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Lexicon of Bibliographical, Cataloguing and Library
- Terms in English, Chinese and Japanese

By HAROLD A. MATTICE
Acting Chief of the Oriental Division

HE assembling of this list was begun about seven years ago for my own

use in the cataloguing of Chinese and Japanese books. It had been the
practice of The New York Public Library in cataloguing Arabic books to give
information in both English and Arabic on the cards, so that it was possible
to find entries with a knowledge of either of the languages. In accord with
this principle I worked out a system for Chinese and Japanese books that
gives complete bibliographical information in English as well as in the
original — an all-purpose card that can be filed either in an alphabetical
or an Oriental language catalogue.* For this it was necessary to have a list
of bibliographical and cataloguing terms for Chinese and Japanese. Nothing.
of practical use was available for either language, and I soon found myself
collecting my day-to-day findings in a notebook. A third revision of this list
proved interesting to several Sinologists who examined it, and the suggestion
that it should be published came from them.

In offering the work I feel justified in supplying myself generously with
emergency exits and apologies. In the first place, I lack the intimate knowl-
edge of the languages which would be necessary for a finished performance
in so difficult and little-worked a field. Further I have no authority to dictate
terminologies; a task which must be reserved for native librarians, if and
when they are willing to undertake it. Meanwhile a considerable amount of
raw material for the future is here available, as well as something to work
with in the present.

There is some authority for every entry, but values differ. Actual constant
usage, a few brief lists by competent scholars, and the suggestions of edu-
cated persons of both nationalities, are among the best. On the other hand,
some of the terms taken from a large number of general dictionaries are
possibly open to criticism, for the transfer of technical vocabularies from
one language to another presents numerous pitfalls for the lexicographer.
Another element of uncertainty is due to the confusion that exists in both
languages over the special meanings of a considerable number of terms.

* For an account of this system see: The Library Quarterly, v. 8, January, 1938, p. 13-24,
“Japanese books in American libraries.”
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Many of these are basic necessities in cataloguing, yet cannot be used with
any certitude.

These and other like difficulties are due in large part to the fact that Far
Eastern books have had little attention from the viewpoint of western bibli-
ography. Chinese-Japanese printing is very much older than ours, with extant
examples of all kinds from the year 770 onward, but eastern books have
excited little interest in comparison with eastern art and archaeology. The
Japanese have done little toward westernizing their library practice as com-
pared with the Chinese, who had made a very promising beginning before
the war, mostly under the leadership of graduates of American library schools.
The prospects of resumption are, to say the least, remote.

However, the large collections of Chinese and Japanese books in this coun-
try, which are likely to be greatly augmented in the future, particularly on
the Chinese side, will require a standard system of cataloguing adapted to
our own needs. My experience indicates that an all-purpose bilingual card
with full information in both languages, easily filed alphabetically or in the
Chinese-Japanese order, is the most practical. This list is offered in the hope
that it will contribute something toward the cause.

I wish to express my thanks to Prof. George A. Kennedy for his permission
to have the lexicon set up and electrotyped at the Yale Chinese press; also
to Mr. Pat De Rosa, the foreman in charge, and to his assistants, for their
painstaking efforts and their very satisfactory result. I am grateful for en-
couragement from Prof. L. Carrington Goodrich, to Mr. George N. Kates
of the Library of Congress, and to many others for their interest.

I shall be very glad to receive corrections, additions and suggestions, all
of which will be kept together for use in an enlarged and revised edition for
which there may sometime be a demand.

[4]
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ENGLISH

A

abbreviate

abbreviated character
abbreviation

abridgment

academy (of science, etc.)

academy (school)
accession book
accession number

accession stamp

accordion-folded book

adaptation .
addenda, -um

additions to the library

address (speech)
advance sheets

advertisement

agent (for sale of books)

alcove

all rights reserved
almanac

alphabet
alphabetical
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article (in periodicals, etc.) g =%

atlas
auction catalogue
author

author card
author catalogue
author entry

author index

author number, mark,

Cutter, etc.
authorized copy
author’s alteration

author’s proof

autobiography
autograph
autograph copy
autograph draft

B

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science
back number
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back of book
before Christ

bibliographer

bibliographical
bibliography

bibliography,
bibliography, general

bibliography, national

bibliography, select
bibliography, special
bibliography, trade
binder’s title

binding
binding, full
binding, half

binding, quarter

binding, three quarter

biographical dictionary,

encyclopedia
biography

block, engraved
[8]

complete

EWMOFR
8 70 W - 4R

ERES

EREW
2Z2E K H
BRER
%5 H
A& H

B3 H
By EH
BHEE

B % E H g%

HXFORE
%

5 4T, 5% 5,8 &
3 B 4T

S 3 g 4T

¥

4T

A £ B B

13

= Ik



CHINESE ENGLISH JAPANESE

B %, % 3K block printing AR JK B Rl
BEZ A blocks cut by . . . BE % F
IR & boards (covers) KB FK &
FHEWE  book X HE
) N book, badly printed, an-

cient
BX book, imperfect RE#HX
RKEFEX book, large print
B X book, rare B X
BZEE book, reference BREEE
#o 2 K, N3 & book, small print =
BEE&E  book ard BEH»—F
BE book collection =3
BEA book collector BEA
57 N book in print TR
EHE book label BES
£ HBE book number BEEZS
(A]) & book printed at . . . '
E X book printed at the Impe-

rial Academy of Learn-
 ing (Kuo Tzu Chien)

XTI book printed by the gov- )\ St &

ernment
BEEX book printed from mov- §% 5 &
able type
EZ X book printed in black ink 2 Z

WHR A X book printed in the palace
[9]
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book printed'in five colors

book printed in red and
black

book printed in three
colors

book with missing parts
supplied in print

book with ten columns
to the page

bookbinding

bookcase

bookplate

bookstore

. bookworm

both sides (or surfaces)

bound together in . . . V.

bound together in book
form

box, in a, boxes

bracket

branch (of shop)

broadside

brochure

bulletin
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ENGLISH

C

calligraphy

card

card, analytic

card, author

card, catalogue
card, cross reference
card, index

card, periodical

card, “‘see also”
card, shelf list

card, subject

card, subject, analytic

_card, title

cartography
cartoon

cartoonist

case for books (wrapper)

catalogue (noun)

catalogue (verb)
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E& b 2wy
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catalogue, alphabetically A B CJ|g 4 &§

classified
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FE
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catalogue, author
catalogue, card
catalogue, classed
catalogue, dictionary
catalogue, subjects
cataloguing rules
censor of books
censorship
centimeter
century

chapter

chapter headings
character, Chinese
character, written
chart, ocean
charter

chronicle

chronological
circa
circular

circulating library
class (in collection)
class (in school, etc.)
class-catalogue
class-mark
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ENGLISH
class-number
classics
classification, book
classify |
collate
collation
collected works
collection
collection, special
collection of essays
collection of poems
collection of reports
collection of songs
colophon
color print
column
command, Imperial
commemoration
comment (verb)

commentator

commission, committee

company

company, joint stock

company, limited liability

stock
compendium
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compilation

compilation (imperial edi-

tion)
compiler
compiler, assistant

compiler (group)

complete (a set of books)

complete in . . . V.,

complete works of an

author

contents

continuation, or supple-

ment

continued from previous

issue

continued, to be

contribution (to periodi-

cal, etc.)
copper plate
copy (of a book)
copy (reproduction)
copy, certified
copy, rough
copyright
corporate entry
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AW, &7 corporation &7
K IEBFE correct (verb) BET 2
H{E,1EE A4 correspondence i
2Re2F course of study mE 2R
A E EE cover title %= 5B
HFE critic B 2E %
RE 8t X dramatic ERBREE
XURER Loy X #3 3F X
%%ﬁ:?ﬂa% music X8 P Iv gy
85,5 & criticism 2 M
HER2R cross reference 2 W
HEER cross reference card BZWH—F
yijs i cumulative BERE
xE cursive writing HFEHESE
BHF cycle of sixty years I HF
) A= cyclical order of years ) 2
£ 4T X cyclical year F%

D

& X, XX daily H=oO,%H D
H # daily (publication) H 7]
HEEAR  de .55 A BB R
HEB4EH date, colophon BB
RIELH date, copyright 3 1 42 BB
HE M 44EH date, dedication Bt A 42 B
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B B

B &
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date, imprint
date, introduction

date, preface
dates of issue irregular

degree, academic
department (university)
diagram

dialect

dialogue

dictionary

dictionary, biographical
dictionary of synonyms

director of studies (in a

department)
dissertation
ditto

doctor (learned man)

doctor of medicine
doctor of philosophy
document (official)
documentary draft
drama

drawing

drawing, crayon

[16]

BRHEKER
#wmiER
FFCE B
XREDRAT

L ZvA

i

B3
U
g

B, FR
NE S R
ARBFHFE
HHROEEE

BAwm S wm R
&
2xWE

B L&

T EHL

ANLXE

XEOEE

EX ¥, 1 &

HEEE

27 v3avTE
W



CHINESE
Bl &
Bl & Ik
BREZER

M &, 5 — h&k
)74

e 52 K

5 ik

% IE ik
IR
BK K

il & kR

3 5 R

ZK B K
o

5 1% E K
B

1 47 IR

H & 4% FK
X TR K

AT & K
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ENGLISH
duplicate
duplicator

dust cover

E

editio princeps
edition

edition, authorized

edition, completely revised

edition, corrected
edition de luxe
edition, enlarged

edition, expurgated

edition, extra-illustrated

edition, good

edition, government

edition, illustrated
edition, imperial
edition in print
edition, library
edition, limited
edition, memorial
edition, new
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EIE,EET edition, revised 2 &7 B
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KR edition, small type 4 Rl BR
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# R

% B A . editor £ 2

EHZ editor, chief &

B&H editorial (noun) 7+ 2R
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e 34
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BE4T, 4R BT
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ENGLISH
engraving, line

engraving, mezzotint

engraving, wood
enlarged

entry

envelope
epistolary style
epitome

erasure

errata

essay

exhibition

explanation

extra, special, no. of a

magazine, etc.

extra-illustrated

facsimile

festschrift, see memorial

volume
fiction
file
finding list
[19]
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fixed location
fold symbol
folio

font

foot-note (often at top of

page)
for sale at, in
foreword

form entry
fortnightly

foundation (corporate)

from ... to

frontispiece

gazette

gazette, court (Chinese

Empire)
genealogy
gift
gilt edges

government publication

guide book
guide card
[20]
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ENGLISH

H

half-title
half-tone
hand-book

hand-book, teacher’s

handwriting

handy (volume, etc.)
heading

historian
historiography
history

history, ancient
history, material for
hymn

hymnal

illegible

illustrated
illustrated book
illustrated paper
illustration
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illustrations with expla-

nations
illustrator
impression
imprint
incomplete
indentation
index
index, author
index, subject
index, volume
information desk
inquiry
insert
insertion
inset

inter-leaved

inter-library loans

international

introduction

P8 &, 5 &% # T, investigation, survey,

EE

inquiry
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VEXE

R
BZ,Z
B &
XE
B & E e

ENGLISH

J

jacket

joint author

joint author card
journal (daily record)
journal (newspaper)
journalism

juvenile literature

kana
(hiragana)
- (katakana)
kana readings added

label

lack

language, colloquial
language, literary

language, national (kuo

yi), official
[23]
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R
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TSR &
% 7
TEER LR
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EHXHE
5
FEEEH
B 7 A
N E
2 % ¥
EPEE
R 18 X
B % 4547 &
B % 4 H 3R
B 4 T

language, written
“late, the ...”

© leaf, (see also page)

lecture

legible

letter (correspondence)
letter-press
letter-writing
lexicographer
lexicography

librarian

librarian, chief

librarian, children’s

librarianship
library
library, circulating
library, college
library, department
library, national
library, public
library, public reference
library, special, technical
library, travelling
library administration
library cataloguing rules
library economy

[24]

X &
#( coee
"
HREHE
B B
ERER
f& hk 0 Rl
CHE
REHRES
HEREN
[
EEHEE
BEEZAEN
£ 5
AHEOFH
H & 4 SUE
e EE A
RXEEEH
g
Gl
B EE
Z2ZHEH
HPEEH
XK E EE
H E 84T K
& & B # A
HE T EE



CHINESE

SR
e ¥
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8
S T
¥

X #
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% B 59 Rl
BEX

& ¥t

RIXHA
RLRE N
HEE

DRFH
&K, F &

1IN
REAR

ENGLISH
library science
lining paper

list

literal translation
literature
lithograph

lithography
loose-leaf binding

lost work

magazine
main entry

manua]

manuscript

manuscript copy

manuscript, author
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B2
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X 2

B R E
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N — X 1) — 2
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e E

RIXHA
ERZTAN

Do PN
BF
REFREXR
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FHERX

manuscript, author’s first 3 32 JH #&

draft
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% 15,3 1F
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By 2 IR &, 7%
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¥R ik

¥ X

& &, 6 &%
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w0 w R

A ¥, A #

18 ¥ ke

e

5l 38

manuscript, fine, or care-

fully written
map
map, astronomical
marbling
margin
marginal notes
master of arts
masterpiece
memoir

memorandum

memorial volume
mimeograph

missing parts supplied
mistake

mistakes and omissions
mistranslation
monograph

monthly publication
museum

music, printed

N

name, assumed
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ENGLISH
name, canonization
name, familiar
name, family
name, firm
name, geographic
name, official
name, official seal
name, posthumous
name, stylized or literary
newspaper
not for sale
note
note-book
notes at the top of the page
novel
novelist
numeral
numeral., arabic

numeral, roman

oblong

octavo

office, government
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% v, B 7K

RERE

page, Chinese style, a X, E

double leaf
page, western style
page, recto . . . Verso
pagination

pagination, various
paleography
pamphlet
pamphlet box
paper

paper, India

paper, lining
paragraph
paragraph, separate
parenthesis

part (of a book)

part (of a collection)

part (section of a book) -

patent
periodical
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5,8 X
=L
FRER
2
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ENGLISH
periodical, humotous
photo-engraving
photo-lithography
photograph
photography

photography, natural color

photostat

picture book (children’s)

picture post-card
piracy, literary
plate (illustration)
plate, colored
plate, printing
plates in text
plates out of text
play (drama)
poem

poet

poetical

poetry

poetry, art of
portrait
posthumous work
poster

preface
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BFHE

MWWET

BHE

& H

R#H

B

preparation, in
press, the
price

print (picture)
print (verb)
print, color
print, in

print, in small

print, out of

print and distribute
print and publish
printer

printer’s device

printing, offset

printing, three-color
printing office
proceedings

professor
program
proof
proof, page
proof-reader
proof-reading
prose
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BRBEEE
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TERERFH
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51 A 41, BT & 51
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g 3%, 514

51,3 51

AXFX

ENGLISH
prospectus
pseudonym
pseudonymous
public, the
publication
publication, stop
publish (verb)
publisher
publishing office

publishing office, govern-

ment

punctuation

quarterly
quarto

quotation

quotation marks

quote

R

reader (book)
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reader (person)

B ¥ =,78 & & reading room
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# X
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B B, 5

ream

re-cut
records

records, historical

records, miscellaneous

recto

“reduced scale (drawing)

refer to

reference (to book or pas-

sage)
reference, marginal
reference library
register
replace (a book)
report (noun)
report (verb)
report, official
reprint (noun)
reprint (verb)
reprint, line for line
reproduction
review (criticism)

review ( periodical)
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ENGLISH
revise
revised
revised, newly
reviser
revision

revision, author’s

rewrite

right and left
roller (of a scroll)
roman numerals
roman type
rotogravure

rubbing

scrap book

scroll
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BT 5

Kelr Lk

I E

BT IE#

RELRHE

FHOENL
72 5 KIE

BFEv&Es

2%

B

BRETF

BERBERY

BREREMIK

A Bk

ki
=

seal (affixed to a document) 28 ¥y

seal character
second-hand
section

“see” reference

“see also” reference

[33]

xE

¥ AR
&, e

- BRE X
Wiz 2R
¥+ &



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
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semi-annually

semi-monthly

separate (volume, etc.)
separate cOver, under

separately, to be published

serial (story etc.)

series

series entry
series note

set (of books)
sexagenary cycle
shelf list

shelf list card

signature (binding)
signature (name)
size of book

sketch book
sobriquet

society

special (edition etc.)
special library
spurious

stack

statistical

statistics
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ENGLISH

stencil duplicator
studies (essays, etc.)
style, documentary
style, literary
subheading
subject entry
subject index
subscription
subscription, printed by
subtitle
summarize
summary
supersede
supplement
surname
survey
syllabic spelling of Chi-

nese
syllabus

synopsis

T

table (in book)

table, genealogical

table, statistical
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HE
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#ELHFE
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B

tabular

terms, technical
text

text, corrected
text, official
text, original
text and commentary
text-book
thesaurus
thesis

title, alternate
title, book
title, chapter
title, cover
title entry
title, running
title-page
traced copy
tracing paper
tract, religious
trade-mark

transactions

translate
translation
translation, free

translation into Chinese
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H#&# fu s
REFREW
HWEA
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RAAFRITW

B9 Rt

METH
RS BB

HEAR
2 A

ENGLISH
translation into Japanese
translation, literal
translator
travels

treatise

type
type, movable

type-script

type-writer

typewritten

typography

U

unbound book

unnumbered
various
vellum
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HHE4q verse (in Bible, poetry, etc.) 2% 4]
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#HNE & vertical file TEIEKE
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% ...k volume of a periodical g ..
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wrapper, see case
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