Speaking figuratively, in

the picture language of the Lord Himself, the

“palace ” of the *strong man ”—Satan—from

‘whence he guards his goods in peace, is prac-
tically the stronghold of the mind.

The mind of the natural man is * darkened in
understanding,” so-that he is “alienated from
the life of God "’ because of ignorance. In that
darkened mind as a stronghold, the strong man”’
entrenches his deceiving spirits. Out of the
deceived mind comes forth the * wiles of error,”’
and “ oppositions of the * knowledge,”” falsely
so-called (1 Tim. vi. 20), which is pouring into

THESE two passages, placed side by side,

the world to-day under the name of * Higher -

Criticism,” < New Theology,” ¢ Christian
Science,” and .other isms.
spread as doth a gangrene,” said the Apostle, or
e carried in the air as 3 “ wind of doctrine,”
leading ignorant or unstable souls astray.
*Ephes. i. 11, Oonybeare. +Of. Ephes. ii. g, 8.

“Their word will

Coles /100008
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The Liberation of the Mind.

Every Thought into Captivity.

2 Cor. x. 5.

The war with Satan, therefore, really centres
around the stronghold of the mind, and the
fullest victory over the entrenched spirits of
evil is not reached until the “ eye of the under-
standing ” is filled with the light of God, and
every thought is captured from the hold of the
foe, and made obedient to Christ.

The **stronghold” of ‘imaginations” and
false reasonings, under the enemy’s control, must
be pulled down, cast down, razed to the ground
stone by stone, so to speak, and the entire mind
be renewed in its spirit (Ephes. vi. 23), so that
not one ‘‘imagination’’ or thought lies ready to
be SET AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE oF Gob, when
communicated by the Spirit of God abiding in
the human spirit of the believer. The man him-
self in his whole life will then become trans-
formed, as, through his spirit and renewed mind,
he learns how to prove what is the will of God
(Rom. xii. 2; Ephes. v. 17). :

In view of these facts, the position of the
mind in the spiritual life of the believer is very

important. It is the strategic centre of the
battle between the Spirit of God

The mind a  apd the prince of this world, over
’"“:‘ b t';‘l’:t" the full deliverance of the captive

from the “strong man,” which

. took place potentially on Calvary.

The strategic value of the mind, both to God
and to Satan, is very great, for the following,
among many other, reasons : .

I. The mind, ov understanding, is the vehicle
through which the Holy Spivit, vesiding in the
vegenerale human spivst, MAKES KNOWN THE KNOW-
LEDGE OF GOD TO THE REDEEMED MAN.

If the mind is clogged, passive, “blank,” un-
controllable, driven, fevered, irritated, or in any
other abnormal condition, how can the “eye of
the understanding "’ be « filled with light”” and
receive “ wisdom and insight in the full know-
ledge of God " given by the Holy Spirit ? -

1f the mind is filled with mental conceptions
of truth, or with theories, prejudices, thoughts
which have found lodgment apart from volition,
reason, or examination, how can the Spirit of
Truth reveal the things of God, and the truth
itself to the understanding ? .

II. The mind, or understanding, stands between
the spivit and the body as a tramsmitter of what
comes from either. ‘This is shown clearly in Rom.
viii. 5, 6, where the mind is described as being
dominated by the ‘“flesh” or by the “spirit.”
For instance, the mind reads and transmits what
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the body feels, but often little or nothing of the

spirit. Why? Because the man does no? know
what 4s spirit, nor that the spiritual mind can
learn to read the actions and movements of the
spirit as clearly as the natural mind reads the
language of the senses of the body. If the body
were in need of .something but the mind unre-

. sponsive or unable to understand, it would

remain a dumb appeal, and the body be unsatis-
fied and starved. In the same way the appeal
of the spirit is often unrecognised, and it is
deprived of food and exercise.

The Spirit of God may even fill the spirit,
and not be able to find outlet and expression if
the mind is blocked, or clogged in any way.
The spirit needs the mind for the transmission
of light, as well as for the reception of spiritual
knowledge of God. The spirit may, there-
fore, be filled with burdens which cannot be
expressed because its collaborator—the mind—
is out of action. :

II1. The mind, ov understanding, is the detective ’

of the whole man. As the ‘¢ spirit of man is the
candle of the Lord,” and the spirit needs the
* understanding ” for expression, or perception
of what it discovers, so the mind should read the
spirit. The mind ought to be able to examine
everything that is presented to it,and, enlightened
by the Holy Spirit, and the Word of God, decide
whether it is truth or error (1 Cor. ii. 15, m.).
The mind, put out of action, enables the super-
natural powers of evil to gain con-
The mind a-per- trol of the will and body, because

ceptive faculty the spiritual mind is the perceptive

to discern goo . s

; faculty for discerning “ good and
and m{o evil "’ (see Heb. v. 14). Ag“blank”
mind—whether induced or not—makes the man
mindless—a non-intelligent and irresponsible
being, just as a darkened mind makes the man
DECEIVED and unable to see clearly what he is

doing, or where he is going.

The Holy Spirit needs the understanding to
fill it with light of the knowledge of God. To
carry out their plans, the spirits of evil desire to
displace the mind, or reason, from its place, or
else to inflame or exalt the imagination until it
overpowers the ¢ understanding.”” When the
latter occurs the man is kept in a realm of
phantasy over earthly, or even spiritual things,
and he lives in a world of deception which blinds
him to the true.

Since the strategic position of the mind is of
so much value to the god of this world, for hold-
ing his captives in his power, he does not
surrender his original footing easily. When the
citadel of the heart and will is subjugated and
yielded to God, the enemy’s hold on the mind
often remains in some degree. Even after the
regeneration of the spirit, and the will is fully
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placed on God’s side in irrevocable surrender;
the war with the strong man centres around the
fortress of the mind, from which, if his evil
spirits are not dislodged, he continues to harass
the Christian and hinder his progress in the
things of God, at the same time carefully hiding
the true cause and origin of trouble.
- A large majority of Christians are in this
state. Their minds are still in some degree.
affected by the spirits of evil, but they do not:
know it. They have never discovered their need
of (1) a renewed mind, (2) a thorough displacing
of the blinding grip of the enemy upon their-
. minds. Theyhaveneverasked why
The question  their minds are subject to uncon-
oﬂ{:’::: ; trollable thoughts, imaginations,
" objectionable pictures, lapses of;
memory, unaccountable prejudices, intermittent
concentration, heaviness, sluggishness, heat, or-
fever. They are in normal health, and would not
dream of going to a physician about these things.,
It simply means that THEY HAVE NO CONTROL OF
THEIR MINDS even in the small things of life,
they « forget "’ unaccountably things of large or
small importance, and frequently make ¢ slips ™

~without any adequate cause.

Believers who are in this condition, but
ignorant of it, can arrive at a knowledge of the
truth by a simple process of deduction. Let
them ask themselves the question, “ Who controls,
my mind ? Isitin myown control? Isitin God's
control ? If neither, then who controls it ?”’ The
mind must be governed by some power. If not.
God, or myself, then it must be by the enemy who.
has never been driven out of his stronghold. It
has never been fully dispossessed from his power.

It may be asked what is the difference between,

1) the ordinary development of the mind, and

éz) the dispossession of it from the grip of the.

enemy? The first is a mental’

Mind liberated education of things the person may:

kn:;lz?ge be ignorant of, and the second is.

" the liberation of the mind to use.

the knowledge he already has, but cannot handle.
when needed.

‘When the truth dawns upon the believer that.

his mind has never become fully dis-possessed

" from the blinding grip of the enemy, then he.
" enters—or should do—upon a very real war with

the foe for the pulling down of his stronghold,
and he finds that the weapons he must wield for-
“ casting down ” the exalted imaginations and:
bringing the thoughts into captivity, must be.
divine and not carnal. He discovers that no.
process of resolution, or memory or mind-
training, will set him free, and that the mind and:
imagination is held by a supernatural power,
beyond the reach of carnal weapons to dislodge;
and destroy.




g iri e e e
,E‘?A‘F’m‘ﬂaﬁmi,f_'.’L‘x»}':w-‘%‘v'“ s

THE OVERCOMER, 53

Ofttimes it is not until the believer seeks with
this whole heart to apply his mind to the UNDER-
‘STANDING of spiritual truth—not merely mental
views of truth—which will equip him for the
war against sin and Satan, that he discovers to

‘what extent the powers of darkness have been:

holding his mind. Itisthen that they are aroused
‘to defend their strategic position. It is then
‘that the believer finds his mind passive or
'sluggish or absolutely beyond his control. It is
‘then than he discovers the way in which the
-enemy will not allow him to grasp truth that in
his heart he desires to know. When he has
'sought to apprehend it he finds it swept from his
‘mind, whilst he is allowed to retain and remember
any other less vital thing. Or else he is con-
scious of the most acute mental opposition to
truths which dimly he recognizes to be of God.
" Herein lies the “ war” with the strong man
- holding his citadel, ‘either in whole

?Z;‘e‘:t‘"' f°} or in part. The mind controlled by
iy @ evil spirits #esists the very truth of

God which would set it free. The

Y strong man armed " fights for his goods, and
contests the * stronger than he ” who now sits
as Qonqueror in heaven, and commits the word
which delivers the bound ones to His messengers.

If truth is the weapon which brings down the
stronghold, the war rages over every sentence of
truth in its entry to the mind. ¢ Lest the light
should dawn .. .” describes the fear of the
entrenched foe in vigilant guarding of his for-
tress, for the moment the light of truth enters,
the battle is won on that point of the fight to
freedom (John viii. 32).

The battle for the liberation of the mind now
begins. Shall the believer acquiesce in its
remaining a stronghold for the foe? Who is to
settle this? God? No—the man himself. He
had to choose to surrender his will to God, and

be must now choose whether his mind and '
imaginations are to remain a strategic vantage

.ground for Satan. Shall the powers of darkness
have right of way through the mind ? Shall they
pour their dark torrents through this part of the
Tedeemed man ? Shall they set on fire of hell
his imaginations ? Shall they make the mind a
*‘ dumping ground ” for all and sundry sugges-
‘Hons evolved in the pit (see 1 Kings xxii. 19-23),
accusations of other children of God, and pre-
Judices against messengers of God carrying the
word of truth which would mean the collapse of
the stronghold, once entry was made within its
walls? Ah, and shall they shoot in their lies
about God—« Hath God said?” In brief, shall
they control the mind, only allowing to enter it
‘what they will? Shall they build up their defences
in the mind against the entry of truth? Shall

‘ they hold it in deception, phantasies and lies ?

THE BELIEVER MUST CHOOSE.

He cannot himself dislodge the foe, but he can
put the deciding factor of the will on God’s side,
and on the sIDE oF TRUTH, which will take away
the ground upon which the deceiving spirits
have their lodging place. He can at least declare
by his volition, that he wants truth, that he opens
his mind to truth, that he is set to obey all tvuih,
and that it is his choice and prayer that all
imaginations and reasonings which are against
the knowledge of God may be exposed and cast

. down. By so doing he enables

The will of  the Holy Spirit of Truth to carry

the side ot His office of conviction, for

of truth. . H

until the man declares that he

wants truth, and puts himself on the side of truth,

whatever it may mean, the light of God cannot
enter the fortress of the mind.

The centre helm of the ship of man is the
will. It decides conditions of spirit, soul and
body, and is the seat of government through whick
God governs His redeemed subject ‘The mind as
part of the kingdom of man should be facile
in obedience to the volition, which is to be loyally
and faithfully kept in co-operation with the will
of God. The will must rule the spirit, and
choose to open it to the fullest influx of the
Spirit of Goed. It must control the mind and
choose what shall enter it, or go out. The will
must choose what the body shall do, and present
the members of the physical being to God for
His service (Phil. iv. 8, Rom. vii. 13). '

For the dis-possessing of his mind from the
grip of the enemy, the will of the believer must
first be steadily placed with God for deliverance.
Now, recognizing the true condition of the mind,
he must see that his part is done in refusing his
consent to the foe to continue to hold the ground
he possesses. Refusing in bulk all «ground,”

he must set himself to seek 'light

The ground  from God on' the detail of that

“ “:'{af ‘e ina ground held by the enemy, which

" is, briefly, all thoughts contrary

to truth; misconceptions of all kinds; wrong
thoughts, whether of God, man or Satan ;* and
everything in the mind AGainNsT the knowledge
of God. The “ground” is really what the
Apostle describes as the * carnal mind ”* which,
under the grip of the ememy, is * eNMITY
AGAINST God " (Rom. viii. 7 ; see also Col. i. 21).
When believers know Rom. vi. 6, they often
assume that they are fully delivered from the
¢ garnal mind,” not understanding that the
Calvary deliverance has to be wyought out in detail;
and that just as ‘“LET NoT sin reign” is the
carrying out in practice the position * Reckon
*Cf, John xvi. 81, showinf (1) man, (2) God, (8) Satan, as
covering the sphere of the Holy 8pirit's conviction, {.6., sin in
Jjudgment in

relation to man, righteousnass in relation to God, j
relation to Batan.
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yourselves dead indeed unto sin;” so ‘‘ casting

down imaginations ' is the detailed way of free-
dom for the believer from the mind blinded by
Satan, which is, in even the smallest degree,
ENMITY against God. .

The renewal of the mind, and its dis-possession
from the hold of the spirits of evil, can alone

come about through the entry of TruTH. The

believer must set himself to seek truth about
himself, about God, and about the powers of
darkness. He must search for TRUTH as he
would search for gold. Eacm wrong thought
placed in the mind by the enemy, and by which
he holds the mind as his fortress,
Every wrong . must be patiently dislodged as it
t""“i"’ displaced ;o i nveiled, and DISPLACED BY
y truth. i . . ”
TRUTH, until every “high thing
embedded in the mind is pulled down, and the
entire spirit of the mind is renewed.

- The casting down of the exalted imaginations,
and the removal of countless reasonings—not
REASON—is only done thought by thought. The
battle may rage for a prolonged period over the

- removal of even one thought. The fact that

THERE IS A BATTLE PROVES THAT THERE IS A FOE,
and that the powers of darkness are concerned
in retaining specific thoughts. Where the mind
is deeply held in the possession of the enemy,
not one sentence of #ruth can penetrate without
a battle,such as confusion in the mind, prejudiced
thoughts, rebellious thoughts, angry thoughts,
and an wunreasoned and unreasonable disturbance over
what should and would be easily and calmly
considered, were the mind in a normal condition.

Let believers test themselves lere. 'Why do
they have unreasoning ¢ opposition” to what
they have nqt carefully and prayerfully set them-

. selves to uNDERsTAND ? Does not

The enmity  the mind that is renewed in itsspirit

totrathin  w examine all things ?”* Why
the mind. .

“ rage,” unless it be the * strong
man’s "’ emissaries in the stronghold of the mind,
having “ great rage” because their fortress is
threatened by the approach of the weapons of
light, which will fell their hiding place to the
ground ? .

The believer pressing on to freedom should
keenly examine  every thought coming to his
mind, to see whether it is (1) an exposure of old
ground, a (2) giving of new ground, (3) the result

" of hidden ground in the present, or (4) right

thoughts to be welcomed and grasped.

This may seem a stupendous task to those
who have lived a careless thought life, and
allowed their minds to run riot any way the
powers of darkness chose. But Ao BATTLE 1s A
BATTLE. The battle to capture “every thought”
—the apostle says every thought—and to cast

*2 Cor. ii. 15, 16, m,; 1 Cor, xiv. 20.

down every imagination which is against the
knowledge of God, demands vigilance and pur-
pose on the part of the one determined to truly
kNow God, and to have a mind open to His-
light. (See Phil. iii. 15.)

Patiently and stedfastly all thoughts should
be brought into the light, and those that are
shown to be contrary to God's truth dis-
embedded from the mind and cast away. Yes,
even “mental conceptions” of divine truth,
which become a subtle cover for the working of
the foe. But is not the past ¢ under the Blood
and forgiven” even in the way of “thoughts’’ ?
The past may be “under the blood” on the
Godward side, so far as forgiveness is con-
cerned, but unless a wrong thought 'is removed

. from the ground of the mind, and

. The casting  truth firmly set in its place, that
°":h:{ g,‘;:”g ¢ thought” will have its conse-

" quences in the after life. The

casting down, and casting owt of wrong
thoughts and imaginations must be done, other-
wise they lie in the ground of the mind as
hiding places and material for the powers of evil

‘later on. Forinstance, a ¢ wrong thought '’ about

another may be forgiven on the Godward side,
but unless it is cast out of the mind on the part
of the believer the thought remains for future
use by the enemy as “prejudice.”

It will be seen, therefore, that capturing
the mind out of the control of the prince of
darkness, does not merely mean having all that
is in the mind brought under the volition of the.
believer, as a tumultuous rabble of contrary
elements compelled to obey a central authority.
It means a RENEWAL OF THE MIND, whereby it1is
taken out of the strong man's power, and brought:
into such harmony with the Holy Spirit that it is
filled with light instead of darkness, clearness of

. understandinginsteadof confusion,,

The mind in the “imagination” purified and

"“"h':?%r‘i‘;“ controlled, the reason liberated to

Pt work in normal ease, all in sub-
jection to the will of God and the obedience of
Christ (Col. i. g).

It is such a mind that is guarded by the peace
of God, through an unceasing spirit of prayer.
Such a mind that is quickly obedient to the will
of the believer as he deliberately turns away
from all that would hinder it being filled
with light, and chooses that it shall be occupied:
with things that are true, honourable, just, pure.
and lovely, and of good report (Phil. iv. 6-8).

It is the RENEWED MIND which the armour-
clad believer girds with TRUTH (see Ephes. vi. 4 ;,
1 Pet. i. 13) to discern, and to resist Satanic lies;,
a sound mind (2 Tim. i. 4)—a mind set on
things above where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. :




THE OVERCOMER. 55

The Spi}itual Life.

The Choice of the Will.

: HERE are two great departments to the
will, that of choice, and that of execution ;
or the elective acts, and the persevering

acts. Both of these forms of the will are in-
volved in holiness. The soul must choose to be
holy or it never can be. The very first choice
in repentance, to turn from sin, is a choice for
holiness. After conversion, under added light,
and out of newly discovered deeds, the soul
again chooses holiness, with a_depth and com-
pleteness of choice it never had the capacity for
until it was born of God. All choices of the
will are fruitful only according to the amount of
pe_i'lsevera'nce which is the executive side of the
will.

It is a sublime thing for a creature to
deliberately choose God, choose to be good, and
humble, and pure, and loving. Itis greater than
the creation of a material world. It is sublimer
still to patiently persist in that choice through
ten thousand difficulties, day after day, and year
after year, through ever changing vicissitudes,
over seemingly insurmountable hindrances both
in‘ourselves and in our environments; to keep
reinforcing that choice, and to push it to the
front of every other choice, until the, persever-
ance -of the choice becomes a supernatural
despotism of the soul. This is the thing that tells,

Perseverance is the grandest thing possible for
any created thing to have. Just look at it, every
gift, every grace, every choice, every possibility
that the soul may have would amount to nothing
but for an ever ongoing perseverance.

Perseverance in the creature corresponds ex-
actly with the attribute of immutability in God,
for what is divine immutability but the everlast-
ing continuance of God in His sameness of being,
so that His immutability is His perseverance.
Again, perseverance in the creature corresponds
with the uniformity of natural law in creation.

Suppose the laws of nature should. suddenly -

cease or change, everything would be thrown
Into confusion. The air might drown us, water
might burn us, and sunlight might freeze us.

The uniformity of natural law is the beauti-
ful ceaseless outfiow of God’s unchanging wisdom.
And perseverance in the choice of holiness on
the part of the creature, is the lovely mirror of
God’s immutability, and nature’s uniformity.
Thus a holy will must first choose holiness and
persevere in the choice. The latter requires a
great deal more strength than the former, for
a-great many choose but fail to persevere.

-A spiritual will not only. chooses holiness but

is constantly repeating that deeper interior deter-
mination from a higher standpoint, with a wider
vision as to its import, with an added depth of
solemnity, and with an increasing affection and
sweetness in the choice. Because the soul is
invisible, and all its actions are spiritual, and
we are not able to measure it by physical pro-
portions or exact intellectual data, it is difficult
for us to understand many things about our
interior lives. For instance, a quiet, thoughtful
decision which we make to-day may be a hundred
times stronger and broader than it was possible
for us to make ten or twenty years ago. Our
spiritual nature grows in quality, in intensity,
in intelligence, in moral weight, in strength of
fervour, for which there are no outward measure-
ments. The growth of the will in conformity to
God involves this multiplied increase of holy
determination. _

The character of a holy will involves not only
the choice to be holy in general, but the multply- -
ing of that choice as it runs out in all the details
of life. We must not only choose to be saved,
to receive Jesus, to receive the Holy Spirit, but,
whether we know it or not, we each of us will
choose the particular type of piety that gpecially
characterizes our life. There 1s a dominant trait
in everyone’s religious character—some one
thought, or religious principle, around which the
religious life will crystalize. With some it is
duty, with others it is work, with others it is
knowledge, with others love, with others suffer-
ing, with others faith, and each of these types
are blended with other types in endless variety
and degrees. While there is always something
in each Christian’s hereditary or education, or
habits, or environment which predisposes him to
a particular type of religious life, yet as he
grows in grace there comes out more and more
the element of his will in choosing a special
form of spiritual life, also in choosing the degree
of fervour and devotion that shall mark his life.
And as he grows in fellowship with Jesus, this
exercise of spiritual determination becomes more
beautiful and- more multiplied as well as more
persistent.—Sclected.

CRY to God that He would inflame thy will also with

the things of the other world. For when a man's

will is fully set to do such or such a thing, then it

must be a very hard matter that shall hinder that man
from bringing out his end. . . .

Indeed to have such a will for heaven is an admirable
advantage to a man that undertaketh a vace thither; a
man that is resolved and hath his will fized, saith he, I
will do my best to advantage myself ; I will do my worst
to hinder my enemies ; I will not give out as long as I can
stand ; I will have it or I will lose my life; ¢ h He
slay me yet will I trust in Him. I will not let Thee go
except Thou bless me.” 1 will, I will, I will, O this
blessed inflamed will for heaven | What is like it? . . .

John Bunyam.
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The Enthroned Christ.

By the Editor.*

« We have such a High Priest, who sat down on the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.
.. ." Heb..viii. 1.

' A merciful and faithful High Priest . . . ABLE TO
BUCCOUR them that ard tempted. . . .”” Heb. ii. 18.

¢« A High Priest . . . touched with the feeling of our

weaknesses . . [able to sympathize lit.] . . Heb. iv. 15,
A High Priest . . . who can bear gently with the
ignorant and erring . . .”” Heb. v. 1, 2.

« His priesthood UNCEANGEABLE . . . ABLE to save to
the uttermost them that draw near unto God through
Him . . .” Heb. vii. 24, 25. .

N the epistle to the Hebrews, before the writer
l speaks of the humanity of Christ, he first
unveils Him as the Son of God. ¢ Unto
the Son He saith, "Thy throne, O Gob, is for ever
and ever.” Christ is God, higher than the
angels ; the only begotten Son of the Father.

Then in chapter ii. 9, we are shown the Son
‘of God as Saviour, crowned not by right of His
Godhead, but as Redeemer. ‘ We see Jesus,
who was made s little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honour, that He by the grace of God should
taste death for every man.” Have you ever
thought of what it cost the Lord to become our
High Priest and why He is our High Priest?
See the Great High Priest crowned, and seated
-ab the right hand of the Father to meet us in our
deepest need. Christ is Gop. He was crowned
because of the suffering of death. He died—He
tasted death—death was no theory to Him, but
an awful reality—* He tasted death for every
man.” He went to the cross, and this was His
path to the throne| Verse 10 gives the reason
of this, ¢ To make the Author (Captain or leader,
margin) of their salvation perfect through
suffering.” : .

¢ Perfect,” the word speaks of consummation,
or as Conybeare says, ‘‘ to bring to development
an ideal character’ as pattern for many sons
He would bring to glory. A fully developed
character through suffering! This alone was
the path to the throne. Suffering all along His
wondrous life until Calvary, and then the Cross,
the shame, the agony, the curse !

* Because the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, He also Himself took part of the
saie.” See the humanity of the Loord Jesus!
What for ? It behoved Him in all things to be
made like unto His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High Priest” (v. 17 B.v.).

In “all things!” In becoming the Leader of -

His redeemed ones to the glory, He could go no
other way but through suffering. He showed
the pattern. He came right down to our

* Notes of an address.
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humanity. He subjected Himself to our eon-
ditions that we might share His throne.
Hitherto the humanity of Christ on earth may
have filled our thoughts—His calmness, His
patience, His divine gentleness and forbearaunce
—and we have not realised His humanity in
His heavenly glory, where He is now as our
Great High Priest. “He suffered being
tempted.” The R.V. is even more significant :

" “Having been Himself tempted in that wherein

He suffered.” He was tempied in His sufferings.

The Lord Jesus shrank from suffering as
much as we do. Nay, far more, for His pure
humanity was undulled by sin. He suffered in
the conflict with the powers of darkness, and in
His contact with sin ; and through this lifetime
of suffering He became the merciful and faithful
High Priest, ‘“ ABLE TO BUCCOUR THEM THAT ARB
TEMPTED." )

Again, we read in Heb. iv. 14-15, “For we
have not an High Priest who cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities, but One who
hath been in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin.” The word *infirmities”* in the
Greek speaks of physical weakness in the sense
of shrinking from pain and suffering. Oh! it
cost the Lord Jesus to become Man for us, it
cost Him to rebuke Simon. He shrank from
loneliness | Is not this shrinking from loneli-
ness the cause of many being drawn into much
that is wrong ?

Jesus—Perfect Man, though Son of God—
would say to you, * My child, I perfectly under-
stand your condition. I have fully entered into it
all!” How blessed that ‘* We have not an High
Priest who is not able to sympathise with our
weaknesses,”” because in all points He was
tempted like as we are, so that he is touched
with the feeling of our weaknesses ; and we may
therefore go boldly to Him for grace in all our
needs, sure of response and gentle dealing.

See again chap. v. .1: ‘“Every high priest
taken from among men . . . for that he himself
is compassed with weakness,” and so, is *‘able
to bear gently with the ignorant, and with them
that are out of the way.” Our High Priest can
understand the weakness, and the limitation of
the human frame, which is, as the Psalmist
says, * dust,” and thus be gentle with the erringl

In the seventh verse we read again of the
sufferings of Christ, that He * offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears.”
There are some who think it a triumph not to
weep, and not to show feeling. What a contrasé
is the Lord Jesus, *“ Who in the days of His
flesh offered up prayers with tears!” These
“days of His flesh” were very real to Him.
Though He was in the form of God, ** He counted
it not a prize to be on an equality with God, but
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emptied Himself, becoming in the likeness of
men, becoming obedient even unto death.” -

See Him in Gethsemane! His prayers, strong
crying and tears! Dare we draw the veil aside ?
See Him crying unto God who was able to save
Him out of death, and was heard for His godly
fear. See the God-Man in His agony, shrinking
from the cup and praying, ** Father, 1f it be possi-
ble let it pass /" See Him ¢ learning obedience "
jn his anguish as He cries, ** Not My will but
Thy will be done !

How we need the unveiling of the Man Jesus
Christ. Let us turn to Gethsemane for a moment,
as recorded in Matt. xxvi. 36-45." He took with
Him Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee. You
remember how these two came to the Lord one
day, und asked to share His throne; and how
He replied, * Are ye able to drink of the cup that
I am about to drink 2" (Matt. xx. 22). They were
ambitious to be great in the heavenly kingdom,
and quickly replied ¢ We are able!”

Then the Lord took Peter, and those who
wanted the tbrone with Him, to Gethsemane.
Did He as perfect Man feel the need of fellowship
as He began to be ¢ sorrowful and sore troudled,”

and bade them watch with Him, and then went

forward a little, and fell upon His face? Then
He turned again to them, and found them sleep-
ing. How gently He bore with the *ignorani
and erring |’ They did not understand. * Watch
and pray ' He said, “ the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”
He knew they were willing, but He was able to
sympathise with the * flesh.” He spoke of what
He knew. They were ‘‘ the days of His flesh.”
and He, even then, was their ‘‘merciful and
faithful High Priest.”

He suffered, yet without sin! Thus He became
.our Great High Priest, fitted to succour us in
.our temptations, fitted to sit upon the throne for
us. “ He learned obedience by the things that He
suffered.”” He triumphed in conflict. He won
the victory, and from that awful hour in

Gethsemane, in unbroken calm He went right

through Calvary for us!

" You wince when others misjudge you! Shrink
from the words of another who attributes to you
wrong motives, and feel you must defend your-
gelf | Jesus felt it all, ©* He was numbered with
the transgressors | We, when accused of what
is not true, are tempted to self-defence. He felt
the same, but He had perfect victory. He went
through all without sin, and now He ever liveth
40 make intercession for us; and ‘  having been
ngadq perfect "—huving reached the consumma-
tion of God's ideal character—brought to full
development by obedience to God in all His
sufferings, He became the *cause of eternal
life” (Syriac) unto all who obey Him. He

He knew their hearts, -

ministers His own spirit of obedience, His own
life, to all who obey Him as He obeyed God.

Oh! the glory of the Priesthood of Christ!
« No man taketh this homour unto himself, bui
when He is called of God.” God spake unto Him,
«Thou art my Son . . . Thou art & Priest for
ever.”

But note the word * honour.” The Christ is
given the HONOUR of succouring the tempted !
the  moNOUR "’ of being the merciful and faithful
High Priest, the ‘‘HONOUR' of sitting on the
throne of power to bear with the ignorant, and
the erring, and to give them life-power and
victory. He * obtained " this excellent ministry
—this joy set before Him. Let us give Him joy
by boldly going to the throne of grace.

One more passage in Heb. vi. 20: * Within
the veil . . . as a forerunner Jesus entered for
us.” Where He enters we must go! See Him
there to-day for you, child of God. He sits on
the throne in the ‘‘power of an endless life.”
He abideth for ever in an unchangeable priest-
hood, able to sympathise because he suffered,
and able to save to the uttermost—to save com-
pletely them that come unto God by Him; for
His ministry within the veil is to be the Mediator -
of the new covenant. ‘I WILL PUT MY LAWS
INTO THEIR MINDS, and on their hearts also will
I write them ” (Heb. viii. 10).

The sum of it all is simply this: «* CHRIST I8
Gop.” He “emptied Himself” and became
Man ; He became obedient unto death, even the
death of the Cross. He suffered in the days of
His flesh, suffered being tempted, suffered more
acutely than we can ever suffer, for gin dulls our
gensibilities. He suffered facing the Cross,
nevertheless He obeyed God, as He said, « Not
My will but Thine ! ** In every step of the path-
way for our salvation, He was obedient unto
desth. Then in Gethsemane came the final
triumph when He took the cup. He drank if,
and overcame, as He calls us to overcome in our
weakness by His succour from- the throne.
Listen as He says, ¢ My child, I know all about
you, your personal difficulties, your peculiar
temperament; I feel with you, I am now
‘touched ' with the feeling of your weakness, I
am on the throne to save you completely, to
sympathise with and to succour you hour by
hour ; therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace.”” Let us put our case absolutely into His
hands, and know that He understands and
undertakes.

He sits a Priest upon the throne to minister
life unto you, to give victory, to write the Father's
will upon your hearts and minds. Therefore
our Lord Jesus is able to save and sympathise;
He is able to succour; He is able to save com-
pletely all who come unto God through Him.
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The School of Prayer
and The Lords Watch.

“* Be waichful with all perseverance in prayer fgp‘;llclsfh:i.mligsb;n‘y S
A Prayer. for the Purification of
the Mind.

ET the Church of God cry out aloud to The
One sitting at the purification furnace.!

¢ Q, Purifier of wretched man, and the
Giver of irreproachable holiness, take away
from me all the dross of my evil thoughts of
Thee. Remove such thoughts as lead to an evil
expectation of Thee, and leave naught but a
sevenfold tested creed : such beliefs as no power
of hell can shake, remove or destroy.

Not only fill me with thoughts of Thee, but
let me be so filled with the correct ones, such as
cause the ones living in Thy light to utter thanks
to Thee, and their Amen to my words confirm
me in my establishment in the truth.

Let my doctrines be only such as proceed
from a life of absolute justice. And if a thought

. —a misleading thought—issue forth from my

evil nature, then be Thy light so great as to not
leave me in darkness of it. Let it be revealed
and slain, '

Let me be not so vile as to use the power of
the new life to uphold the doctrines which come
out of the evil nature. Not only let my evil
nature be put to death,? but also all the evil
thoughts that from it arise. -

Remove my carnal and devilish wisdom,?
cast down the vain imaginations of my heart,
and let the peaceable wisdom from on high
dominate my actions.®

Let not my thoughts disturb the peace of Thy
Church, in causing schism, quarrels and division
unbearable to Thee, and detrimental to the
sanctity and awfulness® of Thy living Church.

Unite all that differ ; bind up the wounded in
expectation, and who are disappointed with the
world ; gather to the fold the straying, and con-
tent them with Thy pastures and care.

No longer let lies and ignorance of Thee lead
astray and divide Thy Church.

Let Thy Church not only walk in the light,
but make it light in Thee. = Let all its members
walk in sweet fellowship with Thee, and with
one another.

Let deception be no more,” and the whole
world be one in Thy great Light. O Light of
the World shine so that no darkness may abide
on earth.®

. I crave thus for myself and for the Church.

In Jesu's Name I ask it. Amen.

IMel. iii. 8. 2Rom. vi. 6. 8James iii. 15. 4Gen, vi. 5; 2 Cor. x. §.
SEph. vi. 15. 6Isa. vi. 4. 7Rev. xii. 9. - 8Matt. iv. 16.

Aids to Prayer.

Petitions drawn from *“ War on the Saints.”

The following suggestions for prayer are given to show
how all we hear, or read, may be turned into prayer.
The same principle applies to reading the Scriptures, or
any book containing light on the truths of God. It will
be noticed that in this instance the prayers are composed
of deductions made from the text of the book ¢ War on
the Saints.”” Page references are given.

Warfare Principles.

“FTYHE believer delivered from deception and
T possession by the spirits of evil must
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